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Dear Hof Reunion Association,
This Reunion marks the end of my time on the HRA Executive Board. I will be stepping

down effective the end of the 2019 Reunion in Fredericksburg, VA.
I am blessed to have serviced on the Executive Board starting in 2009 as the HRA Treasurer taking over from Nate Sparks who had been the only treasurer for the HRA. Shortly after, our Adjutant, Joe Kessler’s cancer returned. I took on both duties of Treasurer
and Adjutant during 2010. Starting in 2011 until 2017, it was a privilege to be able to
service the HRA as full time Adjutant, a rewarding endower. I was able to interact with
the wonderful members of the HRA. I keep track of each member and spoke and
emailed numeral times with many of you. My day was made when I got to be the first
to see who was going to reunions and what site location the members voted for.
Tracking each member’s birthday and anniversary and ensuring their birthday and an-

niversary was listed in the newsletter. This was gratifying and brought me happiness. I
hope there were no birthdays or anniversaries missed.
It was a labor of joy; membership form, reunion registration form, HRA History, nametags, table place forms, maintaining and publishing the Constitution and Bylaws, schedule of events, banquet brochure, treasurer format, budget, websites, reunion videos,
surveys, Hofer coin, Facebook page and many others. Developed a knack of working
with the internet during this time which keep me even closer to you. By building a web
site, Hofer1.com, which mainly covered the upcoming reunion so all could have the information instantly on hand, on
demand, at any time, any where. As time went by and at members request, much more was added to the Hofer website. Now the site is over 6 pages, links to other sites, Constitution and Bylaws, HRA History, HRA Forms, full Reunion

details, and more.
At the end of the Hof reunion in 2016, I sadly elected to relinquish my position as Adjutant. But, with the HRA in my
blood and the love of you Hofers I returned one year later as your Secretary. Again, the internet keep you close and in
my heart. During this time, I established the Hof Reunion Association Facebook page. The chatter on the HRA Facebook
page was and is an instant means to keep others updated on personnel happening in one’s life. Some of the news was
sad, members losing a loved one. Here was the greatness of the Hof Reunion Association, kindhearted and supporting
members. Lifting with words of encouragement, giving examples of what one could expect, and what one could do if
they ran into problems. Many an article or ideal was expanded, and you read the article in the HRA Monthly Newsletter
came from the Hof Reunion Association Facebook page. Here I used two Facebook pages to draw from, “Hof Reunion
Association” and my Facebook page, Melvin Hamill. These two pages have over 140 Hofers each. Many a time I had

tears of joy from the discussions and jokes. I also have gained weight from reading all the German Recipes.
All of this, the interacting with you through email, Facebook, telephone, reunions and the HRA Newsletter I will miss, not
so much the work but the joy of being close to and with you. I will stay active in the HRA
and lend support by any means needed. Who knows what the future will bring?

Your Secretary
Melvin & Ilse Hamill
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I’m going to the
Fredericksburg Reunion
Bob & Sandy Alekson
Michael Boggs
J. C. & Mary Campbell
James Crutchfield
Barbara Davino
Francis & JoAnn Fukumoto
Gayle & Sidney Futrell
Ilse & Melvin Hamill
Dan & Darlene Holden
Hanna Hörath
Gay & Ken Kielbania
Greg & Sandy Krcma
Dick & Heidi Kreuzer
John Lamb
Anita Luckenbill
Jerry Mangas
Kaiser Matthew
Sharon & Tom Micheletti
Hilde & Jerry Middendorf
Anna Müller

Walter Murch
Donna & Steve Murphrey
Jo & Phil Murray
Monika & Tom Nickerson
Claude & Susanne Niebuhr
Agnes & John Pace
Erinda & Harvey Pelton
Phyllis Phipps
Rosie Queen
Mary E. Richardson
Jim & Traudl Riggin
Carol & Dan Scanny
Janette & John Scholl
Brent & Linda Scott
Noel Sinchak
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Tim Spaeth
Claude Spicer
Maryanne & Roger Steedle
Mary & Ray Szyperski
Francis Thompson
Helga Würdinger

Banquet Only
Claude & Kiva Fecteau
Bill Szyperski
Tallie Furrow

CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Last

First

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

NEW MEMBERS
Last

First

Address

City

State

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
Last

First

Address

City

State

FREDERICKSBURG - REGISTRATIONS
Last
Szyperski
Szyperski
Murray
Murray
Crutchfield
Davino
Sinchak
Fukumoto
Fukumoto
Steedle
Steedle
Kreuzer
Kreuzer
Phipps
Scholl
Scholl

First
Remarks
Ray
Plus 3 banquet-only
Mary
Phil
Jo
James "Hawk"
Barbara
Noel
Francis
JoAnn
Roger
Maryanne
Dick
Heidi
Phyllis
Plus 1 banquet-only
John
Janette

Last
Boggs

First
Christina

FREDERICKSBURG - CANCELATIONS
Remarks

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Last
Fukumoto
Fisher
Collucci
Fisher
Jackson

First
Francis
Paul
Thomas
Paul
William

Amount
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$4000

Remarks
FY20
FY20
FY19
FY20
FY20

Last
Szyperski
Crutchfield
Fukumoto
Scholl

First
Amount
Ray
$200.00
$10.00
James "Hawk"
Francis
$25.00
$50.00
John

Remarks

DONATIONS

LOST MEMBERS
Final Flyby
Gary Lindquist
Donald Alan Ross
Tresslar Way, Jr.

Ladies Serving in Heaven
Ursula Marie (Ushy) Wilson
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Ursula Hines - September 1, 1939

Janet Mapel - September 23, 1944

Eva Brown - September 7, 1940

Jerry Middendorf - September 7, 1942

Jerry Burton - September 14, 1943

Susanne Niebuhr - September 10, 1944

Michael Bussiere - September 30, 1942

Eldon Payne - September 8, 1936

Sherry Cann - September 30, 1948

Margit Payne - September 10, 1940

Carol Conrad - September 29, 1945

Jack Rief - September 17, 1934

Shannon Delp - September 24, 1946

Louis Rocha - September 10, 1930

Richard Fry - September 16, 1943

Phil Ruth - September 21, 1939

Jackie Gallimore - September 14, 1941

Cindy Samberg - September 17, 1953

Rainer Gebhardt - September 21, 1941

Thomas Scholle - September 8, 1941

Leroy Greene - September 6, 1940

Jerry Simonds - September 18, 1945

Billy Hall - September 3, 1942

Cha-hee Stanfield - September 15, 1940

Hazel Henderson - September 22, 1945

Walter Tribble - September 19, 1948

Harold Hinchey - September 11, 1937

Dewey Tweed - September 2, 1937

Wayne Jones - September 19, 1945

Loran Unger - September 8, 1936

Jay Kallas - September 1, 1952

Bob Ward - September 13, 1936

Sherri Kallas - September 8, 1966

Edie Ward - September 27, 1942

Mary Lindquist - September 4, 1954

David Wymard - September 25, 1941
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John & Christa Bienko - September 3, 1964
Larry & Sherry Cann - September 14, 1987
Bill & Bobbie Chaney - September 21, 1991
Anthony & Adi Gambone - September 8, 1962
Charles & Elanor Higginbotham - September 2, 1961
C. Wade & Phyllis Nottingham - September 20, 1961
Pete & Margit Payne - September 2, 1960
Melvin & Madonna Poturalski - September 1, 1962
Jim & Traudl Riggin - September 12, 1959
Grant & Dona Sorensen - September 17, 1980
Donald & Diane Spirk - September 17, 1966
Frank & Brenda Sturzl - September 5, 1988
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Flyby List
Tresslar Way Jr., February 3, 1942—August 10, 2019
Gary (Ol Doc) Lindquist, June 5, 1947—July 31, 2019
Donald Alan Ross, Aug. 28, 1935—Feb. 27, 2019

Spouses Serving in Heaven
Ursula Marie (Ushy) Wilson, February 20, 1926—August 13, 2019
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Tresslar Way Jr., February 3, 1942—August 10, 2019
My husband, best friend and my first love passed away last night, very peaceful, will miss
him. Rest in peace
Marianne Baumgaertel Way

Gary (Ol Doc) Lindquist, June 5, 1947—July 31, 2019
Gary, age 72, passed away peacefully on July 31, 2019 in Madison Wisconsin. Gary will be missed by his
wife Mary (Weiland) Lindquist and an extraordinary group of friends and family. He was full of curiosity
with all things mechanical, electrical and propulsion from Civil Air Patrol while attending John Marshall
High School in Milwaukee ('65) to the Chief of Fireworks in Land O'Lakes Wisconsin the last 20 years.
Friends and family loved him from all parts of his past when he was stationed in Hof Germany while
serving the United States Air Force, Johnson Control, CUNA Mutual, and traveling the world with Friendship Force.
In lieu of flowers if you would like to make a donation in his name, organizations that are meaningful to
Gary are Public Broadcast Service (PBS) Wisconsin Public Television - NOVA (https://www.pbs.org/
show/nova/), or UW Carbone Cancer Center (https://www.uwhealth.org/uw-carbone-cancer-center/
cancer/10252) or Agrace Hospice (https://www.agrace.org/donate/) A celebration of life is being planned for Gary on August 31, 2019.
I personally knew Gary. He and I were in Hof at the same time. Both of us lived in the 6915th Security military barracks, just a few
doors apart. Gary helped me celebrate my son’s birth. He and I often traveled within the same circle which was to say the 5K Club,
Jake’s, Schonblick, Folksfest and the Ranch Bar. At one time we worked together in the Air Condition shop at the site. Rest in peace
friend. MEL

Ursula M. Wilson, February 20, 1926—August 12, 2019
Ursula Marie Wilson, 93, of Orlando, Florida passed away on August 12, 2019. She was born
on February 20, 1926 in Basenthin, Germany to Andreas and Margarete Maidowsky.
Ursula was multitalented and loved to entertain. She enjoyed sharing her hospitality with
her family. She was also an avid reader, particularly on the subjects of vitamins and health.
Ursula was preceded in death by her husband, Don L. Wilson; her sister, Lydia Kamphuis
and her nephew, Jan Kamphuis.
She is survived by her sister, Ilse Lohner (Germany); her nieces and nephews: Heide Lohner
(Germany), Dieter Lohner (Germany), Silvia Meyer (Germany), Monique Kamphuis (Holland), Nienke Kamphuis (Holland),
Tom Kamphuis (Holland), Sandy Grossnick (Germany), Don (Becky) Wilson (Bridgeport, Ohio), Gary (Diane) Wilson ( Clermont, Florida), David (Cindy) Wilson (Cambridge, Ohio) and many other beloved nieces and nephews. She is also survived
by her cousin, Sandy Grossnick (Germany).
Condolences may be offered to the family at www.woodlawnfuneralhomegotha.com

Donald Alan Ross, Aug. 28, 1935—Feb. 27, 2019
Donald Alan Ross of Point Arena, California, died Feb. 27, 2019, at Mendocino Coast District Hospital after a short illness.
Born on Aug. 28, 1935, at Elk, California, to John and Lorene Ross, he was 83
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August 13—Just want to let you know that Hanna Hörath has been in the Hospital since last Monday. The Dr’s found a severe intestinal infection, as of right now, Hanna is hoping to go home this week coming.

RosieQ

Jerry Middendorf
Thank you so much for the thoughts and get well message for myself and Hilde.
ME….Last 3 weeks have been an ordeal. Kidney stone, bladder backed up 2X and 2 catheters. Thanks for the prayers.
Things are flowing now if you get my drift � . Now dealing with a gout issue.
HILDE. On the mend now too. If you recall Hilde went out to pick up a prescription for me. Tripped and fell on her face/
head at the pharmacy Scraped her nose, cheek and knee. Arm is swollen. Xrays taken. Went to Hospital Emergency today.
Head Scan OK. XRAY Results from 3 different medical facilities – (1) acute hand fracture (2) Hospital – bad sprain and (3)
Hand Surgeon (nothing broken). Was told it depends on how the X-Rays are read. This is really bad.
Jerry Middendorf, we're mending. Me from the Kidney Stone. Hilde making progress from fall; scrapes are healing but Hilde still has pain and bruises on her wrist.
This stuff has to end!!!!! BACK HOME
So far 2019 has not been good.
Here's the next chapter. Doctor prescribed a new GOUT med. First pill... literature said it could cause chest pains. It
did...didn't know if it was reflux or reaction to med. .... So I went to EMERGENCY on Wednesday - August 21, 2019.
They did EKG and HEART CAT SCAN plus other test and found a major heart artery blockage. Hospital kept me overnight on
Wednesday.
Yesterday (Thursday) I had a Cardiac Catherization. It was more than 70% blocked. They had to put in a stent.
Released today Friday (August 23, 2019). Follow up with doctors next week. More meds I assume. Been told to take it easy
for the next week. Taking it easy now that’s going to be stressful
I'm Lucky. GOD is good.

Mel, I will try to give you an update on Tanja as she awaits a Liver Transplant. Since her diagnosis, this has been a roller
coaster ride. She is on the list for a Liver when someone dies that has a good Liver and is on a Donor List, very limited number available. She moves up and down on the list, from number 2 on the waiting list to number 13 on the list, she has been
called twice, rushed to New Orleans for the Transplant operation, only to be told that the Liver went to someone
else. Tanja is down to only 8% of a functioning Liver,
During the past couple of months a good Friend in Gulfport/Biloxi area has volunteered to donate part of her Liver, since
the Liver is one of the only organs that regenerates, so she has undergone many, many test. Last week she had a completer
examination to make sure she is in excellent health, I mean a complete physical, checking every organ in her body, and she
is a perfect match in perfect health, Great News. Tanja has an appointment with her Liver Doctor today, 21 August and the
Donor has an appointment on Friday. We are just hoping the operation takes place within the next week or two. When this
happens, we will be in New Orleans for a couple of weeks and then in Gulfport, MS for another 4 to 6 weeks.
I will try to keep everyone posted.
Jim Riggin

Margit Norwood— August 15, I want to pass on to our HRA members that our friend, Helga Haese, is back in the hospital.
She was readmitted on the 8th, with what she describes as breathtaking pain below the area of her surgery. The doctors
diagnosed this as very painful muscle spasms in her back and she is on an infusion for pain. GUTE BESSERUNG, HELGA!
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We will be unavailable for the upcoming reunion in Virginia. I had a cardiac arrest at the County Fair last Monday, July 29 th after volunteering at the Veterans booth from 4-7 pm. I am home now and thankful I’m alive. I had a dephibulator and pacemaker installed
on Wednesday 7/31/2019. Thank the lord that I passed out at a county fire department pavilion and was administered CPR within a
few minutes. The Lord works in mysterious ways. Let everyone know I am thinking of them also and yes I did see the other side for a
few minutes.
Regards,
Mike Assenmacher

A child - direct to manhood.
In May of 1861, 9-year-old John Lincoln "Johnny" Clem ran away from his home in Newark, Ohio, to join the Union Army, but found the Army was not interested in signing on a 9-year-old boy when the commander of the 3rd
Ohio Regiment told him he "wasn't enlisting infants," and
turned him down. Clem tried the 22nd Michigan Regiment
next, and its commander told him the same. Determined,
Clem tagged after the regiment, acted out the role of a
drummer boy, and was allowed to remain. Though still not
regularly enrolled, he performed camp duties and received
a soldier's pay of $13 a month, a sum collected and donated by the regiment's officers.
The next April, at Shiloh, Clem's drum was smashed by an
artillery round and he became a minor news item as
"Johnny Shiloh, The Smallest Drummer". A year later, at
the Battle Of Chickamauga, he rode an artillery caisson to
the front and wielded a musket trimmed to his size. In one
of the Union retreats a Confederate officer ran after the
cannon Clem rode with, and yelled, "Surrender you
damned little Yankee!" Johnny shot him dead. This pluck
won for Clem national attention and the name "Drummer
Boy of Chickamauga."
Clem stayed with the Army through the war, served as a
courier, and was wounded twice. Between Shiloh and
Chickamauga he was regularly enrolled in the service, began receiving his own pay, and was soon-after promoted to the rank of Sergeant. He was only 12 years old. After
the Civil War he tried to enter West Point but was turned down because of his slim education. A personal appeal
to President Ulysses S. Grant, his commanding general at Shiloh, won him a 2nd Lieutenant's appointment in the
Regular Army on 18 December 1871, and in 1903 he attained the rank of Colonel and served as Assistant Quartermaster General. He retired from the Army as a Major General in 1916, having served an astounding 55 years.
General Clem died in San Antonio, Texas on 13 May 1937, exactly 3 months shy of his 86th birthday, and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.
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If you’ve attended a
funeral honoring a veteran who served our
country, perhaps you
witnessed the folding
of the flag that once
covered the casket of a
loved one. Each of the
13 folds of the flag
holds great significance.
At the ceremony of
retreat, a daily observance at bases during which all personnel pay respect to the flag, “the flag is
lowered, folded in a triangle fold and kept under watch throughout the night as
a tribute to our nation’s honored dead. The next morning, it is brought out and,
at the ceremony of reveille, run aloft as a symbol of our belief in the resurrection of the body.”

1. The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.
2. The second fold signifies our belief in eternal life.
3. The third fold is made in honor and tribute of the veteran departing our ranks, and who gave a portion of his or her life
for the defense of our country to attain peace.

4. The fourth fold exemplifies our weaker nature as citizens trusting in God; it is to Him we turn for His divine guidance.
5. The fifth fold is an acknowledgment to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, “Our country, in dealing with
other countries, may she always be right, but it is still our country, right or wrong.”

6. The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

7. The seventh fold is a tribute to our armed forces, for it is through the armed forces that we protect our country and our
flag against all enemies.

8. The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light
of day, and to honor our mother, for whom it flies on Mother’s Day.

9. The ninth fold is an honor to womanhood, for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty, and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great have been molded.

10. The 10th fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since he
or she was first-born.

11. The 11th fold, in the eyes of Hebrew citizens, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon
and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

12. The 12th fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the
Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost.

13. The last fold, when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, “In God
We Trust.”
Click here to watch an Honor Guard Team demonstration of proper flag folding.
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From a Kinglsey Airman point of view, this photo of Hof at the intersection of Bismarckstraße, Pfarrstraβa, Friedrichstraβe, Brunnenstraβe, says a lot.
Located in the middle of the photo is the Deininger Brauerei, my favorite bier while I was in Hof. Later it was
torn down to make room for the Central Kauf, a shopping center. It to has been torn down to make room for another shopping center, as of yet undisclosed. Across the street, right, at Pfarrstraβa and Bismarckstraβe is the
Hotel Strauss. Some of the best food in Hof, a little pricey, but worth it. Had a meal there the night my son was
born. Across the street, right, from Hotel Strauss on Pfarrstraβa, the Gasthof Rotes Roβ. There you will find a
hundred different Schnitzels. On Pfarrstraβa behind Hotel Stress, which this photo does not show was the main
Polizei Station during our time in Hof. Just up the hill from Hotel Strasus on the right was the Silver Spindel, a
place with live music and dance. If you continued up Bismarchstraβe, you will run into the Blue Star, a favorite
restaurant. And, just past the Blue Star, a little right is Altstadt. Back down the hill, the Wine Celler is the building with the half brown bottom, tan top. One of the last places at night to close. Many a GI would end up here.
Down the street, Bismarckstraβe, to the left of the Wine Celler, on the other side of the street was Gasthof
Traube. Between Gasthof Traube and Orient Bar, the last places in Hof to close at night or morning, you would
find The Night Owls—US.

Ilse is taking action to ensure we make the 2020 Reunion in Hof. She has taken to washing paper plates. Love her.
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Please continue answering the survey if you have not replied as of yet. I am showing 55 attending the Hof Reunion, 16
have replied that will not attend, For those that have replied we will need 28 rooms at the Quality Hotel. This is one of the
areas that I was really looking for, because the reunion is being held during High Season in Hof, summer and the Volksfest.
We will try to get the registrations out shortly after the 2019 Reunion concludes, because the Quality Hotel will need reservations for rooms no later than May 15, 2020 in order to get the 88 Euro rate. I have asked for 50 rooms, as of now it looks
like 28+. I also needed an idea of how many people will need a ride during the Volksfest parade. They will hire a Tractor
with a Wagon to ride on. Many of us are at the age where walking for 2-3 miles is just too much. So all of this is the reason
for the early survey for the Reunion next year in Hof.
A Great Big Thank You to all that have Replied and to those that
will reply over the next week or two.
Thanks,
Jim Riggin, 1st VP, Hof Reunion Association

Take the, survey. Come back if you have more questions.

2020 Hof Reunion Survey

We are in the planning stage for next year's reunion in Hof. While the details are still being worked, here is what it looks
like right now. The planned dates are Tuesday 21 July to Wednesday 29 July. We have 2 tours planned: Marienbad, CZ and
Frankenwälder Brauhaus, Naila. The attached schedule will give you an idea about our plans so far. Steve Murphrey

Tentative Schedule
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To get the best price on flights, you should start early. There is a method that I found helpful.
Google has a way that will alert you when a price change takes place. The alerts are almost daily
and sometimes more than one alert per day. It is called Google Travel, type google travel in your
browser, then select it from the web. I have clipped an example. You cannot search out more
than 11 months. Meaning you cannot start using this until the month of September 2019. I
would suggest buying your tickets early. And don’t forget , from Jim, the Quality Hotel reservation needs to be made no later than May 15, 2020. Set this up early and monitor flights and
price. This will give you information on when to buy. Jim purchased his tickets in November/
December for travel in July 2019, price was in the upper $500 range. As the travel date move
closer, the price will increase. This web site will monitory price change and alert you with an
email each time it changes. Notice below “Track Prices”, activate this to use. There is a lot on
this web site page. “Dates Gride” shows a week of prices, this will help to determine the best
day to travel. “Price Graph” shows the best price each month. There is much, much more. Play
around with the site. To learn more on how to use: 1. Youtube.com, 2. Enter “Google Travel” in
the Youtube search bar.
Don’t forget to use other travel sites to compare, travel agencies and airline websites.
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Millions more will be soon be allowed to shop on military bases. But
some veterans wonder how they’ll get access.
Some veterans have contacted Military Times to say that they are eligible for the new benefit that takes effect Jan. 1, but are concerned they won’t have access to the stores. (Defense Commissary Agency/Kevin Robinson)
As defense officials get ready for 3 million
more people who will be able to shop at
military stores on base, some veterans are
wondering whether they’ll be able to use
their new benefits.
Some veterans have contacted Military
Times to say that they are eligible for the
new benefit that takes effect Jan. 1, but are
concerned they won’t have access to the
stores. That’s because they don’t have the
specific credential required ― the Veteran
Health Identification Card, or VHIC, issued
by the Department of Veterans Affairs.
Based on responses to Military Times queries, there are no answers yet for these veterans. Information was not immediately
available about how many veterans could
be affected.
Under a 2018 law, Purple Heart recipients;
former prisoners of war; veterans with a
service-connected disability from 0 to 90
percent as documented by the Department of Veterans Affairs; and certain primary veteran caregivers will be newly eligible to shop at commissaries and exchanges. It applies to all military bases, including Coast Guard.
Medal of Honor recipients and veterans with a VA-documented service-connected disability rating of 100 percent and their
authorized family members have long been authorized these privileges, under DoD policy.
Commissaries sell discounted groceries. Military exchanges sell a variety of items ranging from clothing and shoes to toys,
furniture, home appliances and electronics. They have on-base gas stations and stores that sell alcoholic beverages.
This newly eligible population will also be able to use certain morale, welfare and recreational, or MWR, facilities such as
golf courses, movie theaters, clubs and certain other programs and facilities that are self-sufficient, generating enough revenue through fees and/or sales to pay their operating costs.
The departments of Veterans Affairs, Defense and Homeland Security have been working together for months on plans for
how the program will be implemented. A crucial part of that is the credential required to get onto the base and to shop at
the stores, because most veterans who aren’t retired don’t have access to installations.
Defense officials are working to enable technology at the front gate to scan those veteran cards so veterans can get in to
use those benefits. Commissary officials are working on adjusting their technology to enable systems to read the cards.
Some veterans have said they are eligible for the new benefits because of their disability rating, but don’t qualify for the
VHIC, for various reasons. One veteran said she has tried to get answers from VA about what she can do to be able to
shop, but has been unsuccessful. “I hope the VA and DoD will work together to ensure that no veterans with a serviceconnected disability are overlooked on this benefit,” said the veteran, who asked to remain anonymous.
“The VHIC is the only credential that DoD resale and MWR facilities will accept from veterans authorized privileges solely
under the Purple Heart and Disabled Veterans Equal Access Act of 2018,” said DoD spokeswoman Jessica Maxwell.
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“Specific questions about who can and how to obtain a VHIC should be directed to the Department of Veterans Affairs.”
For their part, VA officials say DoD is in charge of this benefit expansion. "We are working with DoD to accommodate all
eligible veterans,” said VA spokesman Randy Noller.
For veteran caregivers who are newly eligible, the process will be different, initially, since caregivers aren’t directly affiliated with DoD or VA, other than through the annual appointment to be a caregiver. The benefit applies to the primary caregiver of wounded/injured veterans who are registered in the VA caregiver program. The VA will post a memo to VA.gov for
caregivers, to be used for access at the front gate, along with driver’s license or other authorized form of ID. The VA process will later transition to a caregiver-type ID card, which will have scanning swipe capability.
Some other questions from readers:
Q. How do I apply for the VHIC credential?
A. The VHIC is issued only to veterans who are enrolled in the VA health care system, according to the VA website. You can
complete an application by telephone by calling 877-222-8387, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern. You
can also apply for VA health care benefits online at www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, or in person at your local VA medical facility.
Q. Are spouses and other family members of the newly eligible veterans and caregivers able to shop and use the MWR facilities?
A. No. Family members of these eligible veterans and caregivers who aren’t eligible for privileges in their own right are not
authorized to shop, according to DoD, and the law.

Here’s how 3 million more people will get military shopping benefits (click)
Officials are working to make sure these veterans can get access to base.
By: Karen Jowers
Q. What if I don’t live near a military base, with its commissaries, exchanges and MWR facilities?
A. One option is that all honorably discharged veterans can shop online at military exchanges.
Second, there may be some extra opportunities in certain areas for commissary shopping where there isn’t a nearby commissary. DoD spokeswoman Maxwell confirms that the newly eligible veterans and caregivers of veterans will be authorized to shop at the Defense Commissary Agency’s on-site Guard and Reserve sales.
The commissary agency periodically holds these on-site sales at Guard and Reserve units around the country. This program
allows Guard and Reserve members and other authorized customers who aren’t close to a commissary to order items and
have them delivered to that location during the specific scheduled sale date.
Q. Where do I get information on locations of commissaries?
A. Click here.
Q. Where do I get information on locations of exchanges?
Those are the Army and Air Force Exchange Service stores, www.shopmyexchange.com and click “Find a store”; Coast
Guard Exchange stores, ; Marine Corps Exchange stores, and Navy Exchange stores, https://www.mynavyexchange.com/
storelocator/storesearch.jsp.
Authorized shoppers can shop at any of these stores — or will be able to Jan. 1 — regardless of which branch of service
they are or were affiliated with.
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Why You Should Come to Fredericksburg
I've been coming to the HRA reunions
starting with the 2002 reunion in Hof. I
had gotten a phone call from a guy named
Chuck Wilson, whom I had never met nor
heard of, who told me about the newly
formed HRA and its upcoming reunion in
Hof. I jumped on it, flying to Germany on
9/11/2002 (figuring that would be the
safest flight date of the year). At that reunion, I saw several people with whom I
had worked on Charlie Trick in Hof (19631965). It was a blast. Reliving memories
with those guys in the Quality Hotel bar
over an occasional fermented beverage is
something I will never forget.
A side effect happened at that reunion
that was unexpected to me: I made a
bunch of new friends. Now, when I go to
the reunions, and I have been to all of
them, I relive memories with my old
friends and my new friends. We all have
interesting stories to tell about our days
in Hof way back when. To me, the time
spent in hospitality suite (or the hotel bar
when we are in Hof) is the best part of the reunion. But of course, I enjoy every aspect of it. Just last week, Donna and I
stopped in Bel Air, Maryland to visit with Hilde and Jerry Middendorf (two of those new friends I mentioned).

At the next couple of reunions, I connected with more of my old Hof buddies, including my good friend Carl Davino and his
wife Barbara. We hung out together at the reunions, and we visited each other at home. There are now a lot of new memories to talk about in the hospitality suite. Unfortunately Carl passed away in 2011, not too long after the Ogden reunion.
He was really too sick to be at that reunion, but he came anyway. It was a difficult time. But Donna and I still hang out with
Barbara at the reunions, often including our pre- and post-reunion vacation (as we intend to do at the 2020 reunion in
Hof).
Lately, maybe because I am getting older, and maybe because of the HRA members and nonmembers who have died, I've
been thinking a lot about the members who have not been attending our reunions. I really wish those folks would come
back to our reunions. I want to reconnect with my old friends and my new friends. If your health permits it, please register
for the Fredericksburg reunion (we have extended the registration deadline to August 31st). Donna and I (and everyone
else) want to see you again.
To whet your appetite, Fredericksburg is a charming picturesque
community. We visited it last November and just last week. The
two tours we planned are a little less costly than tours at prior
reunions, somewhat offsetting the higher registration fee. But
things do cost a bit more in the Washington metropolitan area.
FYI I have already reserved a spot for our Thursday Operations
dinner at The Alpine Chef Restaurant (formerly The Bavarian
Chef). It's in the old still-in-use railroad station. They have ample
parking in the evening, including handicap parking and access,
and - you guessed it - German food and Bier.
Please send in your registrations as soon as you can.

Steven Murphrey
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HRA CONSTITUTION and BYLAWS
Recommend Changes
September 1, 2019
This is an announcement to amendment the HRA Constitution and Bylaws. Amendments will be voted on at the
2019 Reunion at Fredericksburg, VA. Changes affect the HRA voting rights of members, “all classes of members
will be able to vote”. Additions are underlined. Deletions have a line through the word.
Ref: page 4, BYLAWS
ARTICLE I – MEMBERSHIP
6. Classes of Membership:
a. Regular Member: A person who has paid membership dues for the current year. A Regular Member has
voting privileges and is eligible to hold office.
b. Honorary Member: A membership bestowed upon a distinguished citizen by the Executive Board with all
the rights and privileges of membership except the right to vote, hold office and pay dues.
c. Life Member: A former President or Reunion Chairman shall be known as a “Life Member Exempt” and
exempt from paying dues. They shall have the same privileges as a Regular Member.
d. Widow/Widower Exempt: A widow or widower of a regular prior member must register as such each year
and shall be known as a “Widow/Widower Exempt” with all the rights and privileges of membership except
the right to vote, hold office or requirement to pay dues. Widow/Widowers of Regular Paid member may
apply for Regular membership, subject to Executive Board approval.

Ref: page 5, BYLAW
ARTICLE III – REUNIONS AND MEETINGS
1. The annual reunion location will be selected by the Regular Members of the Association. The ballot will contain a minimum of two and a maximum of four cities selected by the Reunion Site Committee. The Site Selection Ballot, an to attachment to the HRA January Newsletter, will have a cutoff voting deadline of March
31.
2. At any voting meeting of the members, those present constitute a quorum. Voting is to be by “SECRET” ballot if requested by 2/3 of the Regular Members present.
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CALL FOR DOOR PRIZES FOR 2019 FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA REUNION
Hey Hofers and crafters, before we know it, once again, we’ll be
together for the 2019 Hof Reunion Association (HRA) Reunion in
FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA. So, you still have time to do what
you do best and make a donation to the 2019 Door Prize Program
(DPP)
In the past several years, our Auction (Live and Silent) and Door
Prize Program has been very popular. To organize this undertaking, HRA President JOHN LAMB has asked me (Jerry Middendorf)
to be the POINT OF
CONTACT for the
Door Prize Committee.

It may not be time to start packing for the reunion yet, but it is a good time
to think about door prizes. There are a lot of members with exceptional talent that have donated some fantastic self-made pieces of handiwork in the
past and it’s time to awaken these crafty skills again. These items are always
a highlight, with many members heading home with something they will value for years to come. Door prizes donated will again add that little extra
touch to make the 2019 FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA REUNION one of the
most memorable to date.
The live and silent auction at the TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI REUNION took in
$284.00, which helped in reducing operating cost of the 2018 reunion. Our
thanks go out to all the donated items (35 donations) and reunion attendees
that participated in the door prize/live and silent auction program. For sure I
can’t forget MIK (TOM MIKLOICHE) who volunteered to be our auctioneer at
TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI. Great job MIK!!!!!
Just to get you in a little flavor of the live auction you may want to do a search of YOUTUBE - Leroy Van Dyke - The Auctioneer - 1962 Recording at this web site - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaVTxiPBJgM . Video takes you back in
history of Leroy Van Dykes 1962 hit recording of AUCTIONEER!!!!! Some of us were in Hof at that time .
We’re looking for donations such as craft items, art work, books,
gizmos, etc., that can be presented as door prizes or for a live or
silent auction. At previous reunions, items donated included crochet doilies, wood carvings, hand crafted quilts, embroidered table runners, dirndls, oil paintings, puzzles, handmade jewelry,
German bier mugs, German/Austrian music CDs, USAFSS hat pins,
collector plates and many other items. We are not looking for
any one particular kind of item, we can use almost any type of
article and it will be greatly appreciated. So, start up your creative thinking or start a creative search for door prizes - it’s a good
time to THINK DOOR PRIZES rather than later.
Let your imagination be the only limitation as to what you bring
to 2019 HRA Reunion. To donate, merely bring the item(s) with
you to FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA, however, please give Jerry Middendorf a heads-up, via email, a telephone call, or snail
mail, ahead of time letting me know what you have planned to bring as a donation.
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One small request for documenting your donation(s). If you have the capability (1) take a picture of your donation (2)
download into your computer and (3) email to Jerry Middendorf. If you do not have the capability of downloading a picture of your donation(s) forget this request.
The DOOR PRIZE COMMITTEE encourages wide spread participation in
the door prize initiative. But if your unable to be with us in FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA and would like to donate an item, please do not
snail mail the donated item to the HRA Adjutant or Door Prize Committee.
In a situation when you
are unable to attend
the reunion and want
to donate an item, first
attempt to contact
someone that will be
driving to FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA to
transport your donated
item and (2) make arrangements for transporting the item to FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA. If that is unsuccessful, contact Jerry Middendorf to provide assistance in getting the donated item to the:
FREDERICKSBURG HOSPITALITY HOUSE
HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENER
2801 PLANK ROAD
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 22401
The proposed program will be a three-level event. Between three and six of the items as selected by the DOOR PRIZE PROGRAM COMMITTEE, will be set aside for the “live” auction, to be held at the buffet luncheon. The remaining items will be
available for the “silent” auction; on display in the hospitality room where members will bid on them with a bid sheet, the
member with the highest bid at the end of the day gets to take these cherished items home. Those items that do not receive a silent bid will be used as door prizes.
We are also looking for one or two more committee
members, so if you think you’d like to help, we welcome
you with open arms. Get involved (member, spouse or
designated other, etc.). If you are interested in joining
the HRA DOOR PRIZE PROGRAM COMMITTEE, then
please give me a heads-up, using the contact information
below:
Jerry Middendorf
405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21015
Phone - (410) 776-3637, Email j.middendorf@comcast.net
Attached for your information are a few door prizes that
have been donated at past HRA Reunions.
Thanking you in advance for past and future DOOR PRIZE
DONATIONS.
Jerry
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Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel & Conference Center (FHHHCC)
2801 PLANK RD FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22401
PHONE: 540-218-1107 | TOLL FREE: 1-800-682-1049
HOTEL RESERVATONS—Click above to see hotel website, or use the telephone numbers above or use the below direct link
provided by the hotel. Reservations are good 3 days before and 3 days after.
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS CLICK
https://reservations.travelclick.com/15003?groupID=2290979
NEW Go to website hofer1.com to view full details, directions, forms and schedule. As information is received, I will update the hofer1.com website, so keep checking back.
Things to See
Places to eat (details on two German Gasthäuser below)

Fredericksburg, VA is located between Washington DC and Richmond, VA. The main thoroughfare from Interstate 95 is Route 3
West, which is called Plank Road. Located right off of I-95, exit
130B.

Hotel Reservation—Reservations will be made by individual
attendees directly with Hotel using group code provided by the
hotel—Group Hotel Code: Hof Reunion Association. Room rates
are subject to all applicable state and local taxes, 11.3%. Room
Rate of $105.00 Single or Double Occupancy, $115.00 Triple Occupancy, $125.00 Quad Occupancy. Room rates good three days
before and three days after reunion. Cut-Off Date to secure group
rate is September 10, 2019. Any reservation received after this
date will be accepted on a space and rate availability basis. Individual reservations will not be guaranteed without first night's
deposit or credit card. Six handicap rooms available. All rooms

are non-smoking rooms. Check-in is 3:00 PM and Check-out is
12:00 PM

Includes breakfast tickets per room per night for a full hot breakfast per occupant up to four.
Pet-friendly hotel. Guest are allowed to bring their pet, dog or cat,
for a total up to 5 days. A $50.00 pet fee will be applied to the
stay. All pet-friendly rooms are designated for easy access to the
courtyard.
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THE BEST THINGS TO SEE AND DO IN FREDERICKSBURG
Four different Civil War battles raged in and around Fredericksburg, making the city a huge draw for Civil War buffs. But
there’s much more in this charming colonial town, including Revolutionary War history (George Washington was born
across the river), wine-tasting, unique shopping, and more.

HISTORIC SITES
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park
The 9,000-acre historic park in and around Fredericksburg includes four battlefields—including the famous Sunken
Road—and four historic buildings.

James Monroe Museum and Memorial Library
The fifth U.S. President established his law practice in town in 1786. This museum housed in his original office showcases
permanent and changing exhibits related to his life and times.
Historic Kenmore
George Washington’s sister lived in this stately colonial home dating from 1775. The Crowningshield Museum on the
grounds displays Virginia-made furniture and family portraits.
George Washington’s Ferry Farm
Six-year-old George Washington and his family moved to this farm in 1738, where he may or may not have cut down the
proverbial cherry tree.

SHOPPING
Old Town Fredericksburg
More than a hundred boutiques, antique shops, art galleries and studios line the the town ’s charming 40-block national
historic district.
Greenbrier Shopping Center
Discount clothing retailers and restaurants occupy this shopping center located one mile from the Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel.
Central Park
More than 200 retailers sell clothing, gifts, household items, pet supplies and more at the East Coast ’s largest outdoor
mall.
Potomac Mills
Virginia’s largest outlet mall, located 30 minutes north of Fredericksburg in Woodbridge, features more than 200 stores.

FAMILY FUN
Paramount Kings Dominion
A 400-acre amusement park with more than 60 rides (including 13 roller coasters and a 20-acre water park) located
about 35 miles south of Fredericksburg.
Adventure Park at Wilderness Presidential Resort
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Kids of all ages enjoy an adventure course featuring a rickety bridge, spider’s web, canyon jump, zip line and more.
Children’s Theater at Riverside Center
Take the kids to see a live show geared toward the younger set.
Indoor Bounce House
Enjoy the region’s biggest and best indoor play center, including bounce houses, slides and obstacle courses.

CULTURE
Art Galleries
Fredericksburg is an artist’s haven, with dozens of art galleries dotting the historic downtown area. Be sure to stop by Liberty Town Arts Workshops, with more than 25 unique artist studios.
Broadway at the Riverside Center Dinner Theater
Enjoy a Broadway musical production at Virginia’s only dinner theater.
Klein Theatre of the University of Mary Washington
This intimate, state-of-the-art, 233-seat theater has staged theater and dance productions since 1952. Four main-stage productions are produced each academic year.

SIGHTSEEING
Fredericksburg’s Olde Towne Carriage Tours
Hop aboard a romantic carriage for an exploration of Fredericksburg’s colonial heart in style.
Trolley Tours of Fredericksburg
Explore historic Fredericksburg by 75-minute narrated trolley tour. Tours begin at the Fredericksburg Visitor Center.
Fredericksburg Hauntings
Fredericksburg is one of the America’s most haunted cities. Wander the town’s dark streets as you hear tales of lives and
events of the still lurking dead.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
Abel Reservoir
This 185-acre reservoir in Falmouth features a fully stocked fishing area, boat ramp, hiking and picnicking.
Canal Path
This paved 1.8-mile pathway winds along the canal from Fall Hill Avenue to Princess Anne Street in Fredericksburg.
Fredericksburg Skydiving Center
See Fredericksburg from new heights on a tandem skydive from 12,000 feet.
Lake Anna State Park
More than 13 miles of hiking trails, a guarded swimming beach, a children’s play area, and a boat ramp highlight this scenic, 2,304-acre park on Lake Anna, in Spotsylvania.
Golf
You’ll find excellent golf courses in the Fredericksburg area, including Gauntlet Golf Club, Lee ’s Hill Golfer’s Club, and Wilderness Presidential Resort in Spotsylvania.
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Tour 1

Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
October 1—Depart Hotel 0900 a.m. and return 1:00 p.m.

Two large hangars display thousands of aviation and space artifacts, including a Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird, a Concorde, and
the Space Shuttle Discovery. The Center also offers the Airbus IMAX® Theater, the Donald D. Engen Observation Tower, and
the Mary Baker Engen Restoration Hangar. Researchers will also find the majority of the Archives' collections at the UdvarHazy Center reading room. Click on links to open.

VIRTUAL TOUR
Take a virtual tour. Hope you have time to spare, get
ready for a ride of your life. To start the tour, click on
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center. Once the website is open,
move around the photo, hold down the left mouse
button to lock onto the photo. You can rotate the photo 360 degrees, left/right, up/down and advance/
return. Lower right corner of photo, these commands
will do the same as the mouse, 1 is upper level and LL is
lower level of museum. Lower left small photo is method to go directly to location. To use, place mouse on
top of photo, photo will enlarge showing the commands. Suggestion, arrow top left will close/open pho-

tos of displays. TO RETURN TO A POSITION, use return
arrow of website.
Lets get started. With the website open, place the cursor on the photo. You should see an arrow on the floor
indicating your location. Forward of that is an X, click
on the X to move into the Museum. Use the roll button
to enlarge the photo where you can see up close an
item or be able to read the signs. Use the left mouse
button, hold down, turn left/right, up/down. To advance, continue to click the X. At the hall intersection,
which there are two on the top level, you can turn left/
right or go straight. At any time you can jump back or
forth from level 1 to LL by clicking on the icons lower
right. Enjoy.
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Select an exhibit gallery for more information. To locate a specific artifact, search the objects on display, at present there are 5957
objects on display. Please note that object locations may change, and exhibit galleries may occasionally be closed to the public without prior notice.

1. Vertical Flight
2. Sport Aviation
3. General Aviation
4. Business Aviation
5. Commercial Aviation
6. Pre-1920 Aviation
7. World War II Aviation
8. Korea and Vietnam
9. Cold War Aviation

10. Modern Military Aviation
11. Aerobatic Flight
12. World War II German Aviation
13.Ultralight Aircraft
14. Interwar Military Aviation
20. Human Spaceflight
21. Space Science
22. Applications Satellites
23. Rockets and Missiles
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Tour 2—Trolley Tour of Fredericksburg
October 3—Depart Hotel 9:30 a.m. and return 1:00 p.m. (click)

Board Trolley Tours of Fredericksburg for a 75-minute trolley tour to see some of Old
Town Fredericksburg’s most historic sites and streets with a trained, licensed guide.
Learn about the many famous and interesting people and events that have taken
place since the city was established in 1728. If you listen closely, you may even pick
up a few amusing and not-so-well known facts about the people and places that you
will see along the way! The kind of things you won't learn just walking around on
your own. After your tour, you will have a better idea of the local history and the
many attractions Fredericksburg has to offer. You will also have a better idea of
where you want to start as you go back to visit the many living history museums,
homes and businesses of Fredericksburg most famous residents. People like George Washington, Mary Washington, and James Monroe. Places like the Rising Sun Tavern, Fredericksburg's only proper tavern and the former home of Charles Washington, Dr. Hugh Mercer's Apothecary Shop, Kenmore Plantation and many more. After tour, stroll downtown to visit the shops and restaurants. Return to
Hotel 1:00 p.m.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site)
Chatham Manor
Rocky Lane and City Dock
Ferry Farm
Hugh Mercer’s Apothecary Shop
Rising Sun Tavern
Mary Washington House
Kenmore
Hugh Mercer Monument
Religious Freedom Monument

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
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Mary Washington Grave & Monument
Confederate Cemetery
Brompton
Richard Kirkland Monument
Fredericksburg battlefield Visitor Center
Slave Auction Block
James Monroe Museum
Court House (1852)
George Washington Masonic Museum

Be a part of the future planning and management of the
HRA
I'm still trying to identify candidates for the HRA Board. For now, I need to
identify nominees for Secretary (Newsletter Editor) and Second Vice President (remember, the Second VP moves up to the First VP, then to President,
and has the opportunity to plan the site and details for the 2022 Reunion). I
am also trying to identify the potential sites for the 2021 Reunion.
I would be pleased to receive any potential nominees for Newsletter Editor
or 2ndVP, or potential locations for the 2021 Reunion location. Send any recommendation
to me at murchw@aol.com.

Walt Murch

Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present
there are 139 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above
link and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in
Hof Germany and are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

Hof Reunion Association Web Site
Hof Reunion Official History
Hof Air Station History

Hof Reunion Association Forms

Constitution & Bylaws

Registration Form

Monthly Newsletter

Schedule of Events

Hofer1 Website
Your holiday in Bavaria
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