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Greg Krcma

The 2018 Reunion in Tunica, Mississippi
was a great success. At first, travel and
arrival in the Tunica area, I had misgivings.
It appeared there was nothing in the area,
Field upon field of soybeans and cotton.
What do we do during free time? It did
not turnout the way I first envisioned.
There was much to do. Primally, the free
time geared around the casinos. I know
my wife enjoyed being with our friends
and spent as much time together as possible, never tiering, always on the go. With
the setup as was, it created an atmosphere of “doing things together”. Many
gathered in the hospitality suite, talking of
past and present. Here, many a night out
was planned.
Food at the Hollywood Café was
indescribable.
You had to experience it to believe it.
Many returned for three/four times. I ate
there twice, first time was the catfish.
Second time, ribs and a lucky mistake by
partaking of the apple pie and ice cream,
soo good. Dam, I had a good time.
I have started a website to help with the
upcoming 2019 Reunion in Fredericksburg,
VA, Sep 29—Oct 5. You will find information on the reunion at hofer1.com. As
more comes available, I will post on the
website.
I took quite a few photos at the reunion.
So many, some may have tired of me asking, smile. To view and copy the photos
go to the hofer1.com website and at the
top is a menu, select photos, a drop down
will appear. Select the photos you would
like to view. Click on a photo to enlarge
and move to the left or right and click to
advance. Use the right mouse button, select copy or save.

Adjutant Report—September
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LOST MEMBERS
Final Flyby

Ladies Serving in Heaven

Joseph Casimir Dernoga

Janet Thompson

John Allan O'Brien
Victor A. Cole
Claude Richard "Spider" Merry
Paul H. Hass
David T. Young
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Harold Robinson - October 2, 1940
Dirke Vallo - October 2, 1940
Nancy Desch - October 3, 1943
Brenda Sturzl - October 4, 1945
Roy Witthoft - October 4, 1946
Thomas Mikloiche - October 5, 1945
Marcey Sturdevant - October 5, 1937
Virginia Shifflett - October 6, 1935 (83)
Stephen Murphrey - October 7, 1942
Ruthie Costello - October 8, 1943
Brigitte Schwandt - October 9, 1950
Clyde Brown - October 10, 1938
Anthony Gambone - October 10, 1942
Robin Persons - October 10, 1962
Frank Sturzl - October 10, 1945
James Crutchfield - October 11, 1945
Sidney Futrell - October 12, 1938
Rosie Wetzel - October 12, 1961
Vince Carnes - October 13, 1943
Gail Cicutto - October 15, 1947
John Pace - October 15, 1937

Ralph Christianson - October 17, 1939
Jerry Robinson - October 17, 1945
Brigitte Cook - October 18, 1951
Donald Spirk - October 21, 1938
Louis & Fern Rocha - October 22, 2005
Claudia Tiller - October 22, 1935 (83)
Douglas Wampole - October 22, 1942
Patrick Gallagher - October 23, 1943
Johnnie Lee Alliston Jr. - October 25, 1942
Joan Donofrio - October 25, 1942
Gordon Schultz - October 25, 1944
Alice Habecker - October 26, 1935 (83)
Victoria Collier - October 27, 1941
Roy Tiller - October 27, 1930 (88)
James Frost - October 29, 1943
Laura Evans - October 30, 1945
Dan Holden - October 30, 1940
Joseph Olenik - October 30, 1942
Terry Persons - October 30, 1946
Peggy Slothower - October 30, 1948
Elfriede Williams - October 31, 1938

Alles Gute zum Geburtstag
The average age for HRA members is
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Robert & Bonnie Norman - October 1, 1982
Michael & Ursule Assenmacher - October 3, 1970
Stu & Marcey Sturdevant - October 5, 1953
Harold & Helga Robinson - October 12, 1963
Gary & Sandy Cherpes - October 13, 1962
Roy & Claudi Tiller - October 14, 1995
Daniel & Barbara Haywood - October 19, 1968
Bruce & Margaret Gallagher - October 21, 1972
Ronald & Joyce Coey - October 23, 1996
Robert & Lilo Sherwood - October 24, 1963
Chuck & Ginny Garbers - October 26, 1963
Bruce & Barbara Flannery - October 27, 2009
William & Elaine Hansberger - October 27, 1967
Billy & Phyllis Thomas - October 30, 1965
Freddy & Helga Bales - October 31, 1966

Stu & Marcey Sturdevant—65 years

Average years married for HRA member is 44 years.

Hochzeitstag Alles Gute.

Daniel & Barbara Haywood—50 years
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Flyby List
John Allan O’Brien, Joseph Casimir Dernoga, Victor A. Cole, Claude
Richard “Spider” Merry, Harald Rossner

Spouses Serving in Heaven
Hilde S. Morse, July 2, 1937—April 1, 2018
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From Dan Scanny—HI, Mel. Sad news. John O'Brien & I were both assigned to Baker Flight @ the
6915th during the entire time that I was in Hof - 62/64. We both hailed fm NJ & were roommates during my final year in Hof - 63/64 & never had any contact after I returned to the ZI in late 8/64.
John Allan O’Brien—died after a long illness on March 2, 2018 at Hospice of Citrus County and The Nature Coast. He was born in the Bronx, New York, on May 9, 1940 to John Holland O'Brien and Dorothea
Spiers. Against O'Brien tradition, his family moved to Englewood, New Jersey, where he lived along
with two sisters, Janet and Natalie.
John earned his Bachelor's degree at St. Peter's College, Jersey City, New Jersey, and shortly thereafter
enlisted in the US Air Force. After basic training, he was stationed in Hof, Germany, and with his love of
learning, learned to speak German and met his wife's German family, the Landgrafs.
After an honorable discharge from the Air Force, he married his sweetheart Theresa Fischer in 1965, and together they
moved to Parsippany, New Jersey, and raised their 3 sons, John, Michael and Christopher. He became a sales manager for
Black & Decker Mfg. Co., and worked in that capacity until retirement in 1999. Not ready for retirement, he decided to become a substitute teacher, hoping to make a difference in some young person's life.
John and Theresa moved to Sugarmill Woods in 2004. Besides his wife, he is survived by his sister Natalie O'Brien, his 3
sons, John, Michael and Christopher and six grandchildren, Gus, Mick, Ken, Samantha, Emily, and Haydn. Interment will be
a military funeral on March 21, 2018 at the Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida.at 10:30 a.m. .
Joseph Casimir Dernoga—On Sept. 3, 2018, we lost Joseph Casimir Dernoga better known as "Crypto
Dude". Joe graduated from St Casimir School, Mt. St Joe and attended Hopkins University. He
worked for NASA-followed by the Air Force elite ELECT COMM and CRYPTO SYST. Upon his honorable discharge from the Air Force, he worked for NASA-RCA throughout all Gemini Missions. followed
by the DIA during the Vietnam era.
He enjoyed building computers, was an avid gun collector and loved looking at the river from his waterfront home. He was a patriot , proud of his country and had love and respect for all Veterans.
Joe was born on Sept. 19, 1940 in Baltimore Md. at Johns Hopkins and passed on Sept. 3, 2018 at his
home which was his wish.
He was preceded in death by his parents Joseph S Dernoga and mother Agnes Dernoga (nee Gorska).
He was the father of Joseph Albert Dernoga and Suzanne Garcia of Colorado. Beloved Grandfather of
Claudia Garcia and Julia Garcia of Colorado...….Deeply loved brother of Lorraine Biernat of Glen Burnie, Devoted Uncle of the late Gene Joseph Miller, the late Joseph Miller and much loved Uncle of Dennis Paul Miller of
Whiteford, his wife and 5 children. Loving cousin of Michael Dernoga of Phila…...he leaves behind many neighbors and
friends that will miss him and loved him deeply.
Victor "Vic" Cole, 72, of Mount Holly passed away December 7, 2014, at his residence. He was born
on July 8, 1942, the second of 9 children born to Impi and Lloyd Cole. Mr. Cole attended Black River
High School, graduating in 1960. Vic enlisted in the U.S. Air force and spent his military years in Germany and Turkey. Stationed on the Black Sea, his unit monitored Russian military satellites during
the Bay of Pigs invasion. Returning from Europe, Vic was hired by IBM in Essex Junction. And during
his 35-year tenure at IBM he moved steadily up the capital-procurement ladder. He ended his career
as a Senior Contract Negotiator. Vic was well known and respected throughout the semiconductor
industry as tough at the bargaining table but a Fair guy. He had been a resident of Essex, Manassas,
VA, and Rutland before moving back to Mount Holly in 2011 when built the Frog Pond Blueberry
farm. Mr. Cole was a lifelong member of the North Country Sportsman's Club, where he was named
the lifetime president, and the American Legion. In 1967 he met Paula Dockum and on January 26,
1968, they were married. Together they had 3 children: Stacey Cole of San Francisco, CA, Andrea Cole
Booska of Burlington, a son Gregory Cole of Kansas City, MO. His life was never more complete than grandchildren time;
they are his living legacy; Victoria Booska, Ella Booska, Brooke Booska and Elijah Cole. In addition, Vic leaves behind 3 sisters (Stephanie Smith, Valerie Perrino, and Carol Fahey) and 4 brothers ( John Cole, Gary Cole, Rodney Cole and Norman
Cole). He was predeceased by his parents and his older brother, Warren. God speed, Vic. May hunting camp be warm, may
the beer be always cold, and fair winds and following seas.
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Claude was born on March 9, 1935 and passed away on Tuesday, November 14, 2017. Claude was a
resident of Jackson, Tennessee at the time of passing. He was born in Glasgow Mt.He was the son of
Virgil and Ruby Horsford Merry.Claude started school in rural McCone Co Montana. He walked 5
miles to school. Later he attended Circle schools. He was a member of the class of 52. After graduation he worked for Sterhan Constrution building the Cirle High School, In the fall of 53 he entered the
USAF.He was stationed at KellyAir Force base where he took Linguistics training. He was then sent to
Monterey Ca to learn the Russian language, From there he was sent to Hof, Germany. He worked in
the Intelligence service up until he married a German National. When this assignment was over he
returned to the states with his wife Helga and infant daughter, Debbie. He reenlisted in1958. This
time he chose electronics at Keesler Air Base in Ms. He graduated with the highest score ever
achieved. He was assigned to Moffit Field at Sunnyvale. His unit was selected many, many times as
"Outstanding Unit" of the A.F. Then on to Vandenburg to finish out his 25 years. After retiring spent 9 years with Ford Aerospace.. Claude lived in Lompoc many years before moving to Jackson Tn., with wife Ginny.. Claude was preceded in death by
his parents, wives Helga and Darlene and one half brother Troy Lindsey Survivors are his wife Ginny of Jackson Tn ;one
daughter Debbie of Panama City Florida; one son Douglas of San Francisco Ca; one step daughter LeeAnn of Santa Maria CA;
sisters Reba Sept Circle Mt; and Lana Craig of Scottsdale Az. 4 half-sisters, Darlene Hamburg of Hardin Mt; Linda Rash of
Grand Junction Corsetry Putmen of Las Cruces N.M; and Billie Lindsey od Albuquerque N.M.One uncle Ed Horsford and wife
Wanda of Hale Center Tx.
David Young and Paul Hass were listed in the July Newsletter Obituaries. Margit Norwood brought it to our attention, David
and Paul were not listed in the Memorial Services at Tunic, 2018. Paul and David will be included in the 2019 Memorial services. My apologize Margit.

Mark Clemons—To all my friends and family. Hip surgery Monday. Repairs to the
parts put in 2 years ago. I managed to dislodge the socket part somehow, probably
thru a fall. Only be in the hospital a day or two. Keep me in your prayers.
Prayers from the HRA.
Ok friends and family, in room after 4 hour surgery. They had to redo all the hardware in my left hip so have to stay off of it for 6 weeks instead of 3. Pray for Peggy.
Feeling pretty good but will get rather cranky being restricted for so long.

Helga Haese—Hello Mel, I just got a message from HARALD ROSSNER‘S daughter Sandra, that Harald died last Wednesday.
We attended the same school from 1960-1964, and his family and mine kept yearlong
contact and we even spent some vacations together. His wife Angie proceeded him in
death several years ago. Sandra is the surviving daughter. I checked the Hof on-line
newspaper but could not find any printed obituary.

I am in the Bamberg Klinikum right now and had a tumor removed close to my left eye.
Helga
HRA
So sorry to hear about the Basal-cell carcinoma operation. Our best wishes with a
speedy recover. Our fingers are crossed the report comes back as non-cancerous. Keep
us updated. Helga helped organized some of the early reunions in Hof.
You are in our thoughts and prayers.
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Hof had a Wienerwald located at he corner of Kulmbacher Strass & Ernst-Reuter-Strasse. I believe it opened in 1967. The
rotisserie you see above was what your saw through the window when passing. When stationed at Rhein Main, 1982 to
1985, it was open. Ilse, my wife, worked there, 2 years. The best chicken in Hof was the Silver Spindle and second, the
Wienerwald.
Wienerwald Franchise GmbH is a German franchise chain of fast-food restaurants with current and/or former stores
in Germany, Austria, Turkey, Egypt, Hungary, United Arab Emirates, United States and Romania specializing
in Hendl, Schnitzel, and other chicken products. Its name means Vienna Woods. Founded in 1955 by Linz restaurateur Friedrich Jahn (1923 – 1998) in Munich, Wienerwald rapidly grew to become Europe's largest chain of fast-food restaurants –
with more than 1600 restaurants in 1978 . Today is but a skeleton of its younger years. At the end of 2017 23 restaurants
remained in Germany (sited most densely in Bavaria).
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Oktoberfest—The first keg has been tapped and the beer is flowing as the 185th Oktoberfest gets underway in Munich, September 22, 2018. Mayor Dieter Reiter inserted the tap in the first keg
on today with two blows of a hammer and the cry of 'O'zapft is' - 'it's tapped.' Around 6 million visitors
are expected at the festival grounds in Munich before the Oktoberfest ends on October 7th. Beer prices
are up again, with a liter (2-pint) mug costing up to 11.50 euros ($13.50) - a 55-cent increase over last
year. Some of the larger Oktoberfest beer tents can accommodate 7,000 to nearly 10,000 people.

The festival has annually served about 7 million liters of beer; that is
enough to fill nearly three Olympic-size swimming pools

There is 549,899 units of chicken at the festival, as well as 140,225
pairs of sausages and 44,320 kg of fish among much more
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Before World War II, Dresden was
called “the Florence of the Elbe” and
was regarded as one the world’s most
beautiful cities for its architecture and
museums. On the night of February
13, hundreds of RAF bombers descended on Dresden in two waves, dropping
their lethal cargo indiscriminately over
the city. The city’s air defenses were so
weak that only six Lancaster bombers
were shot down. By the morning,
some 800 British bombers had
dropped more than 1,400 tons of highexplosive bombs and more than 1,100
tons of incendiaries on Dresden, creating a great firestorm that destroyed
most of the city and killed numerous
civilians. Later that day, as survivors
made their way out of the smoldering
city, more than 300 U.S. bombers began bombing Dresden’s railways,
bridges and transportation facilities,
killing thousands more. On February
15, another 200 U.S. bombers continued their assault on the city’s infrastructure. All told, the bombers of the
U.S. Eighth Air Force dropped more
than 950 tons of high-explosive bombs
and more than 290 tons of incendiaries
on Dresden. Later, the Eighth Air Force
would drop 2,800 more tons of bombs
on Dresden in three other attacks before the war’s end.
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2018 Reunion
The 2018 Reunion at Tunica, Mississippi was a great success. Our members traveled from far and wide. We were
fearful that 2017 would rear its ugly head once more. Hurricane Irma, September 2017, forced cancellation of some
of our members attending the 2017 Reunion in Albuquerque, New Mexico. With the fast approaching of Hurricane
Florence, Dae Ja Vue. We monitored Hurricane Florence throughout the reunion. Our heartfelt Prayers go out to all
of those who underwent and endured the devastation from Hurricane Florence.
Day 1, Sep 9 – Registration
Quite a few of the members came in a day or two early. Some to checked out the area and make trips to Memphis.
Others to attend Old Miss football game. The Executive Board set up the Hospitality Room,
mostly Jim Riggin, with help from others. And then, the Registration Area setup, directed by
Bill Ward and Stephen Murphrey. After lunch the Registration for the Reunion took place in
the Sweet Bay room. And, at the same time, the Hospitality room opened. The Hospitality room and what we can do,
bring in snacks, drinks and alcohol has become a tradition. The negotiation with the hotels is an undertaken in its self,
that so far has been mastered by the HRA Planning Committee, well done. Wi- Fi Range Extender – I had problems
connecting to the web in the Resorts Casino Tunica Hotel. I wasn’t the only one. Those living on the 4th floor, for
sure. I am lost without the web. I am every in contact with the HRA members and non-members, a golf group I manage and of course the Hof Reunion Association Facebook page, among others. Research led me to a WiFi Range Extender Amplifier. There are many on the market. Price ranges from $16 up. Go to the Walmart.com web page and
type in WiFi range extender. Also, might find it useful at home. As the saying goes, don’t leave home without one.
Memorial – It was brought to my attention by Jerry Middendorf, Helga Haese and Margit Norwood that some of those
who passed in 2018 and prior were left off the 2018 Memorial Services at the Tunica Reunion, David Young and Paul
Hass. Both David and Paul were listed in the July Newsletter. Actions have been taken, we hope, that will prevent this
from happening. I recently emailed you a current copy of the Master Roster. Two of the tabs at the bottom are the
Final Flyby and Ladies Serving in Heaven listing. We ask, if you know someone that is not listed on the Final Flyby and
Ladies Serving in Heaven listing, please email names and information you may have, i.e. date of passing, an obituary.
With this information, I will research the web for an Obituary that will be published in the Newsletter. As for David
Young and Paul Hass, they will be included in the Memorial Services at the 2019 Reunion.
Day 2, Sep 10 – Membership Meeting
The Hospitality Room opened at 08:00. Members were up and about. Some due to the time zone change, Not. The
places to eat breakfast in the Hotel was the Delta Blues Buffet and EATs. It was a morning pack that many of us
crossed during the reunion, eating breakfast at the EATs. Bill Ward, President, gaveled the General Membership
Meeting to order at 4:00 PM. Francis Fukomoto, our Chaplin, said a pray. The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was
next. Bill stated the 2018 Reunion set a record; the record - Smallest HRA Reunion, good things come in small packages. 2017 HRA Minutes, written by our past Secretary, Margit Norwood was present to the members for review and
comment by Melvin Hamill. John Lamb, 1st Vice President (2019 President), reported on the 2019 Reunion. The 2019
Reunion will be September 29 thru October 5, at the Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel & Conference Center.
You will find references to websites in this Newsletter. Full details will be in the January Newsletter. There are many
great tour selections. If you have a tour request, please submit it ASAP to John Lamb – racerjl3@msn.com. The Election of the 2019 HRA Board was next. The Board Members for 2019 are: John Lamb - President; 1st Vice President Jim Riggin; 2nd Vice President – Walter Murch; Adjutant – Steven Murphrey; Secretary – Melvin Hamill, Treasurer –
Rosie Queen; Webmaster – Jerry Mangas; and Executive Board Advisor – Bill Ward. Treasurer Report presented by
Rosie Queen was briefed next, see copy this newsletter. Rose stated, “The HRA is in good financial condition. The
turnaround from 2017 was attributed to the reunion planning committee setting guidelines for pricing of hotel rooms
and ensuring ad Aquent charges for buffet, banquet and tours”. Jim Riggin briefed the 2020 Reunion proposed site
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locations. The locations to be looked at are Hof, Germany; Omaha, NE and Baton Rudge, LA. Each site will be covered
in the January Newsletter; along with voting forms, please vote. Meeting was adjourned at 16:49.

Day 3, Sep 11 – Tour 1 – Memphis
The buses departed the hotel at 9:30. There was enthusiasm to get started. This tour was jammed packed with information, history and Oh! Yes, Memphis food. Some of the sites were: Mississippi River, Cotton Row, Victorian Village
(built in 1800s), Lorraine Hotel (Site of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s assassination), St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
(a hospital started by Danny Thomas for the treatment of Children with cancer. The cost for treatment is $0.00, to include housing the family during treatment.); Stop by at Elvis Presley’s Graceland; The Peabody Hotel (Stop to see the
March of the World-Famous Ducks); Sun Studio (Where Elvis recorded his first hits.); Bass Pro Shop Pyramid (formerly
Memphis pro basketball team location); World Famous Beale Street (tour photos at (hofer1.com) and write up in this
newsletter. We took a break before heading back to the Hotel and of course to sample Memphis famous Barbeque
(see photos this newsletter) and to walk Famous Beale Street, famous for food and music. Saw a sign at start of Beale
Street – First Chance for a Drink with an arrow pointing to the location and under this, Second Chance 25 Feet.

Day 4, Sep 12 – Membership Buffet Lunch and Group Dinner
One could take their time to eat breakfast, morning open. If you are an early riser, maybe breakfast, but for most the
lure of a buffet lunch dampened the appetite. The Buffet Lunch started on time, 12:00 PM. The luncheon consisted of
cold cuts, vegetables, breads, dessert, drinks and condiments. You could go back for 2nds or 3rds or more. Jerry Middendorf accepted the task of organizing and running the Door Prize Program and Live and Silent Auction. Thomas Mikloiche was the auctioneer. See Jerry’s article in this Newsletter for full coverage of the Auction. After the auction,
many returned to the Hospitality Room to discuss the Group Dinners at various locations. One of the locations selected was the Hollywood Café. This place from the outside looked like an old run-down, closed gas station with pumps
removed, with no up keep. I liked the food so much I retuned for a second dinner. Some I hear 3 and 4 times. The
first time I had catfish, oh my, and the vegetables were from right-down-yonder, goood. The second time was barbeque spare ribs, heavily. To top it off, dessert, why not, Apple Pie with Ice Cream. It was served in an old iron skillet
which was used to heat the pie. My, I left there with a smile on my face and a desire to return.
Day 5, Sep 13 – Tour 2 – Mississippi River Boat Sightseeing Cruise
This day most ate breakfast at the EATs as it would be a long day with no scheduled break for lunch/dinner. The bus
departed at 12:30. By this time we were familiar with the local area and the ride to Memphis. Upon arrival at the boat
terminal, Bill Ward acquired the boarding passes and distributed to the membership. The sightseeing cruise was a 90minute tour that took us down and up the Mighty Mississippi in the Memphis area with a live historical commentary.
The tour commentator was to me the best we have had. He started before we departed the docks and continued
throughout the cruise. The information rendered was very entertaining, historical, comprehensive and interesting
narrative of past and present Mississippi River life and the Memphis area. Great view of the connecting bridges between Tennessee and Arkansas, the Memphis area, Bass Pro. I’m glad I made the tour. You can see photos at hofer1.com. The bus returned to the Hotel at 5:30, just in time to cleanup and eat. Most had planned the evening, to
eat at one of the casinos, which there were many casinos, and a night of gambling.
Day 6, Sep 14 – Frauen Kaffee Klatsch and Banquet
The morning was open for all to relax and prepare for the upcoming events. The Hospitality Room is The Gathering
Place. At the start of the Reunion, the Hospitality Room was set up by board members and others, mainly Jim Riggin.
As the 2nd Vice President, Jim is task with setup, maintaining, restocking supplies and the aftermath of gathering, loading and transporting back to home base, Colorado Spring. It was during this time 2017 Reunion; loading up, Jim’s
truck was stolen. Jim was briefed by the Police, New Mexico, he would never see his truck again. Jim purchased a
pickup to replace the stolen truck. The stolen pickup was located some weeks later and Jim made the trip back to New
Mexico. Now Jim is blessed with 2 pickups. The Hospitality room is stocked out of the HRA bank account. The dona13

tions from the membership help defray the costs for stocking and restocking the Hospitality Suite, but lately it has
come up short. This year the supplies cost $488 and donations were $205. The Frauen Kaffee Klatsch was at 3:00 PM.
I think it is a secret gathering. Ilse talks little about the meeting. Jim, he had to stand by to restock, if needed. The
time was moved up an hour. Men who do the scheduling, do not or did not consider the time required for the Ladies
to prepare for the Banquet. Believe me, we do now, sorry girls. At 5:30 PM the Banquet area is open. Members arrive
early to chit-chat and to locate seating. Standing guard is Greg Krcma, Sergeant at Arms. One of Greg’s duties is to ensure all attending have HRA name tags. The HRA name tags ensure you have registered for the reunion. This year Melvin Hamill and Jerry Mangas took photos of the arriving members. I use the pictures often in the Monthly Newsletter.
He has a bank of photos, however the ones he has is out of date. To view the 2018 Reunion Photos, go to the website
Hofer1.com. You can view Photos for prior reunions, dating back to 2003, at the HRA Flickr Web Site (click to open).
The Magnolia Room setting was great. I would make one recommendation for the following Reunion. The HRA Reunions are getting smaller, which means more room in the Banquet area. The tables this year seated eight, maybe 6
next year. Bill Ward opened the 2018 Banquet at 6:00 PM by welcoming all. Followed by Posting of the Colors, performed by Rose Fort High School AFJROTC. The American National Anthem and the Germany Anthem was sung by
Frau Riggin. Thanks to Traudl who has been singing the Anthems for many years. Last year in New Mexico, she was
accompanied by Robert Höerath our past Germany Representative. Memorial Service and Invocation was given by
Francis Fukumoto, Francis is the HRA Chaplain. The Memorial Services consist of Francis leading and conducting Memorial Service in honor of those of the Hof Reunion Association who have passed 2018 and those who were reported
to us in 2018. Each person’s name is read aloud. Accompanying Francis this year was Jerry and Hilde Middendorf.
David Young and Paul Hass were listed in the July Newsletter Obituaries. Margit Norwood brought it to our attention,
David and Paul were not listed in the Memorial Services at Tunic, 2018. Paul and David will be included in the 2019
Memorial services. My apologize Margit. A Missing Man Table also known as Fallen Comrade Table is setup by Francis.
It is set in honor of those who have passed. This year the Rose Fort HS AFJROTC conduct the Flag Folding Ceremonial.
If you’ve attended a funeral honoring a veteran who served our country, perhaps you witnessed the folding of the flag
that once covered the casket of a loved one. Each of the 13 folds of the flag holds great significance (see this Newsletter for the 13 steps). Roy Tiller, as the old HRA attendee was presented the folded Flag. Roy was born October 27,
1930, 88 years young. Roy and Claudia have attended most of the HRA reunions. My wish is I look and get around as
well as Roy when I am his age, stay young Roy. The dinner was buffet style. The food was great, I did not hear one
complaint, all you could eat. The night included a 50/50 drawing. Ticket sales amounted to $710. The Door Prize
took in $284, thanks Jerry Middendorf. The program concluded and now the time to dance. Thanks to our ladies, the
dance floor was the hot spot and the place to be. The ladies enticed the AFJROTC to join and the show was on. Ladies
you have now lost a step, I wish I could say the same for the men.
Day 7, Sep 15 – Aufwiedersehen Breakfast
The attendees arrived at the Reunion in many different forms of transportation – POV, Taxi, Rental, Uber. As such,
departure times varied. Breakfast was joined by many, but many had to depart early. Some stay for an extra day or
two. I took an Uber from Memphis to the Resorts Casino Hotel, Tunica MS. After talking with some of the attendees, I
found out Uber was not allowed to originate from the Tunica Casino area. This left me without return transportation
to Memphis to catch my flight to Baltimore. Rose, our Treasurer, was a life saver. She drove Ilse and I and would not
allow me to pay for gas or to give her money. Thank you so, so much Rose. I personally had a super great time. At
first, I had doubts. As we drew closer to the Hotel, all one saw was soybean and cotton fields, No McDonald’s, No
Burger King’s, No Walmart’s. After a few days I observed the attendees were staying together more, more visited and
stayed in the Hospitality room. Many grouped together for a night at the other Casinos. Eating out was an occasion
enjoyed by large numbers. Ilse enjoyed going to the casinos with friends. Dam, I had a great time. I wish all the best
of health and hope to hear from you throughout the year. See you next year in Frederiksberg, VA.
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Rosie Queen presented the HRA Financial Statement, September 18 at the Membership meeting
in Tunica, MS.
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2018 Hof Reunion
Tunica, Mississippi
Attendees
Bob Alekson

Dick Kreuzer

Rose Queen

Sandy Alekson

Heidi Kreuzer

Mary Richardson

Jim Alexander

John Lamb

Jim Riggin

Susan Alexander

Bill Little

Traudl Riggin

Willies Ballou

Nita Luckenbill

Kip Schloegel

Cathye Ballou

Jerry Mangas

Tanja Schloegel

David Barnes

Jerry Middendorf

John Scholl

Terry Barnes

Hilde Middendorf

Janette Scholl

Mike Boggs

Norman E. Hines

Ramon Schuety

Christina Boggs

Ursula I. Hines

Frieda Schuety

Jerry C. Burton

Thomas Mikloiche

Michael Shanahan

Dorothy A. Burton

Inge Mikloiche

Noel Sinchak

Barbara Davino

Walter Murch

Tim Spaeth

Francis Fukumoto

Shirley Murch

Claude J. Spicer

Jo Ann Fukumoto

Steve Murphrey

Billy Thomas

Paul Fullmer

Donna Murphrey

Phyllis Thomas

Tallie Furrow

Miles Nelson

Francis Thompson

Sidney Futrell

Janice Nelson

Roy Tiller

Gayle Futrell

Thomas Nickerson

Claudia Tiller

Patrick Gallagher

Monica Nickerson

Anne Truger

Melvin Hamill

Claude Niebuhr

Bill Ward

Ilse Hamill

Susanne Niebuhr

Edie Ward

Dan Holden

C. Wade Nottingham

John K. Wible

Darlene Holden

Phyllis Nottingham

Matthew Kaiser

Harvey Pelton

Kenneth Kielbania

Linda Pelton

Gay Kielbania

Phyllis Phipps

Greg Krcma

Dorthea Powell

Sandy Krcma

Henry S. Quarterman
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DOOR PRIZE PROGRAM – LIVE AND SILENT AUCTION
by Jerry Middendorf

The Hof Reunion Association (HRA) Tunica, Mississippi 2018 Reunion door prize, silent and live auction program occurred on
Wednesday, September 12, 2018. Donated door prizes were collected on Sunday, September 9, 2018 during registration
and were placed on display giving everyone a chance to view the donated
door prizes for the silent auction.
The Door Prize Program was a three (3) part program. Three (3) donations
went to the “live” auction. The remaining items were available for the
“silent” auction and were on display in the hospitality room where reunion
attendees bid on the donation. The person with the highest bid were the
winner of the silent auction donation.
For the 2018 HRA Tunica reunion, all door prize items donated received silent
auction bids. Door Prize Program went fast for this year (2018) which provided more time for socializing and dancing.
Tom Mikloiche (HRA 2010 President – AKA: Mick) graciously volunteered as our auctioneer. With the spontaneous and hilarious help of Mick as auctioneer and with the 37 donations received from the dedicated donors and the widely enthusiastic crowd, the live and silent auction was an outstanding success. As always, Mick did a great job as auctioneer. We collected a total of $284.00 from the live and silent auction. In fact, $95.00 was collected from the top three (3) live auction donations. Monies collected from the Silent and Live Auction goes into the HRA Treasury and helps to defray reunion costs.
The door prize committee of Jerry Middendorf with the assistance of my Hofer Frau, Hilde (to keep me in line) we extend a
hearty thank you to everyone that provided crafts and other donations for the live auction and door prizes.
Historically, the Silent and Live Auction and Door Prize Program has been very popular by everyone in attendance at the annual reunions. Consistently we see the HRA is loaded with talented members, crafters and commitment to the door prizes
and auction program and “YOU” add that little extra touch to make the HRA reunions and luncheon most memorable.
Again, thanks for all your commitment and donations and congratulations to the recipients of the silent and live auction donations.
DOOR PRIZE DONATIONS. Casserole Carrier and Table Runner (both hand crafted), socks (Trachten – Bavarian), Men’s Dress
Ties (German Colors), Coffee Mugs (German), Shopping Bags (purchased in Hof), Bottle of Wine, Tee Shirt (Hof – It’s Where
My Store Begins – Purchased in Hof), Clothes (Men’s Shirts and Ladies – Blouse – Jacket – Sweater (All New).
DOOR PRIZE DONERS – Hanna Hoerath, Hilde and Jerry Middendorf, Susanne Niebuhr, Monika Nickerson and Elfrieda
Schuety.
LIVE AUCTION DONERS – Hilde Middendorf – Susanne Niebuhr.

LIVE AUCTION WINNERS – Shirley Murch, Monika Nickerson and Rosie Queen.
SILENT AUCTION WINNERS/RECIPIENTS. Cathye Ballou, David & Terry Barnes, Mike Boggs, Gayle Futrell, Ken Kielbania, Tom
Mikloiche, Shirley Murch, Monika Nickerson, Claude Niebuhr, Linda Belton, Traudl Riggin and Elfrieda Schuety.
****If by chance I failed to acknowledge someone that a provided a donation to the 2018 HRA Door Prize Program blame
the oversight on a memory issue. Once again, thanks for your participation in the Door Prize Program.
Looking forward to seeing you in Fredericksburg, Virginia in 2019. Have a safe and healthy rest of 2018 and 2019. And, by
the way it’s not to early to start thinking about donations for the 2019 Door Prize Program.
Hilde and Jerry
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The Blues City Café is located
on Beale Street in Memphis,
Tennessee. It was one of the
stops we made on our tour of
Memphis. The food was
worth dying for. I have
clipped a few of the dishes
from the Blues City Café website, which you can visit by
clicking on the link. The full
rack of ribs hung over the
plate on both sides. The
gumbo and rice is heavenly,
good as the Gumbo and
cheese fries. Ridiculous good
food. The web page has a
selection of photos on the
left. Hope I did not make you
hungry, NOT.

18

The Meaning of Flag Folds
Did you know that at military funerals, the 21 gun salute stands for the sum of the numbers in the year 1776.
Have you ever noticed how the honor guard pays meticulous attention to correctly folding the American flag 13 times? You probably
thought it was to symbolize the original 13 colonies, but we learn something new every day!
The 1st fold of our flag is a symbol of life.
The 2nd fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life.
The 3rd fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their lives for the defense
of our country to attain peace throughout the world.
The 4th fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in
time of war for His divine guidance.

The 5th fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decaur, "Our Country", in dealing with other countries, may she
always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong.
The 6th fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that We pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and
to the republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.
The 7th fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all
her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic.
The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day.
The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood, and Mothers. For it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and devotion that the
character of the men and women who have made this country great has been molded.
The 10th fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for defense of our country since they were first
born.
The 11th fold represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon and glorifies in the Hebrews eyes, the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
The 12th fold represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in the Christians eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit.
The 13th fold, or when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding us of our nations motto, "In God We Trust."

The Folding of the Flag ceremony was performed by Rosa Fort High—951, MS Air Force JROTC Honor Guard. Roy Tiller was presented
the flag as the oldest Hof Reunion Association attendee. Roy is 87 years old, healthy and in great shape. Roy and Claude have attended
most of the Reunions.
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Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel & Conference Center
2801 PLANK RD FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22401
PHONE: 540-218-1107 | TOLL FREE: 1-800-682-1049
Click link above to see hotel website
Go to website hofer1.com to view more information, directions, tentative schedule and map. As information is received, I will post, so
keep checking back. Full details in January Newsletter. The 2019 HRA Reunion has many, many selections for tours.

Fredericksburg, VA is located between Washington DC and Richmond, VA. The main thoroughfare from Interstate
95 is Route 3 West, which is called Plank Road. Located right off of I-95, exit 130B.
Hotel Reservation—Reservations will be made by individual attendees directly with Hotel using group code provided by the hotel, Group Hotel Code: Hof Reunion Association. Room rates are subject to all applicable state and
local taxes, 11.3%. Room Rate of $105.00 Single or Double Occupancy, $115.00 Triple Occupancy, $125.00 Quad
Occupancy. Includes breakfast tickets per room per night for a full hot breakfast per occupant up to four. Room
rates three days before and three days after reunion. Cut-Off Date to secure group rate is September 10,
2019. Any reservation received after this date will be accepted on a space and rate availability basis. Individual
reservations will not be guaranteed without first night's deposit or credit card. Six handicap rooms available. All
rooms are non-smoking rooms. Check-in is 3:00 PM and Check-out is 12:00 PM
Pet-friendly hotel. Guest are allowed to bring their pet, dog or cat, for a total up to 5 days. A $50.00 pet fee will be
applied to the stay. All pet-friendly rooms are designated for easy access to the courtyard.
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Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present
there are 139 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow
us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above link
and request to be a Friend.

If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in Hof Germany and
are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

If you have questions on any subject, please bring it to our attention. We, the HRA Board need your help and will
bring to light what is requested and share with our members if you so desire.

David Williams was recently in Vienna, Austria.
Learning to be careful from whom I ask directions.
This guy’s stories were a bit exaggerated.

Jerry Mangas—I kind of like that Tommy Gun!

HRA Web Site

HRA Reunion Photo Albums

Hof Reunion Official History

2018 Reunion Photos

Hof Air Station History

Hof Reunion Association Forms
2019 Reunion Schedule of Events—Tentative
Membership Form

Constitution & Bylaws
Monthly Newsletters
Hofer1 Website
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