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January Newsletter
Dear Friends,

Board Members & Staff

Here, we find ourselves at

Board:

the end of another year—
2018.

John Lamb—President
racerjl3@msn.com

Winter has arrived, and it is

Jim Riggin—1st Vice President
jmriggin@yahoo.com

time to make way for the
John Lamb

Jim Riggin

Walt Murch

Walt Murch—2nd Vice President
murchw@aol.com

New Year that lies ahead!
This is our time to reflect on

Steve Murphrey—Adjutant
hofreunion@nc.rr.com

the past twelve months that

Melvin Hamill—Secretary
hra@hofer1.com

2019 is now up on us.

Rosie Queen—Treasurer
leimitzer22@yahoo.com

has now come to a close and

Steve Murphrey

Melvin Hamill

Rosie Queen

May this New Year bring
you joy, warmth, good

health and prosperity to you

Jerry Mangas—Webmaster
hofreunion@ptd.net

and to your family. May you
enjoy the time of the holi-

Bill Ward—Board Advisor
bward4@cfl.rr.com

days with your nearest and
dearest, family and friends,

Staff:

Bill Ward

Jerry Mangas

those who love you and care

Francis Fukumoto—HRA Chaplain
joumc@aol.com

for you. This is a time to be

Roger Gentilini—Sargent at Arms
rjgentilini@live.com

ward to what the future has

Greg Krcma—Sergeant at Arms
santam@tm.net

You can find us on
the web at

hofreunion.com

thankful and to look forto bring.
Happy New Year and all the
Francis Fukumoto

Roger Gentilini

Xxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Dr
Apex, NC 27539
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Greg Krcma

best for 2019!

Last
Lovick

First
Daniel

McKinney
Porteous

Thomas
William

Last

Last
Lee

First

First
James E.

CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Address
City
State Zip Code Telephone

8906 Good Harvest Court Jessup

Address

Address
3248 Dick Allen Road

MD 20794NEW MEMBERS
City
State Zip Code

Email
Dlovick1@gmail.com
marathoner2011@gmail.com

Telephone

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
City
State Zip Code Telephone
Email
Louisville MS 39339- (662) 773-9335 jel123@bellsouth.net

TUNICA - REGISTRATION -CANCELLATION
Registrar
Cancelled
Remarks
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Last
First
Dues
Remarks
FY20
Desch
Edward
$40.00
FY19
Wampole
Doug
$20.00
FY21
McGuire
Paul
$40.00
FY19
Higginbotham Charles
$20.00
FY19
Dorsch
John
$20.00
FY21
Roberson
Clinton
$60.00
FY21
Pace
John
$40.00
FY19
Habecker, Jr. Martin
$20.00
FY22
McKinney
Thomas
$40.00
FY19
Tweed
Dewey H.
$20.00
FY22
McCabe
Charles R.
$40.00
FY19
Herbert
Richard
$20.00
FY21
Porteous
William
$40.00
FY19
McDaniel
James C.
$20.00
FY19
Root
Leo J.
$20.00
FY22
Norwood
Margit I.
$40.00
FY22
Norwood
Calvin
$40.00
FY19
Payne
Eldon
$20.00
FY20
Rocha
Louis
$40.00
FY20
Crump
Eddie A.
$20.00
DONATIONS
Last
First
Amount
Remarks
Desch
Edward
$10.00
$20.00
McGuire
Paul
Higginbotham Charles
$5.00
$10.00
Herbert
Richard
$10.00
Porteous
William
$10.00
Payne
Eldon
LOST MEMBERS
Final Flyby
Ladies Serving in Heaven
Everett Harley Peterson
Melvin Poturalski

Last

Email

First
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IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
Application can be found at
• hofer1.com
• Monthly Newsletter—Jan,
Feb, Mar and link at bottom of

this Newsletter

Your Membership Matters
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your pass membership. Our continued success is only possible due to your support.
The HRA accepts membership renewals throughout the year. This
year membership dues are $20. FY18 membership expires January 1. A
90 day grace period ends 1 April. We do not encourage renewing if
you are current through FY21. If unsure, email Steven Murphrey or
call (919) 779-4482. You have experienced what many will never understand, serving during a time of war, The Cold War. It is through
membership we can provide services and continued dialog fostering

Camaraderie only a Hofer understands. “Pride and honor to
country, we did what was right”.

We can’t do it without you. Please take the
time and renew your membership.
4
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Heidi Gaissert - January 1, 1949

Margit Norwood - January 18, 1947

Brent Scott - January 2, 1943

Nora Webb - January 20, 1945

Maurice Evans - January 3, 1930 (88)

Adi Gambone - January 21, 1941

Don Riverkamp - January 5, 1940

Robert Denman - January 22, 1944

Pat Rief - January 6, 1938

Albert "Gene" Frank - January 22, 1944

Robert Samberg - January 6, 1948

Norene Smith - January 23, 1946

Tandy Carnes - January 9, 1945

Raymond "Ray" Sleeper - January 24, 1938

Robert Keith - January 9, 1943

Melvin Hamill - January 25, 1945

Al Schneider - January 11, 1941

Francis M.C. Thompson - January 25, 1945

Shirley Herbert - January 16, 1936

Bruce Cook - January 31, 1948

Dee Engelken - January 17, 1930 (88)
Douglas Saxton - January 17, 1942
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This day God blessed you with a best
friend, lover and a partner for whole

life. May you have millions of joys and
happiness to share! A very happy
anniversary to both of you!

Harry & Jerri Rupprecht - January 1, 1952 (66)

Allen & Hannelore Self - January 11, 1962

Ken & Briana Juergens - January 3, 1992

Joseph & Wendy Olenik - January 16, 2011

Terry & Robin Persons - January 5, 2002

Gregory & Karen Cooper - January 19, 2011

Robert & Carol Conrad - January 6, 1966

Jim & Peggy Slothower - January 19, 1971

Clyde & Sigrid Brown - January 7, 1960

Jay & Sherri Kallas - January 23, 1991

Jerry & Ruth Smeal - January 10, 2004

Larry & Jacqueline August - January 31, 1969
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Flyby List
Everett Harley Peterson; March 1, 1937 ~ August 16, 2018
Melvin "Putt Putt" Poturalski; November 25, 2018 ~ May 15th, 1938

Spouses Serving in Heaven
None
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Melvin "Putt Putt" Poturalski
Melvin went to the Lord on November 25, 2018. He was born on May 15th, 1938 to Josephine (Radzinski) & Walter Poturalski who preceded him in death. He was a member of the Air Force from August '57 to July '60. Working as a Tool and Die
maker for 45 years at City Auto Stamping then at Acklin Stamping until he retired in 1998. Avid Golfer, Mel was often found
at Whiteford Valley where he volunteered or played. He is survived by his loving wife of 56 years, Madonna (Litzenberg);
children, Mellissa, Matthew and Maryjo (Darrin Arehart); loving grandchildren, Melinda, Morgan, Matthew and Gavin;
great grandchildren, Taylynn and MacKenna; his brother, Robert Poturalski (Barbara); sisters-in-law, Geordell Metzger,
Mary Ellen Litzenberg; many nieces and nephews left to cherish his memory.
The Funeral Mass was celebrated on Friday November 30, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. at Little Flower Catholic Church 5522 Dorr St.
Toledo, OH.

Everett Harley Peterson
March 1, 1937 ~ August 16, 2018
Everett Harley Peterson, the son of William Harley and Eldora Anna (Struve) Peterson, was born in
rural Harlan, Iowa, on March 1, 1937. He attended country school at Rabbit Hollow, and graduated
from Harlan High School in 1955. From 1955-57, Everett helped his father on the family farm. He
then enlisted in the United States Air Force and served from 1957-1961.
On August 16, 1960, Everett married Frieda Herta Schörner in Oberkotzau, Germany. The couple returned to Harlan in 1961 to farm northeast of town, where they raised hogs and helped Everett’s
parents farm the family land. He also helped other family members in the area, as well as having
other employment. Everett then began working for Western Electric in Millard, Nebraska; he remained in this job for 36
years. In the fall of 1970, Everett and Frieda moved to an 80-acre farm outside of McClelland, Iowa, where Everett continued to farm, raise hogs and cattle, and work at Western Electric. They moved to Oakland, Iowa, in the fall of 1992.
While living in Harlan, Everett had been a member of First Baptist Church. An avid John Deere collector, he loved to attend
farm auctions and antique tractor and engine shows. He also enjoyed fishing in Minnesota. Everett only purchased Chevy
trucks, and they were almost always blue in color. With a toothpick, hat, tire gauge, and pocket knife, Everett was truly
ready for anything. Everett H. Peterson died on Thursday, August 16, 2018, at Select Specialty Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska. He had reached the age of 81 years, 5 months, and 15 days.
Everett was preceded in death by his parents, and two infant granddaughters, Faith and Hope Engle. He is survived by his
wife of 58 years, Frieda Peterson of Oakland, Iowa; two daughters, Rosina Peterson of Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Peggy
(Robert) Engle of Treynor, Iowa; three sons, Mike (Jackie) Peterson of Logan, Iowa, Steve Peterson of Rancho Cordova, California, and Mark Peterson of Oakland, Iowa; three brothers, Dr. Robert “Buzz” Peterson of Norton, Kansas, Dr. Paul S.
(Alice) Peterson of Carmichael, California, and Dean Peterson of Harlan, Iowa; five grandsons; and other relatives and
friends.
A private graveside service was held on Monday, August 20, 2018, at the Harlan Cemetery, Harlan, Iowa. Pastor William
Caughey of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Oakland, Iowa, officiated The Burmeister-Johannsen Funeral Home in Harlan, Iowa,
was in charge of the arrangements. Condolences may be left online at www.burmeisterjohannsen.com.
SURVIVORS
Wife – Frieda Peterson of Oakland, IA
2 Daughters – Rosina Peterson of Council Bluffs, IA
Peggy (Robert) Engle of Treynor, IA
3 Sons – Mike (Jackie) Peterson of Logan, IA
Steve Peterson of Rancho Cordova, CA

Mark Peterson of Oakland, IA
3 Brothers – Dr. Robert “Buzz” Peterson of Norton, KS
Dr. Paul S. (Alice) Peterson of Carmichael, CA
Dean Peterson of Harlan, IA
5 Grandsons
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OPEN

Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel & Conference Center (FHHHCC)
2801 PLANK RD FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22401
PHONE: 540-218-1107 | TOLL FREE: 1-800-682-1049
HOTEL RESERVATONS—Click above to see hotel website, or use the telephone numbers above or use the below direct link
provided by the hotel. Reservations are good 3 days before and 3 days after.
https://reservations.travelclick.com/15003?groupID=2290979

NEW Go to website hofer1.com to view full details, directions, forms and schedule. As information is received, I will update the
hofer1.com website, so keep checking back.
Things to See
Places to eat (details on two German Gasthäuser below)

Fredericksburg, VA is located between Washington DC and Richmond, VA. The main thoroughfare from Interstate 95 is Route 3 West, which is called Plank Road. Located right off of I-95, exit 130B.
Hotel Reservation—Reservations will be made by individual attendees directly with Hotel using group code provided by the hotel—Group Hotel Code: Hof Reunion Association. Room rates are subject to all applicable state
and local taxes, 11.3%. Room Rate of $105.00 Single or Double Occupancy, $115.00 Triple Occupancy, $125.00
Quad Occupancy. Room rates good three days before and three days after reunion. Cut-Off Date to secure
group rate is September 10, 2019. Any reservation received after this date will be accepted on a space and rate
availability basis. Individual reservations will not be guaranteed without first night's deposit or credit card. Six
handicap rooms available. All rooms are non-smoking rooms. Check-in is 3:00 PM and Check-out is 12:00 PM

Includes breakfast tickets per room per night for a full hot breakfast per occupant up to four.
Pet-friendly hotel. Guest are allowed to bring their pet, dog or cat, for a total up to 5 days. A $50.00 pet fee will
be applied to the stay. All pet-friendly rooms are designated for easy access to the courtyard.
10
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Tour 1

Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
October 1—Depart Hotel 0900 a.m. and return 1:00 p.m.

Two large hangars display thousands of aviation and space artifacts, including a Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird, a Concorde, and the Space
Shuttle Discovery. The Center also offers the Airbus IMAX® Theater, the Donald D. Engen Observation Tower, and the Mary Baker Engen
Restoration Hangar. Researchers will also find the majority of the Archives' collections at the Udvar-Hazy Center reading room. Click on
links to open.

VIRTUAL TOUR
Take a virtual tour. Hope you have time to
spare, get ready for a ride of your life. To
start the tour, click on Steven F. UdvarHazy Center. Once the website is open,
move around the photo, hold down the left
mouse button to lock onto the photo. You
can rotate the photo 360 degrees, left/
right, up/down and advance/return. Lower
right corner of photo, these commands will
do the same as the mouse, 1 is upper level and LL is lower level of museum. Lower left small photo is method to
go directly to location. To use, place mouse on top of photo, photo will enlarge showing the commands. Suggestion, arrow top left will close/open photos of displays. TO RETURN TO A POSITION, use return arrow of website.
Lets get started. With the website open, place the cursor on the photo. You should see an arrow on the floor indicating your location. Forward of that is an X, click on the X to move into the Museum. Use the roll button to
enlarge the photo where you can see up close an item or be able to read the signs. Use the left mouse button,
hold down, turn left/right, up/down. To advance, continue to click the X. At the hall intersection, which there
are two on the top level, you can turn left/right or go straight. At any time you can jump back or forth from level
1 to LL by clicking on the icons lower right. Enjoy.
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Select an exhibit gallery for more information. To locate a specific artifact, search the objects on display, at present there are 5957 objects on display. Please note that object locations may change, and exhibit galleries may
occasionally be closed to the public without prior notice.

10. Modern Military Aviation
11. Aerobatic Flight
12. World War II German Aviation
13.Ultralight Aircraft
14. Interwar Military Aviation
20. Human Spaceflight
21. Space Science
22. Applications Satellites
23. Rockets and Missiles

1. Vertical Flight
2. Sport Aviation
3. General Aviation
4. Business Aviation
5. Commercial Aviation
6. Pre-1920 Aviation
7. World War II Aviation
8. Korea and Vietnam
9. Cold War Aviation
13

Tour 2—Trolley Tour of Fredericksburg
October 3—Depart Hotel 9:30 a.m. and return 1:00 p.m. (click)
Board Trolley Tours of Fredericksburg for a 75-minute trolley tour to see some of Old Town Fredericksburg’s most historic sites and streets with a trained, licensed guide. Learn
about the many famous and interesting people and events
that have taken place since the city was established in 1728.
If you listen closely, you may even pick up a few amusing
and not-so-well known facts about the people and places
that you will see along the way! The kind of things you
won't learn just walking around on your own. After your
tour, you will have a better idea of the local history and the
many attractions Fredericksburg has to offer. You will also have a better idea of where you want to start as you
go back to visit the many living history museums, homes and businesses of Fredericksburg most famous residents. People like George Washington, Mary Washington, and James Monroe. Places like the Rising Sun Tavern,
Fredericksburg's only proper tavern and the former home of Charles Washington, Dr. Hugh Mercer's Apothecary
Shop, Kenmore Plantation and many more.
After tour, stroll downtown to visit the shops and restaurants. Return to Hotel 1:00 p.m.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

1. Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site)
2. Chatham Manor
3. Rocky Lane and City Dock
4. Ferry Farm
5. Hugh Mercer’s Apothecary Shop
6. Rising Sun Tavern
7. Mary Washington House
8. Kenmore
9. Hugh Mercer Monument
10. Religious Freedom Monument

Mary Washington Grave & Monument
Confederate Cemetery
Brompton
Richard Kirkland Monument
Fredericksburg battlefield Visitor Center
Slave Auction Block
James Monroe Museum
Court House (1852)
George Washington Masonic Museum

Virtual Fredericksburg Tour
After the vertical tour of Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, this should be a snap. Click on the link above to open. To
start, close the left photo and section by clicking on the arrow top center. This will give you more detail of map.
When open, the Fredericksburg Hospitality House and Conference Center (FHHCC) should be located in the center.
If not, click and hold down the left mouse button and drag the map. First, get acquainted with googles commands.
Place the cursor on the map and use the roll button to enlarger which will show more detail. The commands in the
lower right will do the same. Lock on the map by holding down the left mouse button and drag left, right, up, down.
If you have enlarged the map, lock on the map and drag up. You will see a large shopping/dining area, Spotsylvania
Towne Centre. All up and down Highway 95 are places to eat and shop and the town of Fredericksburg is located
east of the FHHCC. If you know the name of a locations you want to go to, open the search bar by click the arrow
you used to close the left side. Type the name in the search bar upper left and hit the search glass. Example: type in
Fredericksburg and click the search glass. Click on Fredericksburg several times or the plus at the bottom or use the
roll button to enlarge. Since we are staying in FHHCC and you need directions, say to the Marine Museum, type it in
the search bar and your there. The left part of the page should have a photo and directions, click on the photo to
open an album of the Marine Museum. This works by
clicking on a locations on the map, such as the FHHCC.

Enough of Google. Lets take a different route, Food. It
is about time we will be treated to German Cuisine.
According to my research these two Gasthäuser look
to carry all the food and drink we crave.

Grüβ Gott! Willkommen to Deutschland Downtown.
Deutschland Downtown. Deutschland Downtown is
located in the historic district of Fredericksburg, Va.
serving delicious gourmet food from Bavaria Deutschland and around the world. Every morning our Chefs
411 William Street, Fredericksburg, VA 22401, 540-373-4110
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at Deutschland Downtown carefully start
by combining the ingredients to make
our own brötchen, apfelstrudel and other desserts. The potatoes peeled, the
cabbage is cooked, the sausage is
stuffed, and the pork is hand pounded to
create the schnitzel. No matter what
your heart desires to eat at our restaurant, you will always know that your
meal is prepared in house and with care.
We take pride in choosing only the best
local foods to enhance our menu.
The Bavarian Chef Fredericksburg (BCF).
The Thalwitz family has owned and operated The Bavarian Chef since its opening
in 1974. Sip and savor the authentic flavors of Germany and relish our warm,
gemütlich hospitality. All of our foods are
homemade with only the freshest ingredients. From Oma’s table to yours, experience the special recipes and traditions
of our family’s rich culinary heritage. The
menu has great selections, I can almost
taste the food. Use the BCF website to
see the Menu, Visit and About. Check
out the Facebook link for more photos.

Places to visit: if you have the time maybe you would like to visit some of the many Memorials and government
buildings in DC. and Military Memorials.
At this reunion you will not run out of things to do. How many times have I said “we should visit DC”., now is the
time. Come Early, Stay Late.
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Jim & Traudl Riggin,
1st Vice President

2020 Reunion Locations

Fellow Hofer’s, it is time for us to select our reunion location for 2020,
we have selected three possible locations for the membership to consider and cast their votes. If you vote, please plan on attending if your
site is selected. I must remind you that 2020 is the year where we
would normally return to Hof. I know from the feedback at our reunion in Tunica, there are lots of people that want to go to Hof in 2020,
but a split on when to go, some want to go during the Volksfest which
is during the first two weeks of August. If Hof wins the selection, then
we will have a second vote between the first week of August and late September. Traudl and I have tickets to go to Hof in
July of 2019 to get things going because I have a gut feeling that Hof will win. I found tickets on American Airlines, Denver
to Munich, leaving 2 July and returning 28 July, for $524 roundtrip. My son is on the same flight and he paid $504. So cost
of tickets should not be a factor.
Here are the Cities to consider, please select one and Vote (voting form in this Newsletter).

Omaha, Nebraska—Founded in 1854, the city of
Omaha has always been a dynamic, energetic city
continually transforming itself. Whether it was the
Native American Indian tribes, pioneers, railroad
laborers or meat packers, everyone who came to
call Omaha home helped shape its current cultural
diversity, hard work ethic and friendly demeanor.
Named after an American Indian Tribe, Omaha
means "Those going against the wind or current",
Omaha's proudly continue to live up to the name.
Omaha Restaurants - steaks are just the tip of the
culinary iceberg, Omaha’s dining experience ranges
from innovated chef-created cuisine, sidewalk cafes and burger joints to delicious drive-throughs, sweet shops and ethnic eateries. Find a whole world of
flavors, from Mexican, Italian and French to German, Greek and Asian – each
with their own twist on the classics. Things to do - Omaha Arts & Culture From public art displays spread throughout the city to contemporary art centers, award-winning museums, local galleries and hands-on interactive art
houses, Omaha's creative spirit is contagious. Germans in Omaha immigrated
to the city in Nebraska from its earliest days of founding in 1854, in the years
after the Revolutions of 1848 in the German states. They continued to immigrate to Omaha in large numbers later in the 19th century, when many came from Bavaria and southern Germany. Germans created and maintained a high cultural, social and political profile locally and nationally through the 1930s. In
1890, Germans comprised 23% of Omaha's population.[1] By 1910, 57.4% of Omaha's total population of more than
124,000 were of German descent. Omaha’s German-American Society (German dinner and Entertainment). Point of interest we will look at for the reunion - Strategic Air Command (SAC) and Aerospace Museum, Offutt Air Force Base Tour Boys
Town Campus, National Historic Landmark District.
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Baton Rouge, Louisiana— The Hub of all things to do and Great local Restaurants and Hotels, Louisiana’s Capital City.
Settled by Europeans on Native American hunting grounds, the city
of Baton Rouge has grown up under the influence of English, French,
Spanish, and native cultures. The city is proud of its Cajun and Creole heritage, with clubs famous for playing the blues, and streets
full of restaurants serving up everything from spicy Bayou foods to
Caribbean home cooking. Located on a bluff overlooking
the Mississippi delta, visitors
can watch the sun set over the
levees or ride on a riverboat
casino. Land marks include the
Castle-Like old Louisiana State
Capital which is now a Museum and the Magnolia Mound Plantation. The Louisiana
State University Rural Life Museum is a complex of unfurnished Buildings illustrating
18th and 19th Century Life. On the River, the USS Kidd, a retired WWII Destroyer that is now a museum. Historic Plantation tours River Road African American museum. Other Historic Sites to see, The Old Governor’s Mansion. St Joseph Cathedral, Pentagon Barracks, and the LSU Campus.

Hof, Germany—A tribute to Robert Horvath. Our Home away from home, possibly our last chance to go as a group to
Hof. Our age is catching up to us, just look at our annual fly-by list, I will be 81
for our 2020 Reunion. I arrived in Hof in September of 1957, less than 30 days
after my 18th Birthday. God willing I will be in Hof for my 81st Birthday.
If Hof is selected, we will have another vote to decide when to go. I have
talked to the people at the Quality Hotel about the August or September
dates. Volksfest is the first two
weeks in August and lots of people have expressed a desire to go
for Volksfest.
This trip will be a tribute to Robert, Robert will not be there to help us get
things set up, I do have lots of help in Hof. Hanna Horvath, Anna a member of
the Association and my Niece, who works for the Hof News Paper and is a
friend of the Bürgermeister, will help us get things set up and keep things on
schedule. Dr. Harald Fichtner, Hof’s mayor (Bürgermeister) has always greeted the Hof Reunion by inviting us to the Town Hall (Rathaus). The
Rathaus is where most of us were married to our Germany ladies and
we are honored each time we return to Hof by receiving a special
meeting with Dr. Fichtner and his staff. Dr. Fichtner is an Honorary
HRA member. After the meeting we are provided with drinks and Hofer worst. We are going over in July of 2019 to get some things set up.
If we go to Hof, rest assured we will come up with some excellent
tours, there are lots of places to visit and tour in the Hof area. My
Niece is a bit younger, she and her husband know some very good
places locally that is great to tour and does not cost a lot of money.
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Site
Selection

Attention
Hofers

Reunion Site Locations, you select:

Baton Rouge, LA
Hof, Germany
Omaha, NE

The 2020 Site selection vote starts
January 1 and ends March 1, 2019

Four methods to vote

Every vote counts. Contact a Hofer,
get out the vote

1. Web Site — Hofer1, VOTE NOW
2. Mail — Voting Ballet

The date of the
2020 Reunion
September 9-15

3. Email— hofreunion@nc.rr.com
(Steven Murphrey)
4. Phone — (919) 779-4482
(Steven Murphrey)

We can’t do it without you. Please take the time and
renew your membership.
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Voting Ballot
2020 Hof Reunion Association Location

Name:

Date:

This is the ballot for voting on the site for the 2020 reunion. Select one of the
sites listed below.
You may vote by mailing this form, by sending an email, or by telephone.

Voting deadline: March 1, 2019
Mail:
Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Drive
Apex, NC 27539

Email:

Call:

hofreunion@nc.rr.com

Steve Murphrey
(919) 779-4482

Select one

Location
Hof, Germany
Omaha, Nebraska
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

2020 HRA Location Voting Ballot

12/17/2018
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Walt & Shirly Murch,
2nd Vice President

A CHANCE TO BE PART OF THE FUTURE PLANNING
OF THE HOF REUNION ASSOCIATION
Thank you all for supporting the Hof Reunion Association. I am trying to
identify candidates for the HRA Board. If you desire to get more involved,
please consider running for some of the elected positions. For now, I need
to identify a nominee for Second Vice President. The 2nd Vice President,
moves up to the 1st Vice President, then to President. The President has
the opportunity to plan the site and details for the 2022 Reunion.

Do you have a favorite location, or a location you have not visited but
would like to visit. I am trying to identify the potential sites for the 2021 Reunion. I would be pleased to receive any potential nominees for 2ndVP, or potential locations for the 2021 Reunion location. Send any recommendations to me at
murchw@aol.com.

My name is Stephen Murphrey, and this will be my third year as your
Adjutant. With a name like mine, it is only occasionally that it gets
spelled correctly. I usually get it right, but most other folks mess it
up. I get Murphy most often, and even my uncle spelled it that way
on his beer bar way back when in Newbern, NC. But sometimes people notice, and I will see Murphry, Murphey, Murphee, or Murphree
(as in the NC and TN namesake towns). For the record, I believe (but
cannot conclusively prove) that it is a Scottish name from the Isle of
Skye. I also get Steven a lot, and occasionally Stephan or Stefan. But
most people simply call me Murph or Steve. I also answer to "hey
you." If that's not confusing enough, when Donna and I lived in Texas, there was another Donna Murphrey (with our spelling) living on
the street adjacent to ours. The postman delivered mail to the wrong house about once a week.
Stephen & Donna Murphrey,
Adjutant

You may wonder what the Adjutant's job really is. There are several parts to it. Throughout the year, on a day-to
-day basis, I receive the funds that are paid to the HRA. These include dues, donations, and reunion fees. I collect
the checks I get every couple of weeks and send them to our Treasurer for deposit into the HRA bank account.
And when the Treasurer is not available, I can make time-critical expenditures for the HRA, too. Whenever you
send me something, I will send an email to confirm receipt. If you don't get that email, it means you have a
setting wrong in your email client. If you put hofreunion@nc.rr.com into your address book, it will probably fix
that problem. In fact, if you ever stop receiving emails from us, just give me a call at 919-779-4482. As a retired
Software Engineer, there is a good chance I can help you fix things over the phone.
Another part is paperwork. I create most of the paperwork for the HRA. That includes the membership form,
registration form, site voting form, reunion schedule, banquet tickets, tour tickets, banquet agenda, and labels. I
also create the In Memoriam lists, attendee lists, and maintain the master roster file. So when something changes, I need the membership to tell me. If you hear about someone passing (member or nonmember), please let
me know right away. Likewise for an address or email change. We're going to try to send every member a current roster in the near future.
I also like numbers. Right now we have 304 members. There are 2790 nonmembers - people we know about
who have not joined the HRA. Of those, 731 are past members who have not renewed their membership for
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2018. If you are in contact with some nonmembers, I encourage you to try to get them to join the HRA. I find it a
lot of fun to connect with old friends from back in the day, as well as to make new friends through the HRA.
I am also the registrar for the site voting. I use a spreadsheet to count the votes, and when the election is closed,
I tell the executive board the results.
For each reunion, I work with the President (of the HRA - POTUS does not consult me for anything) to determine
the cost structure. The basic idea is for the HRA to break even on each reunion. We were not quite there, in Tunica, but we were close. Hopefully we will be on the money in Fredericksburg. You'll find it a little more expensive
than previous reunions, but not much. Considering the expensive area, we have a good hotel rate that includes
parking and breakfast. And our tours are cheaper than at previous reunions.
I will also help prepare the packages you all get when you register in Fredericksburg, and I will check everyone in
during registration. As for the Fredericksburg reunion, I think you will find it a delightfully picturesque little city. I
had the opportunity to spend a night there in November, and I was impressed. I'm really looking forward to going on our Tour 2, the Trolley Tour of Fredericksburg. As for our Tour 1, the Udvar-Hazy Center, I know everyone
will like that. In Chantilly, VA, it is the annex to the Air and Space Museum that is on the National Mall in Washington, DC (the city of my birth, a few years ago). Not too long ago, Donna and I spent a couple of nights in the
area specifically to visit that museum. It was spectacular. If you like stuff that flies, it is the place to see. We'll
enjoy seeing it again for sure. It has a couple of aircraft that many of us worked with (indirectly, if you catch my
drift) back in the 1960s. I know you'll agree that John Lamb did a great job of selecting these tours. They are reasonably priced, not overly long, and have neat stuff to see. Both tours will be wheelchair accessible.
Another nice thing about this area is that there is much available for you to see on your own. You might want to
consider arriving early or staying late to take advantage of the area. Most recently Donna and I visited the Cryptological Museum. You can see that in an hour or two. It has several enigma machines (German) and a bombe
(Alan Turing invention) from WW-II. There are several Civil War battlefields nearby, for those (like me) who enjoy that kind of stuff. I just love to be able to walk in places where history occurred. If you haven't seen Harper's
Ferry, that's something to consider. And the FBI Museum is very popular. I enjoyed its demo of the Thompson.
And of course, all of the monuments. There's just a ton of stuff in Washington, something to suit everyone's fancy.
I hope everyone has had a nice holiday season, and I look forward to seeing many of you in Fredericksburg.
Steve Murphrey
HRA Adjutant

Jerry Mangas,
Web Master

Once upon a time… Your Grand-kids will NOT believe….
Way WAY back in time, near the dawn of recent history, somewhere right in the
middle of the Cold War, when the USA had troops stationed all over the world,
far and near, remote and civilized, hot, sweaty and humid or dusty, hot and
stinky or snowy and cold as hell, there was a communication system used by GI’s
and their friends and loved ones called the APO/FPO mail box for mail going
“overseas” to those people far away and the base or local post office for
“stateside” mail to civilian addresses in country. There were other possibilities as
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well.
If you were stationed stateside, these were the days of one payphone per barracks or per floor in a dorm of 3060 guys, and it was or could become quite expensive to make a short long-distance phone call home. It was
cheaper to call on weekends or after 7PM IF you could find a phone booth that was not in use by one of your
many barracks-mates and unless you were calling a barracks or girl’s dorm long distance, you ALWAYS called station to station which told the operator you would talk to anybody who answered versus person to person. There
was also the insidious practice of a “double ring” which told the person at the other end to call you back at a prearranged number. Much cheaper on a home phone than on a pay phone but YOU had to be at that number to
answer. I have a distinct memory of saving my quarters to make a $6.00 call, paid in advance that lasted barely
15 minutes from the Skytop dorms at Syracuse U to my soon-to-be fiancé's phone in Illinois. Remember that this
was at a time when, if you knew the right dive (like McCarthey’s on South Salina St.) you could get a shot and a
beer for 25 cents!
If you were overseas, the process wasn’t only expensive, for all practical purposes it did not even exist! There
were no phones in the barracks. If you lived “on the economy” in a house or apartment you probably didn’t even
have a telephone. Your landlord might but that was generally reserved for total emergencies, like calling your
OB, Dr. Buchmann or the midwife, when you wife’s water broke. If you were somebody quite important and
could possibly afford a phone, it took months to actually get one installed. If you knew “somebody” and happened to work in the right location, it was possibly to call other people at other bases on the Autovon military
phone system but generally that did not get you a call home.
There were two or three solutions for emergency or very important messages. One was Western Union stateside
and in Germany there was the Bundespost Telegram system for really important messages back home. Things
like childbirth and perhaps flight arrival times when you DEROS’d to the ZI. That was also expensive since you
paid by the word group One other, sometime uncertain possibility which really depended on a lot of factors
from atmospheric conditions in the ionosphere or if a licensed MARS operator (a volunteer that held an amateur
radio license for the US and the country you were in) was available to set up the call at your base at a convenient
time and if the equipment, usually in the mid-60’s a Collins KWM-2 or 2A transceiver, and a 312B5 phone patch –
and perhaps a 30L-1 or better yet a 30S-1 higher powered amp was operational. The other thing you hoped for
was to find a ham radio op in a location, preferably local to the area you were calling to contact who would
“patch” your call thru. Senator Goldwater, who held license K7UGA was famous for running a huge station at his
home with operators on duty (all the ham ops were volunteers) to patch calls for GI’s to anywhere in the country
no charge. This usually went on for calls coming stateside from Viet Nam, which was just coming to a boil in the
early 60’s. They also sent “radiograms” which were far slower but normally got where you wanted them to go.
Not always but usually.
Since Skype, Wechat, Tango, email, Facebook, Twitter, texting, Instagram, cell phones and SIM cards and all the
other communications of today’s world had not been made available to the general public then or perhaps not
even been considered yet as a concept, that left the lonely, often broke GI with – Yup! Either the APO/FPO mail
or perhaps the local mail system.
The answer was usually right at hand: The 8-cent airmail stamp!
In some really strange places like Trabzon in way-out-there eastern Turkey, the ALS C-130 mail plane from Rhine
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Main generally came in once a week. Not always, since they transited thru Athens, a cool place to lay over for a
day or two, and it was rumored that it was really easy to break the altimeter on that plane by smacking it. But
except when there was a government coup rumored or actually going on, the daily Turkish THY flight always
came in about 2PM and we always had a truck down there to meet it and pick up any GI’s arriving in Trab or the
very happy “Our day will come!” guys, a song which was played on the base any day somebody left Trab for the
ZI! Yes. I keep saying “guys” as in the male gender. There were NO WOMEN stationed there and very few foreign women were ever seen or even rumored to have been seen. Hijabs, chadors and niqabs ruled.
That was Turkey. Germany was a bit different, at least at the beginning of my tour in February 1965! Newly married in September ‘64 after classes at Skytop finished, I then had a 3+ month TDY at Fort Meade, a bit of leave,
then a 4 day wait at McGuire for a functioning plane (a charter 707 with one surly stewardess for a packed plane,
as I wrote below), a 24 hour (??) jet-lagged layover at Rhine Main and then a very jet-lagged ride on a train that I
knew was getting closer and closer to that border with the Iron Curtain. Most of you made that trip and you
know the drill. I sent my first letter back on 2/7/65 in Rhine Main but postmarked there 2 days later. I posted it
Sunday and the 9th was a Tuesday.
I had been in the habit for quite a while of writing a daily letter or post card to Pat if I was not with her. Did that
starting in Turkey and then again at Syracuse until she arrived in June and then Fort Meade.
You can imagine our consternation while we were attempting to get her to Germany where I was hopefully buying her Air Icelandic tickets to mail to her. I was getting her letters saying “where are they” but she was NOT
getting my mail asking her to send me the needed money for the tickets.
I will finish the story this way. Recently I was cleaning out closets and found a box of letters. In fact, I think every
letter I ever wrote to Pat was there as well as hers to me! Mine were in one stack and hers in another. I took at
look thru the stack the intent of writing a “First Days In Hof” article and located all my letters from the 6915th to
her and discovered that at one point, even though I was writing daily, I
found a group of 5 letters in a row, Monday-Friday, were not postmarked until the next week and a lot of others
were postmarked sporadically even though one went into the out-mail-box daily.
52 years later I finally had the answer!
((I had been receiving partial pay since leaving Syracuse in August and was down to .38 cents and some airmail
stamps at one point in Hof. We got married in Sept, I reported in to Meade early to save leave time for Germany.
Classes ended at Ft Meade in mid-January, again some leave and then McGuire where I sat on my ass for damn
near a week. It took two months to get my back-pay, pro-pay, separate rats and travel pay, overseas pay and
quarters pay straightened out. I had hand-carried my records and handed them to the finance office in Hof on
Day One, 2/8/65!!!! Since my clearance was already there and waiting, I started my first 6 days of day shift the
next day. No time for anything administrative until the next week. I had been living on my early re-up bonus and
last full pay I received in August and Pat’s paychecks in Syracuse which kept her going and paid her rent. The other known surviving classmate of that trip had the same problems with pay! At some point in there I was threatening to go to the IG, the Red Cross, write to senators and congressmen etc. I think Lt Olson, my flight commander or maybe the C-flt NCOIC, Msgt Hammrick had something to say to somebody at some point. But the problem
did NOT get rectified until after Pat got there.))
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It’s been already three month since so many of us met for our Hof Reunion in Tunica, MS. We all
had a great time in Tunica, it was a bit off the beaten path, but it made for more togetherness in our
group. Some of us “Gamblers” went home with some extra money we won and some of us left with
a little less than we came. But I believe we all had a great time.
The Hotel was rather nice and given the fact that they comped us many, many rooms, it was also
one of the healthiest Reunions we had financially, as your Treasurer, that’s how I evaluate a Hotel.
But first things first, in the past three month since the Reunion, we have barely had any activity in
our Membership Dues. Please remember to send in your yearly dues of $20.00 to our Adjutant Stephen Murphrey 4001 Old Sturbridge Rd, Apex, N.C.27539. Your dues are all we have to sustain ourselves as an Association.
Since our Membership has shrunk in recent years, I encourage all of you to reach out to some of our
members that have left and encourage them to rejoin the Hof Reunion Association. Were else can
you meet up with so many friends from over fifty years ago and have so much fun.
Rosie Queen, Treasurer

John Lamb, our new President for the 2019 Reunion is already working hard on our Reunion that will take place in Fredericksburg,
VA. Fredericksburg is a beautiful historic city, located about 45 miles south of Washington, D.C. and 58 miles north of Richmond and is
part of the Northern Virginia region and is included in the Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, Metropolitan Statistical Area.
There are several Airports one can fly into, BWI, Reagan National Airport and even Dulles. Reagan National would probably be the
closest to Fredericksburg with a mere 45 miles away.
It seems each year is flying by faster then the last one, now we barely have Christmas behind us and we all can look forward to meet
again in Fredericksburg. Looking forward to seeing you all there.

Hoping all had a wonderful Christmas with family and friends. Now is the time
to start thinking about our reunion in Fredericksburg, VA, September 30th
through October 5th 2019.

John Lamb & Anita Luckenbill,
President

We will be staying at the Fredericksburg Hospitality House, 2801 Plank Road in
Fredericksburg. Jerry Mangas was able to visit the Hospitality House during
the selection process and highly recommended it as a potential location. Having had the opportunity to work with the hotel management I believe that we
will enjoy our stay at the Fredericksburg Hospitality House.

There will be two tours during the week as usual, the first will be on Tuesday
October 1st. We will be going to the Udvar Hazy (Air and Space Museum) tour. Then on Thursday October 3rd we will be
taking a trolley tour of historic Fredericksburg with a stop for shopping and food. More information of both tours can be
found in the newsletter and on the registration forms.
The Fredericksburg area is full of things to do and see, from Civil War Battlefields and historic sites to the DC Mall
(Vietnam Wall, Lincoln Memorial for starters), Smithsonian Museums, Military Museums, etc. A lot of these special sites
are within easy distance from the hotel and could be visited as side trips during the week. Information on these and other
activities will be mentioned in future newsletters. I am looking forward to seeing you all at this year’s reunion in Fredericksburg VA. Lets work together to make this one of the best ever.
Happy New Year and nothing but the best for all in 2019.

John Lamb
President HRA
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Mödlareuth
The HRA has visited before, but I have not saw Mödlareuth in the way this video depicts it. With
the time of year, Christmas and New Year, I believe is will project feelings for the families who
endure hardships, being separated for all those years.
The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 meant for Mödlareuth that neighborly and sometimes even
family relationships with people behind the Wall could be restarted. The history of this village
and its residents, the border posts and the Wall were made an open-air museum that makes recent German history accessible. If you follow the course of the Saale from Hof on you will very
soon be lead to the former Iron Curtain. Even today visitors stand before the former border fortification; shocked by an inhuman system. The German-German museum in Mödlareuth with its
authentic constructions is well worth a long stay. The village of Mödlareuth is a curiosity – one
half is Bavarian, the other Thuringian. The Americans called this 50 residents village north of Hof
“Little Berlin”; it became a symbol for the division of Germany like its big brother Berlin. Impenetrable border posts and even a wall divided the two parts of the village from the 1950s on until
the peaceful revolution. It wasn’t until 1989 that a border crossing-point for pedestrians was created. The partial demolition of the wall on 17th June 1990 was the hour of birth for the GermanGerman museum in Mödlareuth that reminds us of the division of Germany. At this historic site,
that is important for the history of the division of Germany, original parts of the 700m long concrete wall, the metal fence as well as the observation towers still remain.
P.S. The video is by Deutsche Welle, "German wave" in German, or DW is Germany's public international broadcaster. The service is available in 30 languages. DW's satellite television
service consists of channels in English, German, Spanish, and Arabic. While funded by the German government, the work of DW is regulated by the Deutsche Welle Act, meaning that content
is always independent of government influence. To view over a hundred videos such as this one,
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLdrKWT9w9Hg0pbMlUZ1K3h4B6Ym9KcIts
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A thank you Card from the Air Force Enlisted Village for the 2018 HRA donation.
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House of Youth
The House of Youth (formerly Amerika Haus), Sophienstr. 23 in Hof was built in 1949. From the point of view of building
history, many citizens of Hof associate positive memories with the House of Youth. After completion, the Americans used
the House of Youth as a venue to offer various events especially for the Hofer Youth. After the transfer of the America
House for the purpose of youth work to the city court in 1958, the house was used by the Stadtjugendring yard and the
city youth care until the construction of the new youth center in 1990. In the main building, the Child Protection Agency
operates today a crèche and a nursery. The multi-purpose hall, which is attached to the main building, was previously
used for public events in the social and cultural field. After extensive refurbishment work, an attractive, public function
room has been available in the Bahnhofsviertel since March 2010.
Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present there are
139 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like
to join and become a Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow us, send your request to
hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above link and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in Hof Germany and are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

Hof Reunion Association Web Site

Hof Reunion Association Forms

Hof Reunion Official History

Registration Form

Hof Air Station History

Voting Ballot

Constitution & Bylaws

Schedule of Events

Monthly Newsletter
Hofer1 Website
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