Hof

RESTAURANTS
From your hotel you are minutes from your choice of popular restaurants convenient to shopping centers and
the interstate. In downtown Fredericksburg the 18th and 19th century buildings make appealing settings for
independent restaurants lending centuries of hospitality and history to every plate.

EXPLORE AND DISCOVER
Whatever the reason for your visit we invite you to encounter the authentic American experience in the
Fredericksburg region. Feel the joy of discovery in the Fredericksburg area’s unique present and entertaining
past, in its historical attractions and battlefields, shops, galleries, restaurants and golf course.
You'll never run out of things to do. History and many other adventures await you. From Historic Downtown
Fredericksburg features numerous specialty, retail, craft and antique shops in restored 18th- and 19thcentury buildings. Outstanding cultural and entertainment events are presented by Mary Washington College as well as the Fredericksburg Theater Company. Ferry Farm, the boyhood home of George Washington,
is in Fredericksburg. The city operates several parks, including a 211-acre recreation area on both sides of
the Rappahannock River. Four Civil War battlefields are maintained by the National Park Service, too.

August Newsletter

Click Here

Getting here is easy. Going home is a different story.

Driving Directions: America’s two major
North-South highways, I-95 and U.S. Route 1, both pass directly through Stafford County, the City of Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County. Numerous other well-traveled routes, such as U.S. Route 17 and Virginia
Route 3, also bisect the Fredericksburg Area. The Fredericksburg Area is located directly between two Capitals’ Washington, DC, the Capital of the United State; and Richmond, the Capital of the Commonwealth of Virginia. You can drive to the heart of the Fredericksburg Area from either Capital in just one hour.

There are 4 ways to get from Washington to Fredericksburg by train,
bus, car or town car. For options, select.
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Why You Should Come to Fredericksburg
I've been coming to the HRA reunions
starting with the 2002 reunion in Hof. I
had gotten a phone call from a guy named
Chuck Wilson, whom I had never met nor
heard of, who told me about the newly
formed HRA and its upcoming reunion in
Hof. I jumped on it, flying to Germany on
9/11/2002 (figuring that would be the
safest flight date of the year). At that reunion, I saw several people with whom I
had worked on Charlie Trick in Hof (19631965). It was a blast. Reliving memories
with those guys in the Quality Hotel bar
over an occasional fermented beverage is
something I will never forget.
A side effect happened at that reunion
that was unexpected to me: I made a
bunch of new friends. Now, when I go to
the reunions, and I have been to all of
them, I relive memories with my old
friends and my new friends. We all have
interesting stories to tell about our days
in Hof way back when. To me, the time
spent in hospitality suite (or the hotel bar
when we are in Hof) is the best part of the reunion. But of course, I enjoy every aspect of it. Just last week, Donna and I
stopped in Bel Air, Maryland to visit with Hilde and Jerry Middendorf (two of those new friends I mentioned).

At the next couple of reunions, I connected with more of my old Hof buddies, including my good friend Carl Davino and his
wife Barbara. We hung out together at the reunions, and we visited each other at home. There are now a lot of new memories to talk about in the hospitality suite. Unfortunately Carl passed away in 2011, not too long after the Ogden reunion.
He was really too sick to be at that reunion, but he came anyway. It was a difficult time. But Donna and I still hang out with
Barbara at the reunions, often including our pre- and post-reunion vacation (as we intend to do at the 2020 reunion in
Hof).
Lately, maybe because I am getting older, and maybe because of the HRA members and nonmembers who have died, I've
been thinking a lot about the members who have not been attending our reunions. I really wish those folks would come
back to our reunions. I want to reconnect with my old friends and my new friends. If your health permits it, please register
for the Fredericksburg reunion (we have extended the registration deadline to August 31st). Donna and I (and everyone
else) want to see you again.
To whet your appetite, Fredericksburg is a charming picturesque
community. We visited it last November and just last week. The
two tours we planned are a little less costly than tours at prior
reunions, somewhat offsetting the higher registration fee. But
things do cost a bit more in the Washington metropolitan area.
FYI I have already reserved a spot for our Thursday Operations
dinner at The Alpine Chef Restaurant (formerly The Bavarian
Chef). It's in the old still-in-use railroad station. They have ample
parking in the evening, including handicap parking and access,
and - you guessed it - German food and Bier.
Please send in your registrations as soon as you can.

Steven Murphrey
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August Newsletter
Board Members & Staff

Urgent: The Fredericksburg reunion registration is about to
end, August 31. Please submit
your registrations as soon as you
can. We are looking forward to
seeing you in Fredericksburg.

Board:
John Lamb—President
azquickdraw@gmail.com

Jim Riggin—1st Vice President
jmriggin@yahoo.com
John Lamb

Jim Riggin

Walt Murch

Steve Murphrey

Melvin Hamill

Rosie Queen

Walt Murch—2nd Vice President
murchw@aol.com
Steve Murphrey—Adjutant
hofreunion@nc.rr.com
Melvin Hamill—Secretary
hra@hofer1.com
Rosie Queen—Treasurer
leimitzer22@yahoo.com
Jerry Mangas—Webmaster
hofreunion@ptd.net
Bill Ward—Board Advisor
bward4@cfl.rr.com

Staff:

Jerry Mangas

Bill Ward

Francis Fukumoto—HRA Chaplain
joumc@aol.com
Roger Gentilini—Sargent at Arms
rjgentilini@live.com
Greg Krcma—Sergeant at Arms
santam@tm.net

You can find us on
the web at

hofreunion.com

Francis Fukumoto

Roger Gentilini

Greg Krcma

Xxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Dr
Apex, NC 27539
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Registration Form and Membership Form

CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Last

First

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

34235-

terryhedstrom@g
(941) 894-2692 mail.com

NEW MEMBERS
Last

First

Address

City

State

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
Last

Hedstrom

First

Terrance

Address

City

State

4553 Chimney
Creek Dr.
Sarasota

FL

FREDERICKSBURG - REGISTRATIONS
Last

First

Last

First

Campbell

J. C.

Pelton

Harvey

Campbell

Mary

Pelton

Erlinda

Hörath

Hanna

Queen

Rosie

Kaiser
Micheletti

Matthew
Tom

Richardson
Riggin

Mary E
Jim

Micheletti

Sharon

Riggin

Traudl

Murch

Walter

Scott

Brent

Nickerson
Nickerson

Monika
Tom

Scott
Spaeth

Linda
Tim

Niebuhr

Claude

Spicer

Claude J.

Niebuhr

Susanne

Thompson

Francis

Last

First

Pelton
Unger

Harvey
Loran

$20.00
$20.00

Hedstrom

Terrance

$80.00

Calisti
Lovick

Hilde
Daniel

$40.00

FY19

Thompson

Francis

$20.00

FY24

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Amount

Remarks
FY23
FY20
FY22
WE20

DONATIONS
Last

First

Murch

Walter

Thompson

Francis

Amount

Remarks

$21.00
$100.00

LOST MEMBERS
Final Flyby

Ladies Serving in Heaven

Richard J. Yenchus

Estelle Florence Unger

Rodney Alan Schwandt

Josephine Yenchus

Braxton Slappey Jr.
Phillip R. Schiltz
Charles "Bud" Amburn
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Richard Gelascon - August 3, 1929

Brigitte Cowherd - August 21, 1945

Darlene Holden - August 4, 1939

Robert Mapel - August 22, 1939

John Wible - August 4, 1941

Billy Thomas - August 23, 1936

Kathy Bussiere - August 5, 1948

John Bienko - August 23, 1937

Phyllis Nottingham - August 6, 1943

Phil Murray - August 23, 1940

Karin Natalie - August 7, 1942

Mary Szyperski - August 24, 1926

Helga Bales - August 10, 1946

Rosemarie Pirozzi - August 25, 1936

Janice Nelson - August 10, 1947

Phyllis Thomas - August 25, 1943

Christina Boggs - August 11, 2019

Tom Knight - August 26, 1932

Gert Berry - August 12, 1938

Bernard Harland - August 26, 1937

Jim Riggin - August 12, 1939

Jay Campbell - August 26, 1941

Timothy Spaeth - August 13, 1946

Norman Heggie - August 26, 1942

Howard Resnick - August 14, 1937

Greg Heartsill - August 27, 1946

Bruce Flannery - August 14, 1946

Sam Brady - August 28, 1937

Almut Wymard - August 16, 1941

Pasquale Pirozzi - August 29, 1936

Alfred Campbell - August 16, 1946

James J. Smith - August 29, 1942

Alan Rabidoux - August 16, 1946

Elisa Bender - August 29, 1946

Doris Novelli - August 17, 1940

Mary McDaniel - August 30, 1941

Jim McDaniel - August 18, 1942

Karin Campbell - August 31, 1947

Dallas Churchill - August 19, 1930

Valerie Schefft - August 31, 1951
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Sidney & Gayle Futrell - August 2, 1987
Larry & Donna Berger - August 5, 1967
Walter & Shirley Murch - August 8, 1964
Howard & Patti Resnick - August 8, 1964
Claude & Susanne Niebuhr - August 13, 1966
Marvin & Nora Webb - August 13, 1966
Jerry & Erika Librizzo - August 14, 1971
Paul & Marlene McGuire - August 18, 1955
Billy & Karin Hall - August 21, 1965

Bill & Marcia Combs - August 23, 1958
Raymond & Mary Szyperski - August 23, 1958
Melvin & Ilse Hamill - August 23, 1968
Rainer & Cynthia Gebhardt - August 23, 1972
Richard & Shannon Delp - August 24, 1968
Robert & Janet Mapel - August 26, 1972
Stephen & Donna Murphrey - August 30, 1969
Phil & Jo Murray - August 31, 1963
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Flyby List
Braxton Slappey, Jr., September 21, 1942—July 9, 2019
Phillip R. Schiltz, March 26, 1941—September 2, 2018
Rodney Alan Schwandt, September 8, 1946—June 30, 2019
Charles "Bud" Amburn—August 5, 1943—July 14, 2019

Spouses Serving in Heaven
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Richard Calvin Norwood, June 27, 1942—June 21, 2019
Richard Calvin Norwood, of Schertz, TX, passed away unexpectantly on June 21,
2019, six days before his 77th birthday. He was a much-loved husband and father. To his family and friends he was known by his middle name—Calvin.
Calvin was born in Soudan, VA to Margaret Vivian and Richard Garland Norwood
who both preceded him in death. He is survived by Margit, his wife of 55 years,
and his two children, Richard Thomas Norwood of San Antonio, TX and Sherald
Yvonne Norwood of Converse, TX. He is also survived by two brothers, Stephen
Dwight Norwood of GA and Rex Kirby Norwood of VA.
Calvin faithfully served his country with the United States Air Force. After retiring from the military, he continued to serve as a civilian for the Army for a number of years until his second retirement. While he was stationed with the Air
Force in Hof, Germany near the East German border, he met Margit, his future
wife. They married in Germany and, after he brought Margit back to the United States with him, he often referred to her
as his “souvenir from Germany.”
Calvin was laid to rest at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in San Antonio. Arrangements were pending. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation, https://parkinson.org/ways-to-give.

Phillip R. Schiltz, March 26, 1941—September 2, 2016
Phillip R Schiltz, 75, passed peacefully Friday September 2nd in High Point, NC
surrounded by family and friends. Phillip was born March 26th 1941 in Madison WI to the late Glen and Ida Schiltz. He grew up along the Fox River in
Oswego, IL and graduated from Oswego High School in 1959. He was a Voice
Intercept Processing Specialist for the United States Air Force from 1959 to
1965 and was fluent in many languages. He enjoyed his many years writing
the Systems and Standards for Rexam Medical Packaging in Mundelein, IL.
After his retirement he wrote a bi-weekly opinion article for the High Point
Enterprise. He also authored the Phil-i-Buster Digest political blog. He was a
FairTax advocate and a NC 12th District Director for the organization.
He was an active member of the The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church and a man of service to many where no task was too small or too
great. He quietly served others and always did so with a sense of humor and a
smile. But mostly he enjoyed spending time with friends and family.
Phil is survived by his wife Diana Schiltz of the home, Brothers Joel (Ann) and Scott (Faith), his son Michael (Tonja), step
children Gary (Chris), Richard (Angela), Brian, Kimo and Wendee (Timothy). He was blessed with 17 grandchildren, 10 great
-grandchildren and many loving nieces and nephews.
Services was helt 11:00 am Tuesday in the chapel of Cumby Funeral Services, 1015 Eastchester Dr High Point, NC. The
interment will follow at Deep River Friends Cemetery, 5300 Wendover Ave. The family greeted friends at the funeral
home one hour prior to the service. A reception followed at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 1830 Chestnut
Dr.

Phil was a fellow 20351-1 & one of my roommates when I first arrived @ the 6915th in July, 1962. He had completed a tour
of duty in Turkey & volunteered to finish his time in the USAFSS in Hof. He met a Hoferin downtown one evening & they
eventually married but according to my online research the marriage did not last & his ex- lives in Michigan - it appears
that they had one son together. Phil was a very fine fellow & really enjoyed his work @ the "Old Site". Once he returned to
the ZI for discharge I don't recall ever hearing fm him or anything about him until his name surfaced fm my memory & I
found this sad information. In Hof he bought one of those vintage Mercedes which I recall seeing him drive on base. He &
the late Bill Sycks were buds & that's how I first made contact w/Bill when he came to our shared room to chat w/Phil.
Dan Scanny
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Rodney Alan Schwandt 1946—2019
Rodney Alan Schwandt, 72, of Rockford passed away June 30, 2019. Born September 8, 1946 in Bloomington, IL to Albert and Chloe (Richardson) Schwandt. A veteran of the US Airforce. Married Brigitte Gebhardt June 7, 1969 in Hof, Germany.
Retired from Chrysler. Rodney enjoyed woodworking, hunting and fishing.
Survivors include Brigitte Schwandt; sons, Dan (Coni) Schwandt, Alan (Monica)
Schwandt; grandsons, Shea, Terrance; sister, Carole (Efrain) Santiago; niece, Allegra Santiago; nephews, Marcos Rivera, Steven Santiago; cat, Boots; and grand
dogs, Max, Nya, Ty. Predeceased by parents, and sister, Kristen.
Memorial service was held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, July 6, 2019 in Central Christian Church, 6595 Guilford Road,
Rockford with visitation from 1:00 p.m. until time of service. Luncheon followed. To share a memory or condo-

Charles "Bud" Amburn—August 5, 1943—July 14, 2019
San Angelo - Charles "Bud" Amburn, of San Angelo, passed away on July 14,
2019 in San Angelo, TX. Charles Amburn was born in Akron to Donna Amburn &
Charles Amburn on August 5, 1943. He went to school at Stow, Ohio. Bud
served in the United Sates Air Force from 1961 to 1981 living in Germany, Japan
and stateside, retiring as a MSgt in San Angelo at Goodfellow AFB. He spent
several years after retirement running a remodeling company, but the call of
military service once again brought him back to Goodfellow AFB as a Civilian
Instructor. He taught for additional 20 years retiring as a GS-12. He was a veteran of the Vietnam War. After the death of his first wife Bonnie, he married
Chakyong ( Song) Amburn on March 3, 1998 in San Angelo. .
Charles Amburn is preceded in death by Charles Amburn (Father), Donna Amburn (Mother), Cheryll Ritterbeck (Sister). Bonnie Amburn (wife). Charles Amburn is survived by Chakyong Amburn (Spouse), Robert Amburn (Son), Deanna Darter (Bill Campbell) (Daughter),
Michael Cluverius (Son), Gary Amburn (Samantha) (Grandchild) Charlotte (great grandchild), Jared Amburn
(Grandchild), Jeff Amburn (Brother), Dianne Amburn (sister-in-law), Melodee Maillicoat (Sister) and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Memorial services was held 11:00 AM Saturday July 20, 2019 at Immanuel Baptist Church with Bruce Burk, officiating. Arrangements are made by Robert Massie Funeral Home. The family of Charles Amburn wishes to extend
our sincere thanks to the Doctors and nurses of the ICU and PICU at Angelo Community for their outstanding
care over the past few weeks. Online condolences may be left at www.robertmassie.com
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Death Notification Checklist

What to Do When a Loved One Dies - Checklist
Margit Norwood: None of us want to think about this, but I thought I would share this Death Notification Checklist that
has been helpful to me. The list is not all inclusive, but it's a start.
I added another reference from AARP. Click on
the links above.

When a family member or friend has died,
itis important to notify various government
agencies, banks, creditors and credit reporting agencies of the death. To reduce the
risk of identity theft, these notifications
should be made promptly after the death.
To expedite notification, you should initially
make the contact by telephone followed by
written verification. For many of the government agencies and financial entities, you will
need the decedent’s social security number, a copy of the death certificate, and, if you are a personal representative (executor) of the estate, your appointment form from the probate court. Make sure to retain copies of
all notices that you send.
Siege of Hof—On August 7, 1553 Hof came under a 7-week siege known as the Siege of Hof. The siege was one of the major battles of the Second Margrave War and Hof was finally taken from Margrave Albert Alcibiades by Heinrich IV of Plauen on September 28, 1553. Albert was able to briefly retake Hof on October 11, but it fell back into the
hands of those allied against Margrave Albert on November 27. Some 18,236
stone cannonballs are said to have been shot into Hof during this siege with
some cannonballs still visible today lodged in walls throughout Hof. For example, from the Saale River looking back one can still see a cannonball lodged in
one of the towers of St. Michaeliskirche from the siege of 1553. Aftermath: St.
Lorenzkirche was looted and burned during the siege and the old Watch Tower was also burned out. The Hospitalkirche, which was used as a war camp by

the attackers, was attacked and destroyed by the city's defenders. Also, the
end of the last Roman Catholic stronghold in Hof; 'Das Kloster der Klarissen"
occurred during this siege as Abbess Amalie of Hirschberg escaped with her
nuns to Cheb (Eger). The Cloister was looted and later turned into a school.
After the siege, Henry IV briefly put Georg Wolf of Kotzau (who had once
served Margrave Albert) in charge of the governance of Hof. Finally, Albert's
Cannonball from Siege of 1553 in tower of St. Michaeliskirche

cousin, Margrave Jürgen Friedrich of Brandenburg-Ansbach (reign of 1557 -

1603) took power and ruled over Hof and rebuilt it along with much of his Margraviate which had been ransacked during
the war. https://tropki.com/germany/bavaria/hof
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HRA CONSTITUTION and BYLAWS
Recommend Changes
September 1, 2019
This is an announcement to amendment the HRA Constitution and Bylaws. Amendments will be voted on at the
2019 Reunion at Fredericksburg, VA. Changes affect the HRA voting rights of members, “all classes of members
will be able to vote”. Additions are underlined. Deletions have a line through the word.
Ref: page 4, BYLAWS
ARTICLE I – MEMBERSHIP
6. Classes of Membership:
a. Regular Member: A person who has paid membership dues for the current year. A Regular Member has
voting privileges and is eligible to hold office.
b. Honorary Member: A membership bestowed upon a distinguished citizen by the Executive Board with all
the rights and privileges of membership except the right to vote, hold office and pay dues.
c. Life Member: A former President or Reunion Chairman shall be known as a “Life Member Exempt” and
exempt from paying dues. They shall have the same privileges as a Regular Member.
d. Widow/Widower Exempt: A widow or widower of a regular prior member must register as such each year
and shall be known as a “Widow/Widower Exempt” with all the rights and privileges of membership except
the right to vote, hold office or requirement to pay dues. Widow/Widowers of Regular Paid member may
apply for Regular membership, subject to Executive Board approval.

Ref: page 5, BYLAW
ARTICLE III – REUNIONS AND MEETINGS
1. The annual reunion location will be selected by the Regular Members of the Association. The ballot will contain a minimum of two and a maximum of four cities selected by the Reunion Site Committee. The Site Selection Ballot, an to attachment to the HRA January Newsletter, will have a cutoff voting deadline of March
31.
2. At any voting meeting of the members, those present constitute a quorum. Voting is to be by “SECRET” ballot if requested by 2/3 of the Regular Members present.
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Little Berlin in Upper Franconia The belated fall of the Mödlareuth
Wall
On December 9,
Mödlareuth celebrates
the fall of the Berlin
Wall - one month late.
When the Berliners
danced on the wall in
November '89, there
was a dead silence in
the Upper Franconian
village of Totenstille:
The three-meter-high
wall in the middle of
"Little Berlin" stood
like a one - still!
At a 700 meter long
and 3.30 meter high
concrete wall ended in
the small Tannbachtal
not far from the western hemisphere. As otherwise only in Berlin, the wall separated the small town Mödlareuth since August 13, 1961 in an eastern and a western sector.

Retirees now eligible to stay at Edelweiss resort in Germany
GARMISCH, Germany --

As of June 3, active-duty military service members, retirees and civilian/military ID cardholders living outside Europe are
eligible to vacation at the Edelweiss Lodge and Resort in Garmisch, Germany.
The Edelweiss recently received approval from U.S. Army Europe and the Federal Republic of Germany to allow military
members stationed outside Europe and retirees to visit the resort on a limited, space-available basis.
"We're elated to once again be able to provide memorable vacation experiences to all service members and retirees, not
just those living in Europe," said Brian Borda, Edelweiss general manager.
"Our mission at the Edelweiss Resort is extremely important for the morale and retention of our military members, their
families and, once again, our retirees," he said.
Guests outside Europe are encouraged to make reservations at the Edelweiss well in advance to ensure availability. Eligibility restrictions had been in place at the Edelweiss since June 2015 after a command review determined that eligibility rules
consistent with the Status of Forces Agreement were not being fully met.
Armed Forces Recreation Center resorts are affordable joint-service facilities operated by the U.S. Army Installation Management Command. Other AFRC facilities are in Waikiki Beach, Hawaii; Walt Disney World in Florida; and Seoul, South Korea.
For more information about reservations at Edelweiss Lodge and Resort, visit https://www.edelweisslodgeandresort.com.
(Courtesy of MyAirForceBenefits)
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The above news article re Dobra (by then a 1946th comm squadron det) was forwarded by Helga Haesse a while back in
response to a young German girl writing her Abitur about the Cold War in Hof. Steve had forwarded her request to me and
I included Helga in my response since she is my German go-to authority on things 60X matters. I don't believe any of us
had any further response from the girl. Jerry Mangas
Margit Norwood recently lost her husband, Calvin (see obituary this Newsletter). We received this thank you card from Margit in response to the HRA’s being in contact and our blessings and condolences. God Bless Calvin. Prayers to Margit and Family.
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CALL FOR DOOR PRIZES FOR 2019 FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA REUNION
Hey Hofers and crafters, before we know it, once again, we’ll be
together for the 2019 Hof Reunion Association (HRA) Reunion in
FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA. So, you still have time to do what
you do best and make a donation to the 2019 Door Prize Program
(DPP)
In the past several years, our Auction (Live and Silent) and Door
Prize Program has been very popular. To organize this undertaking, HRA President JOHN LAMB has asked me (Jerry Middendorf)
to be the POINT OF
CONTACT for the
Door Prize Committee.

It may not be time to start packing for the reunion yet, but it is a good time
to think about door prizes. There are a lot of members with exceptional talent that have donated some fantastic self-made pieces of handiwork in the
past and it’s time to awaken these crafty skills again. These items are always
a highlight, with many members heading home with something they will value for years to come. Door prizes donated will again add that little extra
touch to make the 2019 FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA REUNION one of the
most memorable to date.
The live and silent auction at the TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI REUNION took in
$284.00, which helped in reducing operating cost of the 2018 reunion. Our
thanks go out to all the donated items (35 donations) and reunion attendees
that participated in the door prize/live and silent auction program. For sure I
can’t forget MIK (TOM MIKLOICHE) who volunteered to be our auctioneer at
TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI. Great job MIK!!!!!
Just to get you in a little flavor of the live auction you may want to do a search of YOUTUBE - Leroy Van Dyke - The Auctioneer - 1962 Recording at this web site - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaVTxiPBJgM . Video takes you back in
history of Leroy Van Dykes 1962 hit recording of AUCTIONEER!!!!! Some of us were in Hof at that time .
We’re looking for donations such as craft items, art work, books,
gizmos, etc., that can be presented as door prizes or for a live or
silent auction. At previous reunions, items donated included crochet doilies, wood carvings, hand crafted quilts, embroidered table runners, dirndls, oil paintings, puzzles, handmade jewelry,
German bier mugs, German/Austrian music CDs, USAFSS hat pins,
collector plates and many other items. We are not looking for
any one particular kind of item, we can use almost any type of
article and it will be greatly appreciated. So, start up your creative thinking or start a creative search for door prizes - it’s a good
time to THINK DOOR PRIZES rather than later.
Let your imagination be the only limitation as to what you bring
to 2019 HRA Reunion. To donate, merely bring the item(s) with
you to FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA, however, please give Jerry Middendorf a heads-up, via email, a telephone call, or snail
mail, ahead of time letting me know what you have planned to bring as a donation.
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One small request for documenting your donation(s). If you have the capability (1) take a picture of your donation (2)
download into your computer and (3) email to Jerry Middendorf. If you do not have the capability of downloading a picture of your donation(s) forget this request.
The DOOR PRIZE COMMITTEE encourages wide spread participation in
the door prize initiative. But if your unable to be with us in FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA and would like to donate an item, please do not
snail mail the donated item to the HRA Adjutant or Door Prize Committee.
In a situation when you
are unable to attend
the reunion and want
to donate an item, first
attempt to contact
someone that will be
driving to FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA to
transport your donated
item and (2) make arrangements for transporting the item to FREDERICKSBURG VIRGINIA. If that is unsuccessful, contact Jerry Middendorf to provide assistance in getting the donated item to the:
FREDERICKSBURG HOSPITALITY HOUSE
HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENER
2801 PLANK ROAD
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 22401
The proposed program will be a three-level event. Between three and six of the items as selected by the DOOR PRIZE PROGRAM COMMITTEE, will be set aside for the “live” auction, to be held at the buffet luncheon. The remaining items will be
available for the “silent” auction; on display in the hospitality room where members will bid on them with a bid sheet, the
member with the highest bid at the end of the day gets to take these cherished items home. Those items that do not receive a silent bid will be used as door prizes.
We are also looking for one or two more committee
members, so if you think you’d like to help, we welcome
you with open arms. Get involved (member, spouse or
designated other, etc.). If you are interested in joining
the HRA DOOR PRIZE PROGRAM COMMITTEE, then
please give me a heads-up, using the contact information
below:
Jerry Middendorf
405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21015
Phone - (410) 776-3637, Email j.middendorf@comcast.net
Attached for your information are a few door prizes that
have been donated at past HRA Reunions.
Thanking you in advance for past and future DOOR PRIZE
DONATIONS.
Jerry
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Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel & Conference Center (FHHHCC)
2801 PLANK RD FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22401
PHONE: 540-218-1107 | TOLL FREE: 1-800-682-1049
HOTEL RESERVATONS—Click above to see hotel website, or use the telephone numbers above or use the below direct link
provided by the hotel. Reservations are good 3 days before and 3 days after.
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS CLICK
https://reservations.travelclick.com/15003?groupID=2290979
NEW Go to website hofer1.com to view full details, directions, forms and schedule. As information is received, I will update the hofer1.com website, so keep checking back.
Things to See
Places to eat (details on two German Gasthäuser below)

Fredericksburg, VA is located between Washington DC and Richmond, VA. The main thoroughfare from Interstate 95 is Route 3
West, which is called Plank Road. Located right off of I-95, exit
130B.

Hotel Reservation—Reservations will be made by individual
attendees directly with Hotel using group code provided by the
hotel—Group Hotel Code: Hof Reunion Association. Room rates
are subject to all applicable state and local taxes, 11.3%. Room
Rate of $105.00 Single or Double Occupancy, $115.00 Triple Occupancy, $125.00 Quad Occupancy. Room rates good three days
before and three days after reunion. Cut-Off Date to secure group
rate is September 10, 2019. Any reservation received after this
date will be accepted on a space and rate availability basis. Individual reservations will not be guaranteed without first night's
deposit or credit card. Six handicap rooms available. All rooms

are non-smoking rooms. Check-in is 3:00 PM and Check-out is
12:00 PM

Includes breakfast tickets per room per night for a full hot breakfast per occupant up to four.
Pet-friendly hotel. Guest are allowed to bring their pet, dog or cat,
for a total up to 5 days. A $50.00 pet fee will be applied to the
stay. All pet-friendly rooms are designated for easy access to the
courtyard.
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THE BEST THINGS TO SEE AND
DO IN FREDERICKSBURG
Four different Civil War battles raged in and around Fredericksburg, making the city a huge draw for Civil War
buffs. But there’s much more in this charming colonial town, including Revolutionary War history (George Washington was born across the river), wine-tasting, unique shopping, and more.

HISTORIC SITES
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park
The 9,000-acre historic park in and around Fredericksburg includes four battlefields—including the famous Sunken Road—and four historic buildings.
James Monroe Museum and Memorial Library
The fifth U.S. President established his law practice in town in 1786. This museum housed in his original office
showcases permanent and changing exhibits related to his life and times.
Historic Kenmore
George Washington’s sister lived in this stately colonial home dating from 1775. The Crowningshield Museum on
the grounds displays Virginia-made furniture and family portraits.
George Washington’s Ferry Farm
Six-year-old George Washington and his family moved to this farm in 1738, where he may or may not have cut
down the proverbial cherry tree.

SHOPPING
Old Town Fredericksburg
More than a hundred boutiques, antique shops, art galleries and studios line the the town ’s charming 40-block national historic district.
Greenbrier Shopping Center
Discount clothing retailers and restaurants occupy this shopping center located one mile from the Fredericksburg
Hospitality House Hotel.
Central Park
More than 200 retailers sell clothing, gifts, household items, pet supplies and more at the East Coast ’s largest outdoor mall.
Potomac Mills
Virginia’s largest outlet mall, located 30 minutes north of Fredericksburg in Woodbridge, features more than 200
stores.

FAMILY FUN
Paramount Kings Dominion
A 400-acre amusement park with more than 60 rides (including 13 roller coasters and a 20 -acre water park) located about 35 miles south of Fredericksburg.
Adventure Park at Wilderness Presidential Resort
18

Kids of all ages enjoy an adventure course featuring a rickety bridge, spider ’s web, canyon jump, zip line and more.
Children’s Theater at Riverside Center
Take the kids to see a live show geared toward the younger set.
Indoor Bounce House
Enjoy the region’s biggest and best indoor play center, including bounce houses, slides and obstacle courses.

CULTURE
Art Galleries
Fredericksburg is an artist’s haven, with dozens of art galleries dotting the historic downtown area. Be sure to stop
by Liberty Town Arts Workshops, with more than 25 unique artist studios.
Broadway at the Riverside Center Dinner Theater
Enjoy a Broadway musical production at Virginia’s only dinner theater.

Klein Theatre of the University of Mary Washington
This intimate, state-of-the-art, 233-seat theater has staged theater and dance productions since 1952. Four mainstage productions are produced each academic year.

SIGHTSEEING
Fredericksburg’s Olde Towne Carriage Tours
Hop aboard a romantic carriage for an exploration of Fredericksburg’s colonial heart in style.
Trolley Tours of Fredericksburg
Explore historic Fredericksburg by 75-minute narrated trolley tour. Tours begin at the Fredericksburg Visitor Center.
Fredericksburg Hauntings
Fredericksburg is one of the America’s most haunted cities. Wander the town’s dark streets as you hear tales of
lives and events of the still lurking dead.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
Abel Reservoir
This 185-acre reservoir in Falmouth features a fully stocked fishing area, boat ramp, hiking and picnicking.
Canal Path
This paved 1.8-mile pathway winds along the canal from Fall Hill Avenue to Princess Anne Street in Fredericksburg.
Fredericksburg Skydiving Center
See Fredericksburg from new heights on a tandem skydive from 12,000 feet.
Lake Anna State Park
More than 13 miles of hiking trails, a guarded swimming beach, a children’s play area, and a boat ramp highlight
this scenic, 2,304-acre park on Lake Anna, in Spotsylvania.
Golf
You’ll find excellent golf courses in the Fredericksburg area, including Gauntlet Golf Club, Lee ’s Hill Golfer’s Club,
and Wilderness Presidential Resort in Spotsylvania.
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Tour 1

Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
October 1—Depart Hotel 0900 a.m. and return 1:00 p.m.

Two large hangars display thousands of aviation and space artifacts, including a Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird, a Concorde, and
the Space Shuttle Discovery. The Center also offers the Airbus IMAX® Theater, the Donald D. Engen Observation Tower, and
the Mary Baker Engen Restoration Hangar. Researchers will also find the majority of the Archives' collections at the UdvarHazy Center reading room. Click on links to open.

VIRTUAL TOUR
Take a virtual tour. Hope you have time to spare, get
ready for a ride of your life. To start the tour, click on
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center. Once the website is open,
move around the photo, hold down the left mouse
button to lock onto the photo. You can rotate the photo 360 degrees, left/right, up/down and advance/
return. Lower right corner of photo, these commands
will do the same as the mouse, 1 is upper level and LL is
lower level of museum. Lower left small photo is method to go directly to location. To use, place mouse on
top of photo, photo will enlarge showing the commands. Suggestion, arrow top left will close/open pho-

tos of displays. TO RETURN TO A POSITION, use return
arrow of website.
Lets get started. With the website open, place the cursor on the photo. You should see an arrow on the floor
indicating your location. Forward of that is an X, click
on the X to move into the Museum. Use the roll button
to enlarge the photo where you can see up close an
item or be able to read the signs. Use the left mouse
button, hold down, turn left/right, up/down. To advance, continue to click the X. At the hall intersection,
which there are two on the top level, you can turn left/
right or go straight. At any time you can jump back or
forth from level 1 to LL by clicking on the icons lower
right. Enjoy.
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Select an exhibit gallery for more information. To locate a specific artifact, search the objects on display, at present there are 5957
objects on display. Please note that object locations may change, and exhibit galleries may occasionally be closed to the public without prior notice.

1. Vertical Flight
2. Sport Aviation
3. General Aviation
4. Business Aviation
5. Commercial Aviation
6. Pre-1920 Aviation
7. World War II Aviation
8. Korea and Vietnam
9. Cold War Aviation

10. Modern Military Aviation
11. Aerobatic Flight
12. World War II German Aviation
13.Ultralight Aircraft
14. Interwar Military Aviation
20. Human Spaceflight
21. Space Science
22. Applications Satellites
23. Rockets and Missiles
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Tour 2—Trolley Tour of Fredericksburg
October 3—Depart Hotel 9:30 a.m. and return 1:00 p.m. (click)

Board Trolley Tours of Fredericksburg for a 75-minute trolley tour to see some of Old
Town Fredericksburg’s most historic sites and streets with a trained, licensed guide.
Learn about the many famous and interesting people and events that have taken
place since the city was established in 1728. If you listen closely, you may even pick
up a few amusing and not-so-well known facts about the people and places that you
will see along the way! The kind of things you won't learn just walking around on
your own. After your tour, you will have a better idea of the local history and the
many attractions Fredericksburg has to offer. You will also have a better idea of
where you want to start as you go back to visit the many living history museums,
homes and businesses of Fredericksburg most famous residents. People like George Washington, Mary Washington, and James Monroe. Places like the Rising Sun Tavern, Fredericksburg's only proper tavern and the former home of Charles Washington, Dr. Hugh Mercer's Apothecary Shop, Kenmore Plantation and many more. After tour, stroll downtown to visit the shops and restaurants. Return to
Hotel 1:00 p.m.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site)
Chatham Manor
Rocky Lane and City Dock
Ferry Farm
Hugh Mercer’s Apothecary Shop
Rising Sun Tavern
Mary Washington House
Kenmore
Hugh Mercer Monument
Religious Freedom Monument

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

23

Mary Washington Grave & Monument
Confederate Cemetery
Brompton
Richard Kirkland Monument
Fredericksburg battlefield Visitor Center
Slave Auction Block
James Monroe Museum
Court House (1852)
George Washington Masonic Museum

Be a part of the future planning and management of the HRA
I'm still trying to identify candidates for the HRA Board. For now, I need to identify nominees for Secretary
Newsletter Editor) and Second Vice President (remember, the Second VP moves up to the First VP, then to President, and has the opportunity to plan the site and details for the 2022 Reunion). I am also trying to identify the
potential sites for the 2021 Reunion.
I would be pleased to receive any potential nominees for Newsletter Editor or 2ndVP, or potential locations for
the 2021 Reunion location. Send any recommendation to me at murchw@aol.com.
Walt Murch

Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present there are 139 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a
Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinha-

mill@msn.com or click on the above link and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in Hof Germany and
are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

Hof Reunion Association Web Site
Hof Reunion Official History
Hof Air Station History

Hof Reunion Association Forms

Constitution & Bylaws

Registration Form

Monthly Newsletter

Schedule of Events

Hofer1 Website
Your holiday in Bavaria
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