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Greg Krcma

Last
Zobrak

Last

Last

CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Address
City
State
Zip Code

First
Lorrayne

First

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
City
State

Zip Code

Telephone

Email

Gallagher

Patrick

Dixon

Ralston

2942 Bellarosa Cir. West Palm Beach

First
Alekson
Alekson
Boggs
Gallagher
Kaiser
Kreuzer
Kreuzer
Mangas
Pelton
Pelton
Schloegel
Schloegel
Sinchak
Thomas
Thomas
Thompson
Truger
Trujillo
Wible

Vernon Hills

IL

60061-1471

FL

33411-1463 (251) 259-7232

TUNICA - REGISTRATION - CANCELLATION
Registrar
Cancelled

Remarks

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Last

First

Dues

Remarks

Thompson Francis

$20.00

2023

Gallagher
Pelton
Dixon

$20.00
$60.00
$20.00

2018
2022
2018

Patrick
Harvey
Ralston

DONATIONS
Last

First

Amount

Thompson Francis

$100.00

Email

NEW MEMBERS
City
State

Address
10 East Hawthorn
Pkwy, Apt. 548

Last
Bob
Sandy
Christina
Patrick
Matthew
Dick
Heidi
Jerry
Harvey
Linda
Kip
Tanja
Noel
Billy
Phyllis
Francis
Anne
Joey
John

First

Address

Telephone
(406) 799-5065

Remarks

LOST MEMBERS
Final Flyby

Ladies Serving in Heaven
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John Lamb - August 2, 1941
Richard Gelascon - August 3, 1929
Darlene Holden - August 4, 1939
John Wible - August 4, 1941
Kathy Bussiere - August 5, 1948
Phyllis Nottingham - August 6, 1943
Karin Natalie - August 7, 1942
Lance Peterson - August 10, 1940
Helga Bales - August 10, 1946
Janice Nelson - August 10, 1947
Gert Berry - August 12, 1938
Jim Riggin - August 12, 1939
Timothy Spaeth - August 13, 1946
Howard Resnick - August 14, 1937
Bruce Flannery - August 14, 1946
Almut Wymard - August 16, 1941
Alfred Campbell - August 16, 1946
Alan Rabidoux - August 16, 1946
Doris Novelli - August 17, 1940
Jim McDaniel - August 18, 1942
Dallas Churchill - August 19, 1930

Brigitte Cowherd - August 21, 1945
Robert Mapel - August 22, 1939
Billy Thomas - August 23, 1936
John Bienko - August 23, 1937
Phil Murray - August 23, 1940
Mary Szyperski - August 24, 1926
Rosemarie Pirozzi - August 25, 1936
Phyllis Thomas - August 25, 1943
Tom Knight - August 26, 1932
Bernard Harland - August 26, 1937
Jay Campbell - August 26, 1941
Norman Heggie - August 26, 1942
Greg Heartsill - August 27, 1946
Sam Brady - August 28, 1937
Pasquale Pirozzi - August 29, 1936
James J. Smith - August 29, 1942
Elisa Bender - August 29, 1946
Mary McDaniel - August 30, 1941
Karin Campbell - August 31, 1947
Valerie Schefft - August 31, 1951
Valerie (Zavodny - August 31, 1951
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Bill & Marcia Combs
Raymond & Mary Szyperski
Sidney & Gayle Futrell - August 2, 1987
Larry & Donna Berger - August 5, 1967
Walter & Shirley Murch - August 8, 1964
Howard & Patti Resnick - August 8, 1964
Claude & Susanne Niebuhr - August 13, 1966
Marvin & Nora Webb - August 13, 1966
Jerry & Erika Librizzo - August 14, 1971
Paul & Marlene McGuire - August 18, 1955
Billy & Karin Hall - August 21, 1965
Bill & Marcia Combs - August 23, 1958
Raymond & Mary Szyperski - August 23, 1958
Melvin & Ilse Hamill - August 23, 1968
Rainer & Cynthia Gebhardt - August 23, 1972
Richard & Shannon Delp - August 24, 1968
Robert & Janet Mapel - August 26, 1972
Stephen & Donna Murphrey - August 30, 1969
Phil & Jo Murray - August 31, 1963

Melvin & Ilse Hamill
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Flyby List
Paul Hass—July 7, 2018
Dave Young

Spouses Serving in Heaven
None
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MARGIT NORWOOD POST – JULY 7, 2018 – PASSING OF FRIENDS STATIONED IN HOF: PAUL HASS DAVE YOUNG It's
been raining on and off all day. We need the rain and it fits my sad mood. We got word today that Paul Hass, a
long-time friend of Calvin and me, has passed away in Gulfport, MS. Paul was best man when Calvin and I got married. Some Hofers who were stationed at the Site in the early 60s might remember Paul. Margit Norwood As if the
day wasn't sad enough already--I found that another old friend had passed. I was looking for Dave Young's contact
information to let him know about Paul Hass, but found his obituary instead. Dave was a cop, stationed in Hof in
the early 60s. Maybe some of our Hofers will remember him.

MARTHA RAYE (Click for video)
The following is from an Army Aviator: It was just before Thanksgiving ’67
and we were ferrying dead and wounded from a large GRF west of Pleiku,
Vietnam. We had run out of body bags by noon, so the Hook (CH-47 CHINOOK) was pretty rough in the back.
All of a sudden, we heard a ‘take-charge’ woman’s voice in the rear. There
was the singer and actress, Martha Raye, with a SF (Special Forces) beret
and jungle fatigues, with subdued markings, helping the wounded into
the Chinook, and carrying the dead aboard. ‘Maggie’ had been visiting her
SF ‘heroes’ out ‘west’.
We took off, short of fuel, and headed to the USAF hospital pad at Pleiku.
As we all started unloading our sad pax’s, a ‘Smart-Ass’ USAF Captain said
to Martha…. Ms Ray, with all these dead and wounded to process, there
would not be time for your show!
To all of our surprise, she pulled on her right collar and said… Captain, see
this eagle? I am a full ‘Bird’ Colonel in the US Army Reserve, and on this is
a ‘Caduceus’ which means I am a Nurse, with a surgical specialty…. now,
take me to your wounded. He said, yes
ma’am…. Follow me.
Several times at the Army Field Hospital in Pleiku, she would ‘cover’ a surgical shift, giving a nurse a well-deserved break.
Martha is the only woman buried in the SF (Special Forces) cemetery at Ft.
Bragg.
Susan Reneau—I was in Vietnam June 1967 to August 1968 and was able to
attend Martha Ray's USO tour of Hello Dolly (twice) with her troupe of actors. Not only was the show awesome, but Martha gave the most inspirational talk to us troops that I ever heard. While there were thousands of us
in the audience, I felt like She was actually talking to me personally. Her
speech was awe-inspiring. It made me proud to be an American and to be
serving in Vietnam. I wish I could have thanked her personally. She has
been a hero of mine ever since just like Raquel Welch who accompanied
Bob Hope on his 1967 Christmas USO Tour. They didn't have to be there
like we did. They gave up their time to be with us instead of their family.
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A PERSONAL CONNECTION BETWEEN HOF’S
FRIEDRICH-EBERT-BRÜCKE [BRIDGE] AND
ONE OF OUR HRA MEMBERS (by Margit Norwood)
First, a little background on the Friedrich-EbertBridge which crosses the Saale River near the Hallenbad, and the Leimitzer Strasse in Hof. The following information is loosely translated from the
visitor’s guide, HOF IN BAYERN GANZ OBEN, by
Arnd Kluge and Martina Martin:
This bridge was first documented in 1389. It was a
wooden bridge then; rather long, because it crossed
the Saale. In the ensuing years, it was rebuilt so
many times, that it was called a “Stone, Wood, and
Dirt pieced-together Monument to Nonsense” by
Landrat (district commissioner) Philipp Ludwig von
Weitershausen in 1784.

The last piece of wood from the bridge was finally removed in
1843 and replaced with stone. The bridge then became known as
the “Obere Steinerne Brȕcke” (Upper Stone Bridge). Several renovations followed during the 19th Century. Then, in 1937, the entire bridge was rebuilt, using steel-fortified concrete.
In the Winter of 1948/49, a monument was added to the northwest end of the bridge. The monument depicts a female carrying
a spindle, in reference to the textile industry of Hof. The monument’s artist was Elisabeth Schindler-Ruzicka. In the local vernacular, this monument is frequently referred to as the
“Garnklauera”—Hoferisch for “She-who-steals-yarn.” It seems
that during the post-war years, textile factory workers now and
then smuggled some yarn out of the factory, hiding it underneath
their clothing. They would then trade the yarn with farmers for
food.
Now to the PERSONAL CONNECTION: During our Albuquerque
reunion, Frieda Schuety told me that her sister, Klara Rosa
Krauss, was the model for this “Garnklauera.” As a young girl,
Klara who was born in Hof on 11 April 1933, was working in an
elite shop that sold furs. That’s where she met the artist who designed the “Spinnerin” monument, and that’s how she ended up
being the model for it. “And,” as Frieda said, “now she is sitting
on the bridge!”
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Legacy of Women Air
Force Service Pilots
RICKENBACKER AIR NATIONAL GUARD
BASE, Ohio — The 121st Air Refueling
Wing held a ceremony here July 13,
2018 to dedicate one of their KC-135
Stratotankers to honor the legacy of
Women Air Force Service Pilots.
Lockbourne Air Force Base, which was
renamed Rickenbacker AFB in 1974,
was a training location for female pilots
from October 17, 1943 to January 13,
1944. Thirteen females became fully
qualified test pilots on B-17 Flying Fortresses. The success of the WASP program proved that women could fly any
aircraft and the impact of that would
resonate for years to come.
During the ceremony, Tech Sgt.
Michelle Lucius, a crew chief with the
121st Maintenance Group, unveiled her
KC-135 Stratotanker’s new nose art, the image of Fifinella, a female gremlin designed by Walt Disney. Fifinella was the official mascot for the WASP. Lucius said she will be honored to have the WASP represented on her assigned aircraft.
“Paraphrasing President Kennedy, he reminded us that ‘A nation reveals itself not only by the men and women it produces
but also by the men and women it honors, the men and women it remembers,’” said Col. Mark Auer, commander of the
121st ARW. “So it seems all together fitting and proper that we take this opportunity, on the 75th anniversary of the WASPs'
arrival at our base, to ensure their mascot, Fifinella,
is back in the air as nose art on one of our aircraft,
flying over the base and nation they so nobly
served.”
Special guests for the ceremony included members
of the Scioto Valley 99s international organization of
women pilots, Lockbourne Mayor Christie Ward,
representatives from the offices of Senators Sherrod
Brown and Rob Portman, and representatives from
the offices of U.S. Representatives Joyce Beatty and
Steve Stivers.
Portman, Beatty and Stivers issued proclamations
recognizing Rickenbacker ANGB for honoring the
WASP. The proclamation from Stivers stated “I am
grateful to all who have been involved with this project and for the tremendous efforts put forth to preserve an important piece of our proud tradition of
military service.”
Women Airforce Service pilots Frances Green, Margaret "Peg" Kirchner, Ann
Waldner and Blanche Osborn, leave their B-17 Flying Fortress aircraft, "Pistol
Packin' Mama," during ferry training at Lockbourne Army Airfield, Ohio, 1944.
Air Force photo
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One of our Hofer Legends is fading.... Many of
you met Joe Dernoga and his daughter Susan
at Myrtle Beach, thanks to a huge effort by
Gene Wetzel
The Crypto Dude is basically ready for or on
Hospice Care at home. He has been slowly
slipping for months I think. He and I used to
talk maybe every three or four weeks and I
always enjoyed any of his stories ranging
from high school when he set the chem lab on
fire to the USAFSS (some of the printable ones
made the weekly updates)and then Laos and
Viet Nam and then downrange on missile
tracking ships. He was also a dynamite photographer with a huge collection of slides and
a builder of some astoundingly professional
fireworks. He loved his house on "the creek",
cooking which he called "slice and dice", crabbing and gardening in his elevated gardens that allowed him to dig in
the dirt from his "chair". Then the calls stopped, mostly while he was hospitalized under VA care - at least three
years straight at one point, in a series of VA hospitals trying to treat severe pressure woulds. Then then calls started
again, but in the last few months they were just because he "wanted to just make a connection and say hello" and
not much more. No extended conversations anymore, just silence. And then those stopped.
He checked himself into a hospital back in 1988 for severe back pain and never walked again. Spinal cancer! They
told him them then that he had less than 6 months to live. He sold off or gave away most of his gun collection, decided not to bother paying his taxes that year, why bother, and then the next and the next - they did catch up to
him eventually - And then he just decided to be a survivor. For another 30 rears! Lived by himself for a while, got
married again to a lady with the same last name, lost her to cancer but kept on keeping on. I think it is maybe all
catching up with him! He gives major MAJOR credit to the VA for keeping him going all these years. of pain and
pressure sores and setting him up with the equipment he needed to maintain a semi interdependent life style (of
sorts). And to his family and a VA nurse named Mandy and another one at the VA he called his "Barbie Doll". Met
her and the name fit. Joe always had a thing for the ladies going all the way back to Hof. An old girl friend from
there even wanted to come stateside to help with his care but he talked her out of it.
Let you know if/when I know more but his family is getting ready to lose him at last, I fear.
Jerry Mangas—Ein Bayerischer Sibirien-Überlebender 1965-1968

Confused about hotel taxes? You’re not alone
Hotel Resort Tax (brought to our attention, Rose Queen)
Bill Ward has been busy at work, again. He pulled out the initial contact for the hotel and noticed the contract did not
have a Hotel Resort Tax. At present, the hotel is charging $4.99 per day, Hotel Resort Tax. This tax was started in February. If you were quoted a rate that included
this tax, hopefully by the time we arrive, it will have been removed form you billing.
Thanks again Bill and Rose.
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Commissary History
American military commissaries provide a military benefit of discounted groceries and household goods to active-duty, Reserve and Guard members of the uniformed services, retirees of these services, authorized family members, DOD civilian
employees overseas and other designated categories. Commissaries constitute one of the top nonpay benefits for today’s military and are an important inducement to recruitment and retention of skilled personnel, while simultaneously holding down taxpayer costs.
The commissary benefit is not a recent innovation. Sales of
goods from commissary department storehouses to military
personnel began in 1825, when Army officers at specified
posts could make purchases for their personal use, paying
at-cost prices. By 1841, officers could also purchase items
for members of their immediate families.
The modern era of sales commissaries actually began in 1867, when enlisted men received the same at-cost purchasing privileges officers had already enjoyed for four decades. No geographic restrictions were placed upon these sales; the commissary warehouse at every Army post could become a sales location, whether they were located on the frontier or near a large
city. From the start, commissaries were meant to take on-post retail functions out of the hands of civilian vendors and post
traders and allow the Army to “care for its own.” The stores provided wholesome food beyond what was supplied in the
official rations, and the savings they provided supplemented military pay. The modern concept of commissary sales stores,
which were established to benefit military personnel of all ranks by providing healthful foods “at cost,” reached its 150th
anniversary on July 1, 2017.
COMMISSARIES CHANGE WITH THE TIMES
The commissary retail function developed and grew, roughly parallel to the development of the retail grocery industry. The
commissaries’ 82-item stock list of 1868 was comparable to the stock assortment in a typical civilian dry goods grocery store
at that time. Commissaries kept pace with developments in civilian supermarkets, and the average commissary today
has about 12,000 line items. The largest stores have several thousand more.
The list of eligible shoppers has also grown. Originally, only active-duty Army personnel could shop. Today, personnel in all
services, including the Coast Guard and National Guard, may shop in the commissary on any U.S. military installation,
around the world. Retirees, first allowed to make commissary purchases in 1879, have shopping privileges, as do reservists
and members of the National Guard. Immediate family members of service personnel are also eligible commissary shoppers.
As the role of the American military grew larger, commissaries began to spread around the world. The first overseas stores
opened in the Philippines and in China in 1899 to 1900. They were soon followed by commissaries in the Caribbean and Panama. Eventually, all the services adopted the Army’s concept of commissary sales stores and tailored the concept to their
own needs. The Navy and Marine Corps opened their first commissaries in 1909 and 1910, and the Air Force inherited its
stores from the Army Air Forces in 1947 and 1948. By the mid-1970s, each of the services ran its own commissary agency,
with differing procedures and systems: the Army Troop Support Agency (TSA), the Navy Resale System Support Office
(NAVRESSO), the Commissary Section of the Marine Corps Services Command, and the Air Force Commissary Service
(AFCOMS).
SEPARATE SYSTEMS COMBINED
In 1989, Congress directed the Defense Department to conduct a study of the separate military commissary systems. The
ensuing report by the Jones Commission (headed by Army Lt. Gen. Donald E. Jones) recommended consolidating the service
systems into one agency to improve service and save money. The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) was established May
15, 1990, by a memorandum from the deputy secretary of defense. This was the first DOD functional agency consolidation
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during the post-Cold War cutbacks and downsizing.
The Defense Department appointed Army Maj. Gen. John P. Dreska as the agency’s first director in June 1990. Shortly afterward, a transition team of commissary functional experts began the consolidation and transition. DeCA assumed full control
of all commissaries Oct. 1, 1991. Fort Lee, Virginia, was, and still is, the agency’s headquarters site.
After leading DeCA through its initial year of operation, Dreska retired in 1992, and Army Maj. Gen. Richard E. Beale Jr. became the new director. Beale retired from the military Sept. 30, 1996, but stayed on the job as the agency's first civilian director. He was succeeded by Air Force Maj. Gen. Robert J. Courter Jr. (November 1999 to August 2002) and Air Force Maj.
Gen. Michael P. Wiedemer (August 2002 to October 2004). Patrick B. Nixon, who served as director and CEO from October
2004 to October 2007, was the first person in U.S. history to become director of any commissary agency after beginning his
career at store level and steadily rising through the commissaries’ civilian career field. Following Nixon’s retirement, Richard
S. Page served as acting director until the arrival of director and CEO, Philip E. Sakowitz Jr., in June 2008. Thomas E. Milks
served as acting director and CEO following the retirement of Sakowitz in June 2010. Joseph H. Jeu subsequently served as
the director and CEO from January 2011 until his retirement in June 2017. Michael Dowling served as acting director and CEO
following Jeu’s retirement. On Oct. 24, DOD announced retired Navy Rear Adm. Robert J. Bianchi as the interim director and
CEO. Bianchi is also CEO of the Navy Exchange Service Command.
COMMISSARIES TODAY
Commissaries still sell discounted products to authorized patrons as they have since 1825. Today’s customers save thousands of dollars annually on their purchases compared to similar products at commercial retailers. Customers receive substantial additional savings through special sales and coupons. The discounted prices include a 5-percent surcharge, mandated by Congress, which covers the costs of building new commissaries and modernizing existing ones. Patrons thus help pay
for their commissaries twice – once as taxpayers and once through the surcharge. Commissary employees’ salaries are taxfunded.
Surveys consistently rate commissaries as one of the military’s top nonpay benefits. Many young service families, particularly those stationed in high cost-of-living urban areas, simply could not make ends meet without the price savings provided by
commissaries. Those savings amount to about double the appropriated cost of running the system. In other words, preserving this level of compensation in direct dollar payments to military personnel would cost the government twice the current
fund appropriation.
At present, DeCA has more than fulfilled its expectations, producing savings far greater, and in a shorter period of time, than
were projected in 1989. In 1998, DeCA received a President’s Quality Achievement Award in recognition of its commitment
to using world-class standards to improve customer service and save tax dollars. A recent General Accounting Office report
confirmed the commissary is a major factor in keeping highly trained, highly qualified men and women in the service,
meeting the national defense needs of the United States. Today, the process of providing a quality benefit while reducing
taxpayer costs continues as DeCA concentrates on its corporate objectives: Continually improve customer service and sustain customer savings; foster a corporate culture that creates a satisfying work force environment and provides opportunities for personal and professional growth; and increase effectiveness and efficiency through disciplined integration of technology, infrastructure and business process improvements.
Any one who spent time in the military knows how important the Commissary is to us then and now. Without the commissary in the early part of my career, I would not have been able to afford the amount of food needed to raise 4 children. It is
a privilege we have earned and one I do not take lightly.
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A good story after all the bad ones
we hear. I had never really thought
of what happened to all the other
flights headed for the States on 9/11.
It is past 16 years since 9/11 and
here is a wonderful story about that
terrible day.
Jerry Brown, Delta Flight 15...(true
story), as written by a flight attendant on Delta Flight 15.

DELTA FLIGHT 15
On the morning of Tuesday, September 11, we were about 5 hours out of
Frankfurt, flying over the North Atlantic. All of a sudden the curtains
parted and I was told to go to the

cockpit, immediately, to see the captain.

As soon as I got there I noticed that the crew had that "All Business" look on their faces. The captain handed me a printed message. It was from Delta's main office in Atlanta and simply read,
"All airways over the Continental United States are closed to commercial air traffic. Land ASAP at
the nearest airport. Advise your destination."
No one said a word about what this could mean. We knew it was a serious situation and we needed
to find terra firma quickly. The captain determined that the nearest airport was 400 miles behind us
in Gander, Newfoundland.
He requested approval for a route change from the Canadian traffic controller and approval was
granted immediately -- no questions asked. We found out later, of course, why there was no hesitation in approving our request.
While the flight crew prepared the airplane for landing, another message arrived from Atlanta telling us about some terrorist activity in the New York area. A few minutes later word came in about
the hijackings.
We decided to lie to the passengers while we were still in the air. We told them the plane had a
simple instrument problem and that we needed to land at the nearest airport in Gander, Newfoundland, to have it checked out. We promised to give more information after landing in Gander. There
was much grumbling among the passengers, but that's nothing new.

Forty minutes later, we landed in Gander ... Local time at Gander was 12:30 PM ... that's 11:00 AM
EST. There were already about 20 other airplanes on the ground from all over the world that had
taken this detour on their way to the U.S. After we parked on the ramp, the captain made the following announcement:
"Ladies and gentlemen, you must be wondering if all these airplanes around us have the same instrument problem as we have. The reality is that we are here for another reason." Then he went on
to explain the little bit we knew about the situation in the U.S. There were loud gasps and stares of
disbelief. The captain informed passengers that Ground Control in Gander told us to stay put.
The Canadian Government was in charge of our situation and no one was allowed to get off the aircraft. No one on the ground was allowed to come near any of the aircrafts. Only airport police
13

would come around periodically, look us over and go on to the next airplane. In the next hour or so
more planes landed and Gander ended up with 53 airplanes from all over the world, 27 of which
were U.S. Commercial jets.
Meanwhile, bits of news started to come in over the aircraft radio and for the first time we learned
that airplanes were flown into the World Trade Center in New York and into the Pentagon in DC.
People were trying to use their cell phones, but were unable to connect due to a different cell system in Canada. Some did get through, but were only able to get to the Canadian operator who
would tell them that the lines to the U.S. were either blocked or jammed.
Sometime in the evening the news filtered to us that the twin towers buildings had collapsed and
that a fourth hijacking had resulted in a crash. By now the passengers were emotionally and physically exhausted, not to mention frightened, but everyone stayed amazingly calm. We had only to
look out the window at the 52 other stranded aircraft to realize that we were not the only ones in
this predicament.
We had been told earlier that they would be allowing people off the planes one plane at a time. At 6
PM, Gander airport told us that our turn to deplane would be 11am the next morning. Passengers
were not happy, but they simply resigned themselves to this news without much noise and started
to prepare themselves to spend the night on the airplane.
Gander had promised us medical attention, if needed, water, and lavatory servicing. And they were
true to their word. Fortunately we had no medical situations to worry about. We did have a young
lady who was 33 weeks into her pregnancy. We took REALLY good care of her. The night passed
without incident despite the uncomfortable sleeping arrangements.
About 10:30 on the morning of the 12th a convoy of school buses showed up. We got off the plane
and were taken to the terminal where we went through Immigration and Customs and then had to
register with the Red Cross.

After that we (the crew) were separated from the passengers and were taken in vans to a small hotel. We had no idea where our passengers were going.
We learned from the Red Cross that the town of Gander has a population of 10,400 people and they
had about 10,500 passengers to take care of from all the airplanes that were forced into Gander! We
were told to just relax at the hotel and we would be contacted when the U.S. airports opened again,
but not to expect that call for a while.
We found out the total scope of the terror back home only after getting to our hotel and turning on
the TV, 24 hours after it all started. Meanwhile, we had lots of time on our hands and found that the
people of Gander were extremely friendly. They started calling us the "plane people".
We enjoyed their hospitality, explored the town of Gander and ended up having a pretty good time.
Two days later, we got that call and were taken back to the Gander airport. Back on the plane, we
were reunited with the passengers and found out what they had been doing for the past two days.
What we found out was incredible.
Gander and all the surrounding communities (within about a 75 Kilometer radius) had closed all
high schools, meeting halls, lodges, and any other large gathering places. They converted all these
facilities to mass lodging areas for all the stranded travelers. Some had cots set up, some had mats
with sleeping bags and pillows set up.
ALL the high school students were required to volunteer their time to take care of the "guests". Our
218 passengers ended up in a town called Lewisporte, about 45 kilometers from Gander where they
were put up in a high school. If any women wanted to be in a women-only facility, that was ar14

ranged. Families were kept together. All the elderly passengers were taken to private homes.
Remember that young pregnant lady? She was put up in a private home right across the street from
a 24-hour Urgent Care facility. There was a dentist on call and both male and female nurses remained with the crowd for the duration.
Phone calls and e-mails to the U.S. and around the world were available to everyone once a day.
During the day, passengers were offered "Excursion" trips. Some people went on boat cruises of
the lakes and harbors. Some went for hikes in the local forests. Local bakeries stayed open to make
fresh bread.
As for the guests, food was prepared by all the residents and brought to the schools. People were
driven to restaurants of their choice and offered wonderful meals.
Everyone was given tokens for local Laundromats to wash their clothes, since luggage was still on
the aircraft. In other words, every single need was met for those stranded travelers.

Passengers were crying while telling us these stories. Finally, when they were told that U.S. airports
had reopened, they were delivered to the airport right on time and without a single passenger missing or late. The local Red Cross had all the information about the whereabouts of each and every
passenger and knew which plane they needed to be on and when all the planes were leaving. They
coordinated everything beautifully. It was absolutely incredible.
When passengers came on board, it was like they had been on a cruise. Everyone knew each other
by name. They were swapping stories of their stay, impressing each other with who had the better
time. Our flight back to Atlanta looked like a chartered party flight. The crew just stayed out of their
way. It was. mind-boggling. Passengers had totally bonded and were calling each other by their first
names, exchanging phone numbers, addresses, and email addresses.
And then a very unusual thing happened. One of our passengers approached me and asked if he
could make an announcement over the PA system. We never, ever, allow that. But this time was different. I said "of course" and handed him the mike. He picked up the PA and reminded everyone
about what they had just gone through in the last few days. He reminded them of the hospitality
they had received at the hands of total strangers. He continued by saying that he would like to do
something in return for the good folks of Lewisporte.
"He said he was going to set up a Trust Fund under the name of DELTA 15 (our flight number). The
purpose of the trust fund is to provide college scholarships for the high school students of
Lewisporte. He asked for donations of any amount from his fellow travelers. When the paper with
donations got back to us with the amounts, names, phone numbers, and addresses, the total was
for more than $14,000!
"The gentleman, a MD from Virginia, promised to match the donations and to start the administrative work on the scholarship. He also said that he would forward this proposal to Delta Corporate
and ask them to donate as well.
As I write this account, the trust fund is at more than $1.5 million and has assisted 134 students in
college education. "I just wanted to share this story because we need good stories right now. It
gives me a little bit of hope to know that some people in a faraway place were kind to some
strangers who literally dropped in on them.
It reminds me how much good there is in the world. "In spite of all the rotten things we see going
on in today's world this story confirms that there are still a lot of good people in the world and when
things get bad, they will come forward."
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2018 Reunion - Resorts Casino Tunica

click

September 9—15, 2018
1100 Casino Strip Resort Blvd
Robinsonville, MS 38664
HOFER1.COM—reunion website
From Memphis, TN: Take Highway 61 South to Tunica County. Make a right onto Casino Strip Boulevard.
From Jackson, MS: Take I-55 North to Hernando Hwy. 304 (Exit 280) West. Continue until it turns into Casino Strip Boulevard.
Hotel Reservation
Reservations will be made by individual attendees directly with Resorts at 1-866-706-7070 using group code provided by the
hotel Group Hotel Code: HOF. Room rates are subject to all applicable state and local taxes. Room Rate of $75.00 for Standard Rooms and $125.00 for Suites for Three (3) Days before the Event and Three (3) Days after the Event. First night room
and tax must be paid at the time the reservation is made. If not paid, the room will not be reserved. Cancellation policy is 48
hours prior to 1PM on day of arrival. If not cancelled by required cancellation time, then first night room and tax will not be
refunded. These rates are net of taxes and non-commissionable. A $50.00 deposit is required on all rooms including complimentary rooms with a credit card. CUTOFF DATE: Hotel Reservations by attendees must be received on or before Sunday,
August 26. COME, JOIN US. As always, your old and new friends will ensure a great time. Average temperature September
9 thru 16 — 86F High / 67F Low

Attendees
Terri Barnes

Jerry Mangas

Phyllis Nottingham

Michael Shanahan

Mike Boggs

Jerry Middendorf

Harvey Pelton

Noel Sinchak

Christina Boggs

Hilde Middendorf

Linda Pelton

Tim Spaeth

Tallie Furrow

Thomas Mikloiche

Phyllis Phipps

Claude J. Spicer

Dan Holden

Inga Mikloiche

Dorthea Powell

Billy Thomas

Darlene Holden

Walter Murch

Henry S. Quarterman

Phyllis Thomas

Matthew Kaiser

Shirley Murch

Rose Queen

Francis Thompson

Ken Kielbania

Steve Murphrey

Mary Richardson

Roy Tiller

Gay Kielbania

Donna Murphrey

Jim Riggin

Claudia Tiller

Greg Krcma

Miles W. Nelson

Traudl Riggin

Joey Trujillo

Sandy Krcma

Janice Nelson

Kip Schloegel

Bill Ward

Dick Kreuzer

Thomas Nickerson

Tanja Schloegel

Edie Ward

Heidi Kreuzer

Monika Nickerson

John Scholl

John K. Wible

John Lamb

Claude C. Niebuhr

Janette Scholl

Bill Little

Susanne Niebuhr

Ramon Schuety

Nita Luckenbill

C. Wade Nottingham

Frieda Schuety
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CALL FOR DOOR PRIZES FOR 2018 TUNICA MISSISSIPPI REUNION
Hey Hofers and crafters, before we know it, once again, we’ll be together for the 2018 Hof Reunion Association
(HRA) Reunion in TUNICA MISSISSIP-PI. So, you still have
time to do what you do and donate to the 2018 Door Prize
Program (DPP).
In the past several years, our Auction (Live and Silent) and
Door Prize Pro- gram has
been very popular. To organize this undertaking,
HRA President BILL WARD
has asked me (Jerry Middendorf) to be the POINT
OF CONTACT for the Door
Prize Committee.
It may not be time to start packing for the reunion yet, but it is a good
time to think about door prizes. There are a lot of members with exceptional talent that have donated some fantastic self-made pieces of
handiwork in the past and it’s time to awaken these crafty skills
again. These items are always a highlight, with many members heading home with something they will value for years to come. Door
prizes donated will again add that little extra touch to make the 2018
TUNICA MIS- SISSIPPI REUNION one of the most memorable to date.
The live and silent auction at the ALBUQUERQUE REUNION took in $920.00, which helped in
reducing operating cost of the 2017 reunion. Our thanks go out to all the donated items (110 donations) and reunion attendees that participated in the door prize/live and silent auction pro- gram.
For sure I can’t forget MIK (TOM MIKLOICHE) who volunteered to be our auctioneer at
ALBUQUERQUE. Great job MIK!!!!!
Just to get you in a little flavor of the live auction you may want to do a search of
YOUTUBE - Leroy Van Dyke - Th e Auctioneer - 1962 Recording at this web site https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaVTxiPBJgM. Video takes
you back in history of Leroy Van Dykes 1962 hit recording of AUCTIONEER!!!!! Some of us were in Hof at that time.
We’re looking for donations such as craft items, art work, books,
gizmos etc., that can be presented as door prizes or for a live or silent auction. At previous
reunions, items donated included crochet doilies, wood carvings, hand crafted quilts, embroidered table runners, dirndls, oil paintings, puzzles, handmade jewelry, German bier
mugs, German/Austrian music CDs, USAFSS hat pins, collector plates and many other
items. We are not looking for any one kind of item, we can use almost any type of article
and it will be greatly appreciated. So, start up your creative thinking or start a creative search for door prizes - it’s a good time to
THINK DOOR PRIZES rather than later.
Let your imagination be the only limitation as to what you bring to 2018 HRA Reunion.
To donate, merely bring the item(s) with you to TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI, however, please
give Jerry Middendorf a heads-up, via email, a telephone call, or snail mail, ahead of
time letting me know what you have planned to bring as a donation.
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One small request for documenting your donation(s). If you have the capability (1)
take a picture of your donation (2) download into your computer and (3) email to
Jerry Middendorf. If you do not have the capability of downloading a picture of your
donation(s) forget this request.
The DOOR PRIZE COMMITTEE encourages wide spread participation in the door prize
initiative. But if your unable to be with us in TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI and would like to
donate an item, please do not snail mail the donated item to the HRA Adjutant or
Door Prize Committee.
In a situation when you are unable to attend the reunion and want to donate an
item, first attempt to contact someone that will be driving to TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI to
transport your donated item and (2) decide for transporting the item to TUNICA,
MISSISSIPPI. If that is unsuccessful, contact Jerry Middendorf to aid in getting the donated item to the RE- SORTS
CASINO TUNICA, ROBINSONVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 38664.
The proposed program will be a three-level event. Between three and six of the items as selected by the selection
DOOR PRIZE PROGRAM COMMITTEE, will be set aside for the “live” auction, to be held at the buffet luncheon. The
remaining items will be available for the “silent” auction; on display in the hospitality room where members will
bid on them with a bid sheet, the member with the highest bid at the end of the day
gets to take these cherished items home. Those items that do not receive a silent bid
will be used as door prizes.
We are also looking for one or two more committee members, so if you think you’d like
to help, we welcome you with open arms. Get involved (member, spouse or designated
other, etc.).
If you are interested in joining the HRA DOOR PRIZE PROGRAM COMMITTEE, then
please give me a heads-up, using the contact information below:
Jerry Middendorf 405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21015
Phone – (410) 776-3637
j.middendorf@comcast .net
Thanking you in advance for past and future DOOR PRIZE DONATIONS. Jerry
2018 Reunion Schedule of Events (full schedule)
Date

Day

Start Time

Function

9/9/18

Sunday

13:00 and 17:00

Registration—Board Meeting

9/10/18

Monday

16:00

Membership Meeting

9/11/18

Tuesday

09:00—15:30

Tour 1 — City of Memphis Tour

9/12/18

Wednesday

12:00 and 18:00

Social Buffet— Group Dinner (invite friends)

9/13/18

Thursday

13:00— 17:30

Tour 2— Mississippi Riverboat Tour

9/14/18

Friday

15:00 and 18:00

Frauen Kaffee and Banquet (invite Friends)

9/15/18

Saturday

07:00—

Aufwiedersehen Breakfast
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TOUR 1

TOUR 2

City of Memphis

Mississippi Riverboat Cruise

September 11
09:00 - 15:45

September 13
13:00 - 17:30 PM

Memphis River Boats Sightseeing Cruise:

City of Memphis
•
•
•

Downtown Memphis

•
•
•

Cotton Row (Where Cotton is STILL King)

•
•

Lorraine Motel (The site of Dr. King’s Assassination)

•
•

Graceland

•
•
•

Sun Studio

The “Mighty” Mississippi

•

Learn about the history of the area on this sightseeing
adventure of Memphis with a cruise along the Mississippi River.

•

Along the cruise, you will experience many of the sights
seen by early Native Americans, explorers, and riverboat
men.

•

See the bluffs of Memphis from a spectacular vantage
point and learn about their significance throughout history.

•

Hear the heroic story of Tom Lee and the history behind
some of the oldest bridges in the lower Mississippi.

•

You'll also learn about many Civil War river battles as
well as the heritage of the river, and see the Memphis
Pyramid, Mud Island River Park, and so much more!

Beale Street (Stop to see World Famous “Home of the
Blues”)

Victorian Village (Homes constructed in the early 1800s)

I-40 Welcome Center (stop to see two Kings, B.B. King
and Elvis Presley)
St. Jude Children’s Hospital (Stop at the pavilion where
Danny Thomas is entombed)
Peabody Hotel (Stop to see the March of the World Famous Ducks)
Memphis Pyramid / Bass Pro Shop

After the tour, 2 hours to explore Beale Street and enjoy
a nice lunch (self-pay) at one of the great restaurants

Gildan Unisex polo shirts, w/collar
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Casinos, Hotels, Golf, Blues and Things To Do in Tunica, MS | Tunica Travel

Historic Downtown Tunica
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Click

Transportation to the Reunion
Ground Transportation—To Tunica from Memphis (underlined items are web links)
Need a rental car, taxi or limo, or other transportation service? Learn about your transportation options for Memphis International Airport (MEM).

Rental Car
Memphis International Airport (MEM) is served by nine national rental car companies. Rental Car Services are located in the Ground
Transportation Center. To get to the Ground Transportation Center, upon leaving your airline gate please proceed to the B Terminal and
proceed to the lower level (one level below baggage claim). Follow "Rental Cars" signage to the Ground Transportation Center. Once you
enter the Ground Transportation Center, signs will point you to your rental car counter.
You can use the Online Reservations link to compare prices. It works the same as an airline. I found Dollar cheaper than the big three,
Avis, Enterprise and Hertz.

Alamo
Enterprise
Avis
Hertz

888-826-6893
901-396-3736
901-345-2847
901-345-5680

Online Reservations
Online Reservations
Online Reservations
Online Reservations

Budget
National
Dollar
Payless

901-332-2222
877-222-9058
866-434-2226
901-346-4781

Online Reservations
Online Reservations
Online Reservations
Online Reservations

While I can not answer your question regarding tour companies or shuttles I feel your best overall bet is to rent a vehicle. Even if you are
able to shuttle to the Tunica area from Memphis, the casinos are spread out over several miles and a form of transportation is a must if
you want to casino hop. Also, Tunica is only about a 30 minute drive from the Memphis area and having a vehicle would let you do some
sightseeing in the Memphis/Tunica area or some shopping at the Tunica outlets if you desire or need a break from the casinos. Or, take
an Uber and rent a car in Tunica.

Ride Sharing - Uber

Uber Promo Code, it is good till 12/31/2018—HITTHEROAD .
Get up to $15 off your first ride.

Uber is currently operating at Memphis International Airport. The pickup areas are located outside each of the A,
B and C ticketing lobby exits on the outer commercial drive. Follow “Transportation Network Company” signage to
the designated area for pickups. The above links will take you to there website.

How do I create an Uber account?
I went through the process of getting an Uber account. You may find it the way to go. The current charge for an
Uber trip from Memphis International Airport to Tunica MI is $34. There is also an Uber at Tunica, could use for
return trip. If it is your first trip with Uber, you will get the $15 discount, total cost from Memphis to Tunic, $19.
The Uber cars are ordered in different passenger sizes. You pay for the car not the number of passengers.

Airline services to Memphis—this web link will provide you with the airlines that operate out of Memphis.
Allegiant — allegiant.com — 702-505-8888

One Jet — onejet.com — 844-663-5381

American Airlines — aa.com — 800-446-7834

Southwest — southwest.com — 801-401-9000

Delta — delta.com — 800-221-1212

United — united.com — 800-864-8331

Frontier —f lyfrontier.com — 801-401-9000

Vacation express — vacationexpress.com — 800-309-4717
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Placing your cursor on the map, hold down Ctrl and use the roll button on your mouse to enlarge. Forget the airport, I called and it is private use only.
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Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present

there are 139 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow
us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above link
and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in
Hof Germany and are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

Our Security Police
Cocoa Beach, 2013

If you have questions on any subject, please bring it to our attention. We, the HRA Board need your help and
will bring to light what is requested and share with our members if you so desire.

Hof Reunion Association Web Site

Hof Reunion Association Forms

Hof Reunion Official History

Membership Form

Hof Air Station History

Reunion Schedule of Events

Constitution & Bylaws
Monthly Newsletter

23

