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Greg Krcma

The Hof Reunion Association
Monthly Newsletter is published the
first of each month. The Newsletter
is to inform and update. We would
like you to share your stories, news,
social events, recreational activities,
awards, milestones, memories, and
creative writings. You can reach me
at hra@hofer1.com or melvinhamill@msn.com or (302) 698-1835.
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CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Address
City
State Zip Code
Telephone
6829 Prairie Path Lane Merrillville IN
NEW MEMBERS

First

Address

City

46410

State Zip Code

(478) 290-6374
Telephone

Last

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
First
Address
City
State Zip Code
Telephone
Spring Hills Hunter
Creek Nursing Home,
3800 Town Center
Ursula Maidonski Boulevard, Room 224 Orlando
FL 32837- (407) 854-1059
TUNICA - REGISTRATION -CANCELLATION
First
Registrar
Cancelled
Remarks

Murch

Walter

Murch
Lamb
Middendorf

Shirley
John
Jerry

Middendorf
Pace
Pace
Luckenbill

Hilde
John D.
Aggie
Nita

Last

Wilson

Webb

John

Robinson

Jerry

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Dues
Remarks
FY18
$20.00
FY19
$20.00

Noe

William

$40.00

Hardman

Carmen

Hunt

Joe

$80.00

FY24

Tribble

Walter

$40.00

FY21

Quarterman

Henry

$20.00

FY20

Trujillo

Joseph

$40.00

FY19

Kielbania

Kenneth

$20.00

FY19

Shifflett

Walter

$20.00

FY20

Hester

John

$40.00

FY19

Last

First

Last

First

FY19
WE18

Hansberger

William

Amount
$15.00

Noe

William

$10.00

Hunt

Joe

Tribble
Trujillo

Walter
Joseph

$20.00
$20.00
$25.00

DONATIONS
Remarks

LOST MEMBERS
Final Flyby
William R. "Sam" Barr

Ladies Serving in Heaven
Elisabeth Hohmann Derby
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Bob Alekson - April 7, 1941
Jim Alexander - April 6, 1946
Cindy Anderson - April 30, 1955
Charles Barber - April 24, 1943
Leonard Bundra - April 9, 1943
Larry H. Christenson - April 30, 1942
Joyce Coey - April 8, 1953
Ronald Coey - April 21, 1947
Marcia Collins - April 29, 1943
Karen Cooper - April 25, 1953
Robert Dellacca - April 6, 1937
Kendall Fielder - April 10, 1942
Marianne Fisher - April 27, 1938
Barbara Flannery - April 13, 1947
Gayle Futrell - April 6, 1939

Karin Hall - April 12, 1947
Dick Herbert - April 19, 1940
Hanna Hoerath - April 24, 1941
Joe & Renate Hunt - April 6, 1963
Erika Librizzo - April 27, 1950
William Little - April 20, 1936
Robert Livesey - April 26, 1938
Thomas McKinney - April 20, 1941
Susie Pauley (Holley) - April 8, 1947
Rachel Roberson - April 23, 1968
David Sallinger - April 19, 1941
David Smith - April 29, 1945
Marilyn Suriano - April 19, 1942
Margot Tribble - April 28, 1948
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Walter & Virginia
Shifflett - April 7, 1953
Brent & Cindy Anderson - April 9, 2005
Vince & Tandy Carnes - April 19, 1969
George & Sue Coons - April 30, 1998
Edward & Nancy Desch - April 4, 1970
Richard & Maria Fry - April 22, 1989
Francis & Jo Ann Fukumoto - April 29, 1985
Richard & Vickie Johnson - April 22, 1972
Jesse & Esther Jones - April 5, 1997
Robert & Ellen Rankin - April 28, 1956
Jerry & Gudrun Robinson - April 5, 1974
Walter & Margot Tribble - April 10, 1971
John & Marianne Webb - April 2, 1971
Frank & Shirley Wright - April 25, 1955

Norman & Ursula
Hines - April 10, 1958

Carl & Linda Smith
April 21, 1963
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Flyby List
Charles Henry Bedell III, 1944—2017
Major William R. "Sam" Barr, 1930—2018

Spouses Serving in Heaven
Elisabeth Hohmann Derby, January 25, 1949—March 6, 2018
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Elisabeth Hohmann Derby
1/25/49—3/6/18
Loved—Missed
5 sisters and brother, Holeman family from Hof, Germany.
Top right, Barbara, Sonja, Angelika , Thomas, Hannelore,
Elisabeth, Mother Sandra. Middle left, Elisabeth and Husband Jim Derby. Center Elisabeth. Below left, Hofer Girls—
Sissy, Barbara, Carina Weatherwalks, Hannelore and Elisabeth, 2003 HRA reunion Las Vegas. Bottom right Elisabeth

and Hannelore.
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Charles Henry Bedell III
1944—2017
Charles Henry Bedell III, 73, of Aurora Colorado passed away on
Saturday December 30th, 2017.
He was born on August 16, 1944 in Amsterdam, New York, the son
of Charles Henry Bedell Jr. and Helen Bedell (Kozeniewski). He was
in the Boy Scouts at an early age and also very active in his family
church St Casimir’s, serving as an altar boy. He graduated from
Wilbur Lynch High School in 1962 and soon after joined the United
States Air Force.
He earned a Bronze Star for his meritorious service in Vietnam and
retired as a Senior Master Sergeant following 22 years of military
service. Following his military career, he worked for the Department of Defense until his retirement in 2002.
He is survived by mother Helen Bedell (Kozeniewski) of Amsterdam New York; his wife of 49 years Gerda Bedell (Zepnick); daughters Michelle (James Watson III) and Melanie (Kyle Baker); grandchildren Zane Parsons, Violet Watson and Kody Baker; sister Sandra Smarup and husband Dwight; brother Gary Bedell; nieces, nephews, cousins across the US
and sisters and brothers-in-laws, nieces and nephews in Germany, and beloved friends.
He is preceded in death by father Charles Henry Bedell Jr.
He loved his family, especially his grandchildren. His wife and daughters have fond memories of
traveling and exploring Europe while living overseas. He enjoyed playing pool, watching game
shows on TV, gambling, listening to oldies and doo-wop and walking his beloved dog Mojo.
His family will miss his kindness, humor, jokes, and the nicknames and songs he made up for
members of his family. He truly was a wonderful man and he will be greatly missed and loved
by everyone who knew him.
Chuck was in Hof 1967-68.
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Major William R. "Sam" Barr
USAF, Retired
1930—2018
Known to many as “Sam”, William passed away on Wednesday,
February 28th as a result of a stroke he suffered in August 2012.
He was well taken care of since then at Regent Care, Blanco Road,
where he made a new community of friends.
Bill was born to Paul and Geraldine Barr on July 19, 1930 in Wolcott, NY. Upon graduation from high school, he enlisted in the
USAF, where he picked up the nickname Sam.
Sam served in enlisted and commissioned capacities until 1970.
During that time he did two tours in Germany, a tour in Scotland,
The Alaskan Territory and Vietnam. Military awards include the
Bronze Star Metal, The Army Commendation Ribbon, the Air
Force Commendation Medal with two oak clusters, and the WWII
Occupation Medal. He continued his service to the United States with positions in Civil Service
and the US Post Office.

He was predeceased by both parents, wife Betty, son Capt. Barry W. Barr, USAF and brother Paul.
Survivors include daughter Bonnie George (David) of San Antonio, TX, sons Bruce Barr (Janet) of
Cedar Creek, TX and Brian Barr (Marie) of St. Hedwig, TX, daughter-in-law Kathy Barr of Colorado
Springs, CO, sister Judith McCarthy (Tim) of Seneca Falls, NY, grandchildren Shannon Wood
(Steve), Shane Barr (Lori), Kellie George, Erika Dahan (Gadi), Chris George (Jessica), Brandi Barr,
Ryan George (Andrea), Will Barr, Morgan Barr and 10 great-grandchildren.
Major Barr was in Hof 1963.
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MAY THE BUNNY BLESS YOU

I AM NOT A CATHOLIC ANY MORE, BUT I GREW UP WITH A POLISH CATHOLIC BACKGROUND. ONE OF THE TRADITIONS WAS TAKING FOOD BASKETS TO THE CHURCH FOR THE PRIEST TO BLESS.
MOM WOULD GET PORK BUTT FROM THE BUTCHER ( A REAL BUTCHER ) AND STUFF ANIMAL CASINGS TO MAKE
POLISH SAUSAGE, ADD 20 POUNDS OF GARLIC EVERY COCKROACH IN THE HOUSE WOULD RUN FOR COVER AND
WE WERE READY FOR THE PRIEST. THROW IN SOME DYED EASTER EGGS AND THE LITTLE LAMB THAT MOM
WOULD MAKE FROM A STICK OF BUTTER. SHE WOULD USE CLOVES FOR EYES AND SOME COOKIE PRESS FOR
HAIR. IT LOOKED PRETTY GOOD.
ON THE PICTURE, TO THE FAR LEFT , WAS THE TOMB OF CHRIST
AS A BOY SCOUT IN UNIFORM WE WOULD STAND GUARD BY THE TOMB. TWO OF US AT A TIME FOR ABOUT 3
HOURS A SHIFT. I DON'T THINK THAT PREVENTED ANY ROMANS FROM STEALING CHRIST, BUT HE DID DISAPPEAR
UNDER MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES
SAINT CASIMIR CHURCH IS LOCATED IN EAST BALTIMORE, WHERE I GREW UP. A BLUE COLLAR FACTORY AREA
DOWN THE STREET FROM ME WAS A FACTORY THAT CANNED TOMATOES. FURTHER DOWN THE STREET WAS
THE FACTORY THAT MADE THE CANS._AMERICAN CAN CO.
NOW THE PLACE IS SLOWLY BECOMING YUPPIEIEZ, ACTUALLY NOT ALL THAT SLOWLY.
THAT IS ALL FOR NOW SITTING IN A WHEEL CHAIR IS A BIT TOUGH SO THAT THAT IS MY QUIT TIME FOR NOW
BEST REGARDS TO ALL
JOE DERNOGA THE CRYPTO DUDE, AAFSS, DIA, NSA
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Easter In Germany
The celebration of Easter in Germany is probably one of the most important events of the year.
Many of the customs associated with its celebration are originally from this country, such as the used
of decorated eggs and the Easter bunny.

But a few weeks before celebrating Easter in Germany, there is another spring event that is hold in
some parts of the country, such as in the Neckar Valley. It is called "Sommertagszug",which translates as "summer day parade".

Sommertagszug ( the summer day parade)
This special event, the Sommertagszug, is celebrated three weeks before Easter, on the Laetare Sunday (Sonntag Laetare),
also called Mid-Lent (Mittfasten, (mi-carême for the French), in the south-west provinces of Germany. It is a Frühlingfest
(Spring Fête) to welcome summer and tell winter that its time has come and it must go away.

A Zug (train-parade) with lots of kids costumed as little ducklings
wearing yellow rain jackets and ducks' heads as hats parading in
town, holding big Pretzels placed at the tip of sticks, which are
decorated with multi-colour ribbons and have an egg in the middle.

There is also, pulled along by some happy men wearing costumes, a snowman representing old winter standing on a dried
tree made of straw. And further along, on another platform, a
green tree decorated with colored eggs, wreaths, and a rooster
and a crane representing spring and summer. During the parade,
the kids are singing a song telling winter to go, that summer is
here.

At the end of the parade, the winter tree and the snowman are burned in a big bonfire and everyone is happy to sing that winter is dead and "Der Sommertag ist da" (summer here).

Easter in Germany - Easter Market (Ostermarkt)
A few weeks before Easter Sunday in Germany, you can also see in many towns an Easter Market, called Ostermarkt in German, where they sell decorated Easter eggs, chocolate
eggs and bunnies, spring ornaments and more Easter crafts. Germans
love to decorate their house and garden with Easter decoration. But
be careful about chocolate Easter eggs in Germany: many contain alcohol and are not
suitable for young kids.

Many of these Easter decorations come directly from the pagan Frühlingfest's (spring
fest) symbols of fertility such as the egg (Ei) and the rabbits (Hasen) that became the
Ostereier (Easter eggs) and the Osterhasen (Easter bunnies). It is the Germans who
brought these customs with them when they immigrated to North America.
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On the other hand, Easter in Germany does still have a few customs of its own such as the "Osterbaum" (the Easter Tree)
and the "Osterbrunnen" (Easter Fountain).

The Osterbaum
These Easter trees are either made of branches cut from pussy willows or other
flowering bushes or are small living trees and bushes that are already planted
around the house.

In the case of the cut branches, they are usually brought in the house and put in
a vase to be decorated with hand painted wooden eggs, hollowed out real eggs
and little garlands. In the same way, the living trees and bushes outside the
house are also decorated with plastic, wooden or real painted eggs and wreaths.
It makes for a splash of colour in otherwise often gray spring days, giving the
towns and cities a more festive atmosphere.

Of course little Easter chocolate eggs are also left by the big Easter Bunny
(Osterhase) around bushes and trees for kids to find on Easter Sunday. Another
tradition introduced in North America by Germans settlers.

The Osterbrunnen
The customs of the Easter fountain (or well) is
found only in the German region called Franconia (Franken in German) which comprises: the
northern part of Bavaria, North-west BadenWürttemberg and Südthüringen. It is an old tradition designed to celebrate the importance of
water as a life giver and it is believe that the
water that has been blessed on Easter Sunday
has special powers.
Throughout the year, women collect hollowed
eggs, hand paint them and string them together
to make colourful garlands that will be used to
decorate the villages' central fountains. They
also make arches and crowns of evergreen
branches decorated with a few eggs and some
times with little rabbits as well as roosters or
hens. The crowns and arches are usually placed
on the tip of the fountain. All these decorations
come up a week or so before Easter Sunday and
stay on the fountain for about a week after,
making the town center a very colourful and
festive sight, especially on Saturday's Market with all the vendors stalls around it.

Frohe Ostern! Happy Easter in Germany!
13

Kaufhof branch in the Hofer old town is facing the end
The department store in the city center will probably close at the end of January 2019 - as long as it stays with the hotel
plans. In the opinion of the store manager this would be a "whirlwind" for the Hofer backbone.

A heart of the old town of Hof: The Kaufhof branch is expected to completely shut down its operations on January 31, 2019.

Hof - bang for the inner city of Hof : Galeria Kaufhof will probably close its branch in the old town. "If the hotel comes as
planned, Galeria Kaufhof will have to give up the operation of the branch by the expiry of the lease on January 31, 2019,"
says Bernd Reuter, Managing Director of the Kaufhof in Hof, the Frankenpost on request.
As Reuter explains, the Kaufhof Group has examined in detail whether it can continue the branch in the old town despite the
planned hotel construction. "Unfortunately, the tests have shown that the future conditions make the continuation of a department store concept no longer viable."
The store manager regrets the development. Because "Hof and Galeria Kaufhof simply belong together". The Kaufhof is an
important magnet for the inner city of Hof. "Without the department store, the 'Hofer backbone' suffers a vertebral fracture."
Hotel plans were made public by future operator Dormero in October 2017. At this time, however, a receipt of the Kaufhof
was still provided in the building; however, the sales area should decrease considerably.
In recent weeks, the chain of stores obviously analyzed exactly whether a continued operation at the previous location appears economical. The information about the imminent closure also reached the 48 employees of the Hofer branch. For

some days now, they have been wearing T-shirts with the inscription "Without a department store - it's not possible (s)".
The plans for the hotel remain unchanged, Dormero CEO Manuela Halm confirmed on Monday evening. On the ground floor,
a retail space is still planned. Who will use this area is still open. There had been negotiations with the Kaufhof.
In a first reaction, Hofer Mayor Dr. Harald Fichtner, the city had "repeatedly made strong for the preservation of the
branch". The closure of the branch at the old-established location, he sees with much sadness. "A long trading tradition
would come to an end." Fichtner hopes that the affected employees "find employment again soon".
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This restaurants’ name is the Rotes (Red) Rose, located across the street from Hotel Stress, Hof
Germany. Although it is the Rotes Rose as we knew it 50s, 60s and 70s, and still is, it is also referred to as Schnitzelparadies, Oh yell! There are three Schnitzelparadies— Zwickaw, Plauen and
Hof. I ate at the Rotes Rose one time while stationed in Hof, so many other places to eat. Who
made a better Schnitzel then Carl at the Schönblick? With over 40 variations of schnitzels, it isn’t
like you can not find one you will like. I did not know there was so many. Wiener Schnitzel, Pepper Schnitzel, Schnitzel Hawaii, Schnitzel ou four, Schnitzel a la spring, Green schnitzel, Schnitzel
Parma, Schnitzel Hollendnder Art, Councilman Schnitzel, Schnitzel By the way of the house,

Schupfnudelschnitzel, Schnitzel Mexico, Schnitzel Jger Art, Friesian schnitzel, Zigeuner schnitzel,
Champignonrahm schnitzel, Schnitzel three things, Greek schnitzel, Schnitzel Roma, Caribbean
Schnitzel, Schwäbisch cream schnitzel, Mailing schnitzel, Curry Schnitzel, Farmer Schnitzel, Schnitzel (breaded) of pork. That’s about half. Here is a link to the Schnitzelparadies web site. Go
down to the Schnetzelparadies Hof section and click on MENU. There is also a Facebook page,
Schnitzelparadies Hof.
Guten Appetit !
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VA Announces Rollout and Application Process for New Veterans ID Card
WASHINGTON – Thousands of veterans who started applying for new identification cards through the Department
of Veterans Affairs in November won’t see them until April, according to the agency.
VA spokesman Curt Cashour said in January the cards were supposed to be mailed in early March. But on Friday,
he said the agency is working with a vendor to approve samples of the new cards before printing them, and distribution has been pushed back to April.
“We expect to complete this process soon so approved cards can be printed and mailed as soon as possible,”
Cashour wrote in an emailed statement.
It’s another in a series of delays in distributing the new, free cards. The IDs are intended to help veterans prove
their military history without having to carry their DD-214 certificates, which contain sensitive information. The
new IDs do not replace VA medical cards or defense retiree cards, nor do they qualify as official governmentissued identification.
High demand for the cards crashed a VA webpage in December, when some veterans were met with error messages or a webpage that failed to load. The VA temporarily stopped the online application process and asked veterans seeking new ID cards to leave their email addresses, stating they’d be notified when they could apply.
The VA began taking online applications again at the end of January.
As of Jan. 29, the VA was processing 14,609 applications for the cards. By March 13, that grew to 64,759 veterans
seeking the new IDs, Cashour said.
Any veteran who served in the armed forces, including the reserves, and has an honorable or general discharge
can request them. Veterans can apply at the vets.gov website and will be asked to create an online account.
VA resumes online applications for new ID cards

High demands for new veteran

VA now taking applications for VA ID Cards

Veterans who don’t want to wait for a printed ID can immediately download an image of their card directly from
the VA website to either print or use on their mobile phones.
In 2015, Congress ordered the VA to create the cards to make it easier for veterans to receive certain benefits such
as discounts at stores and restaurants.
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DOD to Commemorate 1st Anniversary of National Vietnam War Veterans Day
Deputy Secretary of Defense and Veterans Affairs Secretary to Lay Wreath at ‘The Wall’ in Honor of Vietnam Veterans. Submitted by Jerry Middendorf
WASHINGTON – The Department of Defense today announced it will conduct a wreath laying ceremony with the
Department of Veterans Affairs at The Vietnam War Memorial March 29, 2018. President Trump recently signed
into law The Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017, establishing The National Vietnam War Veterans Day
that will, henceforth, be celebrated each year on March 29. This is the first anniversary of that special day. DOD
will also support hundreds of events in many states across the nation to recognize, honor and thank U.S. Vietnam
veterans and their families for their service and sacrifices.
Deputy Secretary of Defense, Patrick M. Shanahan, will host the ceremony at the “The Wall” to continue the department’s contribution to the commemoration. He will be joined by Veteran’s Affairs Secretary, Dr. David
Shulkin.
“We are proud to partner with the Department of Veterans Affairs in this endeavor,” said Shanahan. “Today is an
opportunity to honor all Vietnam veterans who served, and to recognize the families that stood alongside them.”
The DOD, along with more than 11,000 organizations across the country, is joined by the Department of Veterans
Affairs, one of its key Commemorative Partners, to help Americans honor our nation’s Vietnam veterans.
Authorized by Congress, established under the Secretary of Defense, and launched by the President in May 2012,
the Vietnam War Commemoration recognizes all men and women who served on active duty in the U.S. Armed
Forces from November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975. Nine million Americans, approximately 7 million living today,
served during that period, and the commemoration makes no distinction between veterans who served in-county,
in-theater, or were stationed elsewhere during those 20 years. All answered the call of duty.
President Trump, in his presidential proclamation, stated: “During this Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of
the Vietnam War, we embrace our responsibility to help our Vietnam veterans and their families heal from the
heavy toll of war. We remember the more than 58,000 whose names are memorialized on a black granite wall in
our Nation’s capital for having borne the heaviest cost of war.”
By presidential proclamation issued on May 25, 2012, the commemoration extends from its inaugural event on
Memorial Day 2012 through Veterans Day 2025.
Commemorative partners – local, state and national organizations, businesses, corporations and governmental
agencies – have committed to publicly thank and honor Vietnam veterans and their families on behalf of the nation and have pledged to host a minimum of two events annually.
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This Facebook page has a little of everything German.

Our Story -shared by Margit Norwood to the group: Hof Reunion Association
My parents arrived in America from Germany shortly before I was born. As a result, I grew up in a German household in an American
suburb! While German ancestry made it fairly easy to assimilate into an American lifestyle on the outside, on the inside... things were
very different. Join me in sharing memories, food and stories.... there are so many of us out there that grew up the same way!

Phil Ruth was scanning through the Hof Reunion Association roster and ran across a person he worked with in the 6915th
Ops while stationed in Hof on his first tour. Phil had three tours in Hof, lucky guy. The person he noticed while looking at the roster was Marion Forgione. Marion lives with his wife
and daughter in Leupoldsgrun. Leupoldsgrum is a small Dorf, just up the street from the
Hof Air Station and Phil lived across the street form Marion. Phil emailed Mario to renew
old friendships. Below is the email Phil received.
On 3/14/2018 10:29 AM, patriciak_forgione@freenet.de wrote:
Hello Mr. Ruth,
Thank you for your below e-mail of 7 January 2018 and sorry for the delayed reply. My father, Mario Forgione, is extremely hard of hearing but unfortunately refuses to get hearing
aids. He also has problems with his vision and requires cataract surgery on both eyes which
he also doesn't want to get done. But my mother and I will do our best to convince him to
get the cataract surgery and also the hearing aids still in this year.

What do you think? Would you rather have German Beer delivered to the front door or by means shown in this short video?

Heineken.mp4
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Your Membership Matters
•hofreunion.com
•hofer1.com
•Monthly Newsletter—Feb,
Mar and link at bottom of
this Newsletter
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your pass membership.
Our continued success is only possible due to your support. The HRA accepts membership renewals throughout the year. This year membership
dues are $20. FY17 membership expires January 1. A 90-day grace period
ends 1 April. We do not encourage renewing if you are current through FY20.
If unsure, email Steven Murphrey or call (919)
779-4482. You have experienced what many
will never understand, serving during a time
of war, The Cold War. It is through membership we can provide services and continued
dialog fostering Camaraderie only a Hofer understands, giving one great pride in self and
support to country.

Hof Reunion Association
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2018 Reunion - Resorts Casino Tunica

click

September 9—15, 2018
1100 Casino Strip Resort Blvd
Robinsonville, MS 38664
HOFER1.COM—reunion website
From Memphis, TN: Take Highway 61 South to Tunica County. Make a right onto Casino Strip Boulevard.
From Jackson, MS: Take I-55 North to Hernando Hwy. 304 (Exit 280) West. Continue until it turns into Casino Strip Boulevard.
Registration click
The Reunion registration fee is $113.00 per person. Registration fee covers the cost of luncheon buffet, banquet meal
(drinks self-pay), program, entertainment and music, name tags, awards, printing of itinerary, tickets, and miscellaneous reunion and administrative expenses. Guests for Reunion, Buffet and Banquet are invited, encouraged, and welcome. CUTOFF
DATE: Reunion Registration July 5.
Hotel Reservation
Reservations will be made by individual attendees directly with Resorts at 1-866-706-7070 using group code provided by the
hotel Group Hotel Code: HOF. Room rates are subject to all applicable state and local taxes. Room Rate of $75.00 for Standard Rooms and $125.00 for Suites for Three (3) Days before the Event and Three (3) Days after the Event. First night room
and tax must be paid at the time the reservation is made. If not paid, the room will not be reserved. Cancellation policy is 48
hours prior to 1PM on day of arrival. If not cancelled by required cancellation time, then first night room and tax will not be
refunded. These rates are net of taxes and non-commissionable. A $50.00 deposit is required on all rooms including complimentary rooms with a credit card. CUTOFF DATE: Hotel Reservations by attendees must be received on or before Sunday,
August 26. COME, JOIN US. As always, your old and new friends will ensure a great time. Average temperature September
9 thru 16 — 86F High / 67F Low

Attendees
Melvin & Ilse Hamill

Mike Boggs

Jerry & Hilde Middendorf

Steve & Donna Murphrey

Jim & Susan Alexander

John & Aggie Pace

Barbara Davino

Rose Queen

Paul Fulmer

Bill & Edie Ward

Bill Little

Walter & Shirley Murch

Dan & Darlene Holden

John Lamb & Nita Luckenbill
4/1/18

Schedule of Events (full schedule)
Date

Day

Start Time

Function

9/9/18

Sunday

13:00 and 17:00

Registration—Board Meeting

9/10/18

Monday

16:00

Membership Meeting

9/11/18

Tuesday

09:00—15:30

Tour 1 — City of Memphis Tour

9/12/18

Wednesday

12:00 and 18:00

Social Buffet— Group Dinner (invite friends)

9/13/18

Thursday

13:00— 17:30

Tour 2— Mississippi Riverboat Tour

9/14/18

Friday

15:00 and 18:00

Frauen Kaffee and Banquet (invite Friends)

9/15/18

Saturday

07:00—

Aufwiedersehen Breakfast
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TOUR 1

TOUR 2

City of Memphis

Mississippi Riverboat Cruise

September 11
09:00 - 15:45

September 13
13:00 - 17:30 PM

Memphis River Boats Sightseeing Cruise:

City of Memphis
•
•
•

Downtown Memphis

•
•
•

Cotton Row (Where Cotton is STILL King)

•
•

Lorraine Motel (The site of Dr. King’s Assassination)

•
•

Graceland

•
•
•

Sun Studio

The “Mighty” Mississippi

•

Learn about the history of the area on this sightseeing
adventure of Memphis with a cruise along the Mississippi River.

•

Along the cruise, you will experience many of the sights
seen by early Native Americans, explorers, and riverboat
men.

•

See the bluffs of Memphis from a spectacular vantage
point and learn about their significance throughout history.

•

Hear the heroic story of Tom Lee and the history behind
some of the oldest bridges in the lower Mississippi.

•

You'll also learn about many Civil War river battles as
well as the heritage of the river, and see the Memphis
Pyramid, Mud Island River Park, and so much more!

Beale Street (Stop to see World Famous “Home of the
Blues”)

Victorian Village (Homes constructed in the early 1800s)

I-40 Welcome Center (stop to see two Kings, B.B. King
and Elvis Presley)
St. Jude Children’s Hospital (Stop at the pavilion where
Danny Thomas is entombed)
Peabody Hotel (Stop to see the March of the World Famous Ducks)
Memphis Pyramid / Bass Pro Shop

After the tour, 2 hours to explore Beale Street and enjoy
a nice lunch (self-pay) at one of the great restaurants

Gildan Unisex polo shirts, w/collar
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HRA members are not getting HRA emails
Do you have a spam or junk folder on your computer? Most
of the time when you don't see email you are expecting,
you can find the missing emails there.
To avoid that problem, you should add Steve’s and Mel’s
email address (hofreunion@nc.rr.com and
hra@hofer1.com) to your address book or contact list, or
whatever your email client calls it.

Another possibility is when you use both your phone and your computer to receive emails to the same account. I
do this. I have my phone set to download all emails and to leave them on the mail server. I have my computer set
to download all emails and to delete them from the mail server after downloading. This works pretty well for me.
I can look at most of my emails on my phone, if I like, although due to timing, a few might not get sent to the
phone. I can look at all of them on my computer.
Most who have this problem are users of AOL pr Earthlink. If you have questions. Steve is the person who can
help.
Steve Murphrey, Adjutant
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Mini 5 Year Reunion
From Phil & Jo Murray

Well, we just had our annual Mini Reunion that we have every five years. The attendees traveled from the far corners of Southern California, braving the weather hazards of March. There was actually the possibility of rain and
the temperature was in the low 60's, so we remained inside where the wine was - don't want to take a chance,
well, except for the barbecuing, Jo wouldn't let me bring the barbecue inside, so I had to suffer through the biting
cold. It was a typical Southern California menu: Bratwurst und Brotchen mit Senf, Sauerkraut, and Potato Salad. Then we topped it off with Marzipan Stollen, Gefüllte Herzen, and Carrot Cake. It was a well balanced diet.
Here's a shot of the group for historical purposes. From left to right we have Mary Roth Campbell, Walt Murch,
Shirley Murch, Jo Murray, Phil Murray, Dan Scanny, Phil Ruth, Regina (Phil's dance partner), and Carol Scanny. The only one missing is Jay Campbell, he was hiding behind the camera. It was enough fun that we just might
do it again.
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This offers a very heavy dose of Frankische content, often including scenes from Hof
and other locales in Oberfranken (z.b. Hoferfilmtagen). For those interested in German (especially Bayerische) politics, last night was this year's version of "Auf dem
Nockherberg" (still available via "Mediathek" for the next few days).
The really nice thing (compared to U.S. television) is that there are no commercials
for prime-time programs!!
Best Regards, Carl Wyatt

Numerous website Links on this page. Hover
cursor over to locate links, and then click.

On the Nockherberg 20 years across

Day of the archives

NEWS

BR MEDIA LIBRARY

RADIO

WATCH TV

The most important
Weather
traffic
lower Franconia
middle Franconia
upper Franconia
Upper Palatinate
Lower Bavaria
upper Bavaria

BR Media Library Video
BR podcast
TV program
Program A-Z
TV Live Streams

Bavaria 1
Bavaria 2
Bayern 3
BR-Klassik
B5 currently
Bavaria plus
BR home
Pulse

BR television
ARD-alpha
TV program
TV Live Streams
BR text

SUBJECTS
Sports
Knowledge
Culture
religion

BR live broadcast Nockherberg with dream quote
The live broadcast of the
traditional "politicianDerbleckens" from the
Munich Nockherberg last
night on BR television met
with outstanding audience response: Almost 3
million viewers (2.97 million), including 1.89 million Bavarian viewers,
were amused the Lent
sermon of Mama Bavaria
and the Singspiel "The
Glorious 7" and brought
the BR television market
share of 40.1 percent in
the Free
State. Nationwide, almost
every tenth German viewer turned on the Bavarian
"Derblecken" (9.5% market share).
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If you are planning air travel this year, such as 2018 Reunion, Delta
Skymiles and American Express has a good deal. Please note the
guidelines below. I ordered my card 7 days ago and it arrived today. Made flight reservations and we are ready to travel. DO NOT
order the card through the American Express page or through the
Delta Skymiles page. You will only get $100 offer. DO NOT complete reservation before you get the credit card and activate.
The only way to get the $150 credit is to go through the steps of
booking a flight on Delta, before 4/11/2018. At the summary pay
page, at the bottom you will see the American Express card special
offer. DO NOT COMPLETE THE RESERVATION, order the card and wait to receive and active. Then go back and
make reservation and use the card to pay. On the same page you saw the special offer, the summary page, you
will see the $150 credit. When completing the reservation, the cost for the flight will be without the American
Express $150, you will receive $150 credit when you get the monthly American Express statement.
Earn a $150 Statement Credit and 50,000 Bonus Miles
•
$150 Statement Credit after you use your new Card on a Delta purchase in your first 3
months
•
50,000 bonus miles after you make $2,000 in purchases on your new Card within your first
3 months. Special Offer Expires 4/11/2018
•
First checked bag free and Priority Boarding on Delta flights
•
$0 introductory annual fee for the first year, then $95 Rates & Fees|Offer Terms|Benefit
Terms
I contacted American Express about cancelling the card before the end of the year at $0 introductory annual fee
for the first year, no charge for cancelling card.
•
•
•

Traveling with Delta will save you $25 per passenger each bag, up to 8 passengers both ways.
A $50 statement credit and $25 per passenger bag, plus my wife's baggage = $150 round trip savings; Hello Resorts Casino, 2018 Hof Reunion Association.
I also will use the card on Delta for a flight to visit my daughter and son-in-law this summer, another savings of
$100 baggage.

See you in Tunica Mississippi.
MEL— P.S Research of airlines, Delta Airlines, Baltimore to Memphis was the lowest airfare comparing Delta to
most of the travel search engine, Expedia, Kayak, Cheap Airline Travel, and Travelocity.

“545 people are responsible for the mess, but they
unite in a common con - by Charley Reese”
I know the HRA is A-Political, however, is it important to bring to light how over and over 543 elected are responsible for the way the United States operates and continues to do so year after year. It makes you wonder if WE
have any authority.
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545 people are responsible for the mess, but they unite in a common con—
by Charley Reese
This column was originally published in the Orlando Sentinel on Feb. 3, 1984.
Politicians are the only people in the world who create problems and then campaign against them.
Have you ever wondered why, if both the Democrats and the Republicans are against deficits, we have deficits? Have you
ever wondered why, if all the politicians are against inflation and high taxes, we have inflation and high taxes?
You and I don't propose a federal budget. The president does. You and I don't have the constitutional authority to vote n
appropriations. The House of Representatives does. You and I don't write the tax code. The Congress does. You and I don't
set fiscal policy. the Congress does. You and I don't control monetary policy. The Federal Reserve Bank does.
One hundred senators, 435 congressmen, one president, and nine Supreme Court justices - 545 human beings out of 238 million- are directly, legally, morally and individually responsible for the domestic problems that plague this country.

I excluded the members of the Federal Reserve Bank because that problem was created by the Congress. In 1913, Congress
delegated its constitutional duty to provide a sound currency to a federally chartered but private central bank.
I exclude all of the special interest and lobbyists for a sound reason. They have no legal authority. They have no ability to
coerce a senator, a congressman or a president to do one cotton-picking thing. I don't care if they offer a politician $1 million
in cash. The politician has the power to accept or reject it.
No matter what the lobbyist promises, it is the legislator's responsibility to determine how he votes.
Don't you see now the con game that is played on the people by the politicians? Those 545 human beings spend much of
their energy convincing you that what they did is not their fault. they cooperate in this common con regardless of party.
What separates a politician from a normal human being is an excessive amount of gall. No normal human being would have
the gall of Tip O'Neill, who stood up and criticized Ronald Reagan for creating deficits.

The president can only propose a budget. He cannot force the Congress to accept. it. The Constitution, which is the supreme
law of the land, gives sole responsibility to the House of Representatives for originating appropriations and taxes. O'Neill is
speaker of the House. He is the leader of the majority party. He and his fellow Democrats, not the president, can approve
any budget they want. If the president vetoes it, they can pass it over his veto.
Just 545 Americans have fouled up this great nation.
It seems inconceivable to me that a nation of 235 million cannot replace 545 people who stand convicted - by present facts of incompetence and irresponsibility.
I can't think of a single domestic problem, from an unfair tax code to defense overruns, that is not traceable directly to those
people.
When you fully grasp the plain truth that 545 people exercise complete power over the federal government, then it must
follow that what exists is what they want to exist.
If the tax code is unfair, it's because they want it unfair. If the budget is in the red, it's because they want it in the red. If the
Marines are in Lebanon, it's because they want them in Lebanon.
There are no insoluble government problems. Do not let these 545 people shift the blame to bureaucrats, whom they hire
and whose jobs they can abolish; to lobbyists, whose gifts and advice they can reject; to regulators, to whom they give the
power to regulate and from whom they can take it.
Above all, do not let them con you into the belief that there exist disembodied mystical force like "the economy," "inflation"
or "politics" that prevent them from doing what they take an oath to do.
Those 545 people and they alone are responsible. They and they alone have the power. They and they alone should be held
accountable by the people who are their bosses - provided they have the gumption to manage their own employees.
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If you are interested in the European Union, this article, layered, will answer many of your questions. Click on the link to
visit the Official website of the European Union—https://europa.eu/european-union/index_en.
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Email and US Postal mailing of The HRA Monthly Newsletter
A short time back the Hof Reunion Association mailed to all current members the January and July Newsletter.
The purpose of the US Postal mailings was to provide information on the upcoming reunion; provide copies of the
Membership form, Registration form, Voting Ballot. And to provide the HRA Executive Board an opportunity to
interact with the membership by writing a personal article. These articles were informative in nature. Example
was a report by the Treasurer on the finical status of the HRA. Some were off key and would address subject
matter about Germany, Hof and other.
The distribution by US Postal mailing of the January and July Newsletter was determined to be outdated and quite
expensive, in that it could be efficiently emailed and at no cost. After this was put into usage, it has been determine viable and practical. Another change soon transpired. The emailing of the January and July Newsletter
brought to light we could combine the Newsletter with the Weekly Update. By going to a Monthly publishing it
provided a means to expand the Weekly Update, provide a reference one could go to daily to obtain the necessary
information needed and be able to print a copy of the forms any time needed.

Email—A few of the HRA members do not have email addresses.

As such, the HRA Treasurer, Rosie Queen,

has been mailing those members a copy of the Monthly Newsletter.

Printer—In the same light, some HRA Members do not have printers.

This presents a problem when it comes

time to renew membership, to vote and to registrar for the reunion. To request a copy of the forms you need,
email me (melvinhamill@msn.com or call (302) 698-1835) or Steve Murphrey ( hofreunion@nc.rr.com or call (919)
779-4482).

If you have questions on any subject, please bring it to our attention. Sometimes one cannot see their hand before their face until it is pointed out. We,
the HRA Board need your help.

UPDATE—A few members are not receiving the HRA emails. As recommended by our inhouse expert, Steve Murphrey and google mail, to ensure you get the HRA emails you should included mine and Steve’s email
address in your contact list (hra@hofer1.com and hofreunion@nc.rr.com). If you go looking for the emails, you might find in your
email junk folded. It is also possible you may have set your email to not
accept messages from the Hof Reunion Association. MEL
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Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present

there are 137 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow
us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above link
and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in
Hof Germany and are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

The HRA fiscal year extends over the same period as the current calendar year–January through December. That
means that if your membership is paid through FY17, it will
have expired on the last day of December 2017, and right
now would be a good time to send in your renewal. You
can do so for one year (through 2018) or for several years.
Dues are $20 per year. According to the HRA Bylaws, membership fees are due by January 1st. There is a generous 90
-day grace period, but if dues have not been paid by March
31st , privileges will be suspended. The HRA Bylaws also
address the various classes of membership. There are
some circumstances in which membership fees may be
waived. If a potential hardship case is brought to the attention of the HRA Board, the Board will look at and grant
free membership based on the merits of each case. If you have questions about membership fees, please contact the board. Please send your renewal application and check (made out to the Hof Reunion Association) to
4001 Old Sturbridge Dr., Apex, NC 27539. If you have questions regarding your renewal, you can email Steve
Murphrey at hofreunion@nc.rr.com, or call him at 919-779-4482.

If you have questions on any subject, please bring it to our attention. We, the HRA Board need your help and
will bring to light what is requested and share with our members if you so desire.

Hof Reunion Association Web Site

Hof Reunion Association Forms

Hof Connection Newsletter

Membership Form

Hof Reunion Official History

Voting Ballot

Hof Air Station History

Registration Form

Constitution & Bylaws

Reunion Schedule of Events

Monthly Newsletter
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