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We need to
hear from
you. Last
chance to vote for the
2019 Hof Reunion Association Site selection,
ends tomorrow, March 1.
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Registration for the 2018
Reunion, Tunica Mississippi, closes July 5. I
have set up a website that
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hofer1.com.
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Apex, NC 27539

2

Greg Krcma

The Hof Reunion Association
Monthly Newsletter is published the
first of each month. The Newsletter
is to inform and update. We would
like you to share your stories, news,
social events, recreational activities,
awards, milestones, memories, and
creative writings. You can reach me
at hra@hofer1.com or melvinhamill@msn.com or (302) 698-1835.
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Last
Brock
Cosgrove

Last

Last

Last
Alexander
Boggs
Fullmer
Holden
Little
Murch
Queen
Ward

Last

First

CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Address
City
State Zip Code
Telephone

Dick
Richard

First

First

First
James & Susan
Mike
Paul
Dan & Darlene
Bill
Walter & Shirley
Rose
Bill & Edie

First

dickbrock1979@gmail.com

(207) 389-4092

Address

City

NEW MEMBERS
State Zip Code

Telephone

Email

Address

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
City
State Zip Code

Telephone

Email

TUNICA - REGISTRATION -CANCELLATION
Registrar Cancelled

Dues

Beckham
Chesney
Cowherd
Crump

Gilbert
Don
Larry
Eddie

$40.00
$40.00
$20.00
$40.00

Frivance
Lawrence
Middendorf
Middendorf
Müller
Nottingham
Robinson
Spaeth
Webb

John
Steven
Hildegard
Jerry
Anna
Wade
Jerry
Timothy
John

$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$40.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00

Last
Crump
Fullmer
Hansberger
Nottingham

First
Eddie
Paul
William
Wade

Email

Amount
$10.00
$10.00

Remarks

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Remarks
FY19
FY19
FY20
FY19
FY20
FY18
FY18
FY18
FY18
FY22
FY19
FY19
FY18
DONATIONS
Remarks

$10.00
$10.00
LOST MEMBERS

Final Flyby

Ladies Serving in Heaven

4

Joe Hunt - March 1, 1940
Phyllis Phipps - March 1, 1945
Judy Frost - March 3, 1952
Michael Assenmacher - March 4, 1947
Margaret Gallagher - March 5, 1951
Dan Engelken - March 6, 1935
Robert Nonnenmacher - March 6, 1954
Mary Ann Turner - March 7, 1948
Maria Fry - March 8, 1946
Walter Shifflett - March 8, 1930
Donna Berger - March 9, 1943
Jean Christianson - March 10, 1929
Kenneth Hager - March 10, 1943
Renate Hunt - March 10, 1944
Deborah Meyers - March 13, 1956
Stu Sturdevant - March 13, 1934

William "Bill" Cameron - March 14, 1941
Linda Scott - March 14, 1949
Roger Gentilini - March 16, 1942
Clinton "Robby" Roberson - March 16, 1940
Norman Hines - March 17, 1936
Joann Fukumoto - March 18, 1950
George Coons - March 19, 1938
William Hansberger - March 21, 1939
Monika Nickerson - March 22, 1943
Ruth Livesey - March 24, 1938
Alice Denman - March 25, 1943
Gilbert Beckham - March 27, 1937
Charlie Hoover - March 27, 1941
Greg Krcma - March 27, 1946
Wilma Adams - March 29, 1939
Jerry Stanfield - March 30, 1944
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Brent & Linda Scott - March 1, 1975
Martin & Alice Habecker - March 3, 1951
Bruce & Brigitte Cook - March 7, 1970
David & Di Smith - March 8, 1981
Paul & Vikki Olsen - March 14, 1971
Jim & Mary McDaniel - March 15, 1979
Alfred & Karin Campbell - March 22, 1968
David & Lynn Williams - March 24, 1978
Jerry & Hilde Middendorf - March 27, 1965
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Flyby List
James Patterson, September 3, 1930—February 4, 2018

Spouses Serving in Heaven
Lisa Harland, September 28—January 17, 2018
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Obituary
Lisa Harland
Satellite Beach - Lisa Harland, 80, passed away peacefully at Holmes Regional Medical Center, Melbourne, FL on January 17, 2018 following a battle with a failing liver.
She was a devout Catholic and was always caring about others. She believed fervently in the goodness of all people and lived her life accordingly.
Lisa was born in St. Pacôme, Québec, Canada in September 28, 1937 to Bernadette (nee Dionne) and
Charles Dumais. Part of a tight knit, loving family, Lisa was the second of four children including: sister, Doris (Gousy)(deceased), brother Pat (deceased) and surviving brother John. In her youth, she
was a proficient ice skater and tennis player and from her earliest years had a spirit for adventure. So, it was no surprise that
she emigrated from Drummondville, Québec to Springfield, Massachusetts in 1955 with her parents. She quickly mastered
the English language, never losing her beautiful French accent, and became a U.S. citizen.
She took a position with Springfield Fire and Marine Insurance Company (aka, Springfield Monarch) where she met her future husband, Bernard. During their courtship, he would always tell her, "Stick with me, Kid, and you'll go places!"
They married on February 8th, 1964 at the newly built Newman Center chapel on the University of Massachusetts Amherst
campus, being the first couple to wed there. An accomplished seamstress, she sewed her own beautiful wedding dress. Bernard was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Air Force a week prior to the wedding, making Lisa an Air Force wife.
Knowing nothing about military life, she set out on the adventure of a lifetime. And, boy did they go places! Over the next 27
years she moved to 10 different bases throughout the United States and overseas, raising 5 children along the way. Wherever the family was stationed, Lisa always managed to make a very tidy, comfortable home full of family, friends, good food,
laughter and joy. She was the family's cheering section, house buyer/seller, and organizer par excellence. This totally genuine, happy woman treasured and retained the many friends she made right up to her final days. It was clear to all that Lisa
and Bernard truly cherished one another during their marriage of 53 years, 11 months.
Lisa found many ways to satisfy her adventurous spirit. She skied the Alps; rode camels in the Arabian Desert; snorkeled in
Hawaii and camped her way through the national parks of the United States. She loved a good novel, a good movie, and
lunch with friends. She also enjoyed playing bridge, gardening, oil painting and a good laugh. She was a down-to-earth person, full of life and never got too attached to the things of this earth.
She received a liver transplant in 2005 and for the nearly 13 years afterward, enjoyed the weddings of two of her children,
the birth of 7 of her 8 grandchildren and frequent visits to her beloved Québec.
She is survived by her husband Bernard; her five children Steven, Susanne (Moitoso), Caroline, Gregory and Christine
(Williams); eight grandchildren Olivia, Juliette, Dublin, Miles, James, Evan, Tyler and Sedona; and her brother John Dumais.
Her family and all those who have crossed her path are truly blessed to have been a part of her time on this earth.

James Patterson was born on September 3, 1930 and passed
away on Sunday, February 4, 2018.
James was a resident of Gulfport, Mississippi at the time of
passing.
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The world's oldest existing perfume maker is celebrating its 300th birthday. The original eau de Cologne, survived wars and
imitations and still sells well in a market saturated with modern scents. The first bottle of eau de Cologne was created by
Giovanni Maria Farina, an Italian expatriate living in the eastern German city of Cologne. On July 13, 1709, Farina opened a
luxury goods shop where the fragrance was sold. In a letter to his brother dated in 1709, Farina wrote, "I have discovered a
scent that reminds me of an Italian spring morning, of daffodils and orange blossoms after the rain." He named it after the
city he lived in. Over the course of the last three centuries, only 30 people have been privy to the secret recipe - including
Johann Maria Farina, a descendant of the perfumer and the company's current managing director. "It's crucial that the
original eau de Cologne always smells the same," said Farina. "Like champagne that's made from many different wines and
has a specific taste or aroma."
An eau de Cologne differs from a so-called eau de toilette in that it has a smaller concentration of essential oils, which give
the solution its scent. Napoleon allegedly used one vial of the valuable liquid each day. A vial cost a week's wages for a
master craftsman - or well over 1,000 euros ($1,400) in today's money - making the perfume only accessible to the extremely wealthy. But the hefty price tag didn't always mean big earnings for Farina's company.
"There were many crises," said the firm's current managing director. "The French Revolution and the First and Second
World Wars were the biggest crises for us - not because our customers couldn't pay but because we were cut off from the
raw materials and couldn't produce."

A respected imitation
In addition to political conflicts, the original eau de Cologne has also had to deal with stiff competition from a popular imitation: 4711. In the 18th century, the Muehlens, a merchant family from Cologne, produced a citrus-based scent similar to
the original eau de Cologne, calling it by the house number of the factory on Glockengasse in downtown Cologne. While
4711 is known around the world - and boasts an over 200-year history - it's not the original.
In 1994, the Muehlens family sold its company to the German Wella corporation. It was then acquired by Procter and Gamble in 2003 and returned to German hands in 2007, when the company was bought by Maeurer und Wirtz, best known for
its perfume brand Tabac Original.

4711 has a large following of its own
While Farina's eau de Cologne may be the true original, 4711 has always been the more commercially successful scent. It is
marketed in 75 countries today and is especially popular with the older generation of Germans. The fragrance also sells
well in Japan, where men perfume their hair with it. Farina, however, said there are no bad feelings between his family
and the Muehlens, the founders of 4711. Today, the Farina house in Cologne's Old Town has its very own museum, where
visitors can learn more about the art of perfume making and the original Koelnisch Wasser - Eau de Cologne.

You will never wonder
again if I’m a true Hofer.
With my great taste, this has
got to be my selection.
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Broken Bridge With Audie Murphy (1960)
"The Big Picture" (click title to view video)

Margit Norwood—This movie shows Audie
Murphy visiting European military installations, including some in Germany. About 8
minutes into the movie, you can see Kingsley
Kaserne in Hof. He leaves from there to tour
the border area. At Rudolphstein he is shown
"The Broken Bridge." The bridge has since
been repaired and again connects what once
was East and West Germany.
The area center left, cement pad, is where the
helicopter landed. It is where the army tanks
parked in 1965-69—MEL

Every wonder what the 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment did in Hof
BORDER OPERATIONS (the below briefing would have been around 1960) - 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment
Twenty-four-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week surveillance on the border requires a special kind of combat organization. Because of its special versatility and its ability to maneuver and communicate, the 2d Armored Cavalry has
been assigned to the mission of patrolling and protecting this sector of the border which separates the Free World
from the Iron Curtain Satellites.
The mission of the Regiment is to provide continuous surveillance of the border as an outpost of western civilization and to provide warning of impending movement of hostile forces into West Germany. The 2d Armored Cavalry serves as the "eyes and ears" of Seventh Army.
The Regiment has three squadrons on line. The 2d Squadron is on the west, the 3d Squadron on the south-east,
and the 1st Squadron in the center; Regimental headquarters and attached units are located at Merrell Barracks in
Nurnberg near the center of the Regimental sector.
Reconnaissance troops from the 2d Armored Cavalry's three squadrons occupy base camps in the Regimental border zone. Troops are normally rotated every thirty days to the squadron home stations and as a general rule no
troop remains on border duty over thirty days at any one time.
Border Surveillance is accomplished by means of Border Outposts at strategic points along the border, manned by
reconnaissance personnel on a round-the-clock basis, supplemented by border patrols on the routes paralleling
the border. Voice and CW radios as well as point-to-point telephone communications are utilized to insure an unbroken communications' chain for observation, patrolling and reporting. Patrols and Outpost personnel are
briefed on their duties daily and are debriefed for information of significance daily after returning from their border duty tour.
Border patrols are made up of men from scout sections of the reconnaissance troops. Each six-man section is a
closely knit team; these men know each other and their jobs well; they have to, because their duty requires competence and a reliance on each other at all times.
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Along the border roads and lanes the five-man patrols travel in two jeeps, which always move close together. The
first jeep is radio equipped, while the second mounts a machine gun. They are in constant radio communication
with the border station, nearby patrols and observation posts.
The 2d Armored Cavalry troopers in observation posts along the border have the responsibility of watching what
their counterparts across the Iron Curtain are doing at all hours of the day and night. Light aircraft and helicopters
make frequent swings along the border for aerial reconnaissance missions. The 10 place H-34 helicopter sometimes carries a team of combat-ready soldiers ready to assist border troops on short notice.
The border is not a hospitable place. All roads between East and West are blocked. Armed guards have been
placed at all crossing points. All bridges over main thoroughfares have been destroyed and the trickle of legal
traffic across the border is being channeled over a few secondary, easily controlled roads. Along the frontier, defensive works, some still dating from the period of tension before World War II have been strengthened, extended
and improved. Semi-military Soviet Satellite Police Forces, well trained and equipped with modern light infantry
weapons patrol this border around the clock, enforcing rigid travel control measures.
Electrified barbed wire fences, guard towers, trip flares and booby traps as well as field fortifications along the
international boundary with Czechoslovakia have made this border the most effectively sealed international dividing line ever known in Europe. This barrier system is now being duplicated by the East Germans along the boundary between the German Federal Republic and the Soviet Zone of Germany.
In November 1989, Second ACR witnessed the opening of the Iron Curtain. Regular border patrols were discontinued on 1 March 1990, ending the Cold War phase of the Regiment’s history.

ARD Home news Sports stock market counselor Knowledge Culture children The ARD watch TV radio ARD library

Ever want to watch German TV, listen to German Radio or maybe a Movie. How about the current serial shows,
well, here it is. What makes this special is, if you are using Google as your default web browser, it will translated
the written parts to English. As for the TV, Videos and etc. it will be in German. Speak with your German spouse ,
maybe she can help. To open, click on the ARD logo or any of the menu items.
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Photos 2008 reunion, Myrtle Beach,
SC, 10 years ago. As
Sissy said at the Las
Vegas reunion,
2003, when ask to
address members:
“I forgot my glasses, but as I look out at
all the faces, you haven’t changed one
bit, you are all lovely”.

Mary & Jay Campbell

Susanne & Claude Niebuhr

Brigitte & Rodney Schwandt

Joe Dernoga

Ursula & Mike Assenmacher

Jo & Phil Murray

Johnnie & Wilma Adams

Gertrude & James Berry

Ralph Christianson

Becky & Wayne Creekmore

Marcia & William Combs

Heidi Pouch

Brigitte & Bruce Cook

Nancy & Ed Desch

Francis & Joann Fukumoto

Phyllis Phipps

Sidney & Gayle Futrell

Rosie & Alois Dietz

Ilse & Mel Hamill

Sandra & Gary Cherpes

Ursula & Norman Hines

Darlene & Dan Holden

Linda & Brent Scott
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Susan & William Holloway

Kenneth & Briana Juergens

Gay & Ken Kielbania

Sandy & Greg Krcma

Hilde & Jerry Middendorf

Dick Kreuzer

Renate & Charles Mattice

Brenda & Fred Middledorf

Donna & Stephen Murphrey

Shirley & Walter Murch

Aggie & John Pace

Phyllis & CW Nottingham

Rosie & Gary Queen

Christ & Robert Brock, Rhoda & Stephan

Traudl & Jim Riggin

Don Riverkamp

Gudrun & Jerry Robinson

Jerri & Harry Rupprecht

Marcey & Stu Sturdevant

Di & David Smith

Linda & Brent Scott

Ruth & Jerry Smeal

Pricilla & Ray Sleeper

Carol & Dan Scanny
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This copyright article by Ray Thompson is a story I believe many, who worked at the Hof and Döebraberg Sites, can relate to.

Our Secret Cold War
Ray M. Thompson

I remember it like it was last year, but it was really over 50 years ago now... A bunch of very non-military college-age kids
were serving in the United States Air Force Security Service (USAFSS). Our unit was the 6910th Security Group, based at a
former German air base just outside the beautiful little Bavarian town of Landsberg am/Lech. Our daily jobs were part of an
Air Force intelligence mission and highly classified. Although far from home and in the land of a former enemy, most of us
privately gave thanks that we were not with our USAFSS counterparts in Korea; we knew we had a plum assignment in Bavaria. (Master Sgt. Jim Schuman, who had served in Korea, was assigned to our section. He told us of working with Korean
translators so near the front that they became overrun and had to be evacuated by air. His translators were evacuated before some of the GI’s, because of the sensitivity of their jobs.) We spent our spare time chasing German frauleins, drinking
German beer, snapping our German cameras, traveling throughout Western Europe and dreaming about getting out at the
end of our 4-year enlistment.
On the other hand, we were all very serious about our jobs, part of a large intelligence gathering enterprise. Because of the
sensitive nature of our jobs, we were forbidden to take leave in the border area near the Iron Curtain, but listening to Russian radio signals across that border was our job. The truth is, we were hand picked for our jobs. Not that we knew anything about what we were getting into, but many of us had college degrees or other aptitudes that filtered us into the
USAFSS. (I do know what got me in—a brand new BS degree, and because I had a ham license and knew the Morse code!)
We received on-the-job training in communications intelligence (COMINT) at Brooks AFB in San Antonio, Texas. We were
then sent worldwide to work in a secret part of the Cold War. USAFSS RSM Units (Radio Squadron’s Mobile) were stationed
from Alaska to Korea, and from Scotland to North Africa…
Yeah, we were kind of a smart-alec bunch of kids, but we did our jobs well. Our work became most serious when the Russians made some move or change in their military operations, changes we were often the first to detect. These changes
were usually preceded by changes in the Russians’ radio call signs and frequencies—operational details which we spent
months tying to specific military units (ground and air), thus defining their military organizations, or “order of battle.” The
Russians changed their call signs because they knew we were listening and that the change would confuse our monitoring
efforts. (Of course, the Allies did the same thing.) Usually these changes turned out to be military training or maneuvers,
but the Allies always had to treat them as the real thing—perhaps an invasion of Europe. Our monitoring could bring the
entire Allied Forces to a silent alert. Soon their listener’s knew that we knew—this was the secret cold war. These were the
days we earned our stripes…
We were called to duty (often rousted out of bed) at the first hint of a call sign change, and worked around the clock until
the crisis was over. (Or, if an alert were ever the real thing, until we were told to burn our records and evacuate!) We
worked at wall-sized maps of the USSR, labeled TOP SECRET. These “alerts” called for urgent and coordinated efforts by all
sections, beginning with the Radio Intercept Operators who listened to the cacophony of static and radio signals in Morse
code and copied them down with unbelievable accuracy, using typewriters equipped with the Cyrillic alphabet. Then, there
were the Crypto Analysts, who dealt with the complexities of encoded messages and call signs. There were also airmen
trained as Russian Language Analysts, whose job was to translate clear text and voice messages. We had Radio Direction
Finding (RDF) Operators who tried to fix the positions of the Russian transmitters. Finally, there were the Radio Traffic Analysts, whose job was to learn as much as they could from the “headers” of the messages, i.e., the parts of the message that
were not encrypted. (My knowledge of Morse gave me an edge in figuring out “garbles” in the intercept “chatter rolls” we
received from the RSM’s!) All of our jobs depended, to some degree, on mistakes made by the Russian radio operators. All
military operators are taught rigorous rules of “radio discipline” designed to prevent such mistakes, but they do happen, and
can reveal information the enemy should not know!
Secrecy was all-important in our highly sensitive work. We were warned regularly, in security lectures we were required to
attend, that we could not describe or discuss our work in any way, with friends or family. In fact, we were strictly forbidden
to discuss our work with each other outside the secure buildings where we worked. Even within our secure compounds, the
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various sections where we were assigned were isolated from each other. So, even though we might bunk
together, at the office we had no contact with buddies
in another section unless we had “a need to know.” To
my knowledge, among those I knew, we were faithful
in observing all these security rules. (When we returned to civilian life we continued this secrecy about
our jobs, although our friends and families sometimes
thought we made too much of our “secret jobs.”)
I especially remember one security lecture, while in
training at Brooks AFB that made a lasting impression
on me. One morning at breakfast, we were shocked
to read in the newspaper (“The San Antonio Light”) a story about our training at Brooks. The story pretty well told exactly
what we were being trained for in our “secret compound” on the base! Knowing this story would undermine the security
lectures we were receiving, the CO called a meeting of everyone as soon as we reached the office. His message to us went
something like this:
“We know the newspaper has this story and runs it periodically—it sells newspapers! You bought one, didn’t you? We have
taught you that the elements of this story are certainly no secret to our enemies—they know of your jobs and your training
and are training their operators to defeat your efforts! We are training our communications personnel to protect our communications from their analysts! What our enemies don’t know—NOW HEAR THIS!—is how SUCCESSFUL we are! Do you
see that if you brag about your “secret work” or hint at “the importance of your job,” or say anything at all—you may infer
something about the success of our efforts? That, gentlemen, is why the only way to have security is simply to never, never,
say anything about your jobs, to anyone.”
So, did we help keep the Russian bear at bay? Yes, certainly we helped, but I still cannot reveal any specifics about the successes or failures of our efforts. The fact is, as “worker bees” in a huge intelligence organization, we were never told the ultimate value of the information that we gathered. Why? Because we did not have “the need to know.”

Well, here we are 50 years later, and I’m writing this bit of personal history about my “secret job.” Why? Because the work
we did in the early 1950’s has little bearing on the world of COMINT today. Because the means, methods, and technology
that we used (Morse code for goodness sake!) are now so outmoded as to be only a page in COMINT history; we worked
with card files, not computers! Because we have been superseded by five decades of COMINT gathering secrets that I know
nothing about. Because much of our early work has now been declassified and is the subject of numerous books. movies and
“discussions” on the internet about what we did and how we did it, so long ago. Because I know there were some who lost
their lives in the intelligence war—USAFSS airmen who flew secret airborne monitoring missions (SIGINT) against the Russians and were shot down; I’m especially proud that their story is finally being told. Because I’ve relished remembering and
reliving my experiences with a great group of former 6910th airmen that I organized on the Internet in 1997— The USAFSS
6910TH 5O’s GROUP. Our association includes our web page http://www.usafss6910th.org, a Yahoo e-mail-list (hosted by
myself), newsletters and two great reunions (in 2000 and 2002, planned and hosted by Bill Purser). And finally, because in
my dotage, I have longed to share something of what we did with my family and friends, and to say that we took great pride
in doing it well. And, if called on, we would do it again! The USAFSS motto was: “Freedom Through Vigilance”
A/1c Ray M. Thompson,
AF18410468 - Radio Traffic
Analyst Aide
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Cigars to all…….. Tom McKinney, Hof 1961/63 – 65/68, Able, Baker
and Dog Trick 20351-E (MN)
In this age of the importance of birth certificates for any occasion I
just thought I’d share this one with the HRA. I’m sure many of us
have never seen the official authorization for the creation of our
United States Air Force Security Service. I just now obtained this
copy through another USAF association I belong to. Anyway it’s refreshing to know that the attending midwife for this happy occasion
was a 1st Lieutenant, Assistant Adjutant General, in the newly created USAF.
Shortly thereafter, about six years or so later, famed American singer Johnny Cash enlisted in the USAF and was assigned to the USAFSS as a mores intercept operator or as
was commonly called a ‘diddy bopper’. From his own estimation he was one of the
best and seemed to enjoy the Security Service work that came before his singing notoriety.
I was able to located an article published by AF ISR Agency History Office with the letter
Tom is talking about. Fittingly, it is located on page 1, which is titled “BRIEF HISTORY Origins”.
Updated history of USAFSS “A CONTINUING LEGACY FROM USAFSS TO 25TH AIR FORCE, 1948—2015” may be of interest.
The article below about Johnny Cash’s USAFSS service time. If you click on the title it will open a video.

Johnny Cash—12th Radio Squadron Mobile, USAFSS
With the outbreak of Korean war, 18 -year old Cash did what many
young Americans of the time did, he enlisted in the United States Air
Force on July 7, 1950. After basic training at Lackland Air Force Base
and technical training at Brooks Air Force Base, both in San Antonio,
Texas, Cash was assigned to the 12th Radio Squadron Mobile of the U.S.
Air Force Security Service at Landsberg, West Germa. Over his enlistment period “The man in black” or at that time ” The boy in uniform ”
rose to the rank of Staff Sergent and became a Morse Code operator intercepting Soviet Army transmissions. Cash showed amazing skills at
cracking Morse Code so he was put in a leading seat at the Landsberg
post to monitor in on Soviet communications. The Air Force period was
an important chapter in Johny Cash ’s life. It was there he was first inspired to write the iconic lyrics for Folsom Prison Blues after seeing
the film Inside The Walls of Folsom Prison. Also, while stationed in
Landsbergcreated his first band, named “The Landsberg Barbarians ”.
However, the highlight during the three years he served the Air Force,
surely wasn’t something related to his future music career, and is
something that a few people actually know about. On March 5th, 1953, while working on his post, Cash
intercepted a very important communique from the Soviets. At the time, Joseph Stalin, Soviet Premier
Leader was in a quite poor health condition, and as the first man of the Soviet empire, his health status
was very important to the U.S intelligence community. While transcribing the Soviet Morse Code
chatter, Johnny Cash became the first American to hear the news of the death of the Soviet leader.
Sgt.Staff Cash immediately reported the important news to his superiors and the rest is history. Regarding the nature of his job, Cash was obliged to keep this as top secret and couldn ’t tell anyone of
his achievement until years later. Cash was honorably discharged as a staff sergeant on July 3, 1954,
and returned to Texas.
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Your Membership Matters
•hofreunion.com
•hofer1.com
•Monthly Newsletter—Feb,
Mar and link at bottom of
this Newsletter
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your pass membership.
Our continued success is only possible due to your support. The HRA accepts membership renewals throughout the year. This year membership
dues are $20. FY17 membership expires January 1. A 90-day grace period
ends 1 April. We do not encourage renewing if you are current through FY20.
If unsure, email Steven Murphrey or call (919)
779-4482. You have experienced what many
will never understand, serving during a time
of war, The Cold War. It is through membership we can provide services and continued
dialog fostering Camaraderie only a Hofer understands, giving one great pride in self and
support to country.

Hof Reunion Association
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2018 Reunion - Resorts Casino Tunica

click

September 9—15, 2018
1100 Casino Strip Resort Blvd
Robinsonville, MS 38664
HOFER1.COM—reunion website
From Memphis, TN: Take Highway 61 South to Tunica County. Make a right onto Casino Strip Boulevard.
From Jackson, MS: Take I-55 North to Hernando Hwy. 304 (Exit 280) West. Continue until it turns into Casino Strip Boulevard.
Registration click
The Reunion registration fee is $113.00 per person. Registration fee covers the cost of luncheon buffet, banquet meal
(drinks self-pay), program, entertainment and music, name tags, awards, printing of itinerary, tickets, and miscellaneous reunion and administrative expenses. Guests for Reunion, Buffet and Banquet are invited, encouraged, and welcome. CUTOFF
DATE: Reunion Registration July 5.
Hotel Reservation
Reservations will be made by individual attendees directly with Resorts at 1-866-706-7070 using group code provided by the
hotel Group Hotel Code: HOF. Room rates are subject to all applicable state and local taxes. Room Rate of $75.00 for Standard Rooms and $125.00 for Suites for Three (3) Days before the Event and Three (3) Days after the Event. First night room
and tax must be paid at the time the reservation is made. If not paid, the room will not be reserved. Cancellation policy is 48
hours prior to 1PM on day of arrival. If not cancelled by required cancellation time, then first night room and tax will not be
refunded. These rates are net of taxes and non-commissionable. A $50.00 deposit is required on all rooms including complimentary rooms with a credit card. CUTOFF DATE: Hotel Reservations by attendees must be received on or before Sunday,
August 26. COME, JOIN US. As always, your old and new friends will ensure a great time.

Attendees
Melvin & Ilse Hamill

Bill Little

Rose Queen

Steve & Donna Murphrey

Dan & Darlene Holden

Bill & Edie Ward

Barbara Davino

Mike Boggs

Walter & Shirley Murch

Paul Fulmer

Jim & Susan Alexander

3/1/18

Schedule of Events (full schedule)
Date

Day

Start Time

Function

9/9/18

Sunday

13:00 and 17:00

Registration—Board Meeting

9/10/18

Monday

16:00

Membership Meeting

9/11/18

Tuesday

09:00—15:30

Tour 1 — City of Memphis Tour

9/12/18

Wednesday

12:00 and 18:00

Social Buffet— Group Dinner (invite friends)

9/13/18

Thursday

13:00— 17:30

Tour 2— Mississippi Riverboat Tour

9/14/18

Friday

15:00 and 18:00

Frauen Kaffee and Banquet (invite Friends)

9/15/18

Saturday

07:00—

Aufwiedersehen Breakfast
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TOUR 1

TOUR 2

City of Memphis

Mississippi Riverboat Cruise

September 11
09:00 - 15:45

September 13
13:00 - 17:30 PM

Memphis River Boats Sightseeing Cruise:

City of Memphis
•
•
•

Downtown Memphis

•
•
•

Cotton Row (Where Cotton is STILL King)

•
•

Lorraine Motel (The site of Dr. King’s Assassination)

•
•

Graceland

•
•
•

Sun Studio

The “Mighty” Mississippi

•

Learn about the history of the area on this sightseeing
adventure of Memphis with a cruise along the Mississippi River.

•

Along the cruise, you will experience many of the sights
seen by early Native Americans, explorers, and riverboat
men.

•

See the bluffs of Memphis from a spectacular vantage
point and learn about their significance throughout history.

•

Hear the heroic story of Tom Lee and the history behind
some of the oldest bridges in the lower Mississippi.

•

You'll also learn about many Civil War river battles as
well as the heritage of the river, and see the Memphis
Pyramid, Mud Island River Park, and so much more!

Beale Street (Stop to see World Famous “Home of the
Blues”)

Victorian Village (Homes constructed in the early 1800s)

I-40 Welcome Center (stop to see two Kings, B.B. King
and Elvis Presley)
St. Jude Children’s Hospital (Stop at the pavilion where
Danny Thomas is entombed)
Peabody Hotel (Stop to see the March of the World Famous Ducks)
Memphis Pyramid / Bass Pro Shop

After the tour, 2 hours to explore Beale Street and enjoy
a nice lunch (self-pay) at one of the great restaurants

Gildan Unisex polo shirts, w/collar
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Please Vote

Site Selection
Reunion Site Locations, you select:

Fredericksburg, VA
Omaha, NE
Dayton, OH
The 2019 Site selection vote started January 1 and ends March 1.

Click the “Your Vote Counts”
Logo to vote

Four methods to vote
1. Web Site— Hofer1, Voting Page

The dates of the
2019 Reunion
September 9-15

2. Mail— Voting Ballet
3. Email— hofreunion@nc.rr.com
(Steven Murphrey)
4. Phone— (919) 779-4482 (Steven
Murphrey)

Hof Reunion Association
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Proposed HRA Site Locations for 2019—From the desk of John Lamb, Happy New Year to ALL!! Our Thoughts and Prayers go out to all who are going through
tough times with medical issues. Wish nothing but the best outcomes for all. Unfortunately, time is beginning to take a toll on us all. Now is the time for you, the membership, to vote for one of the proposed Reunion sites for 2019. I personally think any
one of the sites will provide an excellent base for our reunion in 2019. When the
votes of the membership have selected the 2019 site the Board will begin the process
to finalize the arrangements. I thank Mel Hamill who was a tremendous help in
providing the internet links for each site.

Omaha Nebraska - Founded in 1854, the city of Omaha has always been a dynamic, energetic city continually transforming itself. Whether it was the Native American Indian tribes, pioneers, railroad laborers or meat packers, everyone who came to call
Omaha home helped shape its current cultural diversity, hard work
ethic and friendly demeanor. Named after an American Indian Tribe,
Omaha means "Those going against the wind or current", Omahans
proudly continue to live up to the name. Omaha Restaurants - steaks
are just the tip of the culinary iceberg, Omaha’s dining experience
ranges from innovated chef-created cuisine, sidewalk cafes and burger
joints to delicious drive-throughs, sweet shops and ethnic eateries. Find a whole world of flavors, from Mexican, Italian and French to German, Greek and Asian – each with their own
twist on the classics. Things to do - Omaha Arts & Culture - From public art displays spread throughout the city to contemporary art centers, award-winning museums, local galleries and hands-on interactive art
houses, Omaha's creative spirit is contagious. Germans in Omaha immigrated to the city
in Nebraska from its earliest days of founding in 1854, in the years after the Revolutions of
1848 in the German states. They continued to immigrate to Omaha in large numbers later
in the 19th century, when many came from Bavaria and southern Germany. Germans created and maintained a high cultural, social and political profile locally and nationally
through the 1930s. In 1890, Germans comprised 23% of Omaha's population.[1] By 1910,
57.4% of Omaha's total population of more than 124,000 were of German descent. Omaha’s German-American Society
(German dinner and Entertainment). Point of interest we
will look at for the reunion - Strategic Air Command (SAC)
and Aerospace Museum, Offutt Air Force Base Tour Boys
Town Campus, National Historic Landmark District. Henry Doorly zoo, one of the finest zoos in the country; the
Lauritzen Botanical Gardens and Conservatory; Mormon
Trail Center; Holland Performing Arts Center; Union Pacific Museum; Nebraska Furniture Mart (one of the largest furniture and electronics stores in the country); Borsheim’s Jewelry (one of the most prestigious and largest in
the country); Heartland of America Park (downtown and along the riverfront); and, of course, the Old Market area, with
wonderful shopping and restaurants.

Dayton, Ohio - Dayton offers both a revamped downtown area full of unique activities, and suburbs that provide close(Continued on page 22)

21

(Continued from page 21)

knit communities for the many who call the region home. As the hometown of
first flyers Orville and Wilbur Wright, as well as the Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, Ohio's
sixth-largest
metro area is
rich in aviation
history. Aviation enthusiasts will appreciate the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park,
the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force and the Wright
Brothers National Memorial. Football Hall of Fame are you
ready to experience America's premier sports museum and
showplace? It's more than a museum -it's an interactive experience! The Pro Football Hall of Fame is a one-of-a-kind
attraction for students, seniors. and everyone in-between. Other
sites to see during your visit to Ohio - Rock and Roll Hall or visit
Amish Country.

Fredericksburg, Virginia - is an independent city located
in the Commonwealth of Virginia in the Eastern United States. Located 45
miles (72
km)
south of
Washington,
D.C. and
58 miles (93 km) north of Richmond, Fredericksburg is part of the
Northern Virginia region. The more modern influences of shopping, arts and culture, wineries, golf, culinary expertise and outdoor adventure blend with the region’s rich heritage to create a
distinctive escape, unique to Fredericksburg. Come to the Fredericksburg Area for
the TIMELESS experience that awaits
you. So many sites
to visit, here are just a few: The National Air and Space Museum of
the Smithsonian Institution, also called the NASM, is a museum
in Washington, D.C. It holds the largest collection of historic aircraft and spacecraft in the world. It was established in 1946 as
the National Air Museum and opened its main building on the National
Mall near L'Enfant Plaza in 1976. In 2016, the museum saw approximately 7.5
million visitors, making it the second most visited museum in the world, and
the most visited museum in the United States. Mount Vernon was the plantation house of George Washington, the first President of the United States, and
his wife, Martha Dandridge Custis Washington. The estate is situated on the banks of the Potomac River in Fairfax County,
Virginia, near Alexandria, across from Prince George's County, Maryland. Mount Vernon was designated a National Historic
Landmark in 1960 and is today listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is still owned and maintained in trust by
The Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, and is open every day of the year, including Thanksgiving Day, Christmas
(Continued on page 23)
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Day and New Year's Day. Allowing the public to see the estate is not an innovation, but part of a 200-year-old tradition
started by George Washington himself. In 1794 he wrote: "I have no objection to any sober or orderly person's gratifying
their curiosity in viewing the buildings, Gardens, &ca. about Mount Vernon. Viet Nam Memorial - Located north of the Lincoln Memorial near the intersection of 22nd St. and Constitution Ave. NW, Washington DC. The memorial includes the
names of over 58,000 servicemen and women who gave their lives in service in the Vietnam Conflict. The memorial also includes "The Three Servicemen" statue and the “Vietnam Women's Memorial”. In an era of universal polemics and political
unrest – with no thought of glory, with no fanfare or public notice – 265,000 women volunteered to go where they were
needed, to do what was needed. The era was known as Vietnam, and these young women, most in their 20s, risked their
lives to care for our country's wounded and dying. Their humanity and compassion equaled their lifesaving and comforting
skills.
As for the locations, any would be a great places to visit. The sites to tour and visit are unlimited and will be decided by
your feedback, a family affair. Remember it is you the members who make our reunions possible. The Board and Reunion
Committee have and always act in your behalf. Whatever the outcome of the voting, you can be assured we will pursue the
planning for the venue with you in mind. Come join us. Here are several different means to vote: phone— (919) 779-4482,
email—hofreunion@nc.rr.com, web site—Hofer1.com, votie page or mail in Voting Form (all are links, click on one).
I am looking forward to beginning the preparations for 2019. Remember the voting began on Jan 1st and ends March 1.
Hope to see you all in Tunica, MS.

Signs of Laughter
shoe repair store
We will heel you
We will save your sole
We will even dye for you.
Blinds and curtain truck
"Blind man driving."
Gynecologist's Office
"Dr. Jones, at your cervix."
Podiatrist's office
"Time wounds all heels."

Plumber's truck
"Don't sleep with a drip. Call your
plumber."
Tire Shop in Milwaukee
"Invite us to your next blowout."
Electrician's truck
"Let us remove your shorts."
Non-smoking Area
"If we see smoke, we will assume
you are on fire and will take appropriate action."

Optometrist's Office
"If you don't see what you're looking Maternity Room door
for,
"Push. Push. Push."
You've come to the right place."
Car Dealership
Plumber's truck
"The best way to get back on your
"We repair what your husband
feet - miss a car payment."
fixed."
Outside a Muffler Shop
"No appointment necessary. We
hear you coming."
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Veterinarian's waiting room
"Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!"
Electric Company
"We would be delighted if you send
in your payment on time.
However, if you don't, YOU will be
de-lighted."
Restaurant window
"Don't stand there and be hungry;
come on in and get fed up."
Front yard of a Funeral Home
"Drive carefully. We'll wait."
Propane Filling Station
"Thank Heaven for little grills."
Chicago Radiator Shop
"Best place in town to take a leak."

Jerry Mangas—Can anyone confirm this pic is actually from
Bindlach, maintenance? I will forward answer to Walter Elkins of
usagermany.com

Email and US Postal mailing of The HRA Monthly Newsletter
A short time back the Hof Reunion Association mailed to all current members the January and July Newsletter.
The purpose of the US Postal mailings was to provide information on the upcoming reunion; provide copies of the
Membership form, Registration form, Voting Ballot. And to provide the HRA Executive Board an opportunity to
interact with the membership by writing a personal article. These articles were informative in nature. Example
was a report by the Treasurer on the finical status of the HRA. Some were off key and would address subject
matter about Germany, Hof and other.
The distribution by US Postal mailing of the January and July Newsletter was determined to be outdated and
quite expensive, in that it could be efficiently emailed and at no cost. After this was put into usage, it has been
determine viable and practical. Another change soon transpired. The emailing of the January and July Newsletter
brought to light we could combine the Newsletter with the Weekly Update. By going to a Monthly publishing it
provided a means to expand the Weekly Update, provide a reference one could go to daily to obtain the necessary information needed and be able to print a copy of the forms any time needed.

Email—A few of the HRA members do not have email addresses.

As such, the HRA

Treasurer, Rosie Queen, has been mailing those members a copy of the Monthly Newsletter.

Printer—In the same light, some HRA Members do not have printers.

This pre-

sents a problem when it comes time to renew membership, to vote and to registrar
for the reunion. To request a copy of the forms you need, email me
(melvinhamill@msn.com or call (302) 698-1835) or Steve Murphrey ( hofreunion@nc.rr.com or call (919) 779-4482).

If you have questions on any subject, please bring it to our attention. Sometimes one cannot see
their hand before their face until it is pointed out. We, the HRA Board need your help.
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Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present

there are 137 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow
us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above link
and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in
Hof Germany and are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

Remember in Germany, beer was delivered
to the home. Well finally, finally, an apps
that will take care of home delivery.

Heineken.mp4

Trivial Question
When was the first Hof Reunion Association informative email sent, by whom and the Subject– Title of the email. For the answer you can find in two location on the web: Answer1, Answer2.
Answer—1st Daily Update, July 29, 2001. Published by Chuck Wilson.
The Daily Update has morphed into the Monthly Newsletter and today is the 772nd publication.
Again, if you have questions on any subject, please bring it to our attention. We, the HRA Board need your help.

Hof Reunion Association Web Site

Hof Reunion Association Forms

Hof Connection Newsletter

Membership Form

Hof Reunion Official History

Voting Ballot

Hof Air Station History

Registration Form

Constitution & Bylaws

Reunion Schedule of Events

Monthly Newsletter
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