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Board Members & Staff
Board:
Bill Ward — President
bward4@cfl.rr.com

John Lamb—1st Vice President
racerjl3@msn.com
Jim Riggin—2nd Vice President
jmriggin@yahoo.com

Bill Ward

John Lamb

Jim Riggin

Steve Murphrey

Melvin Hamill

Rosie Queen

Steve Murphrey—Adjutant
hofreunion@nc.rr.com

The Hof Reunion Association 2019 Site Voting
ends March 1. This is 30
days earlier than in past
years. It will give the
planners extra time to
contract for hotels, according to Steven Murphrey. You can vote right
now, right now.

Melvin Hamill—Secretary
hra@hofer1.com
Rosie Queen—Treasurer
leimitzer22@yahoo.com
Jerry Mangas—Webmaster
hofreunion@ptd.net
Walt Murch—Board Advisor
murchw@aol.com

Staff:

Jerry Mangas

Walt Murch

Francis Fukumoto—HRA Chaplain
joumc@aol.com

NEWSLETTER

Roger Gentilini—Sargent at
Arms
rjgentilini@live.com
Greg Krcma—Sergeant at Arms
santam@tm.net

You can find us on
the web at

hofreunion.com

Registration for the 2018
Reunion, Tunica Mississippi, closes July 5. I
have set up a website that
should answerer questions and help with signup. Please visit the website at hofer1.com.

Francis Fukumoto

Roger Gentilini

Xxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx

Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Dr
Apex, NC 27539
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Greg Krcma

The Hof Reunion Association
Monthly Newsletter is published the
first of each month. The Newsletter
is to inform and update. We would
like you to share your stories, news,
social events, recreational activities,
awards, milestones, memories, and
creative writings. You can reach me
at hra@hofer1.com or melvinhamill@msn.com or (302) 698-1835.
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This Adjutant report is compiled by Steven Murphrey. Steve is the person who receives all your mail. Our HRA address is: Hof Reunion
Association, 4001 Old Sturbridge Dr, Apex NC 27539. Mail which includes Membership Renewal, Roster Update, such as change of address, New Member, New Finds or Reconnected, Reunion Registration, Membership Renewal, Donations and Lost Members/Friends.
Steve is quit busy. He also keeps me update on projected and forecasted changes which I pass to you. After receiving and recording the
information, he then mails checks to Rosie Queen our Treasurer. This form is not the only one Steve keeps current. Other forms are:
Transmittal, Summary, Birthday-Anniversary, Registration and T-shirts. The most used is the Master Roster consisting of 336 current
members, plus Spouse/Friend and 2768 noncurrent or missing members. All this and Steve some how finds the time to keep track of the
upcoming reunion and planned reunions. Thank you Steve.

CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Zip
State Code

Last

First

Address

Frost

Jim

1184 Big Island Road Rutherfordtown NC

Hanna

Hoerath

hanne.hoerath@t-online.de

Roth

Willi

roth.niederbrechen@t-online.de

Sleeper

Ray

8489 Willet Lane

City

Reynoldsburg

OH

Telephone

Email

28139-

43068- (603) 677-6892

NEW MEMBERS
Last

First

Address

Zip
State Code

City

Telephone

Email

Telephone

Email

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
Last

First

Farris

Charles

Meier

Ron

Vallo

Dirk

Address

Zip
State Code

City

TUNICA - REGISTRATION -CANCELLATION
Last

First

Registrar

Davino

Barbara

January 5, 2018

Hamill

Melvin & Ilse

January 5, 2018

Murphery

Steve & Donna January 5, 2018

Cancelled

Remarks
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Last

First

Dues

Remarks

Brock

Dick

$20.00

FY18

Coey

Ronald

$20.00

FY18

Daniels

Donald

$20.00

FY18

Davino

Barbara

$20.00

FY18

Engelken

Dan

$20.00

FY18

Farris

Charles

$15.00

FY18

Fisher

Paul

$20.00

FY19

Gambone

Anthony

$40.00

FY19

Greene

Leroy

$20.00

FY18

Hamill

Ilse

$20.00

FY18

Keith

Robert

$40.00

FY19

Larimore

Jimmy

$20.00

FY19

McCabe

Charles

$20.00

FY20

McKinney

Tom

$40.00

FY20

Meeker

Doyle

$60.00

FY21

Meier

Ron

$60.00

FY20

Mossell

Ivey

Murray

Jo

WE18
$20.00

FY18

Nonnenmacher Robert

$20.00

FY18

Samberg

Robert

$20.00

FY18

Schefft

Paul

$20.00

FY24

Shockley

Charles

$20.00

FY18

Suriano

Marilyn

$20.00

FY18

DONATIONS
Last

First

Amount

Murray

Phil

$20.00

Kessler

Dolores

$50.00

Coey

Ronald

$10.00

Remarks

LOST MEMBERS
Final Flyby

Ladies Serving in Heaven

Robert Hoerath

Theresa Tweed
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Sandy Alekson - February 2, 1943
Ben Baker - February 27, 1935
Dick Brock - February 19, 1961
Sigrid Brown - February 26, 1935
Philip Carrico - February 25, 1947
Don Chesney - February 2, 1941
Sumner Collins - February 3, 1937
Laura Detzler - February 27, 1941
Tony Donofrio - February 17, 1942
Judy Hager - February 27, 1953
Margit Hale - February 16, 1939
Ilse Hamill - February 4, 1940
Inge Hinchey - February 19, 1937
Bill Holloway - February 9, 1940
Vickie Johnson - February 1, 1944
Dave L. Johnson - February 9, 1946
Briana Juergens - February 7, 1949
Ken Juergens - February 22, 1949
Catharine Kenish - February 6, 1948
Jimmy Larimore - February 11, 1950
John Meyers - February 13, 1942
Hilde Middendorf - February 27, 1941
Fred Middledorf - February 15, 1948
Karin Montie - February 28, 1945

John Motherway - February 27, 1949
Anna Müller - February 15, 1937
C. Wade Nottingham - February 26, 1942
Joseph Pecora - February 12, 1937
Madonna Poturalski - February 2, 1943
Heidi Pouch - February 3, 1946
Rose Marie Queen - February 10, 1946
Paul Schefft - February 18, 1945
Frieda Schuety - February 22, 1939
Christa Sikes - February 1, 1940
Michael G. Skowronski - February 19, 1937
Evi Stankich - February 11, 1940
Donald T Thomen - February 5, 1936
Dean Thompson - February 6, 1936
Janet Thompson - February 8, 1945
Hermine (Marie) Thrush - February 1, 1941
Bill Toni - February 11, 1937
Virginia "Ginny" Ward - February 19, 1937
Tresslar Way - February 3, 1942
Darlene Weaver - February 22, 1947
John R. Webb - February 27, 1948
Gene Wetzel - February 3, 1945
David Williams - February 1, 1947
Ursula Wilson - February 20, 1926
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Willies & Cathye Ballou - February 15, 1969
Philip & Kathryn Carrico - February 14, 1981
Bernard & Lisa Harland - February 8, 1964
Ken & Gay Kielbania - February 1, 1964
Greg & Sandy Krcma - February 3, 1968
Gary & Mary Lindquist - February 14, 1980
Charles & Renate Mattice - February 25, 1966
Tom & Jan McKinney - February 1, 1962
John & Deborah Meyers - February 16, 1980
John & Anni Motherway - February 20, 1988
Joe & Doris Novelli - February 10, 1962
Thomas & Ute Reczek - February 8, 1964
Dan & Carol Scanny - February 17, 1978
Loran & Estelle Unger - February 8, 1988
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Flyby List
Robert Hoerath, May 19, 1940—January 4, 2018

Spouses Serving in Heaven
Theresa Tweed, May 7, 1934—Dec 30, 2017
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Obituary
Theresa May Hymel Godt Tweed passed away on December 30, 2017 after a
lingering illness. She was born in New Orleans, Louisiana on May 7, 1934. Theresa was a
certified nurse’s assistant, a volunteer at Warner Robins Social Club, and a long-time
parishioner of Sacred Heart Catholic Church. She was a resident of Warner Robins for 37
years. She was a long-time breast cancer survivor and had been a member of Bosom
Buddies. She will be missed by those who knew and loved her. She was preceded in death
by her first husband Earl W. Godt, parents, Theophile “Dewey” and Edith Abreo Hymel, and
brothers, Albert, Earl, and Milton Hymel. She is survived by her husband, Dewey H. Tweed
of Warner Robins; sons, Earl W. Godt, II (Pamela) of Vashon, Washington, and Eric E. Godt
of Warner Robins; stepdaughter, Sharon Matsie of Warner Robins; stepson, Charles Tweed
of Phoenix, Arizona; sister, Lee Hymel Farringer of Dixo, Illinois; brother, Arthur Hymel (Joy)
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana; three grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren. Rosary with
visitation will be Sunday, January 21, 2018 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at McCullough
Funeral Home. A funeral mass will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, January 22, 2018 at
Sacred Heart Catholic Church. After the service, Theresa will be laid to rest in Magnolia Park
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully suggests memorial donations be given
in memory of Theresa M. Godt Tweed to the American Cancer Society 804 Cherry Street,
Suite A, Macon, GA 31201 or Heart of Georgia Hospice, 103 Westridge Drive, Warner Robins, GA 31088.

Robert Hörath May 19, 1940—January 4, 2018
The Hof Reunion Association is deeply saddened to inform you that
our beloved friend Robert Hoerath passed away in his sleep,
January 4, at 0530 German time. His passing was peaceful and
painless. He was with his beloved wife Hanna and two
grandchildren. You may send condolence to:
Hanna Hoerath
Goldammerweg #24
95119 Naila
Germany
Condolences was posted to the Frankpost, http://www.frankengedenkt.de/traueranzeige/robert-hoerath#/kondolenzbuch
Hanna: We understand how difficult these times are for you. We
want you to know that we as well as many members of the HOF
association also share your grief. It is not possible to be with you at
this time, but you may find comfort in knowing that Robert was
loved and respected by his many American friends. If the mark of a
good and great man can be judged by the number of his friends,
Robert had hundreds of friends and was certainly a great and highly
respected person. We share in your sadness at this time. Harry &
Jerri Rupprecht
To our Friends of the Hof Reunion Association,
We, the Hörath Family, would like to express our most sincere “THANK
you” and gratitude to our Friends of the Hof Reunion Association during
the loss of Robert. We thank you for your prayers, cards, flowers, the
beautiful wreath, phone calls and emotional support during this difficult
time. It was of great comfort to us, knowing Robert was loved by so
many, as he loved all of you.
Thank you,
Hanne Hörath and Family
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Video of Robert and Hanna dancing at 2016 Reunion.
Video also captured Tom and Monika Nickerson, past
president of HRA who passed away 2017 and others.
Photos Robert’s funeral., taken by Bruce Cook.

SICK CALL
Ingrid Lemke—Ron is having a heart valve replacement in
the morning, January 19, he has not been able to go from
one room to another without being able to breathe alright.
Please keep him in your prayers
Got Ron back in the hospital he is in intensive care he had
problem breathing, he’s on the breathing machine, has fluid around his lungs and also blood clots in the lungs. Prayers are needed .
Thank you dear friends
From the Hof Reunion Association, we are Praying for you
Ron and your Family.

Our beloved past 2005 HRA president, Jim Patterson has taken a turn for the worst. Jim has been living in the Sailors Retirement Home in Mississippi. No, he is not a past sailor, just liked the area
and family living close. Jim has stage 5 kidney failure. It is really
starting to catch up with him according to his daughter Deborah Patterson Bates. That is why he moved to Assisted Living and the next step is
Hospice. He can no longer travels to see his long time friend Ursula
(Uschy) Wilson and visit friends. Jim posted on the HRA Facebook Page
“ I am now in long term care and leaving Facebook and the Internet so
long”. I contacted his daughter and inquired if the HRA could help in
anyway possible and that we were thinking of Jim and praying that all
will go as he wishes. If you can, let him know we are thankful for all he
has done for us and we value his friendship. Even though Jim has indicated he is signing off of Facebook, he still has his smart phone, (228)
265-8168, j.patterson47@aol.com. Prayers for Jim and Family.
Send card to: Jim Patterson, 1800 Beach Drive MU2800, Gulfport , MS
39507
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MAN WALKS INTO CHICK-FIL-A: Is Completely Blown Away When He Saw This for Veterans
Chick-fil-A, the same fast-food outlet has once again
proved a positive to the world. This time it did so by
unveiling an amazing Veterans Day tribute that left
Georgia resident Eric Comfort in complete shock.
According to a Facebook post he published on Monday,
when he walked into a local Chick-fil-A, Comfort
discovered a "Missing Man Table" that contained a single
rose, a Bible and a folded American flag, as well as a
plaque within which was the following explanation: "This
table is reserved to honor our missing comrades in arms.
The tablecloth is white — symbolizing the purity of their
motives when answering the call of duty. The single red
rose, displayed in a vase, reminds us of the life of each of
the missing and their loved ones and friends of these
Americans who keep the faith, awaiting answers. The
vase is tied with a red ribbon, symbol of our continued
determination to account for our missing. A pinch of salt
symbolizes the tears endured by those missing and their
families who seek answers. The Bible represents the
strength gained through faith to sustain those lost from
our country, founded as one nation under God. The glass
is inverted — to symbolize their inability to share this
evening's toast. The chair is empty — they are missing."
After the story went viral, the store manager, Alex Korchan, explained to WSB that his team members had set up the table
because they "wanted to honor veterans." Furthermore, he offered free meals to all veterans and their family members on
Veterans Day. Korchan also put up a poster so that customers could write in the names of loved ones who they have lost.
"We've had a lot of people who have come in and seen it and been touched by it," Korchan continued. "It's been special to
see.”
Lt Col Mary Johnson, retired—owner of the Chick-Fil-A here in Dover, Delaware does the same. She has been on the front
line, outside the wire. Thank you from a Veterans. The photo is from the Dover Chick-Fil-A.
Does your Chick-Fil-A do the same? If not, take this article and present it to the owner of your Chick-Fil-A.
Out HRA Chaplain, Francis Fukumoto, presents at each HRA Reunion, a ceremony honoring our HRA members, spouses and
close friends, who have passed away during the present year or have been reported to us during the year. Also, he setups a
“Missing Man Table”. It is a moving ceremony and we thank you Francis for what you do today and all the times before.

JOHN—Mel, I just read your piece about you and Ilse… so true! My wife passed August 7, 1990 and it seems like yesterday…
I miss her now more than ever. I try to offer some ‘wisdom’ about life and their future to my five beautiful, healthy grandchildren… I do not know if it takes… there is so much more to tell… I guess they will have to find out themselves.
Mel, I would not trade my friendships made in the AF for anything… and the great people of Hof… and those of course that I
have met through HRA. Thanks for all you do and have done.
I need to know how much in arrears my dues are. I have had some health issues the passed year-and-a-half and have not
taken care of them. I so very much regret not being able to attend the reunion… I think so much of Robert and Hanna… I first
met them in 2002 at my first reunion… he took me to Naila the next day and his daughter opened her shop and gave me a
haircut… Thanks for listening, Mel! John Wible
MEL—Good to hear from you John. Truer words could not be spoken. Sometime I do not know if the Children are listening.
And then, some years later they amaze me by repeating the advice I gave so long ago. I do not bring it to their attention, but,
deep down inside I am proud of how far they have come and how far they will go, and that I was wrong, they do listen.
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Nice to Know
Trulicity Coupon & Discounts
By Margit Norwood

This prescription coupon can help, or hinder, so be on the lookout. I don't carry Medicare insurance for
drugs because I had paid in to Mailhandlers while working, and I kept paying my premiums after I retired.
In addition, I am covered by TRICARE for Life which pays after all other insurances have paid. If you are in
a similar situation, then you should question your pharmacy if you notice a higher co-pay all of a sudden. I
did this (not for the first time) after noticing that my co-pay was $25, when I had paid zero before for this particular drug. It
turned out that TRICARE did not pay because Mailhandlers had automatically attached a coupon and, because of this, I
suppose TRICARE felt that I had already been "helped" enough, and they did not pay the rest. The pharmacy was able to
remove Mailhandler’s coupon and after that, TRICARE paid the rest. I like $0 a lot more then $25.00.
By default, Google Chrome offers to
translate pages written in a language
that you don't understand. If Google
Chrome is not translating your websites from German or other languages automatically,
here is how to set it up.
1.

On your computer, open Google Chrome.

2.

At the top-right, click the three dots, then Settings.

3.

At the bottom, click Advanced.

4.

Under 'Languages', click Language.

5.

Tick or untick 'Offer to translate pages that aren't
in a language you read'. (if it is blue or to the right,
it is set to automatic).

The Miracle of Göltzschtal
It is the largest brick bridge in the world and is considered a landmark of the Vogtland: the Göltzschtalbrücke. It was built between
1846 and 1851 by hand! To this day, the bridge captivates people.
Margit Norwood stated, the HRA visited the bridge on one of our
Hof Reunions. Click on the title to go to web site.

Remembering
the Fabulous 50’s
The sound track is “Lost in the
Fifties Tonight (In the Still of the
Night)” by Ronnie Milap and it’s
perfect for this sweet little trip
back in time back to the Fifties.
Reacquaint yourself with old friends like Sea Monkeys, TV Dinners,
Gunsmoke and James Dean. I was especially excited to see those
crazy wax bottles filled with 100% artificial flavors. Anyone
remember their name? Ilse would like the Green Stamps to come
back. Click on the underlined above.
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See website: https://support.google.com/chrome/
answer/173424?co=GENIE.Platform%DDesktop&hl=enGB

I was talking to friends form the Hof Reunion Association yesterday and they wanted to know
how I coped with health problems.
•
•
•
•
•

For better digestion—I drink beer.
In the case of appetite loss, I drink white wine.
In the case of low blood pressure, I drink red
wine.
In the case of high blood pressure, I drink
scotch.
And when I have a cold, I drink Schnapps.

Uh! Mel, when do you drink water?
I’ve never been that sick.

"Call me Wärschtlamo" The city of Hof, Germany,
is especially known for its beer and its sausage. It
has the best of both.

And now you know the rest of the story
When I see the word Steiff, my first thoughts are Mecki and Micki, hedgehogs. This is a picture of Ilse’s Steiff Hedgehogs which is proudly displayed in our glassed oak cabinet along with humbles from Germany.
They were first designed in Germany in 1940 by the artist Ferdinand Diehl.
They became much more famous in the early 1950's with their regular appearance on the German TV magazine HORZU. This hedgehog family,
including the father (Mecki), mother (Micki), and their children (Macki and
Mucki) remain popular to this day, with "Mecki" fan clubs and merchandise available across Germany. The Diehl Film company from Munich
granted Steiff GmbH the licensing rights to produce the dolls in 1951, and
they have been a mainstay in the line to this day.
Mecki Introduces Himself 1952—This fun little puppet film explains the making of animated shorts featuring Mecki, a creation of the Paul, Ferdinand and Hermann Diehl.

During my research, I was amazed to learn the background of the Steiff: The Story. The story of an extra ordinary woman
and a unique company. The story of children’s dreams come true: As an energetic young girl, Margarete Steiff fought for her
place in life, against much resistance. With a pin cushion in the shape of a small stuffed elephant, she wrote the first chapter
of the unprecedented success story, which is still being continued today, over 100 years later.
I was even more amazed to find out Mecki and Micki are not the main stars of the Steiff Family History. Some of you visited
a museum in Hof, the Teddy Bear Museum. It was on Ludwigstraße, close to the Rathaus. Germany and the world grew to
love the Steiff Teddy Bear first designed in 1902. The breakthrough came when an American trader discovered the bears and
ordered 3,000 of them. The bears began an unprecedented selling success in the USA from 1906 under the name of Teddy
Bear - named after the American president Theodore ”Teddy“ Roosevelt.

Weather-on-line will take you throughout the world. The current page when open is Hof. You will see Weather yard (yard when translated from German to English is HOF) or Weather Hof if in German. It will translate if using Google. When open, look for the search window, “Das Wetter in… at the top. Type in the city or zip code or any location, and hit the magnifying glass to start the search. See the
bottom “weather-online”—We love weather for explanation. Vacation, Traveling, you will never have to wonder what the weather is at
location. You can select today, tomorrow, 4 days, etc. A fun website to surf. To open click on the above wetterOnline or the first word
in the paragraph.

Webcam- Hof Germany
Kreuzsteinstr

Every wonder where the webcam shots of Hof, Kreuzsteinstr comes from, well, wonder no longer. To start the webcam,
click one—24 hours 30 days 12 months Lifetime . The webcam shot opens at the end of the video. To restart the
video click the arrow to the left or click the photo. Each video selection will end at current time. Lifetime will take you back
three years. Not much snow in Hof the past 3 years.
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Your Membership Matters
•hofreunion.com
•hofer1.com
•Monthly Newsletter—Feb,
Mar and link at bottom of
this Newsletter
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your pass membership.
Our continued success is only possible due to your support. The HRA accepts membership renewals throughout the year. This year membership
dues are $20. FY17 membership expires January 1. A 90-day grace period
ends 1 April. We do not encourage renewing if you are current through FY20.
If unsure, email Steven Murphrey or call (919)
779-4482. You have experienced what many
will never understand, serving during a time
of war, The Cold War. It is through membership we can provide services and continued
dialog fostering Camaraderie only a Hofer understands, giving one great pride in self and
support to country.

Hof Reunion Association
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2018 Reunion - Resorts Casino Tunica
September 9—15, 2018
1100 Casino Strip Resort Blvd
Robinsonville, MS 38664
From Memphis, TN: Take Highway 61 South to Tunica County. Make a right onto Casino Strip Boulevard.
From Jackson, MS: Take I-55 North to Hernando Hwy. 304 (Exit 280) West. Continue until it turns into Casino Strip Boulevard.
Registration
The Reunion registration fee is $113.00 per person. Registration fee covers the cost of luncheon buffet, banquet meal
(drinks self-pay), program, entertainment and music, name tags, awards, printing of itinerary, tickets, and miscellaneous reunion and administrative expenses. Guests for Reunion, Buffet and Banquet are invited, encouraged, and welcome. CUTOFF
DATE: Reunion Registration July 5
Hotel Reservation
Reservations will be made by individual attendees directly with Resorts at (866) 706-7070 using group code provided by the
hotel Group Hotel Code: HOF. Room rates are subject to all applicable state and local taxes. Room Rate of $75.00 for Standard Rooms and $125.00 for Suites for Three (3) Days before the Event and Three (3) Days after the Event. First night room
and tax must be paid at the time the reservation is made. If not paid, the room will not be reserved. Cancellation policy is 48
hours prior to 1PM on day of arrival. If not cancelled by required cancellation time, then first night room and tax will not be
refunded. These rates are net of taxes and non-commissionable. A $50.00 deposit is required on all rooms including complimentary rooms with a credit card. CUTOFF DATE: Hotel Reservations by attendees must be received on or before Sunday,
August 26.

Schedule of Events (full schedule)
Date

Day

Start Time

Function

9/9/18

Sunday

13:00 and 17:00

Registration—Board Meeting

9/10/18

Monday

16:00

Membership Meeting

9/11/18

Tuesday

09:00—15:30

Tour 1 — City of Memphis Tour

9/12/18

Wednesday

12:00 and 18:00

Social Buffet— Group Dinner (invite friends)

9/13/18

Thursday

13:00— 17:30

Tour 2— Mississippi Riverboat Tour

9/14/18

Friday

15:00 and 18:00

Frauen Kaffee and Banquet (invite Friends)

9/15/18

Saturday

07:00—

Aufwiedersehen Breakfast
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TOUR 1

TOUR 2

City of Memphis

Mississippi Riverboat Cruise

September 11
09:00 - 15:45

September 13
13:00 - 17:30 PM

Memphis River Boats Sightseeing Cruise:

City of Memphis
•
•
•

Downtown Memphis

•
•
•

Cotton Row (Where Cotton is STILL King)

•
•

Lorraine Motel (The site of Dr. King’s Assassination)

•
•

Graceland

•
•
•

Sun Studio

The “Mighty” Mississippi

•

Learn about the history of the area on this sightseeing
adventure of Memphis with a cruise along the Mississippi River.

•

Along the cruise, you will experience many of the sights
seen by early Native Americans, explorers, and riverboat
men.

•

See the bluffs of Memphis from a spectacular vantage
point and learn about their significance throughout history.

•

Hear the heroic story of Tom Lee and the history behind
some of the oldest bridges in the lower Mississippi.

•

You'll also learn about many Civil War river battles as
well as the heritage of the river, and see the Memphis
Pyramid, Mud Island River Park, and so much more!

Beale Street (Stop to see World Famous “Home of the
Blues”)

Victorian Village (Homes constructed in the early 1800s)

I-40 Welcome Center (stop to see two Kings, B.B. King
and Elvis Presley)
St. Jude Children’s Hospital (Stop at the pavilion where
Danny Thomas is entombed)
Peabody Hotel (Stop to see the March of the World Famous Ducks)
Memphis Pyramid / Bass Pro Shop

After the tour, 2 hours to explore Beale Street and enjoy
a nice lunch (self-pay) at one of the great restaurants

Gildan Unisex polo shirts, w/collar
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Proposed HRA Site Locations for 2019—From the desk of John Lamb, Happy New Year to ALL!! Our Thoughts and Prayers go out to all who are going through
tough times with medical issues. Wish nothing but the best outcomes for all. Unfortunately, time is beginning to take a toll on us all. Now is the time for you, the membership, to vote for one of the proposed Reunion sites for 2019. I personally think any
one of the sites will provide an excellent base for our reunion in 2019. When the
votes of the membership have selected the 2019 site the Board will begin the process
to finalize the arrangements. I thank Mel Hamill who was a tremendous help in
providing the internet links for each site.

Omaha Nebraska - Founded in 1854, the city of Omaha has always been a dynamic, energetic city continually transforming itself. Whether it was the Native American Indian tribes, pioneers, railroad laborers or meat packers, everyone who came to call
Omaha home helped shape its current cultural diversity, hard work
ethic and friendly demeanor. Named after an American Indian Tribe,
Omaha means "Those going against the wind or current", Omahans
proudly continue to live up to the name. Omaha Restaurants - steaks
are just the tip of the culinary iceberg, Omaha’s dining experience
ranges from innovated chef-created cuisine, sidewalk cafes and burger
joints to delicious drive-throughs, sweet shops and ethnic eateries. Find a whole world of flavors, from Mexican, Italian and French to German, Greek and Asian – each with their own
twist on the classics. Things to do - Omaha Arts & Culture - From public art displays spread throughout the city to contemporary art centers, award-winning museums, local galleries and hands-on interactive art
houses, Omaha's creative spirit is contagious. Germans in Omaha immigrated to the city
in Nebraska from its earliest days of founding in 1854, in the years after the Revolutions of
1848 in the German states. They continued to immigrate to Omaha in large numbers later
in the 19th century, when many came from Bavaria and southern Germany. Germans created and maintained a high cultural, social and political profile locally and nationally
through the 1930s. In 1890, Germans comprised 23% of Omaha's population.[1] By 1910,
57.4% of Omaha's total population of more than 124,000 were of German descent. Omaha’s German-American Society
(German dinner and Entertainment). Point of interest we
will look at for the reunion - Strategic Air Command (SAC)
and Aerospace Museum, Offutt Air Force Base Tour Boys
Town Campus, National Historic Landmark District. Henry Doorly zoo, one of the finest zoos in the country; the
Lauritzen Botanical Gardens and Conservatory; Mormon
Trail Center; Holland Performing Arts Center; Union Pacific Museum; Nebraska Furniture Mart (one of the largest furniture and electronics stores in the country); Borsheim’s Jewelry (one of the most prestigious and largest in
the country); Heartland of America Park (downtown and along the riverfront); and, of course, the Old Market area, with
wonderful shopping and restaurants.

Dayton, Ohio - Dayton offers both a revamped downtown area full of unique activities, and suburbs that provide close(Continued on page 18)

17

(Continued from page 17)

knit communities for the many who call the region home. As the hometown of
first flyers Orville and Wilbur Wright, as well as the Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, Ohio's
sixth-largest
metro area is
rich in aviation
history. Aviation enthusiasts will appreciate the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park,
the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force and the Wright
Brothers National Memorial. Football Hall of Fame are you
ready to experience America's premier sports museum and
showplace? It's more than a museum -it's an interactive experience! The Pro Football Hall of Fame is a one-of-a-kind
attraction for students, seniors. and everyone in-between. Other
sites to see during your visit to Ohio - Rock and Roll Hall or visit
Amish Country.

Fredericksburg, Virginia - is an independent city located
in the Commonwealth of Virginia in the Eastern United States. Located 45
miles (72
km)
south of
Washington,
D.C. and
58 miles (93 km) north of Richmond, Fredericksburg is part of the
Northern Virginia region. The more modern influences of shopping, arts and culture, wineries, golf, culinary expertise and outdoor adventure blend with the region’s rich heritage to create a
distinctive escape, unique to Fredericksburg. Come to the Fredericksburg Area for
the TIMELESS experience that awaits
you. So many sites
to visit, here are just a few: The National Air and Space Museum of
the Smithsonian Institution, also called the NASM, is a museum
in Washington, D.C. It holds the largest collection of historic aircraft and spacecraft in the world. It was established in 1946 as
the National Air Museum and opened its main building on the National
Mall near L'Enfant Plaza in 1976. In 2016, the museum saw approximately 7.5
million visitors, making it the second most visited museum in the world, and
the most visited museum in the United States. Mount Vernon was the plantation house of George Washington, the first President of the United States, and
his wife, Martha Dandridge Custis Washington. The estate is situated on the banks of the Potomac River in Fairfax County,
Virginia, near Alexandria, across from Prince George's County, Maryland. Mount Vernon was designated a National Historic
Landmark in 1960 and is today listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is still owned and maintained in trust by
The Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, and is open every day of the year, including Thanksgiving Day, Christmas
(Continued on page 19)

18

(Continued from page 18)

Day and New Year's Day. Allowing the public to see the estate is not an innovation, but part of a 200-year-old tradition
started by George Washington himself. In 1794 he wrote: "I have no objection to any sober or orderly person's gratifying
their curiosity in viewing the buildings, Gardens, &ca. about Mount Vernon. Viet Nam Memorial - Located north of the Lincoln Memorial near the intersection of 22nd St. and Constitution Ave. NW, Washington DC. The memorial includes the
names of over 58,000 servicemen and women who gave their lives in service in the Vietnam Conflict. The memorial also includes "The Three Servicemen" statue and the “Vietnam Women's Memorial”. In an era of universal polemics and political
unrest – with no thought of glory, with no fanfare or public notice – 265,000 women volunteered to go where they were
needed, to do what was needed. The era was known as Vietnam, and these young women, most in their 20s, risked their
lives to care for our country's wounded and dying. Their humanity and compassion equaled their lifesaving and comforting
skills.
As for the locations, any would be great places to visit. The sites to tour and visit are unlimited and will be decided by your
feedback, a family affair. Remember it is you the members who make our reunions possible. The Board and Reunion Committee have and always act in your behalf. Whatever the outcome of the voting, you can be assured we will pursue the
planning for the venue with you in mind. Come join us. Here are several different means to vote: phone— (919) 779-4482,
email—hofreunion@nc.rr.com, web site—Hofer1.com, votie page or mail in Voting Form (all are links, click on one).
I am looking forward to beginning the preparations for 2019. Remember the voting began on Jan 1st and ends March 1.
Hope to see you all in Tunica, MS.
Dear Melvin,
First, a happy New Year to you and all Members of the Hof Reunion! Thank you very
much for the Newsletter. I have good News for you. The Fernweh-Park has changed
location. Now it is in the little Village named "Markt Oberkotzau", only 8 kilometers
from Hof. The reason: Many posts were broken, 17 years wood in wet earth was not
good. Many of the posts had fallen down. Now, the Fernweh-Park is bigger, greater grandiose - with an Amphitheater in the front and has 60 car and buses space. All
this was not possible in Hof. See the NEW FERNWEH-PARK on the new website fernweh-park.de. See the new appearance by this LINK: https://www.fernweh-park.de/2017/11/bildimpressionen-aus-demneuen-fernweh-park-aktuelles-escheinungsbild/. Television and many press reports have already reported, see: FernwehPark Website https://www.fernweh-park.de PART: PRESSE/TV See Link: https://www.fernweh-park.de/presse-tv/. Also, all
Signs from the Hof Reunion have been moved as of last years. It looks so great!!! The new Fernweh-Park is the great Tourist
attraction of the district Hof. The official inauguration, the Grand OPENING, is May 18. 2018! Now my Question: At what
time do you plan to visit Hof - and the NEW FERNWEH-PARK? Before the opening, if it is possible, I hope you can ask the
HRA members to send me more city signs and street signs - to make the "AMERICA -Street" in the new Fernweh-Park greater for the inauguration with television, press and Stars. It would be so nice. Thank you very much. Please, send this mail to
all members and friends in beautiful America. Sorry for my bad English. Please send the signs to the Organization office
"Fernweh-Park":

Organisationsbüro Fernweh-Park
Klaus Beer
Ernst-Reuter-Str. 54
95032 Hof
Germany
When possible, email a picture of the sign (when you get it in USA from Lord mayor, City hall etc.) to
k.beer@signsoffame.de for our Fernweh-park Website Story. You will get in return, when the sign has arrived, a picture of
me in front of the scenery of the Fernweh-Park and a press report for the City, where the signs come from. Thank you very
much and a I wish all Hof Reunion members and friends a great and healthy 2018, it`s the most important thing.
Warm regards
Klaus - many greetings also from my wife Erika.
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Site Selection
Reunion Site Locations, you select:

Fredericksburg, VA
Omaha, NE
Dayton, OH
The 2019 Site selection vote started January 1 and ends March 1.

Every vote counts. Contact a
Hofer, get out the vote

Four methods to vote
1. Web Site— Hofer1, Voting Page

The dates of the
2019 Reunion
September 9-15

2. Mail— Voting Ballet
3. Email— hofreunion@nc.rr.com
(Steven Murphrey)
4. Phone— (9819) 779-4482
(Steven Murphrey)

Hof Reunion Association
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Sebastian’s Schnitzelhaus—favorite
43 Fort Dix St., Wrightstown, NJ, enjoysebastians.com. Ilse and I are going to
celebrate her birthday here. Love the
salad, love all the food. We will sped the
night at McGuire AFB and then visit her
sister and brother-law to celebrate their
Anniversary . Looking forward to a great
2 days of food and friends. What is your
favorite Restaurant—place to eat?
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Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At present

there are 137 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and post on the HRA Facebook page and follow
us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above link
and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in
Hof Germany and are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.

February 1, 2003 - Sixteen minutes before it was scheduled
to land, the Space Shuttle Columbia broke apart in flight
over west Texas, killing all seven crew members. The accident may have resulted from damage caused during liftoff
when a piece of insulating foam from the external fuel tank
broke off, piercing a hole in the shuttle's left wing that allowed hot gases to penetrate the wing upon re-entry into the
Earth's atmosphere. This was the second space shuttle lost in
flight. In January 1986, Challenger exploded during liftoff.

Can’t remember the months that have 31 days
Try this, make a fist. Start counting your knuckles, begin with January then between the knuckles,
February, Continue to the next hand. Each knuckle is 31 days.

Trivial Question
When was the first Hof Reunion Association informative email sent, by whom and the Subject– Title
of the email. For the answer you can find in two location on the web: Answer1, Answer2

Hof Reunion Association Web Site

Reunion Forms

Hof Connection Newsletter
Hof Reunion Official History

Membership Form

Hof Air Station History

Voting Ballot

Constitution & Bylaws

Registration Form

Monthly Newsletter

Reunion Schedule of Events
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