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Greg Krcma

Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Dr
Apex, NC 27539

Kenneth & Judy Hager - December 5, 1986
Douglas & Vicki Wampole - December 8, 1979
Heidemarie & Larry Prince - December 16, 1966
Dick & Shirly Herbert - December 17, 1966
Charles & Elke Isaacs - December 19, 1964
Francis M.C. & Janet Thompson - December 22, 1989

Robert & Alice Denman - December 26, 1980
Robert & Marie Thrush - December 27, 1962
Michael & Kathy Bussiere - December 27, 1969
Larry & Jane Davis - December 27, 1969
Gordon & Margaret Schultz - December 28, 1968
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From the Hof Reunion Association

Len Montie - December 1, 1942
Larry Davis - December 3, 1948
Patti Resnick - December 4, 1943
Cathye Ballou - December 4, 1947
Margaret Schultz - December 4, 1948
Dr. John Williams - December 5, 1942
Robert Conard - December 6, 1945
Dwayne Jenik - December 7, 1938
Ute Reczek - December 7, 1938
Frieda Alliston - December 7, 1942
Lawrence "Larry" Berger - December 8, 1940
Chuck Garbers - December 10, 1937
Lilo Sherwood - December 10, 1943
Bonnie Norman - December 10, 1956
Barbara Chapman - December 11, 1949
Jackson Simpson - December 12, 1935
Robert Thrush - December 12, 1937
Claude Spicer - December 13, 1929
Robert Rankin - December 13, 1933
Brent Anderson - December 13, 1941
Anni Motherway - December 14, 1941

Kathleen Gray - December 15, 1945
Henry Quarterman - December 16, 1929
Elke Isaacs - December 17, 1944
Dot Olson - December 18, 1945
Lorna Geigley - December 18, 1947
Christa "Schoerner" Bienko - December 19, 1942
Chet Zaremba - December 19, 1945
Charles Shockley - December 21, 1939
Bruce Gallagher - December 22, 1938
Eleanor Higginbotham - December 22, 1941
Charles Isaacs - December 25, 1941
Noel Sinchak - December 25, 1941
Christa Fahrbach - December 26, 1936
Glenn Kohlerschmidt - December 26, 1947
Tony Cameron - December 27, 1942
Paul Olsen - December 27, 1945
Carl D. Smith - December 28, 1939
Lonnie Henderson - December 29, 1940
Jerry Hensley - December 30, 1944
Harold Olson - December 31, 1942
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Flyby List
Louis S. DeMarco
Thomas J. Kamm
Ronald E. Woods

Spouses Serving in Heaven
NONE
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This was passed to me by Helga Haese, who lives in Germany. She worked at Döebraberg site for many years, until it closed.
Thank you Helga.

Hello Mel,
I just read on Facebook that Louis S. DiMarco passed away on 17 Nov 2017. He was the Detachment Commander of 1945-22A
Communications Detachment at Doebraberg. (around 1972)
Helga

Louis DiMarco, son
"My Dad, CMSGT Louis S. DiMarco, USAF, passed last Friday, 17 November. He was 87. It was unexpected because he was in
generally excellent health, but it is part of life. He lived with Joyce and I the last twelve years and during that time he became
much more than a Dad --he was our partner, mentor and friend. We were lucky for the time we had with him and he will always be the leader of our family. God Bless Him.

Obituary
Louis S Dimarco
(November 9, 1930 - November 17, 2017)
Chief Master Sergeant Louis Savino Di Marco, 87, of Easton, Kansas, passed away on
November 17, 2017. A Rosary will be at 5pm followed by Visitation until 7pm, November 28, at Davis Funeral Home in Leavenworth, Kansas. A Funeral Mass will be
held at 930am, November 29, at Pioneer Chapel on Fort Leavenworth, followed by a
burial at the Leavenworth National Cemetery at 11am, with Father Jeff Horton of
Saint Ignatius Parish officiating. Arrangements are by Davis Funeral Home. Louis was
born in Capistrano, Italy to Palmerina and Amerigo Di Marco on November 9, 1930.
He came to the United States at the age of three and was raised in Brooklyn, New
York. He graduated from East New York Vocational High School in 1949. He married
Anna Maria Senoner on 3 July 1959 in Kaiserslauten, Germany. He enlisted in the US
Air Force in 1949 and served for twenty-eight years as a radio/electronics technician.
He retired from the Air Force in 1977 as a Chief Master Sergeant and made a home
with his family in Hopatcong, New Jersey. He worked for 15 years for the New Jersey
State Department of Transportation as an Electrical Shop Foreman. He was a veteran of the Korean and Vietnam Wars. In 2004 he and Anna moved to Easton, Kansas
to live with his son Louis A. and his family. Louis is preceded in death by his wife Anna. Louis is survived by his sons, LTC (Ret) Louis A. Di Marco, US Army, Christian J.
DiMarco, and LTC (Ret) Anthony V. Di Marco, US Air Force; daughter-in-law COL
(Ret) Joyce P. Di Marco, US Army; his brother, David Di Marco; and grandchildren
CAPT Cara M. Averna (Di Marco), US Air Force, 1LT Regina A. Castanzo (Di Marco),
US Army, Vanessa Di Marco, and Derrick Di Marco. Pallbearers will be Louis A., Christian, Anthony, David, Dino and Michael Di Marco. Memorials may be given to the
Archdiocese for the Military Services or The Wounded Warriors Project. The family
of Louis S. Di Marco wishes to extend our sincere thanks to the Leavenworth County Sheriff's Department, Davis Funeral
Home, the Staff of the Leavenworth National Cemetery and Saint Ignatius Parish at Fort Leavenworth for their professionalism
and support.
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Obituary

Thomas “Tom” Kamm
1941 Columbus, Nebraska
March 1, 2016, Denver Colorado

Born in 1941 in Columbus Nebraska to Agnes and John Kamm. He came from a military family. His father was a WWI Army Combat Veteran, his sister, Maxine, was a nurse in the Army Air Corps, and his
brothers, John and Robert, were both in the U.S. Air Force. He also had a sister, Vernetta, who was a
pediatric nurse. He died suddenly and unexpectedly on March 1, 2016 at his home.
Tom enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and was stationed at Hof Air Base in Hof, Germany where he learned
Russian and German and met many Fräulein while serving in the 6915th Security Squadron.
After the military, Tom did many things before starting All-States Cremation and All Veterans Funeral &
Cremation:
Beef hauler for Omaha stockyards
Beer truck driver in Chicago
Owned a small grocery store in Chicago
Pharmaceutical Rep.
Industrial Chemical Consultant
Graduated from Worsham College of Mortuary Science
Received his MBA from University of Nebraska
City Manager of: Buffalo, IA, Fulton, IL, and Cedarburg, WI
Democratic County Chairman in Iowa and dined with Jimmy Carter at the White House
After all of this he found his purpose and passion in life: helping families and veterans when there has been a death. He used
to tell everyone that worked for him, “treat every family like they spent $10,000. Be kind and caring.”
After working at a large funeral home in Denver, Tom realized that many families did not want expensive funerals– they wanted a simpler way. Therefore, he started All-States Cremation in 1986. He started All Veterans Burial & cremation in 1989 after
seeing how veterans were not given the honor and care they deserved. Tom is known as a legend in this industry around the
country.
He will be missed by many including his wife, Diane, travel buddy of 49 years (who still does not believe he is gone, because
she feels he is still with her). His son, John (his first born), who he called his “John-John,” his wife Ruby and their daughter
little Diane. His precious daughter, Tommie, who he called his “Tommie Girl” is carrying on his mission with All-States Cremation and All Veterans. His youngest, Alistair, who he always called his “little one” and his wife, Jessica, and their daughter Riana. Alistair is also carrying on Tom’s mission with All-States Cremation and All Veterans.
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Obituary

Ronald Edward Woods
October 27, 1936—November 11, 2017

In the loving presence of his beloved wife Margaret and their daughter Kelley Lancaster, Ronald Edward Woods, 81, of Jacksonville, completed his journey on this earth and was welcomed with joy into the Kingdom of Heaven on November 11, 2017. Ron,
the son of Thomas Baynard and Imogene Woods, was born on October 27, 1936 and raised in Atlanta, Georgia. After graduating from high school, he enlisted in the United States Air Force and was stationed in Hof Germany where he served as a linguist for several years. When he returned stateside, he met the love of his life, Margaret Gibbs, a nursing student at Crawford
Long Hospital in Atlanta. They married six months later and shared almost 56 of years of life and love together. He also retired
after 36 years with CSX railroad.
Ron will be remembered by all first and foremost as a man of God. His faith was the foundation of everything in his life. He was
active in his church as a leader of the youth and young adult groups, and as a Sunday school teacher. He studied the Bible daily,
taught, and touched many lives. That faith is now his living legacy. He will also be celebrated for his wisdom, generous heart,
tireless work, and his incredible sense of humor that brightened our lives.
Ron leaves to remember and treasure him his wife Margaret (Gibbs) Woods; his children Kim (Woods) Meirow (Michael), Kelley (Woods) Lancaster (Tom), and Kendall Woods (Jami). He also leaves his grandchildren Kasey (Yaeger) Winter (Dean),
Matthew Woods, William Woods, Jordan Meirow (Lisa) and Eden Meirow.

Thank you Charles Higginbotham for email Ronald’s passing.
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SICK CALL
I received a call from Hilde Middendorf yesterday and today, November 23
and 24. Robert Hoerath, our Germany Affairs Representative and contact
for all actions in Germany, today had an operation. For the past months,
Robert has been losing weight. Since the Albuquerque reunion, September
9-15, he has lost 48 pounds. At first the doctors could not determine what
was going on. He progressed to large weight loss and loss of strength. At
first, he had a problem urinating. Almost all older men have some trouble
with starting urination. He was in the hospital for test and evaluation. Then he went home. Apparently, his white blood cells were off, preventing the doctors from operating. But he got worse which forced the
doctors to operate. What I understand the operation went well. They
found a tumor in his bladder. It is too early to foretell the long-range results. As I receive updates, I will pass on.
All who know Robert and Hanna have grown to value and appreciate all they do for the Hof Reunion Association. It was Robert
and Hanna who set up and coordinated the reunions in Hof. They have been with us every step of the way. Robert is a true
friend, a member of our family. Please keep him in your prayers. If you would like to send him an email, robert.hoerath@tonline.de or a card, Robert Hoerath, Goldammerweg 24, D95119 Naila, Germany. I am sure he would love to hear from you.
Hi Robert, Mell Hamill tells me that you are having some difficult medical times. I hope that everything is soon better and that
you are quickley up and about. Robert, we were so sad that we were unable to attend the HOF reunion in Albuquerque this
year. We had planned on driving from Maryland to Albuquerque and we bought a new car ( Cadillac XTS) just to make the trip
safely. It would have been over 4,000 miles because we also wanted to go to Colorado Springs and visit my brother, Lloyd. You
met him when we had the reunion in Colorado Springs, but that was several years ago and there were a lot of people there.
Sadly Lloyd died on 29 July this year so we had to fly to Colorado and then back home to here in Maryland. Then I had some
serious medical problems and I was under a medical driving restriction for 90 days. That resulted in cancelling the driving trip to
the HOF reunion. I think I am OK now, except for a bladder problem that keeps me up a good bit during the night sleeping
times. Well, so much for me. I understand you had a tumor in your bladder. I may have the same problem, but we don't know. I
hope that your operation was successful and that you will soon be able to have a refreshing Kulmbacher product !! We plan on
making the 2018 HOF reunion, and are looking forward to seeing you and all of our friends. Several years ago I had a cancer
operation on the back of my head. That cancer operation immediately caused me to have seizures. The first one was 12 hours
after the operation, and several subsequent ones since then. Each time I lose my driving privileges for 90 days. Did you know
my good friend Manfred Grenz from Helmbrechts? He had an accident in December and passed away in January.
Well, Jerri & I really hope you are better soon, and we are looking forward to seeing you in 2018. We send warmest greetings.
Harry Rupprecht

Thanks for letting us know, they both are super nice people. We will send some speedy recovery mail to them. Margit and
Pete Payne
Rosie Queen, I just spoke to Hanna Hörath, she wanted me to know that Robert came through surgery fine. They removed the Tumor from
the bladder, unplugged his Prostata and he now is able to have a regular catheter, instead of a stomach tube. Monday they will meet with
the Dr’s to find out what the next step is. His Diabetes is well under control and Hanna said he lost 24 Kilo, or, 48 pounds. Hanna asked me
to tell you that he is doing much better. She said she is comforted it by the thought that we are keeping them in our thoughts and prayers.

UPDATE—November 27, We talked to Hanna this morning, Robert is in the Hospital in Hof, he is to be operated on to remove
his Bladder. Don't know when the operation is to take place, but soon. He has lost 48 pounds, not 84, again that is 48 pounds.
He was not feeling well before and during the Reunion in Albuquerque, but wanted to see all his friends, so they made the trip
to the Reunion. Good news is the Cancer has not spread.
Jim and Traudl Riggin
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SICK CALL
Hello you two in Germany.
We have heard that Robert is not feeling too well right now. We really hope that things are getting better. We also have our
bad and good days. I am surprised that it took so long, until they found what was going on with Robert.
But thank God they finally found it and could fix it.
Pete and I wish you a hearty Christmas party, and only health.
Margit and Pete Payne, in Lincoln Neb.
November 25—Dewey Tweey , Need some prayers for my wife Theresa, who was admitted to the
hospital this afternoon. She is on oxygen and resting comfortably. She was breathing better tonight and in good spirits.
November 26—No change. They are trying a different drip to bring her heart rate down. If that
doesn’t work, they’ll shock it into rhythm Monday.
You can send an email at dtweed@windstream.net.
November 27, The cardiologist tried 3 times this morning to shock Theresa’s heart back into
rhythm but was not successful. They will continue with the Multaq drip and try again on Wed.

Margit Norwood Dewey, my thoughts and prayers are with you and Theresa. It doesn't seem all that long ago that Theresa was
in Macon for treatment. At least she is a bit closer to home now, in Warner Robins-- it makes visiting easier. You two are going
through some tough times and I'm rooting for you!
Thomas Mikloiche Our prayers are with you both in this time of trouble.
Aggie Pace Sending Prayers to both of them.
Jerry Middendorf May the hand of God touch and heal Theresa. Be strong. The HRA family is with you. Sending thoughts and
prayers for Theresa, you and your Family. Keep us/HRA in the loop on Theresa prognosis. Hilde and Jerry.
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Administrative Housekeeping
CORRECTION: ADDRESS/TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL
Last
Russell

First

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Tele-

Email
russcahof@gmail.com

Callen (C.A.)

NEW MEMBERS
Last

First

Address

City

State

Zip Code

Tele-

Email

Zip Code

Tele-

Email

NEW FIND/RECONNECTED
Last

First

Address

City

State

TUNICA - REGISTRATION -CANCELLATION
Last

First

Registrar

Cancelled

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Last

First

Dues

Remarks

Tweed

Dewey

$20.00

FY18

Dorsch

John

$20.00

FY18

DONATIONS
Last

First

Amount

Remarks
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Remarks

To sign up click the link left, free of charge. These are ePapers.
See below what you get for free. You can also subscribe to the
Stars and Stripes daily.

Sign Up For Free

To see the ePapers which is the full Stars and Stripes, click on the link
https://www.stripes.com/epaper, no charge.
Melvin,
The November newsletter is one of the best newsletters ever. All the other editors have done very good jobs, but your idea to
have people share their stories has produced exceptional stories.
And thanks for sharing your work about Emma. There is nothing like a life that is recorded in writing. You can live it many
times...
My mother in law came across near Selbitz after the war. In 2012 taking a break from beer tasting the two of us walked along
with a friend, Jack Adams, to the see the building where a woman lived who put Ernestine up for a couple of days after her ordeal of a journey.
I will see if Heidi agrees to writing it up for the newsletter. It will have to happen next year as she is off to Wien until the middle
of January. I will join her for Christmas and New Years after she gets her fill of Oper and classical music.
That's all for now
Malcolm Gaissert

Thanks for the kind words Malcolm.
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Your Membership Matters
•hofreunion.com
•hofer1.com (open 1 January)
•Monthly Newsletter—Dec,
Jan, Feb, Mar and link at
bottom of each Newsletter

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your pass membership.
Our continued success is only possible due to your support. The HRA accepts membership renewal’s throughout the year. This year membership
dues are $20. FY17 membership expires January 1. A 90 day grace period
ends 1 April. We do not encourage renewing if you are current through FY20.
If unsure, email Steven Murphrey or call
(919) 779-4482. You have experienced what
many will never understand, serving during a
time of war, The Cold War. It is through membership we are able to provide services and
continued dialog fostering Camaraderie only
a Hofer understands, giving one great pride in
self and support to country.

We can’t do it without you, and we don’t want to do it without
you! Please take this opportunity to renew your membership.
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A Chronology of the Air Force Enlisted Chevrons
The Air University published this chronology of the Air Force Enlisted Chevrons. It is a short but detailed history of the Air
Force enlisted rank starting when the Air Force became a separate service September 18, 1947 to the last change in enlisted
rank, Chief Master Sargent of the Air Force chevron, November 1, 2005. You might also find “The Evolution of Airmen, Conversations with the Chief Master Sergeants of the Air Force” interesting. It briefly covers the beginning of the Air Force, plus
interviews with Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force (CMSAF)s.
The below chart of enlisted rank (Insignias, Titles and More) are web links.
E-2

E-3

E-4

E-5

E-6

E-7

E-8

E-9

E-9

E-9

Airman

Airman
First
Class

Senior
Airman

Staff
Sergeant

Technical
Sergeant

Master
Sergeant

Senior
Master
Sergeant

Chief
Master
Sergeant

Command
Chief Master Sergeant

Chief
Master
Sergeant
Of The
Air Force

E-1

No
Strip

Airman
Basic

Airman
Third
Class

Airman
Second

Airman
First
Class

AB

Amn

A1C

SrA

SSgt

TSgt

MSgt

SMSgt

CMSgt

CCM

CMSAG

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

[more]

Defense Finance and Accounting Service provides payment services to the Department of Defense.

I found

it interesting to see the change in pay scale. In my case it would be 1964 to 1994. 1964 the monthly base pay for E1 was
$78.00. When I arrived in Hof, 1965 I received $22 every two weeks. I was supporting my mother and she received part of my
pay. 2017 an E1’s monthly base pay is $1479.30. That is 19 times more than I received in 1964, or 19 months to earn one
months pay today. Boy, could I ever buy a suit form Alexanders’ in Hof. Shot, I could buy a suit, or 2 or 3, every month.
Military Pay Charts - 1949 to 2017 (click on one of the dates to open). Pay tables are presented in pdf (Acrobat) format. Free
viewer software is available online.

1949-1969
Oct 1, 1949
May 1, 1952
Apr 1, 1955
Jun 1, 1958
Oct 1, 1963
Sep 1, 1964
Sep 1, 1965
Jul 1, 1966
Oct 1, 1967
Jul 1, 1968
Jul 1, 1969

1970-1979
Jan 1, 1970
Jan 1, 1971
Oct 1, 1971
Jan 1, 1972
Oct 1, 1972
Oct 1, 1973
Oct 1, 1974
Oct 1, 1975
Oct 1, 1976
Oct 1, 1977
Oct 1, 1978
Oct 1, 1979

1980-1989

Oct 1, 1980
Oct 1, 1981
Oct 1, 1982
Jan 1, 1984
Jan 1, 1985
Jan 1, 1987
Jan 1, 1988
Jan 1, 1989

1990-1999

Jan 1, 1990
Jan 1, 1991
Jan 1, 1992
Jan 1, 1993
Jan 1, 1994
Jan 1, 1995
Jan 1, 1996
Jan 1, 1997
Jan 1, 1998
Jan 1, 1999
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2000-2009

Jan 1, 2000
Jul 1, 2000
Jan 1, 2001
Jul 1, 2001
Jan 1, 2002
Jan 1, 2003
Jan 1, 2004
Jan 1, 2005
Jan 1, 2006
Jan 1, 2007
Apr 1, 2007
Jan 1, 2008
Jan 1, 2009

2010-Present

Jan 1, 2010
Jan 1, 2011
Jan 1, 2012
Jan 1. 2013
Jan 1, 2014
Jan 1, 2015
Jan 1, 2016
Jan. 1, 2017
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From: Jerry Middenforf
Jim Clark, former co-worker and colleague (Defense Security Service) advised his father (Buel Clark (1928 – 1957) was in Hof,
Germany Circa 1950/1951. US Army (1948 – 1952 – Radio Reconnaissance Operator). The Captions on the photos are from Jim
Clark. I do not have Jim’s email address, but he is on Facebook.
BUEL CLARK – RIGHT SIDE OF PHOTO

BUEL CLARK - SNOWY ROAD NEAR THE OLD HOF AIRPORT.

Jerry Mangas, that was about the time there was not enough room in the Kaserne for all of the occupation troops stationed in
an around Hof and some slept in tents IN THE SNOW out in the wooded area beyond what was then the Flugplatz. I think part
of the Kaserne was still used at that time as a hospital for wounded WW II German vets and for some POW's being returned
(still, from Soviet POW camps). 28th Constabulary would have been there and an ASA company or two, plus the 603rd TC&W
unless they were still at the Villa. The 114th Sig Sc Co (An ASA outfit) was relocated to Kingsley Barracks Hof from 5/51-10/51,to
be "close" to the border (Is 5KM close enough?). Replaced by the 116/332 2/52-11/52. These guys slept in pup tents in the
pines since there was no room at the Inn.

Not a story yet. Just a note. A fellow church choir member and I conducted the ‘flag
ceremony’ on Veteran’s Sunday at church. Our little church in Palm Coast, Florida
salutes America’s Veterans each Veterans Day with a program that celebrates all the
services. Just wanted you to know that the USAF uniform I was issued in 1959 still
fits if I skip breakfast that day.
It’s still a thrill to polish the brass, shine the shoes and cap and make sure the ribbons are on straight before setting foot out the door. I’ve attached a picture of us
awaiting the music to “God Bless America” before marching in and ‘placing’ the
flags. That’s me on your right in the USAF uniform and my friend Don Hoskins,
CWO3, on your left in his US Army uniform. We look forward to this every November and along with our choir sing the “Salute To The Services” song as part of the
Sunday service.
Thank you for the time and effort you put into our newsletter. I look forward to each
edition.
God Bless,
Tom McKinney, Hof 1961/63 and 1965/68
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January 30, 2013 I created
the Hof Reunion Association
Facebook Page. Since then,
137 Hofers have joined. I
recently was going back
through the years and looking at some of the photos and
posts. The first photo posted was the Hof Reunion
Association logo.

A favorite that has been posted many
times was taken from a video cam, Hof
Aldstadt, in front of Lorenzkirche church.

Mar 29, 2013—This one was posted by Rose Queen. One
of the first photos, if not the first, of the Hof Karserne
after the arrival of Americans.

Rosie—Who remembers this at the
Hotel Strauss?

Rose Queen—Anyone knows
who this is? Pretty bold I would
say. Margit Norwood, Somewhere I have some similar pictures. My dad's boyhood friend
used to work for customs at one
of the border crossings. He took
us to some places like these. We
used binoculars to look at the
East German guards in their
guard towers. We looked at
them and saw them looking
back at us with their own binoculars.

David Dickson comment -That looks like my son Madison,a real Hofer, he was born in da Kronckinhaus in Hof in
March of 69. Now he is a Cheese Head but still loves his
beer.

Jerry Middendorf—Picture (circa March 1962)
was received from Larry Cann (Havenhill, Mass)
who made a few visits to the Hof Saint Elizabethheim Orphanage and with a chaperon took the
children out. Wonder where the kids are today.
The HRA has made donations to the St Elizabethheim Orphanage throughout the years.
Rose—This is a list of all the
breweries that were in Hof in
the 60's, not bad for a place
with only 50 000 Inhabitants.
Mel—Remember all of them!!!

Hofer - Schlappentag, seit 1432. Two and out.

18

Margit, remember when you would
get a "Strich"/hash mark on the rim
of the Bierdeckel each time you
ordered another beer (llll)? Then,
when you were ready to leave, the
Bedienung would tally up the marks
and tell you how much you owed.

Erika Librizzo - That was a good night. Margit
Norwood— Those were the days! We thought
nothing could kill us. Thomas Mikloiche—
Must have been one of the "COPS" outings

Jerry Middendorf—Back in the day my MIL would have EKU (Kulmbach) delivered to the apartment.
Empty case was placed outside, picked up and new case of EKU was left for consumption. You know the
way the milk man did the US. Margit Norwood— My parents did the same thing. Beer and limonade.
Mix the two together and get a Radla. I wouldn't mind having one of those right now. Jerry Middendorf— Radler's are great. But when over in Hof or in the US, HILDE makes herself what she calls GEMISCHTES BIER (beer and coke). Most AMI's are bewildered when they see her doing it for the first time.
Very refreshing. Thomas Scholle— Yes I sure put down a few of those, EKU!! David Dickson— EKU rules.
Love it. Peggy Adams—That was my favorite beer in Germany! Thomas Mikloiche—Hear Ye - Hear YE - I
can buy this one AND EKU at my local beer store. Peggy Adams— I'll be right there, Mick!!!

Jerry—Now wouldn't a Hofer Bratwurst
go good on USA Bratwurst Day. Margit
Norwood Pass me the mustard and I'm
good to go!

Margit, Does anyone remember
the old VWs that had the flipper
arm turn signals that came out
on each side? Rose Queen I
remember them well.
And.....people actually used
them. Thomas Mikloiche I actually OWNED a VW that had
them when I was there and a
Push button starter. PLUS they
had about a liter spare gas tank
built in that was controlled by a
toggle switch on the floor.
Thomas Scholle Yes we called
the arms mod night stop because using the left or right one
was not necessarily indicative of
the way they turned. or. Philip L. Ruth That is why we called them mox nix sticks.

Jerry—Margit.....Here's the mustard!!!
Margit— Danke schoen! !!!
What
does
this
represent
and
where
is it?
Frohe Weihnachten to all Hofers.
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more photos to follow

ZUCKERTÜTE....
These first-graders proudly display their
Schultüten, or candy cones, which are filled with
treats.
Every year in late summer, one can see the
eager and proud faces of first-graders
standing in front of their primary schools in
Germany, happily holding their large
Schultüten, or candy cones. Filled to the
brim with sweets and little gifts and colorfully
decorated with ribbons and crepe paper,
these candy cones make the new students’
hearts beat faster and sweeten their step
from kindergarten to primary school. But
where did this charming custom of firstgrade candy cones come from anyway?
The tradition dates back to 1810, when the
first candy cones made the children’s eyes
sparkle in Thuringia and Saxony. According
to the legend, at the teacher’s home there
stands a tree which is decorated with a candy cone for every child. Once the tree has
matured, it is time to begin school and the
candy cones are handed out to the children.
Candy Cone Tradition Sweetens Start of School for First-Graders
In those days, the godparents gave the children the cone-shaped, colorful packages,
which were filled only with sweets. In eastern Germany, the kindergarteners even had a candy cone party, at which the soon-to-be first-graders were promenaded before the families before being allowed to remove a candy cone from a beautifully decorated tree. Nowadays, candy cones can be bought in all shapes and sizes, decorated in a wide variety of patterns, and
are filled with school materials, small trinkets, toys, and sweets.
Candy cones can be bought or made in various sizes and decorated for each child individually.
On a typical first day of school in Germany, parents take their first-graders to the school,
where they are welcomed by the teacher and meet their new classmates. After a small welcoming party with songs, poems, and theater, which most of the time are performed by the
older children, the first-graders spend about two hours in the classroom, where they get to
know each other and receive information from the teacher.
Once the first exciting day of school is over, the children are allowed to go home, where they
finally unpack their candy cones and celebrate the start of school life with their families. And
only a few years later, when they are about to finish primary school and look back at the photos from that special day, they will realize that they were hardly much bigger than their beloved candy cones, though they felt so grown up at the time.
Written by Denise Kotulla. Translation: German Embassy
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Posted—Jerry Middendorf

This Christmas story has been published before. It is by one of our own and is/has become a Christmas tradition with the
Hof Reunion Association. It covers events which many of us relate to. The countryside of a small German town which we
recognize and identify between the surrounding areas of Hof and Bayreuth. Bring our family to a far away land. Our love
for family overrode any thought, any thought but one, to be with our loved ones. We came together to help, to be there
for each other. We were family then and we are family now.

A Christmas in Himmelkron
By Lonnie Henderson

December 24, 1962 – Christmas Eve - dawned bitterly cold and bleak in this part of the world that we affectionately
called, “Bavarian Siberia.” Nestled in the Fictelgebirge in northern Bavaria, Himmelkron was home to about 3500. Its
more famous neighbor was the ski resort of Bad Bernech, one of Hitler's retreats.
My wife and two-year-old daughter had arrived from the states three weeks earlier and I had rented an apartment in
Himmelkron, about 30 miles south of Hof, Germany, home of the 6915th Security Squadron. This apartment consisted
of three rooms on the third floor. In typical old-European fashion, the bottom floor consisted of stables for the various
animals. Our landlord, his wife, young son and “Oma” lived on the second floor.

The front room of our apartment was the kitchen and living area. The next room was a bedroom, and the third room,
ostensibly another bedroom, served as our refrigerator/freezer. If we wanted food to freeze, we put it against the
outer wall; if we only wanted to keep it cold, we put it on the inner wall.
I was a shift worker at our site in Hof and on that frigid Christmas Eve almost a half century ago, our flight was on a
“Day” shift. Fortunately, our flight commander allowed those of us who were married to leave at noon, so we could
spend some time with our families.
As an Air Force three-striper who had just paid to have his wife and daughter fly over to join him, I was as broke as
could be. We couldn't afford a Christmas tree, so I “purloined” one from a local forested area. A friend had given us a
string of lights, but that was the kind of lights where, if one bulb went out, the entire string went out. As the bulbs
inevitably blew, I would cut off that portion of the string, wire the remainder back together and have lights, just one
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less than before. As Christmas approached, the string became shorter and shorter.

I left work about noon and drove to downtown Hof, hoping to buy at least one small gift for our daughter with the very
limited funds we had. Unfortunately, all the shops were already closed. I then drove the thirty or so miles to our apartment in Himmelkron, where my wife and I decided to give it one more shot at finding an open store. Knowing there
would be nothing in Himmelkron, we drove the short distance to Bad Bernech. However, again all the stores were
closed, and it was beginning to look a lot like a not so merry Christmas.
And then my car wouldn't start. Here we were, about ten miles from home, temperature was near zero, it was already
getting dark...
...my wife and I walked to a local apartment, carrying my daughter. A friend and fellow flight worker lived there with
his wife, and he took the time to get us back on the road and home.
We finally got back to our third-floor living area/refrigerator/freezer, tired, cold, with our tiny little tree and the few
remaining lights trying desperately to spread a bit of Christmas cheer.
I was sitting in a chair, still in my utility uniform, despondent and far from cheerful when there was a knock on the door.
I went to the door and there was our landlord. He beckoned for me to come with him, and my first thoughts were, “OH
no, what now? What else can go wrong!!?”
As I started to leave with him, he indicated that my wife and daughter were to come as well. Still having no idea what
was about to happen, we went with him.
He led us downstairs to his apartment, ushered us into the living area, put our daughter with his own young son and all
his toys, and invited us to partake of his family's Christmas. This from a family I had known less than a month! My German was limite my wife spoke no German at all, the landlord and his family spoke no English, my daughter and their
son had a language all their own – but somehow, we communicated.

After an evening of food, drink, love and Christmas spirit, my wife, daughter and I went back upstairs to our apartment,
which, for some strange reason, no longer looked so bleak, lonely and cold. Our little tree now glistened with a new
brightness, and Himmelkron lived up to its name - “Heaven's Crown.”
Many Christmas Eves have passed since then, and my little girl is now mother to two and grandmother to four. I've
spent the holidays since then in various parts of the world, sometimes surrounded by friends and family, sometimes
getting ready for a Christmas Day flight. But of all those Christmas Eves since then, that Christmas Eve in 1962 in Himmelkron, Germany, where someone reached out and touched us will always burn the brightest in my memory.
Merry Christmas and Frohe Weinachten.
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Hof Reunion Association related web sites, files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof Reunion Association”. At
present there are 137 members. If you have a Facebook account, have a connection
with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and post on the
HRA Facebook page and follow us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or
melvinhamill@msn.com or click on the above link and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone
who was in Hof Germany and are not listed on our HRA Roster, please let me
know.
MELVIN HAMILL Flickr Web Site HOFER2— https://www.flickr.com/photos/hofer2/albums
In the October Newsletter there was an article about my Flickr web site, Hofer2. Question came up “how to
download photos from the Flickr web site?” Cut and paste to your browser. Here is another video https://
www.flickr.com/photos/hofer2/37396740755/sizes/l. If problems, let me know. PHOTOs OF THE BANQUET, ON
THE FLICKR SITE.
Steps to Download Photo: 1. open the Flickr web site (click on Flickr logo above, or cut and paste the web address (next to the
article title), 2. Click ALBUM, 3. Click on the album you want to open, 4. click on the photo you want, 5. Click on the down arrow
bottom left, 7. select the size photo, 6. right click on photo, 8. select copy and then paste to wherever you can print from. I
open word and paste to a blank Word document, 8. Or, select Save and select a place on your computer.

Corrections, Clarifications, Recommendations
Spot a mistake, inaccuracy, blunder with the HRA Newsletter or with the HRA overall— send corrections, clarifications or recommendations to me with reference, send to — melvinhamill@msn.com or hra@hofer1.com. It will be
listed as Corrections, Clarifications, Recommendations in the next HRA Monthly Newsletter. CORRECTION: Email—
Robert Hoerath weight loss, 48 American pounds, not 84 pounds.

Hof Reunion Association Web Site
Hof Connection Newsletter
Hof Reunion Official History
Hof Air Station History
Membership Form
Constitution & Bylaws

ENDE
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