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HOF REUNION ASSOCIATON

October Newsletter
PHOTOS

Board Members & Staff

Some of the photos from the 2017 Albuquerque reunion have been posted on
my Flickr web site. The pictures are arranged in albums. Click on the link above
to open. Then click on Album and select
the one you wish to view. 2015 and 2016
are missing. When I get some time I will
try and locate photos from Green Bay
and Hof.

Board:
Bill Ward — President
bward4@cfl.rr.com

John Lamb—1st Vice President
racerjl3@msn.com
Jim Riggin—2nd Vice President
jmriggin@yahoo.com
Steve Murphrey—Adjutant
hofreunion@nc.rr.com
Melvin Hamill—Secretary
hra@hofer1.com
Rosie Queen—Treasurer
leimitzer22@yahoo.com

Bill Ward

John Lamb

Jim Riggin

Wayne Jones a member from Albuquerque NM, his nephew took photos at the
Banquet. I contacted Wayne. He will
mail me a copy of the photos. When I
receive them, I will post on my Flickr
web site and let you know.

Jerry Mangas—Webmaster
hofreunion@ptd.net
Robert Hoerath—German Affairs
robert.hoerath@t-online.de
Walt Murch—Board Advisor
murchw@aol.com

Steve Murphrey

Melvin Hamill

Rosie Queen

Jerry Magas

Robert Hoerath

Walt Murch

Staff:
Francis Fukumoto—HRA Chaplain
joumc@aol.com
Roger Gentilini—Sargent at Arms
rjgentilini@live.com

The Hof Reunion Association Monthly Newsletter is published the first of
each month to update Hof Reunion
Association members on current and
upcoming events. We would like you
to share your stories, news, social
events, recreational activities,
awards, milestones, memories, and
creative writings. You can reach me
at hra@hofer1.com or melvinhamill@msn.com or (302) 698-1835.

Greg Krcma—Sergeant at Arms
santam@tm.net
Xxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx

You can find us on
the web at

Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Dr
Apex, NC 27539

hofreunion.com
Francis Fukumoto

Roger Gentilini
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Greg Krcma

Johnnie Alliston

October 25, 1942

Paul Kernan

October 1, 1942

Clyde Brown

October 10, 1938

Brenda Marshall

October 1, 1954

Vince Carnes

October 13, 1943

Thomas Mikloiche

October 5, 1945

Dennis Burr

October 7, 1938

Stephen Murphrey

October 7, 1942

Ralph Christianson

October 17, 1939

Joseph Olenik

October 30, 1942

Victoria Collier

October 27, 1941

John Pace

October 15, 1937

Beverly Colwell

October 21, 1959

Robin Persons

October 10, 1962

Brigitte Cook

October 18, 1951

Terry Persons

October 30, 1946

Ruthie Costello

October 8, 1943

Harold Robinson

October 2, 1940

James Crutchfield

October 11, 1945

Jerry Robinson

October 17, 1945

Alexander Deemer

October 26, 1944

Louis & Fern Rocha

October 22, 2005

Nancy Desch

October 3, 1943

Gordon Schultz

October 25, 1944

Michael Detzler

October 21, 1941

Brigitte Schwandt

October 9, 1950

Joan Donofrio

October 25, 1942

Virginia Shifflett

October 6, 1935

Robert Emery

October 1, 1940

Peggy Slothower

October 30, 1948

Laura Evans

October 30, 1945

Donald Spirk

October 21, 1938

James Frost

October 29, 1943

Marcey Sturdevant

October 5, 1937

Sidney Futrell

October 12, 1938

Brenda Sturzl

October 4, 1945

Patrick Gallagher

October 23, 1943

Frank Sturzl

October 10, 1945

Anthony Gambone

October 10, 1942

Claudia Tiller

October 22, 1935

Alice Habecker

October 26, 1935

Roy Tiller

October 27, 1930

Dan Holden

October 30, 1940

Dirke Vallo

October 2, 1940

Barbara Imboden

October 27, 1950

Douglas Wampole

October 22, 1942

Richard Johnson

October 31, 1945

Rosie Wetzel

October 12, 1961

Theodore Kenish

October 15, 1945

Elfriede Williams

October 31, 1938
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Johnnie & Wilma Adams

October 17, 1953

William & Elaine Hansberger

October 27, 1967

Michael & Ursule Assenmacher

October 3, 1970

Daniel & Barbara Haywood

October 19, 1968

Freddy & Helga Bales

October 31, 1966

Bill & Susan Holloway

October 9, 1965

Tony & Lynn Cameron

October 22, 1966

Robert & Bonnie Norman

October 1, 1982

Gary & Sandy Cherpes

October 13, 1962

John & Theresa O’Brien

October 30, 1965

Ronald & Joyce Coey

October 23, 1996

Harold & Helga Robinson

October 12, 1963

David & Karen Dickson

October 24, 1998

Robert & Lilo Sherwood

October 24, 1963

Bruce & Barbara Flannery

October 27, 2009

Charles & Evi Stankich

October 23, 2010

Chuck & Robbie Harris

October 18, 1958

Stu & Marcey Sturdevant

October 5, 1953

Harvey & Linda Harris

October 24, 1964

Billy & Phyllis Thomas

October 30, 1965

Bruce & Margaret Gallagher

October 21, 1972

Roy & Claudi Tiller

October 14, 1995

Chuck & Ginny Garbers

October 26, 1963

White/Artery & Cecil/Ruben

October 25, 2008
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Oct 2016 — Sep 2017
Flyby List
Gail Bloomer, George J. Bologna, Howard E. Hatcher,
Joachim Haese, George McCorry, Russell W. Moyer,
Bernard George Pieper, David Natalie, Thomas Nickerson, Boyd J. Watkins and Frank D. Willingham,
James Trachta

Spouses Serving in Heaven
Harriet Browning Baker, Denise Ann Bryson, Robyn
Dorsch, Eunice Glee Garrigus, Doris L. Kreuzer, Angelika L. (Rasp) Kernan, Carol Scholl, Inge Koslik Traub
and Grace Yarbrough
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James Trachta was listed in the last update. Though I would include a shorten version his Obituary.

There was an individual here in Colorado Springs that was a member of the 606th in Hof in the early 1970's, was one of the last
to leave Doebraberg in 1974. I have know him for years and he did not want anything to do with the Hof Reunion Association.
His name was James Tracta, retired Air Force and died August 24th, 2017 here in Colorado Springs from cancer. Memorial service for Jim Tracta will be September 6th, Traudl and I will attend the service. We went to church with Jim and his wife for
years at the Peterson AFB Chapel.
Jim Riggin

Obituary
SMSgt James "Jim" Trachta, USAF, Ret. departed this earth August 24, 2017 after a brief battle with
pancreatic cancer. He was born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, March 1937 to Adolph and Victoria Trachta.
Jim proudly served his beloved country in the United States Air Force for twenty-six years. He served
at many radar sites in the United States: Iceland, Alaska, and Germany. He was especially proud of
his service at Key West, Florida, during the Cuban Crisis, as an AWACS crew member at Otis AFB,
Massachusetts, and the 6912th Security Service Squadron in Berlin, Germany during the Cold War.
Jim met his life's mate at Otis AFB, Massachusetts. They enjoyed 55 years of marriage that included
traveling and serving wherever the Air Force sent them before settling in Colorado Springs. After retiring, Jim enjoyed his hobby of stained glass, producing works of art for special people who had
touched his life.
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Administrative Housekeeping
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ALBUQUERQUE - REGISTRATION -CANCELLATION
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Kielbania
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Hines
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Noel
Ken & Gay
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Bob & Sandy

Churchill

Dallas

Medical
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Medical
Hurricane
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Remarks

2017 Reunion
Reunion starts on-time
Sounds like a cliché. However if you factor in all the planning, it may be a miracle to start on time. Reunion planning starts thirty months out. As an example, the 2018 Mississippi Reunion Selection Community was appointed in the month of April, 2016. They selected 2
to 4 sites. The process continued with presenting the locations to the 2016 reunion. The January 2017 Hof Connection Newsletter had a short writeup on each location. A site voting form was attached to the Newsletter with a cutoff date for voting, March 31, 2017. After the vote, selection of site, and from that point on, the planning committee,
headed by the 1st Vice President or reunion coordinator, is in full speed ahead to make it happen, a bigly reunion
without glitches. A briefing was given at the 2017 Reunion- Hof Germany that covered hotel, tours, schedule and
surrounding area. The planning committee normally makes an on site visit to coordinate, contract, determine cost,
set up tours and firm up the schedule of events. This year, Bill Ward, did all the coordinating by phone and email,
well done Bill, a great savings for the HRA. The 2018 HRA Monthly Update will have a full description, schedule, hotel, cost and dates; along with a registration form. Throughout the year, January to September the President or Reunion Coordinator is working the issues and keeping the membership updated. By the 2018 July Monthly Newsletter, all will be locked in place. All during this time, the HRA Executive Board is working hard behind the seams;
paying bills, developing forms, designing and ordering reunion pins, t-shirts, printing table placements and name
tags, ensuring timely completion of planned events, working the schedule of events, keeping members updated and
more. All this and planning for the next two reunions are on-going along with the day-to-day operations of the Hof
Reunion Association. Yes, a cliché, “Reunion starts on-time”, gratifying, worthwhile, rewarding to see it all come together.
Day 1, Sept 10—Registration
When I was the Adjutant, I liked this day most of all. Steve Murphrey is the Adjutant today. Throughout the year I
received the registration forms. This day we came face to face, not a form, not a telephone, not an email, but friend
to friend. At the registration, members receive a welcoming
package containing a schedule of events, nametag, place card
used to determine your meal at the Banquet with name and an
Albuquerque reunion pin, tour tickets, other items are included
in the goody bag. Proceeding down the registration line you are
greeted by board members and
volunteers who briefed on
different aspects of the reun2014
ion. Normally at the end of the
processing line Don Riverkamp will be waiting for you with a warm hearty welcome. You will pickup your reunion t-shirt if ordered and items for sale from prior
reunions. After registration, members are encouraged to visit the Hospitality Room
to meet, chitchat and renew old friendships and make new friends. Members came from all over; north, south, east,
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)
Frances & Jo Ann

west and local. We had members from as far
away as Germany, Robert and Hanna Hoerath and
Anna Müller. Jo Ann and Frances Fukumoto flew
in from Hawaii.

Hanna & Robert

na & Robert

Day 2, Sep 11– General Membership Meeting (by Margit Norwood)
Call to Order—Hof Reunion Association (HRA) President Walter Murch called the HRA General Membership meeting
to order at 5:06 P.M., at The Crown Plaza Hotel, University Area, Albuquerque, NM.
HRA Chaplain Francis Fukumoto gave the invocation, in which he also remembered 11 September 2011 (9/11) exactly 16 years ago, when Islamic extremists hijacked four planes and carried out suicide attacks against targets in the
United States. Two of the planes were flown into the twin towers of the World Center in New York City; the third
plane hit the Pentagon just outside Washington, DC; and the fourth plane crashed in a field in Pennsylvania. Almost
3000 people were killed. HRA members all paused in a moment of silence, in remembrance of all the innocent victims of that attack.
Treasurer’s Report— Rose Queen then presented the Treasurer’s Report as it stood as
of 31 August 2017. She noted that the financial status of the organization is not as
healthy as it could be. Membership is down;
costs are up. This reunion will cost us in excess of $27,500 which will leave us with
about $8,000 in our account.
Remedies for the decreased cash flow were
then presented by Steve Murphrey, HRA Adjutant.
•

Membership dues will be increased from
$15 to $20 annually (membership renewal form last page). Members who have
paid in advance will be grandfathered and will not owe any additional dues for those years paid ahead.

•

We are planning to increase registration fees—just enough to break even.

•

No donations this year for St. Elisabeth in Hof, or the Air Force Enlisted Village in Florida. We can’t afford it. We
plan to make a small donation to the ROTC who will perform this year’s flag ceremony.

Revision of HRA Constitution— The Constitution was revised to show deletion of the Newsletter Editor position.
The twice-a-year Newsletter and Biweekly Update will now be rolled into a once-a-month newsletter. Walt Murch
mentioned that draft copies of the revised constitution were sent out to all members two weeks prior to the reunion
and members’ input was requested. Mel Hamill will make any final necessary revisions to the Constitution draft.
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(Continued on page 10)

(Continued from page 9)

2018 HRA Reunion
The upcoming 2018 Reunion was briefed by Bill Ward, 1st Vice President (now President). The Reunion will be at
the Resorts Casino Tunica, Robinsonville, MS, September 9-15, 2018. Proposed tours are City of Memphis Tour and
Mississippi Rive Cruise. City of Memphis Tour will start at 10:00 and is approximately 3 to 4 hours. Visiting
Graceland was looked at but the cost out weighted the pleasure of walkthrough, over $110 per person. Memphis is
22 miles form the Casino Tunica for those who wish to visit Graceland on their on. The sites for the Memphis tour
are: Downtown Memphis and Mississippi River, world famous Beale Street, Cotton Row, Victorian Village (homes
built in 1800s), Lorraine Hotel (site of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination), St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Elvis Presley’s Graceland, The Peabody Hotel (see world famous ducks), Sun Studio (Elvis recorded his first hits),
Bass Pro Shop. Full details, cost, schedule of events, registration form and more will be in the January Newsletter.

2019 Reunion Site Proposed Locations
Proposed 2019 Reunion Locations
John Lamb, 2nd Vice President updated the membership on the proposed site locations for 2019. Locations proposed are a) Fredericksburg, VI, b) Omaha, NE and c) Dayton, OH. Many other locations were looked at and the
these three were selected. Articles will be published in upcoming Newsletters. Some items of each location that
were looked. Click on items in orange to go to web site.
Fredericksburg, Virginia
 Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum
 George Washington’s—Mount Vernon Estate, Museum & Gardens
 Washington DC—Viet Nam memorial etc.
 Civil War battlefields
Omaha, Nebraska
 Centrally located in the US
 Guided city tour and riverboat lunch cruise
 Omaha’s German-American Society (German dinner and entertainment)
 Strategic Air Command (SAC) and Aerospace Museum
 Offutt Air Force Base Tour
 Boys Town Campus, National Historic Landmark District
Dayton, Ohio
 National Museum of the Air Force
 Football Hall of Fame Cleveland, OH
 National Aviation Hall of Fame
 Carillon Historical Park
 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Cleveland, OH
 Amish Octoberfest
GET OUT THE VOTE. Voting for the site locations will start on January 1 with a cutoff date of March 1, 2018. Instructions will
be in the January Newsletter.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

New Board Members— See page 2 for a list of 2018 Board and Support Staff.
Adjournment
Hof Reunion Association (HRA) President Walter Murch called for adjournment
of the meeting at 6:14 P.M
Day 3, Sep 12—Albuquerque Tour
The buses left the Fairfield Hotel at 8:30. First stop was the National Museum of
Nuclear Science & History. The guides were most informative, a must see. NOW
WE KNOW how the Atom Age became.

Our next stop—Turquoise Museum. Just west of the hubbub of Old Town, this museum inside a small strip mall focuses on the
beauty, mythology, and physical properties of turquoise, a semiprecious but adored gemstone that many people associate with
the color of New Mexico's skies. A guided 90-minute tour begins
by entering via a simulated mine shaft, and leads to one-of-a-kind
showpieces and examples from more than 65 mines on four continents. Displays show how turquoise forms, the importance of
individual mines, and highlight its uses by Native Americans in
prehistoric times. At the education center you can learn to distinguish the real McCoy from plastic. The museum's proprietors are
a multigenerational family of longtime traders, and know whereof
they speak; if you retain nothing else, do remember that only turquoise specified as "natural" is the desirable, unadulterated stuff.
Our guide-briefer was a trip. Keep everyone laughing. He
must have been doing this for years, polished, a sales person. Oh! Did I forget to tell you, you could buy turquoise at
a small price or up to $39,000 at the museum—store.
Next stop was Historic Old Town, the heart of Albuquerque.
The focal point of community life since it was founded in
1706 by Governor Francisco Cuervo Valdez. Centered
around the plaza, Albuquerque's Old Town encompasses
about ten blocks of historic adobe buildings. On the north
side of the plaza is the San Felipe de Neri Church, the oldest
building in the city, which was built in 1793. Surrounding the
church, the city's settlers had built their homes, shops and
government offices, many of which have since been converted into restaurants, art galleries and shops that comprise Old Town
today. The art and décor is unbelievable. Before touring we are lunch, many places to chose from. With names like Church
Street Café, Hacienda Del Rio Cantina, High Noon Restaurant & Saloon, Backstreet Grill. . Large meals, great service and the
right price. How could we go wrong.
Museum of Indian Arts and Culture, for a video click HERE. The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture, one of four museums in
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

the Museum of New Mexico system, is a premier repository of Native art and material culture and tells the stories of the people of the Southwest from pre-history through contemporary art. The museum serves a diverse, multicultural audience
through changing exhibitions, public lectures, field trips, artist residencies, and other educational
programs.
Day 4, Sep 13—Buffet Lunch
Seemed as though we were always eating. Breakfast started at 7:00. After Breakfast most visited the Hospitality Suite. Here there were snacks and drinks. The Buffet Lunch started at 12:00
PM. There was a large selection, Mexico affair to chose from.
In the evening , 18:00 to 21:00— Membership Night Out Dinner at various locations with
groups made up of fellow workers from time past. This year I attended the AC&W’s dinner
organized by Jim Riggin. We dinned at the Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen. It was my first time
to eat at restaurant Pappadeaux and it was well worth-it. For a look at the menu click HERE. Thanks Jim. P.S. With the
Buffet Lunch before Group Membership Night Out, Jim moved ours up to Tuesday.
Day 5, Sep 13– Santa Fe Tour
This tour was amazing, I am back in the Old West with Billy the Kid and Sheriff Pat Garrett. Our bus followed The Turquoise Trail Nation Scenic Byway which linked Albuquerque and Santa Fe. It took us through history mining towns of
Golden, Madrid, and Cerrillos whose mines once yielded gold, silver, lead, zinc, and turquoise. In 1542, the first Spaniards arrived to find a populous Native American village. It was abandoned soon after. In 1609 the Spanish founded a
town, which became the religious and administrative center of the province of New Mexico. In 1680 the Spaniards were
driven out by the Native Americans, but returned twelve years later.
After Mexico broke away from Spain in 1821, Santa Fe remained the capital of New Mexico and built up a lively trade
with the Americans. The principal transport route was the Santa Fe Trail, which ran through the valley of the Rio Grande
to reach the Missouri at Kansas City. Another important route was the Old Spanish Trail, which led to Los Angeles in California.
In 1846, during the Spanish-Mexican War, Santa Fe fell to the United States without any serious fighting and later became capital of the US territory of New Mexico. In 1862 the town fell briefly into the hands of the Confederates. The
economy of the town and surrounding area was given a boost by the opening of the Santa Fe Railroad in 1880, and since
the early part of the 20th century, Santa Fe has been a hub.
First stop in Santa Fe was the visitor center to refresh and to pickup literature on the city and surrounding areas.
On to the Capital Building, just across the street from the visitor center. A guided walking tour of Santa Fe followed.
It was in the year 1610 that the Spanish founded a town that is now known as Santa Fe, the capitol of the state of New
Mexico. Santa Fe was originally called the Royal City of the Holy Faith of St. Francis
of Assisi or, as it was named in Spanish, La Villa Real de la Santa Fe de San Francisco de Assisi. It was occupied by Indians, Mexicans, and Spanish and was under
Spanish control until a war which placed this area under the rule of the New Republic of Mexico for 25 years.
Loretto Chapel— At the end of the Old Santa Fe Trail stands the Loretto Chapel.
Inside the Gothic structure is the staircase referred to as miraculous, inexplicable,
marvelous and is sometimes called St. Joseph’s Staircase. The stairway confounds
architects, engineers and master craftsmen. It makes over two complete 360(Continued on page 13)
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degree turns, stands 20’ tall and has no center support. It rests solely on its base and against the
choir loft. The risers of the 33 steps are all of the same height. Made of an apparently extinct
wood species, it was constructed with only square wooden pegs without glue or nails.
San Miguel Mission, also known as San Miguel Chapel, is a Spanish colonial mission
church in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Built between approximately 1610 and 1626, it is the oldest
known church in the continental United
States. The church was damaged during
the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 but was rebuilt
in 1710 following the Spanish reconquest
and served for a time as a chapel for the Spanish soldiers. The
wooden reredos, which includes a wooden statue of Saint Michael dating back to at least 1709, was added in 1798. Though the
church has been repaired and rebuilt numerous times over the
years, its original adobe walls are still largely intact despite having
been hidden by later additions.
The Plaza— The busy hub of the town's life is the Plaza, a market
square built by the Spaniards where the Santa Fe Trail ended. Here, Native American traders offer local arts and crafts for
sale. This is a lively place surrounded by numerous shops, galleries and restaurants (time to eat). It's the perfect place for
excellent people watching. One must see to apricate.
Day 6, Sep 14—Banquet
The Frauen Kaffee Klatsch took place in the hotel breakfast room from 15:00-16:30. I am beginning to believe it is a
secret society that takes a top secret clearance to be briefed on what takes place. It is understood by the women; men
make all the big decisions: If we are going to war, drop the A boom, what countries we will have relations with. The
women make the small decisions: where we live, what car to buy, were we eat, when to take a vacation. It was a happy
group at the Banquet. Ladies we love you and the reunion would not take place without you. My wife followed me all
over the world, I am thankful and now it is her time.
The Banquet started at 18:00. To attend the Banquet, our Sargent at Arms, Greg Krcma, was posted at the door to ensure all had name tags to gain entry. The evening started with an opening prayer by Chaplin Frances Fukumoto. Next,
the posting of the colors (flags) by the Marine Corps Junior ROTC Honor Guard, from Eldorado High School in Albuquerque. The pledge of Allegiance by all. Robert Hoerath and Traudl Riggin led the group in singing The Anthem of Germany,
Followed by the singing of U.S. National Anthem, led by Traudl. Dinner was
next on the agenda. From the feedback all enjoyed a hearty meal. I must
say the meal ranked close to the top of prior reunions. Course you would
have a hard time beating the meals while in German. I got in trouble once
by making a statement about German food. Never again.
After dinner, guest speaker
Sonny Dooley, a Navajo storyteller captured the attention of all, not a word was
spoken while she had the
floor. From what little I can find on the web, Sonny as a storyteller, folklorist and cultural consultant – collecting, learning and retelling the oral tradi(Continued on page 14)
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tion of the Dine Hozhojii Hane (Navajo Blessing way stories). These stories present the
world view of the Dine people and details their relationship with their surroundings.
She has retold these stories by oral tradition in Navajo and in English for a variety of organizations, universities, elementary schools and conferences throughout the US, Canada, Africa, Europe and Mexico including the Smithsonian Museum of the American Indian, the Denver Arts Museum, Museum of Indian Arts and Culture, the Rhode Island
School of Design (RISDI) and programs sponsored by the PEW Charitable Trust.

Day 7, Sep 15—Aufwiedersehen Breakfast
A great day to celebrate with new and old friends. Saying good by is never easy. Most
will state “See you in Mississippi next year, 2018”, dreading to let go. We have been
friends for a long time. Age is catching up. One must treasure these moments. I received an email from Rosie Queen who relayed a letter from Christa Fahrbach. It says it much better than I.

Dear Friends,
I would like to convey a big “Thank you” to all of you. This was my first Hof Reunion I attended since my dear husband
George pasted. Let me thank you for the open arms and love I was greeted with in Albuquerque. To me,
it was as if I went back to Family. There is nothing like home, and you, my Hof Reunion Friends, you
made sure that I felt like I came to Family in Albuquerque.

Thank you, to each and every one of you for your warmth and kindness.
Best Wishes,
Christa Fahrbach

Ilse and I had the pleasure of joining Grant and Dona Sorensen at dinner with the AC&W group while in Albuquerque.
Grant was stationed in Hof 1948—1949. He had stories you can not believe. I was amazed . From our records, there
were only three people in Hof prior to that time. I am sure there were others we do not have names. Grant was 16 years
old when he arrived in Hof. He feels the reason he ended up in Hof was an augment he had on the ship coming over, with
a master sergeant, seeing he was sent to Little Siberia I made a request
of Grant to please put these stories down on paper so all could enjoy and
it is HRA history. I can not believe I was talking to a person who was in
Hof so many year back. Here’s one: The official exchange rate in 1948
was 10 to one; however, that was for military script. If you had greenbacks the exchange rate was more than double that, twenty to one.
When I returned home, I sent Grant an email request his stories. He immediately answered. I now have over 30 pages of our early HRA History,
Hof. As soon as I can wade through, catchup with all, I will share with
you.
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2017 Hof Reunion
Albuquerque, New Mexico
ATTENDEES
James Alexander
Susan Alexander
Willies Ballou
Cathye Ballou
David Barnes
Terry Barnes
Mike Boggs
J.C. Campbell
Mary Campbell
Gary Cherpes
Sandy Cherpes
Mark Clemons
Peggy Clemons
Barbara Davino
Alois Dietz
Rosie Dietz
Christa Fahrbach
Francis Fukumoto
Jo Ann Fukumoto
Tallie Furrow
Sidney Futrell
Gayle Futrell
Billy Hall
Karin Hall
Melvin Hamill
Ilse Hamill

Norm Heggie
Norma Heggie
Dan Holden
Darlene Holden
Robert Hörath
Hanna Hörath
Jesse Jones
Esther Orozco-Jones
Wayne Jones
Linda Jones
Ken Juergens
Briana Juergens
Matthew Kaiser
Greg Krcma
Sandy Krcma
Richard Kreuzer
Heidi Kreuzer
John Lamb
Nita Luckenbill
Bill Little
Jerry Mangas
Jerry Middendorf
Hilde Middendorf
Thomas Mikloiche
Inge Mikloiche
Anna Müller

Walter Murch
Shirley Murch
Steve Murphrey
Donna Murphrey
Phil Murray
Jo Murray
Karin Natalie
Miles Nelson
Janice Nelson
Claude Niebuhr
Susanne Niebuhr
Margit Norwood
John Pace
Agnes Pace
Phyllis Phipps
Heidi Pouch
Dorthea Powell
Henry Quarterman
Rosie Queen
Dean Reed
Jim Riggin
Traudl Riggin
Don Riverkamp
Jerry Robinson
Gudrun Robinson
Dan Scanny

Carol Scanny
John Scholl
Ramon Schuety
Elfriede Schuety
Brent Scott
Linda Scott
Michael Shanahan
Grant I. Sorensen
Dona K. Sorensen
Timothy Spaeth
Claude Spicer
Mary Richardson
Charles Stankich
Evi Stankich
Dean Thompson
Francis Thompson
Shirley Thompson
Roy Tiller
Claudia Tiller
Walter Tribble
Margot Tribble
Bill Ward
Edie Ward

BANQUET GUEST
Sunny Dooley

CANCELLATION
Bob & Sandy Alekson— Hurricane

Ken & Gay Kielbania— Hurricane

Dallas Church— Medical

Noel Sinchak— Hurricane

Ursula & Norman Hines— Medial
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While touring the Capital Building in Santa Fe,
I notice these plaques on the wall “The Wall
of Honor”. Being a military man, my curiosity took over. I had to know the history of
these brave men. If you look, you will notice
the date at the bottom of each plaques. This
represents the day each sacrificed his life to
save lives of soldiers around him. I list but
one, they all have an equal story, Medal of
Honor. The highest honor our country can
bestow on our heroes, our military members.
Daniel D. Fernández (June 30, 1944 – February 18, 1966) was a United States Army soldier in the Vietnam War who received
the U.S. military's highest decoration,
the Medal of Honor. Fernández was awarded the medal for his actions in Hậu Nghĩa province, Republic of Vietnam, in February 1966 — throwing himself on a live grenade, he sacrificed his life to save lives of the soldiers around him.
Born in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on June 30, 1944, Fernández grew up in nearby Los Lunas. He had two younger brothers,
Peter and James, and a sister Rita. Fernández joined the Army from Albuquerque in 1962 and by
1966 was on his second tour of duty in Vietnam. During that deployment, he served as a specialist
four in Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment (Mechanized), 25th Infantry Division. On
February 18, 1966, in Củ Chi, Hậu Nghĩa province, his 16-man patrol was ambushed by a Viet
Cong rifle company and forced to fall back. Fernández and two others volunteered to follow a sergeant back to the ambush site and rescue a wounded soldier who had been left behind. After reaching the injured man, the sergeant was shot in the knee and Fernández took over command of the
patrol. All five men were pinned down by heavy fire when a rifle grenade landed in their midst. In
the scramble to get away from the device, Fernández accidentally kicked it closer to the rest of the
group. He then shouted "move out", jumped over the immobile sergeant, and threw himself on the
grenade. He was killed in the resulting explosion, but successfully saved the lives of his fellow soldiers. For this action, Fernández was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor in November
1966. He was the first of nine Mexican Americans to receive the medal in Vietnam.

His official Medal of Honor citation reads:
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c. Fernández demonstrated
indomitable courage when the patrol was ambushed by a Viet Cong rifle company and driven back by the intense enemy automatic
weapons fire before it could evacuate an American soldier who had been wounded in the Viet Cong attack. Sp4c. Fernández, a sergeant and 2 other volunteers immediately fought their way through devastating fire and exploding grenades to reach the fallen
soldier. Upon reaching their fallen comrade the sergeant was struck in the knee by machine gun fire and immobilized. Sp4c. Fernández took charge, rallied the left flank of his patrol and began to assist in the recovery of the wounded sergeant. While first aid
was being administered to the wounded man, a sudden increase in the accuracy and intensity of enemy fire forced the volunteer
group to take cover. As they did, an enemy grenade landed in the midst of the group, although some men did not see it. Realizing
there was no time for the wounded sergeant or the other men to protect themselves from the grenade blast, Sp4c. Fernández
vaulted over the wounded sergeant and threw himself on the grenade as it exploded, saving the lives of his 4 comrades at the sacrifice of his life. Sp4c. Fernández' profound concern for his fellow soldiers, at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty
are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.
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The HRA would love to hear from you. Are you proud of your state? Would you like to share
tidbits with the HRA? Do you have photos, love food, attractions, news, life stories. Check out
the web site “ONLY IN YOUR STATE”, at onlyinyourstate.com. The web site is setup to benefit
business and the state, but will provide you with examples for you to send in. The material is
copyright. Although it can be shared and used but not for profit. Share your stories about your
state, your everyday life, history, family, food, any and all subjects. What was life like for you
while in Hof? Everyone has a story! What did you do after Hof? Suggested HRA improvements, hotels, tours, banquet, buffet. Email material, stories, photos to melvinhamill@msn.com or hra.hofer1.com. Short narrative required, (example: see photo below).

============================

Left—Jim McGovern, Hilde & Jerry Middendorf, Karen & David Dickson, Melvin & Ilse Hamill, Charles & Evi Stankich, Thomas Mikloiche, Gay Kielbania,
Inge Mikloiche, Kenneth Kielbania, Rosie Queen

Photo taken at mini reunion, sponsored by Inge and Thomas “Mick” Mikloiche. How often do you get a photo with everyone
smiling. Lifetime Friendships, it doesn’t get any better than this. Thanks Mick and Inge and thank you Jim for the Lobster. Gary
Queen is taking the picture. A German reunion and Hilde is drinking a soda! What’s up with that? Join us at the Hofers Stammtisch, 2018 HRA Reunion at the Resorts Casino Tunica, Robinsonville, MS, September 9-15, 2018.

============================

Corrections, Clarifications, Recommendations
Spot a mistake, inaccuracy, blunder with the HRA Newsletter or with the HRA overall— send corrections, clarifications or recommendations to me with reference, send to — melvinhamill@msn.com or hra@hofer1.com. It will be
listed as Corrections, Clarifications, Recommendations in the next HRA Monthly Newsletter.

============================
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Stolen Truck & HRA Photos
Saturday 9/16, Fairfield Inn, Albuquerque
Jim Riggin 2nd Vice President, has been looking after, taking care of the Hospitality
Room goods (cokes, wine, coffee pots, snacks, photo albums, etc.), and other items
such as the HRA banner, for years, for ever. This year Jim volunteered, to pick up all
the other items from the reunion. The reason, Don Riverkamp retired from the HRA
Board and Don is having health problems. Don ordered and trucked the HRA pins,
shirts, HRA license plates and HRA stickers.
Jim loads and trucks the HRA items from his home and upon arrival at the reunion,
unloads and helps set up the Hostility room. After the reunion, he reloads and
trucks back home to upload and store for another year. Thank you Jim for your service, we could not have the reunion without your help.
Early Saturday, the last day of the Reunion, Jim got up early as usual. He always loads his truck at this time, eats breakfast and
says his goodbyes. Today, Jim started by loading the HRA Photos in the truck, first. Then, back for another load. Upon return
to his truck, he noticed something strange, his truck was missing, stolen. Jim called the police. It took over an hour for them to
arrive. Completing the police reports, he was informed; almost never are stolen vehicles found and in the few instances, not
worth it.
Jim rented a vehicle and loaded all the remaining HRA items and personal items. Said his goodbyes and left for Colorado
Spring. Not sure if he got to eat breakfast. Jim, sorry you had to go through all of this.
The HRA photos are the ones from throughout the years, some from our reunions, Nashville, Hof, Myrtle Beach, Green Bay,
Reno, Las Vegas, Biloxi, Cocoa Beach. Other photos taken 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s in Hof, Europe and the USA. The photos are unreplaceable. I sure hope the %#@(!, are caught. Keep your fingers crossed.

Good News
Tuesday, 9/26, email from Jim
Well Folks, My truck has been found. They took the camper shell off the back, took both batteries, punched the lock on the
drivers door and broke into the ignition on the steering column, police said that was all the damage he could see.
More Good News, the box with the photo albums was still in the back, rained on a little bit, but still in good condition. Policeman moved them up to the back seat inside the truck.
I know the Big O Tire owner here and knew he owned some stores in Albuquerque, they called down there to have one of the
stores pick up my truck and get it ready to drive. The manager of the store in Albuquerque knows me from when he worked
here in the Springs. I knew they would find it as soon as I bought another truck, picked up a new one on Saturday. Now I need a
ride to Albuquerque.
Thanks to all of you for your concern during this nerve wracking time.
See you all in Tunica,
Jim
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Post by Margit, I just came back from a reunion of former military members (and their relatives) of the old Security Squadron which once was posted in my hometown, Hof, Germany-close to the old East German border and the Cech Republic.
Bob Armistead, who wrote the poem, is one of us. As he says
in his introduction to the poem, Security Service has evolved
into ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance & Reconnaissance) now;
but some of us still remember the beginning and were there
in 1948. You may view Bob’s video by clicking HERE.
Roy Tiller, one of our Hof Reunion Association members, forwarded this poem to me. I wanted to share it as a tribute to
our American airmen who kept us safe.

Margit Norwood

Bob Armistead

HERE LIES A SILENT WARRIOR

by Bob Armistead
We served in silence, never breathing a word,
Of the things we’d seen, or that which we’d heard.
We worked by a code that few have ever known,
And we served in countries that were far from home.

So when my bell tolls for the final time,
And the echoes fade from the very last chime,
And my eyes are closed and I’ve been laid to rest,
Just be assured that I’ve served with the best.

We left all our friends and families behind,
To perform the work to which we were assigned.
We manned our positions – every hour of every day.
Our work never stopped, and we never did sway.

Please drape my coffin with the American Flag,
And on top of my casket lay out my dog tag.
With my dog tag as my I.D. and the Flag as my shroud,
I’ll go to my grave...an American...and still proud!

We did all that was asked and we did it with pride;
We stood shoulder to shoulder and worked side by side.
If I’m ever asked, “Would you do it again?”
I’d just smile and say, “How soon can I begin?”

I’ll trek to that place to join all the others,
My comrades in arms: My sisters, my brothers.
I’ll be with my friends who have gone on before,
And are waiting for me beyond Death’s door.

The time which I’ve served, I’ll never regret,
And the men whom I’ve known, I’ll never forget.
Now time has passed and our hair has turned gray,
And our ranks are thinning with each passing day.

So, when I’m gone, shed no tears for me,
For I’ve died as I’ve lived – an American and Free!
And once I’ve traveled to my eternal home,
Just carve the following on my gravestone:
“HERE LIES A SILENT WARRIOR”
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Welcome to “Experience Germany”. I ran across
this web site while surfing the web. When the
State
Capital
Area (km²)
web site is open, each item is a link. To go to
Baden-Württemberg
Stuttgart
35,752
10,717,000
the web site click on “Experience Germany” at
Bavaria
Munich
70,549
12,444,000
the top of this page. If you want to return to the
Berlin
Berlin
892
3,400,000
web site home page click on “Experience GermaBrandenburg
Potsdam
29,477
2,568,000
ny” at the top of each page. I think you will find
Bremen
Bremen
404
663,000
it informative and entertaining. Example is click
Hamburg
Hamburg
755
1,735,000
on “See”, after the page opens, off to the right
Hesse
Wiesbaden
21,115
6,098,000
is List of all German states and state capitals.
MecklenburgSchwerin
23,174
1,720,000 The next page in this Newsletter is a map of GerVorpommern
many with the states and capitals and large
Lower Saxony
Hanover
47,618
8,001,000
cites. On the web site and this page, you can
North Rhine-Westphalia Düsseldorf
34,043
18,075,000
visit each city by clicking on the city you wish to
Rhineland-Palatinate
Mainz
19,847
4,061,000
visit. Most of the pages have links within. AnSaarland
Saarbrücken
2,569
1,056,000
other example is the word “Learn”. When the
Saxony
Dresden
18,416
4,296,000
web page is opened, one of the links on the
Saxony-Anhalt
Magdeburg
20,445
2,494,000
page is “Timeline: History of Germany”. I
Schleswig-Holstein
Kiel
15,763
2,829,000
though Jerry Mangas would like this, being a
Thuringia
Erfurt
16,172
2,355,000
history buff. On the same page of “Learn” is the
history and color of the German Flag, “Black, Red and Gold: The Flag”. In the last edition “HRA Update” Margit published the history of the German Flag.
Population

This is MEL
Sometimes I’m on this side

And sometimes I’m on this side
Either side, Ilse sets me straight
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Which side to tie your dirndl apron on.
Probably the most important question when getting your dirndl dress on: Where to tie the bow of your apron?

How to let the boys and gentlemen at the Oktoberfest know if you are willing to flirt or just want to remain
by yourself?
Is the beautiful lady single or am I in for some trouble if I approach her?

Bow on the left is good luck!
...because if the bow of the apron is on the left side, the lady is single and you may go and try your luck.

Stay clear of bows on the right!
A bow on the right is bad news for boys on the prowl: It signals that
the lady is already taken or even married.
So hold your horses or you are risking a slap on the wrist or even in
the face.

Middle? All but undecided!
A bow in the middle is not the sign for "somewhat taken but maybe
single" or some other confusion about the wearer's relationship status. It's the traditional sign to tell you: Virgin!

Bow in the back? Tip or condolences.
There are two possible explanations for an apron tied on the rear
side: Either the lady is a widow or a waitress. Try and assess the
situation properly before offering your condolences to the waitress
or tipping a widow.

I did not know this.
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Hof Reunion Association related web sites,
files and forms
The Hof Reunion Association has a Facebook page, “Hof
Reunion Association”. At present there are 125 members. If
you have a Facebook account, have a connection with our organization and would like to join and become a Friend and
post on the HRA Facebook page and follow us, send your request to hra@hofer1.com; or melvinhamill@msn.com or
click on the above link and request to be a Friend.
If you know someone who was in Hof Germany or has a connection with someone who was in Hof Germany and are not
listed on our HRA Roster, please let me know.
Hof Reunion Association Web Site

Hof Air Station History

Hof Connection Newsletter

Albuquerque Reunion Web Site

Hof Reunion Official History

Membership Form

I looked for these guys while in Albuquerque. Did not spot one. I

have been looking since I was 10 years old. Shoot, change the TV
channel.

ENDE
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