August 04, 2017

Volume 764

This Biweekly Update is published every other Tuesday. Its purpose is to keep the Hof Reunion Association (HRA) members
informed about events occurring between regular publications of the Hof Connection Newsletter which appears in January
and July of each year..

●

●

What has the Secretary been up To?

●

Margit Norwood
Secretary, HRA
secretary@hofreunion.org

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

I’m back from Minneapolis, MN where I attended the first ever
International Genealogy Conference for people who have ancestors
from German-speaking countries. The 700 attendees came from
several continents–one guy from as far away as Australia. We were
spread out over four hotels. Each morning, a bus picked us up between
6 and 7 AM; and each evening we were shuttled back to our hotels
between 5 and 6 PM. At the conference site, all the presentations ran
like clockwork (not that you would expect anything else from people who
have German genes!)
We had several speakers from Germany , including Dirk Weissleder
who is the National Chairman of the DAGV (Deutsche
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Genealogischer Verbände e. V.)–the umbrella
organization over all German genealogical organization. I first met Dirk
during a Federal Genealogy Society conference in San Antonio, where
he delighted in learning about Davy Crockett’s famous words when he
lost his Tennessee bid for U.S. Congress. Davy said: “You can all go to
hell, but I’m going to Texas!” If you are interested in learning more about
the DAGV you can go to http://www.dagv.org/.
Another speaker was James M. Beidler. Those of you who have a
subscription to German Life Magazine might be familiar with his name.
He always contributes an article to the magazine.
Another excellent speaker was Ursula C. Krause, from Berlin. She
started out her working life as an attorney, but decided that this career
didn’t make her happy at all. More about her here.
The next International Conference will be in Sacramento, CA, in 2019.
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Knight
Brady
Dickson
Bender
Pirozzi
Smith
McDaniel
Campbell
Eberhardt
Schefft

Happy August
Birthday
Lamb
Gelascon
Hopper
Holden
Wible
Williams
Bussiere
Nottingham
Natalie
Christenson
Bales
Gray
Nelson
Peterson
Berry
Riggin
Spaeth
Carrico
Flannery
Resnick
Campbell
Rabidoux
Wymard
Novelli
McDaniel
Churchill
Cowherd
Mapel
Prince
Bienko
Murray
Thomas
Szyperski
Pirozzi
Thomas
Campbell
Harland
Heggie

John
August 2, 1941
Richard (friend Vinson) August 3, 1929
Sophye
August 3, 1931
Darlene
August 4, 1939
John
August 4, 1941
Kristine
August 4, 1945
Kathy
August 5, 1948
Phyllis
August 6, 1943
Karin
August 7, 1942
Mary A.
August 8, 1945
Helga
August 10, 1946
John
August 10, 1946
Janice
August 10, 1947
Lance
August 10, 1940
Gert
August 12, 1938
Jim
August 12, 1939
Timothy
August 13, 1946
Kathryn
August 14, 1947
Bruce
August 14, 1946
Howard
August 14, 1937
Alfred
August 16, 1946
Alan
August 16, 1946
Almut
August 16, 1941
Doris
August 17, 1940
Jim
August 18, 1942
Dallas
August 19, 1930
Brigitte
August 21, 1945
Robert
August 22, 1939
Larry
August 22, 1941
John
August 23, 1937
Phil
August 23, 1940
Billy
August 23, 1936
Mary
August 24, 1926
Rosemarie
August 25, 1936
Phyllis
August 25, 1943
Jay
August 26, 1941
Bernard
August 26, 1937
Norman
August 26, 1942

Tom
Sam
Karen
Elisa
Pasquale
James J.
Mary
Karin "Schaller"
Suzanne
Valerie

August 26, 1932
August 28, 1937
August 28, 1960
August 29, 1946
August 29, 1936
August 29, 1942
August 30, 1941
August 31, 1947
August 31, 1946
August 31, 1951

Happy August
Anniversary
Futrell
Berger
Dorsch
Murch
Resnick
Tweed
Niebuhr
Webb
Librizzo
Detzler
McGuire
Atwood
Hall
Freddie
Combs
Gebhardt
Hamill
Szyperski
Delp
Mapel
Murphrey
Deemer
Murray

Sidney & Gayle
Larry & Donna
John & Robyn
Walter & Shirley
Howard & Patti
Dewey & Theresa
Claude & Susanne
Marvin & Nora
Jerry & Erika
Michael & Laura
Paul & Marlene
Ronald & Karen
Billy & Karin
Al & Mary
Bill & Marcia
Rainer & Cynthia
Melvin & Ilse
Raymond & Mary
Richard & Shannon
Robert & Janet
Stephen & Donna
Alexander & Karen
Phil & Jo

August 2, 1987
August 5, 1967
August 5, 1972
August 8, 1964
August 8, 1964
August 12, 2011
August 13, 1966
August 13, 1966
August 14, 1971
August 15, 1995
August 18, 1955
August 21, 1965
August 21, 1965
August 22, 1959
August 23, 1958
August 23, 1972
August 23, 1968
August 23, 1958
August 24, 1968
August 26, 1972
August 30, 1969
August 31, 1968
August 31, 1963
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MARK CLEMENS
<samtwain1@gmail.com>
Secretary’s Note: This information was forwarded to me by Jerry Middendorf on 21 July, via email. In that
email, Mark Clemens stated that he had finally received a date for his back surgery. It is scheduled for 7
August–still enough time for the Hofers to send him some well-wishes.
Mark, all the best and a quick recovery! If you can’t make the reunion, we’ll miss you, but we’ll understand. I
had to cancel my registration two years ago in August, because I got a surprise lung cancer diagnosis. The
surgery went well and, thankfully, I haven’t had any recurrence. But sometimes, our plans just go awry, don’t
they. My mother always said, “Der Mensch denkt; Gott lenkt” (Man proposes; God disposes).
Let us know how you are doing.

================================

(07/19/17 - 08/04/17)
Norman Holliday Corkran, III Obituary
John Phillip Corryn Obituary
James W. Doepp Obituary
Russel W. Moyer Obituary
Peter R. Russo, Jr. Obituary*
*We think that this is the right obituary for Peter R. Russo, Jr. If anyone knows otherwise, please let us know.
We are also very sad to report that Helga Mewes Haese, one of our German members, has lost her husband
Joachim Haese after a long illness. I received the following email from Helga:
Dear Friends
It is with great sorrow that I have to inform you that my beloved husband Joachim passed away early
Wednesday morning, 26 July.
Memorial service will be held on Tuesday, 1 August, 14:00, in the chapel of the graveyard in Rattelsdorf. The
urn will be placed to rest at a later date.
In place of flowers we will be making a donation to the Cancer Society.
Helga Haese
Grabenstr. 19
96179 Rattelsdorf

================================
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(07/19/17 - 08/04/17)
Jean M. Davare Obituary
JoAnn Dobek Obituary
Sandra Majors Ellege Obituary
Angelika L. Rasp Kernan Obituary
Doris Kreuzer Obituary

Our sincere Condolences to the Families!
================================

Membership Renewals
(07/19/17 - 08/04/17)
Last
Reed
Spicer
Norwood
Norwood
Thompson

First
Dean
Claude
Margit
Calvin
Francis

Dues
$30.00
$75.00
$30.00
$30.00
$15.00

Remarks
FY19
FY24
FY20
FY20
FY22

T

n
ha

k

u
yo

================================

Donations
(07/19/17 - 08/04/17)
Last
Reed
Spicer
Thompson

First
Dean
Claude
Francis

Amount
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$100.00

================================
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New Find/Reconnected
(07/19/17 - 08/04/17)
NONE
================================

Corrections: Address/Phone/Email
(07/19/17 - 08/04/17)
Last

First

Almonroeder

William G.

Doyle
Doody
Dudley

Dixon
Jones

Address/City/State/Zip Code

Telephone

1401 White Oak Trl
Godfrey/IL/62035-5706
(618) 467-1401
Phillip Ray
712 Pryse Farm Blvd./
Knoxville/TN/37934-5316
(865) 675-7543
Roland Joseph 43402 W Maricopa Ave./
Maricopa/AZ/85138-5625
(602) 237-0689
Verena A.
(Hollen)
47 Beach St./Plymouth/MA/
02360-1057
James Edward
Wayne 9113 Dempsey Drive NE/Albuquerque/
NM /87109-6034

Email

almonrw2@att.net
oldstage1@chartertn.net

jamesu@yahoo.com

================================

New Members
(07/19/17 - 08/04/17)
NONE
================================
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Last
Alekson
Alexander
Ballou
Barnes
Boggs
Campbell
Cherpes
Churchill
Davino
Dietz
Fahrbach
Futrell
Fukomoto
Hall
Hamill
Heggie
Hines
Holden
Hörath
Juergens
Kaiser
Kielbania
Krcma
Lamb
Little
Luckenbill
Mangas
Middendorf
Mikloiche
Müller
Murch
Murphrey
Murray
Natalie
Niebuhr
Norwood
Pace
Pouch
Queen
Reed

First

State

Bob & Sandy
James & Susan
Willies & Cathye
David & Terry
Mike
J.C. & Mary
Gary & Sandy
Dallas
Barbara
Alois & Rosie
Christa
Sidney & Gayle
Francis & Jo Ann
Billy & Karin
Melvin & Ilse
Norm & Norma
Norman & Ursula
Dan & Darlene
Robert & Hanna
Ken & Briana
Matthew
Ken & Gay
Greg & Sandy
John
Bill
Nita
Jerry
Jerry & Hilde
Tom & Inge
Anna
Walter & Shirley
Steve & Donna
Phil & Jo
Karin
Claude & Susanne
Margit
John & Agnes
Heidi
Rosie
Dean

FL
TX
TX
MT
KY
CA
MI
TX
FL
GE
NY
TX
HI
AZ
DE
MA
WA
KY
GE
MO
FL
WI
AZ
MS
AZ
PA
MD
CT
GE
CA
NC
CA
MI
MS
TX
GA
TX
DE
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Guest

Guests, Schuety
Guest, Holden

Friend, Lamb

Last

First

State

Richardson
Riggin
Riverkamp
Robinson
Scanny
Scholl
Schuety
Scott
Shananhan
Sorensen
Spaeth
Spicer
Stankich
Thompson
Thompson
Tiller
Tribble
Ward

Mary
Jim & Traudl
Don
Jerry & Gudrun
Dan & Carol
John
Ramon & Elfriede
Brent & Linda
Michael
Grant & Dona
Timothy
Claude
Charles & Evi
Dean & Shirley
Francis
Roy & Claudia
Walter & Margot
Bill & Edie

KS
CO
TX
TN
CA
MO
MT
CA
IL
TX
GA
KS
TX
TX
CO
MD
TN
FL

Marshall
Middledorf

Brenda
Fred

MD
MD

Guest
Guest, Spicer

Friend, Middledorf

================================

Message from Don Riverkamp
Past HRA Secretary
river1940@sbcglobal.net

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION FOR 2017 HRA ALBUQUERQUE REUNION - AUGUST 10, 2017
Time has arrived for making plans to attend this year’s HRA Reunion in Albuquerque, NM. Why not fill out the
2017 Albuquerque Registration Form, and mail it to our HRA Adjutant, Steve Murphrey. Remember,
DEADLINE is August 10th. Mail your registration to:
Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Drive
Apex, NC 27539
This year’s reunion will be September 10-16, which is a wonderful time of the year in New Mexico and will be
at this Albuquerque location.
Fairfield Inn by Marriott Hotel
1760 Menaul Boulevard NE
Albuquerque, NM 87102
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Let’s face it, we are all getting older, possibly having some health issues, and some have other family and
friends commitments. However, if you live within a day or day & a half from Albuquerque, this is the perfect
time to make the 2017 reunion. If you live more than two days drive from this location, but have never been
out west, this is the place to visit, and why not attend while many of your fellow Hofers are there to celebrate
with you. SO, if you are healthy enough, please think about filling out that form and making plans to attend this
year’s reunion. We would love to see as many fellow Hofers as possible in Albuquerque..
ALSO - The 2017 HRA Albuquerque Reunion pins will be in your registration packet when you register on
Sunday, September 10. Extra 2017 pins will be on sale at $2.00 each. During Registration on Sunday, we will
have our HRA Hof Germany Hats on sale for $8.00 each while they last..... We also will have some pins from
past reunions and they will be for sale for $.25 each.
We will ONLY have about 5 extra 2017 Albuquerque Shirts on sale, SO make sure if you want a Sapphire
Gilden Unisex Polo Short Sleeve Reunion Shirt, order one or two on the registration sheet. If you forgot to
order one or more when you registered, you can still order them by August 10th deadline by contacting our
HRA Adjutant Steve Murphrey.

================================

NOTES FROM YOUR SECRETARY:
● The deadline to register for the reunion is 10 August.
● The deadline to make hotel reservations is 20 August. Call 505-889-4000 to get the hotel’s direct line.
Some members have called an 800 number which is a centralized reservation number, and the people at
that number may not know anything about the HRA reunion arrangements at the Albuquerque hotel.
● Cancellations for hotel reservations must be received by 6:00 pm on the day of your scheduled arrival, to
avoid billing.
● When you call to make your hotel reservations, make sure that you let them know that you are with the Hof
Reunion Association. The negotiated $79/night rate only applies if you clearly let them know that you will
be with the HRA. Per contract stipulation, “rates cannot be changed upon check-in or at checkout times for
guests who fail to identify their affiliation at the time the reservation is requested.”
● Check-in time is 3 pm; check-out time is 12 pm.
● If you plan to rent a car in Albuquerque, here are the directions from the airport to the hotel. As you can
see, it’s less than 7 miles. If you decide to forgo the rental car, the taxi fare shouldn’t be prohibitive. Here
are some of the options for ground transportation from the airport.
● Don’t forget to tell your bank that you will be traveling and using your credit card(s) elsewhere.
● Don’t forget your medications. Bringing along a list of all the medications you take would be a good idea.
If you have a plethora of doctors that you visit on a regular basis, you might consider carrying their
business cards in your wallet.
● While traveling, it can get confusing on how much to tip all who provide services for us. I am including
some tipping information that I found on http://www.itipping.com:
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How Much Should I Tip While Traveling?
Thank the people who get you to your destination and who help you enjoy your trip.
To and From the Airport
Taxi or Limo Drivers 15% - 20% of the
bill.
Hotel Courtesy Shuttle Drivers $1-$2
per person, extra if he handles luggage.
Porter
bags.

$1 per bag, $2 for very heavy

Sky Cap $1 per bag, $2 for very heavy
bags. Additional $1-$2 optional for
curbside check in.
At the Hotel
Bell Man or Bell Captain $1 per bag, $2
for very heavy bags.
Maids $1-$3 per day depending on the
amount of mess and the grade of the hotel,
more ($5-$10 a day) for high-end hotels.
Leave the tip someplace where it's clear
that it's a tip -- on the pillow or on the desk
with a note.
Room Service 15%-20%, depending on
service. Service is often already added.
Parking Attendant $1-$2, usually when
they bring you your car.
Doorman
Tip $1 if the doorman hails
you a cab. If he also carries your bags, tip
$1-$2 per bag.
Concierge If he gives you advice, tipping
is not necessary. If he does something out
of the way, like getting difficult restaurant
reservations or tickets, $5-$20 (or more) is
the norm, depending on the difficulty. You
can tip at the time of service or at the end
of your stay.
Other Courtesy Items
If you request
something delivered to your room, like a
hair dryer or an iron, tip $1 per item
received.
Touring
Tour Guides $1 for half-day tours, $2 for
full-day tours. Tip a private guide more.

================================
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Submitted by Don Riverkamp
Past HRA Secretary and Proud Grandpa
river1940@sbcglobal.net

Following is a great story, as told by Amanda Johnson, granddaughter of Don Riverkamp. Don said I could
use it in the Update, “IF I WANT.” Well, of course I want, Don! This is something to be shouted from the roof
tops, and we are very proud of Amanda’s accomplishments–right along with you!

HBU Women's Basketball | 7/17/2017 3:23:00 PM
WBB: Johnson Enjoys Unique Opportunity During Summer
Junior guard shadows neuro-oncologist Dr. Ekokobe Fonkem.
HBU junior guard Amanda Johnson shares her experiences as she prepares for a career in neurology
following her playing career.

This summer I had the privilege of shadowing Dr. Ekokobe Fonkem, a neuro-oncologist at the Scott & White
Hospital in Temple, TX, near my hometown of Georgetown. He is one of approximately 200 neuro-oncologists
in both the US and Canada combined, so having the opportunity to follow him for a month was an honor and
unique experience. Neuro-oncology is the study of cancer in the brain and spinal cord, which deals with a
variety of tumors and the associated symptoms and neurological effects. During the month's time that I was
with Dr. Fonkem, I joined him when meeting patients in his clinic and on rounds in the hospital, and I was able
to watch a few procedures as well.
As expected, I learned a lot about the field of neuro-oncology and the dynamics of diagnosing and treating
many different conditions, but I also began to understand how important it is to connect with patients and
attend to both their physical and mental states. This particular field of medicine entails many bad outcomes, as
do most cancer specialties, which forced me to come face-to-face with people who have very limited time left
and people who were just receiving the prognosis. While this seems depressing, I was surprised to see that,
although they received heartbreaking news, it often brought out the best in people. I encountered many
patients with a terminal diagnosis who were loving and kind individuals and some of the most upbeat patients. I
believe that's because this illness forced them to realize that a truly wonderful life is not defined by the quantity
of time you live, but by the quality of this time, however short it may be. Needless to say, it was an eye-opening
experience that I will not forget.
I am very thankful that I was able to shadow Dr. Fonkem because he is an incredible teacher and a joy to be
around. He always made sure that I was learning new things, but not just about neuro-oncology. He taught me
what it's like to have a career in this field, things to focus on as I move on to medical school, and helped me
understand how to talk to patients and make them feel comfortable, and he even mixed in a few life lessons.
Additionally, I had the opportunity to write a paper with another college student that was submitted to the
Society of Neuro-Oncology. If accepted, the paper could be selected to be presented at the annual conference
in November. I also had the opportunity to co-author an article with Dr. Fonkem that could potentially be
published in a medical journal. Both of these are icing on the cake for me because I not only got the unique
chance to shadow a neuro-oncologist for several weeks, but I had the added advantage of writing two papers
with the opportunity to be published. In all, I gained much more than I ever expected from Dr. Fonkem and will
always be grateful for all he has done.
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As I will be applying for medical school next summer, this invaluable experience will be an advantage for me
because it shows that I have had good exposure in the medical field already. Many people assume that
medical schools focus mainly on GPA and MCAT (Medical College Admissions Test) scores, but what sets
applicants apart and makes them more valuable is involvement in extracurriculars. Things such as
volunteering, joining clubs at your university, playing sports, and shadowing physicians demonstrate to your
potential medical school that you are a well-rounded individual and one they want attending their school.
For the past few years, I have been quite focused on the field of general neurology (a wider spectrum than
neuro-oncology) and I felt positive it would be the path I would take after medical school. Now that I've had this
exposure to the oncology aspect of neurology, it has widened my previously narrow vision. I've always said
that I will ultimately choose whichever specialty I fall in love with, whether it's actually neurology or not, and
who knows, maybe one day I will be working as a neuro-oncologist alongside Dr. Fonkem – a place I can't
imagine not falling in love with.
I knew that pursuing a Biology degree while playing Division 1 basketball would be challenging and I feel that
with my work ethic and determination, as well as, the support that I receive at HBU from the faculty, staff and
our coaching staff, I have been given the opportunity to put in place a plan for success. The small class sizes
at HBU have given me the chance to get to know the faculty well and I truly appreciate them and the coaching
staff for supporting me as a I pursue my professional goals.

Way to Go, Amanda!
Secretary’s Note: As I told Don, I had no idea that there were so many different subspecialties in the field of
Neurology until Calvin was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis and, later down the road, with Parkinson’s
Disease.
Amanda will be studying cancers of the central nervous system (brain and spinal cord). Just for kicks, I asked
Google how many nerve cells are in a human body. According to Neurogenetics at the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center, the human body has 95 to 100 billion neurons or nerve cells. The brain
alone has at least 85 billion of these cells, although estimates go as high as 1 trillion. (www.quora.com). Wow!
We humans are a complicated bunch.

================================

The End of RIAS
and
The End of AFN in Germany
Topic submitted by Jerry Mangas
HRA Webmeister
hofreunion@ptd.net

“RIAS was founded by the United States in 1946, when an occupied Berlin was divided into four sectors, each
controlled by one of the Allied powers -- the United States, Britain, France and the Soviet Union. Its initials
stood for Radio in the American Sector, although the East German authorities suggested RIAS stood for
Revanchism, Intervention, Anti-Bolshevism and Sabotage.” (Quote from A Cold-War Voice Fades From the
Berlin Airwaves, by STEPHEN KINZER, published on January 4, 1994.)
Your secretary remembers RIAS! The lights of the RIAS in Hof were close to where my family lived.
Whenever my parents and I were walking home, often in the dark, after visiting with relatives and friends, one
of us always said, “there is the RIAS; we are almost home.” And many of us native Hofers will remember the
radio program “Der Onkel Tobias vom RIAS ist Da.” For those of us who like to occasionally immerse
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themselves in nostalgia, here is a website I found that has old Onkel Tobias episodes for your listening
pleasure. You can also go to the rias1.de archive for all kinds of stuff. One of the links on that site takes you
to Radio Luxembourg which I listened to all the time as a teenager.

On 19 October 1994, at 1300 hours, the RIAS in Hof was demolished. This utube shows the demolition.
And here is the utube that Jerry Mangas sent us and which shows the demise of AFN in Germany in 2015.
“The American Forces Network can trace its origins to May 26, 1942, when the War Department established
the Armed Forces Radio Service (AFRS).” Quote from the Wikipedia article on the history of the American
Forces Network.

================================

THE JAKOBSWEG (ST. JAMES WAY)
How many of you can list a number of guesthouses and bars in Hof? No sweat!
How many of you know where to find your favorite Hofer Wärschtlamo (wiener man)? Easy peasy!
How many of you know that the St. James Way has a route through Hof? Huh?
The Jakobsweg, aka St. James Way, aka the Camino de Santiago is the name of a number of pilgrimage
routes on which one can get to the shrine of the apostle St. James the Great. The shrine is located in the
Cathedral of Santiago in Spain. It is said the St. James is buried there. People often hike these trails.
I had no clue that the Jakobsweg also led through Hof–not until our last reunion when I noticed this sign on the
side of the Marienkirche in the Altstadt:
In the Middle Ages, a hostel for pilgrims stood in the place
where the Marienkirche is today. The hostel was called Zur
Goldenen Sonne. From there, according to the sign, the
pilgrims had another 2780 km to go before reaching Santiago.
If you would take the pilgrimage through Hof today, and if you
were to take the old trade route (now B2) from Saxony to get to
Nürnberg where pilgrims usually met up to continue together
towards Santiago de Compostela, you would probably follow
this route: Plauen–>Hof–>Helmbrechts–>Marktschorgast
–>Bayreuth–>Pegnitz–>Nürnberg.
Another option would be via Őlsnitz–>Hof–>Schwarzenbach an
der Saale–>Weissenstadt–>Fichtelgebirge–>Creuβen–
>Nürnberg.
Info from:
http://www.jakobus-oberfranken.de/
http://www.jakobus-franken.de/
https://www.jakobsweg.ch/de/eu/de/jakobswege/jakobsweghof-nuernberg/
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This overview of pilgrimage paths is available from http://www.deutsche-jakobswege-uebersicht.html. The
site has 30 links to different paths and you can also go to their shop and order a DVD.

================================
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DIE HOFER WǞRSCHLAMǞNNER
EIN FALL FÜR DIPPOLD
“Ein Fall für Dippold (A Case for Dippold)” is a new weekly TV series on TVO television in Germany.
Prof. Günter Dippold is a Heimatpfleger–someone who fosters historical and cultural values of a particular
region. In Dippold’s case, that region is Oberfranken (Upper Franconia). Dr. Dippold also is a professor at the
University of Bamberg.
Recently, Dippold included a story of HOF’s WǞRSCHLAMǞNNER. The first Hofer Wärschtlamo dates back
to 1881.

Dippold also has a Facebook Page.
================================
HOFER SCHNITZ
Yes! Definitely! Absolutely! Hofer Schnitz belong in the historical category! Schnitz is an “Eintopf”–a dish
cooked in one pot. It includes vegetables of the season and beef. Each time you reheat it, it gets better. I
found some historical Franconian recipes online and it includes a recipe for Schnitz. There is no doubt in my
mind that many of you have better Schnitz recipes, and if you do, then please share them with us. My mother
used to make the best Schnitz. My dad always had a vegetable garden (where I suspect he hid out to get
away from the women folk.) It was his therapy. Whenever my mother cooked Schnitz, we always had the
freshest vegetables from my dad’s garden.
To go with the Schnitz, you have to make some Baggela (potato pancakes).

Schnitz und Backela

Our Schnitz are so famous that we even have a song
for that dish! (Sorry about the bad quality of the
picture.)

Ver Freid machts Herz en Hupfera,
denn heint gibt Schnitz und Backela.
Ob gruuß ob klaa, ob aorm, ob reich;
die Loust is ejberaoll die gleich,
wenn dampfm tun mit duftger Hitz
e rechta gruußs schissl Schnitz
und Backela, su knusprich braun,
des schmeckt eich gout, ihr glabbt des kaum!
Des is e Kost fier alla Leit;
sei hots scho gäim in alter Zeit.
E Hausmoansskost vo dera Aort
und mit eweng Humor gepaort
des selln dej paor Geschichtla saa.
Wenn sej eich gfalln, naou freits mich aa.
An Vortall ham sa: kaorz und klaor
und nuch drzou, dej senn aa waohr
Note: The dialect is not quite Hoferisch;
but It’s in the neighborhood.
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HOFER BAGGELA

The recipe at left is from
Franziska Hanel’s
Kochbuch.
You can find the book at
https://www.amazon.de/
SchnitzSchwaa%C3%9F-undSchweinebroutn/dp/3921
615755

================================
HOF BLEIBT HOF!
(The Hof Song, as it was sung prior to 1900–with some minor changes)

================================
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Did you know that in the back of Hof’s directory is an additional section that lists all of the streets of Hof and
describes how the names of these streets developed? I had no idea that there was such a thing until my
cousin Sonja showed it to me when I was staying with her during our last reunion in Hof. Here are some
examples:
Königstraβe: Benannt 1894. Als Hauptzufahrt zu dem 1880 errrichteten Neuen Bahnhof eine der
repräsentativsten Straβen der Stadt, von der Pfarr zum Bahnhofsplatz führend. Das südliche Drittel wurde
aber erst Jahrzehnte später ausgebaut. Am 29.3.1933 in “AdolfHitlerStraβe” umbenannt, 1946 wieder
Königstraβe.
Kulmbacher Straβe: Westliche Ausfallstraβe, bei Freiheitshalle und Schlachthof beginnend. Als
Bundesstraβe 15 Zubringer zur Autobahnausfahrt HofWest. Bis 1946 WilhelmGustloffStraβe genannt.
Kornhausweg (I lived there): Benannt 1931. Siedlungsweg, führt vom ehemaligen Kornhaus am Neuhofer
Weiher in südlicher Richtung.
The listing also includes areas of Hof, such as Neuhof: Heute der Name eines ausgedehnten Stadtviertels im
Nordwesten Hofs. Ursprünglich, vom Mittelalter bis ins 19. Jahrhundert, bestand Neuhof nur aus einem
einzigen Bauerngut am Neuhofer Weiher, das dem Hospital gehörte (heute Gaststätte “Höhna”). Dazu gehörte
auch das Kornhaus, eine gemauerte Scheune von 1538, die 1985 ausbrannte und 1986 abgebrochen wurde.
Oberes Tor: Kurzes Straβenstück zwischen Altstadt, Ludwigstraβe und Karolinenstraβe. Hier stand seit etwa
1260 das Obere Tor der mittelalterlichen Stadtbefestigung, das 1810 abgebrochen wurde. 1851 wurde die
Durchfahrt zur jetzigen Breite verdoppelt.
If anyone would like information on a particular street, let me know.

================================

EXPOSING LIFE BEHIND THE BERLIN WALL
NEW YORK TIMES, 24 JULY 2017

The first time Harf Zimmermann visited East Berlin’s
Hufelandstrasse neighborhood, he sensed it was unlike any
other neighborhood he’d known in East Germany. Linden
trees lined the streets, as did many privately-owned shops, an
unusual sight in a socialist state.
“In a word, it was less gray,” Mr. Zimmermann said. “There
was more color.
Mr. Zimmermann moved to Hufelandstrasse in 1980. He was
25 years old and living in his first apartment, a small studio
assigned to him by the socialist administration because he’d
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agreed to fix a gutter that sometimes leaked through the window. Two years later, he started studying
photography at the Academy of Visual Arts in Leipzig. Inspired by Bruce Davidson’s book, “East 100th Street,”
which cataloged a single block in East Harlem, Mr. Zimmermann began regularly photographing people and
places in his own neighborhood.
“I was out with my camera nearly every day,” he said. “I had become part of the landscape.”
At first, he said, his neighbors found his creative endeavor confusing. Whenever they’d seen a camera in
Hufelandstrasse before, it was typically a newspaper photographer who wanted them to pose in ways that
enforced prevailing socialist tropes. Mr. Zimmermann, meanwhile, just asked them to stand simply as they
were.
“They were flattered that somebody was really interested in them as human beings,” he said.
In 1986, he started shooting exclusively with a large-format camera,
a practice he continued for the next year and a half. The
photographs from that period are now collected in “Hufelandstrasse,
1055 Berlin,” which Steidl published this month.
Often, Mr. Zimmermann made special appointments for portrait
sessions with shop owners and residents he met on the street. Other
times, however, he simply stood outside with his camera and
wrangled people for a photograph as they passed. He particularly
enjoyed making photos of groups.
“There’s a lot of psychology involved,” he said. “You can read a lot
from those photographs. They’re not as stiff as they seem.”

Margot Schulz, disabled retiree, with three of her fourteen

children.

Granted, Mr. Zimmermann’s cumbersome camera drew significantly
more attention on the street, and he was often mistaken for a surveyor. The camera also required him to slow
down his process. His shortest portrait sessions took between 5 and 10 minutes, but many took 20 minutes or
more.
“It’s a whole performance,” he said. “You’re the master of ceremonies so you have to entertain the group and
wait for the right moment to take the picture. There’s a whole catalog
of stupid jokes I’d have to go through.”
Later, Mr. Zimmermann extended his sessions to his neighbors’
homes, where he made color photographs of people in spaces where
they were much freer to express themselves than they were in public.
“Every inch was designed by the residents,” he said. “The room they
wanted to have their photo taken in, the way they dressed up, the
items around them, I thought all of that would reveal something.”
Hufelandstrasse’s look changed significantly during the decade he
lived there, Mr. Zimmermann said. Many of the beautiful balconies
that gave the apartment buildings their special character were
Gudrun (employee at the district council) and her
daughter Urte (student).
removed in 1985 because of safety concerns. Later, when leaking
HARF ZIMMERMANN
polluted the soil, the linden trees died and were cut down.
Mr. Zimmermann moved to nearby Mitte in 1991, seeking more space and a change of scenery. After a small
gallery show in 1989, his photos of Hufelandstrasse sat untouched in a box for two decades.
The fall of the Berlin Wall brought even bigger changes to Hufelandstrasse, Mr. Zimmermann noted in 2010,
when he returned to photograph his old neighborhood for a GEO magazine issue on the 20th anniversary of
German reunification. The new Hufelandstrasse, he said, was perfectly pleasant but significantly less
interesting. Scores of young parents with children, but few elderly people, walked the streets. Playgrounds
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Playgrounds and condos, hip restaurants and cafes now dominated the landscape
“Most houses that at the end of socialism could barely hold up were back in perfect repair,” he said.
“Everything seemed almost freshly painted, a little like a just-opened Disneyland.”
Still, Mr. Zimmermann recognized a few people he knew from the old days. In their eyes, the curious and
camera-wielding Mr. Zimmermann easily resumed a familiar role.
“Very quickly I had almost the same status again after 25 years,” he said. “I was the guy with the camera out
there every day.”

================================

The picture above is on the Facebook Page of a group that practices the old German-style writing. It is
beautiful to look at; but there are times, especially in researching your ancestors, that you develop the urge to
curse the writers of these birth, marriage, and death certificates. The documents are handwritten, and some of
these civil servants and ministers had terrible handwriting. A Beamter (civil servant) in the Marktredwitz
archive once sent me a document with the note saying that the originator of that document had a Saupfote
(the paw of a sow).
For any of you who might want to practice the Alte Deutsche Schrift, here is the alphabet which I also found
on the group’s Facebook page. It was submitted by Ulrike Faeuster who found it at the Landesarchiv

Rheinland.

There are several old writing styles. Kurrent- (19th and early 20th Century), Sütterlin- (Schools started using it
in the 1920s), and Offenbacher Schrift (developed in 1927, but never caught on in the schools). When I
started learning cursive, we wrote in “Lateinisch.” You can find this information here. This site also has
poems written in the old style.

=================================
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THE ZUCKERTÜTE
When German children start first grade, the custom is to give them a “Zuckertüte”–a cone that is filled with
sweets. Here are the instruction to make your own cone..

================================

RIDDLE ME THIS!
Well, I started this Update talking about genealogy, so I think I will
end on that same subject. Let’s see if you can help me figure out
this relationship in my family:
At left is a picture of my maternal Oma, Anna Christiane
Degenkolb, on her wedding day to Eberhard Beyerlein. They had a
son, Ludwig. Then WW I came along and Eberhard didn’t survive.
My grandmother then married Eberhard’s brother, Philip Beierlein (I
have no idea why the two brothers spelled their last names
differently; but all records show that oddity.) Philip and Christiane
then had twin girls (Anna and Gerda) and another boy (Karl). Anna
was my mother; Gerda was the mother of Sonja Dietz (some of you
met her during the Hof reunions we had.)

Christiane & Eberhard Beyerlein

Here is the riddle: Is Ludwig the half-brother of the twin girls (the
mothers of Sonja and me), or is he a cousin? Ludwig’s father and
Anna & Gerda’s father were, after all, brothers.
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During the last Hof reunion, I brought this up to my cousin Sonja, and you
should have seen the look she gave me! She said WAAAAS????? Jetzt hör fei
auf!!!!!
For the record: Sonja and I have always considered Ludwig an uncle, and a
brother to our mothers. I just wanted to pull Sonja’s leg a bit. She breaks out
in a sweat whenever the subject of genealogy comes up. Years ago, the
descendant of my mother’s aunt (who had immigrated to the U.S.) came to Hof
to do some genealogy research. Sonja was volunteered to drive him around to
all the archives and churches. She is not interested in looking for dead people
at all and, after all this time,, she still panics just thinking about that experience.
At right is my sweet Oma with her first-born, my Uncle Ludwig. I remember
Uncle Ludwig as a very sweet, quiet man. He worked for the railroad.

================================

…for your membership renewals!
…for your contributions to the Biweekly Update!

================================
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