May 16, 2017

Volume 758

This Biweekly Update is published every other Tuesday. Its purpose is to keep the Hof Reunion Association (HRA) members
informed about events occurring between regular publications of the Hof Connection Newsletter which appears in January
and July of each year..

●

●

The Board would like to say

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

To all of our Members!
You have probably heard this greeting while you
were in Germany. People say it in passing; or while
shaking hands of individuals when meeting up
with a group of people. Saying “Grüβ Gott” doesn’t
literally ask you to to and say hello to God. The
greeting loosely translates to “God Bless You.” To
read more about this, go to this article.
================================
With the arrival of the computer age, the world seems to have become
smaller. Many foreign words have found their way into the German
language. These days, instead of hearing Grüβ Gott, you frequently hear
the English “hello” and “hi.” They are perfectly acceptable words.

●

●
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Pelton
Zimmerman
Smeal
Wood
Larson
Reczek
Rocha
Murphrey
Riggin
Miller
Coker
Hensley
Norman
Alexander
Burr/Zimmerman
Neiswander
Zaremba

Happy May
Birthday
McGuire
Wiemann
Cherpes
Davis
Sleeper
Durham
Brisbon
Johnson
Berry
Meeker
Cruise
Niebuhr
Cutter (Lamb)
Davino
Tweed
Witthoft
Chaney
Rupprecht
Jones
O'Brien
Beckham
Adams
Webb
Cowherd
Nickerson
Schneider
Poturalski
August
Spaeth
Fontes
Hoerath
Wright
Feldkamp
Gebhardt
Nelson
Row
Gentilini

Marlene
Brigitte
Sandy
Roberta
Priscilla
Helga
Chloe
Jeannette
Jim
Doyle
Robert
Claude
Caroline
Barbara
Theresa
Jackie
Bobbie
Harry
Ken
John
Mary
John Jack
Marvin
Larry
Tom
Veronica
Melvin
Larry
Sandy
John c.
Robert
Shirley
Marilyn
Cynthia
Miles
Vera
Elfriede

May 1, 1936
May 1, 1950
May 2, 1940
May 2, 1943
May 2, 1938
May 3, 1949
May 4, 1939
May 4, 1946
May 5, 1936
May 5, 1943
May 6, 1946
May 6, 1943
May 7, 1965
May 7, 1936
May 7, 1934
May 7, 1953
May 8, 1948
May 8, 1930
May 9, 1954
May 9, 1940
May 10, 1939
May 13, 1947
May 13, 1940
May 14, 1937
May 14, 1939
May 14, 1951
May 15, 1938
May 16, 1945
May 17, 1957
May 18, 1930
May 19, 1940
May 19, 1937
May 20, 1934
May 20, 1950
May 20, 1943
May 20, 1933
May 21, 1942

Harvey
Anne (D Burr)
Jerry
Shirley
Sarah
Thomas
Fern
Donna
Traudl 'Duenne'
Don
Bennie
Penny
Robert
Susan
Dinnis/Ann
Fran
Cookie

May 21, 1939
May 21, 1952
May 22, 1933
May 22, 1941
May 23, 1946
May 23, 1936
May 23, 1928
May 24, 1948
May 24, 1941
May 25, 1945
May 26, 1940
May 26, 1949
May 27, 1942
May 29, 1952
May 29, 1992
May 29, 1947
May 30, 1945

Happy May
Anniversary
Bender
Engelken
Kernan
Frost
Hale
Ward
Root
Cameron
Henderson
Hoerath
Brown
Cowherd
Witthoft
Heggie
Davis
Nelson

Larry & Elisa
Dan & Dee
Paul & Angelika
Jim & Judy
Marvin & Margit
Bill & Edie
Leo & Ilse
William & Patricia
Lonnie & Hazel
Robert & Hanna
Kenneth & Kevin
Larry & Brigitte
Roy & Jackie
Norman & Norma
Charles & Roberta
Miles & Janice

May 1, 1976
May 2, 1964
May 3, 1966
May 5, 1973
May 7, 1975
May 9, 1964
May 10, 1968
May 13, 1967
May 13, 1978
May 20, 1961
May 21, 1983
May 23, 1967
May 24, 1997
May 25, 1968
May 26,1962
May 27, 2006

================================
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On 9 May, Jerry Middendorf informed us that Bruce and Brigitte Cook
<bcook77@woh.rr.com> were in Dresden, Germany, to be at the hospital
with Brigitte’s 96-year-old mother who was to have a heart valve
replacement. On 13 May, Jerry forwarded a Facebook post from Bruce
and Brigitte in which they said, “Brigitte and I want to thank everyone for
their good thoughts and prayers for Brigitte’s mother. Here in Dresden
they would not replace her heart valve, due to her age; but they did do the
balloon procedure to open up her heart valve which had narrowed, and the procedure was a success. :-) She is
doing much better and she may be able to go home at the end of this coming week. Thanks again to everyone.”
WE ARE SO GLAD THE PROCEDURE WENT WELL.
GUTE BESSERUNG TO BRIGITTE’S MUTTI!
================================

(05/03/17 - 05/16/17)
Aldaz, Patrocinio Zamora
Anders, James David
Bailey, Hollis Wayne
Ballinger, George Elbert
Banks, David Leroy
Barker, Donald Orval
Brewster, Howard D.
Johnson, Adam H.
Kemp, Kenneth R.
Tate, Arnold Eugene “Gene”
Walker, John "Mickey"
Wallace, Jack
Watkins, Boyd
Weatherwalks, Arthur
Weber, Jim
West, Paul H.
Wetzel, Laurence “Larry”

Born 18 Jul 1934; died 8 Sep 2014 at age 80. Obituary on findagrave.com
Born 24 May 1943; died 11 Aug 2009 at age 66; Springboro, OH; wife: Lore
Born 6 Dec 1940; died 11 Apr 2009 at age 68. Obituary here.
Born 23 May 1930; died 14 Jan 2014 at age 83; wife: Alice. Obituary on findagrave.com
Born 15 Jun 1933; died at age 79, 28 Jul 2012; wife: Lois. Obituary here.
Born 12 Oct 1827; died at age 83, 26 Aug 2011; wife: Elizabeth. Obituary here.

Died 26 Mar 2014 in Chandler, TX; wife: Billie.
Died at age 70, in 2013; Birmingham, AL; played with the Valkyries.
Born 1931; died 2013. Was a Russian Linguist; retired 1975; 16 years in Intelligence,
Obit listed under Roseville, CA for details.
Died at age 85, 11 Feb 2017; Albany, NY
Born 1924, died 25 Jun 2008; wife: Karin Goller
Died 19 Oct 2013; Cleveland, OH; wife: Mary Ellen
Died 4 May 2015; Greensburg, PA
Died 21 Sep, 2015; Rochester, NY
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In the coming months you will be seeing an increase to the Final Flyby List as a result of a tasking that a trio of
Hofers have set for themselves. The following 7 May 2017 email from Jerry Mangas to the HRA Board
explains what they are up to:
CA Russell, Phil Ruth and I are currently involved in a personal effort to identify via email and search engines any past
Hofer with an email address. The initial effort is to email 50 letters at a time (staying under the ISP limitations) and then
researching the names on any bounced back email addresses. By obituary we have already id'd seven men and two
women that belong on the Final Flyby list that were not there before. These names will be forwarded to Steve for listing
on the roster.
It's a long process but with approximately 1000 old email addresses (now @950) we will gradually make some progress.
So far, two past Hofers have responded to the mailings whose addresses are apparently still current out of the first 50.

================================

Membership Renewals
(05/03/17 - 05/16/17)
Last

First

Hansberger
Gallgher
Conrad
Witthoft

Christa
Patrick
Robert
Roy

Dues

Remarks

$15.00
$45.00
$45.00

WE17
FY17
FY19
FY19

======

================================
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Donations
(05/03/17 - 05/16/17)
Last
Cromer

First
Thomas L

Amount
$10.00

Remarks

================================

New Find/Reconnected
(05/03/17 - 05/16/17)
NONE
================================

Corrections: Address/Phone/Email
(05/03/17 - 05/16/17)
Last

First

Address

City State

Norman

Robert

notebynormans@gmail.com

Hamill

Melvin

melvinhamill@msn.com

Gallagher

Patrick

1255 Town
Center Rd., Apt. 2C

Zip

Vernon Hills/IL

Phone

60061 (630) 903-9352

Email

8481114gal@comcast.net

Christianson Ralph

prwchrif@frontier.com

Futrell

sidneyfutrell@outlook.com

Sidney

Secretary’s Note: There was a typographical error on the Board Members & Staff List sent out to you on 6 May. The correct
email address for Greg Krcma, Sergeant at Arms, is santam@tm.net. Please correct it on your copy. Thank you!

================================

New Members
(05/03/17 - 05/16/17)
NONE
================================

Lost Members
Please refer to Additions to the Final Flyby List, Page 3.
================================
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Last
Alexander
Ballou
Boggs
Futrell
Hamill
Holden
Kielbania
Krcma
Lamb
Luckenbill
Marshall
Middledorf
Murch
Murphrey
Niebuhr
Norwood
Pace
Queen
Riggin
Scanny
Scott
Ward

First
James & Susan
Willies & Cathye
Mike
Sidney & Gayle
Melvin & Ilse
Dan & Darlene
Ken & Gay
Greg & Sandy
John
Nita
Brenda
Fred
Walter & Shirley
Steve & Donna
Claude & Susanne
Margit
John & Agnes
Rosie
Jim & Traudl
Dan & Carol
Brent & Linda
Bill & Edie

State
TX
TX
KY
TX
DE
KY
FL
WI
AZ
AZ
MD
MD
CA
NC
MS
TX
GA
DE
CO
CA
CA
FL

================================
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Guest

Guest, Holden

Friend, Lamb
Friend, Middledorf

.
We are in a bit of a lull right now for reunion registrations. Hopefully, this will pick up again because we
surely are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible in September. You can find registration forms
and hotel information at www.hofer1.com.
Please note: To receive the HRA rate, hotel reservations must be made by 8/20/17. To ensure that you
will get the negotiated rate, please identify yourself as a member of the "Hof Reunion Association."
Reunion start date/on-site registration is on 10 September. The Auf Wiedersehen breakfast is on 16 September,
but special hotel rates of $79/night are good for another night following the breakfast.

● Via Google, https://www.google.com/flights/, recommended by Mel Hamill.
● Via https://www.cheapoair.com, and via Southwest Airlines, recommended by Margit Norwood. Be
sure to check for the “senior fare!”
● Via Skyscanner, recommended by Tom Mikloiche. “Great for Cars and Flights.”

The Albuquerque airport is less than five miles away from our hotel. If you are not planning on renting a car,
you can easily get by with the ground transportation that is available to get you to the hotel. Mel Hamill has
forwarded a listing of transportation options which might help you plan your travel. The listing is dated March
2017, so the information should be current.
Other

Taxi Service
Yellow Cab Company
(505) 247-8888

Uber
https://get.uber.com/go/visitabq

ABQ Green Cab Company
(505) 243-6800

Albuquerque - Lyft
www.lyft.com/cities/albuquerque-nm

Giant Cab Company
(505) 293-4222

Public Transit-ABQ Ride
(505) 243-RIDE or (505) 243-7433
Albuquerque’s public transit system. Call or visit website for bus
service times and routes.Use Route 250 (weekdays only) or Route 50
(weekdays and Saturday) to reach the airport.

Checker Cab
(505) 243-7777

—---------------------->>>
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.
Mel’s listing for ground transportation also includes information on limo services, tour & charter services, the
Sandia shuttle between Albuquerque International Sunport and Santa Fe, and the NM Rail Runner Express
(train service from Santa Fe to Albuquerque). He will be posting this information to the www.hofer1.com
website.

Here is the long-awaited graphic for the
2017 Albuquerque Reunion shirt. Don Riverkamp once
again has done an outstanding job for the HRA. I love the
vibrant color of this shirt!
The final product will be a polo-style shirt (with a collar),
for women and for men. Here are some other particulars:
G880 Gildan DryBlend® 6 oz., 50/50 Jersey Polo
Features:
•
50% preshrunk cotton, 50% polyester
•

DryBlend® fabric wicks moisture away from the body

•

welt-knit collar and cuffs

•

heat transfer label

•

woodtone buttons

•

double-needle stitched hemmed bottom

•

three-button placket

Don Riverkamp <river1940@sbcglobal.net> has a message for our members:
THINK ABOUT ATTENDING THE 2017 HRA ALBUQUERQUE REUNION
“It’s time to start thinking, if you have not already, for making plans to attending this year’s HRA Reunion
in Albuquerque, NM. Why not fill out the 2017 Albuquerque Registration Form, and mail it to our HRA
Adjutant Steve Murphrey. No reason to wait until the August 10th deadline..
Hof Reunion Association
4001 Old Sturbridge Drive
Apex, NC 27539

Continued on next page…
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This year’s reunion will be September 10-16, which is a wonderful time of the year in New Mexico and will
be at this Albuquerque location:
Fairfield Inn by Marriott Hotel
1760 Menaul Boulevard NE
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Let’s face it, we are all getting older, possibly having some health issues, and some have other family and
friends commitments. However, if you live within a day or day & a half from Albuquerque, this is the perfect
time to make the 2017 reunion. If you live more than two days drive from this location, but have never been
out west, this is the place to visit, and why not attend while many of your fellow Hofers are there to celebrate
with you.
SO, if you are healthy enough, please think about filling out that form and making plans to attend this year’s
reunion. We would love to see as many fellow Hofers as possible in Albuquerque…”
Secretary’s Note: I second Don’s invitation. There is a German saying that states, “Man muss die Feste feiern
wie sie fallen”, which loosely translates to “One should celebrate when the opportunities presents themselves.”
It’s a good motto because, as most of us know by now: “Stuff Happens!” So, go to www.hofer1.com where
you can find membership forms, reunion registration forms, hotel information, etc., and do your thing!

Dan Holden<dardan@twc.com> hopes to scratch a balloon ride off his bucket list when he comes to the reunion
in September. He has contacted Bucket List Adventures, received a favorable response from them, and is now
planning on riding a balloon. Dan was wondering if any other Hofers would be interested in joining him in this
adventure. I’m debating taking a balloon ride myself. If anyone else is interested, maybe we could get a group
deal. Walt Murch <murchw@aol.com> is in charge of this year’s reunion, so he would probably be the one to
contact if you are interested in a group adventure.

================================
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Robert & Hanna Hörath
HRA German Affairs Representatives
roberthoerath@t-online.de

On 22 Apr 2017 an article that appeared in Hof’s newspaper, the Frankenpost, caught Robert and Hanna’s eye.
It told about a time in Hof, more than 50 years ago, when two Australians had an unplanned but apparently
predestined meeting in Hof. The Frankenpost first reported about their auspicious meeting back in December
1965. The couple will now be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary and they are reminiscing about what
brought them together. Debora Schieβl is the author of this Frankenpost article:
Robyn and Rodnay Cummings live in Perth, Australia. On the occasion
of their golden wedding anniversary, they will drink a special toast to the
City of Hof. Everything began here for them, said Robyn Cummings.
When she was a young girl, Robyn and two of girlfriends were traveling
through Europe. They had bought a car especially for this trip. “We
drove from town to town. In June 1965 we arrived in Hof. That’s were
our love story started, thanks to an unbelievable event,” said Robyn
Cummings with a smile.
When they got to Hof’s Kulmbacher Straβe, they saw a young man on a
scooter who was wildly waving
at them. He was the then 24year-old Rodnay Cummings.
He had noticed their Australian
plates and wanted to get to
know his fellow Australians.
Rodnay Cummings was living
in Hof at that time. His brother
had been in Germany before
him and had learned the
language. “I can do that, too,”
thought Rodnay and, through
his brother’s connections, he
found a job at what then was
Hof’s Kingsley Kaserne. As a
butcher by trade, Rodnay began
working in the food department
of the U.S. Commissary. When
he met Robin, it was love at
first sight for him.
“My girlfriends and I were in Hof for only 14 days. Then our trip was to continue. But we arranged for a
future meeting in Vienna,” said Robyn. When they later actually did meet up again in the capital of Austria,
Robyn promised to come to Hof again soon, to give love a chance.
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When Robyn received a job offer to work for the American military in Hof as secretary, there was no problem
fulfilling the promise to Rodnay. “I arrived at the Bahnhof in Hof in September. We fell into each other’s arm
and, with that, began a wonderful time,” said Robyn.
Freshly in love, the pair enjoyed the small-town flair and quickly found connections. “We became friends with
many Americans. But the natives were always helpful, too. The young people, especially, welcomed us with
open arms,” described Robyn. She vividly remembers good beer at the Hofer Volksfest, and all-nighters at the
Shooters House. The German name Schieβhäuschen isn’t readily retrievable from their German vocabulary
because their “German has become very rusty,” apologized Robyn.
With special euphoria, the butcher Rodnay remembers all of the culinary advantages in Hof: “I learned so
many new things at my first work place. That was at the butcher shop Söllner located in Hof’s Königsstraβe.
Countless types of Wurst and flavors. You can’t get that in Australia. It’s like a land of Milk and Honey.” His
wife agrees with him, as she thinks back to the many bakeries. “That’s where I, too often, bought myself sweet
things.” The young pair never was bored while in Hof. They were happy to hear that the Theresienstein,
where they often took walks, still exists.
There is only one thing that the couple doesn’t miss at all: “The weather really was cold. The winter,
especially, was hard.” That’s something that the sun-spoiled Australians had to get used to. “But the good
Hofer Glühwein kept us warm. We drank countless cups of it at the Christmas market,” said Robyn with a
smile. It was in the winter of 1965 when the Frankenpost heard about the pair and reported on their unusual
love story.
After their time in the Franconian town, the couple moved to West Berlin, worked there until December 1966,
and then sailed from Bremerhaven back to Australia. In April 1966, the couple married in Robyn’s hometown
of Perth. That’s where they still live today and where they celebrated their 50th anniversary.
They have a son and a daughter, and four grandchildren. “We came back to Europe several times but,
unfortunately, did not make it to Hof,” said Robyn. She is sorry about this. Both would like to visit again and
are thankful for the time they spent in Hof. “To this day, our time together in Hof is unforgettable. Without
the town and its people, our love story wouldn’t have happened.”

Secretary’s Note: Robert and Hanna contacted the Frankenpost and were able to get an email address for the
Australian couple. Wasn’t that nice of them?
Following is the email from the Frankenpost, with the information on how to contact the Cummings:
Betreff: Australische Liebesgeschichte
Datum: 2017-05-07T15:31:24+0200
Von: "deboraschiessl@aol.com" <deboraschiessl@aol.com>
An: "robert.hoerath@t-online.de" <robert.hoerath@t-online.de>
Guten Tag Herr Hoerath,
es hat mich sehr gefreut zu hören, dass an der Geschichte von Ihrer Seite Interesse besteht.
Falls meine Antwort etwas gedauert hat tut mir das sehr Leid - ich arbeite nun in München und war für die
Hofer Kollegen schwer zu erreichen.
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Ich bin mir sicher, dass das Ehepaar sich freuen wird, von Ihnen zu hören.
Gerne gebe ich Ihnen die E-Mail-Adresse weiter: robync@amnet.net.au
Mit freundlichen Grüßen,
Debora Schießl
Secretary’s Note: A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO HANNA AND ROBERT FOR BRINGING THIS
STORY TO US!
Please feel free to contact the Cummings–especially if you knew them while you were stationed in Hof. Their
email, as stated above, is robync@amnet.net.au.
I also think it would be nice if the HRA would send them an invitation to attend our reunion. What are your
thoughts on this?
================================

Tom McKinney
Security Squadron/Group
tmckinney2@cfl.rr.com

6915th

Tom McKinney
Tom says he is working on a couple of Hof stories.
In the meantime, he says, he does have a personal
update. He writes, “From my Syracuse University
days (1960) to sometime in 1984 my tennis game was
top notch. But in a match that last year (1984) I
experienced a massive knee injury that took tennis (at
the tempo I enjoyed it) away from me. After several
years of recovery I retired my tennis rackets and took
up long distance running. That change from tennis to
running renewed my passion for competition. I began
running races in the Orlando, Florida area in 1990
(Age 49) and continue to this day (Age 76). As of two weeks ago I have chalked up
241 long distance races to my credit. Those races include 16 marathons, 28 half
marathons and assorted shorter races. I ran 11 Disney World marathons from 1994
through 2007. Three of those races I had the pleasure of running with HRA’s own
Phil Ruth. Somewhere in my archives is a picture of Phil and I finishing one of the
Disney races. My last marathon was in 2011 at age 71 where I finished third overall
in a very competitive 70-74 age group.
I’ve continued my race running enjoyment here in Palm Coast, Florida for the last 14
years. Each year the city chooses 10 races and groups them together as a Running
Tom with Phil Ruth
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Each year the city chooses 10 races and groups them together as a Running Series and awards points for each
finisher. At the end of the season the points are tallied and trophies awarded to the first place finisher in each
age group. The Series that just ended covered 10 races from last July 4th through April 22nd of this year. My
total points placed me in First Place this year in the 75-79 age group. I was thrilled with that award and
wanted to share that event with you and my fellow Hofers and let all know that with enough passion and
dedication our efforts can be rewarded. I’ve enclosed a picture of the award and of the ceremony that evening.
Thank you Margit and enjoy the summer.
Tom McKinney
Hof 1961-63 and 1965-68
Czech Linguist (Abel, Baker and Dog Flights)
Secretary’s Note: WHAT AN ACCOMPLISHMENT! PHIL RUTH: DO YOU HAVE SOME
ADDITIONAL PICTURES?

================================

Stephen Murphrey
HRA Adjutant
hofreunion@nc.rr.com

MUY IMPORTANTE!
I know that Verizon is soon getting out of the email business. You'll have some options when that
happens. If you wind up changing your email address, please be sure to let me know. We don't want
anyone to miss getting the HRA Biweekly Updates and other stuff we send out.
MUY IMPORTANTE!
================================
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Jerry Middendorf
6915 Security Sq/Gp
j.middendorf@comcast.net

If you are members of the Hof History Facebook page, then you might have already seen these pictures which
were posted by Marco Nagy who lives in Hof. Jerry Middendorf has downloaded all the images from that
posting and forwarded them to me. Marco Nagy called the depiction of what happened to Hof in April 1945

“The Zero Hour of Hof.”
“Hof was lucky, very lucky. Until 1945, there was little war damage in Hof. It was only shortly before the end of
the war that the town was bombed. Approx. 5% of the city was destroyed. Cities like Würzburg or Nuremberg
disappeared almost completely from the earth's surface. Hof was also to be eradicated. That’s what my
grandmother told me.
Hof hatte Glück, sehr viel Glück. Bis 1945 gab es nur wenig Kriegsschäden in Hof zu beklagen. Erst kurz vor
Kriegsende wurde auch die Saalestadt bombadiert. Ca. 5 % der Stadt wurden zerstört. Städte wie Würzburg
oder Nürnberg verschwanden fast vollständig von der Erdoberfläche. Auch Hof sollte ausradiert werden, So
hat es mir meine Oma erzählt.”

Area of Attack

Funeral Services for the
Victims

Theresienstraβe

Leimitzer Straβe
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Gabelsberger Straβe

Poststraβe–trying to salvage
whatever they could from their
Household.

Curious Onlookers the Day after
the Attack.

Cleanup begins immediately after
the Bombing of the Leimitzer
Straβe.

Sophienstraβe

Bahnhofstraβe after Apr 1945
Attack. Searching for usable
Items.

The target of this major Attack in
Apr 1945 was the train station. At
the time of the Attack, there were
50 Locomotives at the Bahnhof–
40 of which were completely
destroyed.

Sophienstraβe
after April 1945 Attack.

Jerry Middendorf coordinated some of this information with Jerry Mangas <jmangas@ptd.net>, who gave this
input:
“If you want to read something totally amazing in relation to this is the numbers of bombers that took part in the
Hof/Saale Bahnhof April raid, the limited damage to the city (in relation to the numbers of planes involved)
and the fact that at this point (April, 1945) in the war the Norden bombsight was not used. The target and drop
was identified and controlled by radar. At this point I don't remember if Gary Dempsey or I developed that
information originally but it came from USAAF records of air activity over Germany in WW II. The numbers
of aircraft involved, particularly in relation to activity and availability of planes today is staggering! During
local air shows, there is usually one B-17 flying around this area and the noise of just those 4 engines is
amazing. The sound of that many aircraft had to be totally frightening.
I have copied Gary [Dempsey] with this msg to see if he has any more info.
From USAAF/8th Air Force history. Some very familiar city names in this brief:
http://www.8thafhs.org/combat1945.htm”
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Jerry Mangas continues with some additional history of what happened in April 1945:

“SUNDAY, 8 APRIL 1945
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 3 missions are flown. Mission 932: 1,173 bombers and 794
fighters attack various targets in Germany; 9 bombers and 1 fighter are lost:
1. 339 B-17s are dispatched to hit the Derben oil depot (31) and Schafstadt Airfield (73); secondary targets hit
are the Stendal marshalling yard workshops (73) and the marshalling yard at Halberstadt (218); Derben is hit
visually and the others targets visually and with H2X radar; 4 B-17s are lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 55
damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 5 WIA and 35 MIA. Escorting are 239 of 252 P-51s.
2. 522 B-17s are dispatched to hit the marshalling yards at Plauen (86), Hof (101) and Eger (111) and an
ordnance depot at Grafenwohr (203); the attacks are made visually and with H2X radar; 5 B-17s are lost and 58
damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 1 WIA and 43 MIA. 235 of 246 P-51s escort.
3. 302 B-24s are sent to hit the munitions depot at Bayreuth (51), the Blumenthal jet aircraft factory at Furth
(89) and the Unterschlauersbach (57) and Roth (91) Airfields visually; 39 B-24s are damaged. The escort is 245
P-47s and P-51s; 1 P-47 is lost (pilot MIA).

WEDNESDAY, 14 FEBRUARY 1945
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 2 missions are flown. Mission 830: 1,377 bombers and 962
fighters are dispatched to hit oil and rail targets in Germany; bombing of most targets is by H2X radar; they
claim 11-0-3 Luftwaffe aircraft; 7 bombers and 7 fighters are lost:
1. 461 B-17s are dispatched to hit the marshalling yard at Dresden (311); targets of opportunity are Prague (62),
Brux (25) and Pilsen (12) in Czechoslovakia and other (25); they claim 1-0-0 aircraft; 5 B-17s are lost, 3
damaged beyond repair and 54 damaged; 4 airmen are KIA, 15 WIA and 49 MIA. Escorting are 281 of 316 P51s; 3 are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.
2. 457 B-17s are sent to hit the marshalling yard at Chemnitz (294); targets of opportunity are Eger Airfield
(38), Bamberg (33), Sonneberg (23), Tachau (24), Hof marshalling yard (12) and other (17); 1 B-17 is lost, 3
damaged beyond repair and 103 damaged; 2 airmen are KIA, 4 WIA and 14 MIA. The escort is 224 of 238 P51s; 2 are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.”

Secretary’s Note: I came across a paper, termed the “Digital Memory of Oberkotzau” which discusses
Hof/Oberkotzau in 1945, at the end of the war. For those of you who read German, this might be an interesting
read. According to this “digital memory,” there were several attacks on Hof and its surroundings: on 8 April,
10 April, and 11 April. I am going to have to take some time to thoroughly read this document. It can be found
here. The paper also includes a 15 April 1945 account on the taking of Hof. This 358th Infantry report is
written in English.
================================
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….
This one is from Bobby Sturdevant <stuclan@earthlink.net>:

For those who never saw any of the Burma Shave signs,
Here is a quick lesson in our history of the 1930's and '40's
(and, yes, some were still even around in the 50’s),
Before there were interstates, when everyone drove the old 2-lane roads,
Burma Shave signs would be posted all over the countryside in farmers' fields.
They were small red signs with white letters.
Five signs, about 100 feet apart, each contain 1 line of a 4 line couplet.....
And the obligatory 5th sign advertising Burma Shave, a popular shaving cream.

DON'T STICK YOUR ELBOW
OUT SO FAR
IT MAY GO HOME
IN ANOTHER CAR.
Burma Shave
TRAINS DON'T WANDER
ALL OVER THE MAP
'CAUSE NOBODY SITS
IN THE ENGINEER'S LAP
Burma Shave
SHE KISSED THE HAIRBRUSH
BY MISTAKE
SHE THOUGHT IT WAS
HER HUSBAND JAKE
Burma Shave
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DON'T LOSE YOUR HEAD
TO GAIN A MINUTE
YOU NEED YOUR HEAD
YOUR BRAINS ARE IN IT
Burma Shave
DROVE TOO LONG
DRIVER SNOOZING
WHAT HAPPENED NEXT
IS NOT AMUSING
Burma Shave
BROTHER SPEEDER
LET'S REHEARSE
ALL TOGETHER
GOOD MORNING, NURSE
Burma Shave
CAUTIOUS RIDER
TO HER RECKLESS DEAR
LET'S HAVE LESS BULL
AND A LITTLE MORE STEER
Burma Shave
SPEED WAS HIGH
WEATHER WAS NOT
TIRES WERE THIN
X MARKS THE SPOT
Burma Shave
THE MIDNIGHT RIDE
OF PAUL FOR BEER
LED TO A WARMER
HEMISPHERE
Burma Shave
AROUND THE CURVE
LICKETY-SPLIT
BEAUTIFUL CAR
WASN'T IT?
Burma Shave
NO MATTER THE PRICE
NO MATTER HOW NEW
THE BEST SAFETY DEVICE
IN THE CAR IS YOU
Burma Shave
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A GUY WHO DRIVES
A CAR WIDE OPEN
IS NOT THINKIN'
HE'S JUST HOPIN'
Burma Shave
AT INTERSECTIONS
LOOK EACH WAY
A HARP SOUNDS NICE
BUT IT'S HARD TO PLAY
Burma Shave
BOTH HANDS ON THE WHEEL
EYES ON THE ROAD
THAT'S THE SKILLFUL
DRIVER'S CODE
Burma Shave
THE ONE WHO DRIVES
WHEN HE'S BEEN DRINKING
DEPENDS ON YOU
TO DO HIS THINKING
Burma Shave
CAR IN DITCH
DRIVER IN TREE
THE MOON WAS FULL
AND SO WAS HE.
Burma Shave
PASSING SCHOOL ZONE
TAKE IT SLOW
LET OUR LITTLE
SHAVERS GROW
Burma Shave
HE SAW THE TRAIN
AND TRIED TO DUCK IT
HE KICKED THE GAS
AND THEN THE BUCKET !!
Burma Shave
A MAN A MISS,
A CAR A CURVE,
HE KISSED THE MISS,
AND MISSED THE CURVE,
BURMA SHAVE
Do these bring back any old memories? If not, you're merely young!!!
If they do - then you're old as dirt. LIKE ME!
Have a GREAT DAY!
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Thomas Nickerson <tnicktoby@msn.com> has some a recommendation for you. He says,
WHEN MY FRIEND GOES TO THE ATM or anywhere else alone, she always takes along her Smith &
Wesson. She has never had any problems with muggers, rapists, panhandlers, wise asses, street punks, or
attorneys.

Smith is on the left;
Wesson on the right

================================

John Pace <jdpace37@comcast.net> forwarded this good-to-know information for Air Force retirees and
annuitants:
“This is a reminder that the Spring-Summer 2017 edition of the Afterburner, Newsletter for Retired Personnel,
is now available.
The newsletter can be viewed by visiting the Air Force Retiree Services website. To do so, copy or type the
following address into a new browser window:
http://www.retirees.af.mil/Library/Afterburner/ “

================================
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This is very good information from Jerry Mangas <hofreunion@ptd.net>:
Some medicare advantage programs DO cover you overseas in emergencies... Humana Gold PPO does - I
checked on my plan with them. The underlined sentences NOT in italics are State Dept links.
From: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/czech-republic.html, but it applies to all
Schengen countries I guess? This clip is for Czechia (Czech Republic).
● Obtain supplemental insurance to cover medical evacuation.
● The U.S. Government does not pay medical bills. Medicare does not apply overseas.
● Carry prescription medication in original packaging, along with your doctor’s prescription.
● Make sure your health insurance plan provides coverage overseas. You must have sufficient health
insurance to enter Schengen countries. See our webpage for more information on insurance providers for
overseas coverage.
● Be up to date on all vaccinations recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
This clip is for Germany: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/germany.html
● The U.S. Government does not pay medical bills.
● Be aware that U.S. Medicare does not provide coverage overseas.
● Make sure your health insurance plan provides coverage overseas or purchase travel insurance for this
purpose.
● Most care providers overseas only accept cash payments. See our webpage for more information on
insurance providers for overseas coverage.
● We strongly recommend supplemental insurance to cover medical evacuation
Prescription Medications: Due to Germany’s strict customs regulations, you are not allowed to receive
prescription medication by mail without special permission. For more information, please visit the German
customs website regarding medicine.
● On your trip, only carry the amount of medication you plan to use.
● Carry prescription medication in original packaging, along with your doctor’s prescription.
Vaccinations: Be up-to-date on all vaccinations recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
================================
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From Tom Mikloiche <tmik@cox.net>:
The first website gives you a chance to do some shopping for things you might want for the reunion:
20% auf Alles ! / 20% Discount–At the Bavarian Superstore:

20% auf Alles !
Nur für kurze Zeit ! For a short Time Only !
Ihr persönlicher Rabattcode lautet/Your personal Discount Code is
Mai17
www.bavarian-superstore.de
The second website shows you how to make Rainbow shots:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9xTXTomuvc
================================

As mentioned earlier, we currently have an HRA ad hoc team working on identifying the status of former
Hofers who are listed on the HRA Master Roster. As we are aging, it’s inevitable that some of us will have left
this earth. HRA Adjutant Stephen Murphrey <hofreunion@nc.rr.com> noted something else as our team is
working through this roster. Steve said, “Some of the guys CA found recently made me notice an interesting
fact. They had been HRA members when they died, and nobody informed us. That's unfortunate, as I'd prefer
to celebrate their lives in a more timely memorial service, rather than one several years late. Maybe each of us
should prepare a list of organizations to be contacted after we die.”
Secretary’s Note: This certainly is something to contemplate. In a previous Update, I mentioned putting
together a Burial Folder which should include all of the information that your next of kin/executor will need to
take care of your final wishes. Military documents, e.g., the DD 214, and the location of your will should
definitely be included in that folder; but some thought should also be given on the persons and organizations
you would like to have notified after you die. The days and months after someone dies are full of turmoil, and
the survivors often have difficulty wading through this emotional time. Written instructions would be helpful.
================================
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…for your membership renewals!
…for your contributions to the Biweekly Update!
If you have submitted an article that has not made it into the current Update, be assured that I have not
discarded it. You might see it in one of the future editions.

================================

● HRA Website: www.hofreunion.com
● Bi-annual Newsletter: www.hofgermany.com/newsletter.html
● Hof Air Station History: www.thedempseyarchives.com/hofairstation.html
● HRA Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/hofreunion
2017 Reunion News: http://www.hofer1.com/

NEW!!! **(Includes Registration Forms)**

================================
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