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This Biweekly Update is published every other Tuesday. Its purpose is to keep the Hof Reunion Association (HRA) members
informed about events occurring between regular publications of the Hof Connection Newsletter which appears in January
and July of each year..

================================

●
●

February 28

●

HELAU!
It’s Faschings Dienstag!
(Fat Tuesday)

●
●
●

Did you know that “The word Fasching dates
back to the 13th century and is derived from the
Germanic word vaschanc or vaschang, in modern
German: Fastenschank = the last serving of
alcoholic beverages before Lent. In olden times
the 40-day Lenten period of fasting was strictly
observed. People refrained from drinking alcohol
or eating meat, milk products and eggs. The
English word “fast” (to refrain from eating) is
related to German fasten.” [https://www.germanway.com]

●
●
●
●

Ash Wednesday (Aschermittwoch) follows Fat
Tuesday, so you better celebrate that last day of
Fasching (aka the Fifth Season) while you can!

●
●

●

================================
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Happy February
Birthday
McGovern
Montie

Jim
Karin

February 28, 1947
February 28, 1945

Hansberger
Nickerson
Livesey
Meadows
Denman
Laven
Beckham
Hoover
Krcma
Adams
Stanfield

William
Monika
Ruth
Kenneth
Alice
Paul
Gilbert
Charlie
Greg
Wilma
Jerry

March 21, 1939
March 22, 1943
March 24, 1938
March 24, 1937
March 25, 1943
March 25, 1944
March 27, 1937
March 27, 1941
March 27, 1946
March 29, 1939
March 30, 1944

================================

Happy March
Birthday
Hunt
Joe
Phipps
Phyllis
Frost
Judy
Assenmacher Michael
Gholston
Homer
Gallagher
Margaret
Engelken
Dan
Kernan
Angelika
Nonnenmacher Robert
Turner
Mary Ann (Blackmon, Hurley)
Fry
Maria
Shifflett
Walter
Berger
Donna
Christianson Jean
Hager
Kenneth
Hunt
Renate
Meyers
Deborah
Sturdevant
Stu
Cameron
William "Bill"
Scott
Linda
Gentilini
Roger
Roberson
Clinton "Robby"
Hines
Norman
Sage
Patricia "Pat"
Fukumoto
Joann
Hale
Marvin
Coons
George
Dunigan
Maurice

March 1, 1940
March 1, 1945
March 3, 1952
March 4, 1947
March 4, 1932
March 5, 1951
March 6, 1935
March 6, 1943
March 6, 1954
March 7, 1948
March 8, 1946
March 8, 1930
March 9, 1943
March 10, 1929
March 10, 1943
March 10, 1944
March 13, 1956
March 13, 1934
March 14, 1941
March 14, 1949
March 16, 1942
March 16, 1940
March 17, 1936
March 17, 1931
March 18, 1950
March 18, 1936
March 19, 1938
March 19, 1942

Happy March
Anniversary
Scott
Cutter (Lamb)
Habecker
Cook
Smith
Olsen
McDaniel
Campbell
Williams
Middendorf
Larson
Haese

Brent & Linda
Caroline & Robert
Martin & Alice
Bruce & Brigitte
David & Di
Paul & Vikki
Jim & Mary
Alfred & Karin
David & Lynn
Jerry & Hilde
James & Sarah
Joachim & Helga

March 1, 1975
March 3, 1991
March 3, 1951
March 7, 1970
March 8, 1981
March 14, 1971
March 15, 1979
March 22, 1968
March 24, 1978
March 27, 1965
March 28, 2005
March 29, 1968

================================
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There have been no new reports of illness since the last Update.

================================

No deaths have been reported since the last Update.

================================

Membership Renewals
(02/15/17 - 02/28/17)
Last
Fry
Combs
Alexander
Alexander
Flannery
Coons
Holden
Futrell
Frivance
McCorry
Olenik
Middendorf
Middendorf
Haney

First
Richard
William
James
Susan
Bruce
George E.
Dan
Sidney
John
George
Joseph
Jerry
Hildegard
James

Dues
$30.00
$45.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$15.00
$30.00
$15.00
$15.00
$15.00
$75.00
$15.00
$15.00
$30.00
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Through
FY18
FY20
FY18
FY18
FY18
FY17
FY19
FY18
FY19
FY20
FY22
FY17
FY17
FY18

Donations
(02/15/17 - 02/28/17)

Last
Fry
Alexander
Lamb

First
Richard
James
John

Amount
$10.00
$15.00
$22.00

Corrections: Address/Phone/Email
(02/15/17 - 02/28/17)
Last
Flannery

First
Bruce

Address/ City/State
N114W15892 Hilbert Ln/

Zip Code

Murray

Phil ………………………….………………….….……………………….…………….……………………………..hra.philm@gmail.com

53022

Telephone
(262) 345-5342

Email

Germantown/WI

Final Flyby Update
(02/15/17 - 02/28/17)
Name

Date of Death
None Reported

Ladies Serving in Heaven Update
(02/15/17 - 02/28/17
Name

Date of Death
None Reported
===================================================
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Jerry Mangas
Webmaster, Hof Reunion Association
hofreunion@ptd.net

Yahoo customers are left defenseless as hackers bypass passwords thanks to forged cookies.
Yahoo has been plagued with problems lately, many of them stemming from years-old data breaches that were
only recently discovered and announced. Due to what’s being hailed as the largest data breach in history with
more than one billion user accounts compromised, the corporate office has had to notify users of the loss of
their account passwords; more than that, they’ve struggled to keep the Verizon buyout on the table, with the
asking price already dropping due to these security issues.
Now, Yahoo is quietly reaching out to individual users to let them know that additional breaches of their
accounts may have occurred due to “forged cookies.” These attacks let hackers gain access without needing
their passwords, which means that anyone who changed their password out of routine security habit since 2013
may not be able to rest easy after all once the two original data breaches were announced.
In a statement to USA TODAY, Yahoo said the investigation into the breach “has identified user accounts for
which we believe forged cookies were taken or used. Yahoo is in the process of notifying all potentially
affected account holders. Yahoo has invalidated the forged cookies so they cannot be used again.”
After quietly informing the SEC last October in accordance with the requirements for their deal with Verizon,
the company has now taken to informing affected users one by one. While Yahoo won’t disclose how many
users were affected by this rather old form of attack, they did have the following recommendations for anyone
who receives the breach notification:
Review all of your accounts for suspicious activity.
Be cautious of any unsolicited communications that ask for your personal information or refer you to a web
page asking for personal information.
Avoid clicking on links or downloading attachments from suspicious emails.
“Additionally, please consider using Yahoo Account Key, a simple authentication tool that eliminates the need
to use a password on Yahoo altogether.”
User response to Yahoo Account Key, the company’s own two-factor authentication, has been spotty. Most of
the complaints stem from using it in conjunction with a mobile device and the headache of trying to use your
own apps after signing up. The real problem for many of the naysayers has been that deciding to abandon the
service is not straightforward.
You can read the Yahoo article here.
Secretary’s Note: Some of you have Yahoo accounts and may be especially interested in the information Jerry
Mangas forwarded to us.
===================================================
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Starting in November, honorably discharged veterans will be able to access the online stores of military
exchanges like the one on Redstone Arsenal. The new benefit will not apply to the actual brick-and-mortar
stores, but veterans will be able to shop at any service's exchange website. The online benefit will be available
starting on Veterans Day, November 11.
“AAFES is honored to offer this well-deserved benefit to those who raised their right hands, took the oath and
served our Nation with honor,” said AAFES Director/CEO Tom Shull. “There are many generations of service
members who have not been properly recognized for their sacrifices. The Veterans Online Shopping Benefit
(VOSB) acknowledges their service and welcomes them home.”
The exchanges will use information provided by the Defense Manpower Data Center to verify whether or not a
veteran is eligible. According to AAFES, if a veterans records are incomplete, they will need to register through
the VA.
While an honorably discharged veteran will be able to use the benefit, there are no plans to extend it to their
dependents. The benefit was the proposal of AAFES Director/CEO Tom Shull in 2014.
“AAFES, along with its sister exchanges, is ensuring America’s veterans are honored for their service and
recognized as Soldiers, Airmen, Marines and Sailors for life,” he said in a statement. “We look forward to
welcoming our veterans home this Veterans Day and every day thereafter.”
This article is from the Redstone Alabama Hometown News. Go
there if you want to read some of the comments made on the
article.
As the article stresses, access to the BX/PX for other than active
duty and retired vets is for online purchases only. The service
starts on November 11, 2017.
If you want to see what AAFES has available on line, click here.

===================================================

The Armed Forces Vacation Club is built around the idea that our military members deserve the best. And to
back that up, Armed Forces Vacation Club (AFVC) offers weeklong Space-Available resort stays starting at the
low price of $349*. Where else can you book a vacation rental for as low as $50 a day?
AFVC has access to over 200,000 resort accommodations in over 100 countries around the world. Vacation
rental sizes range from studio to units with two or even three bedrooms. The vacation rentals are priced per unit,
not per person, and typically sleep 2-8 people. Inventory can vary by location and season, so it’s recommended
that you spend some time browsing their site for more details.
Armed Forces Vacation Club Eligibility: Armed Forces Vacation Club is a FREE membership club open to
active duty, Guard, Reserve, and retired members of the Armed Forces, as well as civilian employees of the
Department of Defense (DoD).
6

Veterans are eligible for AFVC's sister brand, Veterans Holidays, which is specifically dedicated to serving the
veteran community. It features the same great deals and benefits as Armed Forces Vacation Club - including
free membership.
Armed Forces Vacation Club Info
Veterans Holidays Info
Secretary’s Note: This info was taken from an email I received from The Military Wallet. To read some more
on this subject, go to Military Wallet.
===================================================

One of our Hofers, Jerry Middendorf (j.middendorf@comcast.net), sent in a FedSmith article which shows a
2017 premium data comparison chart for civil service annuitants. This may be of interest to those of you had a
second career as a civil service employee after the military, or to those Hofers (like me) who retired from civil
service and opted to continue insurance coverage after retirement.
The article shows the monthly annuitant premium, from lowest to highest–national coverage only. There are 19
insurance companies listed. For Self + 1, the lowest premium is $206.03/month; the highest is $845.67. The
lowest increase is 75%; the highest is 145%. It’s not good news; but to really figure out what you are getting
for that increase, you will have to look at the services that each insurance provider covers.
If you want more information, go to FedSmith, for Robert Benson’s article on this subject.
===================================================

This article appeared in the February 2017 issue of The American
Legion Magazine. I have previously read some of Tom Philpott’s
articles in various publications. He is thorough and covers military
personnel and veterans issues.
According to the article, the Veterans Administration will issue new
eligibility clarification for pension programs by this summer. “The
pension exists to help veterans in financial distress who served at least
one day of wartime service, at least 90 consecutive days on active duty,
and have honorable or general discharges.”
This benefit is not just for the vets themselves, but also for their
surviving spouses. If you know someone who might benefit from this
information, then please forward the article to them.
You can enlarge the article on your computer, or go to the link above to
download a pdf.
===================================================

7

When military members serve their country, their families also serve–holding the family together at the home
front, enduring frequent moves and job changes which it makes it hard to build a career. And, by a twist of fate,
these families may end up being the sole caregivers for their military spouse. I’m always glad when I read
stories of hope and support, like this one in the San Antonio Express-News, February 12, 20017:

MILITARY CAREGIVERS HAVE PLACE TO MEET
In a Starbucks near Fort Sam Houston, a special group of military family members meet every other
Thursday for coffee and conversation. The group, Caregivers Coffee, is made up of those who take care
of their wounded military family members.
“It’s one of those hidden aspects of being in a military family,” said Robin Johnson, director of the San
Antonio chapter of Blue Star Families, which partners with Operation Family Caregiver for the coffee
sessions.
An annual poll by Blue Star Families found 31 percent of those in military families are caregivers for
wounded family members.
The poll, which surveyed 8,390 military spouses, service members and veterans, found 22 percent of
caregivers in 2016 worked more than 40 hours a week taking care of their family member’s injuries. This
work includes anything from bathing their spouse to feeding them.
The numbers represent an increase over 2015 (18 percent) and 2014 (15 percent).
Taking care of an injured military member may have long-lasting effects on a career, Johnson said.
“You have spouses, they can’t get a regular 9 to 5 job. They might not be able to leave their spouse at
home,” Robin Johnson of Blue Star Families said.
The Blue Star poll found 48 percent of military family spouses were employed, with 21 percent looking
for work but employed, and 29 percent not in the labor force.
The poll also indicated underemployment among military spouses ranged from 35 to 40 percent, with 38
percent of spouses underemployed relative to their level of education.
The military spouse unemployment rate is 1.55 times higher than their civilian counterparts, the poll
found.
The poll echoed a similar study by Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA). Their 2010 report
reported that military spouses earn on average 25 percent less than civilian peers and that 1 of 3 military
families said they had trouble paying monthly bills.
The same IAVA report noted that 36.6 percent of wives whose husband were deployed were diagnosed
with at least one mental health disorder. Wives whose spouses were deployed 11 months or longer had a
24 percent higher rate of depression.
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Caregivers Coffee sessions are a place to meet and talk. In a recent coffee session in San Antonio,
caregivers brought up the need for social events for injured veterans. The benefit of these social events
would be both for the veteran, who gets out of the house, and the caregiver, who gets a few hours of
respite, Johnson said.
Caregivers Coffee meetings take place every other Thursday from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. at the Starbucks on
Rittiman & Harry Wurzbach, Store #18834. More info can be found at
https://bluestarfam.org/location/san-antonio/
===================================================

HERE IS ONE OF OUR COURAGEOUS VETS
Moses Sonera, a retired Iraq War veteran and
amputee, exits Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery
with his sons Matthew, 6, left, and Moses Jr., 17, right,
after walking from Randolph Air Force Base to the
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery* to honor his
friends and fellow soldiers who have died, on
Memorial Day, Monday, May 25, 2015. Sonera's leg
was injured when a mortar exploded from behind him
in Iraq in 2004. He says he walked to remind himself
of the sacrifice his friends have made.

*I don’t know which route Moses Sonera took, but it was a long walk! That he was able to do this shows his
strength and, no doubt, the support he received during his recovery.

From Randolph AFB, Texas To Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, 1520 Harry Wurzbach Rd, San
Antonio, TX 78209
● 3 h 52 min (11.8 mi) via Gibbs Sprawl Rd and Rittiman Rd Directions
● 4 h 1 min (12.2 mi) via Eisenhauer Rd
● 4 h 6 min (12.5 mi) via W Farm to Market Rd 78 W and Rittiman Rd
===================================================
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According to Focus Magazine, the Bundeswehr (German military) deployed 20 Marder Tanks to Lithuania on
21 February. They are to deter Russian aggression at the eastern flank of NATO. The tanks were loaded onto a
train at Grafenwöhr, a U.S. Army training post about an hour’s drive to the south of Hof.
Prior to deploying the 20 Marder Tanks, the Bundeswehr had already deployed six Leopard 2 battle tanks on
the previous day. The tanks are expected to reach Rukla, Lithuania in a few days. Rukla is a military base
located about 100 km from the Russian border.
Altogether, about 120 containers and 200 vehicles have been loaded up for transport since the middle of
January.
The Bundeswehr keeps a NATO batallion in Lithuania to deter Russia. Like the other two Baltic states and
Poland, Lithuania feels threatened by the might Russian neighbor.
A total of 450 German soldiers are to be deployed to Lithuania; 300 are there already.

===================================================

Die Tagesschau (Daily News Show) is a program delivered by the TV station ARD television network. It
comes on at 8 p.m. German Time. From the www.Tagesschau.de website, you can go to other news–such as the
weather, stock market, videos, culture, and to radio programs.
The Deutsche Welle (DW) is Germany’s international broadcaster with a multi-language service. At Deutsche
Welle, you can read the news in English. They even offer free courses in German! According to DW, “you can
learn German at your own pace: E-learning on the computer, with videos, audio clips and podcasts – or using
traditional methods with worksheets you can print out. Select between German language courses for beginners
and advanced levels. Teachers of German as a foreign language can use our multimedia materials in the
classroom.”
N-TV is a German television news channel. It broadcasts news, weather, shows, and documentaries. It is
probably similar to Fox and CNN.

===================================================
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Last
Kielbania
Alexander J
Holden
Boggs
Futrell
Lamb
Luckenbill

First
Ken & Gay
James & Susan
Dan & Darlene
Mike
Sidney & Gayle
John
Nita

State
FL
TX
KY

Guest

Guest, Holden
TX
AZ
Friend, Lamb

================================

Thanks to Mel Hamill, we have an informational website for the Albuquerque Reunion. Go there to find out
how to make your hotel reservations at the Fairfield Inn in Albuquerque and to find information on the tours we
will be taking. Registration forms are also available for downloading.
There also are some videos to show you the flavor of Albuquerque, and Mel also has added a Q&A section to
the website. You can click on “Comments” near the top of the page and leave your question, comment, or an
answer to a question someone else may have asked.
…and–just to remind you of the fun we have at these reunions–Mel also posted some slide shows of last year’s
reunion in Hof.
Please contact Mel Hamill (melvinhamill@yahoo.com) if you have questions about his Arizona Reunion
website.

================================
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Hopefully, everyone has at least considered the three available choices. There’s still some time to make a
decision–the deadline for submitting your vote is not until 1 April 2017. Pick ONE of the three choices and
mail your ballot(s) to Hof Reunion Association, 4001 Old Sturbridge Drive, Apex, NC 27539. If you have
additional questions about the ballot, you can email our adjutant, Steve Murphrey, at hofreunion@nc.rr.com, or
you can call him at 919-779-4482.
Bill Ward (bward4@cfl.rr.com) is in charge of the 2018 Reunion planning and has some additional
information, specific to the cruise option, that he would like to share with you

Additional Reunion Cruise Information
“I have received a few requests for more information on a reunion cruise. I feel the
newsletter would be the best way to inform our membership on a few important points.
Some of the questions were about a registration fee and tours. I do not feel a large
registration fee would be required, just enough for name tags and a few minor
administration costs. We would not have to cover the costs of a luncheon or banquet that
would be required at a hotel reunion, along with other expenses. Tours in the ports of call
can be made on board ship, if one wishes to take one. Edie and I usually take 1&1/2 to
2&1/2 hour bus tours and they range from $30 to $40. This is the most economical way to
see things. Most of the shopping centers are within walking distance of the ship. as always
if you have more questions don’t hesitate to call or send an e-mail. Thanks Bill”
===================================================

Secretary’s Note: According to our adjutant, Steve Murphrey, the ballots for the 2018 reunion are trickling in.
I am repeating the above information, in case you want to reread it or have some more questions about any of
the three choices. If so, please contact Bill Ward (email above).
Send your ballots to Steve Murphrey (email above). It’s also okay to just email your Number One Choice to
him.

===================================================
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John Pace (jdpace37@comcast.net) sent in this little haha:
Miss Beatrice, the church organist, was in her eighties and had never been married. She was admired for her
sweetness and kindness to all.
One afternoon the pastor came to call on her and she showed him into her quaint sitting room. She invited
him to have a seat while she prepared tea...
As he sat facing her old Hammond organ, the young minister noticed a cut-glass bowl sitting on top of it.
The bowl was filled with water, and in the water floated–of all things, a condom!
When she returned with tea and scones, they began to chat. The pastor tried to stifle his curiosity about the
bowl of water and its strange floater, but soon it got the better of him and he could no longer resist.
'Miss Beatrice,' he said, 'I wonder if you would tell me about this,’ pointing to the bowl.
'Oh, yes,' she replied, 'isn't it wonderful? I was walking through the park a few months ago and I found this
little package on the ground. The directions said to place it on the organ, keep it wet, and that it would
prevent the spread of disease. Do you know I haven't had the flu all winter.’

Last month, a very nice couple (they know who they are!) sent me a gift: a book called Forty Autumns, by
Nina Willner. When the box arrived, I was trying to remember what I might have ordered. When I opened the
box and examined the book that was in it, I still couldn’t remember ordering it–although it looked like
something that I would have ordered. The mystery was solved when I read the little note that was in the book.
It was a very nice note!
I have now read the book which is about “A Family Story of Courage and Survival on both Sides of the Berlin
Wall.” I loved it, and maybe some of you would also be interested in it.
The author, Nina Willner, was the first female U.S. Army intelligence officer during the
Cold War operations. When Nina's mother Hanna was just twenty years old, she escaped to
West Germany with nothing more than a small satchel and the clothes on her back. It was the
dawn of the Cold War. Hanna left her parents, siblings and everything she had ever known
behind. Her daughter, Nina Willner, later was stationed in Berlin while her mother’s family
was still “locked up” behind The Wall.
The book is available from Amazon and other book stores.
===================================================

13

…for your membership renewals! The deadline of 31 March is getting closer and we want
to make sure that everyone stays current. Please send your renewal application and check
(made out to the Hof Reunion Association) to 4001 Old Sturbridge Dr., Apex, NC 27539.
If you have questions regarding your renewal, you can email Steve Murphrey at
hofreunion@nc.rr.com, or call him at 919-779-4482.
…for your contributions to the Biweekly Update. Keep them coming!

================================

● HRA Website: www.hofreunion.com
● Bi-annual Newsletter: www.hofgermany.com/newsletter.html
● Hof Air Station History: www.thedempseyarchives.com/hofairstation.html
● HRA Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/hofreunion
2017 Reunion News: http://www.hofer1.com/

NEW!!! **(Includes Registration Forms)**

===============================
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