February 14, 2017

Volume 752

This Biweekly Update is published every other Tuesday. Its purpose is to keep the Hof Reunion Association (HRA) members
informed about events occurring between regular publications of the Hof Connection Newsletter which appears in January
and July of each year..
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Happy February
Birthday
Johnson
Sikes
Thrush
Williams
Alekson
Chesney
Poturalski
Pouch
Way
Wetzel
Hamill
Kenish
Thompson
Juergens
Thompson
Holloway
Johnson
Queen
Larimore
Stankich
Toni
Pecora
Meyers
Middledorf
Müller
Hale
Donofrio
Schefft
Brock
Hinchey
Ward
Wilson
Juergens
Schuety
Weaver
Carrico
Brown
Nottingham
Baker
Detzler

Vickie
Christa
Hermine (Marie)
David
Sandy
Don
Madonna
Heidi
Tresslar
Gene
Ilse
Catharine
Dean
Briana
Janet
Bill
Dave L.
Rose Marie
Jimmy
Evi
Bill
Joseph
John
Fred
Anna
Margit
Tony
Paul
Dick
Inge
Virginia "Ginny"
Ursula
Ken
Frieda
Darlene
Philip
Sigrid
C. Wade
Ben
Laura

February 1, 1944
February 1, 1940
February 1, 1941
February 1, 1947
February 2, 1943
February 2, 1941
February 2, 1943
February 3, 1946
February 3, 1942
February 3, 1945
February 4, 1940
February 6, 1948
February 6, 1936
February 7, 1949
February 8, 1945
February 9, 1940
February 9, 1946
February 10, 1946
February 11, 1950
February 11, 1940
February 11, 1937
February 12, 1937
February 13, 1942
February 15, 1948
February 15, 1937
February 16, 1939
February 17, 1942
February 18, 1945
February 19, 1961
February 19, 1937
February 19, 1937
February 20, 1926
February 22, 1949
February 22, 1939
February 22, 1947
February 25, 1947
February 26, 1935
February 26, 1942
February 27, 1935
February 27, 1941

Hager
Middendorf
Motherway
Webb
McGovern
Montie

Judy
Hilde
John
John R.
Jim
Karin

February 27, 1953
February 27, 1941
February 27, 1949
February 27, 1948
February 28, 1947
February 28, 1945
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Happy February
Anniversary
Kielbania
McKinney
Krcma
Harland
Reczek
Unger
Novelli
Carrico
Lindquist
Ballou
Meyers
Scanny
Motherway
Mattice

Ken & Gay
Tom & Jan
Greg & Sandy
Bernard & Lisa
Thomas & Ute
Loran & Estelle
Joe & Doris
Philip & Kathryn
Gary & Mary
Willies & Cathye
John & Deborah
Dan & Carol
John & Anni
Charles & Renate

February 1, 1964
February 1, 1962
February 3, 1968
February 8, 1964
February 8, 1964
February 8, 1988
February 10, 1962
February 14, 1981
February 14, 1980
February 15, 1969
February 16, 1980
February 17, 1978
February 20, 1988
February 25, 1966
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Joachim Haese
Please continue to keep our member Helga Haese and her husband Achim in your prayers. Rosie Queen and
Helga recently had a Skype conversation in which Helga told Rosie that Achim was moved to the palliative
care unit at the hospital on February 2nd. On February 11th I heard from Helga that Achim had been
transferred to a nursing home in Lichtenfels on the 10th. There was nothing else the doctors could do for
Achim at the palliative station at the hospital in Bamberg. Helga, please know that you and Achim are in our
thoughts.

================================
This seems the appropriate place for posting the email I received from Thomas Nickerson (602nd AC&W),
tnicktoby@msn.com:

{1}
Once all villagers decided to pray for rain.
On the day of prayer all the people gathered,
but only one boy came with an umbrella.
That's FAITH.
{2}
When you throw babies in the air,
they laugh because they know you will catch them.
That's TRUST.
{3}
Every night we go to bed
without any assurance of being alive the next morning,
but still we set the alarms to wake up.
That's HOPE.
3

{4}
We plan big things for tomorrow
in spite of zero knowledge of the future.
That's CONFIDENCE.
{5}
We see the world suffering,
but still we get married and have children.
That's LOVE.
{6}
On an old man's shirt was written a sentence
'I am not 80 years old;
I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.'
That's ATTITUDE.

Have a happy day and live your life like the six stories.
When I was a child, I thought nap time was punishment. Now it's like a mini-vacation.

"GOOD FRIENDS ARE THE RARE JEWELS OF LIFE...
…DIFFICULT TO FIND AND IMPOSSIBLE TO REPLACE!

================================

I’m happy to report that we have not lost any of our friends during this period.

================================

4

▬Membership Renewals▬
(02/01/17 - 02/14/17)
Name
Holloway, Susan
Holloway, Bill
Costello-Blumenstein, Ruthie
Mossell, Ivey
Slappey, Braxton
Green, Reuben
Webb, John
Schuety, Ramon
Hager, Kenneth
Kielbania, Kenneth

Through
FY17
FY17
WE17
WE17
FY18
FY18
FY17
FY21
FY18
FY18

marty@comsouth.net
Looking for his email
normansnotes2u@hotmail.com
No longer has a computer.
Moved in with his daughter.
New address: 338 Grass
Market , San Antonio, TX
78259.
Phone: 210-912-7013

Thank you to all who have renewed and are up-todate with their membership dues. The deadline of 31
March is fast approaching and, at this time, we still
hope to hear from about 80 members. You can renew
and register for the Albuquerque Reunion at the same
time.

(02/01/17 - 02/14/17)

According to the HRA Bylaws, membership fees are due by
January 1st. There is a generous 90-day grace period, but if
dues have not been paid by March 31st, privileges will be
suspended.

Amount
$ 5.00

▬Final Flyby Update▬

The HRA Bylaws also address the various classes of
membership. There are some circumstances in which
membership fees may be waived. If a potential hardship case is
brought to the attention of the HRA Board, the Board will look
at and grant free membership based on the merits of each case.
If you have questions about membership fees, please contact the
Board.

(02/01/17 - 02/14/17)
Date of Death
None Reported

▬Ladies Serving in Heaven Update▬
Name

FL

Membership Renewals

▬Donations▬

Name

Kielbania, Ken & Gay

!Rem
i
!Rem nder!
i
!Rem nder!
inder
!

(02/01/17 - 02/14/17)

Name
Schuety, Ramon

State

================================

▬Correction:Address/Phone/Email▬
Habecker, Marty
Orr, John F.
Norman, Robert
Churchill, Dallas

Name

Please send your renewal application and check
(made out to the Hof Reunion Association) to 4001
Old Sturbridge Dr., Apex, NC 27539. If you have
questions regarding your renewal, you can email
Steve Murphrey at hofreunion@nc.rr.com, or call
him at 919-779-4482.

(02/01/17 - 02/14/17)
Date of Death
None Reported

================================

================================
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If you have any questions about the
Albuquerque Reunion, please
contact Walt Murch,
tribble.w@yahoo.com. Walt is the
mastermind behind this year’s
reunion. (Thank you, Walt!)

Thanks, also, to Mel Hamill,
melvinhamill@yahoo.com, who
has put together a 2017
Albuquerque Reunion Website,
http://www.hofer.1, especially for
us. He will continue to keep it
updated with the newest information
and you can go there to find out
information on how to make your
hotel reservations. If the answers to
some of the reunion questions seem
to be of general interest, then maybe
we can persuade Mel to add a Q&A
Section to the website.

One of our members recently asked
if there was a picture available of
this year’s shirt. I forwarded the
question to Don
Riverkamp,river1940@sbcglobal.
net, who said that no graphic was
available at this time. As soon as
one becomes available, I will
publish it in the Update.
Speaking about shirts–is there
anyone out there who may be
interested in taking over the annual
reunion shirt business from Don?
Don said that he will be “retiring”
from that task after this year. If
anyone is interested, please let us know. You may want to contact Don to see what all is involved.
================================
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Hopefully, everyone has at least considered the three available choices. There’s still some time to make a
decision–the deadline for submitting your vote is not until 1 April 2017. Pick ONE of the three choices and
mail your ballot(s) to Hof Reunion Association, 4001 Old Sturbridge Drive, Apex, NC 27539. If you have
additional questions about the ballot, you can email our adjutant, Steve Murphrey, at hofreunion@nc.rr.com, or
you can call him at 919-779-4482.
Bill Ward (bward4@cfl.rr.com) is in charge of the 2018 Reunion planning and has some additional
information, specific to the cruise option, that he would like to share with you

Additional Reunion Cruise Information
“I have received a few requests for more information on a reunion cruise. I feel the
newsletter would be the best way to inform our membership on a few important points.
Some of the questions were about a registration fee and tours. I do not feel a large
registration fee would be required, just enough for name tags and a few minor
administration costs. We would not have to cover the costs of a luncheon or banquet that
would be required at a hotel reunion, along with other expenses. Tours in the ports of call
can be made on board ship, if one wishes to take one. Edie and I usually take 1&1/2 to
2&1/2 hour bus tours and they range from $30 to $40. This is the most economical way to
see things. Most of the shopping centers are within walking distance of the ship. as always
if you have more questions don’t hesitate to call or send an e-mail. Thanks Bill”
===================================================

Yes–2014! Gotcha, didn’t I? In a moment of nostalgia, I recently posted this 2014 group picture, taken at
Colorado Springs, to the HRA Facebook page. The picture was taken in front of the Hotel Elegante. Three of
Robert Hoerath’s American relatives–seen at left rear, third from
left, and left front, were meeting up with Robert and Hanna while
the Hoeraths were in the U.S. for the reunion. Robert himself, is
the second from left rear, Hanna is fourth from left rear, and Mel
Hamill is the fifth. In the front row, from the left (after Robert’s
relative), are Hilde Middendorf, Margit Norwood, and Ilse Hamill.
Note that Hilde is holding a magazine called Pro Hof. It’s a
magazine that the City of Hof produces, and Robert and Hanna
had brought it with them from Germany. When they got back to
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Germany, they submitted the picture to the Pro Hof Magazin; the magazine published the picture and, voila!,
the HRA name was once again in the news around Hof.
Right around the same time that the picture appeared in the magazine, I was in contact with Claudia Schott who
works at the Lorenzkirche. I had ordered a book from the church (about the church)–“Geschichte und
Geschichten, Rund um St. Lorenz.” When Claudia sent it to me, she included a note that said she had seen my
(our) picture in Pro-Hof and made the connection between me and the picture. She also sent me a copy of the
magazine. I have since then found the Pro-Hof Magazin online. If you would like to check it out, go to this
link: http://pro-hof.de/magazin/. You can read the current as well as older publications.
Many of our American cities also publish their own magazine. The City of
Schertz, TX, where I live, publishes a monthly magazine that people frequently
take with them when they go on trips. They have their picture taken while
holding the magazine, and submit it to the Schertz editor when they get back.
We could have our own version of the Fernwehpark at the the next reunion.
Everyone can bring a copy of their city’s magazine and we’ll have a group
picture taken with us holding the magazines.

(I’m just having a little fun here!)

===================================================

In the last issue of the Update, I published some pictures that
Larry Cann (bumpa40@gmail.com) had sent me. The one on
the right showed Larry and some buddies while visiting
Garmisch, at the Casa Carioca, and showed John Bittin,
Unknown, Larry Cann, Ed Danner.
Tom McKinney (tmckinney2@cfl.rr.com) recognized the
unidentified person. He said “the second airman from the left
is Garrett Edward Mathias Dempsey, my SCZ-9-2-60B
(Syracuse) classmate and fellow Hofer (1961-63).”
Thank you, Tom!
===================================================
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Claude O. Proctor, PhD
Flight Commander & Staff Officer, 6915th, 1968 - 1971
sigepheart@gmail.com

PROCTOR INDUCTED IN HALL OF FAME
Dr. Claude O. Proctor was recently inducted in the Defense Language Institute (DLI) Hall of Fame at
the Presidio of Monterey, California as a recognized Russian linguist who made enduring and significant
contributions to the Department of Defense foreign language training and operations. He began his career as an
enlisted student in the Russian basic language course in 1959 at the Army Language School, predecessor of the
Defense Language Institute, to launch his career as a professional linguist and U.S. Air Force intelligence
officer with numerous worldwide operational assignments.
Based on his extensive operational resume, broad experience in language training, and fluency in the
Russian language, Proctor was readily identified for a newly created Air Force staff officer position with a joint
service assignment in Monterey. The DLI commandant personally selected him to begin a series of factfinding trips abroad to interview and coordinate with key senior personnel of the cryptologic services,
embassies, military assistance groups, as well as other U.S. and foreign intelligence agencies. Proctor
personally configured, coordinated and led the first job and task analysis teams which visited worldwide
locations in Europe, the Middle East, and the Far East where linguists were employed in a variety of jobs.
Following his tour at DLI, Dr. Proctor was selected as associate professor of Russian and chairman of
strategic languages at the U.S. Air Force Academy. After retiring from the Air Force in 1980, he continued to
use his language skills as a Russian technical translator, as well as an instructor of Army military intelligence
language specialists. His Russian language expertise was recognized by NASA for his linguistic support of the
Space Shuttle Discovery on the 2A.1 mission, the first logistics flight to the International Space Station in 1999.
Likewise he received a NASA accolade for his outstanding language support of the Russian Vehicles team and
the successful flight of the Soyuz vehicle TM-205 which delivered the Increment 1 crew to the International
Space Station in 2000.
Dr. Proctor and his wife, Doris, are long-time residents of Georgetown, Texas.

Поздравления
(Congratulations!)
We are proud to have Clyde as one of our HRA members! One of our previous Updates included a list of
books authored by Claude. If you want to see some more of his work, go to
http://pages.suddenlink.net/russianlinguist/
===================================================
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Margit Norwood
Secretary, Hof Reunion Association
secretary@hofreunion.org

All of you know that our Services have had brave dogs working right along with our military members; but did
you know that a monument was dedicated to our military working dogs? It’s located at Lackland Air Force
Base (Joint Base San Antonio–Lackland). The monument is located next to the parade ground–an area you
should all be familiar with if you went though basic training at Lackland.
In doing a little research, I was surprised to learn that, historically, Lackland had been training dogs for the
armed services since 1958. The monument to our brave dogs, however, was not dedicated until 28 October,
2013.
Shortly after reading about the 2013 dedication in our local newspaper, Calvin and I decided to drive across
town, to take a look at the monument. We got lucky and arrived there just as the trainers and their dogs were
wrapping up an interview with a reporter, and I was able to snap a few pictures.
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JBSA-Lackland also trains dogs for the Transportation Security Agency (TSA) -see the article at
www.37trw.af.mil/News/tabid/2992/Article/703073/tsa-opens-canine-training-center-at-jbsa-lackland.aspx.
Although the article is dated 2016–-three years after the dedication of the monument, I remember one of the
trainers telling me in 2013 that some of the dogs that were there for the interview were being trained for the
airport. So, the next time a dog is sniffing your luggage at the airport, he might just be a product of our
Lackland training program.
You can read some more of the History of the Military Working Dog Teams National Monument at this
site:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_Working_Dog_Teams_National_Monument.
Go to this website, https://myairmanmuseum.org/military-working-dogs/, if you would like to visit and need
information on how to get on base. Come to think of it, if the HRA should have a future reunion in San
Antonio, than this might be an interesting place to visit–especially if we could get the trainers and their dogs
to put on a live demonstration for us!
Short video of Dog Soldiers at Lackland AFB: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKbZ_Ag8C8c
===================================================
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“Not sure how many of our troops were there at the time and still remember the scene,” says Jerry Mangas
(hofreunion@ptd.net), “but the Russians are once again rewriting history. This time about Czechoslovakia in
1968! Shame on nasty ol’ NATO anyway….”
Jerry sent along this link, http://www.interpretermag.com/russia-update-june-2-2015/#8608, to explain his
statement. I’m sure there are, or will be, some fairy tales about the Ukraine and Crimea out there, too. Take
this article I saw about Crimea, for example: http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-russia-mediaidUSKBN15Q0MG.

Although, like all of us who have supported our country in a variety of ways–as active duty military members,
as civil servants, or as spouses and family members of our military personnel–I find that military-related things
have become a little more distant to me since I retired from civil service. Thus, the fact that we had deployed
3,500 troops to Poland in January this year somewhat blind-sided me.
This is the article I read in my local newspaper last month:
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/world/article/We-waited-for-decades-Polish-govt-welcomes-US10857750.php
A U.S. Soldier plays with snow during the official
welcoming ceremony of U.S. Troops in Zagan,
Poland. The troops are part of a continuous
deployment on NATO’s eastern flank.
[Photo from the above-mentioned article in the San
Antonio Express-News]

===================================================
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I seem to remember this story from one of my long-ago classes. It’s been around since about 1936, but as
explained in the article at http://www.snopes.com/humor/letters/landgrab.asp, the story has changed slightly
over the years to make it more relatable to current events. The legal humor remains intact.

A New Orleans lawyer sought a FHA (Federal Housing Administration) loan for a client. He was told the
loan would be granted if he could prove satisfactory title to a parcel of property being offered as
collateral. The title to the property dated back to 1803, which took the lawyer three months to track
down.
After sending the information to the FHA, he received the following reply:
Upon review of your letter adjoining your client’s loan application, we note that the request is supported
by an Abstract of Title. While we compliment the able manner in which you have prepared and
presented the application, we must point out that you have only cleared title to the proposed collateral
back to 1803. Before final approval can be accorded, it will be necessary to clear the title back to its
origin.
Annoyed, the lawyer responded as follows:
Your letter regarding title in Case No. 189156 has been received. I note that you wish to have title
extended further than the 194 years covered by the present application. I was unaware that any educated
person in this country, particularly those working in the property area, would not know that Louisiana
was purchased by the U.S. from France in 1803, the year of origin identified in our application. For the
edification of uninformed FHA bureaucrats, the title to the land prior to U.S. ownership was obtained
from France, which had acquired it by Right of Conquest from Spain. The land came into possession of
Spain by Right of Discovery made in the year 1492 by a sea captain named Christopher Columbus, who
had been granted the privilege of seeking a new route to India by the then reigning monarch, Isabelle.
The good queen, being a pious woman and careful about titles, almost as much as the FHA, took the
precaution of securing the blessing of the Pope before she sold her jewels to fund Columbus’ expedition.
Now the Pope, as I’m sure you know, is the emissary of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. And God, it is
commonly accepted, created this world. Therefore, I believe it is safe to presume that He also made that
part of the world called Louisiana. He, therefore, would be the owner of origin. I hope to hell you find
His original claim to be satisfactory. Now, may we have our damn loan?

They got it.

===================================================
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Das Fichtelgebirge steht Kopf
(The Fichtelgebirge is standing on its Head)
In this case, “standing on its head” can be loosely translated to the Fichtel Mountain Region being enthusiastic–
about Fasching! One of our members, Carl Wyatt (6915th Security Sq/Gp;carl.carlspc@gmail.gar.no) sent us
a message saying that “Recently there have been several broadcasts on German television with a Fasching
theme. Due to the time zone difference, it's difficult to watch them "Live" but some are also available "on
demand" via Mediathek. One might be of particular interest to people with a connection to the Hof area, since
it takes place in Marktredwitz. The broadcast is available via the following URL:
http://www.br.de/mediathek/video/sendungen/franken-helau/franken-helau100.html
Best Regards,
/Carl/”
I checked out the website, and it’s a good one! Loved hearing the dialect! Quite a few of my Meichner
ancestors come from Marktredwitz. I’ve done some genealogical research (via email) at the Marktredwitz
Rathaus, and have always been treated in a friendly manner.

Germany unveils Zero-Emissions Train
It only emits Steam
Germany is set to introduce the world’s first zero-emission passenger train to be powered by hydrogen.
The Coradia iLint only emits excess steam into the atmosphere, and provides an alternative to the country’s
4,000 diesel trains.
Lower Saxony has already ordered 14 of them from French company Alstom, and more are likely to be seen
around the country if they are judged a success, reports Die Welt.
Testing is set to be carried out by the end of the year, before it opens up to the public in December 2017.
The train was first presented at Berlin’s InnoTrans trade show in August, and it is set to be the first hydrogenpowered train to regularly ferry people over long distances.
For more info, go to http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-unveils-zero-emissions-trainonly-emits-steam-lower-saxony-hydrogen-powered-a7391581.html
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Welcome to Germany.info
The German Missions in the United States puts out a weekly newsletter that can keep you updated on a number
of diverse subjects on what’s going on in Germany. If you are interested in subscribing, then go to
http://www.germany.info/vertretung/usa/en/newsletter.html. You can request the German or the English
version.
===================================================

Humor sometimes doesn’t translate very well. Anyone who has ever learned an additional language has
probably discovered that unless you know the culture in which that language is primary, the joke often falls flat.
I remember one occasion, before I had left Germany for the U.S., when someone in a group remarked that “this
guy just didn’t know sh*t from Shinola.” Everyone laughed–but not me. I didn’t know what Shinola was.
Has anyone else had experiences like this?

Jerry Mangas (jmangas@ptd.net) thinks there might just be some proof of that.
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!Keep them coming!
================================

● HRA Website: www.hofreunion.com
● Bi-annual Newsletter: www.hofgermany.com/newsletter.html
● Hof Air Station History: www.thedempseyarchives.com/hofairstation.html
● HRA Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/hofreunion
2017 Reunion News: http://www.hofer1.com/

NEW!!! **(Includes Registration Forms)**

===============================
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