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This Biweekly Update is published every other Tuesday. Its purpose is to keep the Hof Reunion Association (HRA) members
informed about events occurring between regular publications of the Hof Connection Newsletter which appears in January
and July of each year.

●

- !!!It’s a two-way Thing!!! -

●

While writing this third Update as your new HRA
Secretary, I want to thank Don Riverkamp for all the help he
has given me–and is still giving me–as I am learning the ins
and outs of the job. In the eight years that Don has held down
the responsibilities before me, he polished the routine and also
voluntarily took on other tasks–such as being the go-to-guy
for getting pins, hats, T-shirts, etc. for our organization. He
says he has enough hats left for the next reunion; but after
that, he would like to leave this job to someone else. Would
one of you be interested? If you are, then you can contact our
board members; or, if you would like to just find out more
about what it entails first, then you should ask Don
(river1940@sbcglobal.net).

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

NOTE: Following a change to the HRA Constitution and
Bylaws during our last reunion, the HRA Board no longer
includes a Membership Chair. It now falls on all of us to
actively encourage membership. Also, because we now have
a new adjutant (Steve Murphrey), all correspondence to the
HRA (membership dues, reunion registration, site voting, and
changes to the Master Roster) will have to use the following
contact information:

●
● Mailing Address: Hof Reunion Association, 4001 Old
Sturbridge Dr., Apex, NC 27539

●

● Phone: (919) 779-4482

●

● Email: hofreunion@nc.rr.com
This contact information can also be found on the revised
Membership Application.

- !!!It’s a two-way Thing!!! -
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Again, thank you for your stories and comments! Keep them coming!

By Tom McKinney
Czech Linguist, 6915th RSM, SS, SG, 1961-1968
tmckinney2@cfl.rr.com
You may recall, from the last update I sent out, that I had searched high and low to find the author of an email article
that I had received about Chaplain Peden–an article which I then promptly hid from myself. I remembered the gist of
the article, but forgot who had sent it. Mystery solved! Thank you for resending it, Tom!
Here is what Tom wrote:
Margit,
Thank you for the story in the current edition of the HRA Newsletter. I’m resending my email to you here
for your files. Don’t be embarrassed about losing things. We’re all in the same boat. I really enjoyed Lonnie
Henderson’s story as well. I knew Lonnie both of his tours as our tours coincided. My wife and I have many stories
to share but the one attached here is our favorite. Feel free to include any part of it in a future publication. And if you
have any questions about that period of our history just ask me.
And, since we were at ground zero for Hurricane Matthew this week we have stories about that experience
as well. We just this last hour got our electricity back on so we can sleep with A/C comfort tonight. All is well and
God is good.
Tom McKinney
And here is Tom’s original story:
Margit,
Thank you for the new and improved Hof Reunion Bi-Weekly Update. It opens easily and is a welcome
change. Jan and I look forward to many more updates.
It was with sadness that we read about the passing of Chaplain Peden. Jan and I were married in the Hof
Rathaus on February 1, 1962 and when Chaplain Peden heard that we had not been subsequently married in church he
insisted we have a chapel wedding as soon as we could. So on Sunday, February 18, 1962, he held the congregation
hostage for about 20 minutes following his service and proceeded to complete our union in the presence of God. We
had no camera person to record the event so his chaplain’s assistant ran to the barracks, grabbed his camera, and
hustled back just in time to take several candid photos for us. We have forever been in his debt for that effort as the
seven black and white photos he took that morning are the only ones in our wedding album. That was almost 55 years
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ago and Jan and I are still happily married with three very grown sons and four grandchildren. I’ve attached a picture
from that wedding so long ago and so far away.
And thank you for assuming your new duties for the HRA. We’re all readers of the newsletter, not critics,
so just have fun with it.

By Tom Snyder
6915th SQ/GP
tsnyder@bellsouth.net
Tom Snyder wrote:
Great story from Lonnie Anderson! I also got married in Hof. I married Walt Baumgartner’s daughter (Dagmar). I
know many members of the 6915th remember Walt, our gate guard out at the site. Sorry I missed the reunion. (I’d
love to hear the Valkyries play again). I can never forget the fun times we’ve had in Hof. Thanks for the memories.

By Tom Mikloiche 6915th SQ/GP
tmik@cox.net
Here’s a real treat from Mik! At the last Hof reunion he told me about this Burger Dance some of our HRA members
had learned at a past reunion in Branson. Mik said it was in the Internet, but I never did find it. Well folks, Mik sent
it to me and here it is. Mik said that there actually was a marriage proposal during that reunion (I don’t know if the
Burger Dance was the cause of that)!
THE BURGER DANCE: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zw13wYXCqd8.
Mik said he has many more videos from past reunions; so, maybe at a future time, we’ll get to see what went on
during some of these reunions! Here are a two more URLs he sent:
THE BALDKNOBBERS COMMEDY: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW1fkj19iOM
THE DORF DORKS IN CONCERT: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEMPd52Tdxc
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Robert Denman
6915th SQ/GP
ab.watersedge@aol.com

Margit M. Payne
Spouse of Eldon Payne 602 AC&W
epayne2316@aol.com

I think that some of you already know that Bob authored
the book Advanced Knowledge. He donated a copy of his
book at our Cocoa Beach reunion in 2013. For those of
you who don’t know about his book, it is available at
Amazon. Go to https://www.amazon.com/AdvancedKnowledge-Robert-Denman/dp/1615823719

Yes, there is another Hofer who is an author. I have
recently found and read Margit’s book, Golden Years,
Not Always Golden, All in the Day’s Life of a Senior.
It’s available at Amazon. Go to
https://www.amazon.com/Golden-Years-Not-AlwaysSenior/dp/1434990230/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8
&qid=1476999838&sr=1-1&keywords=Margit+Payne.

Do you know of any other Hofers who have published books or articles?

News from Ingrid Lemke
Spouse of Ronald Lemke, 6915th SQ/GP
gentzgang@cox.net
This information came to me via the HRA FB Page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/hofreunion) which is
open to anyone with a Facebook account. On October 12th, Ingrid posted that she and Ron were blessed with
another great-grandchild: Ambrosia Rowan Dutton, weighing in at 6 lb 11 oz. “Mommy, Daddy and Baby are
doing fine. God has been so good to us by blessing us with a new little one. Praise His Name.” What really
blew me away was what she had said in another post: THIS IS THEIR 15th GREAT-GRANDCHILD!
Congratulations to the Lemke family!

Ron Lemke with his new greatgranddaughter, Ambrosia.
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From Jerry Middendorf
6915th SS/SQ
j.middendorf@comcast.net

Jerry says he a packrat. You be the judge! Does anyone else have a Thanksgiving Menu from 52 years ago???

From Billy D. Hall, CMSgt, USAF, Ret.
7307 Dispensary, 1963 - 1966
eltigre60@q.com

Billy writes:
My mother recently sent me some things she saved that I sent to her when I was stationed in Hof from 9/63 to
9/66. We had a tough year in the Germany Conference but I am positive everyone involved would agree that
we had a ball under Coach Lenny Flynn. I of course remember my Dispensary and Base Team teammates well
and love Hof as my wife, Karin, is from Moschendorf. We visited Hof in 2015 for our 50th anniversary but we
were unable to attend the reunion in Hof this year. We lived in Albuquerque over 30 years before moving to
Arizona in 2014. Congratulations on your election as Secretary. I love the newsletters. Look forward to seeing
you in Albuquerque next year. Three pages are attached.
Sincerely,
Billy D. Hall, CMSgt, USAF, Retired.
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Hof Air Station Basketball, cont.
Mothers are wonderful! They hang on to your stuff and then give it back to you just when you need it! Some of
our members are going to have so much fun looking at these treasures.
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Phil Ruth, as reported by Jim McDaniel (jimsmsgt@gmail.com) this week,
“is getting out of the rehab facility on Friday and will start his trip to OK. He
will live in a cabin beside his daughter. Still has a long way to go, but at
least he is out and on his way. Phil and I were at Hof in the early 60s and
late 60s. He has visited me a few times here in Rehoboth Beach, DE. I wish
him God speed and a full recovery. He is a good guy.” [I want to add
something to Jim’s comment about Phil being a good guy. About a year or so
ago, Phil bought and sent some children’s safety gates to the Schertz Animal
Adoption Center here in Texas. He did this out of the blue; no one asked him
to do so. I think he saw one of my Facebook posts about my local shelter
being in need of gates to keep some dogs restrained to a specific area. Phil then just bought and sent the gates.
The Schertz shelter was so pleased! As someone who often judges people by the way they treat animals, I
agree that Phil is a good guy.]
Don Riverkamp is continuing with his physical therapy at home. He has graduated from the walker to
occasionally using a cane, but only when the visiting nurse is there. It’s an uphill battle as some of us know,
but I’m confident that Don will tackle it.
Käthe Urban (Hilde Middendorf’s Aunt) had a heart attack on October 6th and was admitted to the hospital
in Hof. By the 8th, the had received a stent and was sitting up and wanted to go home. Hilde’s aunt is 80 years
old. Jerry and Hilde wanted to let the HRA community know about this because Aunt Käthe has been to a few
of our reunions in the U.S. and is known to some of us. She doesn’t have a computer, but emails can be written
to her via cst.ws@t-online.de. She is probably out of the hospital by now; but if anyone would like to write to
her, her address is Enoch-Widmann Strasse #42; 95028 Hof; Germany.
Dave Natalie and his wife Karin need our prayers. As most of us know, Dave was diagnosed with bladder
cancer in May 2016. In June of this year, Dave had his second surgery–the first one had removed his tumor;
the second surgery was much more aggressive and very long (6-8 hours from what Dave had told Don
Riverkamp). By August, Dave reported that he was doing fine and that the surgeon thought that he was able to
get all of the cancerous tissue. This month, on October 11th, Jo Murray talked with Karin and was told that
Dave had experienced pain in his stomach the previous week and had gone to the hospital. Another tumor was
found in his abdominal area and the doctor held back Dave’s chemo because it could have caused more
damage. Karin asked for prayers. On October 17th, Karin called Jo and Phil Murray to let them know that
Dave’s consultation with his doctors brought dire news.
Dave and Karin don’t use the computer much and are not on Facebook (FB); but if
Jerry Middendorf sees any FB posts to Karin and Dave, he will copy and mail them to
the Natalies. In the meantime, if anyone would like to send a card or letter to Dave
and Karin, they can write to Dave and Karin Natalie; 4824 Oak Hollow Court;
Dexter, MI 48130-9366. There is no doubt that they are going through a very
difficult time. Let’s keep them both in our thoughts and prayers during this hard
journey they will have to make.

7

Margit Norwood
HRA Secretary & Retired Civil Servant
secretary@hofreunion.org
When I met my husband in Hof, in the early 60s, I knew he worked at the Site, but I can’t say
we ever talked about what he did out there. It just didn’t interest me at the time. Then, in 2012,
I went to my first HRA reunion which was held in Hof that year. In what I now know is the usual routine, we were
treated to briefings at the Dőbraberg location and at the Oberfranken Kaserne.

I’m not sure what I expected from the briefings, although I was curious about what I would hear. As I was
following the slides and listening to the briefer, my ears pricked up and my spine straightened. Holy cow! Did
I really just hear that? Did he just say SIGINT…and MASINT? They were speaking a language I recognized!
You see, in between the years of the early 60s and the 2012 Bundeswehr briefings, I had squeezed in a civil
service career, and for five years of that career, I was an acquisition logistician at the Warner Robins Air
Logistics Center, in Georgia. I was assigned to what then was the U-2 Directorate (later the ISR Directorate)
which provided sustainment support to the U-2 and ground stations. I was familiar with all the “INTs” because
of the many different missions a U-2 can fly.
I came away from those briefings feeling that I had just added another dimension to being a proud member of
the HRA and the ISR community.
This year, I asked for and received copies of the briefings we got at Dőbraberg and at the Oberfranken Kaserne.
They are not classified in any way, and the Bundeswehr knew that I was planning on making these briefings available
to other HRA members. I’ve sent copies of the briefings to our HRA Webmeister, Jerry Mangas, and he intends to
post them to the HRA website’s History link. If he hasn’t posted them yet, he may be planning to wait until after
January which is when the next bi-annual newsletter comes out. It would, after all, be nice if our HRA members get
to see the briefings before the general public does.

The U-2 Mission: http://area51specialprojects.com/u2.html
U-2 Fact Sheet: http://www.af.mil/AboutUs/FactSheets/Display/tabid/224/Article/104560/u-2stu-2s.aspx
The Dragon Lady can fly many different missions: http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/a-spotters-guide-to-theu-2-dragon-lady-and-its-many-1539282603
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Jerry Middendorf recently received an email from Monika and Bob Phelps. The
subject of the email was “Remember Me?” The picture of them (at left) is from
1969, according to Jerry, and he says that they seem to live somewhere outside of
Hof. Monika said in her email that she recognized Hilde in a picture from the 2016
reunion, but Jerry and Hilde are kind of at a loss as to who the couple might be.
Maybe someone out there can help Jerry solve the mystery.
A couple of our members (Helga Haese and C.A. Russell) have recently heard
from Kenneth Zitka. Ken had not known about our recent reunion in Hof–
probably because he is not an active member at this time. I forwarded a
membership application to him, but have not heard anything back yet. His email is
kjblz3741@sbcglobal.net, in case someone would like to contact him and follow
up on how he is doing and if he has questions about filling out his membership
form.

Are you mechanically inclined? If you are, then
maybe you can puzzle this one out. GOOD
LUCK!

Here is a nifty website for finding a German restaurant in your
state. You can even send in information on one of your own
restaurants that you have found and liked.
http://germanfoods.org/find/german-restaurants-by-state
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:
● Pictures and stories (old and new) from HRA members–for future newsletters. Have some of you had a
mini-reunion that you would like to tell us about?
● Your comments, questions, and suggestions–on the Biweekly Update, to board members, or on anything
that might be of interest to the HRA and its members. Email addresses of board members can be found on
the first page of this news update.
● Have you found a great German restaurant or recipe?
● Do you know of anyone who is not a current member, but fits the membership criteria? We no longer have
a Membership Chair, and that leaves it to the rest of the HRA to actively seek out new members.

● HRA Website: www.hofreunion.com
● Bi-annual Newsletter: www.hofgermany.com/newsletter.html
● Hof Air Station History:
www.thedempseyarchives.com/hofairstation.html
● HRA Facebook Page:
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