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Volume 742

This Biweekly Update is published every other Tuesday. Its purpose is to keep the Hof Reunion Association (HRA) members
informed about events occurring between regular publications of the Hof Connection Newsletter which appears in January and
July of each year.
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- !!!It’s a two-way Thing!!! -
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

●

Here is where HRA members and the Board are
encouraged to exchange information. As a member,
would you like to know more about how things function
within the organization? Do you have stories, pictures,
questions or suggestions? You can find board members’
email addresses in the box on the left side of this page.
We hope to hear from you!
As a board member, would you like to talk about the
direction in which this organization should be headed,
and what we should do to stay on course? What can we,
as members and board members, do to keep the HRA
thriving?

Notes from the General Membership Meeting
at the 2016 Reunion in Hof
Looking at the board member listing on the left side of
this page, you may have noticed a few changes. Jim
Riggin has moved to the position of Executive Board
Advisor, and Walt Murch has moved up to President. Bill
Ward has moved up to 1st Vice President and his former
position as 2nd Vice President was filled by duly elected
newcomer to the Board–John Lamb. Another newcomer
to the Board is Steve Murphrey. He is replacing Mel
Hamill who has been our Adjutant for many years and
was ready to take a break. Don Riverkamp also was
ready for a breather after about eight years of service as
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Notes from the General Membership Meeting (cont.)
HRA Secretary. Margit Norwood (yours truly) was elected to fill his position. Don will be a hard act to follow and I
humbly ask for your patience!
Walt Murch is diligently working on hotels, tours, and other details for our 2017 reunion in Albuquerque, NM. He is
working with the Fairfield Inn which will provide us with sleeping and hospitality rooms. Right next door is the
Crown Plaza which will provide us with a public meeting room and a banquet room. Two tours are projected at this
time: One to the Santa Fe Turquoise Trail, and one to Old Town (a walking tour). There will be a Navajo story teller
at the banquet. Sounds interesting!
Bill Ward is working on potential reunion locations for 2018. As usual, there will be three options, and they will be
published in January’s Hof Connection Newsletter.
The Constitution and Bylaws were updated and now reflect the elimination of the Membership Chair’s position. With
that, all of us have now become membership ambassadors. If you have the name of a potential HRA member, please
forward it to any of the board members. We will make sure that an application is forwarded to anyone who is
interested in joining. Note: Because we now have a new adjutant (Steve Murphrey), all correspondence to the HRA
(membership dues, reunion registration, site voting, changes to the Master Roster, etc) will have to use the following
contact information:
Mailing Address: Hof Reunion Association, 4001 Old Sturbridge Dr., Apex, NC 27539
Phone: (919) 779-4482
Email: hofreunion@nc.rr.com

As a new member of the Board, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I’m a Hofer-born and raised
in that Saale town. My husband Calvin and I met and married in the early 60s while Calvin was assigned to the 6915th
Security Sq/Ops. I followed him to the U.S. In 1965 and then globe-trotted with him for many years, to wherever the
Air Force sent us. We raised two children during that time and I did what so many military wives do: I found work
wherever I could–working at a mall in Hampton, VA, as the manager of the gift shop at Hahn Air Base, as a medical
insurance processor in Virginia, and as a medical transcriptionist at Methodist Hospital in San Antonio. As someone
who has always had a love for learning, I looked for opportunities to scratch that itch and completed a Medical
Transcriptionist program at a technical school and, over the years, followed it with a Bachelor’s in

Interdisciplinary Management and a Master’s in Human Resources Development. How I did this while
working full-time I could no longer explain. Sheer German stubbornness, I suppose!
After Calvin retired with a 100% disability because of multiple sclerosis, he and I changed roles. I started a
civil service career at Kelly AFB, where I first worked for the Air Force, then for the Defense Logistics Agency
(a tenant on Kelly), and then for the Air Force at Kelly again. As I moved to jobs at HQ/PACAF in Hawaii,
Warner-Robins Air Logistics Center in Georgia, and the Aeronautical Systems Group at Brooks City-Base in
Texas, Calvin was the now following ME around! When Brooks fell victim to the BRAC, I was tired of
moving vans showing up at our door. (In case you haven’t noticed the trend yet–both Kelly and Brooks fell
victim to the BRAC. I began to wonder if I was Typhoid Mary!) Over the span of my career, I had worked as a
supply systems analyst, a budget analyst, a program manager, and an acquisition logistician. I decided it was
time to stop the moving around and, after 20+ years of civil service, I decided to retire. That was in 2007. I
HAVE NO IDEA WHAT I HAVE DONE SINCE THEN!!! Time seems to fly. I have a few hobbies and one
of them, Genealogy, is keeping me particularly engaged. (Did you know that when we double the number of
ancestors in each generation–2 parents→4 grandparents→8 greatgrandparents–we can see that we by the time
we go back 10 generations, we have the potential for 1,024 direct ancestors? (http://olivetreegenealogy.com).
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Happy September Birthday
Ward
Harland
Mattice
Conard
Bussiere
Cann

Edie
Lisa
Renate
Carol
Michael
Sherry

September 27, 1942
September 28, 1937
September 28, 1946
September 29, 1945
September 30, 1942
September 30, 1948

Gallagher
Donofrio
Schultz
Deemer
Habecker
Imboden
Tiller
Frost
Evans
Holden
Olenik
Persons
Slothower
Johnson
Williams

Patrick
Joan
Gordon
Alexander
Alice
Barbara
Roy
James
Laura
Dan
Joseph
Terry
Peggy
Richard
Elfriede

October 23, 1943
October 25, 1942
October 25, 1944
October 26, 1944
October 26, 1935
October 27, 1950
October 27, 1930
October 29, 1943
October 30, 1945
October 30, 1940
October 30, 1942
October 30, 1946
October 30, 1948
October 31, 1945
October 31, 1938

Happy October Birthday
Emery
Robert
Kernan Paul
Marshall Brenda
Robinson Harold
Vallo
Dirke
Desch
Nancy
Sturzl
Brenda
Witthoft Roy
Mikloiche Thomas
Sturdevant Marcey
Shifflett Virginia
Burr
Dennis
Murphrey Stephen
Costello Ruthie
Schwandt Brigitte
Brown
Clyde
Gambone Anthony
Persons Robin
Sturzl
Frank
Crutchfield James
Futrell
Sidney
R Wetzel Rosie
Carnes Vince
Kenish Theodore
Pace
John
Adams Peggy
Christianson Ralph
Robinson Jerry
Cook
Brigitte
Colwell Beverly
Detzler Michael
Spirk
Donald
Tiller
Claudia
Wampole Douglas

October 1, 1940
October 1, 1942
October 1, 1954
October 2, 1940
October 2, 1940
October 3, 1943
October 4, 1945
October 4, 1946
October 5, 1945
October 5, 1937
October 6, 1935
October 7, 1938
October 7, 1942
October 8, 1943
October 9, 1950
October 10, 1938
October 10, 1942
October 10, 1962
October 10, 1945
October 11, 1945
October 12, 1938
October 12, 1961
October 13, 1943
October 15, 1945
October 15, 1937
October 17, 1940
October 17, 1939
October 17, 1945
October 18, 1951
October 21, 1959
October 21, 1941
October 21, 1938
October 22, 1935
October 22, 1942

Happy September Anniversary
Williams Richard & Kristine September 28, 1986

Happy October Anniversary
Norman
Robert & Bonnie
Assenmacher Michael & Ursula
Sturdevant Stu & Marcey
Holloway
Bill & Susan
Robinson
Harold & Helga
Cherpes
Gary & Sandy
Tiller
Roy & Claudi a
Adams
Johnnie & Wilma
Harris
Chuck & Robbie
Haywood
Daniel & Barbara
Gallagher
Bruce & Margaret
Cameron
Tony & Lynn
Rocha
Louis & Fern
Coey
Ronald & Joyce
Stankich
Charles & Evi
Dickson
David & Karen
Harris
Harvey & Linda
Sherwood
Robert & Lilo
White/Artery Cecil/Ruben
Garbers
Chuck & Ginny
Flannery
Bruce & Barbara
Hansberger William & Elaine
O'Bien
John & Theresa
Thomas
Billy & Phyllis
Bales
Freddy & Helga
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October 1, 1982
October 3, 1970
October 5, 1953
October 9, 1965
October 12, 1963
October 13, 1962
October 14, 1995
October 17, 1953
October 18, 1958
October 19, 1968
October 21, 1972
October 22, 1966
October 22, 2005
October 23, 1996
October 23, 2010
October 24, 1998
October 24, 1964
October 24, 1963
October 25, 2008
October 26, 1963
October 27, 2009
October 27, 1967
October 30, 1965
October 30, 1965
October 31, 1966

Dave Natalie, according to other HRA members, is on the mend. We wish
him continued improvement!
Don Riverkamp also continues to improve. He says he is feeling OK, but
doesn’t particulary like the fact that it now takes him three times as long to
do everything. A physical therapist comes to his apartment three times a
week, and he is now up to walking 20 feet with the help of a cane. His legs
are getting stronger and he is sleeping better. That’s good to hear, Don!
Phil Ruth now is at Cherrydale Rehab Center in Virginia, where he gets
physical and occupational therapy throughout the week. Phil’s daughter, Renee, sends updates to Jerry Mangas,
and Jerry passes on the news. Renee hopes that her dad will be able to travel by mid to late October, so that she
can move him to Oklahoma, where she lives. Phil now has a phone in his room at Cherrydale, and the number
is 703-243-7640, ext. 533.

The obituary for Earl Corley Peden came to us from Chuck Wilson, via Don Riverkamp. Earl was a member of
the HRA in 2004, but not since then. Regardless, he was a fellow Hofer and is listed on the Master Roster.

Earl Corley Peden (1921 - 2016)
Obituary
Guest Book
·

"You were a wonderful Godly man Thank you"
- Terri Langsea

Born February 8th of 1921, Fletcher, Oklahoma to a family of 14 children. Survived by his spouse of 14 years, Dorothy Peden.
He passed away in Placerville, Ca. at the age of 95. He was a highly decorated Lieutenant Colonel and served all over Europe
as a bomber pilot and Chaplain during World War II. He retired after serving 32 years of service in the Air Force. After his
retirement he served at Arcade Baptist church as hospital pastor for 11 years. He felt it a great privilege to serve his Lord all his
many years. Contributions can be sent to Arcade Baptist Church to continue telling people of his Savior. Memorial service:
Sept. 17th, 2:00 pm, at Arcade Baptist Church, Sacramento.
Published in The Sacramento Bee on Sept. 14, 2016

- See more at:
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sacbee/obituary.aspx?pid=181402543#sthash.oATDTHy7.dpuf
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Once again, Robert and Hanna Hoerath did a great job organizing this reunion in Hof! Activities included:
5 September, Rathaus Reception: on our first day after registration, we started out with what has now
become the usual gracious reception at the Rathaus in Hof. As always, we received a warm welcome.

City of Hof Welcome Panel. L to R: Rainer Krauss (Press
Secretary); Jochen Ulshoefer (International Partnership
Council); Dr. Harald Fichtner (Lord Mayor of Hof); Heike
Fuchs (International Partnership Council); Dr. Oliver Baer
(Landrat, Administrative District of Hof and Surroundings.)

Gift to Oberbuergermeister Dr. Harald Fichtner. Quilt
made by Hilde Middendorf. (Left)

HRA members being welcomed to Hof City Hall.

Article in the Local News section of the Frankenpost, after
the HRA’s arrival in Hof.
“These Americans feel as if they are authentic Hofers. 70
former GIs and their spouses are walking around the Saale
Town this week–and they are experiencing a true time
travel into their own history. As young airmen, they were
stationed at the Kaserne at the Hohensaas; not a few of
them found their true love among the Hofer women.
These intense memories make this visit even better.”
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5 September Rathaus Visit (cont.)

6 September, Tour to Rothenburg ob der Tauber:
The visit to the Rathaus ended with Wieners (mit oder After a short walking tour with an English-speaking
ohne Senf), with plenty of other finger food and drinks guide, we were left to our own devices to explore this
medieval town. Go to this website to read up about
on the side. The Herr Oberbuergermeister had even
this town located on Germany’s Romantic Road:
engaged an honest-to-goodness Waerschtlamo, who
http://www.romanticroad.com/rothenburg/sights.php.
served us the traditional Wienerla at the Rathaus.
5 September, Visit to the Fernwehpark: Following
the visit to the Rathaus, we made a quick stop at the
Fernwehpark. You may have heard that this sign park
is moving away from Hof this year; if we want to visit
in the future, we’ll have to go to Oberkotzau to do so.
The Fernweh Diner has a new owner and Klaus Beer
no longer is involved in its business.

Rothenburg is just full of these great buildings!
7 September, Tour to Doebraberg, Kaserne, and
Hof Site: We received excellent briefings by German
military personnel at Doebraberg and at the Kaserne.
The young briefer at the Doebraberg location had to
take some gentle ribbing by some of our old-timers,
who reminded him that when they worked there, he
hadn’t even been born yet. LtCol Michael Wolf also
gave a great briefing when we visited the Oberfranken
Kaserne (the new name of Hof Air Station). I
requested, and was given, copies of the briefings from
both locations. Our webmeister, Jerry Mangus, will
post these briefings to our HRA website
(www.hofreunion.com), under “History.”
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7 September, Tour to Doebraberg, Kaserne, and
Hof Site (cont.)

7 September, Tour of the Oberfrankenkaserne:

Group picture at Doebraberg. The photographer
was Bruce Cook.

Briefing at the Kaserne–by Bruce Cook.

Doebraberg, by Bruce Cook.

Robert Hoerath and LtCol Michael Wolf–
byBruce Cook.

Do you recognize him? Picture at Doebraberg,
of Stabsunteroffizier Robert Hoerath. (I didn’t
see a year for when this picture was taken.)

Lunch is served! At the Oberfranken Kaserne.
Photo by Bruce Cook.
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7 September, Visit to the Moedlareuth Museum: After lunch at the Oberfranken Kaserne, we still had one
more tour on the day’s schedule: a visit to Moedlareuth–a little village that was cut in half by the border that
separated East- and West-Germany after WWII. Moedlareuth was a Berlin in miniature; that’s why the
Americans called it “Little Berlin.” To get an idea of what it must have felt like to live in a divided village, you
can watch this utube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lIE4kF6FEeU. More background information
can be found at https://www.deutschland.de/en/topic/politics/germany-europe/divided-but-not-separated.
Moedlareuth is located just 13 km (about 7 miles) from Hof via the B2.

At the Moedlareuth Museum–Photos by Bruce Cook.
8 September, Bus Tour to Bayreuth and the Fraenkische Schweiz (The Franconian Switzerland): On the
way to Bayreuth, we stopped at Bindlach–a now-closed army post. Since Hof Air Station did not have a
school for dependent children, they were transported to the Bindlach school by bus every day. It made for a
long day. In Bayreuth, we visited the Eremitage–a palace built in the 18th century by Margrave Georg
Wilhelm. The margravial court was to lead the “simple life” in this palace, dressing in monk’s habits and
sleeping in bare rooms. Margrave Friedrich, Georg’s successor in 1735, gave the entire palace and grounds to
his wife, Wilhelmine. As any woman would, she immediately redesigned it. The following website gives a
“first-person” account by Wilhelmine about herself:
http://www.wilhelmine-von-bayreuth.info/index.php/wilhelmine-about-herself/.
● Die Ordenskirche–Bayreuth/St. Georgen: A Lutheran church with a wonderful interior. The paintings
all around and on the ceiling are referred to as The Bible in Pictures.

Ordenskirche
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8 September, Bus Tour (cont.)
● Goessweinstein and the Pilgrimage Church of the Most Holy Trinity: This Catholic church of pilgrimage
has its first documented reference in 1308. More information can be found at
http://bekker-romero.com/fraenkische_schweiz/Castle_Basilica_Goessweinstein_Germany.htm

Goessweinstein–Photo by Bruce Cook

Basilica–Photo by Bruce Cook

9 September, HRA Banquet: The banquet was held at the Eventhalle Strobel in Doernthal (near Selbitz). The
motto for the reunion was “Hof–Where it all Began,” and I think that in our mind’s eye we were reliving many
of the memories of that time. I won’t mention any names; but people with hip problems seemed to forget their
pain while out on the dance floor! And, as always, Traudl Riggin’s rendition of the American and German
anthems blew me away!

The Polonaise (boy that was fun!)

The Ladies are Dancing–by Bruce Cook

What a wonderful evening we had, and the Schnitzel
and Rouladen dinners were awfully good, too. In fact,
the entire reunion was a huge success, and the weather
was absolutely great the entire time.

Wenn die Engel reisen, lacht der Himmel!
(When Angels Travel, Heaven Smiles!)
At the Banquet Hall–by Bruce Cook
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If you order from the German Deli (www.germandeli.com), you can
get 10% off if you use coupon code GL. This coupon regularly
appears in the German Life Magazine.

:
● Pictures and stories (old and new) from HRA members–for future newsletters. Have some of you had a
mini-reunion that you would like to tell us about?
● Your comments, questions, and suggestions–on the Biweekly Update, to board members, or on anything
that might be of interest to the HRA and its members. Email addresses of board members can be found on
the first page of this news update.
● Have you found a great German restaurant or recipe?
● Do you know of anyone who is not a current member, but fits the membership criteria? We no longer have
a Membership Chair, and that leaves it to the rest of the HRA to actively seek out new members.

● HRA Website: www.hofreunion.com
● Bi-annual Newsletter: www.hofgermany.com/newsletter.html
● Hof Air Station History:
www.thedempseyarchives.com/hofairstation.html
● HRA Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/groups/hofreunion
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