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Subject: Re: Hof Connection Update #271
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 13 Dec 2006 13:02:11 -0500
To: hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Hof Connection Update # 271
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
12/13/2006

Every year the Worcester Wreath Company from Harrington, Maine puts about 5000 of their donated
wreaths on the graves of Heroes in Arlington. You can read the whole story here at
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http://www.snopes.com/photos/military/wreaths.asp

Found in the guest book this weekend...
Kai Niederwolfsgruber is looking for a guy from the late 50's, stationed in Hof who had the
nickname "Crazy Doc". It is not stated if the person was Army or Air Force. Can anybody who might
know or knew him help?

Name : Kai Niederwolfsgruber
Referred By :
E-Mail Address : KaiNWG@aol.com
Comments - : Kennt jemand einen mann mit dem spitznamen CRAZY DOC,war 1957 in hof saale
stationiert.Bitte melden sie sich.Danke

A quick peek at things Hofisch...
at the Kulmbacherstrasse web-cam in Hof shows maybe just a touch of snow in the gutters. Of course
it was 5:00AM when I checked. Just about Polizeistunde!
http://www.k-zeitler.privat.t-online.de/ and remember the time shift... about 6 hours or so.
Temperature: Lows in the 30's and highs in the 40's this week. No snow in the forecast. Yet.
And a Hof factoid: This is the 150th anniversary of the Hof Volunteer Fire Department!
You can join the celebration here: http://www.150jahre.de/hp_termine.htm
And if you would like to receive the E-post version of the Frankenpost, go here:
http://epaper.frankenpost.de/ and register at the bottom of that page!
And when somebody says... Where in the world is Hof?? Just tell them 50° 19′ N, 11° 55′ E
And did you know...
That Hof is a sister-city with the following towns?
Ogden (Utah, USA)
Joensuu (Finnland)
Villeneuve-la-Garenne bei Paris (Frankreich)
Plauen (Sachsen, Deutschland)
Eger (Cheb) (Tschechien)

JUST A REMINDER...
Considering the time of year, the fact that dues due-dates are coming up (Still only
$15.00 a year) I should include the address again.
Please be sure to indicate whether you want a hard copy, and a-copy or a CD-copy
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of the roster on your paperwork when you send your check.

HOF REUNION ASSOCIATION
6855 SO. River Rd
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
440-466-5867
We would just like to remind you that if you are a FY6 on the present HRA Roster, your dues will
expire on 12/31/06. The Executive Board would love to have our Hof family remain as one of the best
Air Force associations that are very active, annually meet at a location chosen by the majority vote
of our active association members by ballot yearly.
.
If you are not sure if you fall into this category, please contact either Don Riverkamp, President at
river1940@sbcglobal.net , Jerry Mangas, Secretary at hofreunion@dejazze.com ,or Joe Kessler,
Adjutant hofreunion@adelphia.net

Air Force Enlisted Village:
The donation of $1500.00 made to the Air Force Enlisted Foundation by the Hof Reunion Association in 2006
has resulted in our association becoming a permanent fixture in the Garden of Hope, Bob Hope Village, 92
Sunset Lane, Shalimar, Florida 32579-1000. A brick paver inscribed with our name and website address will
encircle the Angel of Hope in January 2007. You may visit the foundation's website at
www.afenlistedwidows.org and read about the village and Garden of Hope.
Don Riverkamp

From the Bear....
Hi,
I noticed on the Final Flyby Wilbur Clemens. Was he known as "Clem" and would have been in Hof
about 66 - 68, worked in Civil Engineers and from Pennsylvania? If so, I shared many a drop with him
and his wife at the Blick and would just like to say that they were two of the finest people I knew. In
fact, I've kept them in my mind and heart ever since. Nice people, sorry to hear that he is gone, and
I'll have another drop or two in his memory, in spite of Chemo.
Tom Bryson

Lance Peterson....
who has some experience professionally with dealing with the VA in applying for benefits will over time
attempt to answer questions you might have, on a general basis. Again: This will be a "how to apply"
type of thing, not a guarantee of success. Some of you might already have discovered that there is a
right and a wrong way to approach things. We don't want to see this turned into a "Dear Abby" type of
thing, but if you have questions re the VA, or solutions, please let us know for the benefit of the entire
group.
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Can anybody ID or date this photo and the people in it? ...
Looks like a fashion show from maybe the late 50's or early 60'?

Update Number:

271

Date:

11-Dec-06

Change of Address Corrections
Name
Roberson, Clinton
Jones, Kenneth M.
Olenik, Joseph

Address
P.O.Box 4061
1042 Willow Park Circle
1018 Grabdvuew Ave

City
Huntsville
Hendersonville
Eldersburg

Old E-mail Address

New E-Mail Address

State
AL
TN
MD

Zip Code
35815
37075
21784-7903

Change of E-Mail Corrections
Name
Brads Jr., Andy
Gemeinhart, James L.
Root, Leo
Silveria, Walter

Telephone

maandpabrads@msn.com maandpabrads@netzero.com

510-728-0840
Ilseroot@aol.com
wsilveria@cox.net

leoroot@aol.com
wsilveria@suddenlink.net

Membership Renewals
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Name
Alekson Sr., Robert F.
Brown, Clayton
Cook, Bruce D.
Decker, Gerald
Eberhardt, Joseph
Farris, Charles R.
Geigley, Lloyd
Henderson, Lonnie
Hoover, Charles M.
Jones, Kenneth M.
Kielbania, Kenneth M.
Krieg, Lewis
Moyer, Russell W.
Murray, Phillip A.
Olenik, Joseph
Root, Leo
Sanborn, Gary
Sherwood, Robert
Shives, William
Stargardt, Kenneth
Weber, Jim
Wright, Marty

Roster Year
2007
2007
2007
E
2007
E
2007
2007
H
2007
2007
H
2007
2007
H
2007
2007
H
2007
E
2007
E
2007
H
2007
2007
E
2008
E
2007
2007
E
2007
2007

E-Mail
foxbat@tampabay.rr.com
cbgb@pivot.net
CookBruce@msn.com
gdecker57@yahoo.com

Telephone

eberhardtjo@comcast.net
charles.farris@comcast.net

lggeig@erols.com
chiefus@wildblue.net

shlana47@enter.net
KJones2840@aol.com

kfkielbania@aol.com
slkrieg@ptd.net

sahara@ptd.net
philm_hra@attwb.net

Olenik@aol.com
leoroot@aol.com
gsanborn@psyber.com

lilo.bob@netzero.net
williesh@comcast.net.

KStargardt@aol.com
tuggly@hotmail.com
mstrite45@aol.com

Donations
Name
Alekson Sr, Robert F.
Cook, Bruce D.
Henderson, Lonnie
Kielbania, Kenneth M.
Krieg, Lewis
Murray, Phillip A.

Amount
$5.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00

Comments

Telephone

Address
State
2282 Moss Creek CT-Mobile AL

New Finds
Name
Dixon, Rally

E-Mail
rallyd@hotmail.com

Slightly off base, but not by too much... This might apply to a couple of you?
To: VANEWS-L@WWW.LISTSERV.VA.GOV
Subject: VA Announces Insurance Dividend
Recent VA News Releases
To view and download VA news release, please visit the following
Internet address:
http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel

VA Secretary Nicholson: Some Vets to Receive Insurance Dividends
Payments "Tangible Evidence" of Nation's Commitment
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WASHINGTON (Dec. 8, 2006) - More than a million veterans are in line to
share $369 million in annual insurance dividends during 2007, according
to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
"These dividends are tangible evidence of VA's continuing commitment to
safeguard the interests of America's veterans," said Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson.
VA operates one of the nation's largest life insurance programs,
providing more than $1 trillion in coverage to 4.5 million service
members, spouses and children.
The dividend payments will be sent to an estimated 1.2 million holders
of VA insurance policies on the anniversary date of their policies.
Sent automatically through different payment plans, the amounts will
vary based on the age of the veteran, the type of insurance, and the
length of time the policy has been in force.
The dividends come from the earnings of a trust fund into which veterans
have paid insurance premiums over the years, and are linked to returns
on investments in U.S. government securities.
VA officials caution veterans about a long-running scam in which various
groups charge fees to "locate" veterans who are eligible for the
dividends. Veterans eligible for the dividends have had VA life
insurance policies in effect since they left the military and have
received annual notifications from VA about the policies.
Dividends are paid each year to veterans holding certain government life
insurance policies and who served between 1917 and 1956.
World War II veterans holding National Service Life Insurance ("V")
policies comprise the largest group receiving 2007 insurance dividend
payments. They are expected to receive total payments of $286.3
million.
An additional group of World War II era veterans, those who have
Veterans Reopened Insurance ("J", "JR" and "JS") policies, will in total
receive dividends of $10.1 million.
Korean War era veterans who have maintained Veterans Special Life
Insurance ("RS" and "W") policies can expect to receive dividends
totaling $71.6 million.
Dividends totaling $1 million will be paid to veterans who served between
World War I and 1940 and who hold U.S. Government Life Insurance ("K")
policies.
Veterans who have questions about their policies may contact the VA
insurance toll-free number at 1-800-669-8477 or send an e-mail to
VAinsurance@va.gov. They may also visit the Internet at
www.insurance.va.gov.
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Subject: Hof Connection Udate #271
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 20 Dec 2006 10:30:42 -0500
To: undisclosed-recipients:;
BCC: mshan@midwest.net, JerryDsommer@aol.com, bdlugos@wowway.com,
aeverhar@bellsouth.net, dholcomb@PhillipsAssoc.Com, fincherc@earthlink.net, BCDavino@aol.com,
vtyankee2@bellsouth.net, adelheid_adam@yahoo.com, wessandy@cox.net, adamseve@comcast.net,
Proctorc@worldnet.att.net, jphol@pennyrile.net, mtevans@cox.net, weatherstone@centurytel.net,
Randy.Gash@fresno.gov, gfahrbac@optonline.net, rbdelp02@comcast.net, dickbarry@juno.com,
vt28@juno.com, shrubsy1@yahoo.com, Waden442@aol.com, Rayjothompson@msn.com,
smurprey@nc.rr.com, Cherrye74@Yahoo.com, Sparks9513@aol.com, csnieb@mtaonline.net,
alleydb@mis.net, martinmoreno@netzero.net, Polsen2@comcast.net, bgpartrich@juno.com,
PatDiCintio@msn.com, Zutell61@aol.com, Zutell61@aol.com, ctimoc@hotmail.com,
PaulFullmer3@aol.com, sidskid.1@netzero.net, jbpecora@earthlink.net, bhbaker@adelphia.net,
ghearn11@yahoo.com, coakman@verizon.net, margotrowe@bellsouth.net, citysmitty1@cox.net,
pjrief57@hotmail.com, denburr@msn.com, rpreslar@tampabay.rr.com, lilo.bob@netzero.net,
stuclan@earthlink.net, tmckinney2@cfl.rr.com, bhopper1b@excite.com, sever@datasync.com,
RayBoyden@msn.com, buckkat@bellsouth.net, stoney77@gtcom.net, ronjoyce@charter.net,
pdholmgren@yahoo.com, sandiferdb@juno.com, bmann30019@netzero.com,
schnitzel@rap.midco.net, MGaissert3@yahoo.com, vortex@syix.com, deegrose@yahoo.com,
Asscmg@aol.com, jneiser@woh.rr.com, bmollahan@aol.com, thewhthawk@atlantic.net,
thurmanawalker47@msn.com, river1940@sbcglobal.net, vitarell@cox.net, stanrudnick@rcn.com,
RBBobkat1932@aol.com, yeahbut@comcast.net, tmik@cox.net, airmandanscan@yahoo.com,
rickdouthit2001@yahoo.com, CCOORS1@msn.com, rrodamer@sc.rr.com, louierocha@aol.com,
joumc@aol.com, sharvill55@hotmail.com, Ronbike21@mchsi.com, anthony_d08002@yahoo.com,
cevbscholl@juno.com, robertmcauliffe@webtv.net, mbjarboe@verizon.net,
robert_thrush2000@yahoo.com, Lynch.dick@dol.gov, alouysiuslouis@hotmail.com,
mhartjes@bellsouth.net, jrd@dbrecruiting.com, jpomplun@cpinternet.com, jns@callatg.com,
etrow7@juno.com, snazzy@wizwire.com, fatherhib05@yahoo.com, jsantens@cox.net,
ssbrady1@bellsouth.net, kputman2@verizon.net, robot@dfsi.net, jackelhyes@cox.net,
johnd_2713@yahoo.com, john.inman@us.army.mil, fredzag@wctc.net, dsthompson@cableone.net,
tiller252@juno.com, KStargardt@aol.com, kelleyka@sbcglobal.net, loosebbs@bresnan.net,
MurchW@aol.com, tom@atsfamily.com, JamesShepp@msn.com, HeidiKreuzer@gmail.com,
epd1@comcast.net, rgglover@msn.com, jlsimonds@bloomingdaletel.com, kmiller98@satx.rr.com,
kennywertz@yahoo.com, kenhager@bellsouth.net, Hwaldeslust@aol.com, Wshifflett@aol.com,
Opibob@aol.com, jackjudithtx@sbcglobal.net, abemery@hotmail.com, j.middendorf@comcast.net.,
h.waclawski@steben.de, Hapeteachr@aol.com, heydanwood@aol.com, hblackmon668@aol.com,
hrwicker@yahoo.com, hresnick03@bellsouth.net, melvinhamill@msn.com, hamer05@attg.net,
Jacksin@comcast.net, dsallinger1@nc.rr.com, jeslutz@yahoo.com,
anthony.gambone1942@yahoo.com, gerlinde@tonydoom.com, jimmcgovernjr@yahoo.com,
german@colfax.com, jcoker27@mchsi.com, jameling9430@comcast.net, gkrcma@lakefield.net,
GinnyChuck14@cox.net, jbfriva@comcast.net, jbfontes@sbcglobal.net, SCoyle1169@aol.com,
bbbac@verizon.net, carl.carlspc@gmail.gar.no, aubyd@adelphia.net, dickpenn@sbcglobal.net,
obrien35242@yahoo.com, mja1@voyager.net, msimon8355@aol.com,
robinson_william@hotmail.com, CZ3826@aol.com, marktaber@fuse.net, Mundaysis2@aol.com,
hofadschr@hotmail.com, democrat@longlines.com, myrtleandjay@hotmail.com,
dougs@bluegrass.net, mburgess2@satx.rr.com, donross@wildblue.net, lstanford@twmi.rr.com,
milesnelson@sbcglobal.net, jlhkah@yahoo.com, pacejd@bellsouth.net, noehome@bellsouth.net,
rflearned@earthlink.net, dengelken@aol.com, Othabig0@aol.com, dtweed@alltel.net,
WolfmanIda@aol.com, Tampa148@aol.com, mshp741r@charter.net, rcsikes@verizon.net,
cholau@msn.com, aloisdietz@gmx.de, shooter2174@insightbb.com, gallbritton@satx.rr.com,
rcw@mich.com, JRGBag1@aol.com, dbodiker@woh.rr.com, jrsmeal@msn.com, SamuWilson@aol.com,
genepat@sigecom.net, Bilhelentoni@aol.com, rrgentilini@wmconnect.com, LenPape@wincup.com,
rszypers@verizon.net, Brown_Samuel@msn.com, lenxmar@verizon.net, kenandlily723@sbcglobal.net,
dardan@insightbb.com, PatriciaK_Forgione@freenet.de, bpieper@wowway.com, jimsmsgt@msn.com,
gkdunigan@earthlink.net, NormandUrsi@aol.com, hquart29@charter.net, rhb3@cox.net,
1997daisy@bellsouth.net, Donnkoenig@aol.com, rnrlivesey@msn.com, kmead4@valornet.com,
artnick@earthlink.net, Mike.Helfert@noaa.gov, qkraut@hotmail.com, fmct1@hotmail.com,
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gjberry@wctc.net, harald.rossner.harro@bnhof.de, Karlheinz.fischlowitz@t-online.de,
helga.haese@graf.eur.army.mil, KSpahn40@aol.com, Hans.Edelmann@web.de,
rick_laney11@yahoo.com, MckenzieJD@aol.com, mgreen56@hotmail.com, bca02@verizon.net,
keel525@nehp.net, jkrembs1@juno.com, rhuckaby@kc.rr.com, loisschwoch@sbcglobal.net,
clmjjj@yahoo.com, arnieodeg@aol.com, woodsy@whidbey.com, LouisJAndy@aol.com,
16gigi@gmail.com, brewster41@cox.net, bjcl@netins.net, dbarron@bjs.com, pjp@pcpartner.net,
bartonhaz2000@yahoo.com, shortc@aol.com, Jstagg367@aol.com, karincwjd@hotmail.com,
monafarris@isp.com, Inge620@aol.com, bdurham2@tampabay.rr.com,
Verena.Dudley@web-engr.com, ivey@zipnet.us, petunia1@iwon.com, lorraynez@yahoo.com,
Saaleelf@sbcglobal.net, ruthie7676@tpi-computing.com, scheuerbrand@hotmail.com,
abby465@cs.com, momstrack5@cs.com, bgnorv@earthlink.com, dixfaith@juno.com, ushy@cfl.rr.com,
MaryAnnWarnke@aol.com, gbennett8@austin.rr.com, cbgb@fairpoint.net

Hof Connection Update # 272
www.hofreunion.com
12/20/2006
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
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Presented to Chuck Wilson by the Kaserne Commandant
And the sunshine at noon on the new fallen snow...
Brought a glimmer of warmth to Hofers below

Frohe Weinachten!
From the Board of Directors
Hof Reunion Association

Hi Jerry:
A little spooky. I owned a dress like that ( Fashion Show in the last
update , and again below ) but sure don't remember being
part of a fashion show. My husband thinks that it looks like me too. Any
idea where that was and who took the photo?
(We have no information available on that picture's source or the time
frame but see below. ed )
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Regards
Margot Rowe

>From Dirk Vallo:
the gal wants to relive the past with "crzy doc" sounds funny
A partial id on the (fashion show) picture...just a guess but the guy in the middle with his arm on the table looks like
Don Hauerberg...6915th...1960
Just a guess and good stuff as usual, keep it up

More on the Fashion Show!
I don't know anyone in that fashion show picture or what year it was taken, but it can
possibly be in the Bürgergesellschaft. Take a look at the walls in the rear of the picture. I
went to a fashion show in the spring of 1966 with my fiancee, who later became my wife.
She, her mother, aunts and other relatives worked at Neckermann in Hof. They were
seamstresses that made women's clothing. Neckermann was a very large retailer somewhat
like Sears is to us.
Neckermann put on a fashion show in the Bürgergesellschaft. I had a very positive
reaction to it because the models were all sizes; short, tall, thin, full-figured (fat), and just
normal. I thought that was typically German to be so practical. It wasn't until our banquet in
Hof at the Bürgergesellschaft in September this year that I found out that the models all
worked for Neckermann in Hof and were not professional models. I mentioned the fashion
show to my German mother-in-law and she told me they were all co-workers of hers.
Just thought I'd mention this as it may jog someone's memory.
Pat DiCintio
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Re The VA Insurance Scam:
That VA insurance refund is one of the oldest scams running on the internet. It comes around every 2-3 years or
so. "Bod"
Dan Bodiker

f you do not receive...
The weekly update by Wednesday afternoon, please check to make sure your spam
settings or filters have not changed or been changed for you without your knowledge by
your browser, spam program or ISP.
Check your spam trash (you should be able to check it! If not, contact your ISP techies.
They can most always help.) Filter programs are changed without notice, including how
they act, react and what they filter and from time to time, new ones come on the scene.
Be sure that hofreunion@dejazzd.com is in your address book. That is often the easiest
solution.
Send an email from your receiving address (The address that I send your update to) to
hofreunion@dejazzd.com notifying me of the missing updates. This is also an easy
solution for some systems. I will re-send the updates that you missed, in PDF format if
you prefer.
Thanks.
Jerry Mangas

From the VA via AF Times...
VA Facilitates Half-price Prescriptions The Department of Veterans Affairs
is helping some veterans get generic prescriptions for half the VA price.
Veterans in health care priority categories 4 through 8 normally must make
an $8 co-pay for drugs from the VA that might be available at the $4 rate
being offered by Wal-Mart Stores Inc., and Target Corp. VA deputy
undersecretary William Feeley has told VA providers they can write
prescriptions that can be filled at any private-sector pharmacy. They cannot
transfer the veterans' prescriptions directly to a private-sector pharmacy,
but they can write new prescriptions if they meet state requirements and
cancel existing VA prescriptions. For the $4 drugs available at Wal-Mart,
visit http://i.walmart.com/i/if/hmp/fusion/genericdruglist.pdf , and for the
Target drugs go to
http://sites.target.com/images/pharmacy/pharmacy_4dollar_program_list.pdf .

Personnel shorts:
Jim Patterson...
Would like to remind everybody to update his email address to: jpat9330@netzero.net
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Andy Brads...
Our intrepid auctioneer from Nashville is back in the land of email, at maandpabrads1@netzero.com

Dirke Vallo...
Being a curious fellow has found that the webcam on Kulmbacherstrasse is located about a block west
of Ernst Reuter Strasse and is looking towards Altstadt!
How did he do that? He asked!

Did you know...
That 40 years ago today, the A9 Autobahn Bridge over the Saale River between Rudolphstein in
Bavaria and Hirschberg in Thuringia was finally opened to traffic between the DDr and the FDR?
For the picture of that day and the article, go to the Frankenpost, here:
http://www.frankenpost.de/nachrichten/regional/hof_rehau/resyart.phtm?id=1063545

Or that...
Hof/Saale has just finished the warmest Fall on record? (After last winter, they did need a break!)

More on Hoferwetter..
Snow in the forecast for tomorrow night (about time!) and if you would like to check the weather
radar for the area... go here:
http://www.wetter.com/v2/?SID=&LANG=DE&LOC=0280&LOCFROM=0202&region=BY

And the Christmas Market will close soon, after three snow-less weeks, says the Frankenpost!

Frankentpost jpeg
www.frankenpost.de
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Jerry Middendorf forwards the following from Klaus Beer...
I imagine that people that attended the 2006 Hof Reunion and had their photograph taken by Klaus
Beer at the "Hofer Fernwehpark Signs of Fame" have received a similar type of email.
********************************
Dear Hilde,
thank you oncemore for your beautiful sign by visit the HOFER FERNWEHPARK during HOF
REUNION 2006.
Sorry for delaying the press report. But I am very busy making my new Film "BEST OF THE WEST"
and had the premiere with a long Tour through Germany. Now, the Tour is over and I now have a little
more time to work other things.
At first, I send the press report to you.
Please open the attatchements TEXT and PICTURE.
Please, mail the picture and Text (Please cancel mistakes and write maybe your own important
message inside) to your local newspaper.
At first, I think it's best, you make a call to the editors and tell them the story of what's happening with
the
sign in HOF/Germany. And next you mail the picture and Text.
When the article is printed, PLEASE send me a ORIGINAL NEWSPAPER with the Frontpage
(Name
of the newspaper) for my press archive.
My Adress:
Bureau of Organisation "Hofer Fernwehpark Signs of Fame"
Klaus Beer
Ernst-Reuer-Sraße 54
95032 Hoff
GERMANY
Thank you very much.
Now, we have in HOF a very warm December, now Snow. It's not normal
Erika and I wish you a beautiful Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Yours
Klaus
good bless america
Klaus Beer
Initiator Fernweh-Park Deutschland "Signs of Fame "
www.fernweh-park.de
info@fernweh-park.de
TERRA FILM
www.terra-film.de
k.beer@terra-film.de
Fon +49 (0) 9281 / 9 44 27
Fax +49 (0) 9281 / 9 39 04
Have a nice day
Mit freundlichen Grüßen
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The actual pic that Klaus forwards is considerably bigger!

Air Force Enlisted Village
92 Sunset Lane
Shalimar, FL 32579-1000

Dear Association Board of Directors,

November 29, 2006

I'd like to thank you and all the members of the Hof Reunion Association for your generous donation
of $1,500.00.
We appreciate your help in providing a home for the indigent widows of retired enlisted members.
With your continued support we'll be able to improve the care and services we provide. Our new
assisted Living facility, Hawthorn House, opened in November 2005 thanks to assistance such as
yours.
Thanks again on behalf of all of our residents at the Air Force Enlisted Village.

Jim Binnicker
James C. Binnicker, CMSAF #9
PCEO

From the Dickson's...
Did anybody find a small book (Eine Klieine Geschicte des Hof) and a group of pictures at the Quality
during the Reunion? They are missing and a return would be appreciated!
Karen and Dave Dickson

Personnel Updates from the Adjutant!
Update Number:

272

Date:

11-Dec-06

Change of Address Corrections
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Name
Address
City
State Zip Code
Bennet, Robert
968 South Saki Drive
Pueblo West
CO
81007
Brock, Robert
76901-4912
Casteel, Ollie
4305 Jeker Drive
(Correction of street name)

Change of E-Mail Corrections
Name
Old E-mail Address
Bennet, Robert
Brown, Clayton
Bundra, Leonard
Casteel, Ollie

New E-Mail Address

Telephone

Same
719-547-8144
cbgb@pivot.net
cbgb@fairpoint.net
lenxmar@comcast.net
lenxmar@verizon.net
ocasteel@comcast.net

ocasteel@verizon.net

Farris, Charles
charles.farris@comcast.net
charles.farris@tx.rr.com
Sorensen, Grant
sorensen@mesh.net
grantsorensen@charter.net
Membership Renewals
Name
Roster Year E-Mail
Telephone
Bowles, Bill
H 2009 shooter2174@insightbb.com
Brady, Samuel
H 2008 ssbrady1@bellsouth.net
Churchill, Dallas
H 2007 dallaschurchill@msn.com
Clemons, Mark
E 2007 markivalc@cox.net
Daniels, Don
E 2007 ddanielsok@sbcglobal.net
Danner, Edward
CD 2007 edanner@prodigy.net
Harland, Bernard S.
E 2007 bharland@earthlink.net
Hunt, Aubrey (Joe)
2007 Joe Hunt 2001@aol.com
Keith, Robert
H 2007 RCKeith551@aol.com
Mapel, Robert
2007 WRMapel@cs.com
O'Brien, John
2008 obrien35242@yahoo.com
Oden, Robert
2007 bob@boboden.com
Oldenburg, Fred
CD 2007 fredoldenburg@juno.com
Olsen, Paul
H 2008 Polsen2@comcast.net
Spellman, Edward
E 2007 edalspel@bellsouth.net
Spicer, Claude
H 2008 myrtleandjay@hotmail.com
Szyperski, Raymond
H 2009 rszypers@verizon.net
Wetzel, Gene R.
2007 rwetzel@cbmove.com
Donations
Name
Amount
Comments
Anonymous
$85.00
Donor wishes to remain anonymous
Szyperski, Raymond

$10.00
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New Finds
Name
Telephone
Address
Soman, Robert
951-765-2891
rgsoman@hotmail.com

State E-Mail
800 W Johnston - Hemet

CA
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Subject: update
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 27 Dec 2006 13:00:54 -0500
To: Jerry <jmangas@dejazzd.com>

Hof Connection Update # 273
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
12/27/2006

From JoeD-

Great picture of " the site" from the last full update.

Re: That fashion show photo!
There has been considerable chatter since the first pic below was published. A variety of people
have been suggested here and there. The 5K club has been eliminated as a possible location. The
waitress in the background below was probably NOT wearing glasses and that apparently eliminates
one possible name...
Following are some edited comments (to protect the potentially guilty!) concerning the Fashion
Show...
just read further down in the last update. Looks like we have a Don Hauerberg ident conflict. I
said I
wasn't sure of the name. I never spent any time in the Bürgergesellschaft, so it could have been
there.
It is definitely not in the 5K Club vaguely recall a fashion show being held somewhere, back then.
and Phil also wrote: Oops. I guess I was right the first time... Dirk Vallo
and I are both correct with Don.... the guy with his arm on the corner of the table.
Phil Ruth
And Margot Rowe wrote:
...am mailing this picture to Chuck Babcock ( he doesn't have a computer). He thinks he would know if that is me, I met him in
1963. .However, the more I try to figure this out the more I remember, so there is hope.I'm now up to my daughter comparing my 14
year picture and she says it's me, so maybe it is me. However, I'm holding out for Chuck.

I'll keep you posted.
Margot
And from Dan Scanney...
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Hi, I was assigned to the 6915th/B Flt fm 07/62 'til 08/64. I've looked @ the "Fashion Show"
photo a few times & here is my guess as to the ID's of the people who appear in the photo. I've
delayed responding because I halfway expected that one of the individuals in the photo would
respond. Because there's been no feedback I'm going to make a guess: the G.I. immediately to
the right of the model is, perhaps, John O'Brien who was my roommate during my final yr in Hof.
If
that guess is correct then the G.I. to his right might be B Flt member Barry Swain (he & John had
the same AFSC, as I recall). To Barry's right might be another former roommate Phil Schiltz . In
the rear of the photo w/his eyeglasses reflecting the light (flashbulb?) might be Ken Hager -yet
another former roommate. I'm more confident about my O'Brien ID than my other possible ID's.
I'm a bit more confident of the identity of the female server who appears standing in the
background of the complete photo-a charming, beautiful, & statuesque young woman fm
Marktredwitz (as I recall) named Maria who worked @ the Erika Bar & liked our company enough that
she joined us @ the Fest while she was on vacation fm her duties @ Erika's. During the
summer a fair number of B Flight members would visit Erika's after our final swing shift & after
that place closed for the night we'd drive to a firebreak in the forest near the Bismarckturm &,
at least on one occasion, Maria joined us there. I also remember that Maria always wore
eyeglasses. HRA member Pat DiCintio remembers Maria & might be able to recall more about her +
verify my very tentative ID's.
Regards,
Dan Scanny
And a follow-up from Dan,
I read Pat Dicintio 's input again & used a magnifying glass on the photo in question. If, as
Pat thinks, the photo date is 1966 (+ my closer inspection w/magnifying glass) then I'll retract
my guess that the third guy fm the left is Phil Schiltz -he was long gone fm HAS by '66 + he had
blond hair. It's probably not Maria as server because I can't see any eyeglasses on the server.
I'm still leaning toward my ID of John O'Brien as the guy on the left @ the front table. If Pat
doesn't agree then I'll yield to his analysis.
I don't believe that I'd ever related the tale of B Flt's bashes in the Wald-in addition to
staggering around under the influence of lotsa beer we also swam in the Hof Rod & Gun Club pond
which was nearby-somewhere I have a photo of a couple of B Flt dudes wading in the water & I'll
send a copy to you if & when I find it.
We do plan to attend the 07 reunion in Reno-it's a long day's drive fm our home in SoCal.

(Dan's comments regarding Wald parties causes me to vaguely remember a couple of AFSS/ASA combined
Bleed Night parties way back in the piney woods... in the fog.) Ed.

And a jpg with the background now visible thanks to the wonders of science!
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Bunkers?
Speaking of bunkers, was there a huge mostly buried bunker on the base that they broke up and filled in to make space for a helicopter pad? It was
after the Kennedy visit. I wonder if we're talking about the same bunker? It seems to me that they got rid of it in the early 60's and it was a huge
project since the walls and roof were really thick reinforced concrete. Unfortunately my memory isn't as good as it used to be and some things seem
to 'blend' and I don't always get my facts straight.

Joe Kessler

according to Ron Robinson of the 602nd, a base wienie in the motor pool or something similar, who I used to carry on with on the
phone when he was able before he died from lung cancer couple years ago... there was indeed an "bunker" behind the Kaserne and
in getting ready for an expected visit by President Kennedy in the early 60's while on his way to Berlin and the famous "Berliner"
speech, they discovered that the thing was full of WW II ammo. Army bomb disposal and ordinance people had to be called to take
care of it! Ed.

From Doctor Dan...
And a pleasant Boxing Day to you. A significant Pacific storm is blowing in @ 1:20 pm so no golf for this fair weather player. I will
wait for the big island retreat Jan. 10-Feb. 6 to play many rounds.
Ever hear of the Hof Hackers? We were a group of golfers from Hof Air Station and Dobraberg who played ;most of THE golf
tournaments in Northern Bavaria. I personally played in the British Amatuer and and after many practice rounds at Am Reichsvald
golf platz and building the driving range near the site in Hof there is a golf course in Hof and Bernard Langer has become a major
player in the game. He and his son just won the PGA father-son competition this year .
Happy New Year.
Dr Dan Frederickson, golf team captain Hof Air Station 1966-68.

Dear Folks Near and Far;
The Glovers had a marvelous time in Hof this year. For that we thank all of
12/27/2006 9:54 PM
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you who were there and those who couldn't make it this time. Following the
wonderful get together in Hof, we went on to Rome, Florence, Pisa, and
Venice, Italy, followed by a week in France. We were ready to come home a
week early but couldn't get on an airplane. When we finally did, we sat in the
waiting room in Copenhagen while they fixed a fuel leak. Spent the night in
Seattle (missed flight) instead of home. We are safely home now, and except
for the usual ailments and cold we picked up along the way, we are doing all
right. Our hopes and prayers are with all of you for this Christmas Season
and all the years to come.
May the Lord Bless and keep all of you healthy and safe until we meet again.

Our Love, Jo & RG
Forwarded by Chuck Wilson. ed (and ye ed hopes in 20 years to still
have the RG kinda stuff to go globe-trotting!)

While the rest of us have been...
Taking it easy, resting and rehabilitating with family and friends over the
winter solstice holidays, ( wasn't that just too politically correct? ) C.A.
Russel has continued his Doctoral studies on things Hofisch in the
Harvard College Library and has the following bit of esoteric prose for our
edification:

Which contains the following excerpted bit of later 1800's
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writing that actually sounds like a really nasty "Bleed Night". Or
maybe just a typical Charlie Trick "Bleed Night"?

Und so weiter...

You to may continue your studies on page 273 at:
http://books.google.com/books?id=AW2rFwHUZkkC&printsec=titlepage&dq=hof+an+der+saale#PRA1-PP10,M1
It is actually pretty interesting. And not to get your hopes up too high! Firmian placed Natalie's rose-buds in his
pocket! Just what were you expecting, anyway!
And how can you possibly go wrong with a Hero named Sevencheese?

From the HRA President...
RENO 2007 REUNION:
Association members should visit the HOF Website at www.hofreunion.com and take a look at the information
on the reunion planned for Reno, Nevada, September 2-7, 2007 at the Eldorado Hotel/Casino. 'Click' on the
2007 Reunion and you will find a letter, tentative schedule, Registration and Tour Forms, and Tee Shirt Order
Form. More information will be published in the 2007 January Hof Connection Newsletter, as well as all the
forms, scheduled to arrive in your mailbox sometime in mid-January. Get a head start on your plans for
attending this upcoming reunion.
Don Riverkamp

Dear friends,
this e-mail goes out to a lot of friends and it is the time of the year to send out Christmas Greetings and best
wishes for a Happy New Year. The year has gone by fast, for me it was a year of hearing from dear friends and
even meeting them. So I want to say thank you for being my friend I will cherish your friendship forever, and
want you to know that I am thinking of you. My husband Joachim and I are wishing you and your family all
blessings and Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. Please keep in touch, I am looking forward to
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receiving an e-mail from you.
Greetings and best wishes
Helga and Joachim Haese
For the German speakers, I have attached an English/German Christmas poem

Ein kleines Weihnachtsgedicht
When the snow falls wunderbar
And the children happy are,
When the Glatteis on the street,
And we all a Glühwein need,
Then you know, es ist soweit:
She is here, the Weihnachtszeit
Every Parkhaus ist besetzt,
Weil die people fahren jetzt
All to Kaufhof, Mediamarkt,
Kriegen nearly Herzinfarkt.
Shopping hirnverbrannte things
And the Christmasglocke rings.
Mother in the kitchen bakes
Schoko-, Nuss- and Mandelkeks
Daddy in the Nebenraum
Schmücks a Riesen-Weihnachtsbaum
He is hanging auf the balls,
Then he from the Leiter falls...
Finally the Kinderlein
To the Zimmer kommen rein
And es sings the family
Schauerlich: "Oh, Christmastree!"
And the jeder in the house
Is packing die Geschenke aus.
Mama finds unter the Tanne
Eine brandnew Teflon-Pfanne,
Papa gets a Schlips and Socken,
Everybody does frohlocken.
12/27/2006 9:54 PM
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President speaks in TV,
All around is Harmonie,
Bis mother in the kitchen runs:
Im Ofen burns the Weihnachtsgans.
And so comes die Feuerwehr
With Tatü, tata daher,
And they bring a long, long Schlauch
An a long, long Leiter auch.
And they schrei - "Wasser marsch!",
Christmas is - now im - A....
Merry Christmas, merry Christmas,
Hear the music, see the lights,
Frohe Weihnacht, Frohe Weihnacht,
Merry Christmas allerseits...

And for those more accomplilshed than the rest of us,
a small commentary on Hoferwetter
wetterverhältnisse
es schneit, dann fällt der regen nieder,
dann schneit es, regnet es und schneit,
dann regnet es die ganze zeit,
es regnet und dann schneit es wieder.

Ror Wolf
"
LEO Advent Kalendar
found at:
http://www.leo.org/wkal/
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Personnel updates
Change of E-Mail Corrections
Name
Old E-mail Address
Brads, Andy
maandpabrads@netzero.com
Hunt, Joe
Joe Hunt 2001@aol.com
McAulif, Robert robertcaulif@webtv.net
Schmit, Harvey

Membership Renewals
Name
Berger, Larry
Burr, Dennis
Dean, Doyle
Fitzgerald, Joe
Herbert, Dick
Kohlerschmit, Glenn
Lehn, Clarence
Naron, Herman
Reczek, Tom
Shilling, Gary
Sweeney, Terry

New Members
Name
Beer, Klaus

Roster
H
CD
CD
E
H
E
H
E&H

Roster

Year
2007
2009
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007

New E-Mail Address
mapabrads1@netzero.com
joehunt2001@aol.com (nospaces)
junebugpauline@adelphia.com
hs294@cs.com - (reactivated)

E-Mail
Telephone
circlebfarm@charter.net
denburr@msn.com
dean602w@sbcglobal.net
Jfitzgerald@softcom.net (2tours)
rherbert@sunlink.net
gkohlers@gobrainstorm.net
hitchhikerretired@peoplepc.com
hlnhofer5765@spamex.com
Treczek@aol.com
bygary@sbcglobal.net
pismonosets@msn.com (2 Tours)

Year City
State
GM 98 95032 Hof

Ger

E-Mail
info@fernwehrpark.de

Donations
Name
Amount
Comments
Sweeney, Terry
$10.00

Lost Members
Final Flyby
Cook, James
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Subject: Hof Connection update 274
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 03 Jan 2007 13:07:46 -0500
To: mhartjes@bellsouth.net, gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil, plaven@msn.com,
tammybales@hotmail.com
BCC: mshan@midwest.net, JerryDsommer@aol.com, bdlugos@wowway.com, aeverhar@bellsouth.net,
dholcomb@PhillipsAssoc.Com, fincherc@earthlink.net, BCDavino@aol.com, vtyankee2@bellsouth.net,
adelheid_adam@yahoo.com, wessandy@cox.net, adamseve@comcast.net, Proctorc@worldnet.att.net,
jphol@pennyrile.net, mtevans@cox.net, weatherstone@centurytel.net, Randy.Gash@fresno.gov,
gfahrbac@optonline.net, rbdelp02@comcast.net, dickbarry@juno.com, vt28@juno.com,
shrubsy1@yahoo.com, Waden442@aol.com, Rayjothompson@msn.com, smurprey@nc.rr.com,
Cherrye74@Yahoo.com, Sparks9513@aol.com, csnieb@mtaonline.net, alleydb@mis.net,
martinmoreno@netzero.net, Polsen2@comcast.net, bgpartrich@juno.com, HS294@cs.com,
PatDiCintio@msn.com, Zutell61@aol.com, Zutell61@aol.com, ctimoc@hotmail.com,
PaulFullmer3@aol.com, sidskid.1@netzero.net, jbpecora@earthlink.net, bhbaker@adelphia.net,
ghearn11@yahoo.com, coakman@verizon.net, margotrowe@bellsouth.net, citysmitty1@cox.net,
pjrief57@hotmail.com, denburr@msn.com, rpreslar@tampabay.rr.com, lilo.bob@netzero.net,
stuclan@earthlink.net, tmckinney2@cfl.rr.com, bhopper1b@excite.com, sever@datasync.com,
RayBoyden@msn.com, buckkat@bellsouth.net, stoney77@gtcom.net, ronjoyce@charter.net,
pdholmgren@yahoo.com, sandiferdb@juno.com, bmann30019@netzero.com, schnitzel@rap.midco.net,
MGaissert3@yahoo.com, vortex@syix.com, deegrose@yahoo.com, Asscmg@aol.com,
jneiser@woh.rr.com, bmollahan@aol.com, thewhthawk@atlantic.net, thurmanawalker47@msn.com,
river1940@sbcglobal.net, vitarell@cox.net, stanrudnick@rcn.com, RBBobkat1932@aol.com,
yeahbut@comcast.net, tmik@cox.net, airmandanscan@yahoo.com, rickdouthit2001@yahoo.com,
CCOORS1@msn.com, rrodamer@sc.rr.com, louierocha@aol.com, joumc@aol.com,
sharvill55@hotmail.com, Ronbike21@mchsi.com, anthony_d08002@yahoo.com, cevbscholl@juno.com,
junebugpauline@adelphia.com, mbjarboe@verizon.net, robert_thrush2000@yahoo.com,
Lynch.dick@dol.gov, alouysiuslouis@hotmail.com, mhartjes@bellsouth.net, jrd@dbrecruiting.com,
jpomplun@cpinternet.com, jns@callatg.com, etrow7@juno.com, snazzy@wizwire.com,
fatherhib05@yahoo.com, jsantens@cox.net, ssbrady1@bellsouth.net, kputman2@verizon.net,
robot@dfsi.net, jackelhyes@cox.net, johnd_2713@yahoo.com, john.inman@us.army.mil,
fredzag@wctc.net, dsthompson@cableone.net, tiller252@juno.com, KStargardt@aol.com,
kelleyka@sbcglobal.net, loosebbs@bresnan.net, MurchW@aol.com, tom@atsfamily.com,
JamesShepp@msn.com, HeidiKreuzer@gmail.com, epd1@comcast.net, rgglover@msn.com,
jlsimonds@bloomingdaletel.com, kmiller98@satx.rr.com, kennywertz@yahoo.com,
kenhager@bellsouth.net, Hwaldeslust@aol.com, Wshifflett@aol.com, Opibob@aol.com,
jackjudithtx@sbcglobal.net, abemery@hotmail.com, j.middendorf@comcast.net.,
h.waclawski@steben.de, Hapeteachr@aol.com, heydanwood@aol.com, hblackmon668@aol.com,
hrwicker@yahoo.com, hresnick03@bellsouth.net, melvinhamill@msn.com, hamer05@attg.net,
Jacksin@comcast.net, dsallinger1@nc.rr.com, jeslutz@yahoo.com, anthony.gambone1942@yahoo.com,
gerlinde@tonydoom.com, jimmcgovernjr@yahoo.com, german@colfax.com, jcoker27@mchsi.com,
jameling9430@comcast.net, gkrcma@lakefield.net, GinnyChuck14@cox.net, jbfriva@comcast.net,
jbfontes@sbcglobal.net, SCoyle1169@aol.com, bbbac@verizon.net, carl.carlspc@gmail.gar.no,
aubyd@adelphia.net, dickpenn@sbcglobal.net, obrien35242@yahoo.com, mja1@voyager.net,
msimon8355@aol.com, robinson_william@hotmail.com, CZ3826@aol.com, marktaber@fuse.net,
Mundaysis2@aol.com, hofadschr@hotmail.com, democrat@longlines.com, myrtleandjay@hotmail.com,
dougs@bluegrass.net, mburgess2@satx.rr.com, donross@wildblue.net, lstanford@twmi.rr.com,
milesnelson@sbcglobal.net, jlhkah@yahoo.com, pacejd@bellsouth.net, noehome@bellsouth.net,
rflearned@earthlink.net, dengelken@aol.com, Othabig0@aol.com, dtweed@alltel.net,
WolfmanIda@aol.com, Tampa148@aol.com, mshp741r@charter.net, rcsikes@verizon.net,
cholau@msn.com, aloisdietz@gmx.de, shooter2174@insightbb.com, gallbritton@satx.rr.com,
rcw@mich.com, JRGBag1@aol.com, dbodiker@woh.rr.com, jrsmeal@msn.com, SamuWilson@aol.com,
genepat@sigecom.net, Bilhelentoni@aol.com, rrgentilini@wmconnect.com, LenPape@wincup.com,
rszypers@verizon.net, Brown_Samuel@msn.com, lenxmar@verizon.net, kenandlily723@sbcglobal.net,
dardan@insightbb.com, PatriciaK_Forgione@freenet.de, bpieper@wowway.com, jimsmsgt@msn.com,
gkdunigan@earthlink.net, NormandUrsi@aol.com, hquart29@charter.net, rhb3@cox.net,
1997daisy@bellsouth.net, Donnkoenig@aol.com, rnrlivesey@msn.com, kmead4@valornet.com,
artnick@earthlink.net, Mike.Helfert@noaa.gov, qkraut@hotmail.com, fmct1@hotmail.com,
gjberry@wctc.net, harald.rossner.harro@bnhof.de, Karlheinz.fischlowitz@t-online.de,
helga.haese@graf.eur.army.mil, KSpahn40@aol.com, Hans.Edelmann@web.de,
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rick_laney11@yahoo.com, MckenzieJD@aol.com, mgreen56@hotmail.com, bca02@verizon.net,
keel525@nehp.net, jkrembs1@juno.com, rhuckaby@kc.rr.com, loisschwoch@sbcglobal.net,
clmjjj@yahoo.com, arnieodeg@aol.com, woodsy@whidbey.com, LouisJAndy@aol.com,
16gigi@gmail.com, brewster41@cox.net, bjcl@netins.net, dbarron@bjs.com, pjp@pcpartner.net,
bartonhaz2000@yahoo.com, shortc@aol.com, Jstagg367@aol.com, karincwjd@hotmail.com,
monafarris@isp.com, Inge620@aol.com, bdurham2@tampabay.rr.com, Verena.Dudley@web-engr.com,
ivey@zipnet.us, petunia1@iwon.com, lorraynez@yahoo.com, Saaleelf@sbcglobal.net,
ruthie7676@tpi-computing.com, scheuerbrand@hotmail.com, abby465@cs.com, momstrack5@cs.com,
bgnorv@earthlink.com, dixfaith@juno.com, ushy@cfl.rr.com, MaryAnnWarnke@aol.com,
gbennett8@austin.rr.com, cbgb@fairpoint.net

Hof Connection Update #274
www.hofreunion.com
1.3.2007
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Happy New Year to you and yours from the
Board of Directors
Have a very Happy & Safe New Year,
Robert und Hanna Hoerath
Robert is our German rep.
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PROMO RENO2007:
Travel to Reno, Nevada = $50-$599
Hotel for 5 Nights = Around $300
Registration = $75
Tours = $20-$50
Bier Money = $6 to $100
Gambling, Shows, Gifts = $10 to $500
Renewing old friendships, fun, laughter, looking at old and recent photos, good food,
drink, and time, making Lifetime Friendships, taking trip down memory lane =
PRICELESS !
SO, DON'T MISS OUT, COME JOIN US IN SEPTEMBER 2007 FOR THE ANNUAL
HOF REUNION IN RENO !!
>From answers.com:

Reno

Introduction
Reno is known as "The Biggest Little City in the World" because of its outstanding
western hospitality, fine dining, entertaining stage shows, top-name performers,
history, culture, and 24-hour gaming excitement. The region also offers a wide variety
of outdoor recreation including golf and skiing. Golfers can choose from courses in lake,
high desert, and mountain settings. Lake Tahoe, located less than an hour's drive from
downtown Reno, boasts the largest concentration of ski resorts in North America.
Nevada's liberal tax structures, along with Reno's free port status and central location
in the West, also make the area an important regional warehouse and distribution
center. Reno's abundance of desirable features resulted in Time magazine naming it
among the top cities for "quality of life and business friendly atmosphere" in November
2003.

Hoferwetter...
A severe windstorm last night (1/2-1/3) in Münchberg knocked down trees across the
village, blocking streets and causing damage in the local cemetery when a huge Linden
tree came down, closing the main entrance. The fire department was kept busy all
night clearing downed trees from the roads. There were no reports of injuries. Temps
today in the 2-8 degree (C) range with strong winds from the west.
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Details and picture at www.frankenpost.de
WOW, where did 2006 go?? 2006 was a year that went pretty darn fast, and all of
a sudden here we are in 2007. Maybe it's that we are getting older and having a
great time, therefore, time flies bye. SO, don't wait too long to make your plans
for the RENO reunion in September 2007. Check out our HOF website at
www.hofreunion.com and also be on the lookout for the 2007 Hof Connection
Newsletter in your mailbox in mid-January. Another SUPER JOB by our editor,
Phil Murray, and our publisher, David Sallinger.
Don Riverkamp - President

Stars and Stripes....
The paper we all read, probably every day while we were in Hof, is making many of it's archived
"Pictures of the Day" available online for viewing...
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This one is from Fulda, West Germany in 1975 from 11th ACR. There is a trailer full of toys behind that
jeep! (I wonder if Santa got busted for being behind the 1K line?)
You can check them out yourself at http://www.stripes.com/webpages.asp?id=32

Dan Scanney and I had a e-coversation going about the Fashion Show pic (#273) that is
possibly worth repeating for the group.

Dan wrote:
HRA member John Wible worked in the same AFSC & same B Flt assignment @ the
6915th & he thinks
that the dude in the photo to the right of the model could be John
ohn O'Brien.
O'Brien I
wonder what
John O'Brien thinks?

I answered:
t will be interesting to find out at some point (I hope) just what and when
and who and where this all came to be....
The original source and year is not known, and with all the chatter that
has gone on, and all the guessing, so far nobody seems to know who actually
took/sent the pic. We get a lot of
stuff in bundles with no other source listed. Somebody sent somebody a bunch
of pics at some point
and they get passed on and then you get the puzzle that is causing so much
interest at this point.
I would offer the earlier 60's as the time of the pic. Her dress style for
one, and the fact that the guys all seem to be
in sport jackets? I guess that was a requirement at one time for leaving the
base? There are a lot
of pics (of guys) in that dress style, and for the life of me, I don't ever
remember wearing a tie or a jacket except to
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weddings?

Was there some kind of dress code at one point?

(Dan is from the earlier 60's, I date from the 65-68 period)

Dan came back with:
Jerry, I like your analysis of the poss. dating of the garb in the photo.
During my tenure in Hof
fm 07/62 thru very late 08/64 there was no really specific dress code other
than the expectation
that our civilian clothing be at least fairly neat & clean-no sports jackets
were ever required
off-base while I was there. The one item of civies that was verboten was
walking or Bermuda
shorts. A B Flt -E named Don Holland (I don't believe that we've ever
located him) was so
unhappy about this restriction that he complained to the Inspector General's
officer rep when that
official visited the base about nine months after our arrival @ HAS. The IG's
answer was that the
Base Commander did have discretion to ban shorts. The other exception to the
fairly liberal
off-base dress rules occurred after a series of infractions by newly arrived
airmen who probably
couldn't handle the cheap & strong bier & hard liquor that was available
downtown. Lt/Col.
Stevenson initiated a policy requiring "Cinderella Liberty" & dress uniforms
for the first thirty
days after arrival by lower ranking airmen and a mid-nite curfew. My group &
I arrived before this restriction was
imposed. I'm not sure of the timing but this may have followed the tragic
murder of a Fraulein by
a 2nd A/C soldier during his one-night-in-a-month Cinderella Liberty pass.
Are you aware of that incident? It went down in a hotel in Neuhof as I
remember. That tragic incident resulted in a
scathing article in the local newspaper(s) condemning the murder w/a rather
long list of
infractions committed by Airmen & NCO's in Hof & the nearby area. Most were
caused by
overindulgence in alcohol.
We B Flt members @ the site had a custom of celebrating our final swing shift
by changing
into civies & assembling @ the Blick for a few hrs. of revelry. In addition
to the midnight
curfew for the newbies it applied to all lower-ranking airmen for a while. We
who worked
in Ops were very unhappy w/that state of affairs & risked disciplinary action
by sneaking cases of
Reichelbrau into one of our rooms & selling it @ cost a couple of times
coming off swings.
Dan Scanney

(For
For those of you not privy to the joys of working rotating shifts, the
"Trick Trash", Flight Commanders and Airmen both, enjoyed "Bleed Nights" and
"Bleed Days" which really described what their eyes looked like while trying
to force their bodies into a new time zone every three or 4 days. You
stayed up all night, usually involved in Zen-like contemplation of a sip or
two of a good Oberfrankenbier so you could sleep all the next day so you
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could work all the next night. Then after three, later 4, mid shifts, you
stayed up all day after working all night so you could sleep all that night
so you could work the next day without having your head crash repeatedly
into your operating position. ed)

Computer problems?
Several members have reported their update being received with garbled characters
where normal text should be. In one case we found that the member's
computer/email program was opening the messages in Adobe, not Outlook. The
Christmas greeting (the un-numbered update) was NOT received by any member using
the Charter.net" server. For some reason that message, which contained just a .jpg file
saying Merry Christmas" was blocked. In the past we have had AOL block any mention
of the Open Office suite of compatible Office program.
If you are having difficulty with your updates, please let me know at
hofreunion@dejazzd.com and we will try to help get the problem corrected. If the
problem is with your server, you will have to call their tech support, which in most
cases you will find to be very helpful. That has certainly been my experience with
Dejazzd.
Sad note....
It's with much sadness that I report the passing of Robert (Bob) Finch. He worked in the 6915th
Supply office from '67 to '70. He passed away Sunday, 12/31, after a year long second battle with
cancer. He is survived by his wife Jean, living in Hattiesburg, MS. They weren't able to join us in
Nashville, because of hurricane Katrina going through their town and missed Hof because of his battle
with cancer.
Dave & Jeannette Johnson

A reminder for paying your dues...
Use the following address:

HOF REUNION ASSOCIATION
6855 SO. River Rd
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
440-466-5867
You can verify your dues status with a email to hofreunion@adlephia.com or hofreunion@dejazzd.com
or a phone call to the above number.
Jerry Mangas
Secretary

The following information from the Hof Reunion Adjutant is copied/inserted directly from a
spreadsheet file. If this insert does not format properly on your screen, please let me know?
Thank you. ed.
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Update Number:

274

Date:

11-Dec-06

Change of Address Corrections
Name

Address

City
Hudson Oaks (city name
only)

Old E-mail Address
rherbert@sunlink.net

New E-Mail Address
rherbert@adelphia.net

Telephone

E-Mail
Ronbike21@mchsi.com
gerdap@acegroup.cc
None
JGrif19039@aol.com
sharvill55@hotmail.com
nedimboden@sbcglobal.net
german@colfax.com
Plaven@msn.com
rflearned@earthlink.net
Lenmo@aol.com
marypolk@hotmail.com
david.smith17@comcast.net
JSte105857@aol.com
fmct1@hotmail.com
rvander@comcast.net
Racerboy83@aol.com
jworthy@brightok.net
ryarnall1@comcast.net

Telephone

Stewart, Jackie

State Zip Code

Change of E-Mail Corrections
Name
Herbert, Dick

Membership Renewals
Name
Atwood, Ron
Foellmi, Brigitte
Hepler, Dianne
Griffin, John
Harvill, Shirley
Imboden, Ned
Knopes, Harry
Laven, Paul
Learned, Richard
Montie, Leonard
Polk, Roger
Smith, David L.
Stewart, Jackie
Thompson, Francis
Vandermartin, Russell
Wampole, Doug
Worthy, James
Yarnall, R.F.

Roster
H
E
H
H
E
CD
CD
E
CD
CD
E

E
E

Year
2008
2007
WE7
2007
2007
2007
2008
2007
2008
2007
2007
2007
2007
2011
2007
2007
2007
2007

New Members
Name
Dixon, Rally
Soman, Robert

Roster Year
E
2007
CD
2007

City
Mobile
Hemet

Amount
$10.00
$5.00
$10.00
$10.00
$35.00
$15.00
$15.00

Comments

State
AL
CA

E-Mail
rallyd@hotmail.com
rgsoman@hotmail.com

Donations
Name
Atwood, Ron
Foellmi, Brigitte
Griffin, John
Knopes, Harold
Learned, Richard
Montie, Leonard
Smith, David L.
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Thompson, Francis
Yarnall, R.F.

$100.00
$50.00

Lost Members
Final Flyby
Culpepper, Royce B (Son)
Culpepper, Royce L (Father)
Harrington, Edmound C
Metz, Edgar E
Slack, Carey S
Walton, Oliver S
Whiting, Albert D
(The above individuals were GDE employees)

Ladies Serving in Heaven
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Hof Connection Update #275
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
01.10.2007

MEMBERS ASSISTANCE NEEDED:
All Hof Reunion Association Members, we need your help in keeping our HRA
Roster up to date and correct. We have had many bounces of emails when
sending out the Hof Connection Weekly Updates, and NOW, we are getting
kickbacks from the Post Office of mailing addresses for the mailing of our 2007
January Hof Connection Newsletter. These addresses were taken from the
current roster and there are incorrect addresses. PLEASE check your email and
mail address for the association. IF they are wrong, please notify our adjutant,
at hofreunion@adelphia.net and our secretary, at hofreunion@dejazzd.com with
the correct addresses. We want to keep in touch with you, and we need your
help and assistance. Thank You Very Much!!!!!!!!!!
Don Riverkamp, and the staff!

Along those same lines, near the end of this month, the electronic mail
list will be redone, and all fy06 members who have not updated their
dues status will be dropped from the mailing list.
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If you have a question as to your current status, a quick email note or a
phone call to hofreunion@adlephia.net or hofreunion@dejazzd.com will
get you the answer. ed
________________________

A name spelling correction....

change Dan Scanney to Dan Scanny, with my apologies. Ed.
****************
The Newsletters have all been printed, and the envelopes to mail them have
also been printed. The German Addressees have had their Newsletter
mailed to them last week. I expect to have the U.S. Addressees in
the mail later this week. It takes a lot of time to stuff the
envelopes!
David Sallinger (Newsletter publisher)
*************
Still going on the fashion show...
Hi Dan & Jerry,
I never thought I knew anything about the picture in question. I don't think
it is the Buergergeschellschaft when I look at the lightened version. Don't think
the waitress is Maria. Maria wasn't so gaunt in the face. I have a pic of Maria if
you want to see it. She's sitting on Danny Hooks' lap (C Trick). Even though
Maria isn't wearing glasses in my attached picture, she did wear glasses with
very thick lenses. I always thought it might be dangerous for her to function
without them.
I knew John O'Brien, Barry Swain, and Ken Hager well. Don't think that
was O'Brien. Didn't he wear glasses? Thought he might have been just a little
heavier than the guy in the picture. Good idea to send the picture to O'Brien.
Can't see the guy in the back well enough to know if it was Hager.
There certainly are a lot of American GI's in the picture. Notice the TV on the
wall? Did we have any on the Kaserne? Could the little girl on the right of the
picture be a dependent? Hard to tell. Wonder if this was an on-base function.
If this was an on-base function I wasn't there as I hardly did anything on
base.
I really haven't been much help on this one.
Whoever it is, the model is quite pretty.
Pat DiCintio
And from Mark Clemons
Hey there,
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I just wanted to add my 2 cents worth on the fashion show photo
ID of Maria by Dan Scanny in the quote below.
I knew Maria fairly well, my wife Vera took over from Maria at
the Erika Bar in Feb. 1965. In fact that is when we got engaged;
I would not let her go to work at the Erika Bar without wearing
my ring. The girl in the pic looks a lot like Maria but a lot
depends on the date of the photo. Maria left for Frankfurt in
Feb. 1965 and then came back at a later date and worked some
where else in Hof. I am not sure when or where that was. I left
Hof in Feb 1967 so she was back in Hof before then.
I also remember visiting the Hof Rod & Gun Club pond. Vera and I
went "dipping" in the pond in our underwear on at least one
occasion. I was on Charlie Flight but if it was after we got
married, I was on base and could have been with any group.
Mark

Maria and Erika at the "Erika Bar"
__________________________________
From Doctor Dan...
Ever hear of the Hof Hackers? We were a group of golfers from Hof Air Station
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and Dobraberg who played ;most of THE golf tournaments in Northern Bavaria. I
personally played in the British Amateur and and after many practice rounds at
Am Reichsvald golf platz and building the driving range near the site in Hof there
is a golf course in Hof and Bernard Langer has become a major player in the
game. He and his son just won the PGA father-son competition this year.
I lived off-base- my address was 11 Dr. Enders Stir. Walking distance from the
6915th entrance gate. My contact with base personnel was through the dental
clinic which I think was once a jail in the old Kaserne complex. S/Sgt Jim
Mueller was my NCOIC and tended bar at the officers club four days each week.
I used to play poker at the O club with Frank Wellingham who was the senior
Air Police officer. He now lives in Fairfield , CA and we will play golf this spring.
Jery Minnick, special services officer for the 6915th was on the golf team as was
Sgt Hinsey I probably have some old score cards of others on the team and will
try to look them up. Our home course was the army base golf course at
Nurmberg.
Hanns Karl Ritter was my German language instructor when I first got to Hof in
1965. I replaced Omer Petty as base dental OIC under Col. Anderson. My tour
ended in 1968. It was the highlight of my professional career. I was privileged
to serve as a general dentist resident at Lackland AFB for one year before
getting assigned to Hof. No one, even the pentagon assignment section, knew
where the hell that was except somewhere east of Czechoslovakia and south of
Dresden. When I arrived Sgt Bounds was the dental hygienist, Paul Thurm was
my dental assistant one year later Dr. Jim Weaver joined me as the second
dentist on base
Sgt Joe Cline was my laboratory technician.
I will be at the Reno Reunion for sure.
HAPPY NEW YEAR11111
Dr. Dan Richardson
golf team captain Hof Air Station 1966-68

_______________________
Walter Elkins, Webmaster of www.usarmyeurope.com writes:
Jerry
Thank you very much for the "Kingsley Update." I have been extremely busy with
research and answering emails for my website in the past few months and have
not had an opportunity to check in on the websites that I review periodically that includes your great site!
Walter
If you had anything to do with the 86th Air Division, 602nd,. 603rd or 606th, the
radar systems or otherwise, you might want to check Walter's very extensive
website. Not only is his site a fount of information re the US Army in Europe,
including our 2nd Cav guys (and 3rd Cav) and the 28th Constabulary, and
background on a lot of the Kasernen. He also has a lot of information on the
86th, the air defence systems all over Europe and the various radar types in use.
Worth a visit if you have any interest at all along those lines. Or in Post WW II
Military History in Germany. About the only thing I think Walter doesn't cover is

4 of 8

1/12/2007 9:43 AM

about:blank

the Navy.
(The Kingsley Update is a short history of Lt Kingsley, MOH, and how Hof
Kaserne came to be called Kingsley Kaserne. ed)
****************************8
RENO 2007 REUNION:
Association members should visit the HOF Website at www.hofreunion.com and
take a look at the information on the reunion planned for Reno, Nevada,
September 2-7, 2007 at the Eldorado Hotel/Casino. 'Click' on the 2007 Reunion
and you will find a letter, tentative schedule, Registration and Tour Forms, and
Tee Shirt Order Form. More information will be published in the 2007 January
Hof Connection Newsletter, as well as all the forms, scheduled to arrive in your
mailbox sometime in mid-January. Get a head start on your plans for attending
this upcoming reunion.
Don Riverkamp
________________
Also on Reno2007
I was talking electronically with Stu (Sturdevant) yesterday and made the
recommendation that members with photo and/or slide shows on CDs to bring a
copy for viewing at the RENO Reunion.
Following was Stu's recommendation to my suggestion:
That is a good idea about asking for people to bring in their slide shows to the
Reno Reunion and we could set up a computer to run the programs in the
Hospitality Suite. Why don't you forward that suggestion to Don Riverkamp and
Jerry to be used in the newsletter and or weekly updates.
Some words to consider for the article could be
SHARE THE MEMORIES OF THE 2006 HOF REUNION AT THE RENO
REUNION...... For association members that attended the 2006 HOF Reunion and
that will be attending the 2007 RENO Reunion, bring those slide shows or photos
that you have on CDs of the HOF Reunion to the RENO Reunion. We will set up
a computer in the Hospitality Room for viewing by all that will be attending the
RENO Reunion. Also, if you have paper copies of the photos in albums taken in
HOF bring those photos along with you to the RENO Reunion. I'm sure that
members that were unable to attend the HOF Reunion will be glad to view the
photos taken at the HOF Reunion. See you in RENO!

Jerry Middendorf
____________________________

Email/Newsletter format problems.

Due to several people reporting scrambled emails (#273 and #274 primarily) we
are looking at a couple of small changes here to hopefully make sure everybody
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sees the updates the way they are meant to be seen.
One problem is apparently an incompatibility between anything formated
originally in Word and then trying to copy/paste it in Outlook or Thunderbird and
having it come thru the way it used to look. So basically I will "unformat"
everything sent and reformat it via notepad which has worked for us before
when working with the Newsletter input.
Also please make sure your mail settings accommodate HTML messages, not just
text messages. These newsletters are sent in html format and a lot of extra
characters will appear if you try to read them in text format.
I would ask that you all make sure you have a working version of a PDF reader
program available, Foxit Reader and Adobe Acrobat are just two free programs of
many that work well. Foxit is small, a little over a meg and nice for dial-up or for
systems with minimal hard drive space available. Adobe is the king of the hill,
PDF-wise but is a 20 meg program and a long dial-up donwload. I can supply
links if you need them. If you get a scrambled update for what ever reason,
please reply to the update, telling me what you are seeing, what browser you
use, and what email program you have and I will re-send the update as an
unencrypted PDF file which pretty much guarantees you see what I and most of
the rest of the group sees.
At the very bottom of this update in the way off base section is a hint for
Outlook/Outlook Express users to try. It is listed under "Way off base" since it
does not apply to the Reunion Group as a whole or in concept. But if it helps,
great! Our updates range from 300K to a Meg and some people's programs may
be splitting up the updates and scrambling them.
***********************

Personnel listings from the Adjutant
Update Number:

275

Date:

08-Jan-07

Change of E-Mail Corrections
Name
Old E-mail Address

New E-Mail Address

Herbert, Richard
rherbert@adelphia.net
rwherbert@verizon.net

Membership Renewals
Name
Roster
Year
E-Mail
Conrad, Robert
2007 domani@msn.com
Pieper, Bernard
2009 bpieper@wowway.com
Smith, Carl D.
2008 citysmitty1@cox.net
Wible, John
2007 J.Wible@Insightbb.com

New Members
Name
Roster Year
Sorenson, Grand
E
2007
grantsorensen@charter.net
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Donations
Name
Amount
Wible, John
$5.00

New Finds
Name
Telephone
Kamm, Thomas
Undernehr, Ray

Comments

Address
State E-Mail
(Membership form sent)
Cedar Crest
satc@earthllink.net

Lost Members
Final Flyby
Bohl, Lester H
(GDE)
Finch, Robert
(6915)
Mott, Cleaveland L (GDE)
Poston, Vance
(GDE)
Price, Clifford C
(GDE)

**************************
Off Base:
a site that many of our members found Interesting! One says be sure to check
all the subordinate links. Another even said it was worth the dues he paid this
year just for this one link....
http://www.vincelewis.net/ekranoplan.html
Way off Base:
Since the Weekly Updates can approach 300K to a meg in size this
might be going on on your machine... And the cure...
How to Make Sure Outlook Express Does Not Break Emails into Tiny
Pieces
The Mysterious Transformation of One Pretty Message into Many Ugly
When you send an innocent email (with a few photos attached maybe) and,
instead of "you look good next to that cactus", get back a furious note that
complains about 67 strange messages containing just odd numbers and strange
letters arranged in seemingly random order, you are rightly puzzled.
Often, the answer and the solution are simple. Outlook Express can split large
files into smaller pieces, to be re-assembled at the receiving end. The function is
a bit of a remnant from earlier Internet days (though still useful for Usenet
newsgroups), and of course the re-assembling never happens. The result are
many small messages showing the attached files in an encoded form.
The messages will also have "{file name} [2/45]" or something similar in the
subject.
It is usually best to turn off this breaking apart of large messages. Don't worry
about normal attachments, and if you need to send larger files ù say, 60 MB or
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maybe a few hundred ù you can turn to a service designed for that purpose.
Make Sure Outlook Express Does Not Break Emails into Tiny Pieces
To prevent Outlook Express from splitting emails into tiny pieces:
* Step by Step Walkthrough
* Select Tools | Accounts from the menu.
* Highlight the desired account. It is best, of course, to repeat the process for
each account if you have several.
* Click Properties.
* Go to the Advanced tab.
* Make sure Break apart messages larger than __ KB is not checked.
* Click OK.
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Hof Connection Update # 276
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
01.17.2007

Master Hof Roster...
One of the difficulties that comes up when people pay their dues a year or two
(or more) in advance is that I don't receive notice that as the years tick over
someone is due a new roster. They are, to keep the book-keeping to a minimum,
normally sent to new members and to renewing members. At sign-up or renewal,
you may receive one by email, by hard copy or even by CD, your preference.
If your name has fallen thru the Master Roster cracks for what ever reason, prior
to renewals in the last three weeks, please let me know at
hofreunion@dejazzd.com and I will send one off as quickly as possible. in which
ever format you prefer.
Jerry

1 of 5

1/17/2007 5:07 PM

about:blank

Great news from the Bear!
Thomas Bryson wrote:

Greetings and Salutations to everybody on my mailing list,
I have been undergoing Chemotherapy since 10/20/06. It is absolutely miserable but can be lived with. I
have been able to hold down my day job in spite of weakness and fatigue but have had to put my other job
on hold for now.
The good news is obviously that I am still here. However, beyond that, I had my first progress report by
virtue of a CT Scan on Friday (Chemo day) and my lungs are basically clear and the tumor in my liver
seems to have shrunk a little. I even got a Chemo holiday in that the Dr. told me to skip a cycle, come back
in two weeks. As a result I am starting to feel normal again. Itĺs been a long time of being sick from the
Chemo, so what would be feeling normal for everyone else makes me feel like Superman! Able to leap tall
buildings in a single bound; more powerful that a locomotive, faster than a speeding bullet etc., etc. In
addition, my taste buds have come back so everything not nailed down is subject to being eaten, and I have
two more weeks of this joy!!
The last time I felt celebratory the rug got pulled out from under. Therefore, I believe that the operative
phrase should be "cautious optimism", or in the pessimistic words of my grim reaper oncologist "if it's not
out of control, I'll take it!".
Thank you for all of the support and good wishes I have received. Cautious optimism is the most I want to
declare right now. The last time I spit in the face of the devil he hit me with the possibility of Lung Cancer
(since denied), so I am respectful. Be well and thanks again.

The Bear

Hof Reunion Association Dues: As of Monday, 1/15/07, we still had 230 FY6 members
that need to update their membership to FY7. Membership dues run for each fiscal
year, January 1st to December 31st, with a grace period for paying dues extended to
March 31st. We are asking that the membership dues be sent into the association as
soon as possible since we have already started receiving Reno Reunion Registration
Forms, Tour Forms, and Tee Shirt Order Forms for our September Reno Reunion and
members must be in good standing(membership dues up to date) in order to attend
the reunion. Thanking you in advance.
Don Riverkamp,
HRA President

Issue 270....
The "The Hof2006 Group" picture is great... I was wondering if you could e-mail me a
high-resolution copy...? (Or post it to the website?)
Thanks!!
--Heidi Kreuzer

Does anybody have a copy of a large format pic of the Hof2006 group or know where it
can be obtained? ed
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For the many Travelers out there...
Effective the 23rd of January you will need your passport to travel to Canada, Mexico
and the Caribbean Islands (non-US) and South America. So no more popping over to
Windsor from Detroit for lunch without it! Or Tiajuana for Jai Lai! Or whatever.
Source: Triple A

E-mailing problems...

All our members with charter.net addresses have been blocked from receiving the Weekly
Connection Update by the charter.net Spam Filters. So far, other than acknowledging that they
are receiving many complaints from their subscribers, they have done nothing about it. So a word
to the wise if you are considering a switch to that service. Non-update email goes thru normally.
Ed.

Memories from the Cryptodude...
I noticed in this past HRA update that a Thomas Kamm was mentioned in
the
New Finds.
Tom and I were pretty good friends. We once took a trip to Garmisch in
my
little MGA.
On the way down we were joking and talking until we stopped at KZ
Dachau. We
decided to do the tour, since Dachau was right along the way. After the
tour, we got back into the car and I think I drove a hundred miles
before
either of us said anything. Finally, one of us said something like
"I think we should get a beer".

JoeD

Dachau (and the other camps) did and still does have that effect on
people! ed

>From the "Way Back" Machine
Corned Beef, Planter, Race Card and Gunpost ! Callsigns from the 603rd, and
602nd in 1948!
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For what the radar net and coverage probably looked like after the move of the 603rd TCS
from Neustadt to Hof and the 602nd TCS from Goddelau to Birkenfeld and then later to
Hof/Saale and Döbra, check the link:
http://www.usarmygermany.com/Units/Air%20Defense/Org%20Chart_TACS%20Defense%203.htm

Update Number:

276

Change of Address Corrections
Name
Address
Miller, Don
6452 N. Hickory St.
Detzler, Michael 520 Comanche Lake Rd
Row, ET
10009 Keysborough Dr

Date:
City
Kansas City
Comanche
Las Vegas

Change of E-Mail/Phone or Corrections
Name
Old E-mail Address
Miller, Don
buckkat@bellsouth.net
Roberson, Clinton
Herbert, Richard
rherbert@adelphia.net
Neiswander, Ronald W. ronneisw@dtnspeed.net
Odell, Gerald
Row, ET
Alekson, Bob

odellgj@msn.com
reopened old address

Membership Renewals
Name
Roster
Dellacca, Robert (Dee)
Falck, William
Farris, Mona
Keyes, John H.
Mattice, Charles K.
Neiswander, Ronald
Odell, Gerald
Semple, Dick
Silveria, Walt

Name
Neiswander, Ronald

15-Jan-07
State
Zip Code
MO
64118
TX
76442
NV
89134-7549

New E-Mail Address

Telephone
816-468-7237
reattaman2@hotmail.com
rherbert@verizon.net
rfnice1der@verizon.net (7th char #1)
jerryodell@verizon.net
702-645-0349
foxbat@tampabay.rr.com

Year E-Mail
Telephone
E 2007 dddelacky@sbcglobal.net
2009 CCOORS1@msn.com
2007 monafarris@isp.com
E 2007 keyes@jorika.com
2007 Ckmatti@msn.com
2009 rfnice1der@verizon.net
H 2007 jerryodell@verizon.net
H 2007 Sempadi@aol.com
2007 wsilveria@suddenlink.net
Donations
Amount
$5.00

Off Base...
or perhaps not....
Digging thru old "stuff" I found a copy of a December 1997 "Freedom Through Vigilance"
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booklet that described the opening of the National Vigilance Park next to the NSA
buildings on Fort Meade in Maryland. (on Rt 32) and open to the public if you are
interested. The park opened 39 years to the day after the C-130A #60528 went down in
flames after being decoyed into Soviet territory by phony TACAN beacons and attacked by
MIG-17's. A small fact that I had not noticed before in the article.... "NSA estimates that
152 intelligence specialists, from all branches of the service, died during the Cold War, at
least one third during aerial recon missions. It is not clear how many others flying
support lost their lives in the same incidents".
Apparently reprinted from the Washington Post, Wednesday September 3rd 1997 by Fern
Shen.
There was also a poem included in the articles as a tribute to the fallen Eagles... by our
own Lonnie "Chief" Henderson!
An added note is that the very first American casualty in Viet Nam was an ASA trooper,
out on a ground-mounted DF mission against the Viet Minh!
And a related note:
Terry Sweeney just supplied an an Air Force article about the Rivet Joint aircraft that
have now been deployed for a continuous 6000 days! And I thought 69 straight mids was
bad news! If you are interested, the link is
http://www.af.mil/news/story.asp?storyID=123037219
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Subject: Hof Connection Update 277
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 24 Jan 2007 00:11:04 -0500
To: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>

Hof Connection Update # 277
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

01.24.2007
When you send in your dues payment for 2007...
Please send your mail to the address below, not the the old Sacramento address still listed on some
forms, and be sure to indicate if you prefer an e-mail copy of the roster, a hard copy or a CD copy
which also includes a lot of other information including back copies of updates.
Hof Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd.
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
If you need to confirm your dues status, just reply to this email with your name, not just your email
addy and I will give you your status.

The ongoing problem with ISP spam filters
blocking some of your updates may have been solved, at least for a few.
The Hof Reunion logo at the top of the earlier updates was a .gif file, which is now the favored way for spammers to get
thru the filters. ISP's have apparently begun to block messages with gif's as a band-aid approach since they cannot yet
apparently block selected content of the gif itself. In the following updates I have changed the .gif logo to a .jpg logo and
working with tom mikloiche who uses cox.net as his server we have been able to send complete updates to him where
before they were totally blocked.
With rare exceptions, usually Reunions, the updates come out every Wednesday! Anybody missing an update should let
me know and I will forward a revised version.
Jerry Mangas
Secretary
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Hof Reunion Association

APOLOGY TO MEMBERS:
I apologize for the delay in receiving the 2007 January Hof Connection Newsletter. They were mailed out on January 10th via Bulk Mail.
The newsletter was to go out first class postage this mailing due to 2008 Site Selection Ballot, Information and Forms for the 2007 Reno
Reunion, and fabulous write-ups and pictures from the 2006 Hof Reunion. I apologize not making this matter clearer.
Don Riverkamp, HRA President

Just wanted to say Thanks! for everyone's efforts to keep the Association site working. We're kinda used to receiving the updates on
Wednesdays, regardless of what the weather is doing out and about.
Keep up the great work!
Bob Jarboe, Hof Disp 69-71

Been looking for a way to show those that have not been back to Hof just how much has changed, while
remaining the same.....

The names have changed little and the deckels have changed a lot! More modern but with all the tradition still there...

Back to normal winter weather in Bavarian Siberia!
Into the south and southeast of Germany winter returns with heave snow. "From Baden-Wuerttemberg to Bavaria up to
Saxonia must one must expect deep winter road conditions", say the meteorologists at the German Weather Service.

And last week's "Storm Kyril"...
caused enough damage in the Teresensteinpark that the area had to be closed as hazardous.
>From the Frankenpost...

1/24/2007 1:09 AM
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From Phil Murry re the fashion show:
And another extraneous tidbit - the fashion show pic. I just reread Dirk Vallo's commentary about the guy with his arm
on the table. I will have to bow to Dirk's remembrance of his name, all I remember was his first name, "Don," and his last
name was something like what Dirk said. He was a 202 and had a favorite expression of "crime-a-nentlies mensch!"

Again from the wayback machine...

The caption reads: "Listen.... Moscow speaks!
Moscow still speaks, The Voice of America still broadcasts but the days of RIAS ended in 1995.
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Personnel update #277 from the Adjutant....
Update Number:

277

Change of Address Corrections
Name
Address
Row, E.T.
10009 Keysborough Dr

Change of E-Mail and Corrections
Name
Old E-mail Address
markivalc@cox.net
Clemons, Mark
Row, E.T.
(Same)

Membership Renewals
Name
Roster
Cherpes, Gary
Farrell, Jack D.
CD
Hager, Ken R.
Hall, Billy D.
Hamill, Mel
H
Jones, Wayne
E
Kay, James
H
Kernan, Paul
Murphrey, Steve
Proctor, Claude O. H
Row, E.T.
H
Saalwaechter, Dr. John
CD
Tiller, Roy F.
CD
Ward, William

New Members
Name
Norris, Marvin
Wood, Shirley

Roster
E

City
Las Vegas

State
Zip Code
NV 89134

New E-Mail Address
Hof@markclemons.com

Telephone
702-645-0349

Year E-Mail
2007 TMCPhoto1@aol.com (number 1)
2007 charles.farris@tx.rr.com
2008 kenhager@bellsouth.net
2008 hwaldeslust@aol.com
2008 melvinhamill@msn.com
2008 WayJudJonz@msn.com
2007 JKay6099@aol.com
2007 germank@earthlink.net
2008 smurprey@nc.rr.com
2008 Proctorc@worldnet.att.net
2008 etrow7@juno.com
2007 saalwaechter01@comcast.net
2009 tiller252@juno.com
2008 bward4@cfl.rr.com

Year
City
State
2007 Temple Hills
WE7
Clinton
WA

Telephone

E-Mail
MD capital2041@verizon.net
woodsy@whidbey.com

Donations
Name
Amount
Comments
Jones, Wayne
$15.00
Kernan, Paul
$10.00

New Finds
Name
Holeman, Clyde

Telephone
970-483-6244

Address
State
303 High St. - Wiggins

CO

E-Mail
(None)

Lost Members
Final Flyby
Durr, Ransom S.

Only slightly off base. ..
but if you have ever lost your original DD214, this could be very important to you, particularly if you are getting ready to
apply for SSI! ed.
>From Jerry Middendorf:

RECONSTRUCTING VETERANS MILITARY
RECORDS

1/24/2007 1:09 AM

Hof Connection Update 277

5 of 5

(AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE – FEBRUARY 2007)
IF YOUR RECORDS WERE LOST:
The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) will attempt to reconstruct a veterans records only if asked by the veteran
or by the next of kin of a deceased veteran. Next of kin are mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, sons, daughters, husbands
or wives. Given sufficient information, NPRC may be able to reconstruct a file. This includes:









Full name used during military service
Date of birth
Branch of service
Approximate dates of service
Service number
Place of entry into the service
Last unit of assignment
Place of discharge

Send the information to:

National Personnel Records Center
Military Personnel Records
9700 Page Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63132-5100
If a veteran doesn’t have any of the necessary documents or information, they may be available from VA or a state
veterans service officer.
Veterans or next of kin may also submit a request for records online at www.vetrecs.archives.gov. NPRC can also be
contracted at (314) 801-0800 or by email at mpr.center@nara.gov. NPRC cannot accept e-mail requests for records.
E-mail queries should only be sent to ask for general information, such as procedures or hours of operation.

And way off base and "wayback" but some of our members might be able to help?
...a favor if I may. I have just completed writing a book (it is just getting the finishing touch now). It is an historical biography of my German
father-in-law (father of my current wife) who was kind of the counterpart to Bob Hope for the German Wehrmacht soldiers (of WW II). Before
the war he
operated under the auspices of the Kraft durch Freude organization and traveled throughout Germany entertaining people in small towns and
villages. When the war started, all entertainers who had been doing similar entertainment were fired in order for the KdF to support the war.
My father-in-law's traveling caravan of ruggedized trucks and a bus became known officially as the Deutche Reichstheaterzug and it
entertained
over 2 and a half million soldiers right at the fighting fronts, under the auspices of the Truppenbetreuung, the forerunner by two years of our
USO organiztion. It was the first organization and the first War where entertainment played a vital role.
My book addresses this small but historically very important part of the war.
The caravan had about 30 varied type entertainers; ventriloquists, trapeze, juggling, dancing ladies, bicyclists, etc. as there was no television.
My mother-in-law was one of those dancing ladies. They bore two children, a son, and daughter, who is my wife, who I married in 1968 while
stationed as a field engineer with Raytheon.
For the most part, I have many pictures and stories in the book but I am wondering if any of our members may have older German relatives
who might have seen this caravan. It operated beginning in 1935 under a different director. My father-in-law took it over in September 1936
and
operated it until he was fired in Karkow on Aug 27, 1944. I just received a story from someone in Germany who had seen it twice and I
am awaiting some newspaper articles about it when it was in the German part of Slovak, now Romania. There were about 200,000 Germans
living there and the Reichstheaterzug entertained these people so the Nazis could entice them to join the SS. If there was someway to
poll your readers to ask if some of the older folks remember this entertainment caravan, that would be wonderful. Most everybody is either
dead or too old to remember, but there are probably a few who still can. Any story would be great to add to the book.
Thanks.
Charlie Farris (charles.farris@tx.rr.com)

1/24/2007 1:09 AM
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Hof Reunion Association wrote:

Hof Connection Update # 278
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
1.31.2007
The Connection Update...
A pertinent reprint considering the happenings of the last few weeks!
...Is produced weekly and forwarded only by email to all members in good standing with a
complimentary copy sent to "new finds" that have an email address. There is generally a
numbered issue going out weekly; from time to time an additional special mailing might
occur. During Reunion week(s) no issue is planned since time is generally in short supply at
these functions.
The update is composed mostly of input from YOU! Backed up by my notes, pictures and
research and the notes, stories, legends, questions pictures and research of a considerable
number of people out there. If you are not seeing what you want to see or have a question re
Hof, drop a line, or better, write your own paragraph or two for inclusion. No failing grades
are ever issued. If you don't like to write but do like to talk, I will call you and we will put it
together on the phone! Topics can anything related to the Reunion Group, Hof or
Oberfranken and the people thereof.
The system is semi-redundant and if one of our computers goes down and is unable to
accomplish the mailing, there is another with a current address list in some other part of the
country that can take over on a temporary basis. Don't laugh. It's happened.

You should see your current issue late Tuesday night or Wednesday by noon,

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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problems and glitches aside. If a mailing does not arrive by Wednesday afternoon,
the first place to check is your spam filters. Filters have become more adaptive
lately and what gets thru today may get filtered out tomorrow. A note from you
will start the investigative process. If no mail is returned to me from your current
address then that is probably the problem and can usually be cured by making sure
that hofreunion@dejazzd.com is in your address book. More difficult problems
generally result in a call to the techies at your ISP. Occasionally an address will be
inadvertently changed or dropped. A short note should get things back in order
quickly. Do not assume there was no mailing. There almost always is.
And a reminder... in the next few weeks I will re-do the master email list, and if
your dues are not up to date, you will be dropped from the roster. If your updates
disappear and you are in fact current, please let us know and we will fix the
situation.

And a House-keeping note: The address on the forms
in the January newsletter are not quite correct. Please
use the address below.
Jerry Mangas
Secretary
Hof Reunion Association

This is also a reprint, but just in case we have added a member or two or somebody has
contacts outside the group...

Bill Okerlund writes...
I landed at Le Havre the day WW II ended and then served 11 months in the
European theater of operations with the 90th & 1st Division[don't know how come 2 Divisions] but that's what discharge papers
say--from April 1945 to being discharged in March 1946. I was the battery clerk in
Hof--the office was in somebody's big house we had taken over & we stayed in a
old school house.
I would be interesting if you could fine someone who was there--very unlikely
though--that was 65 years ago--a long time-Thanks-- Billbboker@sbcglobal.net

>From Jim Riggen - Board Advisor and past President
Good News, the Pony Express arrived yesterday and what
a great news letter. I think this is the best ever.
Keep up the good work
Jim Riggin

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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It has also arrived on the east coast and Phil Murray and Chuck
Wilson in CA have received theirs

January 2007 Hof Connection Newsletter:
Attention Hof Reunion Association members - On page 15 and 16 of the most recent newsletter, there was
a misprint/error on the address of the Hof Reunion Association. The correct address for the association
is: HOF Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd.
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
The addresses are correct on the website forms, however, in newsletter, the 2007 Tour Registration, Site
Selection Ballot for 2008, and Tee Shirt Order Form, it showed up as 6835 S. River Rd. My apology for not
catching this matter before the newsletter went to print.
There is a spelling error on the Site Selection Ballot for the 2008 Reunion. The newsletter has, "Please
submit your choice no later than March 1dt, 2007". It should read, "March 1st, 2007". Sorry for missing
that error during our editing.
Don Riverkamp, HRA President

Forwarded by Dewey Tweed...
I am so sorry to have to inform you that Gordy Allbritton passed away
today (23 Jan 07) at 4:33 p.m. at Beaumont Army Medical Center at Fort
Sam today. His wife, Monika, and son, Gordon Jr. were by his side.
I think there will be a service in Feb. There are several things
going on with the family right now, so Monika intends to have him
cremated and then there will be a service towards the middle of Feb.
at Fort Sam. Nothing is set yet, but will let us all know later this
week.
Hope to see most of you at brunch on Friday at Mary Jane's -- we can
share memories.
Appreciate your prayers for the family,
thanks, Cherri

JUST A REMINDER...
Considering the time of year, the fact that dues due-dates are coming up (Still
only $15.00 a year) I should include the address again.
Please be sure to indicate whether you want a hard copy, and a-copy or a
CD-copy of the roster on your paperwork when you send your check.

HOF REUNION ASSOCIATION
6855 SO. River Rd

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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Geneva, OH 44041-9348
440-466-5867
We would just like to remind you that if you are a FY6 on the present HRA Roster, your
dues expired on 12/31/06. The Executive Board would love to have our Hof family remain as
one of the best Air Force associations that are very active, annually meet at a location
chosen by the majority vote of our active association members by ballot yearly.
.
If you are not sure if you fall into this category, please contact either Don Riverkamp at
river1940@sbcglobal.net , Jerry Mangas, Secretary at hofreunion@dejazze.com ,or Joe
Kessler, hofreunion@adelphia.net

A correction...
Ref an earlier article on the C-130 Rivet Joint Memorial at NSA...
Sorry, but Claude Proctor supplied the Rivet Joint
article.
"As to the 152 intelligence specialists, from all
branches of the service, who died during the Cold
War," on a section wall inside one of the buildings
at NSA (not in the National Vigilance Park ), is a
memorial listing each name, service, date of loss,
and mission or location, as appropriate.
Phil Ruth
Correction to my input. I just checked the NSA
web site, and I count 153 names on the memorial.
But there are only ranks and names; no additional
information.
The names are too small to make them out. But, if
you click on the photo, it zooms in, so you can
read the names.
http://www.nsa.gov/gallery/photo/photo00054.jpg

((My original source was via Terry Sweeny
Sweeny. Ed))

You don't suppose all those AP's loose in Hof in September had
anything to do with this? Or will they just blame it on some poor
ex-Special Forces guy they led astray?
They really should get SOME credit!
Germans regain their thirst for beer

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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Beer consumption in Germany rose in 2006 for the first time in six years, mainly as a result
of the soccer World Cup and an unusually hot summer, provisional figures showed on
Tuesday.
The German Brewers Association said Germans drank an average of 117.8 liters (124.5
quarts) of beer last year, about the same quantity as 2003 and 2 percent more than 2005.
Beer consumption has been steadily declining in Germany since 1976 when consumption
in then West Germany was 151 liters (159.6 quarts) per head.
After unification in 1990 consumption dropped from 142 liters in 1992 to below 120 liters in
2003.
Last summer saw temperatures soar above 30 Celsius (86 Fahrenheit) for weeks on end in
June and July. The World Cup in Germany also led to an increased demand for beer by
soccer fans, the brewers association said.
April 23 is heralded by brewers across Germany as the Day of German Beer, as it was on
April 23, 1516, that the famous German Reinheitsgebot, or Purity Law, was first proclaimed.
Strictly adhered to by German brewers ever since, the original law stipulated that only
three ingredients -Wasser, Hopfen and Gerste (water, hops and malt barley) - could be
used to brew beer. Hefe, or yeast, was added later as a fourth ingredient, when yeast
production was introduced.
German brewers celebrate "the oldest food law in the world", as the brewers association
website states, with a variety of special events and festivals, from hot-air balloon rides to
tours of breweries, to get people to taste new brews or re-discover old classics.
Meanwhile the average price of a beer is going up in Germany, largely due to a global
shortage of malt barley - brewers are worried about a possible price hike of up to 100
percent for malt. (TWIG, dpa)
Credit for this note goes to.... ??? I lost the email.

Winter returns to Bavarian Siberia...

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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Received this from Brigitte in Minnesota. Picture of Hof from
yesterday. Does not look like 15" but it does look snowy and
COLD........
Bill Wiemann in Eppenreuth said they only got about 5" but more
forecast
for today and tomorrow.
DON Riverkamp

Hi Jerry,
I always look forward to receiving the Update. Thanks for including the Soviet poster -- brings
back memories of that time before the world tilted.
Do you know the source of this poster and whether copyright applies?
Thanks for keeping us up-to-date.
Claude Proctor
Georgetown, TX
For once I did not keep track of the source of that pic other than I found it somewhere on the
internet. I usually go to great extent to list the source or give credit to the source. Not that
time.

Re DD-214's...
Hi, Jerry. Just a comment about the article regarding getting ones
military records from St. Louis. I attempted to obtain copies of orders
I had received while at Hof, thinking that they might be useful in
tracking down ex-Hofers for the organization. What I received was
confirmation of my service records, DD214’s with raised seals, and
something else which I can’t recall without finding the packet they
sent. I said I was trying to reconstruct details of my military career. I
suggested a copy of my language aptitude tests, knowing that others
took it at the same time. The records center said that they do not
keep such data, but that my scores were on my first DD214. Sure
enough, there they were, but no other names with them. Getting your
records might be helpful for VA benefits and Social Security, but my
experience is that if you are looking for other people’s names, forget
it.

Shalom, y’all,
Fr. John Elledge, Ch, Col, USAF Retired

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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Former 20351-1, Baker Trick, 6915 RSM
1960-63

In days of old...
I was browsing through my old Air Force records the other day and came across my clothing issue receipt.
I had to chuckle at the prices of each
piece of clothing I was issued. The form is dated 23 Oct 1957. The total for all clothing was $209.44.
Since the scanned copy is hardly readable
here are a few prices.
Duffel Bag `
$3.40
Overcoat, Woll, Blue
32.00
Khaki Pants - 505 Tan
3.30
Shoes, Serivce, Black (Brogan) 5.75
Shoes, Oxford, Black
5.90
Undershirt, Cotton (Tee shirt)
.46
Drawers, Cotton
.45
Necktie, Blue Wool
.50
Oh, for the good old days.....
I thought you might like to share this with our fellow Hofers.
Regards and all the best in the New Year.
Charlie Farris
A side question on AF uniforms... what year were the Arctic Parks first delivered to Hof? And a side
question... Anybody know why the 2nd Cav troopers, who certainly spent MUCH more time out in
the winter that we did, did not have Arctic gear? Cold weather gear, yes, but was that enough? That
always struck me as strange... Not that I was going to share! Gene Yockey and I did a TDY to
Schneeberg and the ASA/Luftwaffe site there. The place was literally buried in 3 meters of snow
and they tunneled thru the drifts from quonset hut to quonset hut. But not a parka to be see except
ours, which as I recall, we did not take off the entire time we were there! ed.

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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hard to read in this reduced format. Anybody wanting a trip back in time, let me
know and I will supply a full sized version. Scary Stuff! ed.

Personnel Update Number: 278

as of

Change of Address Corrections
Name
Address
City
State
Sandifer, Marvin H.
1880 Sandifer Ln NE
Change of E-Mail Corrections
Name
Old E-mail Address
Cates, Charlie
(none)
Farrell, Jack D.
charles.farris@tx.rr.com
Harris, Harvey
mshp741r@charter.net
Krcma, Greg
gkrcma@lakefield.net
Laven, Paul
plaven@msn.com
Sleeper, Raymond
(none)
Unger, Loran
uloran@adelphia.net
Wallace, Jack
Jwallace@rcip.com

Date: 29-Jan-07

Zip Code
(Street name only)

New E-Mail Address
Telephone
gus15k@earthlink.net
pegsguy@comcast.net
mshp741r2@yahoo.com
santam@tm.net
palaven6614@yahoo.com
rsleeper@insight.rr.com
uloran@comcast.net
jackwallace02@comcast.net

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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Membership Renewals
Name
Roster Year E-Mail
Telephone
Foss, Thomas
2007 fossthomas@aol.com
Gallagher, Bruce
CD
2007 bruce.gallagher@verizon.net
Halsey, Barry
2007 barryhalsey@peoplepc.com
Hughes, Thomas
H
2007 jantohu@oasisol.com
Pogirnicki, Adam
2009 adelheid_adam@yahoo.com
Popovitch, Victor
2007 pegpop@sbcglobal.net
Rodamer, Robert
2008 rrodamer@sc.rr.com
Runkle, Leslie
2007 les845@earthlink.net
Schiebrel, Stephen
2007 Steveschiebrel@aol.com
Shriver, Lawrence
2007 mshriver6@yahoo.com
Sleeper, Raymond
2008 rsleeper@insight.rr.com
Tribble, Walter
2007 waltertribble@earthlink.net
Yates, Robert
2007 bwings@pamlico
New Members
Name
Roster Year City
Bender, Larry
2007 San Antonio

State E-Mail
Tx lbender@satx.rr.com

1/30/2007 10:15 PM
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Hof Connection Update # 279
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
02/07/2007
A formatting change has been made that should let you see the personnel section below as Joe Kessler actually
presents it. A test mailing says it will come thru with the correct appearance. Joe has put a lot of effor into his weekly
updatings!

The more things change...
If you lived or spent any time in Leupoldsgrün, then you might want to check this link and the little pictures across the
top of the page. The ones to the left are from 1994, the ones starting 4th from left are from 1962. Click one and then
click it again and find your old house or apartment! And the 1994 pics look more like a suburb of some small stateside
town than Gemeinde Leupoldsgrür! (Lipperts and Leupoldsgrün are now one incorporated area. )
http://www.leupoldsgruen.de/html/wissenswertes.html

We visited Biloxi...
by group vote in 2005 but you have NEVER heard a request from anybody that I know of to go back to Skytop, the
Defense Language Institute Eastern European Language School at Syracuse University! A quick look at the following from
1964 might give you an idea why. (Besides, some of you might think you want to go back there in the winter. Bavarian
Siberia didn't have a lot over Siberian Syracuse!

2/7/2007 9:56 PM
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The buildings to the left are WW I (or so the rumor said) barracks, which also served as HQ, a day room and a snack bar,
(the red building). Beyond that were The Office, several class rooms, an P-80 Shooting Star (out of sight) was ground
mounted between a couple of them, and further down and un-seen is the parking lot that used to house the missing M-7
barracks that burned to the ground in very short time, in the late 50's, I think, taking some of our friends with it when it
went. Other than the flag and the plane and the uniforms, the place looked more like a POW camp than a military base.
By 1963 or so one three story modern brick building had replaced some of the barracks and another was built shortly
after. The area was surrounded by Syracuse University's married student housing area , known as Fertility Flats, most of
it in buildings that looked just like these. Serious speed bumps saved the ever-present crumb snatchers and ankle biters
from the evil GI's as they drove in and out of the site. The water tower at Drumlins Golf Course is on the hill in the back
ground. There was a ski area off to the right, and tennis courts, owned and run by the University for its students. Which
theoretically included us. The infamous Mess Hall run by the University's so-called food service is invisible to the left.
They got my nomination for the worst food in the Air Force ! Although an excellent case has been presented by a member
for Da Nang Air Base to rightly hold that title!
Photo from CA.
Just for Comparison!

Photo from the Hof Yiddizer Jahresbuch 1946 by UNRRA
The Hof DP Camp barracks in 1946, built as temporary housing in 1935 for the Engineering Battalion, 42nd
Inf

Re "Laying the blame on the AP's"...
Regarding this from the newsletter about the Reinheitsgebot:
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Strictly adhered to by German brewers ever since, the original law stipulated that only three ingredients
-Wasser, Hopfen and Gerste (water, hops and malt barley) - could be used to brew beer. Hefe, or yeast,
was added later as a fourth ingredient, when yeast production was introduced.
"Strictly" is in the eye of the beholder. Weizenbier is typically 60 to 70 percent malted wheat, with the rest being malted
barley. Roggenbier is typically made with malted Rye, malted Wheat, and malted barley. The Germans seem to look the
other way on this point.
"Yeast" was always present in beer, even back in the 1500s. It's just that nobody knew that, back then. Eventually, the
scientists discovered that it was yeast that did the fermentation (although they never really figured out exactly what
yeast is - animal? vegetable?). Today, they can control the beer and make their recipes repeatable by using lab-cultured
yeasts rather than airborne yeasts.
The Belgians still make a beer, Lambic, that is fermented with airborne yeast (and bacteria). It is only made in and near
Brussels. But they are not even close to the German law, since they add many spices to most of their beers.
Regarding the beer-consumption increase, I did my part to help that increase, in September.
Steve Murphrey

A comment from
One of the Cops who helped lead that "SPECIAL FORCES" guy astray, Meeting and partying with him was one of the "HIGHLIGHTS"
of our trip to Hof and even though he was not a "HOFER" at that time he has become a CHERISED HOFER FRIEND who we look
forward to seeing again in Reno......

Mik (Tom Mikloiche)

And from the wife of the poor mis-led Special Forces trooper..
Hello Jerry,
I thought I pass on a comment from the poor(? right) ex-Special Forces guy that was so terribly led astray in Hof.
He swears "he only drank his allotted 6 gallons" while he was in Hof and he could not be blamed for the drastic increase
in Beer consumption that happened in Germany this past year. He swears he remembers nothing else past 6 Gallons,
which explains what happened Friday night, even if he doesn't remember.
Great job on the updates Jerry, I sure look forward to them
Rosie Queen

((He remembers Friday night allright. None of us are forgetting that! ed)
the "poor ex-Special Forces guy" is in the picture below, with his green beret not exactly squared away.
There are also two P's in equally poor shape, beret wise. Can you tell which is which?
(There are also two intel guys in that pic but they don't matter to the point of this particular story.)
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From the Headhunter, CA Russel...

I’m trying to build a database to narrow down the regions that all of our people came
from originally. All of our serial numbers tell something about us, i.e., mine is South
Florida, my AF serial number is AF1479xxxx, the “14” being the southeast U.S.,
including NC, SC, GA, AL, some of TN, etc.. The 3rd and 4th digits tell what
recruiting area you originally signed up in… that’s the information I need from you.
Please send me your information in the following format, (no name necessary). That’s
all I need, and it will greatly assist me
in tracking down our missing.
AF1479 MIAMI/FT. MYERS, FL (as an example)
AF1139 BOSTON, MASS
Just clik on my email addy to the right and enter that information, :
russca@bellsouth.net

Re Parks...
was in Hof in '58 and got a parka so I know they were available then.
Charlie Farris

re: Parkas
I arrived in Hof in December of 1963 and was not able
to get a parka from Supply. IIRC, that was the first
year they were issued. I suffered through that first
winter with a field jacket and liner, as did many
others. The next winter, I scored a parka, and a new
one at that. It sticks in my mind that the parka was
valued at $70. They were really slick, with the
wolf-fur snorkels.
John Dorsch

>From deepest darket memory I heard a story that at one time Parkas were taken away
from Hof and then returned. Anybody have any detail on that? ed

Received the followimg message from Mike Assenmacher.
via Chuck Wilson
FROM: mja1@voyager.net
I had a stress test last Friday and had a heart catherazation today and the news is not good.. I have one artery 100% blocked and 3
others at 80%. I am scheduled for quadruple heart bypass surgery on Friday morning. I will email you sometime in February when I
feel up to it. Regards, Mike

sent Mike a message wishing him well and promising to remember him in our prayers. He probably pretty scared right
now and would probably appreciate knowing that we're all in his corner. I talked to my son about this procedure and he
feels that the results are well worth risks. The whole procedure has evolved into a reasonably safe one with positive
results in nearly all cases. With the type of blockages he has, he is almost guaranteed a major improvement. But as I
said, he is probably worried and would appreciate any encouragement and especially knowing that we care.
Joe Kessler

REMINDER FOR RENO FORMS:
For all active members that have internet service, you are reminded that you can print out the registration form, tour form
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and tee shirt order form by going to our association website www.hofreunion.com and "click" on 2007 Reunion at left.
The forms are beginning to come in already and reservations are being made in Reno.
We will shortly start printing the names of all those that have registered on the weekly updates. If you don't see a name
there that should be, or would like to call your old friends and suggest that they sign up, please feel free. The more the
merrier as those who have attended past reunions know.

Also...
Ballot for 2008 Site Selection: February is a short month, and therefore, just a reminder to all active members of the Hof
Reunion Association on the ballot for choosing the site for the 2008 Hof Reunion. The deadline to vote for your choice of
either, Charleston, SC; Dayton, OH; Niagara Falls, NY; or the York, PA/Gettysburg Area is March 1, 2007. Please vote
for your choice by either mailing the form in the 2007 Hof Connection Newsletter, to the Hof Reunion Association, 6855
S. River Rd, Geneva, OH 44041-9348 OR emailing our adjutant at hofreunion@adelphia.net . The association would
like you all to vote for a location. Remember it's your choice, and the site with the majority of the votes, is where we will
be going in 2008. Thank you for taking the time to vote.
Don Riverkamp, HRA President

A Correction?
Just some speculation on the snow job in 278. Notes say it doesn't look like 15 inches but might be 5 inches or so? Since
6 inches is approximately 15 cm, there was probably a conversion of units without dividing by 2.54 conversion factor. I
think I remember this happening on one of the Mars shots and it hasn't been heard from since (maybe it made a new
crater on Mars or maybe it was converted to a star rover or is headed for some other STAR-TREK destination. Those
things do happen. Burr, cold and keep shoveling!!
Gary Schilling, Hillsdale MI now approaching 0 F;

Hi, Jerry, thanks for getting me on the list. Please delete the jwallace@rcip address - I changed
that a couple of years ago, which is probably why I haven't gotten anything lately. The comcast
address is current.
I mailed a check for the dues on Monday. I really want to attend the reunion in Reno, but my wife
just pointed out that it's on Labor Day weekend - and we sometimes attend a family reunion in
Kentucky that weekend. So I don 't know yet about Reno.
Thanks,
Jack Wallace
p.s. I just received an email from John Elledge - he got my name from the list.

Greetings Guys & Dolls,
Had a pleasant surprise last Friday! The tumor in my liver has shrunk from 53mm to 33mm, or about a third. My lungs
are clear and there are no other signs of Cancer (it deserves capitalization) anywhere else. Therefore, Chemo is over for
now. I am scheduled to have a liver resection on 3/22/07 and will have follow-up chemo after that, but I doubt that it
will be as often or as aggressive. This is good. Chemo is nasty.
I finally feel a little better myself relative to high hopes. Since July, I considered myself "Dead Man Walking", but now
am encouraged. My optimism is still cautious, but a little stronger. Actually, I'm over the moon on this but don't want to
jinx everything by crowing too loud.
The only downside so far is that I will use up all of my sick, personal and vacation leave this year and probably won't be
able to make the Reno Hof Reunion, but Denise and Hanna may go. In 2008, however, I should be back on track.
Thanks for all your good wishes and support. Hof in Bayern und Bryson in Pittsburgh, ganz oben!! (hoffentlich).
The Bear (Tom Bryson)

A new sister city for Hof...
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Auf dem Foto sind zu sehen (von links): OB Dr. Jan Svoboda, OB Dr. Harald Fichtner, Bürgermeister Michal
Pospíšil.
Those of you who made the pilgramage in September will recognize Dr Fichtner as our host at the Rathaus reception.
Hof and Cheb are now "sister ciity's" and the OB and Bürgermeister of Cheb presented the old Cheb city limits signs to Dr
Fichtner. They will be donated to the Fernweh Park Sign Forest . The German name for Cheb was Eger in times past.
If you didn't catch the name in a recent update, Klaus Beer, world traveling cinematographer and the originator pf the
Sign Park has joined the Reunion Association and is on the roster and the mailing lists!
Wilkommen Klaus!

http://www.fernweh-park.eu/eng/index.htm

Off Base but important?
Setting your Windows Ops systems up for the new Daylight Savings Time in March!
http://support.microsoft.com/gp/dst_overview
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“Journalism is popular, but it is popular mainly as fiction.
Life is one world, and life seen in the newspapers is another.”

~Gilbert Keith Chesterton
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Subject: Hof Connection Update 280
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 14 Feb 2007 13:59:51 -0500
To: Jerry <jmangas@dejazzd.com>, philm_hra@attwb.net, mhartjes@bellsouth.net, gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil,
palaven_6614@yahoo.com, tammybales@hotmail.com

Hof Connection Update # 280
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
02/14/07

RE: the weekly updates...
In the past couple of weeks, a group of members have spent a considerable amount of time assuring that the updates are
received by every paid up member with an email address. Black Holes at Charter and Cox and Comcast problems with
swallowing your emails have apparently been overcome, but others pop up here and there and from time to time. Other
ISP's block emails sent in BCC format and we have made accommodations for that for some. Hopefully that does not
become a widespread problem because NOBODY wants to see 300 email addys at a time on the header of their updates.
The updates are sent in 300 address block groups.
In response to queries from several members, the following statement should be made: The updates come out WEEKLY!
Except during Reunions when an advanced notice is issued, they are published every week. If there is an equipment or
phone failure here, other members can step into the breach and send out the update. We keep updated address lists at
several points all over the country as back-up to aid in emergency situations. If you do not find an update in your email by
Wednesday afternoon (Eastern time) then a short email to me will result in a re-transmittal. The problem generally lies at
your ISP and its Spam filters. You might also check your "Trash" or "Junk" files since some email local computer programs
will move mail from one to the other without your direction.
Another point: Several of us have spent MUCH time on what you see actually on your screen. These emails are formatted
for 1064 X 728 pixels, the most common screen size now in use (that will change sometime in the distant future
somewhere as new fancier monitors come on line). If your screen size is set to a larger or smaller format you are going to
see larger or smaller print. You can check your monitor under the display icon in Settings.
(Start/Settings/Display/Settings). Or you can try putting your cursor right in the middle of an email, left clicking once,
then holding down the <cntrl> key and hitting + or - (plus or minus keys) or if you have a wheel mouse, rolling the wheel
while holding down the <cntrl> key. The font size will change on many email programs including Outlook Express, Yahoo
and Thunderbird.
Your email program MUST be sent to receive HTML format or you will see the coding characters interspersed with the
regular text. If you find blank squares with no pics, there is a setting to allow receiving embedded pics that needs to be
changed. And as many of you already know, these things can change with no particular action by you. They just do.
Jerry Mangas
Secretary
Hof Reunion Association
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Re Skytop...
Skytop: Had to laugh when I saw the photo of Skytop at Syracuse. CZ9-9-59 enjoyed snowdrifts over the roof on those old prefab barracks.
When you opened the window to your room (carefully) all you could see was snow until the heat melted a hole in the drift. For this Georgia
boy, the Syracuse winter of 59/60 was great prep for Hof!
Parkas: I could have sworn we had them, or those long brown army coats with the zip in wool liners, during my 60-63 tour?

2/14/2007 6:22 PM

Hof Connection Update 280

2 of 4

Sam Wilson
C Flight

Correction... I stand corrected when I said that the new three story dorms at Skytop appeared after 1961-62. The
SECOND such dorm appeared after 61-62, but the old barracks continued to be used in at least 1964, if not later. ed.
Information for Members Attending Reno Reunion:
The Eldorado Hotel/Casino has complimentary airport shuttle transportation between the Reno Airport and it's property. The shuttle takes
about 10-15 minutes from airport to hotel depending on traffic. The shuttle runs daily between 6AM and Midnight. Between the hours of 9AM
and 5PM, the shuttle runs every half hour. The hours before 9AM, and after 5PM, the shuttle runs at the top of the hour.
Also if you are driving to the reunion, the Eldorado provides complimentary self-parking in their garage, and complimentary valet parking.

And a reminder to NOT FORGET to vote for the location of the 2008 Reunion. Please indicate your
preference even if you plan to attend "no matter where"!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our fame is spreading world wide...
Or so it would seem... even into deepest Africa... Mr Taylor would like us to hold his $38 Million until he can successfully leave Liberia.
Hmmmmm.
//snip// I know you might be wondering how I got to know your name and email
address. I got it from the presidential library of the government of
Liberia. My name is George Taylor, the immediate younger brother to
former President Charles Taylor of the country of Liberia.
I am a medical Doctor by profession. Until the civil war in Liberia,I
was the Chief medical director at the government house specialist
hospital in Monrovia. //snip//

Or not....
CONGRATULATIONS!
Your £1.5 Million Pounds winning International certified cheque is insured to your winning email, and
shall follow up with your name as soon as we receive the requested details which shall later our
Affiliate Courier company for prompt delivery to your postal address.
Due to the mix up of some numbers, we ask that you to keep this award strictly from public notice until
you receive your winning. This is part of our security protocol to avoid double claiming or
unscrupulous acts by participants of this program. //snip//

Bad news from USAEUR!
>From Stars & Stripes-Europe

The Beer No Longer Flows for Soldiers in Europe
The U.S. Army in Europe, hard-pressed for cash these days, has canceled all "welcome home" celebrations for units returning from
deployment through this fiscal year, ending the tradition of free food, rides and other community festivities for returning soldiers and their
families, Stars and Stripes reported Friday.
Installation Management Command-Europe Director Russell Hall, in a Dec. 19 memo, said Army leaders in Europe had discontinued the
events until the end of the fiscal year on Sept. 30.
The Army will still have formal welcome ceremonies at the bases in Europe, with soldiers marching in formation and the colors unfurled.
But Uncle Sam is no longer going to host celebrations with free food, beer and big-name entertainment. It could not be determined how
much would be saved by canceling these events, Stars and Stripes reported. Also unclear how Congress and the administration could allow
this to happen.
Via Mike Helfert
who also wrote....
Jeez, maybe they could save enough to fund an additional CRN?
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I don't remember the USAF ever buying me a beer, or even a particularly good time
when I came back fm Peshawar & Kabul many moons ago.
Now Hof/Saale? Well, that was civilized!
Mike

European Hurricanes...
Bill Wiemann sent me an email from Eppenreuth today, and told me that the German newspapers reported an estimate of over 60
million trees blow down during the hurricane in January. That's a bunch of firewood.....
Don Riverkamp
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Also courtesy of Don Riverkamp... a power-point presentation way too long for this update but it includes the
following clip and some mind-boggling Schnitzels and Wurst and Burgers. And really decent prices! (contact Don
directly for this file! river1940@sbcglobal.net ):
When feeling very hungry, you should pay restaurant Waldgeist in Hofheim a visit.

They will serve you the biggest Schnitzel.
The plates in the following pictures are the size of a pizza-plate (!). This all for very affordable prices.
Every table has rolls of alu-foil, ready to be used. Those that have to use the alu-foil are considered cowards.
Drinks are, unless otheriwse ordered, served in 2-litre glasses and their bestseller is “Der Bembel des Todes” a 5-litre glass filled
with Bacardi-Cola for only 35 Euro.

Described as a pot-bellied jug or vessel... "Der Bembel ist ein dickbäuchiges Gefäß"...
(and no, I don't think I could handle one anymore!
Not that I ever could!
And if I ate too often at that restaurant, I would look like a Bembel! ed.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Two brand new finds from the 606th, not yet listed on the weekly personnel update....
Robert B. Thornhill , wife Cindy
200 S. Capitol Pkwy
Montgomery, AL 36107-1806
334-263-4562
robthornhill@charter.net
James W. Bart, wife Betty
PO Box 78
Belsano, PA 15922
814-749-0695
jwb2492@comcast.net
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Way off base....
Hof Reunion gets more than it's share of pfishing and scam and spam as can be seen up above, because the address is posted publicly on
the Internet, but the following is a new version of the same thing... and a little less money than the several million Euros normally
procmised! Less than a million anything and I can't be bothered! ed
How are you doing today i hope all is fine with you? Once again,I wish
to inform you that I concluded this transaction suscessfully with an
Germany lady and I am currently residing in Germany with my family. I
want to inform you I would like to compensate you with the sum of
US$800,000.00 for your efforts in trying to assist me with this
transaction but later it did not work out between us.
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Hof Connection Update #281
2/20-2007

www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Good news!
Hi, Jerry
Not sure who's in the loop or in contact w/Walt Grill, our ex-squid
ditty-bop on Charlie Flight, but he told me a while back he was being
scheduled for surgery resulting from a cancer diagnosis of some sort.
Wasn't sure when he was going in, but the following note clears that up.
Dean Reed
+++++++++++++++++++++++
From Walt: grillw@bellsouth.net [mailto:grillw@bellsouth.net]
This is Walt's wife, Lois, writing this note.
Walt came through surgery just fine. It took a little longer than expected.
We won't have all the results of all the tests for a couple of days but the
Doctor was very positive about the outcome and that all is going well.
Walt is resting well. He is in Room 625 at St. Francis Hospital Downtown.
The doctor first indicated that this will be a 3 day stay in the hospital,
so hopefully I will get to bring him home either Sunday or Monday.
Thank you for your prayers.
Lois Grill
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++
May be of interest, FYI:
Air Force Enlisted Village Earns 4-Star Rating
The Air Force Enlisted Village at Fort Walton Beach, Fla., recently
received the highest rating possible from an online service that rates
charities on their ability to efficiently manage and grow their finances.
The four-star rating indicates the Air Force Enlisted Village outperforms
the majority of nonprofit charities in America with respect to fiscal
responsibility, said Trent Stamp, the executive director of Charity Navigator.
Less than 25 percent of the more than 5,000 charities that Charity Navigator
evaluates receive the top rating of four stars.
The Air Force Enlisted Village provides a home for the widows of enlisted military
service members at three sites in the Fort Walton area -Bob Hope Village, Teresa Village and Hawthorn House.
Widows and widowers of enlisted service members are eligible for
residence as are dependent parents of active duty and retired
Air Force enlisted members. ###
Forwarded by Richard Holden
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
And a lot more from Skytop!
John Frivance wrote:
Jerry,
The picture of Skytop in Update #279 sparked a memory or two of my time there in 1962. I
was passing through Syracuse 30 years
later (the summer of 1992) and just had to see how Skytop had fared over the years. Amazingly, I
didn’t have all that much trouble finding
the place - some 30-year-old neurons fired up and guided me there. I took some pictures during that
1992 visit that some Hof Reunion
Association members might be interested (or not) in seeing. . This shows the two new! brick barracks
(now holding married students, I guess).
My class was part of the initial group to move from the old barracks into the first of the new barracks
in the spring/summer of 1962.
The building on the right is the infamous Syracuse University Mess Hall. I wonder whether there have
been any more changes in the past15 years. Any
ex-Hofers been there recently?
John Frivance
Hof 1963-65
Skytop 1992
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And old pics from Mike Becker(D)...

To supply some further information for those who were never privy to living the Vida Loca in the
M-Series Syracuse dorms which looked just like these classrooms, those windows were completely
removable, functioned as well as fire-escapes and as has been mentioned, when the snow drifts
covered the windows, you opened your escape hatch and stuck your UC, or Genny or Blue beer bottles
right into the snow for quick cooling. Legal drinking age in NY in those days was 18! Good prep for
Hof! The mess when the snow finally melted in the spring was amazing!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
MEMBERS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS PLANNING ON ATTENDING RENO REUNION:
Just a note to remind all personnel planning on attending the HRA Reno Reunion this
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coming September. The "THEME" for the luncheon buffet on Tuesday afternoon,
September 4th will be "The 50's and 60's". Casual dress, 50's-60's dress, Hof Reunion
Tee Shirts, or whatever one prefers to wear that afternoon. Besides the luncheon buffet
consisting of Garden Salad, Veggie Relish Tray, Marinated Tomato & Cucumber Salad,
Fresh Fruit Salad, Swiss Steak in Brew Brothers Beer Sauce, Breast of Chicken La
Strada, Bratwurst & Sauerkraut, Meat Ravioli with Sauce Bolognese, Mushroom Ravioli
with Porcini Crème Sauce, Fresh Mashed Potatoes, Sautéed Garden Vegetables, Oven
Fresh Breads and Rolls, and then desert choices of Homemade Apple Pie, Chocolate
Mousse Pie, Custard Pie w/Fruit, White Chocolate Cheese Cake with Raspberry Sauce,
and Great American Chocolate Cake, there will be Certificates of Appreciation awarded,
Door Prizes, Possible Live Auction of a few Member Donated Gifts, Entertainment, and
Cash Bar for those wanting to indulge. Of course there will be free Eldorado regular
and decaffeinated coffee, water, and Iced Tea. We are hoping to enough fun to keep us
going until around 6PM, SO, be ready to have a good meal, few drinks, and loads of fun.
Don Riverkamp HRA President
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
How to really hurt a guy...
Jerry,
I've been reading my email while tasting the first mugs of the Oktoberfestbier I made in November
(lagering takes time, but it is worth the
wait). I was enjoying estimating just how good it is, and whether it is actually the best I've ever
tastes, when I got down to the attached
article. Now I am feeling guilty about being able to enjoy something that is so wonderful (and costs
almost nothing). I intend to send a
complaint to my representatives in congress (after the effects of my Oktoberfestbier wear off, of
course).
Steve Murphey
Original in Stars and Stripes....
"The Beer No Longer Flows for Soldiers in Europe
The U.S. Army in Europe, hard-pressed for cash these days, has canceled all "welcome home"
celebrations for units returning from
deployment through this fiscal year, ending the tradition of free food, rides and other community
festivities for returning soldiers and their
families, Stars and Stripes reported Friday.
Installation Management Command-Europe Director Russell Hall, in a Dec. 19 memo, said Army leaders
in Europe had discontinued the
events until the end of the fiscal year on Sept. 30.
The Army will still have formal welcome ceremonies at the bases in Europe, with soldiers marching in
formation and the colors unfurled.
But Uncle Sam is no longer going to host celebrations with free food, beer and big-name
entertainment. It could not be determined how
much would be saved by canceling these events, Stars and Stripes reported. Also unclear how
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Congress and the administration could allow
this to happen."
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A general note to all....
Update #280 was blocked as SPAM to all Charter members and some others. They are still working on
a solution to their problem. But in my
follow-up message to our charter.net members I suggested the possiblity of an MSN or hotemail
address since they had never been a
problem and added that Gmail was also a possiblity.
However a coment re Gmail in our local Sunday paper causes me to retract the Gmail suggestion since
the paper stated that Google reads
your email content and tailors their ads to the content of your emails. I do not normally have much
faith in the accuracy of this paper so
Caveat Lector!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Tom Mikloiche wants to know...
If anybody remembers the name of the guy that ran the Base switchboard in the later 60's (65-68?)?
Respond to Tom at tmik@cox.net
Tom reports that his updates are getting thru again, but ending up in his Spam folder instead of his
regular mailbox!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Joe Dernoga rides the Way-Back Machine...
On this Tuesday evening, I have been sitting in my favorite wheelchair, sipping my favorite beverage,
looking out my window at my
favorite river. I've been looking at my less than favorite weather, lots of snow and ice. Anyone of you
who lives in the Northeast knows what
I am talking about.
Observing the scene, my thoughts went back to my first day in Hof. I would think that any of you who
are reading this remembers that first
day in Hof. I am absolutely, positively, guaranteed sure, that if you arrived in the winter, you could not
possibly forget it.
There were a lot of things I didn't know back then. I've later found out that some stories were true,
some were not, and some were partially
true, ( or false, depending if your beer glass is half full or half empty ).
I didn't realize that when they switched engines at Wurtzburg from electric to steam, that it was
because only the steam engine could pull
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the heavy load up the constant increasing altitude.
I didn't realize that the Army guys from the 2nd Armored Cavalry that I met on the train, were BSing
me when they said the Russians had an
atomic cannon pointed at Hof. They would use it to clear a path so that every tank the Russians ever
made would roll over Hof on their way
to take Europe. I later found out what a bunch of BS that was, since they did not have an atomic
cannon and only half of the Russian tanks
would roll through.
Anyhow, I don't remember much about that first night in Hof. I do remember the next day as I
looked out at the grey stone buildings under
a grey, snowy sky. I remember thinking to myself, the same phrase that I had heard from the
neighborhood people, when the FBI was
conducting my Top Secret Crypto background security clearance. The word around the neighborhood
was, “What has little Joey done
now”.
This time I was little Joey and I was thinking that little Joey had made a big mistake.
After a few days of misery, my roommate offered to take me DOWNTOWN. I believe his name was
Mike Ramsey, a comm. center operator.
I found out later that he needed me to entertain his girl friend’s friend ( extra baggage and all that ).
The two girls would come in from the 5K
zone on the train. He took me to the ERIKA BAR!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
At that time in my life, I was relatively afraid of females ( strange creatures !) and I did not drink
much. I quickly found out that the BIER
was good and the girls were friendly and THE REST IS HISTORY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
JoeD
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Riding the same machine....
I remember the first night I got to Hof, actually getting there only because I was traveling with an NSA
classmate, Dan Lovick, who spoke
excellent German, having already done one tour in Zweibrücken. I was jet-lagged to or beyond the
point of stupid and without Dan I would
have ended up in Prague somewhere. Or Dresden. I remember getting to Hof, with the train running
backward for the last part of the ride,
looking at the phone in the Bahnhof and thinking correctly that I didn't have a clue how to use it, or a
coin. I think there was a number there
to call? But Dan got us into a cab, and I remember riding up the street (Kulmbacher Strasse, I guess)
through the late January evening
snowfall, looking at all the snow and the ruts in the un-plowed road and thinking... "Oh my... What
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have I done?" And discovering right
away that low-quarters were not worth a damn in the Hofer snow!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
And another from Mike Becker

Feb. 1965... 41 years ago this month! Long time passing.... Long time ago....

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++=+
First list for Reno....
LIST OF RENO REGISTRATIONS
AS OF FEBRUARY 18TH, 2007
CHUCK BABCOCK, FREDDY & HELGA BALES, JIM & GERT BERRY, DALLAS & SUE
CHURCHILL, BILL & MARCIA COMBS, JOHN &
SUE FONTES, MEL & ILSE HAMILL, BARRY & CARMEN HIBBARD, ROBERT & HANNA
HOERATH, DAN & SON RICK HOLDEN,
GREG & SANDY KRCMA, JERRY & HILDE MIDDENDORF & GUESTS LISBETH SEIGFRIED &
KAETHE URBAN, ERNIE MORIN, STEVE
& DONNA MURPHREY, DAVID & KARIN NATALIE, CLAUDE & SUSANNE NIEBUHR, HEIDE &
LARRY PRINCE, DON RIVERKAMP,
LOU & FERN ROCHA, PHIL & ROSALIE RUTH, BOB & CHRISTA SIKES, GRANT & DONA
SORENSON, JAY STEGER, STU & MARCEY
STURDEVANT, BILL & EDIE WARD.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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SITE SELECTION BALLOT FOR 2008 HOF REUNION
Please vote for one of the following sites for our 2008 Hof Reunion location. Mail your choice to the
following address:
Hof Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
OR Email your choice to our Adjutant, just copy/paste the following section nd send it to Joe Kessler,
at:
hofreunion@adelphia.net
Deadline for voting has been extended to March 17th, 2007. The extension was deemed necessary
since as of February 18th, 2007, only 59 votes have been received from our membership. Remember
the site with the majority of votes will be where we will meet in 2008. It is all up to you members, SO
PLEASE VOTE. even though you intend to go where ever we hold it! THANKS!
______ Charleston, SC

_______ Dayton, OH

______ Niagara Falls, NY

_______ York PA (Gettysburg/DC/Baltimore Area)

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A reminder....
If you are not sure of your dues status, a quick note to hofreunion@dejazzd.com or
hofreunion@adelphia.net will get you up to date. Dues are due the first of the year!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Hof Connection Update #282
www.hofreunion.com
02.28.2007

Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
________________________
Several have asked....
About missing pictures in their updates when they use Outlook...
Here is the answer, or one answer from Microsoft! This one applies to XP with SP2 installed which sets blocking to automatic. Presumably
variants work the same.

Manual steps to enable Internet images in Outlook Express
To manually work around this behavior, turn off the Block images and other external content in HTML e-mail option. To do this,
follow these steps.
Warning The Block images and other external content in HTML e-mail option is a security feature that has been included in
Windows XP SP2 to protect your computer against junk e-mail (spam). We recommend that you do not turn off this option.
1. Click Start, point to Programs, and then click Outlook Express.
2. On the Tools menu, click Options, and then click the Security tab.
3. Click to clear the Block images and other external content in HTML e-mail check box.
4. Click OK.

And the headhunters strike again!
I just got off the phone with "Howie" and told him
about all of our activities. Howie was not only
in Hof, but was also in the original 6913th in
Bremerhaven, the 6913th in Rimbach, and the 6913th
when it moved to Augsburg. He was also in the
6912th in Berlin. Of course, he had other assignments,
too. Please send him all appropriate paperwork.
Howard is the same person as the Howard M. Stewart
in the roster. I know this because the AFSN
FR187220840 in the roster is the same as that in
the signature block of my APRs that he wrote.
Phil Ruth
Howard E. Stewart, Jr. - wife Stefanie - 6915th - 69
3034 Savoy Dr.
Melbourne, FL 32940-6658
321-504-9749
howardstew@aol.com

2/27/2007 11:45 PM
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And From the Mik....
The newsletter just came out with my "DO YOU
REMEMBER QUESTION "and SWOOSH - Helga Haese responded with a list of just
about everybody she remembered that worked in the building and after ONE EXTRA
QUESTION she remembered the EXACT PERSON I was looking for !!!! Talk about
fast !! HA, not so hard at all - I then sent an email to our SUPER
SLEUTH C.A. Russell who responed in about 1 minute with a HOME PHONE
NUMBER and ADDRESS !!! and he wasn't even listed on the roster !!!! It
works folks, if there is someone you want info on ASK THE
MASSES.

Tom Mikloiche

And Klaus Beer and the Fernvehpark make the National News in Germany...
Klaus has installed a "Star" in the walk in front of the Park! The referenced clip is entirely in German but it does give you a good glimpse
of the Park!
The new link: http://www.axel-weiss.net/sandbox/klausb/brisant_23-02-2007.wmv

More on Skytop....
Jerry,

After hearing from Len Montie, who was in the -E class ahead of ours, and with input from two of my classmates ( Bob Livesey and Pat
Fisher) I realize that I was in error about being "part of the initial group to move from the old barracks into the first of the new barracks in
the spring/summer of 1962." The brick barracks next to the mess hall had been there well before I arrived (at least since mid-1961). My
class moved from the old barracks into ONE of the brick ones in mid-1962; whether that was a newly-completed second barracks or the
older one (Bob thinks it was the older one), at this point I don't know. Maybe the photo in the newsletter will spark a memory in someone
less brain-damaged than me and they will write in with the correct dates for the brick barracks being built.
Regards,
John
Ben Baker wrote:

I had just arrived along with many others at Skytop in January1959 and was living in one of
those Quonset Huts. Soon after arriving, my roommate Ken Avery (from Boston) and I were
awakened during the middle of the night by guys from adjoining barracks shouting and
throwing rocks at our windows. Thank God for them. We quickly realized the whole building
was in flames and an attempt to get out of the room door was futile. A recent letter in the Hof
Connection #281 mentioned that the windows could be removed. I stood there patiently
unfastening the little catches around the window frame, then took it out and carefully laid it on
the bunk, all the while the flames raging just outside our door. What an idiot! A chair through
the window would have been much faster. We were very fortunate to be able to jump out into
the snow unharmed. Seven died and several others spent long hospital time, including my
friend Ed Balliet (Jim Thorpe, PA).
It is interesting to see the more recent photos from Skytop – quite a difference.

Ben Baker
Initial travel hints for Reno
I'm up at Dave Dicksons for the outhouse races but just got the NEW THRIFTY RENTAL CAR DISCOUNT RATES I have been working
on for those members that want to rent a car in RENO. The rental codes are as follows HOF1 for anyone under 55 at the time of rental
and HOF2 for all us senior citizens (EXTRA 10% DISCOUNT INCLUDED). The rates include ALL TAXES and charges and are
substantially under the regular rates. These rates WILL BE VALID FOR 2 WEEKS BEFORE and 2 WEEKS AFTER the Reunion dates for
anyone who will be touring the area before or after the event...
Tom Mikloiche (Chief Finder of Travel Value for old Hofer's)

And More on Reno Travel....
Here are two write-ups about the tours in Reno that we might want to put in one of the upcoming weekly updates. The earlier the better. They could help
members decide which tours and if they want to go, or stay in hotel and GAMBLE......
DON RIVERKAMP
RENO/VIRGINIA CITY TOUR - TUESDAY, SEP 4, 2007:
Tour #1 departs the Eldorado Hotel at 7:45AM and returns to hotel at 12:45PM. We will tour the University of Nevada, downtown Reno, the Reno Arch,
Truckee River, Casinos, and one Park(Photo Stop). Then onto South Reno residential areas, divorcee ranches, estates in valley and along the way,
another Photo Stop. We will then climb up Highway 341 to Virginia City, arriving around 10AM with a stop along the way at a photographic lookout. We
will have approximately two(2) hours in Virginia City to visit museums, one mansion, and unique shops. We will drive by the museums and the one
mansion, however, if individuals want to actually visit them, there will be time during the two hours in Virginia City. There is a minimum charge of around
$3 per person which is not included in the tour price to go inside the museums and/or mansion. Virginia City is considered the Queen of the Comstock,
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the Richest Place on Earth, Sister City to San Francisco, the city that that rebuilt San Francisco, financed the Civil War, brought Nevada into the Union,
and spawned a whole new world of mining millionaires. For 20 years, roughly 1860-1880, Virginia City was perhaps the most exciting city in the West.
On "C" Street, the main street, you can see a downtown rebuilt within months of the Great Fire of 1875 when Virginia City was at its height. Saloons and
gambling halls are still there, many with their original store fronts and interior fixtures. Other stores are now gift shops and restaurants. If individuals
want, a ride on the V & T Railroad (not included in price of tour). Tickets for the train ride which takes you on a leisurely 35 minute round trip ride to the
historic station at Gold Hill and the conductor gives a narration of the many historic sights you will view from the train. Tickets are approximately $6 for
the round trip and can be purchased at the departure location at Washington and "F" Streets. The buses will depart Virginia City at "HIGH NOON"
SHARP. *Note: Virginia City is at an elevation of 6200', with cool mornings and warm middays. We advise participants to carry bottled water with them
because it is a Dry Climate.

LAKE TAHOE/EMERALD BAY/CARSON CITY TOUR - WEDNESDAY, SEP 5, 2007:
Tour #2 departs the Eldorado Hotel at 8AM and returns to hotel at 5PM. We will proceed west on I80 through historic Truckee, California, see Squaw
Valley, Donner Party Memorial(photo stop), and arrive in Tahoe City at approximately 9:30AM. There we will drive by Fanny Bridge, and the Gate
Keeper's Museum(photo stop). We will then proceed on the West Shore of Tahoe and at Emerald Bay Vista Point(photo stop). We will proceed on to
Stateline, South Lake Tahoe where you will have three(3) hours of freetime for lunch(Dutch Treat), shopping, gambling, or if you wish, take the Gondola
Scenic Ride(not included in tour price). The price of the Gondola ride range from $15 to $24 depending upon your age(Seniors are $22). We will depart
South Lake Tahoe at approximately 3PM (you will be given exact time when we arrive in S. Lake Tahoe), and then head to Carson City. In Carson City,
we will sightsee the Historic District, and drive by the Governors Mansion. We will return to Reno via Hwy 50 and 395 through the Washoe Valley.
*Note: Tahoe is also at an elevation of 6200', with cool mornings and warm middays. We again advise participants to carry bottled water with them
because of the Dry Climate.

And on the Air Force Enlisted Village....
All association members can read about the Air Force Enlisted Village at their website www.afenlistedwidows.org .

Air Force Enlisted Village - HRA's Brick
Below is the picture of the HOF Reunion Association's permanent brick located in the Garden of Hope at the Bob Hope Village, 92 Sunset Lane,
Shalimar, Florida. First photo is close-up of our brick, and the second photo is from one of the benches, showing how the bricks encircle the Angel of
Hope.

A final Flyby....
We just wanted to send out a quick note to everyone in Gordon’s e-mail address book to let you know that Gordon died January 23, 2007 at Brooke
Army Medical Center (BAMC). He entered the hospital on January 5, 2007 to get his kidney problems under control in preparation for a possible foot
amputation (complications from diabetes). Unfortunately, he suffered a heart attack that night and was put on a breathing tube and feeding tube. He
ultimately lost his battle with all of his health problems. He was cremated at the Schertz Funeral Home. We are tentatively planning to have him
interred into Fort Sam Houston Cemetery on April 16, 2007 with his full military honors.
You can visit the obituary and Guest Book at http://www.schertzfuneralhome.com
Gordon's brother, Bob Snare, had a service in IL, here is a link to the Peoria Journal Star obituary with a picture.
http://www.legacy.com/Link.asp?I=LS000086222673X
In lieu of flowers, please make any memorial contributions in Gordon’s name to:
BAMC Fisher House
Attn: Management
3623 George C. Beach Road
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Fort Sam Houston, Texas 78234
Please delete Gordon's email address -- Monika doesn't use the computer, so it will be turned off soon.
Monika's Address is: Mrs. Monika Allbritton
12914 Reveille
San Antonio TX 78233-2597

Photo by Mike Becker (D)

And another...
To update your roster, I just found out that TSGT Francis Christian who ran the recreational services office, and was thus well known to a
lot of us, in Hof (6915) from the early 60's to 1965 died in York, Me on Feb. 2, 2007.
Sincerely.
Richard Learned
rflearned@earthlink.net
www.learnedmarinesurvey.com

Member Claude Proctor writes a very interesting series....
and just a taste of his latest follows below. If you would like to see or hear more of what Claude has to say, write
him at
proctorc@att.net

COLD WAR 2.0
The spring thaw approaches and the bear begins to stir once again,
growl, and stretch its massive physique as it seeks to satisfy its appetite
after the long winter sleep.

Russia is not ready to be swept into the dustbin of history. Not
while the Janus-faced autocrat Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin vigorously
promotes Russia’s new role as a rapidly re-emerging formidable player in the
international political game. Emboldened by the growing consumer demand for
Russia’s enormous oil and natural gas resources, we are witnessing a suddenly
revitalized post-Soviet state that has begun to light up the screens in a number
of world capitals.
Intelligence agencies and think tanks are once again
reassessing their predictions and projections for a country that is notorious for
its mercurial behavior.

And from the Wayback Machine.....
From Jerry Middendorf.... From Lackland AFB, July 1961!
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Did we all look like candidates for a Mad Max Thunderdome
movie? Sage green fatigues and pith helmets ed
Personnel update from the Adjutant...
Update Number:

282

Date: 25-Feb-07

Change of Address Corrections
Name
Frost, Jim
Rosenberg, Barry
Row, E T
Sartain, Roy

Address
133 Pin Oak Ct
11590 Shipwatch Dr #348

City

State
SC
FL

Easley
Largo

Zip Code
29642
33774
89134-7549
78642-4782

Change of E-Mail Corrections
Name
Frost, Jim
Lehn, Clarence
Rosenberg, Barry
Tate, Gene

Old E-mail Address
judyandjimfrost@nctv.com

New E-Mail Address
judyandjimfrost@charter.net

hitchhikerretired@peoplepc.com hitchhikerretired@hotmail.com
bdrosenberg@cox.net
bdrosenberg@tampabay.rr.com
genetate@sunbest.net

Telephone
864-704-6754
727-213-0299

genetate@earth-comm.com

Membership Renewals
Name

Roster

Adams, Jonnie K
Baldwin, Billy
Bienko, John
Cann, Larry
Coccio, Alan
Ohare, Richard
Standfield, Jerry
Way, Tresslar
Wilson, David

CD
H
E
H
CD
H

Year
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007
2007

E-Mail
JKASR36@aol.com
bald1@bellsouth.net
jwbienko@aol.com
bumpa40@charter.net
boston@erols.com
onagle@mindspring.com
jerrywstanfield@gmail.com
webeebad@sbcglobal.net
heyjudew@hotmail.com

Telephone

New Members
Name
Ormiston, Alvin

Roster
CD

Year
2007

City
Titusville

State
E-Mail
FL lilalinfla@earthlink.net
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Hof Connection Update #283
3/7/2007
www.Hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
________________________________________________________

A Memory from Miles Nelson, originally posted Wayback in
Connection Update #78
________________________________________________
I am forwarding a copy of a slightly paraphrased letter sent out by
"Buddies" ahead of our return from Hof. I found this letter in a
scrapbook my Mother kept, when my siblings and I were going through
family memorabilia. How many of you remember this letter?
Miles "Mickey" Nelson

HOF AIR STATION
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
HOF, WEST GERMANY
SUBJECT: DEPARTURE OF AIRMAN FROM THIS APO FOR THE U.S.A.

TO: IMMEDIATE RELATIVES AND CLOSELY ASSOCIATED FRIENDS
RANK: A/2C NAME: NELSON, MILES W.
DEAR FRIEND(S), GREETINGS,
DO NOT BE ALARMED ABOUT ANY STRANGE BEHAVIOR, HABITS, OR
UNEXPLAINABLE TENSIONS OF THE ABOVE NAMED AIRMAN. HE HAS, IF
YOU WILL PARDON THE CRUDE EXPRESSION, "BEEN THROUGH HELL". IT
WILL TAKE TIME FOR HIM TO ADJUST TO HIS NEW WAY OF LIFE.
THE FOLLOWING ARE A FEW THING THAT YOU SHOULD EXPECT OF HIM,
AND ALSO A BRIEF EXPLANATION AS THE REASON FOR THEM. A FULL
EXPLANATION IS IMPOSSIBLE, UNLESS YOU HAVE ACTUALLY LIVED WITH
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THE PEOPLE COMMONLY KNOWN AS "RADS", OR BEEN THROUGH HELL
BEFORE.
1. THIS AIRMAN WILL SWEAR FLUENTLY, IN FACT, QUITE EXPERTLY. KEEP
HIM AWAY FROM ALL CHURCHES FOR A PERIOD OF AT LEAST TWO MONTHS.
2. BE CONSIDERATE IF AT FIRST HE IS TOO SHY TO SPEAK. HE WILL
PROBABLY BE CONFUSED FROM HEARING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
SPOKEN SO WELL AND REFINED. HIS VOCABULARY WILL BE A LOT
DIFFERENT FROM WHEN HE DEPARTED. WHEN HE DOES SPEAK OR UTTER
SOME UNINTELLIGIBLE WORD, BE CONSIDERATE AND TRY TO REFRAIN
FROM LAUGHING. HIS VOCABULARY WILL CONSIST OF: WHATEVER ENGLISH
HE REMEMBERS, HOFERISH, VARIOUS DIALECTS OF JAPANESE, FILIPINO,
AND TURKISH, (ACQUIRED FROM HIS FRIENDS WHO HAVE BEEN
STATIONED AT THESE PLACES), AND A FAMILIARITY WITH THE BASIC
LANGUAGE OF GERMANY, THE LANGUAGE KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE AIR
FORCE AS "G I GERMAN". HE WILL ALSO HAVE ACQUIRED MANY OTHER
LANGUAGES DUE TO HIS INTIMATE RELATIONS WITH THE BLACK MARKET
AND LOCAL CITIZENS. THIS CONDITION SHOULD CLEAR UP WITH TIME.
3. REMEMBER HE WILL HAVE A CRAVING FOR MANY THINGS. THE LEAST OF
THESE WILL BE CANNED FOODS. HAVE PLENTY OF FRESH MEATS ON HAND,
AND BE SURE TO KEEP A CLOSE EYE ON HIM, OR HE WILL TRY AND HIDE
SOME OF IT, THINKING THERE WILL BE NO MORE AVAILABLE.
4. DO NOT, REPEAT, DO NOT PREPARE HIS MEALS AT 0630, 1100, OR 1545
LOCAL TIME. HE WILL BECOME VIOLENT IF YOU DO.
5. IT WOULD BE WELL FOR ALL CONCERNED TO TURN OFF ALL YOUR HOT
WATER HEATERS. HE IS NOT USED TO HOT WATER AND MAY HURT HIMSELF
AND EMBARRASS YOU AND THE PEOPLE WITHIN ONE BLOCK OF YOUR
HOME.
6. REMOVE ALL FURNITURE, AND FURNISHINGS, FROM HIS ROOM. BREAK
ALL CLOSET LOCKS. HE IS NOT USED TO THESE ADDED LUXURIES, AND
COULD BECOME FRUSTRATED WITH SUCH THINGS PRESENT IN HIS ROOM.
7. FURNISH THE ROOM WITH A DIRTY SECONDHAND BED, LEAVE HIS FLOOR
DIRTY, ALSO HIS SHEETS, AS THEY ARE DUE ONLY AN OIL CHANGE NOW
AND THEN. DO NOT WORRY, THESE WILL MAKE HIM FEEL MORE AT HOME
THAN ANY COMFORTS YOU CAN PROVIDE.
8. ENTER HIS ROOM NOISILY, BUMP HIS BED WITH A BROOM OR MOP
HANDLE, WRINKLE PAPER, TURN ON THE LIGHTS, AND ON YOUR WAY OUT,
DROP THE WASTE BASKET, AND LEAVE THE DOOR OPEN. HE IS
ACCUSTOMED TO THESE THINGS, SO DO NOT FORGET!!!!
9. WHENEVER YOU ADDRESS HIM, REFER TO HIM AS " BLATE AMI", OR " AMI "
FOR SHORT. HE WILL NOT ANSWER TO ANY OTHER NAME.
10. YOU WILL NOTICE THAT HIS SENTENCES WILL BE PUNCTUATED WITH
VARIOUS GRUNTS, GYRATIONS, AND WORDS THAT ARE NOT SPOKEN IN THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE. THIS IS IN REFERENCE TO #2. HE HAD TO LEARN
MANY DIALECTS IN ORDER TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE " RADS ".
11. THIS STRANGE SHELL OF A MAN WILL BE SOMEWHAT WARPED. YOU
WILL FIND HE IS QUITE ILL AT EASE BECAUSE OF THE DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THE GERMAN AND AMERICAN GIRLS. WHAT WAS BEAUTIFUL
OVER THERE, AIN'T NECESSARILY SO BACK HERE, AND HE WILL NEED TIME
TO MAKE THE ADJUSTMENTS. IF HE STARTS FOAMING AT THE MOUTH, GIVE
HIM A NICE COLD DRINK AND PUT HIM TO BED.
12. THERE MAY BE SOME FRIGHTENING CHANGES SUCH AS DARK CIRCLES
UNDER THE EYES, (SCOPE STRAIN OR TOO MANY LONG NIGHTS OUT). HE
MAY ALSO APPEAR HALF DEAD LOOKING, OR AT LEAST HALF FROZEN
LOOKING DUE TO FROSTBITE FROM SLEEPING IN BARRACKS WITH LOW TO
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NO HEAT RATIOS.
13. SHOW NO ALARM IF HE PREFERS TO URINATE AGAINST THE WALL
INSTEAD OF THE PROPER RECEPTACLE
14. KEEP CALM IF HE EATS HIS FOOD WITH HIS HANDS, AND BE PATIENT IF
HE ALMOST BREAKS YOUR ARM GRABBING FOR FOOD.
15. WARN OTHERS ABOUT ASKING HOW IT WAS OVER THERE, THE
ANSWERS COULD BE UNPRINTABLE. HE DOES NOT MEAN TO BE INSULTING,
HE IS ONLY ATTEMPTING TO DESCRIBE SUCH PLACES AS "KINGSLY
KASERNE" OR " HOF "
16. IF BY CHANCE YOU SHOULD LOSE TRACK OF HIM, YOU WILL FIND HIM ON
A STREET CORNER STARING AT THE LARGE CARS AND THE AMERICAN
GIRLS. THESE WERE SOME OF THE FEW AND FAR BETWEEN THINGS, AS
WELL AS ROUND DOOR KNOBS, SELDOM SEEN IN "HOF".
GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM!!!!!!!
SINCERELY,
PRESIDENT
THE RETURNEES SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION ADVISOR
HOF AIR STATION, GERMANY
Enjoy the memories Mike!
Mick

Speaking of Memories...
Ever wonder what might replace the SP-600, the R-390A and the GLR-1 system all in
one little box???
Talk about DC to Daylight!

http://www.rffun.com:80/catalog/widerxvr/0095.html
_______________________________________________________

Achtung! Possible genetic abberations notied in some Ami-ized
Hofers and Hofer-ized Ami's!
As noted in the Red/Green Press in the middle 80's and in often debunked and never
proven reports in various not well know scientific journals kept hidden by the Stasi,
the supersecret underground genetic testing done on a variety of "volunteer"
American servicemen and their families during the Cold War by the CIA and other
un-documented super-secret NATO orgainizations has finally become public
knowlege! The unknowing volunteers were kept on a diet of gentically altered
Lowenbrau Bier for periods as long as three years and longer in terrible Siberian-like
conditions. The desired effects were not immediatly apparent and the testing was
stopped in 1975.
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Mini-Reunion?
Jerry Middendorf and John Elledge are working on plans for a
Central Atlantic "Mini-Reunion" lunch or brunch for the end of April. It
would be held in the Aberdeen MD area, convenient to I-95 and many
MD, DE, VA, PA and NJ Hofers.
More details next week!

LIST OF 2007 RENO REGISTRATIONS
AS OF MARCH 5RD, 2007
CHUCK BABCOCK, FREDDY & HELGA BALES, JIM & GERT BERRY, ROBERT
& CHRISTA BROCK,
LARRY & SHERRY CANN, DALLAS & SUE CHURCHILL, BILL & MARCIA
COMBS, CARL & BARBARA DAVINO,
ALOIS & ROSIE DIETZ, JOHN & SUE FONTES, AL & MARY FREDDIE, ROGER &
ELFRIEDA GENTILINI, MEL & ILSE HAMILL, NORM & NORMA HEGGIE, BARRY
& CARMEN HIBBARD, ROBERT & HANNA HOERATH, DAN & SON RICK
HOLDEN, JOE & RENATE HUNT, GREG & SANDY KRCMA,
BOB & RUTH LIVESEY, JERRY & HILDE MIDDENDORF & GUESTS LISBETH
SEIGFRIED & KAETHEURBAN, ERNIE MORIN, STEVE & DONNA MURPHREY,
DAVID & KARIN NATALIE, CLAUDE & SUSANNENIEBUHR, MARVIN NORRIS,
FRED OLDENBURG, HEIDE & LARRY PRINCE, ROSIE & GARY QUEEN, DEAN
REED, DON RIVERKAMP, LOU & FERN ROCHA, PHIL & ROSALIE RUTH,
PATRICIA SCHIERMEISTER, BOB & LILO SHERWOOD, WALT & GINNY
SHIFFLETT, BOB & CHRISTA SIKES, GRANT & DONA SORENSON, JAY
STEGER, STU & MARCEY STURDEVANT, DEAN & SHIRLEY THOMPSON, RAY &
JO THOMPSON, AND BILL & EDIE WARD.
________________________________________________________
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Plan on eating out a bit in Reno?
Start your restaurant search here thanks to a tip from Ken Kelly....
http://news.rgj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT03
and also from Ken:
For hiking at Lake Tahoe go to: www.tahoerimtrail.org.
They are in the process of building a hiking trail that will
eventually circle the lake completely. Right now there are several legs that
are complete and range from medium to very strenuous If any just want to walk in the woods: A short easy walk ( 6mi. round trip to the Galena
Creek Waterfall ) is on the North East side of the lake at the summit
of Hwy. 431. That is the Mt Rose Hwy. between Reno and Incline
Village. There is a rest area and parking area at the trail head.
REMEMBER! The altitude is 9,000 ft. The trail continues to Mt. Rose
10,778 ft. if anyone wants a lung buster hike and for those of you
(and you know who you are) into Volksmarching.

_______________________________-

And for your next trip to Germany or perhaps Montana..
Dick Obidinski is on a constant quest for economical car rental rates in comfortable
but fast cars when he and Evi travel to Germany.
He has possibly found a good one here:
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x157l2_bugatti-veyron-at-top-speed
Well.... perhaps not TOO economical since it runs out of fuel at it's top speed of
407Kph in 12 minutes! That is what is known in GI Hofersprache as " Woofin'"!!!
If this clip does not feed or fill your need for serious Autobahn speed.... you need
serious counseling!
Got the same hot tip from Phil Murray. I guess we know there is no corrosion
building up on their swashbuckles!
_____________________________________________

FORMS FOR RENO REUNION:

Misplaced your forms for Reno Reunion? Please visit our HRA Website,
www.hofreunion.com . On choices in left column, click on 2007 REUNION. There
you can read about the reunion, view the tentative schedule, AND, print out forms.
To print out Registration & Tour Forms, click on the BLUE entry, Registration & Tour
Forms. To print out shirt order form, click on the PURPLE entry, Tee Shirt Order
Form. While you're in the site, take a look at some of the pictures from previous
reunions that our members have had put in there for your viewing. We are looking
forward to another great reunion with our members, family, and guests. See you in
RENO.
Note the coding change mentioned elsewhere in this issue!
Don Riverkamp, HRA President and Reunion Coordinator
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______________________________________________

And another "Who are they?'
But this this time it's the ladies that are unknown, not the guys! Judging by the skirt
lengths and hair styles, 60's somewhere???

Any ideas? ed.
_______________________________________

And in response to a question or two:

007 RENO REUNION HOTEL RESERVATIONS:
There is a coding change!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Eldorado Hotel Room Reservations can be made starting immediately and ending Friday, August
3rd, 2007. Make your room reservations by calling 1-800-648-5966. It is very important when
making your reservations that you reference the association's group block, Hof Reunion, as well
as, our special group code JHOF907 to ensure the proper rates and accommodations are
assigned. The rates for Deluxe Accommodations (Sunday thru Thursday) are $49.99 plus tax.
The room rate for these same rooms for Friday and Saturday night are $119.99. Remember, the
hotel does not accept Saturday prior arrivals at these rates. The accommodations are based on
single and double occupancy. A $10 nightly charge, per person, will apply should more than two
persons occupy a room. Breakfast IS NOT included in this price. Any questions on this or any
part of the reunion, please contact me at 512-258-4894 OR email me at river1940@sbcglobal.net
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. Thanking you in advance.
Don Riverkamp, President and Reno Reunion Coordinator

________________________________________________

SITE SELECTION FOR 2008 HOF REUNION

DEADLINE FOR VOTING TO BE RECEIVED BY HRA ASSOCIATION IS MARCH 17, 2007.
If you have not yet voted for your choice of the 2008 site, please vote for one of the following sites.
Mail your choice to the following address:
Hof Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd
Geneva, OH 44041-9348

OR Email your choice to our Adjutant, Joe Kessler, at: hofreunion@adelphia.net

Remember the site with the majority of votes will be where we will meet in 2008. It is all up to you
members, SO PLEASE VOTE. THANKS!

______ Charleston, SC

_______ Dayton, OH

______ Niagara Falls, NY

_______ York, PA
(Gettysburg Area)

Your vote, even if you intend on attending no matter where the Reunion is held, would be
appreciated!
___________________________________________________________--

A house-keeping announcment!
The mailing roster will be totally updated at the end of March.
Members who have not yet paid their FY07 Dues will be eliminated
from the
Hof Connection Update mailing list at that time!
If you are in doubt as to your status, a quick email to
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
or
hofreunion@adelphia.net
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will get you an answer!

Personnel updates #283
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Off Base... but not by much!
These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter... I go somewhere to get
something and then wonder
what I'm here after.
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Subject: Hof Connection Update #
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 14 Mar 2007 11:07:28 -0500
To: undisclosed-recipients:;

Hof Connection Update #284
www.hofreunion.com
3/14/2007

Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Where was this information when we first needed it?

Germany Explained! From Der Spiegel Online... Everything you wanted to know about...
EverthingGerman!

http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,411157,00.html#a

For instance:
Driving on German Roads Rule #1. Don't ever drive on the left lane of the Autobahn unless you
really know what you are doing or unless you have a death-wish. People really do drive 200 kph or
faster and don't like it when slower moving cars block their test tracks.
Driving on German Roads Rule #4. Don't ever mess with BMW or Mercedes drivers. They
always have the right of way. You might not get a ticket but you'll incur the wrath of those beautiful
people in chic tweed jackets and well-coifed gray hair.
Not mentioned at all is what might happen if you pull out in front of a Bugatti Veyron doing 407
Kph!
Or Starnspargel: White asparagus is difficult to prepare, it's colorless and bland. But that doesn't
stop millions of Germans from obsessing over it for several months each year.
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Everything! Or Almost...

And a factoid from our local newspaper of little repute....
says that the Germans are possibly willing to give up their philosophy of "free driving for free
citizens!" after the EU called on Germany to give up it's famous freedom to drive at unlimited speeds
on some parts of the Autobahnen. Berlin's Environment Minister is NOT enthusiastic and the
German auto makers say they need no coaching on climate protection from the EU, but a Stern
magazine poll says that 60% of German drivers would favor speed limits to cut emissions. 38%
would be opposed and a spokesman for the German Transportation Ministry said that a 100 Kph
spped limit would reduce CO2 emmisions by only .6%.
The same article said that, in a Bild am Sonntag interview, Dimas, the EU Environment Minister said
he also wants to raise the rates for Europeans and Trans-Atlantic plane fares. I wonder if that would

also apply to private jets? ed

More Reno info!
2007 RENO REUNION HOTEL RESERVATIONS:

Eldorado Hotel Room Reservations can be made starting immediately and ending Friday, August 3rd, 2007.
Make your room reservations by calling 1-800-648-5966. It is very important when making your reservations
that you reference the association's group block, Hof Reunion, as well as, our special group code JHOF907 to
ensure the proper rates and accomodations are assigned. The rates for Deluxe Accommodations (Sunday thru
Thursday) are $49.99 plus tax and a Resort Fee charge of $3 per night. The room rate for these same rooms for
Friday and Saturday night are $119.99. Remember, the hotel does not accept Saturday prior arrivals at these
lower rates. The accommodations are based on single and double occupancy. A $10 nightly charge, per
person, will apply should more than two persons occupy a room. Breakfast IS NOT included in this price.
Any questions on this or any part of the reunion, please contact me at 512-258-4894 OR email me at
river1940@sbcglobal.net . Thanking you in advance.
Don Riverkamp,
President and Reno Reunion Coordinator

Play at the Luckiest Reno Casino?
The Eldorado Reno casino offers the ultimate in gaming excitement with an 81,000 square-foot
casino, over 1,800 of the newest slots and video poker machines, a classic poker room, keno
lounge, and so much more. Place your bets and get ready for to be treated like a VIP at the most
exciting of all Reno casinos. Whether you are interested in serious or light-hearted gaming, come
and visit the Eldorado Reno casino, named as "one of the 10 casinos where you're likeliest to win"
by Anthony Curtis of the Las Vegas Advisor and the “luckiest place to gamble” by the Best of Reno
Poll, 2006.

(We'll see...ed)
from: http://www.eldoradoreno.com/

Rather eat than play the slots?
Do your meals planning in 426 Reno restaurants here:
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http://gotorenotahoe.com/directories/?directory=dining

Very Tentative plans for a Mid-Atlantic mini-reunion lunch or brunch get-together...
are progressing. Even DC-ites will be included in the invitation. Initialy, planning is for about the end
of April as a guess-date. A separate email will follow this week for everybody with an email address
in PA, MD, DE, NJ, DE and VA. None of this is meant to exclude anybody else anywhere else who
might care to make the drive to break bread and sip a beer/Bier with a bunch of Hofers. John
Elledge frjn33@comcast.net and Jerry Middendo rf j.middendorf@comcast.net are looking for a
facility in the Aberdeen Proving Ground region. Further info will follow this week by email and phone
calls.
And: There are suggestions that we might go here?
http://www.snopes.com/photos/advertisements/bigburger.asp

But I don't think so!

A CALL FOR RENO REUNION DOOR PRIZES
The Hof Reunion Association is loaded with talented members and spouses, and we are looking for any items
that can be presented as door prizes for Tuesday afternoon's buffet luncheon program. To donate a prize, just
bring the item(s) with you to Reno. HOWEVER, please give Jerry Middendorf and/or Tom Mikloiche, a
heads-up, via email, a telephone call or snail mail, ahead of time, letting them know what you have planned to
donate.
Thanking you in advance.
Jerry Middendorf
405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, MD 21015-2821

j.middendort@comcast.net

Tom Mikloiche
400 Woodland Street
Manchester, CT 06042-2866

tmik@cox.net

And from a New Find.. .
The name is Bill Davis, on the missing roster as William G. Before I settled down I ran with Tom Kamm,
Marvin Bloom (antenna maint), Rick Rubio (Supply and part time employee of the "All ranks club", and last
but not least Richard (Dick) Collins, a close friend of mine from Okinawa and Hof. Collins' name appears on
the "Memorial" with so many more.
Would dearly like to know what happened to him. Anyway with having married a "foreigner" I ended up in
Tactical Air Command, with the sure as the sun is coming up assignment to South East Asia (1968-1969).
Then on to the Washington D.C. area. The entire unit (AFTAC) moved from DC to Patrick AFB Florida.
Follow-on assignment to Lindsey AS, Wiesbaden, Germany, Circa 1973 to 1979. Many, many trips back to
Hof (extended family, etc.).
Reassigned back to Patrick AFB (HQ AFTAC). Wonder of wonders we (the wife and I) were selected for tour
at the US Embassy, Vienna, Austria, 1982-1985. Many, Many trips back to Hof.
Retired from the USAF, hooked up with State Dept and as luck would have it, right back to Vienna, Austria,
1986 to 1992 (many, many etc...). Back to Wash DC. The wife, my Neuhofer of almost 39 years, passed
away last year. Kind of empty now, but still gainfully employed.
Bill Davis

And another New Find...
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I went into the guest book today and there was a Leon Blackwell (on HRA Roster, shown as missing) that left a
message that he would like to get in touch with some of his buddies from 606th Doebraburg. He left his email
address as leonb105@mchsi.com

Don Riverkamp

Re the unknown ladies in the pic last week...
The lady on the left is the wife of my staff sargeant at the hospital. I think that they were married in 1971 or
1972. We threw tons of kitchen plates at her doorstep to celebrate the occasion. I will try to find his name.
John Saalwaechter
And another from the same picture...
Re "Who are They." I may be all wet but the small woman 3rd from the left looks like Candy Polk, wife of
dispensary MSC office Capt Joe Polk ca. 1965 - 1968. She made the most wonderful taco dinner for a few of
us one Sunday, in a country that had never seen a tortilla shell. If it is, indeed, Candy I would assume the rest
of the ladies would be officers' wives but don't recognize them
For whatever my guess is worth . . .
Jack Farrell

And now there is a Mexican Restaurant across the street from the Kaserne! In the old 'Blick!
So much for no tortillas. ed.

And a confession...
Sort of...
yes i belong in that genetically funny group... (he refers to the Bananna Lady at the Outhouse Races!)
Dirke Vallo

And another pic from the past... The Döbraberg Crew! (1970's?)
Bring on the names!

Courtesy of Helga Haese... (that's Helga, in the middle.)
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Subject: Re: Hof Connection Update 285
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 21 Mar 2007 13:47:02 -0500
To: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>, Jim Mangas <legis31@cboss.com>,
philm_hra@attwb.net, mhartjes@bellsouth.net, gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil, palaven_6614@yahoo.com,
tammybales@hotmail.com
:

Hof Connection Update #285
www.hofreunion.com

03.21.2007
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

If anybody had mail into me on the 18 th or 19th that was not answered or responded to,
please send it again. Windoze 2K decided to re-set itself for what ever reason and my
mail for the 19 th, all my bookmarks in Explorer and Firefox and possibly other stuff
disappeared. I found quite a bit of mail moved to the junk box!
Some days I just hate computers!
Jerry Mangas

PLEASE NOTE!!!
The Hof Connection Update mailing list will re redone by the end of the month. Those
folks who received Don Riverkamp's recent reminder note will hopefully take action
now to stay included in the weekly mailings.

New Warning Weather Service now testing for Europe...
The local warning information, for almost all of the western European countries including
Hungary and Greece are listed. The warnings for Bavaria and Saxony are listed broadly
in English, with more detail in German. Sunday's (3/18/07) listed winds for Bavaria at
Force 12 (120kph) and 5 cm of snow at altitudes over 600 meters. A color code from
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Green (nothing happening) to Red plus graphical icons will let you know what's going on!
http://www.meteoalarm.eu/default.asp?lang=EN&ShowDate=

From www.usarmygermany.com ...
from the pages of Stars and Stripes 2/17/1958
1st Group of 2d Cav Lands in Germany To Replace 3d Cav
BREMERHAVEN, G e r m a n y (Special) -- The first of two increments of the 2d Armd Cav
Regt arrived at the Army Port of Embarkation here from Ft. Meade, Md., on a Gyroscope
move to replace the 3d Armd Cav Regt on border patrol duty along the Iron Curtain.
The first increment included about 1,500 troops and their dependents, Port officials said.
The second increment was scheduled to reach here Monday.
Col Gordon L. Barclay, VII Corps adjutant general, officially welcomed the 2d Armd Cav
to Germany in dockside ceremonies. Accompanying Barclay on the reviewing stand here
was Col Irving W. Brooks, port Co.
The arrival of the 2d Cav here completed a Gyroscope cycle which began when the unit
left Germany for Ft. Meade in August 1955. The 3d Armd Cav Regt replaced the 2d then,
officials pointed out, and now the 2d is replacing the 3d.

With the exception of this "Gyroscope" year, the 2nd Cav, in its various forms, from 1945
to the end of the Cold War was stationed on the Zonal Borders of Bavaria, HQ'd in
Bamberg with "Camps at Hof, and Coburg ed.
And again from walter elkin's incredible usarmygermany site...
Source: Email from Steve Wilton, 2nd Sq, 2nd ACR) tank commander of Sheridan E-14
01974
(the M551 Sheridan on the right). That one is mine, E-14, 2/2 ACR. These vehicles are in
the motor pool at the border camp in the city of Hof. I have the date as being in July of
1974. It's a personal photo taken by myself. The colors are quite stark when new,
but once the paint aged and weathered a bit it seemed to tone down and get darker.
Once that happened the scheme melted into the European background pretty well.
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And a question from Walter: Can anybody help identify this antenna on top of the IG
Farben building in Frankfort? With all the traveling our members did in Cold War
Germany, and/or the electronics experience of many of our members I thought perhaps
somebody knew what this was? Part of it appears to be a horizontal beam antenna, like a
tv antenna or a 5-6 or 10 meter beam on a Tri-Ex tower but for the rest I have no idea.
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... from Don Field's daughter...
I wanted to let you know that my dad is in the hospital with pneumonia and has been for
three weeks now. They said due to his prior breathing problems it will take longer for

3/22/2007 1:45 PM

Re: Hof Connection Update 285

5 of 11

him to get well and he may be in the hospital for six to eight weeks. Please put him on
your prayer list. I will keep you posted of his condition.
Thanks,
Donna Holcomb
Don & Marlene (Toot) Fields' daughter

Also, if you know Don personally, you can call him at his direct room number in the
hospital of
(601) 528-6118.
Don Riverkamp

And an well written answer to Don Riverkamp's dues reminder note that bear repeating!
Dear Don,
>
> Thanks for the remainder.
>
> I intended to dig out the first dues notice, just this
> afternoon, when I saw your latest remainder.
>
> The newsletter alone is well worth the price of dues,
> representing the contributions of so many, bringing
> back so many heartfelt memories.
>
> Sorry to be late with the dues. I am providing full
> time home care now for an aging parent. In fact, this
> reponsibility was the only reason in the world that
> kept from the Hof Reunion last year.
>
> Your newsletter actually enabled me to experience the
> Reunion, I unfortunately could not attend.
>
> I was so happy to learn that a whole new generation of
> Germans, have come around to see us, as just the
> friendly, unassuming people that makes me so proud to
> be from the USA. Several generations of young
> Americans gave generously of their time, intelligence,
> and energy to help resolve the many frayed ends and
> injured hearts of post war Europe.
>
> If nothing else, American energy and good will, served
> as a postive well spring for hope and renewal, where
> none survived. While, after 1945, we were never
> called upon to fire an unfriendly round, it was truly
> a European peace, we won, along with the rebirth of
> Hope.
>
> Sadly, the march of time and European prosperity may
> diminish the significance of our contribution in the
> post war years, but there is no denying the magnimity
> of our achievement. So as the revisionist historians
> and politicians in both Germany and the USA begin anew
> to tell us how things were, people like you and I,
> Don, know different.
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>
> Hoch lebe der Hof Reunion Gesellschaft!!
>
> Again, I am sorry you had to take time out, to remind
> me about the dues.
>
> Sincerely,
>
> Bob Wilkinson

And more from Helga Haese. ..

Referring to the Doebraberg picture in Update 284 with Helga Haese in the middle -- In
the chatroom, Helga said that the person on the far right is CMSgt Louis DeMarco. The
person right next to him in the 1505's is MSgt Morton Pell. She said she doesn't
remember any other names...........
via Don Riverkamp ...

And a request, possibly the second time around for this? Stout is listed on the Roster as
missing, but just in case. ed..
I got this e-mail, but I don't know the guy. You think anyone could be of help?
Dewey Tweed
Hof '57-'60
From: KaiNWG@aol.com
Sent: Sunday, March 18, 2007 9:53 AM
Subject: (Kein Thema)
Hello,
do you know a man with the nickname Crazy Doc ? he is maybe the father of my mother.
he was in Hof Saale 1957. his girlfriend at that time was marianne from rehau. we search
for him for a long time. my sister found out that his real name is Raymond Stout. my
mother would be very happy if she would have a picture from him. maybe you can help
us. Thanks.

CURRENT LIST OF RENO REGISTRATIONS
AS OF MARCH 19TH, 2007
CHUCK BABCOCK, FREDDY & HELGA BALES, JIM & GERT BERRY, ROBERT &
CHRISTA BROCK, LARRY & SHERRY CANN, DALLAS & SUE CHURCHILL, BILL &
MARCIA COMBS, CARL & BARBARA DAVINO, ALOIS & ROSIE DIETZ, TONY & JOAN
DONOFRIO, AL & MARY FREDDIE, ROGER & ELFRIEDA GENTILINI, PAUL GENUNG,
RALPH & JOAN GLOVER, MEL & ILSE HAMILL,CARMEN HARDMAN, NORM & NORMA
HEGGIE, BARRY & CARMEN HIBBARD, NORMAN & URSULA HINES, ROBERT &
HANNA HOERATH, DAN & SON RICK HOLDEN, JOE & RENATE HUNT, BETTY JUNG,
GREG & SANDY KRCMA, BOB & RUTH LIVESEY, JERRY & PAT MANGAS, JERRY &
HILDE MIDDENDORF & GUESTS LISBETH SEIGFRIED & KAETHE URBAN, TOM & INGA
MIKLOICHE, BARBARA MOLLAHAN & GUEST PATRICK MOLLOHAN, ERNIE MORIN,
JOHN & ANNI MOTHERWAY, STEVE & DONNA MURPHREY, DAVID & KARIN NATALIE,
CLAUDE & SUSANNE NIEBUHR, MARVIN NORRIS, FRED OLDENBURG, JOHN & AGGIE
PACE, HEIDE & LARRY PRINCE, ROSIE & GARY QUEEN, DEAN REED, DON
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RIVERKAMP, LOU & FERN ROCHA, PHIL & ROSALIE RUTH, PATRICIA
SCHIERMEISTER, BOB & LILO SHERWOOD, WALT & GINNY SHIFFLETT, BOB &
CHRISTA SIKES, JACK SINAGRA & JEAN JACKSON, GRANT & DONA SORENSON,
CLAUDE & MYRTLE SPICER AND GUESTS TED & BRENDA JONES, JAY STEGER, STU
& MARCEY STURDEVANT, DEAN & SHIRLEY THOMPSON, RAY & JO THOMPSON, BILL
& EDIE WARD, ART & KARIN WEATHERWALKS, AND CHUCK & MONIKA WILSON.
Your name should be here!
Don Riverkamp

SITE FOR 2008 HOF REUNION ASSOCIATION REUNION CHOSEN

The members of the association have chosen CHARLESTON, SC
for the site for the HRA 2008 REUNION. The number of votes for
Charleston, South Carolina were twelve more than the three other sites
combined. The membership has spoken, and we will have more
information on the 2008 reunion in Reno and then publish all the
data in Hof Connection Weekly Updates after Reno, and in the January
2008 Newsletter. Thank you for taking the time to submit your votes
into the association. See you in Charleston in 2008.

An interesting discussion on the 1946 th Comm Squadron At Döbra till 1984!
With more help from Helga!
The following emails were forwarded courtesy of CA Russell...
Mr. Ross,
I'm the membership chairman of the Hof Reunion Assn., and Tom Michloiche sent me your
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response to a Club Photo site.
I need to verify the dates that you were in Doebraberg, you show '81-84, and I wasn't
aware that we had anyone there after 1975.
I was with the 6915th Security Group in Hof, (1963-1966) and it closed up in 1972 for
sure, as we have members that were on the closing staff. If indeed we continued to have
forces in that area during your mentioned time frame, I am interested in locating another
generation of ACW people..
The German AF has the Kaserne and Ops Site in Hof now, as well as maintaining Doebra,
we visited both last October.
Thank You,
CA. Russell
Reply from Ken...
The closest I can figure out is I was at OLA 1946 Communications Squadron from 1
August 1981 until the middle of March 1984. There were 10 air traffic controllers and 2
radar maintenance men there. We controlled aircraft going in and out of Berlin because
their radar could not cover all the South Corridor into Berlin. Frau Helga Haese was the
secretary at the time she works at the law center in Bamberg. She just might be a
member because I saw her remarks on this site about a reunion.
Ken Ross
And a bit of help from Helga....
Hello C.A..
I sure do remember MSgt Kenneth Ross. He drove me to Bamberg for the job interview
when I received a RIF notice in April 83.
If I can recall correctly, the last few AC&W (606th) guys left in 1974. I typed all the small
equipment turn-in documents. The German Air Force started to take over in 1973: it was
7./ Fernmelderegiment 32. The only US Forces that stayed at Doebraberg was the Air
Traffic Control unit: OLA, 1946 Comm Sq. There were between 10 to 11 Air Traffic
Controllers (the first NCOIC of ATC was MSgt Michael W. Medders) and 4 radio relay
technicians who maintained the ground to air communications equipment. Ken Ross said
that we had 2 radar maint personnel assigned, but that is not correct. We did not have
any US radar maintenance personnel assigned; The German AF took care of this and
they also had a German contract company perform radar maintenance, the company's
name was Elekluft, their company Hqs was in Bonn. Elekluft did radar maint for the 412L
system at various locations. They also provided maintenance personnel for the ESC
system. I worked half day for ATC and half day for Elekluft for 4 months in 1974, because
I was expecting RIF. But then it turned out in my favor and I was again permanently hired
to fork for OLA; 1946 Comm Sq and I terminated the employment with Elekluft. I was at
Doebraberg with ATC until May 1983, when RIF took effect due to pending deactivation (a
better way to control air traffic in the southern Berlin air corridor was found - new
technical innovations) and I got a job with the Army at Bamberg and am now with the
Judge Advocate Corps.
As Kenn Ross stated, the last USAF members left Doebraberg in 1984.
A German AF soldier who might be able to shed some light on exact dates when the
German AF took over Doebraberg, etc. might be Mr. Kofliski "Shorty"; he is on the
member list.
Other names of air traffic controllers that I remember are: MSgt Carl LaSalla, TSgt
Charles R. Hamlin, MSgt Joseph A. Berube, MSgt Zitka, Sgt McCollum, Sgt
Nonnenmacher, MSgt Donald M. Wendt, 1Lt Farnum L. Smith and Radio Maintenance:
Sgt Wren. . When I remember additional names I will let you know.
Memory is fading with the time........
CAR, if there is anything else which will kick my memory, please let me know.
Greetings....Helga
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Back to the Arctic - Skytop...
(You guys from tropical Biloxi.... remember how fine it was!)
Jerry I was in SR9-9-64 for Basic RU and SR9-5-70 for Intermediate. In Sept. 64 both of the
more modern dorms - "MD-1" and "MD-2" - were in place, but there were still folks
billeted in the Old "DP" Dorms. The "Airplane" was eventually moved out to an area in
front of the new dorms along with the Flagpole. The snow as sometimes pretty amazing,
but what was even more amazing were the incredible number of beer/wine/booze bottles
that appeared on the grass behind the "MD's" when it all thawed out!
I arrived at Hof in January, 1966. We were all issued Parkas at some point - I left for
Danang in April, 1967.
I returned to Hof in June, 1968, and was issued a parka again. They were certainly
needed. I remember when the snow/ice was particularly bad they'd grab some shift
workers and put them in the back of a dump truck full of sand and drive out and back
from OPs with the troops spreading salt/sand with shovels.
I also remember the tremendous ice fog which got so bad that driving to ops you had to
have the fron-seat passenger hang out the window and keep the white line/reflectors on
edge of road in site.
When I returned to Skytop I was married and we lived in married student housing in the
newer buildings. If memory serves me there were still troops in the DP dorms, but they
were also billeting single troops in groups of four in the married student housing units.
Amazing what great memories get stirred up!
Terry Sweeny
And a semi-anonymous note from an EVIL Skytop person
(But funny in an evil way)
Just a note. You mention, under the picture of the bldgs at Syracuse U., that a new,
3-story dorm was built in '61 and a second shortly thereafter.
//that was my error. The first was already in use as stated here. ed//
I'm not trying to pick nits, but our class moved in in Feb. '60. We were the last group to
occupy the billets next to the vacant lot. The brick dorm was already in full occupancy.
Our group moved to the third floor of the brick building when that group graduated, in
about 4-5/60. The second bldg was just getting under weigh when I left S.U. in
Novermber, 60.
As you probably well know, life in those tin cans was a rather tenuous thing. We were
told that if the building were ever to catch fire, we'd have maximum 30 seconds to
evacuate. From my recollections of their construction, I believe that time-frame. Our
biggest problem with housekeeping was the dust left by the inner walls, which were some
kind of sawdust compression. Forget warm. In winter, the breezes flew through the bldg
at will. Just after we got there we had a 3-day lake-effect storm that left us with about 2-3
feet of snow. Between our building and the one immediately to our left, you could not see
the side of the buildings. Snow went from roof to roof. We made a tunnel so we could get
out the side door in an emergency.
The snow was still there at Easter, albeit somewhat lessened by warmer weather. One
of our group was being picked up by his beloved to meet the family for the first time at
Easter dinner. He was as nervous as, . . . . , well, need I say more. A couple of us
stripped down to our skivvies, and waited. Soon, here comes Romeo to the shower. In
he goes. Soap 'em up. Then we struck. We grabbed the kid out of the shower, soap and
all, placed him in a dry-cleaning bag, tied a big red bow around him, than threw him out

3/22/2007 1:45 PM

Re: Hof Connection Update 285

10 of 11

on the street in front of his intended. I have never done such an evil thing since. And boy
was it fun. The look on that girl's face defies description. The shear terror on the boy's
face was wonderful.
Needless, to say, there were repercussions from this little antic, which I won't elaborate
on. But I thought you might find and old S.U. story interesting. Incidently, the two lovers
married about three months later. And the last I heard were still at it.
Joe (no last name given)

And a tip...
Jerry, - might want to pass on - for those of us that are retired military and don't have
Microsoft Office Word Excell etc. The military
can now get it for $60.00 at the BX (PX). My trial copy just expired and I thought this was a
great deal for those of that are retired. I just replaced my trial copy.
Gerald Decker Hof 57-59
Gerry also suggests using Open Office (V2.2) as an alternate since it doesn't come “with
the Microsoft Baggage” and it's free!.
Personnel Updates
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Subject: Re: Hof Connection Update 287
From: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 04 Apr 2007 12:18:58 -0400
To: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>, Jerry <jmangas@dejazzd.com>
This is a shortened version of the intended mailing for this morning

Hof Connection Update #287
www.hofreunion.com
04.04.12007

Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Time to ramp things up...
For Reno2007!
All guests and potential guests are reminded that the Hof Renunion
Commerative T-shirt will be again be available this year. These T-shirts
always become collectors items and are seen rarely on E-bay at opening
bids of less than hundreds of Euros! Be sure to order yours when you
send in your registration forms, or order more for friends and family.
Operators are NOT standing by, waiting for your call. The forms are
available at www.hofreunion.com or from Joe Kessler or myself at
hofreunion@dejazzd.com.
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"The Bear and the Big C!"
Hi Folks,
I got back home last night and feel like I have been hit by a trolley car
and dragged several blocks. Luckily, however, I was strong enough for
us to stop on the way home for a thick steak and a coupla of beers.
Went down well, after eight days of hospital food, and caused no
problems.
I have about 12 inches of staples in my stomach and an open drain hole
(drain is out but hole needs to heal) with which to deal. The staples will
come out on Monday 4/9/07 and the hole will eventually close over
barring infection. It needs to be dressed daily in the meantime. No diet
or activity restrictions but I'm weak as water and need a cane to get
around.
However, this is a definite "over the hump" step, the operation was as
successful as it could have been and my original 40% chance of living
beyond five years has gone up considerably. Next stage, about 6
months of prophylactic Chemo, then done.
I want to thank everybody for your prayers and best wishes during
this. Take care,
The Bear (Tom Bryson)
Tom sounds so pleased we could possibly even talk HIM into chartering
that new Airbus for our next Reunion?
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For those who requested CD's instead of Rosters.. .
The next run of CD's will be delayed slightly. Phil Murray, our intrepid
Newsletter editor has supplied quite a few of the
missing ones and also back e-copies of the Bi-Yearly Newsletter. I have
to re-check my current listing, merge his files with
mine and then send the latest batch.

From Jerry Middendorf...
A Mid-Atlantic mini-reunion breakfast/brunch will be scheduled for
Monday morning, the 23rd of April,
in the general area of Aberdeen Proving Ground. A check of all
interested parties shows that to be the day that most could attend. We
will do another one soon in a slightly different geographic area to give
others an easy chance to attend. Further details to follow as they are
finished.
Contact Jerry for further detail at j.middendorf@comcast.net or
410-879-9576
Jerry also forwards the following, a little "off-base":
Any time you see an e-mail that says forward this on to "10" of your
friends, sign this petition, or you'll get good luck, or
whatever, it has either an e-mail tracker program attached that tracks
the cookies and e-mails of those folks you forward to, or the host sender
is getting a copy each time it gets forwarded and then is able to get lists
of "active" e-mails to use in spam e-mails, or sell to others that do.
Check it out here:
http://www.snopes.com/inboxer/petition/internet.htm where they
destroy the "illusion".
.
Personnel updates for #287
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And way way off base...
but since most of you travel to some extent and probably most of you
buy your gas with credit cards I thought I would pass along an
interesting fact I just discovered. I called Discover Card to find out the
easy way to get the 1% cash back feature applied to my unpaid
balance. Turns out "all you have to do is call". But in looking at my
wife's balance on her Discover card and her cashback vs mine, I
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discovered that she seemed to be doing a LOT better at this program
than I was, with lower expenditure. When the customer rep asked if
there was anything else he could do for me today, I said, Yeah. Get me
5% cashback on my gas purchases instead of 1%! He said... "No
problem!" I was stunned. I said what's the hook? He said that I couldn't
apply for any of the other programs they offer at the same time as this.
Which is fine with me because I use that card primarily for gas anyway.
Seems that Pat's card already had the 5 % feature running which is why
we got that particular card in the first place. We thought that program
had expired. Guess not.

4/4/2007 9:30 PM

Hof Connection Update #288

1 of 9

Subject: Hof Connection Update #288
From: "Don Riverkamp" <river1940@sbcglobal.net>
Date: Wed, 18 Apr 2007 22:55:42 -0500
To: "hof assn secty" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>

Hof Connection Update #288
04.11.2007
www.hofreunion.com

Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
And Congratulations are due on two fronts!
Our Adjutant, Joe Kessler has a brand new grand-daughter, born last week in the middle of yet
another lake effect snowstorm in NE Ohio. Opa and Oma are both doing well! Joe reports that
Carolyn Kathleen and her mother are also doing fine and Carolyn's father hopes to recover by
Christmas!
And our ever intrepid indefagitable headhuntes continue to score! Check the New Finds listings
weekly for continued evidence of that!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

4/19/2007 12:12 AM

Hof Connection Update #288

2 of 9

THINKING ABOUT ATTENDING RENO REUNION?
Are you sitting there trying to make up your mind if you should attend this years' HRA
Reunion in Reno, September 2-7th?? Think NO more, make your plans, fill out the
registration forms and mail them in today. Some people think that they will not know
anyone in attendance, some might think that they are too old and no one will remember
them, some are thinking, WOW Reno is almost in California.
The people attending past HRA reunions are the nicest, and friendliest people you have
ever been around. For some reason, we seem to have that special closeness since we all
were in that little, wonderful community of Hof/Saale, Germany during our younger days.
Every reunion, new members attend, and have nothing but positive comments on the
reunion, the people, and the fun that they had. You may go to the reunion knowing only a
few people, but when you leave, you will know many, and will be glad that you made the
decision to make the trip. Don't miss out on this reunion and great gathering of friends,
relatives, and fellow Hofers. Hope to see you in Reno 2007.... Visit our HOF Website
www.hofreunion.com for further information and forms. Any questions, please email me at
river1940@sbcglobal.net and I will answer them for you.
Don Riverkamp, HRA President

History notes from the Way Way Back Machine!
Harry Lerner was the UNRRA Hof DP Camp Commander for a time in the summer of
1946. Some of his letters home to his family and his wife Clair’s family were donated to the
Holocaust Museum in DC and copies are available for the asking. I found and requested
them when doing just a general search for any and everything Hof/Saale.
Some of the notes tell a story that I am only partially familiar with, of life in the
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refugeecamps and the border regions in the dark days, (Die Harten Jahre) of immediate
post-war Europe. You can read the History Books but some how they don’t often much
mention the actual living conditions of the day and the way people were herded here and
there by the Soviets who often dumped them into the west after telling the “Ostarbeiter”, the
“East Worker” of the day that they were being sent home to Poland, but were instead sent
west, which isn’t what they had hoped for. That way the Soviets didn’t have to feed them.
(The locally published book, Kleine Geschichte der Stadt Hof has a section on the years
after the war ended. Working my way thru that now.)
Food all over Europe was in fairly short supply unless you actually lived on a farm. The GI’s
got fed first, camp inmates second and the civilian population third, but it was often a matter
of degree. Harry complains about eating soup made from canned peas for an entire month,
and but at on e point enjoying an Army turkey for Thanksgiving in Stuttgart. He mentions a
spool of thread costing 60 DM on the Black Market, and then finds himself delighted that he
will be taking over command of a new camp, formerly a German POW camp in Hof, but that
the Army is not excited about having them there since it is so close to the bor der. He hoped
to take over several of the buildings on the Kaserrne since the Army only had a couple of
hundred men garrisoned there and he had 3000 in his camp. Most of the “infiltrees” he
describes as children, Poles and Russians coming in thru Czechoslovakia after crossing
illegally from Poland, and coming in thru Asch (Cheb) into the big camp at Rehau. The
early DP camp in Hof was a Jewish Camp (Yiddizer Kamp), from the 1946 Camp Year
Book), and I gather from other entries that many people were eventually resettled in the
British Mandate for Palestine. .
One of the more humorous asides mentioned in Harry’s notes home to his parents was the
difficulty of teaching Russian peasants that you were supposed to SIT on a flush toilet. Not
stand. They had never seen one.
Harry was proud of the way his camp democratized itslf, voting for this and that and actually
developing classes and trades schools, pictures of which are posted on the Hof Reunion
Web site in the early years, pre-50’s. www.hofreunion.com Harry and Claire moved on to
Rehau camp and then evemtually to Vilseck where the notes end.

Mid Atlantic Mini Reunion
Is now officially planed for the 23rd, a Monday, at 11:00 AM till afternoon or you run out of
things to reminisce about.. on the Post at the Aberdeen proving ground off Route 40 in NE
Maryland. We will have a private room but order from the menu. Cash Food and Cash Bar.
If you are within driving range and would like to drop by, and have not already indicated you
are going, please let Jerry Middendorf ( j.middendorf@comcast.net 410-879-9576 ) or
myself know ( hofreunion@dejazzd.com or 610-856-1105 ). This is not a formal reunion
for a week, just a weed-day lunch. We will have to do another one later on a weekend to
allow the not-yet-retired-guys and girls to get there!
Jerry Middendorf advises that you will need a picture ID of some kind, for instance, drivers
license or passport to gain access to the post. Military retirees already know the drill and
should have no problem. .

Spring comes to Hof….
If you haven’t been back, you should know that all of Altstadt, the area from Marienkirche to
the Rathaus is now a Fussgaengerzone and you will find tables and umbrellas right in the
middle of the street on the nicer days. This looks like one?
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From the Frankenpost

This snow pic from Tom Bryson...
is an area back in CZ land, up on the PL border and should make our folks in the various
American and German snow-belts glad to not be in Krkonose! That snow looks to be about
10 meters deep on the left! Those are cars under that snow. Scary!
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Reuno2007 update!

LIST OF RENO REGISTRATIONS
AS OF APRIL 9TH, 2007
BOB & SALLY ALEKSON, CHUCK BABCOCK, FREDDY & HELGA BALES, JIM & GERT
BERRY, RUTHIE BLUMENSTEIN & GUEST DON COSTELLO, ROBERT & CHRISTA
BROCK, LARRY & SHERRY CANN, DALLAS & SUE CHURCHILL, BILL & MARCIA COMBS,
CARL & BARBARA DAVINO, JIM & ELISABETH DERBY, ALOIS & ROSIE DIETZ, TONY &
JOAN DONOFRIO, AL & MARY FREDDIE, ROGER & ELFRIEDA GENTILINI, PAUL
GENUNG, RALPH & JOAN GLOVER, MEL & ILSE HAMILL, CARMEN HARDMAN, NORM &
NORMA HEGGIE, BARRY & CARMEN HIBBARD, NORMAN & URSULA HINES, ROBERT &
HANNA HOERATH, DAN & SON RICK HOLDEN, BENNIE & SOPHYE HOPPER, JOE &
RENATE HUNT, NED & BARBARA IMBODEN, BETTY JUNG, KEN & GAY KIELBANIA,
GREG & SANDY KRCMA, BOB & RUTH LIVESEY, JERRY & PAT MANGAS, JIM
MCGOVERN, JERRY & HILDE MIDDENDORF & GUESTS LISBETH SEIGFRIED & KAETHE
URBAN, TOM & INGA MIKLOICHE, BARBARA MOLLAHAN & GUEST PATRICK
MOLLOHAN, ERNIE MORIN, JOHN & ANNI MOTHERWAY, STEVE & DONNA MURPHREY,
DAVID & KARIN NATALIE, CLAUDE & SUSANNE NIEBUHR, MARVIN NORRIS, FRED
OLDENBURG, JOHN & AGGIE PACE, BERNIE PIEPER, HEIDE & LARRY PRINCE, ROSIE
& GARY QUEEN, DEAN REE D, DON RIVERKAMP, LOU & FERN ROCHA, E.T. & VERA
ROW, PHIL & ROSALIE RUTH, PATRICIA SCHIERMEISTER, BOB & LILO SHERWOOD,
WALT & GINNY SHIFFLETT, BOB & CHRISTA SIKES, JACK S INAGRA & JEAN
JACKSON, GRANT & D ONA SORENSON, CLAUDE & MYRTLE SPICER AND GUESTS TED
& BRENDA JONES, JAY STEGER, STU & MARCEY STURDEVANT, DEAN & SHIRLEY
THOMPSON, RAY & JO THOMPSON, WALT & MARGOT TRIBBLE, ROBERT & MAGGIE
TROJANOWSKI, BILL & EDIE WARD, ART & KARIN WEATHERWALKS ,JOHN & LOTTIE
WILLIAMS, CHUCK & MONIKA WILSON, AND RIP & JEANNIE YARNALL.
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Are these the Best Restaurants in Reno?
4th Street Bistro, Reno
Restaurant popularity: #1 in Reno
Cuisines: French, Contemporary
Average price: $30
Content available: 1 guidebook, 1 article, 7 user reviews
Lulou's, Reno
Restaurant popularity: #2 in Reno
Cuisines: Contemporary
Price range: $16-30
Content available: 1 guidebook, 4 user reviews
And is the Best Buffet in town really right there at the Eldorado?
You will just have to join us to find out!

And do you remember this... .
it came with a hand drawn map of the route to Stuttgart? (pic at 1/2 size. Count the
stars!)

Weekly Personnel update...
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And what the Association and it's efforts mean to some...
joedernoga@juno.com wrote:
Hi TOM,
This is a multi-person letter. but primarily intended for Tom Kamm.
Tommy, my friend, we have been looking for you for at least a year. Even
our ACE headhunter, CA Russell ( BLOODHOUND ) could not find you.
Do you remember me , Joe Dernoga?
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I worked behind the Green Door, where even you super secret guys could
not go.
Remember, we made a trip to Garmisch, stopped at Dachau. We went walking
in a cemetery at 3 AM looking at tombstones from 1700 and I think one or
two from 1600. I believe we were drinking beer at the time.
I was the handsome, slim, trim, handsome guy who drove the red MG
sportwagon. Things have changed a bit since then, but you probably have
also.
A guy named Bill Davis, appeared in the last HRA update. He mentions you
and also Marv Bloom. We have been looking for him, but with a name like
Bloom ( Bloomenstein, Bloomberg,etc.) in the New York area, it is a
challange. I might be the last Hofer to see him. I stopped by to see Marv
and his new wife Maria, while traveling from Baltimore to NYC to catch a
flight to Rio de Janeiro. He was working for Grumman Aircraft at the
time.
Bill Davis- I have no email address for you-do you know anthing about
Marv, since you mentioned him?
Anyhow, Marv Bloom was one of the few people allowed being the bar at
Jake's (Erica Bar) They would swap Jewish jokes and have a good time.
We took a MYSTERY TRIP and ended up in London. Beside all the fun times,
I remember being in a store and looking at Wedgwood china. It was only a
couple of bucks and even on our GI salary, not too expensive. His mother
had told him to be on the lookout for the stuff.
I told Marv," why drag that heavy shit around, she can probably get it
cheaper in New York". I don't think I made the list of her favorite
people.
Anyhow, welcome to the club. It is really hard to believe all the stuff
we did and lived to tell about it. It took me years to slowly tell
stories to my daughter, because it sounded like bar room BS.
Thankfully, now I have the HRA and they can tell them as well as I. Was it
real?
OK, got to go. My glass is half empty, not half full, and that's a
problem.
Oh, I live in the general area of Baltimore-Annapolis area. The None Such
Agency is about 30 minutes away.
Joe D-aka the CRYPTO DUDE
To which Tom replies:
Joe, how could I forget you---was really fun hearing from you. Email me anytime. We will catch
up in Reno--see you there
Tom Kamm
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Subject: Re: Hof Connection Update 289a
From: "Secretary, Hof Reunion Association" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 18 Apr 2007 22:33:44 -0400

Hof Connection Update

289

www.hofreunion.com
04/18/2007

Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
Please excuse the delay in receiving this update. A small error
on my part, a bit of innattention and the update dissapeared.

Advance notice
At the end of this week, dejazzd.com, my ISP, is going to update their AV and their
anti-spam program.
Hopefully this does not result in the same kinds of problems that we just went thru
with other ISP's that updated or changed something here and there.
If you don't have a response from me to something you send, try again, just in case it
has been lost in the change-over, such losses supposedly, are NOT going to happen. I
hope that's true since my email program just updated, twice in as many days, then
hiccupped and I lost about 7 days worth of meail on both addresses. It seems that the
spam filters became hyper active, sending a LOT of regular mail into my trash filter,
and that got trashed for real before I could recover it!
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Vergessen? Niemals!
Going back thru older emails I found one from Pat DiCintio that contained more pics
than I had originally noticed. The following shots were taken by Jim Kezar,
www.kezar.com who somehow managed to finagle photographic rides with the Army
on their border patrol L-6's. The always impressive 1964 black and white shot of the
Kaserne from the East looking west, with the new Ops site in the backgound is one of
Jim's finest and can be seen on www.hofreunion.com in the 60's section.

And Pat adds the following:
The [first] is a picture of an East German Border Station with a guard tower. It is right
on the border. If you look in the foreground of the picture you can see the markers for
the mine fields. The next picture is an East German guard tower along the border near
Hof. If you look closely you can see a guard in the tower looking at the aircraft with his
binoculars.
These pictures where unclassified when I obtained them in 1965 from Jim K.
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Sad news....
Dewey Tweed wrote:
This is to inform you that my wife of 47 years, a Hofer named Irene, passed away on
April 2, 2007.
Dewey

When they say... "Ganz Oben.,..!"
they do mean "At the very top"! The darker area, top right, is Kreis Hof with Freistadt
Hof in the lighter area in the center. Have you been in all the Kreis in Bavaria?
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By 2006 Pat and I finally managed to travel through every Kreis that had been in the
original 5K zone from Coburg to Passau. Ye ed.

from Chuck Wilson
Comes a link to the areas around Reno, Nevada, site of our 2007 Reunion.
the link is: http://www.visitrenotahoe.com/ and checking that link gives you a great
area map right down to street level...
http://map.mapnetwork.com/flash/?pid=433345
Or Actuall obtain coupons for discounts on marrige services here:
http://visitreno.com/coupons/index.php Your choice of three if once is or was not
enough.

And the always valuable "Tipping Guide" http://visitreno.com/tipping.php

CA Russell has a new bloodhound on his staff of intrepid head-hunters... J oe
Dernoga has agreed to hunt down an escapee or two.

And appears to be doing very well at it.
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And there are other people out there that certainly contribute and should be
acknowleged for their interest and diligence.

For instance:
While visiting the old Fort Missoula Military Museum in my hometown in Montana, I
leafed through the guestbook and found an entry made by one Mark L. Stevens, of 170
Liahona Ct, Kalispell Mt, (no zip) tel 406-755-0521. In his entry, he indicated that he
had been stationed in Hof Germany.
Bob Livesey

And Jay Kallas passes along the following extended and
detailed info:
I Was looking through the latest Hof Roster and I found a number of names missing
from it primarily during the 1971-74 time period. I dug out some of my old scrap
books and here are a list of names that I've come up with so far.
Bill Mertz -606
Jim Reed
Dave Staten (wife Gabrielle) - last seen in Berlin 1994 - 606
Paul "Snoopy" Mathers
Bruce Nicodemus
Duane Rogers (wife Mary) - 606
Pat Botten - Comm
Dave Meurer - 606
Charles Moore - 606
Lonnie Moore - 606
Roosevelt R. Smith - 606
William "Bill" Birtciel - 606 (wnmbtcl@sbcglobal.net)
Gordon C. Spotts Jr - 606
Stuart Cox (wife Linda) - 606
Bob Mosely (wife Sue)
Lafayette Pryor
Chuck Lisowe - Comm
Charles Stephens
Keith Zorn
Bob Thornhill
Brady Daigle
Craig Nakahara
Steve Fussell
Terry Bussell
Like I said earlier, this is only a partial list as I have a couple of other scrap/picture
books to go through. When I find some other names, I'll forward them to you.
Jay S. Kallas

REMINDER FOR HOF MEMBER WIDOWS
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The Hof Reunion Association would like all widows to fill out a membership renewal form each and
every year.
There are "NO" yearly dues for widows, however, in order to make sure that your address, phone
number, and email address are correct and current on the Hof Master Roster, the Association would
greatly appreciate the paperwork. If you have already filled out the renewal membership form, and
mailed it in to the association for 2007, please ignore this message.
If not, please complete the form that was in the 2007 January Hof Connection Newsletter, and mail it to
the association. Thanks.
Hof Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
Reunion members should also be reminded that our Constitution carries a provision for members who
cannot afford the yearly dues. When sending in your membership forms, just indicate that. Only the
adjutant knows and he ain't talking!

A mini-Reunion....
The Mid-Atlantic Mini-Reunion continues to gain attendees. We are now up to two dozen. Any and all
are invited if you care to make the drive and join us? The gathering starts at 11 AM, at the "Top of the
Bay" on Aberdeen Proving Ground (the US Army armor proving grounds and also a GREAT museum of
Armor dating back to WW I (if that spins your crankshaft... it does mine). Cost will be about 10 bucks,
depending on your choice of beverages, adult or otherwise. Non-military retirees will need a state or fed
picture id and will have to sign in at the visitors center. This is NOT a fancy full-dress affair, just a
get-together of old and new friends with a common background; Hof/Saale! Attendees so far date
from 1948 to the mid 60's so it should be an interesting time.
The website for Top of the Bay is http://www.apgmwr.com/community/totb.html
For more detail, questions or to confirm your attendance, write to Jerry Middendorf at
j.middendorf@comcast.net 410-879-9576 or myself, hofreunion@dejazzd.com 610-856-1105, and yes,
family is most definitely invited! "A" is the location.... I-95 is in the upper left corner and maps are
available at many sites. This one is Google Maps.

4/18/2007 11:23 PM

Re: Hof Connection Update 289a

7 of 9

...last minute address changes:
We are leaving Earthlink and going to Verizon. The Earthlink E-mail will be shut off at the end of the
month.
Our new E-mail is onagle1@verizon.net
The E-mail address is up & running.
Thank you,
Ellen Nagle & Dick O'Hare (727) 789-1730

And from
Joe Kessler, the Association Adjutant, your weekly Personnel update!:
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Off base but maybe not?
In a long conversation tonite with Ed Carchia (602 TCW 1946-48) he mentioned, among many other
interesting things, seeing a PBS series movie called "Heimat". I got the impression that it was either
centered or filmed in/around Hof and did the Google routine. And found the following...
"Heimat"
"Edgar Reitz's monumental 11-part series is an event. It is presented here as a six-DVD set. The 15
1/2-hour saga tells the story of the village of Schabbach from 1919 to 1982. The chronicle unfolds
through the eyes of Maria Simon as she marries, raises her sons, and grows old while Germany changes
around her."
Hof is not mentioned in any review I have found.. The paragraph above is from:
http://www.languagequest.com/home/product.php?prodCode=Heimat&lang=German
And "Heimat II" is referenced here: http://www.shoppbs.org/sm-pbs-heimat-ii-dvd--pi-2293255.html
These are NOT cheap. $99.95 for the first and $149.95 for the second set. But if you have an interest in
Germany from post WW i to the 1980's, this might be something to check out. Ed was very impressed
with it. I intend to see if it is available on interlibrary loan. Less expensive that way! German with
English sub-titles.

Way way way off base...
Do we have any members using Linux and if so, which distribution do you
prefer?
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Subject: Re: Hof Connection Update #290
From: "Secretary, Hof Reunion Association" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Date: Wed, 25 Apr 2007 20:00:40 -0400
To: Jerry <jmangas@dejazzd.com>, philm_hra@attwb.net, mhartjes@bellsouth.net,
gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil, palaven6614@yahoo.com

Hof Connection Update #290
www.hofreunion.com
4/25/2007
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Advance notice...
The issue next week, #291, will be in somewhat abbreviated form since I will
be on the road. Don
Riverkamp will do the delivery set-up, If your spam blocker is keyed to your
addressbook,
make sure you have river1940@sbcglobal.net is in your book to allow receipt
of issue 291

Outlook, Outlook Express and pictures...
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for those of you using the above programs and not seeing the pictures
enclosed on the
updates, try this: on your tool bar, go to options (at the bottom of Properties)
then
Security, then UNCHECK "block downloaded images".
Also check your "read setting" if it says "international" change it to "default"
and see if
that helps if you are getting strange characters.
These suggestions may or may not work with other email programs. YMMV

Help for a non-member and non-Hofer...
Sam Clark wrote:

> Do you know anything about Melvin "Buck" Hoffman who was stationed at
Hof in 1957-1958 time Frame? We went through High school together,
flunked out of college at about the same time...joined the AF unbeknownst to
each other, he attended language school at Cornell, I at Syracuse....and we
sort of kept meeting each other coming and going. I had heard that he had
some problems and ended up in No California.
>
His first tour with USAFSS was at Bingen in summer 57 and when that
moved out he went to Hof. While there he was married to a German gal
named Seglinda and lost his clearance. Buck was my age and I am now 69,
Born in March 38. ((((My first assignment was to the 6911th at Darmstadt
where we were initially put in temporary housing in what we called the
dungeon....that lasted for only a week when we were offered the opportunity
to go to Rhein Main and flying status. Most of us took it, though three or four
declined. I stayed there at R/M for 7 years. In 1960 was married to a German
gal and I believe I was the first who did so and allowed to keep the clearances.
Stayed on till summer of 64 and went to Hq/OOP-3 which had oversight on all
airborne operations.)))) Am in touch with those folks through the PropWash
Gang (PWG)...check the website out at www.silent-warriors.com
Anybody with information on Buck, please reply to hofreunion@dejazzd.com
and I will forward it on to Sam. And this is the first reference I have seen to
Cornell as a Language School! Ed

And speaking of languages, how many of you are aware that we had at least 2
-2's or Chinese language 203's on our staff in Hof? BT Barker and Roger
Polk. BT was a crosstrained 202 and Roger a cross trained dash E.
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LIST OF RENO REGISTRATIONS
AS OF APRIL 23RD, 2007
PEGGY ADAMS, BOB & SALLY ALEKSON, CHUCK BABCOCK,
FREDDY & HELGA BALES, JIM & GERT BERRY, RUTHIE
BLUMENSTEIN & GUEST DON COSTELLO, ROBERT & CHRISTA
BROCK, LARRY & SHERRY CANN, DALLAS & SUE CHURCHILL,
BILL & MARCIA COMBS, CARL & BARBARA DAVINO, JIM &
ELISABETH DERBY, ALOIS & ROSIE DIETZ, TONY & JOAN
DONOFRIO, GEORGE & CHRISTA FAHRBACH, AL & MARY
FREDDIE, ROGER & ELFRIEDA GENTILINI, PAUL GENUNG,
RALPH & JOAN GLOVER, MEL & ILSE HAMILL, CARMEN
HARDMAN, NORM & NORMA HEGGIE, BARRY & CARMEN
HIBBARD, NORMAN & URSULA HINES, ROBERT & HANNA
HOERATH, DAN & SON RICK HOLDEN, JIM & PAT HOLLOWAY,
BENNIE & SOPHYE HOPPER, JOE & RENATE HUNT, NED &
BARBARA IMBODEN, BETTY JUNG, KEN & GAY KIELBANIA, GREG
& SANDY KRCMA, BOB & RUTH LIVESEY, JERRY & PAT MANGAS,
JIM MCGOVERN, JERRY & HILDE MIDDENDORF & GUESTS
LISBETH SEIGFRIED & KAETHE URBAN, TOM & INGA
MIKLOICHE, BARBARA MOLLAHAN & GUEST PATRICK
MOLLOHAN, ERNIE MORIN, JOHN & ANNI MOTHERWAY, STEVE
& DONNA MURPHREY, DAVID & KARIN NATALIE, CLAUDE &
SUSANNE NIEBUHR, MARVIN NORRIS, WADE & PHYLLIS
NOTTINGHAM, FRED OLDENBURG, JOHN & AGGIE PACE, PETE &
MARGIT PAYNE, BERNIE PIEPER, HEIDE & LARRY PRINCE,
ROSIE & GARY QUEEN, DEAN REED, DON RIVERKAMP, JERRY &
GUDRUN ROBINSON, LOU & FERN ROCHA, E.T. & VERA ROW,
PHIL & ROSALIE RUTH, DANNY & BRIGITTE SANDIFER,
PATRICIA SCHIERMEISTER, BOB & LILO SHERWOOD, WALT &
GINNY SHIFFLETT, CHARLES SHOCKLEY, BOB & CHRISTA SIKES,
JACK SINAGRA & JEAN JACKSON, GRANT & DONA SORENSON,
CLAUDE & MYRTLE SPICER AND GUESTS, TED & BRENDA
JONES, JAY STEGER, STU & MARCEY STURDEVANT, DEAN &
SHIRLEY THOMPSON, RAY & JO THOMPSON, WALT & MARGOT
TRIBBLE, ROBERT & MAGGIE TROJANOWSKI, BILL & EDIE
WARD, ART & KARIN WEATHERWALKS , JOHN & LOTTIE
WILLIAMS, LINDA WILLIAMS, CHUCK & MONIKA WILSON, AND
RIP & JEANNIE YARNALL.

Mid Atlantic Mini Reunion...
While perhaps not up to the standards set at the "Outhouse Races" or the
New Braunfels
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Bierfest, a number of us had a great time on MOnday at the Aberdeen
Proving Ground. Just a
simple get-together arranged by John Ellidge and Jerry Middendorf (with
nametags embroidered
by Hilde Middendorf, a lady of MANY craft-ing talents!). We met old
friends and new on a day
of incredible spring weather. We had the opportunity to stand in lines again
with troops in
uniform, and I am delighted to report that these guys were top of the line, a
far cry from
some of the draftees that used to come thru the chow lines in Hof. We also got
to see up
close the new issue fatigues (for tankers?), with their digital camoflage,
multiple pockets
and to the guy's great delight, no starch! Unspitshinable (is that a word?)
boots in a suede finish.

We will try to do this again in different local areas, minimizing the travel and
travel time
as much as possible.

And from Jerry Middendorf...
Someone left the following music CD at our luncheon. Let me know who the
owner is
and I'll send it back to you:
HEIDI UND HEIMAT ECHO
ECHOS FROM THE HOMELAND

And more from Jerry Middendorf
The following people gave up their gardening and golf and goofing to attend
the Mid Atlantic mini-Reunion...
Joe Dernoga, Fr. John Ellidge, Chuck Gambers, Mel and Ilse
Hammill, Jerry and Pat Mangas, Chuck and Renate Mattice, Jerry
and Hilde Middendorf, Fred Oldenburg, Roger and Mary Lou Polk,
Phil and Rosalie Ruth, Ray and Mary Szyperski, and Bill and Helen
Toni.
Joe Dernoga got there thru the tremendous courtesy of Roger and
Mary who picked Joe up at his home near Baltimore and draged him
kicking and screaming to the get-together.
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And more on the MAMR:

Hi Jerry, I am not going to be able to come to the luncheon today. Darn! My
maps are marked & the directions printed; cell phone charged & car gassed
up… My Mother in law in Kentucky had surgery last Tuesday & last night
she had to go back in for another emergency surgery. We were up & on
phones until about 1 am. We are waiting for additional information this
morning. We might have to leave for Kentucky at a moments notice. So,
today – besides being tired and thinking that a 6 hour drive is not a good
idea, I am also awaiting information on her condition.

I apologize and hope to meet the Hof crowd at the next one. I was the
Elementary Art teacher in Hof in 1970 – 1971. It was my second year in the
Dodds school system and my first in Germany. I transferred to Germany
from Subic Bay in the Philippines. From Hof, I transferred down to
Karlsruhe for three years, up to Berlin for three years, home getting a
Master’s Degree for a year and back to Germany – Neubrucke and
Baumholder for four years. In 1981, I married Bert and became Mrs.
Cornelison instead of Miss Marr! We left and went to Fort Riley in June of
1982. My son, Matthew was born at Fort Riley in September of 1982!
Bert retired in 1985 and we came to New Jersey in Nov. of that year.

Thanks for all your communication. I hope to meet you one day!

Sally Marr Cornelison

Photo website GONE!
Tom Mikloiche has always provided us with lots of on-line reunion photo
albums but just
recently the site that he had been using closed with zero notice. Mick has
relocated most of
his albums to a new location and I think added new albums as well...
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The Mik says:

As many of you may have already heard, my FORMER PHOTO SITE (
www.clubphoto.com) totally shut down without warning and pictures there
appear to be lost forever. I spent most of this weekend re-doing albums of
pictures from the reunions we attended and the trips we took with
"HOFERS". They are now available from
www.tmik.multiply.com which is my new webpage and has everything on it
or for those that want to see the albums of pictures there are now 12 available
at
www.tmik.multiply.com/photos

Re "HEIMAT" in #289
Hi Guys:
Sorry to have to back out(of the mini-reunion) at the last minute. There are
several conflicts. My 602nd TCS, Det A mug will have to wait for long overdue
refill.. Have fun.
I didn't miss to mislead you Jerry about Heimat taking place near Hof. I
remember it as in or near the Rheinland. But it was all so deja vu circa
1947-9.
Ed Carchia
Ed's book set in the 602nd TCS era is close to being finished! ed.

And some new (to me anyway) pics

of the base and the Kaserne, provided by George Bennett
What you see here are downsized versions of the originals. Write to George for
further
clarification and possilbe uploadings. While this first photo looks a lot like
Jim Kezar's pic from the early 60's, this one is from a later period.

Hi, I ran across this photo,thought I would pass it on to the old Hoffers.We
were in Hof from Feb.68 --71.
Thought you would like to see where we once were I was a 404 photo

11/27/2007 4:53 PM

Re: Hof Connection Update #290

7 of 12

maintenance thanks for all the Hoff
Info. Hope you get this photo. (The original is a 2 meg file of very sharp
detail!). George's #2 photo will run next week or the week after.

George
Bennett
gbennett8@austin.rr.com

Speaking of pics...
a minor correction to the narrative on the photos last week. Jim Kezar says
that the two
border pics were taken from the ground, not from an aircraft (which would
have to have been
flying VERY low to do that).

My wife's 2 cents worth...
Just an observation that may help someone decide to try one of these
reunions: many spouses
who were not in Germany with their significant other may be thinking of
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school reunions and
are certain they would be bored or feel left out and are refusing to come. But,
from the
responses I've seen by 1st, 2nd and 3rd wives, this is a very different thing
from a school
or College reunion, and once they try it, they are hooked on the fun and
camaradarie of a wonderful,
friendly party of several days' duration. Give it a try, especially if you're
being
beseeched by him or her. We even have kids of folks attending and they enjoy
it enough to repeat.
Pat Mangas -wife of ye ed.

Planning a German trip?
Or just want to do a quick E-tour?
The following Travel Site from Dirke Vallo might be of interest?
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/0,2142,7550,00.html
Or... find out just how "German" you really are?
http://www.germanizer.com/www/index.html and ignore the pop-ups if you
don't run Firefox or
a blocker. Watch the sound levels. They are pretty high.

And for those of you...
who always thought the Dispensary staff were quiet, sedate restrained and
level headed guys?
WRONG!
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Photo by Jack Farrell... (@ the Blick, 1965)

We did this a while back...
but we have added many new members since then...
Perhaps the only official "Cold War Recognition" for your efforts you will ever
get!
Your "Certificate of Recognition"..
www.hrc.army.mil/site/active/tagd/coldwar/default.htm forwarded by Jerry
Middendorf

Another Reno attraction for your free time
NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE MUSEUM IN RENO
One attraction close to the Eldorado Hotel/Casino is only .2 miles
from the hotel. The Harrah Collection, featuring more than 220
antique, classic, specialty and unfathomable one of a kinds
automobiles act as a portal to the past. If you don't want to walk to
the museum from the hotel, you can catch a "FREE" shuttle bus that
runs on Virginia Street, called the "Sierra Spirit". It will get you
within a block of the musuem. The musuem is over 100,000 square
feet and also has a musuem store filled with unique merchandise.
The musuem is open every day, Monday - Saturday, 9:30AM to
5:30PM, and on Sunday, from 10AM to 5PM.
The cost is $9 per adult, $7 for Seniors, and $1 off for military
personnel. The cost would therefore be $6 per person for the HOF
Reunion participants. Once you're inside, the musuem has two free
90 minute tours each day. One at 10:30 AM, and the other at 1:30 PM.
So, if you'd like to take a trip down memory lane with one of a kind
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automobiles while you're at the reunion, please visit the musuem.
We will have a pamphlet in your registration package in Reno, and
you may also visit the museum's website at www.automuseum.org
for more information.

And the weekly personnel update from the Adjutant...

Off base
But for those of you that spend time in Trabzon at TUSLOG Det 3-1, you
might find that the following information hits just
a little close to home, most particularly for those that spent Sunday morningws
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in the
little Italian mission church down town.
The current priest assinged there from Rome was murdered or more accurately
assasinated in
the churc recently by a 16 year old terrorist. The posting is currently being
covered by a
priest from Samsun who comes once a month. This follows a bombing of the
local McDonald's
and the murders of several people at a building that published bibles in a
nearby town.
more here:
http://www.spiegel.de/international/spiegel/0,1518,411043,00.html in
English
For those of you not privy to the secrets of Trab, we had no Catholic Chaplain
there since there was that tiny Catholic Church of Santa Maria down-town.
The Jewish
Chaplain came in monthly from Karamursel, I think.

We also had no doctor or dentist assigned to the post. The medics did the duty
or for smaller emergencies there was the local TB hospital and Med-evac for
something really serious. WE also had 6 aluminum coffins stored by the ops
buidings for any that didn't survive treatment downtown.

and way way way off base...
And on a much less serious note... again for those of you with Turkish or
Middle East time
who have heard Sheryl Crow and her rant on how to prevent Global Warming
by never using more
than a single sheet of toilet paper per visit?
She may be on to something?
Remember the silly joke for the jeep troops when you were telling local horror
stories about
how to use the bombsights and of why you should always keep a book of
matches in your pocket and to
never throw away the little square piece that you cut out when you made the
hole in the
middle of the cover... ?
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One of those flashback things, I guess. Ed.
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