the

Hof Connection

newsletter

July 2017 ___________________________________________________________________________________

ALBUQUERQUE – OK, it's a tough name to
spell, but there are a lot of great things going for
it. One of the most popular is the annual
balloon fiesta, which, unfortunately, occurs
about a month after the reunion.
We're
scheduled for 10 September through 16
September and the balloons are scheduled for 7
October through 15 October. However, for
those that have the time, there is easily a
month's worth of attractions in the area to
occupy you: scenic, historical, and even
intellectual. This area is one of those hidden
gems you don't think about. The Fiesta is quite
colorful and, if nothing else, they prove that you
can do positive things with hot air, not like
Washington, D.C.. And for those, like myself,
that prefer a name easier to spell, try “Al-B-Q.”

Walt Murch - President
I’m looking forward
to our upcoming
reunion
in
Albuquerque,
New
Mexico. How about
you?
To
my
untrained
eye,
registrations appear to
be lagging, but our
astute Adjutant, Steve
Murphrey’s
tabulations seem to
indicate we’re on a
historical pace to
success. But the deadlines are fast approaching (10 August),
both for the event registrations and for the hotel
registrations. Just a reminder, you can get the registration
forms at the reunion web site <http://www.hofer1.com>.
That website provides the schedule for the reunion week and
information about the reunion events, particularly the tours.

The second tour is a bus ride along the famous Turquoise
Trail to historic Sante Fe, New Mexico, the heart and soul of
the Southwest, and “Santa Fe Style” is synonymous with all
the best the region has to offer - Its historic Plaza, winding
streets, covered arcades, hidden gardens and courtyards, and
Pueblo-style architecture.

The sleeping rooms and Hospitality Room will be at the
Residence Inn and reunion meetings will be held at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, including the Buffet luncheon and the
Banquet. The Banquet will feature Sunny Dooley from
Western New Mexico; She is a renowned Native American
storyteller and the stories present the world view of the Diné
people and details their relationship with their surroundings.

And a reminder that we are looking for donations for
Auction and Door Prize items. In the past we have had
some outstanding items donated, many of them hand made
by some very talented members. Hopefully the talent
remains and some more of these treasures will be coming.
This year we will have a few items selected for our “live”
auction and the remainder will be offered in a “silent”
auction where the members will be able to submit written
bids on the individual items displayed, with the highest
written bid becoming the new owner. Any item that doesn't
receive a bid, or isn't claimed, will be offered as a door
prize.

There are two tours scheduled. The first is to familiarize us
with some of the attractions in town including the National
Museum of Nuclear Science and History, the Turquoise
Museum, Old Town and the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center.

Plus there are many exciting excursions for your free time.
These include the Tram ride up Sandia Peak, with scenery
and fine dining at the top. If desired, you can arrange a hot
air balloon ride. A short drive away is the oldest living
Pueblo in the Southwest, the Acoma Pueblo and the oldest
continuously occupied community in the United States. And
for those who like to gamble, there are several casinos. If
you like Mexican food, you can get your fill at a wide range
of excellent restaurants.
All in all, it should provide a fun time for all. We're looking
forward to seeing you all there.

Here's a couple of examples of previous donations.

Ah Hah, you ask,”just where do I find this form?” Well, it
should be an attachment to the email that sent you the
newsletter. If not attached, we have it safely located at
<http://www.hofer1.com>. You will find the registration
form, the reunion schedule and all necessary forms there
waiting for you. Not only that, you will find links to the
Fairfield Inn (by Marriott) in Albuquerque and can make
your reservations from there. All of this courtesy of our past
Adjutant, Mel Hamill.
Bill Ward – Vice President
The Hof Reunion Association
would like to invite you to your
Reunion 2018 in Tunica, MS;
largest casino group between
Atlantic City and Las Vegas.
Situated on the Mississippi
River, 22 minutes south of the
City Of Blues and the home of
Rock and Roll, Memphis, TN.
Memphis is right in the heart of
America
with
numerous
interstate systems and major airline carriers, or take
Amtrak’s “City of New Orleans”, or if you want to bring
your rig, the major casinos each have over 100 RV hook-ups
for those who want to cruise in.
Gaming is just the beginning. In the heart of the place
where the “Blues” were born, and where Southern
Hospitality got its name, Tunica Resorts has become a fastgrowing entertainment destination with more headline
entertainment than anywhere else in mid-America.

If you have already decided that you have something to
offer, we would like a heads up to give us an idea as what to
expect and it justifies us making a list. The committee so far
has two members: Phil Murray and Jerry Middendorf. and if
you'd notify either one, or both at the contact information
listed below we would appreciate it.
Phil Murray
755 Ridge Way
Fallbrook, California 92082-2679
Phone – (760) 723-1726
hra.philm@gmail.com
Jerry Middendorf
405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21015
Phone – (410) 776-3637
j.middendorf@comcast.net
As mentioned, there is still time to get your reservations in.
Your HRA registration form handles the reunion; the
Banquet Dinner and your meal selection, the tours you may
be interested in, and ordering your commemorative Polo
shirt (even though it shows a T-shirt, you'll be getting a short
sleeved Polo shirt). This is due by 10 August. You will
have to make reservations for your hotel room separately by
calling the Fairfield Inn in Albuquerque. All of the
necessary contact info in on the registration form.

Outside in the fresh air is the mighty Mississippi River and
the Tunica River Park. The river park offers exhibits and
observation areas. Click on the web site for a 360 tour of
the 168 acre nature park. You could get in a round or two of

Golf at one of the 3 casino golf courses. There is the beauty
and splendor of the Ozarks of Arkansas just across the river,
and there is Crowley Ridge Scenic Byway that follows the
Mississippi River north. There might not be enough time to
do it all but here are some options. Just a short 22 minute
trip on a Memphis tour will take you to Elvis Presley’s
Graceland or Beale Street for the Blues sound. The Alex
Haley Museum, Casey Jones Village, the Cotton Museum
and how about the Peabody Ducks performance. A 40 store
factory outlet mall is located in the Casino Resort area for
your shopping pleasure, and lets not forget the laid back
atmosphere of shopping in downtown Tunica. Aside from
the casinos there are many fine restaurants and bars in
downtown Tunica, some of which may have a brand of beer
or two that Steve Murphrey is not aware of. If you follow
the Reunion page on facebook you will know what I mean.
Phil Murray says that there is a guy there that plays Blues on
a harmonica, that I’m going to check out. All these things
and more await your reunion in Tunica.
Informational Web Sites: <http://www.tunicamiss.com>
and <http://www.tunicariverpark.com>.

John Lamb – Second Vice President
As chairman of the Reunion Site
Selection
Committee,
I'm
soliciting at least two Association
members who would be willing to
participate on the reunion selection
committee for the 2019 Reunion. I
have been successful in obtaining
one member for the selection
Committee so far. Mr. Bill Hall
accepted a position on the
committee and has been most
helpful to date. Bill was in the
7307th, 1963 - 1966 as an X-ray
Tech. Bill met his wife, Karen Unger, there, as a lot of us
did. Karen attended one of the first Wife’s reunions in Las
Vegas, and they have also attended several other reunions
since then. Bill served 24 years in the Air Force before
retiring as a CMSGT.
I am again requesting one more member to volunteer to
participate in the site selection process.
The committee will also be accepting input from the general
membership for possible site locations in 2019. For those
who are willing to make suggestions we ask that you
provide a summary of why you think your site would be a
good choice. Contact info: email racerjl3@msn.com,
Address: 1143 West 15th Avenue, Apache Junction, AZ
85120, Home Phone (480) 288-7913, Cell Phone (480) 2445575. Any members who would like to submit site choice
information please cc: Mr. Bill Hall at <eltigre60@q.com>.
Mr. Hall and I met on the 19th and 20th of June to review
site information already obtained from many potential site
locations. The goal of the meeting is to narrow the site
options to 3-5 locations. Then we can direct our efforts to
obtaining further information from those locations. The goal
is to provide site choices that will excite the membership
which hopefully will generate major participation.

The 2nd VP also chairs the nominating committee. The
committee is looking for an individual to replace the current
2nd VP. For the Association to be truly effective it needs
membership support and those willing to accept board
positions and committee participation. Please send me
recommendations for the new 2nd VP or even better, let me
know who might be interested in being a member of the
Executive Board. Besides the usual need for a new 2 nd Vice
President, this year we will also be in need of a new
Secretary and Newsletter Editor. So anyone interested in
any of those positions feel free to volunteer or nominate a
likely candidate.
Margit Norwood - Secretary
By the time you receive this newsletter, we’ll have just two
more months to go before our Albuquerque reunion. If you
have not already made your reservation, then I hope that you
will hurry up and do so. Since becoming secretary last
September, I have gotten to know some of you through your
articles. It would be nice to get the opportunity to match up
some of the contributors to the Hof Connection Updates
with the live person.
I want to thank all who
interacted with the rest of the
HRA membership via the
Update.
I have thoroughly
enjoyed reading about your
experiences and thoughts—
some funny, some introspective,
and some eye-opening—such as
the stories about how some of
you made a real difference
while stationed in Hof. Our
members have helped the
Germans build things as well as
tear down damaged structures;
some contributed their time and donations to the local
orphanage (St. Elisabeth). Through some of these
experiences—whether they were youthful indiscretions or
opportunities to test their mettle, our members had the
chance to grow and mature.
Since writing the Update, I have also learned quite a bit
about the history of the organizational structure in which
you worked. As a German citizen back in the 60s, my
interest in your work environment was minimal. Since then,
however, I have put in my own 20+ years as a civil servant
for the U.S. government, and some of the language that was
unique to your type of work has now become my language,
too.
There are a couple of thoughts I want to leave you with:
Our membership is dropping, which should come as no
surprise to anyone. Whether we like it or not, we are getting
older and our Final Flyby and Ladies Serving in Heaven
Lists are getting longer. But there are still Hofers out there
who are not members and who, with a little bit of urging,
might decide to join or rejoin. Go through your HRA
Master Roster and see if there are any familiar names on
them, and then consider asking them if they would like to
join us.

What would you say to the idea of putting together a little
booklet with a selection of Hofer’s stories? Is there anyone
among our members who has some background in this and
would like to take on such a project? It might be a memento
that we can pass on to our children and grandchildren.
In
the
meantime,
please
email
me
at
<secretary@hofreunion.org> if you have suggestions for the
Update; would like to see/not see something specific; or
would just like to see us go in a different direction. I’m
open to ideas.
In Freundschaft,
Margit (Norwood)
Editor's note: For those that haven't heard, Margit is
resigning, effective after the reunion. Although she was
secretary for just a short time, she has contributed so much.
She may have small feet but she's leaving some very big
shoes to be filled. Her bi-weekly updates were phenomenal
and we will miss them a lot.

Rosi Queen - Treasurer
Is it me, or does time really fly. It
seems like we just celebrated
Christmas and froze our buns off
here in the Northeast. All of a
sudden it's gardening time, grass
needs mowing and the trees are
bright green and loaded with
leaves and blooms.
Blink your eye and it will be fall,
at the rate time is racing. Fall,
one of my favorite time of the
year,
not
only
because
temperatures will cool down from
sweltering hot and humid summer days we get here in
Delaware. For me, Fall means HRA Reunion with all the
lovely friends from so long ago.
This year I am especially exited about our Reunion being
held in beautiful Albuquerque, NM. I finally get to see what
I missed out on 49 years ago, when our orders to White
Sands, N.M. were cancelled and replaced with orders for
Vietnam. O.K., White Sands is a 5 hour drive from
Albuquerque, but never the less, it's in New Mexico.
I am sure, many of you are as excited about going as I am,
so get your Registrations filled out and start signing up.
September will be upon us before we know. Registrations
have been slowly trickling in, let's sign up and make this
another great Reunion. Did you misplace your forms, that's
o.k. too, you can find all needed forms on Mel Hamill’s
website at <http://www.hofer1.com>. Plus a whole lot of
other good information regarding Albuquerque, NM. Thank
you Melvin Hamill.
Every year, our membership slips just a little bit more as
evidenced by our yearly dues. Much of it seems to be due to
members fading away due to age, illness or worse, death.

Our Finances are in a reasonable State, but as I stated,
declining.
Many of our children were born in Hof. This might be a
good time for us to ask our children to join the HRA and
become members to assure continuity and longevity for the
HRA. Also, I would like to remind you all, should you
know of former HRA members, or former Soldiers that had
been stationed in Hof, please contact them and let them
know that they can join us.
Now on to Albuquerque, to date we have 52 members listed
as going, it's still early. I assume the closer we get to
September, this number will drastically increase. Who
would want to miss a great get together with friends in dry,
warm and beautiful Albuquerque.

Steve Murphrey - Adjutant
I am the relatively new (since
September 2016) adjutant of the
HRA. I think I'm getting the
hang of the job. I do various
tasks for the organization: things
like keeping up the membership
records, receiving money (dues,
donations, registration fees),
preparing various documents for
the reunion. I work closely with
the secretary and the treasurer.
I do need everyone's help in
keeping our membership records
up-to-date. In particular, if you change your email address,
please let me know. I am at <hofreunion@nc.rr.com>, or by
phone 919-779-4482.
If you stop getting the biweekly newsletters, let me know.
This will happen in April if you don't pay your dues (still
only $15 per year). Otherwise, if it happens, it is almost
certainly a problem on your end. The most common problem
is that your in basket gets full (e.g., when your friends send
you a bunch of pictures, and you don't download them right
away) and your Internet Service Provider stops receiving
any email that would put you over their limit. Regardless, if
you call me, I will help you figure out what is wrong and
how you can fix it.
N.B. - If you don't answer emails or return phone calls, I
will not be able to help you.
Whenever I receive a check from a member, I send you an
email confirming receipt. So if you don't get my email after
a couple of weeks, it means I have not received what you
sent. The US Postal Service is pretty reliable, but not 100%.
We have had 2 this year that are still probably floating
somewhere within the USPS hierarchy.

Robert Hörath – German Affairs Representative
Robert reports that he had been monitoring the Schlappentag
event in and coordinating with the Rathaus on the parade
down Leupoldstraße. He also monitored Oberbürgermeister
Fichtner's prowess at tapping the celebratory Faß, offering
hints on technique. Evidently it came off without a hitch.

The next challenge is Volksfest. This will require more
stamina on Robert's part, as it's a bigger parade and there
might be more Faß's to be tapped. Robert will be there for
assurance and will report on the happenings.

Obituaries
This is the longest list of Flybys and Ladies Serving in
Heaven we have ever posted. We didn't have a horrible
increase in recent fatalities, instead it is due to a concerted
effort by our Webmeister, Jerry Mangas, and the previous
Membership Chairmen, CA Russell and Phil Ruth, to collect
as much information as possible about many of the people
on our roster. Some are old members that dropped off the
active list, others weren't involved with the association at all.
Many of them had passed on many years ago.
Jerry will explain the process.

Myself, as Webmeister, and our two past Membership
chairs, CA Russell and Phil Ruth, along with the assistance
of our able and patient Adjutant, Steve Murphey, are
attempting to totally update our flyby lists. CA is working
from the bottom of the alphabet and Phil is working down
from the top, using all their tools that they brought to bear in
the past. The technique is fairly simple. I sorted the roster
by membership dates and then all members and non
members from the past, who had not renewed this year, were
sent an email asking that they update us with any names of
Hofers who had never been posted on the Memoriam Wall
on our internet website. The initial effort is to identify, if
possible, the status of anybody with a bounced email address
either by Social Security Death Registry, or obituary, or a
note back to any of us that so and so died plus any additional
info available. We have been able to add approximately 125
new names of men and women who belong on our memorial
page and brought a couple of old members back to life to
renew their subscriptions. What we are NOT doing at the
moment is researching all old names but thankfully that
information comes in from others who know or knew of
somebody's unfortunate circumstances.
The most current Flyby list on the website is at
<www.hofreunion.com/memorial.html>. It takes a couple
of seconds to load before the Sound of Echo Taps can be
heard. You can easily search for a name by using the
<cntrl>-F search function in most browsers. The same
functions work on the other rosters as well.
As was mentioned in past newsletters. Yahoo has sold off
it's small buisness interests which is where our Reunion site

was based, to an outside company which has had both good
and bad effects. We are still tied into yahoo mail to receive
updates and direction, and password links but sometimes
getting yahoo mail and aabaco to cooperate with each other
and with Java (yet another programming language involved)
is a stretch. Luckily Aabaco has an active customer service
group that can be counted on to eventually answer the phone
and help correct the problem. There is still a distinct
disconnect between our original website and the newer
modifications and keeping the two in synch is.... interesting
at times to say the least.

Flybys
James D. Anders, David L. Banks, Hollis W. Bailey, Donald
O. Barker, Charles Batte, Donald Batte, Aldeen Beck,
Sydney L. Bengston, Lester H. Bohl, Milton C. Booth,
Willis J. Billiner, Gail Bloomer, George J. Bologna, Joseph
M. Bomers, Lance V. Brackett, Charles A. Brannan,Chester
I. Brennalt, Harold S. Butler, Michael H. Clarke, Ted
Collins, Donald E. Conklin, Charlie Cropper, Innis E. Davis
Jr., Dwight “Dee” De Golia, Franciscus M. Dekker, Douglas
R. De Palma, Charles H. Elpers, Edmond D. Fincher, Wade
Fink, Hugh L. Frazer Jr., Thomas Funderburg, Charles
“Chuck” Giddings III, William A. Goff, Howard E. Hatcher,
William A. Inge, Evans L. Ingram, Emmett L. Ives, Adam
H. Johnson, Robert W. Kapfhamer, Kenneth Kemp, Daythal
L. Kendall, Robert A. Kensinger, William C. Kirby, Donald
P. Kloes, Jerry J. Kocina, Leonard J. Kure, Alan T.
Lockington, Larry E. Mangus, Richard A. Marquardt, Frank
D. Masters, Robert B. Medz, Dan Miller, Thomas O. Mills,
Robert L. Morgan, Cleaveland L. Mott, Dave Natalie, Tom
Nickerson, John L. Orr, Morris B. Overton, Edward
Partridge, Darrell Paskett, William “Bill” Patterson, George
E. Patton, Teddy Patton II, Earl Corley Peden (Chaplain),
Dale Penny, Jerry Piehl, Harry Pillor, John Rafferty, Jack L.
Rief, Jon Rittenour, Larry Rottet, Charles “Stan” Rushton,
Roy M. Sartain, Walter "Ed" Saunders, Richard N. Schave,
Robert J. Scura, Paul Sedlewicz, Richard “Dick” Semple,
William W. Stephens Jr., Arnold Eugene (Gene) Tate, Boyd
J. Watkins, Allen H. Watts, Arthur Weatherwalks, Jim
Weber, Lawrence B. Weier, Frederic C. Weihmiller, Frank
D. Willingham, Marvin (Ski) Witkofsky, Laurence Wetzel,
Henry J. Yeackle

Ladies Serving in Heaven
Reiko S. Bailey, Harriet Baker, Lois Marie Ball Banks,
Linda Barthelmess, Barbara Basner, Beverly Batte,
Anneliese Booth, Elizabeth R. Bowles, Denise Ann Bryson,
Sabina Clark, Lavee Hollowell Coone, Hannelore Helga
Davis, Sara Dayhoff, Pamela Sue DeGolia, Martha Marie
Pence Keel, Rafaella Maria Kelso, Mildred Theresa
Kensinger, Lynn J. Marcellino, Patricia K. Marquardt, Elke
Gross Mergenthaler, Arabelle Meyer, Barbara Milburn,
Sandy Posteraro, Roswitha C. Speicher Orr, Marianne Fuchs
Overton, Pamela Roussin, Oline Schultz, Grace Schwarz,
Mary Lou Sheehan Shriver, Myrtle Spicer, Helga H.
Stephens, Barbars Suber, Billie Tate, Erna H. Weier, Grace
Yarbrough,
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Walt Murch - President - murchw@aol.com
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Steve Murphrey – Adjutant - hofreunion@nc.rr.com
Margit Norwood – Secretary - norwoodmi@aol.com
Rosie Queen - Treasurer - leimitzer22@yahoo.com
Jerry Mangas - Webmaster – hofreunion@ptd.net
Phil Murray - Newsletter Editor – hra.philm@gmail.com
Robert Hoerath - German Affairs Representative robert.hoerath@t-online.de
Jim Riggin - Exec Board Advisor - jmriggin@yahoo.com
Staff Members:
Francis Fukumoto - HRA Chaplain - joumc@aol.com
Roger Gentilini - Sergeant at Arms - rjgentilini@live.com
Greg Krcma - Sergeant at Arms - santam@tm.net

