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“Hof Reunion Association Occupies

Hofer Rathaus”

OK, this wasn't the actual headline that they ran, but this is the photo that appeared in the Frankenpost with a very pleasant
article about how a bunch of old guys were stationed here in Hof and the surrounding area, about a million years ago in a
previous life, and how we have returned again and again to help remember the good old days, to be Hofers for a few days
ourselves.
President Jim Riggins reports; The 2016 Hof Reunion was our fourth time to return to Hof. We've held our annual Reunion
in Hof in the years 2002, 2006, 2012 and again in 2016. Every time we return to Hof, it seems to get a little bit better, and
Robert and Hanna Hörath are two of the main reasons for this. Every time we go to Hof, they have managed to come up
with new and very interesting tours - they both do just an outstanding job for us. And, the Quality Hotel and their Staff, did
a magnificent job for us again this year too, I guess they are getting used to the Americans staying at their Hotel.
We started off the Reunion at the Rathaus, with a warm welcome from the Oberbürgermeister, Dr. Harold Fichtner. And
in addition to the Oberbürgermeister, the local Governor for the Hof area, Dr. Oliver Bär, was also there to welcome us too.
This was the First time the Governor has attended the welcoming ceremony and we appreciated it.
After the welcoming speeches a quilt was presented to the Oberbürgermeister. The quilt was made by one of our own, Hilde
Middendorf, and donated to the Hof Reunion Association. A great big “Thank You” to Hilde for this outstanding piece of
Art.”

Hilde Middendorf is always donating some sort of very nice handwork to our occasions and has done it again. This time
she made a personalized quilt to present to the Oberbürgermeister as a reminder of our visit. On the quilt there are five
panels with photos that have reminders of our U.S. Icons. The upper left is a photo of the Statue of Liberty, upper right is
the HRA logo, center is the U.S. And German flags crossed, bottom left is a photo of the Capitol Building in D.C., and the
bottom right is photo of Mount Rushmore.

The Presentation
The front row from left to right:
Dr. Oliver Bär, Landrat, Administrative District of Hof and Surrounding Area
Dr. Harald Fichtner, Lord Mayor of Hof
Hilde Middendorf, Master Quilterin
Heike Fuchs, International Partnership Council
Jochen Ulshöfer, International Partnership Council
Rainer Krauß, Rathaus Press Secretary
Back row from left to right:
A guy in a blue shirt, a beautiful quilt, another guy in a blue shirt.
After the ceremonies, we all got up and kind of milled
about, speaking with our hosts, hearing firsthand about the
state of the local politics and happenings, and they were
also curious, asking about the experiences we had when we
were here and what makes us want to return.

After the wonderful welcome and tasty refreshments, we
slowly drifted away and headed for Fernweh Park to present
Klauß Beer with more stateside signs for display. They
were well received and will be put to good use.

The crowd slowly drifted out
to the entry hall where we
got ourselves a poa Wienerle
from the in-house Wärstlamo
and a Scherdel (or two). It
makes us think we're home
again. A perfect end to a
perfect welcoming ceremony.
It appeared to be an
enjoyable occasion for both
sides and we must thank
Oberbürgermeister Fichtner
and Robert for organizing
this outstanding event.

This is not to say that all things were perfect – it seems Hof
can always provide a little unplanned surprise. Sprinkles
anyone?

Tuesday was tour day to Rothenburg ob der Tauber.
As always, Rothenburg is a beautiful town to visit – a sightseerers paradise. If anyone wants to visit a beautiful town,
this is one of the best. It's plenty old, well maintained, and
still sits within the old city walls that protected it many years
ago. Entry is through gated towers, three of them shown,
one of them had the tax office on site to collect fees to enter
or exit.

Here's Hilde Middendorf, Helga Würdinger, and Hanna
Hörath exercising their Regenschirm.
Even though this was a successful event, this is the last time
we'll see Fernweh Park in Hof. It is being moved to
Oberkotzau. Oberkotzau is developing a tourist/recreational
area toward the east side of town. They already have an RV
Park in operation and are clearing land to make way for the
Fernweh Park, placing it directly on the banks of the raging
Schwesnitz river.

The RV Park complete with RV's.

Here's the raging Schwesnitz. Fernweh Park will be located
just a little bit beyond the trees in the background. If you
look close there are Trout in the water. Almost a
kilometer downstream from this point it joins the Saale.

They also had entertainment as seen by this photo of the old
theater. They didn't need a large screen TV.

Wednesday was a busy day touring our old duty stations.
First stop was Döbraberg.

Although we didn't get an up close and personal tour of the
site, Leutnant Benedikt Fleissner gave us a very
comprehensive briefing on what the challenges are today,
explaining how it is now part of a sophisticated network that
offers greater accuracy and reliability due to the increased
number of sites that now feed to a centralized computerized
system

With that accomplished we stopped at the front gate of
Hof/Hohensaas Site. It doesn't look quite as rustic as it did
in the old days – now its kind of makes you think it's a
Scientific Theme Park.

Here are some of the old timers that used to work in the old
sites, from the original mobile trailers, to the “Old Site” and
the “New Site.” Times have changed, the “New Site” is
also gone and the mission has changed too, but they still
have some exotic looking antennas that they don't want
to talk about too much.
Bill Little and Billy Thomas (in LH side of the picture
above, wearing blue shirts) both were here in 1955, with
the 6912 RSM. During that period, they had the joy of
knowing firsthand what the “M” meant in “RSM” - It means
“mobile.” They did their duties in beautifully appointed
trailers furnished by the Security Service. Most of them
were Air Force blue, but a couple of them were OD and the
heating were provided by the racks of old radios with
vacuum tubes. In the summer the radios weren't much of
a help to keep things cool - they depended on the Bier.
The tour continued to the Oberfrankenkaserne.

Here, with the latest in Radar in the background, there are
three different tours represented here. Bob Aleckson, on the
right, was here in the mid 50's when the site was brand new,
Jim Riggin was a bit later in the late 50's, and Francis
Fukumoto was here in the early 60's. They were here and
gone before Leutnant Fleissner (pictured above) was born,
perhaps even before his parents were born.

Obersleutnant Achim Wolfe, Obersleutnant KlausDieter
Zeug, Robert, and Hauptmann Stefan Jerschl.
We spent some time at the old Kaserne, now called the
Oberfrankenkaserne. We got an excellent briefing from
Obersleutnant Achim Wolfe concerning the missions that
are being carried out now to replace the work that was done
by the 6915th. Then Obersleutnant KlausDieter Zeug and

Hauptmann Stefan Jerschl filled us in on the activities of
the Bundeswehr at the Kaserne and how they fit into the
defense of the area. Robert, the guy in the blue shirt, was
there to organize things.
After the briefings, we were treated to a super lunch – better
than the ones we got when we were stationed there.
Mödlareuth Museum
Now it's a Museum, but during the cold war it was a real-life
extension of the Berlin Wall; there was a wall running right
down the middle of town, a town of only a couple hundred
inhabitants. It separated families, businesses and customers
and generally made life miserable for all the towns people.

Here's the old border – yep, that little creek was it, but the
bridge was constructed after the wall came down. On the
left you can see Mel Hamill standing guard to make sure that
none of those scoundrels from the other side come over to
our side.
The Thursday tour was to Bayreuth and through the
Fränkische Schweiz
Bayreuth is another of the beautiful cites in the area with a
great history. Richard Wagner spent a lot of time here and
he and his wife Cosima left their mark on the local history,
they have an annual Wagnerfest to acknowledge this and it
will take a few years in advance to get tickets if you want to
attend.
One of the major attractions is the Eremitage; designed to be
a great place to relax and keep cool during the hot seasons.

The formidable “Wall.”

Another great attraction is the Stadtkirche, just one of the
beautiful churches in the Bayreuth area.

This shows a tower, the fence with plenty of barbed wire on
top, and a plowed strip, sometimes with mines, on the far
side. On this side were the dog cables. During the older
days, there would be a viscous dog housed in the little shed
in the foreground; he would be attached to a cable that ran
between the two “A” shaped supports and free to attack
anyone that tried to make it through there. When the wall
came down, they could not rehabilitate the dogs and they
had to be destroyed.
And to cap the week's events was the Friday night
Banquet.
This was the location
of our banquet, one
of the few places that
could accommodate a
group of our size that
wasn't
undergoing
renovation, and the
food was excellent.

Our welcoming committee, Hanna Hörath and Jim Riggin,
shown here in action as they welcome Dr. Fichtner with his
son.

Hilde Middendorf surrounded by the Hörath's daughter,
Margarete Daniele, and granddaughter, Sara Daniele. Sara
arranged some of the entertainment for the evening – she is a
member of a dance group that entertained us with some
well- choreographed dance routines.
After the entertainment, the band came out and got us up
and going. It was only a two-man band, but they did a great
job, just like they did in 2012.
Most everyone lasted until the end, which was way past the
8:00 curfew, mainly because most people took the bus
instead of driving themselves. We all had a great time and
got back safe and sound.
And then, Saturday morning was our Aufwiedersehen
Breakfast. It was a great week, but it came to an end, so
we all packed it up, said our “Good-byes” and headed off
for new adventures.
Now remember, this was somewhat considered to be our last
reunion in Hof, but Jim Riggin has this observation:

Robert Hörath with Kaserne Kommandant, Hauptmann
Alexander Lehmann. These two worked out the
scheduling for our tours of the military facilities.

One of the critical people
responsible for our success,
Rainer
Krauß,
Public
Relations Specialist with the
Rathaus; he made a lot of
things happen and they
happened smoothly.

To start off the program, Traudl Riggin, again, got us going
with the U.S. And German national anthems. As usual, her
voice was excellent, but our voices needed a little practice.

“Not all of us have made it to every reunion, but many have,
and hopefully this isn't the last of the reunions in Hof even
though it was advertised as such. It is a fact that fewer are
attending, for a variety of reasons, with age, health and
finances being the major factors. Yet there are those with
'come hell or high water' attitudes, 'we're going to make it,'
the HRA just might do it again, so keep the door open.”

So, now what?
Well, there's always next year ...
Greetings from Walter
Murch, HRA President
for 2016 and 2017.
I hope that 2016 was good
to you and that the
Christmas
and
New
Year’s seasons ended the
year meaningfully. And I
hope that 2017 finds you
and your families all in
good health.
The highlight of our 2016 was the reunion at Hof, Germany.
Shirley and I preceded the reunion festivities with a river

cruise up the Rhein River, from Basel, Switzerland to
Amsterdam, Holland. Dubbed “Castles on the Rhein” the
trip included tours of medieval castles.
Primary order of business for me has been the planning for
the 2017 Reunion, which will be held this year in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Set aside the dates of 10
September through 16 September for the reunion and begin
making your plans. The registration form is included with
this newsletter.
The venue is the combination of the Crowne Plaza Hotel and
the Fairfield by Marriott Hotel. These hotels are adjacent
properties. The guest rooms are at the Fairfield and are $76
per night including a continental breakfast. The Hospitality
Room will also be at the Fairfield, combining a ground level
suite with a spacious patio. Meeting rooms and dining are
all at the Crown Plaza.
The agenda is common with previous reunions with
registration on the 10th, the membership meeting on the
11th, tours on the 12th and 14th, buffet lunch on the 13th
and banquet on the 15th. The tours are 1) a tour of four
locations in Albuquerque, including Old Town where we
will have lunch, and 2) a trip to Santé Fe with a tour and
significant free time for shopping and lunch, etc. There is
lots of shopping, several casinos, and lots of sightseeing to
fill in the free time.

Bill Ward, V.P.
Trying to put together a
reunion sure is not the same as
it used to be. First of all you
can’t do any real negotiations
until it is decided where the
reunion will be held. Prices
vary from $50 to $130 per
night +-+. I have contacted 10
hotels in Tunica and St.
Augustine all of which would provide a hospitality suite but
would not allow us to bring in our usual goodies. Some
would provide two adjoining guest rooms to which could
bring in our usual supplies. As you can see this really would
not be realistic for a large group of people. I hope after we
know where we will be going, after the voting in April 2017,
and if we can get a rough estimate as to how many will be
attending, we can get down to some hard negotiations. I
would suggest that when you receive the Newsletter that you
go to websites to check out the locations.
St. Augustine, FL - Visitors to St. Augustine will find an
array of attractions in the nation’s oldest city. From living
history museums like the Castillo de San Marcos to GildedAge hotels swashbuckling adventures and specialized tours
in the air on the sea, and in the heart of the historic district,
St. Augustine has it all! Its unique scenery and history set
this city apart from any other in the country. St. Augustine
has a quaint feel but boasts a big appeal. Visitors can see
why when they stroll along the brick-lined streets and
delight in the city’s European flavor, with centuries-old
buildings, horse-drawn carriages, hidden courtyards, and so
much more. St. Augustine has plenty of history to explore –
450 years of it to be exact. In addition to its impressive
roster of top-rated hotels and resorts, St. Augustine has
become known for its excellent restaurants that serve a
variety of dishes reflecting the town’s multi-cultured
heritage. Add to that the city’s world-class art galleries,
boutiques and outlet shopping, theater and live music
opportunities, and 42 miles of gorgeous beaches; it’s easy to
see why thousands visit there each year.
Tunica, MS and the Hof Reunion Association would like to
introduce you to a city known for being the Gateway to the
Blues, while also boasting Vegas style live action and
entertainment all nestled into a quaint resort destination.
Located minutes away from Memphis, TN, Tunica, plays
home to eight world-class casino resorts with 5000+ hotel
rooms, big-name entertainment, championship golf and
much more!

Albuquerque Old Town Plaza

The San Miguel Chapel, in
Santé Fe is the oldest church
in the United States – over
400 years old – older than
the
settlements
in
Jamestown. It has been
maintained and rehabilitated
over the years using the
same techniques and adobe
bricks of local manufacture.

There are many convenient ways to reach the destination
including numerous interstate systems and major airline
carriers via the Memphis International Airport, or you may
also take Amtrak’s “City of New Orleans” which stops
throughout Mississippi as well as Memphis, TN. You may
prefer to see even more sites along the way and bring your
RV to stay. Two major casino resorts offer RV hook-ups as
well as the Tunica Expo and Arena totaling over 100 RV
hook-ups for those who want to cruise in.
Gaming is just the beginning, in the heart of the place where
the “Blues” begins and where Southern Hospitality got its
name. In addition to year-round big-name entertainment,
Tunica Resorts’ also offers a peak into the history of music

in the area with the resort’s newest addition, the Gateway to
the Blues Visitors Center and Museum on Highway 61,
which is the first place many people see when they roll into
Tunica. This rustic train depot, circa 1895, is a must-see stop
for travelers before and after a visit to Tunica. The Gateway
to the Blues Museum is the must-see attraction for all music
lovers, that will tell the remarkable story of how The Blues
was born and the role Tunica played in building the genre’s
legacy. Don’t forget to check out the six Mississippi Blues
Trail markers located here in Tunica as well!
Outside in the fresh air is the mighty Mississippi River and
The Tunica Riverpark and Museum. The Riverpark offers a
two- s t or y exhibit museum, aquarium and a third story
observation area for great views of the river. If you need to
get out and stretch your legs, hike, walk or run through a
pristine, undisturbed Delta forest located on the 3.1m i l e Eco Trail at the Tunica Riverpark. Keep the fresh
air going by getting in a round or two of golf at one of the
two champion golf courses located in the casino resort
area or take a break from the hustle and bustle of the day by
taking a stroll through the small town of Tunica visiting
the shops and Veteran’s Park along the way. You will be
sure to make a friend or two!
Take a quick tour north on Highway 61and see why Tunica
and Memphis are sister cities that pack one soulful
entertainment punch! From Tunica, it is just a quick 30m i n u t e trip to Memphis where you can visit iconic
music sites like Elvis Presley’s Graceland, Sam Phillip’s
Sun Studio, as well as soak up live blues on iconic Beale
Street. Stop in the historic Peabody Hotel to check out the
Peabody Ducks performance before you head back or
visit the new Tanger Outlet Mall on a quick 20-minute
drive to Interstate 55 in Southaven, MS. All these things
and more await your visit…If you chose Tunica for your
2018 Hof Reunion.
Informational Web Sites:
http://www.tunicatravel.com/
Reunion Cruise - Yes, I know that this is a little out of
the box, however those of you that have cruised before
knowing that cruising is a great experience and is
comparable to a hotel for 7 nights. I will try to anticipate
as many questions as I can in this article. Price can range
from $1700 for an interior stateroom to over $3000 for a
Junior suite with balcony, with two categories in between,
ocean view and superior ocean view with balcony, these
are prices for double occupancy. Cruise price includes all
meals and shows. The cruise would be Sunday to Sunday
and would be to the Eastern Caribbean or Western
Caribbean depending on the date of the reunion. We
would be provided with space for the membership meeting
and board meeting. On the down side, the hospitality suite,
would not be what we are used to, you would have to pay
for drinks as was done at the reunions in Hof.
John Lamb, 2nd V.P.
For those that don't know me here is a brief bio from my
Hof days. I arrived in Hof as a single Airman in 1963. I
met my future wife, Margrid Siebarth Hausner, from Selbitz,
while working as a waiter in the Hof NCO Club. In 1964
we were married. Our daughter Caroline was born in the
Hof Hospital in 1965.

I was reassigned to Amarillo AFB,
Amarillo, TX from 1966 to 1967;
Craig AFB, Selma, AL from 1967 to
1968; Phan Rang AFB, Vietnam in
1969; Eglin AFB, Walton Beach, FL
from 1970 to 1973; Wiesbaden AFB,
Wiesbaden, Germany from 1963 to
1976; Brooks AFB, San Antonio,
TX, from 1976 to 1984. I spent
about four years as an instructor at
the School of Aerospace Medicine
and completed my career with USAF
Occupational and Environmental
Health Laboratory.
During my tour at Brooks I wound up specializing in the
Radiation field which led to my second career with the State
of Arizona.
Retired from the AF in 1984 and accepted a position with
the State of Arizona, in the Arizona Radiation Regulatory
Agency. I left the State in 1992 and accepted a position as
Project manager providing onsite support to the Department
of Energy, in Paducah, Kentucky. (Thought I was too young
to be living on a fixed income – Ha-ha)
Returned to the Arizona Radiation Regulatory Agency in
1996 until I finally retired for good in 2009.
My daughter Caroline (HRA member) was married in 1992
and has two children; Jessica, now 23, and Ryan, now 20.
Jessica graduated from Arizona State University (ASU) on
Dec 12, 2016. Ryan is in his second year at ASU.
We lost Margrid to illness in Nov 2009, after 45 years of
marriage. While adjusting to my new life, I renewed my
membership with HRA. Bill and Edith Ward have been
close friends since the beginning. Bill and I worked together
in the 7037th. Edith and Margrid grew up and went to
school together in Selbitz. Our paths have crossed several
times over the years. While Bill & and I were in South East
Asia, Margrid & Edith lived in the same apartment complex
in Biloxi, Mississippi, we a l so were stationed together in
Wiesbaden in the 70’s.
I have met a very special lady, Ms. Anita (Nita) Luckenbill,
in 2014 and we enjoy doing many things together.
I participated in the Reunion in Hof in 2012, and the reunion
in Cocoa Beach, Florida in 2013.
Bill Ward asked if me if I would be willing to accept a
nomination as 2nd VP during the Hof reunion this year, and
after thinking about it for a few days I indicated that I would
willing to accept the nomination if approved. I am looking
forward to working with the HRA. See you all in
Albuquerque in 2017.

Margit Norwood, Secretary

Rosi Queen, Trea$urer

Has it really already been three
months since we’ve had our
reunion in Hof? We—that is, my
cousin Sonja Dietz who lives in
Hof, my niece Merida Christensen
who lives in Alexandria, MN, and
myself thoroughly enjoyed visiting
in Hof.

Really, is it January already? It
seems like we just got home from
a wonderful Reunion in Hof.

It was great to see Sonja again. Her
mother and mine were twins and
Sonja and I ar e t he only family
members left of our generation. With a not-quite two-year
difference in age, we share the same sense of humor and had
a great time remembering our “interesting” family members.
We also like to do crossword puzzles and, over coffee each
morning, took turns working the Frankenpost’s puzzle.
Merida decided to accompany me to Hof this year as my
guest. It wasn’t her first trip to Germany, but it was the first
time she experiences an HRA reunion. Merida is the eldest
daughter of my late sister Elfriede Thieroff Smith and
Stanley R. Smith who was stationed in Hof as a linguist.
Stan left Hof in 1959, and he and my sister settled in
Minnesota where Stan became an accountant. Merida was
born in Hof and, bless her heart, she has really done well
learning German and practicing it while we were staying at
Sonja’s during the visit.

Reunion, Holidays, all seem to be
rolled into one. But I must say,
this past Reunion in Hof was one
of the best organized and
pleasurable Reunions I attended,
and I haven't missed many, only
three to be exact.
During our stay in Hof this past
September, there were many
wonderful experiences and sights,
too numerous to mention. But the one that stands out for
me was when the HRA was entertained by the
Elisabethenheim Children with their songs. It was such a
pleasure for me personally.
This wonderful performance was in response to our €1000
donation. This always touches me deeply.

Since being voted in as a new HRA board member in
September, I have been familiarizing myself with my new
duties. Don Riverkamp, the previous HRA secretary, held
down the position for eight years before me, and he was—
and still is—of great help to me. For that, I thank him! I
also want to thank each one of you for your support. Those
articles, stories, and pictures you are sending to me add
more value to the biweekly Update than I could ever
produce on my own. I hope that you will keep them
coming!
You may have noticed that we are not getting any younger
(tsk, tsk!). We still have more than 300 active members,
but it wouldn’t hurt to try and reach out to recruit a few
more who, maybe, just don’t know that we exist.
Children and grandchildren of former Hofers are also
eligible to join, and it would be great if we could attract
some of the younger generation to our organization. Send
them a copy of the Biweekly Update or invite them (as
guests) to the next reunion in Albuquerque, NM. Maybe
they’ll like us? (If they don’t, then we don’t want to know
about it!)
I hope to see you all in New Mexico in September! In the
meantime, keep the communication flowing. I enjoy hearing
from you and am learning so much from reading your stories
and doing some research on things that I find particularly
interesting. Learning is good!
In Friendship,
Margit

Here is a copy of the article that appeared in the
Frankenpost; provided by Robert Hörath. Unfortunately,
there are a few members of the group missing, but it's a
great shot regardless.
Due to the way the School District used to be in Hof, I went
to School with several children from that Orphanage and
remember how lucky I felt, as a child, to be able to go home
to my home after School. The feelings of gratefulness that I
had as a child, came back to me as I watched these young,
innocent children perform for us. I felt humbled to have had
a minute part helping to make that donation to the
Orphanage.
The membership also approved another donation to the Air
Force Enlisted Widows Home. This project too, is very
special to me.
Having been stationed at Elgin A.F.B. from 1975-80, I
remember w h e n t h e A.F. Enlisted Village was in its

planning stages. None other than Bob Hope did a huge
fundraiser for the Home and although we could barely afford
it at the time, we went to see him.
That hanger was packed, the acoustics were lousy, but it
was a great show and we were part of it. Thinking back,
we knew what the Fundraiser was for, but we went to see
the great Bob Hope, the fact that it was for the Enlisted
Widows Home was secondary.
Now times have changed, and it was with great pleasure that
I sent off the $2000 donation check to Shalimar, FL, where
the home is now located. As every year, we received a very
grateful and warm “Thank You” letter back which Margit
shared with us in the bi-weekly update.
Now back to the Reunion in Hof, I would like to say a huge
“THANK YOU” to Robert and Hanna Hörath. Not only did
they plan a wonderful reunion for us in Hof, they made my
life so much easier by handling most of the Finances for the
Reunion.
Soon after I arrived back home, the Hörath’s mailed me
a big, really, big envelope of bills and paid receipts
along with Bank Statements, for all the expenditures in Hof.
It took a couple of days, but there weren't any errors to be
found and we successfully concluded the reunion finances.
After each Reunion there is a little downtime, but soon we
all will be getting ready for Albuquerque. Before we do that
though, I would like to remind everyone that the yearly dues
were due at the end of December, although the grace period
does extend till the end of March. So, if anyone has missed
sending in their dues, please remember to do so soon. If you
are not sure if you're paid up, please contact our Secretary
Margit Norwood or our Adjutant, Stephen Murphrey, they
will gladly help you out.
Now let's get that cold weather behind us and start looking
forward to Albuquerque, NM. Walt Murch has made
numerous arraignments, and deposits for those tours have
been forwarded.
As we all know, time flies and soon we will be able to enjoy
one another's company again.
Stephen Murphrey, Adjutant
I'll start by wishing everyone a happy new year.
I'm Stephen Murphrey, but I usually go by Steve, or Murph,
or Hey You. I'm the old guy on the left in the picture. The
others are the assistant mayor of Schwarzenbach/Saale, my
wife Donna, my sister Aline Arnold, and Barbara Davino.
We were there because my grandmother was born in
Schwarzenbach.

After being on the receiving end of the HRA for a long time
(Donna and I have been to every reunion starting in Hof in
2001). I took over as the HRA Adjutant after the wonderful
2016 reunion in Hof. Mel Hamill was a big help in getting
me started, with additional help from Don Riverkamp. I'll
do my best to support the group the way he, and Joe Kessler
before him, did.
To introduce myself, I am a retired software engineer, after
36 years working for IBM. Being somewhat of an optimist
(or masochist?), I like to dabble at golf. I'm also an avid
bridge player, with an occasional sojourn into other card
games. I also enjoy cooking, and I like to make some of my
own fermented beverages. I have been known to sample a
Bier occasionally. If you're in the Raleigh, NC area, stop by
the house. There will always be a beer with your name on it.
I hope to see many of you in Albuquerque, this year.
Jerry Mangas, Webmeister
In mid- 2016 a company called
Aabaco purchased a large part of
the Yahoo Business Systems where
our
Hof
Reunion
website,
<www.hofreunion.com> has been
based for literally years.
The
Yahoo website system had become
the proverbial kludge, difficult to
access, near impossible to update,
with almost zero customer service
unless you had hours to spend
waiting on hold and, unknown at
the t i m e t o al l of us, had been
hacked with the information and passwords of many
millions of Yahoo subscribers being compromised; a fact
known to Yahoo but not shared with its customers until just
recently. A side note: IF you use Yahoo or yahoo mail,
I would seriously suggest changing your passwords or
better yet, leaving Yahoo for friendlier sites if you are able.
This divergence of Aabaco and the Yahoo Business systems
leaves about half of our website in Yahoo Purgatory. The
older part, the Small Business System part, still functions, is
totally readable but so far is not updateable for all
practical purposes. All this just leads, I hope, to new
opportunity on the very usable Aabaco side. The Memorial
list has been updated with Taps as an audio background and
the entire website is search-able (for instance by name or
word) across all its pages from the index page. Many new
local Hof links and information have been added and many
of the older links that no longer work have been removed.
Some older links that have been relocated by their
webmeisters are being (hopefully) relocated and in the
process new ones have been found and will be added soon.
As a for instance, a US Army Europe history of the 60X
units at Hof has been located and will be included as will
updated links to the Constabulary and to the various ASA
units stationed in Hof over time.
The Chat Room is still available for use, but the guest
book has been shut off due to an incredible amount of
spam. In the 15 seconds it takes to delete a single spam
message, 4 or 5 new ones can come thundering in, making
it unusable for all practical purposes.

By the time this Newsletter is published, all of the Hof
Connection Weekly Updates thru #375, minus a few missing
from the line-up, will be available for your reading pleasure
and reliving of the past and as soon as the first 2017 biyearly newsletter is published, the 2016 updates will be
posted on line along with all the older newsletters for
anybody, anywhere, to read ,and all in PDF format.

And if you got outside, you had a chance to refamiliarize
yourself with Hof - it's kind of like you've been there
before. Here's a brief tour.

So, now you're up to date.
Jerry
Between all the organized tours and activities of the reunion,
there were moments that were unorganized, and we
could just wander about on our own recognizance.

The Quality Hotel - The food and
the service at the hotel was
outstanding, as usual, loved that
breakfast. This is the lady that
drives the operation and has
worked very hard to keep us
happy, Frau Manuela Kara. She
and her staff have always made
us feel welcome.

And there was an effort
on our side to make sure
the hotel did well. Dan
Holden did a great job in
the hotel lounge holding up
the bar but he wasn't alone,
there were a lot of eager
volunteers giving him a
helping hand.

The Rathaus is looking
good, as always, and serves
as a good anchor point to
establish your bearings.
Across Ludwigstraße is
another familiar landmark,
Michaeliskirche.

Traveling down toward the Altstadt, you'll find that
Ludwigstraße turns into a fußgängerzone, great shops and
sidewalk cafes.

They would serve us Bier, even after hours (if you told them
a real sad story), and charge it to our room (but don't tell
anyone).

In front of the Kaufhof – no more cruising unless you're
wearing clogs.

And here's the official history that is posted.

Marienkirche as seen from
side street Kreuzsteinstraße.
It's a landmark too, but if
you look up from the street,
you see something new, a
mural of Hof on the roof of a
nearby building. They did an
outstanding job capturing
the character of Hof.

Another area that should be familiar, in as much as most of
us got to Hof the first time by passing through here. The
Bahnhof; it's still in operation.

And comparatively new are these contemporary fountains
that seem to attract birds and kids.

Two versions of the Wärschtlamo – the historical one and
one of the current ones. Still important to just about
everyone that passes through Hof.

They have made an extensive effort to revitalize Hof and
create a comfortable environment for the local dwellers, a
city you'd feel confident living in – a mix of traditional and
modern life styles.

we were there. Well, the snack bar was open, and you could
get a Bier, so why not?

The lion is still on sentry duty there. It looks like the one
that posed for the old Löwenbräu Hof label.

And how is this for a parking lot? A beautiful building with
a classic facade, offices in the front and four floors of
parking in the back half. It's the best-looking parking lot I've
ever seen, but it is a bit tight when it comes to parking – I
wouldn't try it with a full-sized pickup truck.
Theresienstein Park – It offers you one of the best
overviews of Hof from there. It's a great park area with
several trails for comfortable walks away from the clamor of
the city.
As far as the old ruins go, they appear to still be ruined.
These old ruins have a connection going back to Prinz
Ludwig, so it appears that Hof has had some serious history
that most of us failed to acknowledge when we were
stationed there.

The Theresienstein itself is undergoing an extensive
renovation and the only thing that appeared to be open was
the snack bar. After all, where would the workers get a Bier
if it was closed? It seems like this was the year for every
scenic feature of Germany to undergo renovations. I had
never seen so much scaffolding as I have this trip, they have
it wrapped around almost every building you might want to
take a photo of. Nonetheless, you can still make out the
classic lines through the scaffolding.
One thing that amazed me was they had a bit of a rock
concert in the Bier Garten in the front of the building while

All things considered, it appears that Hof is more than just
the Deutscher Sibirien.

To recap: This reunion we had tours to Roethenburg ob der
Tauber, Döbraberg, the Kaserne, Bayreuth, and the
Fränkische Schweiz. The Hofer Oberbürgermeister gave us
the warmest welcome ever, joined us for our banquet with
his son and gave another welcoming talk. We had some
pretty decent weather (except for a sprinkle), the Euro
treated us kindly and the Bier is still pretty cotton
picking' good. And there were also little side trips taken on
our own. This reunion was advertised as the last one we
will have in Hof. Something doesn't jive here – don't ya
think we just might be able to do this again? Let's try
to reverse the advertising trend and save up for at least one
more.
An additional note. For more info on Hof and the reunion,
check out bi-weekly update #742 for 27 September 2016.
Margit did an excellent job of capturing the events of the
Hof reunion – it was difficult doing this newsletter as almost
everything was a repeat of what appeared in the update.

MEMBERS PASSING
We close this newsletter on a somber note as we
acknowledge those that have passed from our midst. This is
a list of “Hofers” whose loss we have been informed of just
since this last reunion in September of 2016, in Hof. Is
the loss of Dave Natalie, our HRA President for 2015?
Dave was a particularly positive person, looking forward
with courage and enthusiasm. We shall miss him. Our
sympathies and condolences to all the family members
and friends of those that we have lost.
FLYBY LIST:
Ray Hickey, Evans Lyle ‘Lee’ Ingram, Emmett Lee Ives,
David James Natalie, Chaplain Earl Corley Peden, Jack L.
Rief, Delmer Ross.
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:
Denise Ann Bryson, Elfriede Thieroff Smith.

I also want to thank Jerry Middendorf for many of the
photos used
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