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Well now … that was a BEACH PARTY.
It started slowly, a few people drifting in on Sunday,
probably to get the lay of the land before the action started.
And even though it was at the far end of the hotel property,
just off the beach, most of them found “Mambo's” (the
watering hole) before sundown, and tested their “Better on
the Beach Club” cards. But that routine intensified on
Monday with the new arrivals joining the experienced
members; their club cards worked too. Simply amazing.
The hotel facility was built a good many years ago and is
spread out on a large property (27 acres), but it was showing
it's age. It was generally fine for most, but there were issues
for those with disabilities and a couple of other guests.
Negotiating the distances between points A and B caused
some problems and the lack of wheel chair ramps in certain
other areas caused even more. It was all handled but not
without a little extra effort for those involved. Something
for us to address for future reunions.
Monday was a quiet day with nothing scheduled for the
general membership, just check in and get familiar with the
hotel. The executive board set up the registration line,
fetched various snack items and beverages, set up the
hospitality room making sure the beverages were properly
iced down, tested the pretzels, then, after all that labor was
finished, they adjourned to their executive meeting at 17:00.
After the meeting, they had to go audit Mambo's to make
sure it's still running right.
Tuesday is when it got real; most people were there, charged
up, and ready to go. The hospitality room was opened and
was the destination for everyone after they got their
registration packages. It seems there were a lot of folks that
knew each other and were happy to meet again. Door prize
and auction items were collected and displayed. A bunch of
photo albums came out and the tables filled up fast.

The General Membership Meeting was held at 16:00 where
all the important topics were discussed. Again we voted to
donate $2000 to the Air Force Enlisted Village and 1000€ to
the Jugendhilfehaus St. Elisabeth Orphanage; the two
charities we donated to last year. The election of officers;
President Bill Ward retired to the Executive Advisor
position, Claude Niebuhr moved up to President, Dave
Natalie moved up to V.P. And Jim Riggin was elected as the
2nd V.P. in a close race with Peggy Adams. The other
officers remained as before, Mel Hamill as Adjutant, Don
Riverkamp as Secretary, Jerry Middendorf as Treasurer, Phil
Ruth as Membership Chairman, Jerry Mangas as
Webmaster, Phil Murray as Newsletter Editor, and Robert
Hoerath as German Affairs Representative.
After the membership meeting, most everyone headed off
for Group Dinners; the AC&W Group(s), the Cops, Ops, and
several independent groupings. There were several nice
restaurants in the area and they all seemed to be able to
handle the crowds and the “enthusiasm.” Sometimes the
size and the enthusiasm can be a problem but it appears that
they have done this before and everything worked out great.
Of course, it was off to Mambo's after dinner for a nightcap.
Wednesday started early, hitting the breakfast buffet at 6:30
so we were fed early enough to catch the bus to Cape
Canaveral AF Station at 7:30.
It was satisfying to see the
site where the big time space
missions
started.
Surprisingly, one of the first
things we saw was a very old
lighthouse - a real lighthouse
- the only one in the Air
Force inventory, as a matter
of fact. It was ironic to find
such a historic item on an
Air
Force
property.
Construction started in 1848,
it was first lit up in 1868,
then
relocated
inland
between 1893 and 1894. In
1949, President Truman drafted it into the Air Force and it's
been there ever since.

Beyond that, we saw several of the old launch pads for the
original manned orbital Mercury and Gemini flights, and
launch pad 34 where Apollo 1 astronauts Grissom, White,
and Chaffee perished from a fire in the command module
during a launch pad test..

support vehicles, etc.. The museum building itself also had
a good amount of history covered – from the early, preastronaut rocketry, through the Apollo series, with a lot of
samples of the smaller items, such as one of the Gemini
Capsules, a couple of different rocket engines, tracking
electronics, and stuff like that.
After the tour of Cape Canaveral, we returned to the hotel to
prepare for the buffet luncheon – a short rest and a chance to
freshen up.
The buffet was set up in a large hall, nobody had to worry
about elbow room, the tables set up nicely, colorfully
decorated, comfortable atmosphere. The chow line was
equally prepared; a lotta stuff and it was good – had to let
the belt out a notch. The DJ played some good background
music to distract us from the calories.

From the launch pad, we motored over to the museum. The
museum was surrounded with some of the historic items
from the Air Force and NASA space efforts openly
displayed in the surrounding fields – military weaponry,
single and multi-staged launch vehicles, tracking radars,

After it appeared that everyone was done eating, the
program got underway. President Bill Ward presented
several awards, the largest group of awards was to all the
association members that had attended all of the reunions
beginning with the 2002 reunion in Hof.

From left to right: Alois and Rosi Dietz, Shirley Thompson, Heidi Pouch, Dean Thompson, Jim Riggin, Robert and Hanna
Hörath, Norm and Ursula Hines, Donna and Steve Murphrey. Absent from the photo are Francis and Joann Fukumoto,
Traudl Riggin, and Evi Stankich.
An additional award was presented to Greg and Sandy
Krcma for their outstanding work preparing the Green Bay
reunion in 2011.
With the awards accomplished, it was time for the Auction
and later the Door Prizes.

Former President Tom Mikloiche (AKA: Mik) graciously
volunteered as our auctioneer (again), and off we went. Due
to time constraints only about a dozen of the donated items
were auctioned off, most of them were hand crafted by our
talented members. The remaining items becoming door
prizes. Two or our most consistent donators, Susan

Holloway and Shirley Murch, exchanged their donations by
winning the bids on each other's items.

After that we were “dumped” on the economy, seeking out
historical stuff, souvenirs, and other bright and shiny things
that caught our eyes while touring around on the bus, then
finding our own favorite places to dine at noon, and hopping
back on the buses at 15:00 for the return trip to Cocoa
Beach. I wasn't a long day but it was a time for a nap.
Friday started off slow and relaxed, hanging out in the
hospitality room – nothing scheduled until 15:00 when all
the guys were cleared out for the Frauen Kaffee Klatsch.
The ladies went for coffee (yeah – right) and the rest of us
had to go to Mambo's. This was to entertain us all prior to
the Banquet Dinner that got going at 18:00. The doors
opened at 17:45, we all found our tables and promptly at
18:07, President Bill Ward welcomed everyone aboard.

The auction generated $560 for the association and that
almost covered the cost of the snacks and beverages for the
hospitality room.
The remaining items were then passed out as door prizes,
keeping Bill Ward and Don Riverkamp hustling as they
pulled names, called names, and handed out a lot of goodies.
The door prize guys, Jerry Middendorf and Phil Murray
want to extend a hearty “thank you” to all that donated.
There were some very nice things donated and they were
appreciated by the recipients too.
The DJ took over, got people up and got them dancing off
some of the new calories they acquired earlier. He had a
good mix of music, both German and American, most of it
danceable, all of it listenable. And finally the music came to
an end around 18:00; the party slowly broke up with many
continuing at Mambo's.

The program started with Traudl Riggin singing the U.S. and
the German national anthems, beautifully, as she always
does.

Thursday was again a tour day, heading off for St.
Augustine, the oldest european-established community in
the continental U.S.. Again, we had to hit the breakfast
buffet early (6:30 – ugh!) to catch the bus for the ride to St.
Augustine. When we arrived we were transferred to tour
buses for a 1 ½ hour narrated tour around town, getting
glimpses of the historic and tourist attractions.
Followed by Chaplain Francis Fukumoto, assisted by Peggy
Adams, Jim Patterson and Walt Whisner presenting a
memorial program recognizing our fallen members, friends,
and spouses we have lost since our last reunion.
Dinner started at 19:00, again with nicely set tables, very
well prepared food and background music from the DJ.

The St. Augustine Mall

Following dinner, Bill Ward presented two plaques, one to
Robert and Hanna Hörath for their hard work setting up the
2012 reunion in Hof, and another plaque for Dr. Harald
Fichtner, the Oberbürgermeister of Hof, thanking him for his
support for us while visiting Hof, making him an honorary
member of the HRA.

HRA members are always winners but at our banquet we
had three members that were special winners. - they became
winners of the 50/50 drawing. We have to thank Dave and
Karin Natalie, plus a few additional volunteers that went
around selling those valuble 50/50 tickets. A total of

Dave and Monika
Congratulations to all the winners. The balance of the
money collected ($582.00) was deposited into the HRA
Bank Account. Thanks to all for supporting the 50/50
Program.
With that wrapping up the “official” duties, the DJ started up
and everyone danced the night away.
Saturday morning - Aufwiedersehen Coffee, and Goodbyes
– always the sad part of the reunions.
But, before we close down the reunion, we want to mention
some of the “first time” attendees; Mike and Kathy Bussiere,
Vince and Mary Carnes, Bill and Bobbi Chaney, Bob and
Ali Denman, Jerome and Mary Hartjes, Tom and Jan
McKinney, Dick Learned, Ed and Alice Spellman, and R.B.
Williams. We enjoyed your presence and hopefully you
enjoyed ours. We'd love to see you all again and again.
There is more to be said. We mentioned problems with the
Hotel, they were mostly based on the age of the facility and
some of the furnishings. However, we must commend them
on outstanding personnel.
Starting with the Hotel
Coordinator,
Denisse
Benitez, she worked with
President Bill Ward up front,
to get things arranged the
way we wanted them, that
included the free breakfast
buffet and the “On the
Beach Club” card.
The crew that worked the
buffet every morning was
fantastic. The food was great, they maintained the supply,
there was plenty for all, and these ladies all maintained their
cool amidst these feeding frenzies.

$1,082.00 was collected and about half of that was broken
down into three prizes. Winners of the 50/50 were Monika
Swank ($150.00), Jim Patterson ($150.00), and the big
money went to Kevin Kloentrup ($300.00),

Jim and Dave

Kevin and Dave

One of the people you saw all over
the place was Robby. He oversaw a
variety of things involving food
preparation and service – overseeing
the set up of our hospitality room,
the luncheon buffet, the banquet and
also Mambo's lounge. He worked
hard at getting us what we needed
when possible.
The serving staff was also great.
They worked hard, they were
personable and friendly. Here are a few of them that helped
make our reunion more enjoyable.
Edith, serving a coffee
refill on Walt Murch at
the banquet.

These three, Tina,
Derrick, and Brett,
were most often seen
at Mambo's, trying to
keep up with the
orders – we did keep
them busy.

There were many more but we couldn't capture them all, yet
we have to say the personnel at the hotel were very gracious
and hard working, we appreciated it and thank them all.
After the reunion, there were many that wanted to continue
the party - 49 of them went on a cruise on Carnival's ship
Sensation, hitting Freeport and Nassau, Bahamas. Everyone
had a nice time and were all together for the early evening
meals. They departed on Sunday, October 15 and they all
returned Thursday, October 19 – nobody fell overboard.
Johnnie & Wilma Adams, Jim & Susan Alexander, Jim &
Gert Berry, Bob & Christa Brock, Dick & Leslie Brock, Bill
& Marcia Combs, Alois & Rosi Dietz, Dave & Karen
Dickson, Erich Duenne, George & Christa Fahrbach, Roger
& Elfriede Gentilini, Melvin & Ilse Hamill, Robert & Hanna
Hoerath, Ken & Gay Kielbania, Tom & Inga Mikloiche,
Anna Mueller, Helga Wuerdinger, Dave & Karin Natalie,
Claude & Susanne Niebuhr, Jim & Traudl Riggin, Don
Riverkamp, Phil Ruth & Sharon Roberts, James & Norene
Smith, Grant & Dona Sorensen, Timothy Spaeth, Dean &
Shirley Thompson, Bill & Edie Ward.
REUNION 2014 - Colorado Springs
Like Florida, it has great scenery, but kind of the opposite.
The tallest mountain is Florida is 49 feet and that's a
highway overpass – Colorado has gopher mounds that high.
Florida's average elevation is barely above sea level, while
Colorado springs is over 6,000 feet above sea level.
Colorado Springs is a beautiful area filled with great scenery
and activities. In the Colorado Springs area you'll find the
Air Force Academy, the U.S. Olympic Training Center,
Pikes Peak, the Pikes Peak Cog Railway, Garden of the
Gods, Cave of the Winds, and a variety of other attractions.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

So don't forget to bring your camera.
Destination? We are signed up with The Hotel Elegante
Conference and Event Center, 2886 S. Circle Drive,
Colorado Springs, CO, 80906.
Email: <hotelelegantesales@mcmelegante.com>
Ph: 719-576-5900.
See the attached registration sheet for the room rates, which
are good 3 days before and after the reunion, and the hotel
contact info. Once again we will have a breakfast included
and a two-for-one-price happy hour club card available for
$8.00 per person. There are two onsite restaurants for
breakfast, lunch, and dinner, plus Starbuck's Cafe and a Blue
Bell Ice Cream Parlor.
The hotel is located in southeast Colorado Springs, just off
highway I-25, it has great access to the major highways in
the area.
There are two airports that service this area; Colorado
Springs Airport (COS) and Denver International Airport
(DEN). Denver International Airport is about 98 miles to
the north, about a 1 ½ hour drive. If you can't get a good
flight into Colorado Springs, maybe you go to Denver, rent a
car and have a 1 ½ hour drive through some impressive
countryside.
For the gamblers there are five casinos in Cripple Creek.
There aren't any bus trips sponsored by the HRA, but there
is a bus that comes by the hotel, it has a charge but that is
mostly offset with gambling chits. You can check the hotel
for the schedule and the cost. Cripple Creek is about 45
miles away, and a 1 hour drive.

Saturday
4 Oct

13:00 – 17:00 Executive Board Sets up Hospitality & Registration Area

Sunday
5 Oct

09:00 – 15:00 HRA Registration
09:00 – 22:00 Hospitality Room Open
16:00 – 18:00 HRA Executive Board Meeting

Monday
6 Oct

08:00 – 10:00
10:00 – 12:00
12:00 – 22:00
14:00 – 19:00

Hospitality Room Open
HRA General Membership Meeting
Hospitality Room Reopens
Tour to Space Foundation Museum and Mini Octoberfest at Edelweiss Restaurant
(Meals & Drinks at Edelweiss NOT INCLUDED in tour price)

Tuesday
7 Oct

08:00 – 18:00
09:00 – 13:00
13:00 – 17:00
18:00 -----

Hospitality Room Open
Morning open to rest, shop, visit, or chat.
Tour to AF Academy, and the Garden of the Gods
Group Dinners at various Colorado Springs locations

Wednesday
8 Oct

08:00 – 12:00 Hospitality Room Open
12:30 – 18:00 Luncheon Buffet Program
18:00 – 22:00 Hospitality Room Open

Thursday
9 Oct

08:00 – 22:00 Hospitality Room Open
08:00 – 22:00 Free Day - Members choice to visit in Colorado Springs Area, or visit Cripple Creek
Casinos, or rest

Friday
10 Oct

08:00 – 14:00 Hospitality Room Open
14:30 – 16:00 Frauen Kaffee Klatsch
17:30 – 23:00 Friday Night Banquet Program

Saturday
11 Oct

08:00 – 12:00 Hospitality Room Open – Aufwiedersehen Coffee, and Goodbyes

2015 REUNION SITE SELECTION

BRANSON, MISSOURI
Dave Natalie, the
1st Vice President,
is responsible for
the balloting on
the 2015 reunion
site. The ballot is
included with this
newsletter package
and the cut-off
date for voting is
April 1, 2014.

Dave has the following to say about our choices: The
following three cities have been chosen for your review.
Two of them are repeats of locations we have successfully
visited in the past, and the third is a completely new choice
offering a lot of beautiful scenery and attractions. Show
your support for the Hof Reunion Association by voting for
the city of your choice and then attending the 2015 reunion.

Site of the 2009 HRA Reunion – since its earliest days, the
Branson/Tri Lakes area has drawn groups to its hills in the
Ozarks.
Branson is one of America's top vacation destinations and
hosts over 7 million people each year. With over 100 shows,
200 lodging facilities
and 400 restaurants, there is
something for everyone to enjoy.
In addition to the 100+ live shows, Branson offers the
following attractions: Silver Dollar City, Shepherd of the
Hills Historic Homestead, Dogwood Canyon Nature Park,
Veterans Memorial Museum, College of the Ozarks, Main
Street Lake Cruises, shopping at Branson Landing and
Tanger Outlets, championship golf, and much more.
For more information: <www.branson.com>
TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN

BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI
Site of the 2004 HRA Reunion – Biloxi is one of the oldest
communities in the country, having first been settled in
1699.
Today, the city is a cultural melting pot, with year-round
schedule of celebrations, set against a backdrop of sugarwhite beaches, an array of championship golf courses,
museums and historic sites, tantalizing seafood restaurants,
and the excitement of 24-hour casinos.
Just a few of the attractions include: Infinity Science
Museum, Old Town Bay St. Louis Shopping, Ship Island
Excursions, GI Museum, Biloxi Visitor Center and Museum,
Heritage Trails Partnership, Golf/Fishing, and the Lazy
Magnolia Brewery.
For
more
information:
<biloxi.ms.us/visitors>

<www.gulfcoast.org>

or

Nestled on deep blue Grand Traverse Bay, Traverse City is
an enchanting year-round recreational area with hundreds of
miles of Lake Michigan shoreline, including the majestic
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. Traverse City’s
lovingly-restored Victorian downtown is the perfect place to
wander, shop and “people-watch,” with over 150 fascinating
restaurants, coffee shops, stores and galleries. Nearby there
are picturesque “Up North” villages to explore, like Glen
Arbor, Leland, Bellaire and Suttons Bay, while the city’s
former mental asylum, the Village at Grand Traverse

Commons, is now a fascinating historic attraction full of
restaurants, wineries and shops. Beautiful and historic
Mackinac Island is only 1.5 hours way – a good all-day tour.
The same beautiful hillsides that make this one of the
world’s great fruit-growing regions also produce some of
America’s finest wines. The scenic Leelanau and Old
Mission Peninsulas are dotted with vineyards and orchards –
and wineries perched high above the water in awe-inspiring
settings. Winery tours are available for large groups. With
over 150 restaurants, Traverse City is a great food town with
a dining experience to suit every taste. It’s also become one
of the country’s most fascinating craft brewing towns, with
over a dozen microbreweries and brewpubs.
For gaming fun, Traverse City has two casinos, Leelanau
Sands and Turtle Creek, both owned and operated by the
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians.
For more information, check out <www.traversecity.com>
FUTURE SITE SELECTION REUNION 2016 Jim Riggin, our 2nd V.P. will be
working on our next set of
selections.
It is time to start thinking about the
Hof Reunion site location for 2016.
That seems like a long way off but
you know how time slips away. We
have been using a committee
headed up by the 2nd Vice
President and due to a lack of input,
we are missing out on a lot of
places where you might like to go next. The 2014 Reunion
will be in Colorado Springs and we will be voting in the
next couple of months for the 2015 Reunion, choices are
Biloxi, MS, Branson, MO and Traverse City, MI.
I am putting the choice out to the membership as to where
you would like to go in 2016. Send me your choices for the
2016 site location. Please don’t just send me a name of a
city, but give me some information about the area, the
Hotels available that can accommodate 200+ people, what
attractions are there to keep us busy?
Keep in mind that 2016 will be four years since we were in
Hof. Do we want to go back to Hof every 4 years?
Originally we were to go to Hof every four years, then we
skipped a couple years, we were in Hof in 2002, 2006 and
then 2012. Give me your thoughts about going back to Hof
in 2016. If you select Hof as the 2016 Reunion location,
please make sure you are planning to attend.
If you are a dues paying member of the Hof Reunion
Association, now is the time to make your choices known.
Please let me know where you would like to visit in 2016. I

will also be looking for a committee to come up with 3-4
locations to be voted on by the membership, if you are
willing to serve on this committee, please let me know that
too. Send me an email <jmriggin@yahoo.com>.
HRA SECRETARY – Don Riverkamp
I would like to thank each and every
one of our HRA Members and spouses
for keeping me informed whenever
there was a change of address, phone
number, email address, and/or sending
me information, photos and stories to
share with our members in the Hof
Weekly Updates. This past year has
been great for members keeping
myself and Mel Hamill informed of
any changes to their data for the HRA
Master Roster. Along with the mailing of the Hof
Connection Newsletters in January and July by David
Sallinger, I email around 410 Hof Weekly Updates to our
current active members with Internet Service. Having the
proper mailing and email addresses enables the Hof Reunion
Association to keep our members/spouses informed on a
timely basis with information. I have been emailing the
weekly update to groups of around 30-35 every few hours
on Mondays in order that the internet provider does not
think I am a Spammer.
We mail the Hof Connection Newsletters First Class Mail,
and that has greatly improved our delivery to our members
in a more timely fashion, and only a couple returned due to
wrong addresses. Keep up the excellent notifications when
moving, changing for summer/winter home addresses, and
email address changes. I would also like to encourage all
members and spouses that wish to share stories with our
members to please continue to email them to me. Thanks for
making my secretarial job a little easier, and the Hof
Reunion Association the best military association in
existence.
HRA MASTER ROSTER ONLINE
Our HRA Master Roster is updated weekly on Sunday, and
whenever you wish the latest electronic copy, all you have to
do is email me, and I will email it to you immediately.
Some people renew for future years, and therefore do not get
an electronic copy unless they ask me, since I might just
have forgotten. For those renewing yearly, I will email you
a copy during the week following your membership renewal
form reaching the adjutant's office in Dover, Delaware. Due
to mailing & printing costs, only new members without
Internet service will receive hard copy of the roster at the
time of their initial membership to the Hof Reunion
Association.

TREA$URER REPORT – Jerry Middendorf
I have enjoyed my third
year as your HRA
Treasurer and I want to
thank you for allowing
me to serve in that
capacity. If I can be of
service
to
anyone,
please let me know. I
am only a phone call or
email away.
The HRA operates on a fiscal year that runs from January 1
to December 31 of each calendar year. At present the HRA's
finances are in excellent condition with an ending balance of
$36,492.85 as of November 30, 2013. However, we are
confronted with the expenses of the upcoming 2014 HRA
Reunion in Colorado Springs, Colorado, and the January
2014 Hof Connection Newsletter. The greatest single item
cost to the HRA is the printing and postage of the Hof
Connection semi-annual Newsletter. The officers of the
HRA Executive Board consistently work to reduce HRA
expenses. The HRA Treasurer Books will be available in
Colorado Springs, Colorado for Fiscal Year 2014 for
inspection by any member with a desire to review the
Treasurer Records.
As a reminder, most paid memberships in the association
expire on December 31, 2013 and the 90 day grace period
ends on March 31, 2014. To keep your membership current,
please make sure your checks are payable to “Hof Reunion
Association,” and mailed to Hof Reunion Association, 232
Greenview Drive, Dover, Delaware 19901 at your earliest
convenience. If there is any question about your
membership, don't hesitate to contact either our Adjutant,
Mel Hamill, or our Secretary, Don Riverkamp, concerning
your status, either by phone or email.
The present HRA bank account is with PNC Bank in Bel
Air, Maryland. Most of the income in our operating funds
come from membership dues. Without the continued support
of our current and new members there wouldn't be sufficient
funds to keep the HRA continuing.
The HRA is recognized as a nonprofit, tax exempt,
charitable organization under Internal Revenue Code,
Section 501 (c) (19). Our tax return was filed with the IRS
for Tax Year 2012 and accepted by IRS on April 2, 2013. So
what does Section 501 (c) (19) mean. Specifically: (1) The
organization is organized in the United States or any of its
possessions, (2) at least 97.5% of all members of the
organization are past or present members of the U.S. Armed
Forces, cadets, or spouses, widows, widowers, ancestors, or
lineal descendants of any of those listed here, with at least
75% of those members being past or present members of the
U.S. Armed Forces, and (3) that no part of net earnings inure

to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual.
At the reunion the membership voted to donate $2,000 to the
Air Force Enlisted Village (AFEV). The HRA has made a
donation annually to the Air Force Enlisted Village since
2003. The AFEV provides surviving spouses, requiring
financial assistance, a place to live among peers, sharing
memories of the Air Force life without the stigma normally
associated with subsidized housing. If you are aware of a
surviving spouse requiring financial assistance give that
person the following phone number, 1-800-258-1413, to
contact the AFEV. You may visit the AFEV website at
<www.afenlistedwidows.org> and read more about the
benefits of the AFEV. Attached is a letter from CMSAF
James C. Binnicker thanking the HRA for our continued
support and 2013 donation to the AFEV. Please note the
personalized comments from CMSAF Binnicker.
In 2013, the HRA membership approved a second donation
of 1,000€ to the Jugendhilfehaus St. Elisabeth Orphanage.
They have been in existence for more than 80 years.
Services provided include kindergarten, nursery, social
welfare, chapel and other services. They are about a 3
minute walk from the Bahnhof with a large garden and
playground located at Orleans Strasse 6-10. Email:
<StElisabeth@gmx.net> .
The interface between the Adjutant and Treasurer is the
routine part of the job. At the reunion is when things get
crazy and involved. Reunion expenses (tours, luncheon
buffet, and misc. items) must be paid, hospitality room
(snacks and drinks) must be purchased and paid by the
Treasurer, daily donations from members patronizing the
Hospitality Room are received by the 2nd Vice President
and given to the Treasurer for future deposit in the HRA
Bank Account, and finally 50/50 monies are received and
ultimately dispensed to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of
the 50/50. So you can see there is a lot of monetary activity
between merchants and HRA members. Can’t forget about
the Door Prize Program and Auction either. This is a fun
time, too, receiving money from the highest bidder of
auction items. Funds received from the auction items are
also deposited into the HRA Bank Account.
Let me just summarize the process that takes place from the
time you send your check to the HRA Adjutant, Mel Hamill.
The Adjutant receives checks from members that can
include yearly dues and/or registration for the annual
Reunions, which includes registration costs and variable
items such as tours and Shirts. Once the checks are posted
by the Adjutant in his spreadsheets, the checks are mailed to
the Treasurer (Me). I deposit the checks and post the data on
my spreadsheets for preparation of the monthly financial
reports. Financial reports are prepared for the previous
month and emailed to the Executive Board. Also, my job as
treasurer is to cut checks to vendors and members as
necessary.

AUDIT OF TREASURER RECORDS – By Laws of the
Association, Article V (Duties of Elected Officers), Item 1g
states: the “President” shall appoint an auditing committee
to audit the Treasurer’s Report before transfer of Officers or
at any time deemed necessary. Pursuant with this
requirement Walt Murch and John Pace conducted a review
of the Treasurer Records at Cocoa Beach, Florida – HRA
2013 Reunion. Auditors concluded Treasurer Records were
correct and accurate on September 11 and September 13,
respectively. Thanks Walt and John.

Walt Murch

John Pace

So, meine Damen und Herren, if it wasn't for your
commitment and dedication to the HRA I wouldn't be
running to the bank 4 or 5 times each month. As always,
members are our greatest asset and without you we would
not have an HRA. You are the Ambassadors of the HRA. So
keep in touch with the friends you made in that little town of
Hof, and the surrounding area.

The kids liked the new toys and to show their appreciation
they presented a framed “Dankeschön” award to the
Hörath's to be passed along to the membership.

Think about it: Wear a shirt or hat that has the HRA Logo on
it. It is important to wear these items. As you move
throughout your communities, someone stationed in Hof,
might approach you and ask questions about the HRA. Use
that opportunity to write down the name, address and other
information and relay it to our Membership Chair, Phil Ruth.
ACTIVITIES IN DEUTSCHLAND
We gave our German Representative, Robert Hörath, a
couple of chores to do upon his return to Deutschland.
We voted to give the Jugendhilfehaus St. Elisabeth
Orphange a 1000€ donation, and with a little bit of
Dollar/Euro conversion and adjustments, Robert and Hanna
were able to present a check to them which was used to buy
a trampoline and several other items, which the kids really
appreciated. Again, the Frankenpost was there covering the
event and published a nice write-up with a photo, giving us
some nice publicity.

This is a closeup of their “Dankeschön” presentation.

We also prepared a plaque of appreciation for
Oberbürgermeister Fichtner for the recognition and support
he has given us over the years, making him an honorary
HRA member; this was also delivered by Robert and Hanna.
Dr. Fichtner was reelected last year with a substantial
majority, so it was evident we're not the only ones that
appreciate him.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN – Phil Ruth
It has been a slow period in the
membership department since my
input to the Jul 2013 Newsletter.
To date, since June 21, 2013, I
contacted or attempted to contact
32 former Hofers. I e-mailed or
snail-mailed paperwork to 16 of
them. Of the remainder some said
on the phone they were not
interested.
Others said they
couldn't not make it to the 2013
reunion due to family situations or
activities, and didn't know if they could make future
reunions. I also determined that 7 former Hofers and one
spouse are deceased. In addition, I ascertained 3 changes of
address. Of the 16 contacts that received paperwork, 2
joined the HRA. Additionally 13 new members, whose
membership I didn't initiate, were added to the active roles. I
want to express my appreciation to Peggy Adams for giving
me initial input on several names. Thanks to all others.
Eddie Crump asked me in Cocoa Beach, if I could help him
locate two former German Air Force friends that he knew in
Hof. I got on the computer and in the German phone
directory located Peter Pischalka in Herne, Germany. I
found no listing for Jerry Fellar. As I write this 70 days after
departing Cocoa Beach, I suddenly realize that a German
man would not likely be named Jerry. So, I just did another
directory name search for Gerhard Fellar, and it resulted in a
location and phone number for Gerhard Vellar in
Ungelsheim, Kreis Duisburg, Germany that I will forward to
Eddie.
Free web sites to search on a name and get results with

address, phone number, and relatives (family members) are
dwindling. When I started name searches a few years before
becoming Membership Chairman, I used five free web sites.
About five years ago, one of the most lucrative sites went
out of business. Since then, I chanced upon a site of equal
benefit; but this site now asks 95 cents per address/phone
number lookup. There are two other pay-per-lookup sites,
that I don't use either. Another free site still gives address
but no phone number. So, now I use three free sites that
provide address, phone number, and age plus, e.g. 65+; and
one site to which I subscribe annually that gives current
address and often phone number; sometimes previous
addresses and phone numbers; actual age and sometimes
DOB; and sometimes relatives names. Common name
searches can provide hundreds of results, but the sites only
provide 100. Without knowing a person's age when in Hof, it
is difficult to select the correct result regardless of the search
engine; so, I assume they are now in or above their late 60s,
and make a number of phone calls. I also use Ancestry.com
which can provide DOB, DOD (as applicable), spouses
name, different towns lived in in a given year; and maybe
even phone number. I also sometimes use Classmates.com.,
but it is not always good, unless I really know where the
person attended high school. And, knowing a middle initial
can often narrow the choices. So, mucking right along ....
ADJUTANT REPORT – Mel Hamill
Hello from Dover, Delawhere
We have moved from one year,
2013, to the next, 2014. I for
one cannot determine when it
happened. My days are shorter
and life seems to move ever
faster. I wake in the morning
thinking it is Saturday, only to
receive Don’s email with the
HRA Weekly
Connection
Update, reminding me it is
Tuesday. It has been a good year – 2013. Ilse and I have
been able to travel; our health is good, with minor problems.
One of my goals, as always, is to ensure the Hof Reunion
Association members are fully informed on all aspects of the
HRA. An item I have been looking at and which came more
to light this year at the Cocoa Beach Reunion then in any
other year is spousal voting rights and eligibility to hold
office.
Your voice, your vote: The Hof Reunion Association (HRA)
was initially thought of and started by the spouses of active
or retired military members who were at one time stationed
in Hof, Germany. The concept of the HRA was to reunite
friends. The HRA quickly grew. To continue and to

organize this large number, the association needed a
Constitution and By-Laws. The guidelines established four
Classes of Membership:
Regular Member, Honorary
Member, Life Member and Widow/Widower Exempt
Member. Presently, the HRA has 435 active members. The
breakdown is: 14 Life Members, 19 Honorary Members, 21
Widow/Widower Exempt and 381 Regular Members.
Spouses of a member number approximately 338 and are not
HRA members, do not have the right to vote in the business
affairs of the HRA and cannot hold office. Of the four
memberships, only two can vote and hold office, Regular
Member and Life Time Member. Regular Members are
defined as, “Those paid members having voting rights in the
business affairs of the Association and eligible to hold office
when elected.”
I believe the thought was: paying
membership would cover the operating expenses of the
Association, not restrict voting rights and prevent holding
office. Membership dues have and are covering the
operating expense of the HRA. Just my thoughts, I believe
all; who are associated with the HRA in the aspect of an
HRA household, to include both a single household and a
married household; should have a say in the operation of the
Hof Reunion Association. Some of the spouses feel
strongly, rightly so, about not being able to vote and not
having voice in the affairs of the HRA, after all, it was our
spouses who initially came up with the concept of the HRA.
As one spouse stated “my husband is the one who is the
HRA member, so I was unable to vote”. A second spouse
stated, “The women should have a vote in the elections.
After all, we were serving in Hof as well as our spouse”.
The only alternative for our loved ones to have their voice
heard is to become a Regular (paying) Member. I would love
to
hear
your
comments.
Please
email
me
<melvinhamill@yahoo.com> or call (302) 698-1835.

For information about the 2014 Colorado Springs reunion,
Hotel Elegante, phone, email, address, direction, reservation,
to print a copy of the membership form, registration form or
voting form, to see a tentative schedule of events, to view
room rates, see local attractions, link to the Space
Foundation Museum, the Edelweiss German Restaurant, Air
Force Academy and Garden of the Gods web sites visit web
page:
<www.hofgermany.com/2014reunion.html>.
Ilse and I wish you all the best. Stay in touch.
Your Adjutant,
Melvin and Ilse Hamill
2014 HRA COLORADO SPRINGS REUNION SHIRTS
This is the HRA logo design that will be on upper left front
chest of the 2014 Colorado Springs shirts. The shirt order
Form is on the back of the 2014 HRA Colorado Springs
Registration Form. Deadline for ordering is September 2,
2014.

A reminder, to vote for the “2015 HRA Reunion Location”
you can go to <http://www.hofgermany.com/Vote.html>, or
mail, email, or phone as listed on the attached voting form,
2015 HRA Location Voting Ballot. Please vote.
Last year at the Cocoa Beach reunion, mobility for the
members having special requirements was more
pronounced. This was intensified by the heat and the layout
of the hotel accommodations. To assist as much as possible
the HRA has included a statement on the back of the
Registration Form.

Ladies’ Gildan Short Sleeve Scoop Neck Shirts
Sizes - M, L, XL, XXL - Color - Forest Green
Men’s Gildan Short Sleeve Polo Shirt
Sizes - M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL - Color - Forest Green
Cost of Shirts: Ladies’ Scoop - $10.00 per shirt and Men’s
Polo - $15.00 per shirt.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS INFORMATION: The Hof
Reunion Association will seek, to the extent feasible, to help
with the needs of all guests so they can enjoy the events and
facilities. We cannot guarantee appropriate auxiliary aids
and services are available. In the event required services are
not available, you must make alternative arrangements.
Please list any necessary special requirements so we are
fully aware and can determine if your needs can be meet.

HOF GERMANY HATS AVAILABLE AT REUNION
These are the same hats that we have
had at past reunions. The hats will be
on sale at the reunion, and the cost is
$8.00 per hat (super price for an
embroidered hat). If you are not
attending the reunion and want a hat,
please contact one of the members

that will be going to the reunion that live close to you and
see if they won’t mind bringing you a hat back home with
them. We won't mail hats because of probable damage, they
will only be available at the reunion site.
PAST REUNION PINS AND HRA DECALS
We will have some past HRA Reunion Pins and HRA Decal
Stickers available at the Colorado Reunion. These pins and
decal stickers will be sold for $1.00 each and when gone,
will not have any more available. The 2014 Colorado
Springs reunion pin will be in member's registration packet
at the reunion. Extras of these will be sold for $2.00 each.

MEMBERS PASSING
We close this newsletter on a somber note as we
acknowledge those that have passed from our midst. This is
a list of members whose loss we have been informed of just
since this last reunion in September of 2013.
Flyby List: Erich A. Batjer (GD), Robert E. Branch (GD),
Joseph S. Campbell, Henry D. Culkin (GD), Donald A.
Dutton (GD), Lewis M. Jones, William C. ‘Bill’ Partrich,
Terrence P. ‘Terry’ Sweeney, Jerry Wells, and Terry Wells.
Ladies Serving in Heaven: Mary ‘McDonald’ Freddie.
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