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10 … 9 … 8 … 7 … 6 … 5 … 4 … 3 … 2 … 1 … ZERO … LAUNCH!
MISSION CONTROL … THIS IS COCOA BEACH … WE GOT A BEACH PARTY!
Well … OK, it really hasn't started yet, in fact there are still several weeks for you laggards out there to get reservations in
without penalty, but let us get on it because the 2 August cutoff is just about here. And, for those that have signed up here's
what to expect.

BEACH PARTY TIME
Where does the time go. It seems that I just stepped off the
plane from Germany after our last reunion, which by the
way was fantastic!
And we have an extreme
accomplishment to report to Don Riverkamp, our esteemed
secretary, for writeup in the Association's history files; it
seems that we drank the Quality Hotel out of beer the Friday
and Saturday before the reunion started on Sunday. I am
sure a lot of you would be proud of us being able to
accomplish this feat in our golden years. Just like the old
days.
Well so much for reminiscing, and now on to the "BEACH
PARTY". Just want to assure you that everything outlined in
the January Newsletter is still on. Tours to St. Augustine
and Canaveral Air Force Station are a “GO.” St. Augustine
is a beautiful and historic city and for those of you that are
planning to attend the reunion, this city is a must see.
Canaveral Air Force Station is well worth your time, a real
piece of this country's space program history, from the early
days to the present. We will be making stops at the block
house and launch complex of the Mercury 7 program as well
as the historic lighthouse located on the Air Force Station
and the launch complex where the first major setback to the
space program took place. I refer to the capsule fire in the
Apollo 1 capsule that took the lives of astronauts Grissom,
Chaffee and White. I must admit that I may be a little
nostalgic when it comes to our space program, due to the
fact that I have lived on the Space Coast on and off for 40
plus years.
There have been no major changes to the International
Palms Resort, only minor ones and those were are on the
plus side. I would like to cover the options on eating at the
hotel. There are three locations on the property where one
can indulge in fine food and drink. 'Mombo's' is located
beach side and has indoor or outdoor dining for lunch and
dinner and is open from 1130 hrs. to 2200 hrs. 'Splash at the
Pool' is the fine pool bar and is open from 1100 hrs. to dusk,
serving sandwiches and salads. 'The Captain's Grill,' located
at the front of the property, serves a buffet breakfast form
0700 hrs to 1100 hrs. I have made arrangements for the

buffet to open at 0630 hrs on our tour days so we have more
time to eat before our 0730 departure on those days.
As of the writing of this article only one group dinner has
been planned. The Cops will be having their dinner at the
Florida Seafood Bar & Grill. Signup will be at the reunion.
If anyone from another group is interested in being a group
leader for that organization, and needs help finding a place
to hold it, contact me and we can work something out.
As for attire, tee's, short sleeves, shorts and bathing suits
will work, total tropical attire. A light jacket or sweater
would be good, as it tends to cool off a bit in the evenings
and the restaurants tend to be a bit cool also. I am looking
forward to a great reunion. There is plenty to do in the area,
as referenced in the January News Letter. So until
September, be safe and we will see you all at the "Beach
Party"

The grand, exalted, all powerful, party wizard, his eminence, Bill
Ward and his boss, Edie Ward.

Beyond the excellent initial planning, there has been a very
professional backup staff arranged to handle the day to day
operation of activities of the reunion.

pubs and lounges, assuring quality of service and product.
They will also be active as “Road Guards” in the event
anyone wants to cross the road. They have all been issued
paddles that say “STOP” and one of them even has a
whistle.
All in all, this party is ready to roll.
For last minute registrations and adjustments … here is the
hotel info;
International Palms Resort and Conference Center
1300 North Atlantic Avenue
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
Email: cocoa@internationalpalms.com
Website: <http://www.internationalpalms.com/cocoabeach>
These ladies, Rosie Queen, Inga Mikloiche, and Gay
Kielbania, will be arranging the registration activities and
distribution system, making sure the lines are started in the
proper places and everyone lines up straight. They will also
monitor the level of Pretzels, Donuts, Beverage and other
amenities offered in the Hospitality Suite and make
corrections are needed.

The Standard Rooms for the reunion attendees will be $80
per night, plus tax and this includes a free Breakfast Buffet
for each registered guest. These prices are also good for
three days prior to the reunion, and three days after reunion.
If members wish to upgrade rooms from the standard room:
Ocean View Rooms are $105 per night, plus tax.
Loft Rooms that sleep up to six (6) are $139 per night, plus
tax.
Reservation numbers:
Direct Line to Reservations: (321) 392 1647
Monday – Friday: 9:00am to 20:00pm (EDT)
Saturday – Sunday: 9:00am to 17:00pm (EDT)
Toll free anytime number (24 Hours a day): (800) 206-2747
The toll free number goes to the hotel switchboard operator
and if reservations clerks are not available, the operator will
be able to make your room reservations.
REMINDER – Inform the clerk or switchboard person that
you are with Hof Reunion Association to get the agreed
rates.

This is the technical staff, Ken Kielbania, Gary Queen, and
Tom Mikloiche, that will perform quality audits on the local

So, if you are one of those laggards that forgot to register,
scour the loose papers on your computer desk and find the
registration forms you “filed,” fill them out and send them
in, or contact our Adjutant, Mel Hamill by phone (302) 698
1835, or email <melvinhamill@yahoo.com>, and make the
necessary arrangements.

2013 HRA COCOA BEACH REUNION SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER 9-14, 2013
Monday
Sept. 9
Tuesday
Sept. 10

Wednesday
Sept.11

Thursday
Sept. 12

0900 – 1500
1700

Exec Board Set-Up Registration & Hospitality Rooms
Executive Board Meeting (Egret Room)

0900 - 1545
0900 - 1300
1600 – 1745
1800 –

Hospitality Room Open (Dolphin Room)
HRA Reunion Registration (Manatee A)
General Membership Meeting (Manatee BCD)
Group Dinners (AC&W/Cops/Ops/Other Groups) - (Out on the Town)

0800 - 1100
0730 - Noon
1230 - 1800
1900 - 2300

Hospitality Room Open (Dolphin Room)
Canaveral AFS Tour (Cape Canaveral AFS)
Luncheon Buffet & Program (Manatee Ballroom)
Hospitality Room Open (Dolphin Room)

0800 - 2300
0730 - 1700

Hospitality Room Open (Dolphin Room)
St. Augustine Tour (St. Augustine)

Friday
Sept. 13
Saturday
Sept. 14

0800 - 1430
1500 - 1630
1800 - 2300

Hospitality Room Open (Dolphin Room)
Frauen Kaffee Klatsch (Dolphin Room)
Banquet Dinner & Program (Manatee Ballroom)

0800 - 1200

Aufwiedersehen Coffee, and Goodbyes (Dolphin Room)

So, how ya gonna get there? Well here are some tips from
our resident travel expert, Tom Mikloiche:
For those members looking for Flights to ANYWHERE
The absolute best airline website to have bookmarked is
"DING" from Southwest Airlines. If they fly out of an
airport anywhere near you, downloading "DING" is a must.
It gets you daily discount offers from your area airports to
assorted airports on their routes weeks and months in
advance and each day normally brings a different set of
offers.
Here are a few sites that not many people know about but
they also have great deals now and then.
www.kayak.com
www.farecompare.com
www.mobissimo.com
www.bookingbuddy.com
And the ones many people use:

In the past several years, our Auction and Door Prize
program has been very popular.
To organize this
undertaking, HRA President Bill Ward, has asked Jerry
Middendorf and Phil Murray to act as co-chairmen of the
Door Prize Committee. Additionally, Bill has asked our
former HRA President, Tom (Mik) Mikloiche to act as our
auctioneer. Tom has graciously accepted, and as always,
does a great job as auctioneer. The HRA is loaded with
talented members, and door prizes will again add that little
extra touch to make the 2013 reunion one of the most
memorable to date.
We’re looking for donations such as craft items, art work,
books, gizmos, etc., that can be presented as door prizes or
for a live or silent auction. At previous reunions, items
donated included crochet doilies, wood carvings, hand
crafted quilts, embroidered table runners, dirndls, oil
paintings, puzzles, decorated “Emu” eggs, hand made
jewelry, German Bier mugs, German/Austrian music CDs,
USAFSS hat pins, collector plates and many other items.

www.expedia.com
www.travelocity.com
www.onetravel.com
www.hotwire.com
www.priceline.com (Which I use A LOT !!!! Bid ½
to 2/3 of prices offered)
And there are times when the airlines themselves have better
prices then the ones found on the above listed sites, so if you
find a good price on any of the above sites, be sure and try
that airline's direct site before you book elsewhere.
As far as rental cars go, you can go through the AARP
website and check for the best rates using their discounts, or
you can check on any of the travel sites above and see which
one has the best prices. The one I use 99% of the time is
<www.priceline.com> and I bid on the car type I want. I
normally never bid higher than $15 per day and try to get
one for $13-$14. Be sure and check the other sites for the
cheapest rates and then
bid less on Priceline. The
one thing to always
remember when bidding
on anything on Priceline
is that they are NOT
REFUNDABLE
unless
you take out the Trip
Insurance offered.
Tom and Inga Mikloiche,
travelers of the world.
JERRY MIDDENDORF – DOOR PRIZES
Hey , all you crafty Hofers, it’s only a little over two months
until we meet in Cocoa Beach for the big party. So you still
have time to do what you do and make a donation to the
2013 Door Prize Program.

Let your imagination be the only limit as to what you bring.
To donate, merely bring the item(s) with you to Cocoa
Beach, however, please give Jerry Middendorf and/or Phil
Murray, a heads-up, via email, a telephone call, or snail
mail, ahead of time letting them know what you have
planned to bring as a donation.
The committee encourages wide spread participation in the
door prize initiative. But if you're unable to be with us in
Cocoa Beach, but would like to donate an item, please do
not snail mail the donated item to the HRA Adjutant or Door
Prize Committee Members. In a situation when you are
unable to attend the reunion and want to donate an item, first
attempt to contact someone that will be driving to Cocoa
Beach to transport your donation and make arrangements. If
that is unsuccessful, contact Jerry Middendorf or Phil
Murray to provide assistance in getting the donated item to
the International Palms Resort.
Jerry Middendorf
405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21015
Phone: 410 776 3637
j.middendorf@comcast.net

Phil Murray
755 Ridge Way
Fallbrook, California 92082
Phone: 760 723 1726
hra.philm@wildblue.net

DAVE NATALIE – 2ND VP
2015 Reunion
It has been fun doing the
preliminary planning for the
annual reunion in 2015.
We
attended a military reunion
planners' workshop in Branson,
Missouri, site of our 2009 reunion.
We met people from a number of
cities around the country. Of course, they all want to host
our reunion. It was nice to be back in Branson and see new
shows and how they are rebuilding after the tornado. The
reception at the Radisson by Sarah Hord was outstanding.
I have contacted people in many cities around our wonderful
country. All have something to offer military reunion
groups. Some of the locations are: Rapid City, South
Dakota; Sturbridge, Massachusetts; Frankenmuth, Michigan;
Kalamazoo, Michigan; New Orleans, Louisiana; Dayton,
Ohio; Indianapolis, Indiana; Laurel, Maryland; Alexandria,
Virginia; Columbus, Georgia. I found that the most
interesting for our group would be Traverse City, Michigan;
Branson, Missouri; Albuquerque, New Mexico; Salina,
Kansas.

In regards to our HRA Master Roster, it is updated weekly
on Sunday, and whenever you feel like you could use the
latest electronic copy, all you have to do is email me, and I
will email it to you immediately. For those renewing yearly,
I will normally email you a copy during the week following
your membership renewal form reaching the adjutant's office
in Dover, Delaware. However, some people renew for
future years, and I don't get reminded with the renewal form,
therefore I just might forget and you did not get an updated
electronic copy – so please don't hesitate to ask me. Due to
mailing & printing costs, only new HRA Members, without
Internet Service, will receive a hard copy of the roster at the
time of their Initial Membership to the Hof Reunion
Association.
2013 HRA COCOA BEACH REUNION SHIRTS
Here's the photo of the logo design that will be on upper left
front chest of the 2013 Cocoa Beach Shirts. The Shirt Order
Form is on the back of the 2013 HRA Cocoa Beach
Registration Form. The deadline for ordering is 2 August,
2013.

The board will narrow down the choices at the Cocoa Beach
reunion. It is important that all members vote for their
choice.
See you all at the Beach Party in September!
DON RIVERKAMP - HRA SECRETARY
I would like to thank each and every
one of our HRA Members and spouses
for keeping me informed whenever
there was a change of address, phone
number, email address, and/or sending
me information, photos and stories to
share with our members in the Hof
Weekly Updates. This past year has
been the best ever for members keeping
myself and Mel Hamill informed of any
changes to their data for the HRA
Master Roster. Along with the mailing
of the Hof Connection Newsletters in January and July, we
email around 410 Hof Weekly Updates to our current active
members with Internet Service. Having the proper mailing
and email addresses enables the Hof Reunion Association to
keep our members and spouses informed on a timely basis
with information. We mail the Hof Connection Newsletters
First Class Mail, and that has greatly improved our delivery
to our members in a more timely fashion, and only a couple
returned due to wrong addresses. Keep up the excellent
notifications when moving, changing for summer/winter
home addresses, and email address changes. I would also
like to encourage all members and spouses that wish to share
stories with our members to please continue to email them to
me. Thanks for making my secretarial job a little easier, and
the Hof Reunion Association the best military association in
existence.

Ladies’ Hanes Short Sleeve Scoop Neck Shirts w/Logo
Design
Sizes - M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL - Color - Carolina Blue
Men’s Gildan Short Sleeve Polo Shirt w/Logo Design
Sizes - M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL, XXXXL - Color - Carolina
Blue
COST OF SHIRTS: Ladies’ Scoop - $10.00 per shirt and
Men’s Polo - $15.00 per shirt.
We have purchased more of our
Hof Germany hats and they will
be available for those attending
the Cocoa Beach Reunion. These
are the same hats that we have
had at past reunions. The hats
will be on sale at the reunion, and
the cost is $8.00 per hat (super
price for embroidered hat). If you
are not attending the reunion and
want a hat, please contact one of
the members that are registered
for the reunion that live close to you and see if they won’t
mind bringing you a hat back home with them. We do not
mail hats, they will only be available at the reunion.

TREA$URER – JERRY MIDDENDORF
Our goal is to provide all
members the best service for
their money. The HRA (Hof
Reunion Association) operates
on a fiscal year that runs from
January 1 to December 31 of
each calendar year. This is a
reminder
that
all
paid
membership in the HRA expired
on December 31st, and the 90
day grace period ends on March
31st of each year. To keep your
membership current, please
make your check payable to the Hof Reunion Association,
232 Greenview Drive, Dover, Delaware 19901-5748. If the
$15.00 a year annual membership fee will create a financial
hardship for any person meeting the HRA’s membership
criteria, the individual may advise the Adjutant the
information will be passed to Board of Directors to grant a
FREE Membership.
Hey, meine Damen and Herren, membership is the lifeblood
of the HRA. Membership Challenge: Just contact one of
your friends you served with in that little town called Hof
that may not be an active member. Who knows, after your
contact they may consider becoming an active HRA
member. Without you we would not have an HRA. You are
the AMBASSADORS of the HRA. So keep in touch with
the friends you met in that little town of Hof and let’s meet
in Cocoa Beach in 2013. Being an active member of the
HRA contributes to the overall camaraderie of the HRA.
Refer the names of any inactive member that may want to be
an active HRA member to our Membership Chairman, Phil
Ruth.
HRA’s finances are in excellent condition and our bank
balance as of month ending May 31, 2013 is $51,991.77
(Total Income: $19,054.00, Total Expenses: 3,476.57).
Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2013 was $36,414.34.
However, the HRA will be confronted with the expenses of
the upcoming 2013 HRA Reunion in Cocoa Beach, Florida.
Whew just think, 2013 I had no wire transfers of US Dollars
to Hof, no payment of expenses in Euros (€). Life is good.
The greatest cost to the HRA is the printing and postage of
the Hof Connection semi-annual Newsletter. The Executive
Board has your interests at heart and works diligently to
reduce our expenses. The HRA Treasurer Books will be
available in Cocoa Beach for Fiscal Year 2013 for inspection
by any member with a desire to review them.
The HRA is recognized as a nonprofit, tax exempt,
charitable organization under Internal Revenue Code,
Section 501 (c) (19). So what does Section 501 (c) (19)
mean? Specifically, (1) The organization is organized in
the United States or any of its possessions, (2) at least 75%
of the members are past or present members of the U.S.
Armed Forces and that at least 97.5% of all members of the
organization are past or present members of the U.S. Armed
Forces, cadets (including only students in college or
university ROTC programs or at armed services academies)
or spouses, widows, widowers, ancestors, or lineal
descendants of any of those listed here, and (3) that no part

of net earnings inure to the benefit of any private
shareholder or individual.
We have made annual donations to the Air Force Enlisted
Village (AFEV) since 2003, and the membership in Hof
voted and approved a donation of $2,000 to AFEV. The
AFEV provides surviving spouses, requiring financial
assistance, a place to live among peers, sharing memories of
the Air Force life without the stigma normally associated
with subsidized housing. If you are aware of a surviving
spouse requiring financial assistance, have them contact
AFEV at 1-800-258-1413, visit the AFEV website at
<http://www.afenlistedwidows.org>, or email: info@afev.us,
and find more about the benefits of the AFEV.
The AFEV (formerly the Air Force Enlisted Widows Home
Foundation), was founded in 1967 after the Air Force
Sergeant's association conducted a survey and found that
over 50,000 widows of enlisted men were living in poverty.
A group of active duty and retired Air Force
noncommissioned officers with the assistance of former Air
Force Chief of Staff General and Mrs. John D. Ryan set
about to correct this deficiency. Their goal was to provide a
home for surviving spouses of enlisted Air Force members.
The Foundation was incorporated in Washington, D. C. in
1968 and granted federal tax-exempt status as a nonprofit
501(C)(3) corporation in 1971. The Village was recognized
as an official Air Force charity in 1973. Support through the
Air Force Assistance Fund was granted that same year and
those donations are earmarked specifically for indigent
widows.
The Village's primary mission is to offer housing and
financial assistance to surviving spouses of enlisted Air
Force members. Those spouses with the greatest need have
priority. Low pay and frequent military moves leave some
dependants without the opportunity of careers, home
equities, retirement plans or any significant assets.
Surviving spouses applying for long-term residence at Bob
Hope or Teresa Villages must be at least 55 years of age,
have a valid identification card and must be able to live
independently. Those who can no longer safely live on their
own are now able to be at home in the Hawthorn House.
Surviving spouse of enlisted members who served in other
branches of the military are admitted on a space-available
basis, but aren't eligible for financial assistance.
Additionally, the AFEV helps active duty members as well.
Temporary housing is available to spouses of enlisted
members who die or who are killed on active duty. Adult
dependents - typically parents of active duty members or
their spouses - are eligible for permanent housing on a
space-available basis.
Since March 2000, James Binnicker has been the president
and CEO of the Air Force Enlisted Village (AFEV), a nonprofit charity located in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, that
provides a home for the surviving spouses of enlisted
military personnel. He has been a member of the AFEV
Board of Directors since 1992. He entered the Air Force in
August 1957 and retired in 1990. In February 1985, Chief
Binnicker was selected for the 33-year extended tenure
program. He served as the Chief Master Sergeant of the Air
Force from July 1, 1986 to July 1990.

In 2012, the HRA donated 1,000€ to the Jugendhilfehaus St.
Elisabeth Orphanage. They have been in existence for more
than 80 years. They provide services as a kindergarten,
nursery, social welfare, chapel, and other services. They are
located at Orleans Straße 6-10, which is about a 3 minute
walk from the Bahnhof, and have a large garden and
playground area. Email: StElisabeth@gmx.net .
Robert Hörath, our German Representative, received a nice
note and a “Thank You” Christmas card from the Orphanage
and wants to pass it along for all members to enjoy.

He has also provided a couple of pictures of the kids, and
Christmas surprises that we helped with.

Sehr geehrter Herr Hörath,
Nochmal ein herzliches Dankeschön für die großzügige
Spende! Anbei ein Bild und ein paar Worte von einigen
Kindern unseres Hauses.
Mit freundlichen Grüßen und alles Gute im Neuen Jahr
Jasmin Pressler
Heimleiterin

The Orphanage is not a new experience for some of our
members. John Wible writes of his past experiences with
the Saint Elisabeth Orphanage.
“In November, 1962, on B-Flight, I was made aware of the
orphanage, I believe, through our Chaplain Father Phillip
Wild, and I wanted to do something for Christmas for the
children.
We purchased seven turkeys for the nuns to
prepare and then bought toys for all of the children. One of
the guys played "Santa" and we all had the time of our life.
We did not want to leave. We immediately decided to do
something else. The nuns told us that they were in need of
playground equipment. So with the permission of Lt. Ledet
and M/Sgt Charlie Komp I collected $.50 every payday for a
few months and were able to purchase the equipment that
the nuns had picked out.

Tuesday of each week. Items covered are unlimited. Items
published weekly are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Correction to members address, telephone, and
email. Very important - ensure you let the Adjutant
or Secretary know of any changes.
New Member
New Finds and Reconnection
Reunion Registration
Membership Renewal
Donation
Lost Member or Spouse
Birthday and Anniversary
Reunion updates

Since the official start of the Hof Reunion Association, there
have been three Secretaries. First, Chuck Wilson 2002 to
2004, Chuck played a much larger roll. He and a few others
started the HRA. Second, Jerry Mangas serviced 2005 to
2008, our official/unofficial historian on Hof and Germany.
Jerry is currently the HRA Webmaster. Don Riverkamp
2009 to present, Don has become a father figure to the HRA,
always available, looking out for the members. He monitors
the activities of HRA. If dues are forgotten, birthdays and
anniversaries need correcting, pins, hats and HRA shirts to
order or hotel reservation not made, he is there and ensures a
smooth HRA operation.
Registration Fee: In the past and present, questions and
requests are asked about Registration Fees. The questions
and requests are not easily answered and the answers will
not satisfy all. The board is always available to explain the
Hof Reunion Association policies. Examples of questions
and statements are:

The children are sitting on some of them. My friend, A/2c
John O'Brien, is kneeling behind the children. Photo of the
children at St. Elisabeth, circa 1963. Claudia Stetcher, the
little girl that captured my heart forever, is the little dark
haired one leaning back in front of the older nun; and, her
brother, Hans, is the dark haired boy looking over the
shoulder of the little blonde girl in front.”
Hofers If you have any memories or photographs of your
involvement with Saint Elisabethheim send them to me at
<j.middendorf@comcast.net> - Jerry Middendorf

MEL HAMILL – ADJUTANT
Hof Reunion Weekly Update: We have reached another
milestone for the Hof Reunion Association. This year marks
the 600th publishing and emailing, May 28, 2013, of the Hof
Reunion Weekly Update. This is one of the, if not the most,
important ways of communicating with the HRA Members.
Published weekly by the HRA Secretary and emailed out on

•

I can only attend one of the days. I was wondering
if I would have to pay the full registration fee.

•

I have friends that are going to visit me at the
reunion and I would like for them to be able to use
the hospitality room.

•

I cannot attend the full reunion. I will be leaving
Thursday morning. Will I have to pay the full
registration fee?

•

Why do we charge a registration fee?

Directly or indirectly, registration fees pay for hotel
facilities, association events, and supplementary support.
Directly, the registration fee ensures and allots sole use of
hotel facilities to the Hof Reunion Association. These
facilities are: the Registration Room, Executive Board
Meeting Room, Hospitality Room, Luncheon Buffet Room,
and Banquet Room. Indirectly the HRA has full access and
utilization of the hotel general facilities: pool, bar, gym,
dining area, lounge, etc. The HRA events paid by the
registration fee are Executive Board Meeting, HRA
Registration, General Membership Meeting, Luncheon
Buffet, Frauen Kaffee Klatsch and Banquet. Some of the
supplementary support: name tags, Hofer pins, awards,
printing, Luncheon Buffet and Banquet Program,
entertainment and music, professional photographer, event
insurance, hospitality room snacks and drinks, and other

miscellaneous reunion and administrative expenses. To
provide a top-notch program and to pay for the hotel
facilities, association events and supplementary support, the
cost is shared by all the registered attendees. On behalf of
the registered attendees, we the Hof Reunion Association
Board, take serious our stewardship of entrusted funds and
must be held accountable for how the registration fees and
all funds are controlled and used.
It would be nice to accommodate every ones desires and
requests. However, to do so the board believes it would be at
the expense of the full paying registered attendees and may
discourage the large turn-out needed to continue to provide
the high standards and quality of service this special event
demands. Feedback or recommendations are welcome. The
only exception to paying the full registration fee is; if you
cannot attend the banquet a reduction in the registration fee
is given. We will continue to address this subject.

Good day from Dover, Delawhere. Ilse and I would like to
wish all a pleasurable, healthy and super 2013. See you in
Cocoa Beach.
(Ed note: When you have a chance, ask Mel about his
certified “Hole-in-One.” He did it and it makes him a Onein-a-million” kind of guy.)
PHIL RUTH – MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
An idea that I came up with in 2012
took fruition during the first few
months of 2013. With the help of
Don Riverkamp and Mel Hamill the
names of our missing Hofers were
taken from the roster, formatted, and
inserted 50 at a time into the Weekly
E-mail Updates. I asked that you,
our active members, put all of your
thoughts together from back when
you knew any of these people in Hof,
and send me information that might
help me to locate them.
With this writing, I don't have access to my personal files,
but the general results based on your inputs enabled me to
locate and contact; re-contact; attempt to locate and contact
approximately 100 of our former Hof compatriots. I also
identified a few of our former workmates that are now part
of the HRA Final Flyby. I sent 16 packets of information via

USPS to addresses of possible missing for whom I had no
contact phone number. Only three of these were returned as
undeliverable. I don't have figures to tell you how many
new members we gained as a result of this effort, but, I
know that some were reported in the Weekly Updates. Even
gaining one new member made this effort a success.
I most heartily thank all of you that sent me input
information. While not all of it gave me the edge I needed
for a contact, your efforts were all appreciated.
CLAUDE NIEBUHR – 1ST V.P. - 2014 REUNION
The
Hof
Reunion
Association will hold the
greatest Hofer get-together
ever held in the U.S.!
Cocoa Beach will be
great; Colorado Springs
will be the greatest! Jim
Riggin has been doing all
the legwork to make
fantastic
arrangements.
We will be staying at Hotel Elegante – doesn’t that sound
classy! Standard Room is $80.00 per night. Upgrades are
available.
A complimentary continental breakfast for
double occupancy is included, served in a private room
daily. Group rate honored 3 days pre and post HRA
Reunion dates. A “Lucky Libations Card is available for
purchase at $8.00 per person and is good for 2 for 1
domestic beers and house wines during “Hotel Happy
Hour.” The hospitality room will be open daily.
Mark your 2014 calendar for 5-11 October.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
5 October – Arrival and hotel check-in
6 October – HRA Registration
7 October – Tours, time and destination TBA
8 October – Lunch Buffet
9 October – Tours, time and destination TBA
10 October - Banquet
11 October – Auf Wiedersehen breakfast
ROBERT
HOERATH
–
GERMAN
RELATIONS REPRESENTATIVE

PUBLIC

Robert also sent along an article
from the ProHof Magazine
concerning the completion of the
“Fernweh
Diner
Star
Museum/Cafe.” Klaus Beer has
promoted this effort and with the
help of several investors, is
building a “Good Old Sixties
Diner” across the way from
Fernweh Park. The article is a bit
long to use here, plus translating
the whole thing presented a good
challenge.
It is currently under construction but they expect it to open
in August.

of Kulmbach to the southwest and the county of Kronach to
the west. It also shares a border with the Czech Republic in
the east and with the Thuringian Saale-Orla district and the
Saxonian Vogtlandkreis in the north and north-east.
The county measures about 34km from north to south and
35km from east to west. The border to Saxony and
Thuringia is 79.14km long; the border to the Czech Republic
measures 24.65km.
Due to the low mountain range the climate is cool and
humid. Only the climate in the valleys of the rivers Saale
and Selbitz is a bit warmer than that of the surrounding
areas.
http://www.guide-tobavaria.com/UserFiles/Image/Ostbayern/Landkreise/hof.JPG

Klaus (without his OSHA approved hard hat)
pointing to the construction.
They will have the best burgers in town served by cute
waitresses in petticoats, but I'm not sure if super thick milk
shakes will be on the menu. The music will set you rockin'
– Oldies, Country, and Irish Folk music from the 60's and
the 70's. Not only that, for breakfast you get your coffee
refilled for free – unheard of in Deutschland!! Hopefully
they will offer Bratwurst as an imported specialty.
SOME LOCAL GEOGRAPHY
Courtesy of the online Travel Guide
<http://www.guide-to-bavavria.com>
Welcome to the County of Hof
The county of Hof features a great diversity of geology, flora
and fauna, which is what makes the county so special and
beautiful. There are four different geographic areas: the
northern chain of the Fichtel Mountains with the Waldstein
and Kornberg mountain range, the Münchberg Mountains
gneiss plateau, the south-eastern and eastern part of the
Franconian Forest with the Selbitz River valley and the
Hofer Vogtland, a transition zone between the Elster
Mountains and the Erz Mountains, where you’ll also find the
Saxonian Saale River.

Hof lies halfway between Munich and Berlin, nestled
between Fichtel Mountains and Franconian Forest,
Thüringian Forest, Vogtland and the Bohemian Spa Region.
It is a town to shop and stroll through. Hof's pedestrian zone
is a lively place with shops, markets, cafes and beer gardens.
You can immerse yourself in culture: Theater Hof (opera,
operetta, plays and ballet), Hofer Symphoniker, galleries and
International Hofer Filmtage (film festival) in autumn.
Shows and concerts are given in the Freiheitshalle (Liberty
Hall): from folk music to rock.
Theresienstein Park which extends over an area of 70
hectare was chosen most beautiful park of Germany.
Particularly fascinating are the pavilions and turrets, the
ponds and fountains which constitute an English style park.
Worth visiting are also the botanical garden, the zoo and the
geological garden.
POST REUNION CRUISE

Don Riverkamp has been in contact with a Carnival Cruise
Line representative for anyone interested in taking a cruise
after the HRA Reunion in Cocoa Beach. They have a 4-day
cruise out of Port Canaveral. The port is about 15 miles from
Cocoa Beach. For any reunion attendees/guests that would
like to relax and take a cruise to Freeport & Nassau,
Bahamas after the reunion, here is some information. This
activity is completely separate from the reunion, unrelated to
the HRA, and it's your personal choice to extend your trip to
Florida.
The county of Hof borders the county of Wunsiedel to the
south-east, the county of Bayreuth to the south, the county

The Carnival's ship “Sensation” sets sail from Port
Canaveral on Sunday, 15 September, 2013, at 4:00pm and
returns to port at 7:00am on Thursday, September 19, 2013.

Those wishing to partake in this cruise would be able to
leave their vehicles at a special parking location in the
reunion hotel resort parking lot while on this cruise without
any cost. Since the cruise does not set sail until Sunday, you
would have to stay one extra night at the hotel resort
(Saturday) to rest & relax before partying again with fellow
Hofers.
We are doing it this way since most people have their own
personal choices of what deck; middle/front/back; inside or
outside cabin; and because there are different prices
depending on what deck; stateroom; location on deck; and
whether you have sailed with Carnival before; whether you
ever worked for an airlines; and other factors in determining
your cost of the cruise.
For those interested members/guests, please contact the
cruise line representative listed below to arrange for your
own preferences on the cruise. This would allow the
Carnival Cruise Lines Representative to have those HRA
reunion attendees/guests desiring to take the cruise sitting
together, and/or at least in the same vicinity at the Early
Meal Seating and Shows.

The Carnival Cruise Personal Vacation Planner is Arthur
Joseph, phone: 1-800-819-3902 Extension 85260. If you
would like to be scheduled with fellow Hofers during the
dinner meals (early seating at 6 PM), and shows, etc.., let
Arthur know and give him the Booking #31PZC0, and he
will arrange it.
If there are any questions, you may contact Don via email,
or phone (512) 258-4894.
ITINERARY - Carnival Cruise Lines ship SENSATION
(9/15-9/19)
Depart Port Canaveral on Sunday at 16:00pm (Boarding
starts at 11:30am & ends at 14:30pm. Must be onboard ship
by 14:30pm or you can’t go).
Arrive Freeport, The Bahamas, at 10:00am Monday and
Depart at 17:00pm
Arrive Nassau, The Bahamas at 8:00am Tuesday and Depart
at 17:00pm
Fun Day at Sea on Wednesday
Arrive back at Port Canaveral on Thursday at 7:00am

GENERAL INFORMATION ON ALL CARNIVAL CRUISES
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: The Company reserves the right to re-instate the fuel supplement for all guests at up to $9 per person per day if the
NYMEX oil price exceeds $70 per barrel. Cruise rates are in US dollars, per person, based on category 4A and above, based on double occupancy,
capacity controlled, cruise only and subject to change at any time without prior notice. Government taxes and fees are additional per guest. A nonrefundable and non-transferable deposit is required at the time of booking for all guests to secure confirmed accommodations. Fares are backed by a
unique price protection policy. Full names are required for each guest. Offer is valid for new bookings only and is not combinable with any other
discounted or promotional offer. Available on sailings 3 months prior to sail date for short cruises (5 days or less) and available on sailings 5 months
prior to sail date for long cruises (6 days or longer). Offer is not available on all departure dates and ships. Offer is capacity controlled. Savings are
based on Fun Select rates and vary by sailings. Category restrictions and exclusions apply. No name changes are allowed. A $50 service fee will be
assessed per person for ship and/or sail date changes made prior to the final payment due date. Cancellation and other restrictions (including
stateroom/category availability) apply. Penalties apply. Please refer to the cruise ticket contract for additional terms and conditions.
REQUIRED TRAVEL DOCUMENTAION
Citizens of U.S. Territories and Commonwealth will follow the same Travel Documentation Requirements below. U.S. Territories and Commonwealth
include: Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands (St. Thomas, St. Croix and St. John), America Samoa, Swains Island and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.
CRUISE TRAVEL FOR U.S CITIZENS
Cruises that begin and end in the same U.S port (referred to as a closed-loop cruise), ALL guests are required to carry proof of citizenship AND proof of
identification.
Proof of Citizenship - A birth certificate or any of the WHTI-Compliant Documents listed below are acceptable.
Proof of Identification (I.D) - A non-expired government-issued photo I.D is required of all guests 16 years of age and older.
Birth Certificate Information
The following are acceptable:
An original Birth Certificate issued by a Government Agency (State/County/City) or the Department of Health and Vital Statistics
A copy of a birth certificate issued by a Government Agency (State/County/City) or the Department of Health and Vital Statistics)
A clear, legible, quality Xerox copy of a birth certificate that was originally issued by a Government Agency(State/County/City) or the Department of
Health and Vital Statistics). The Xerox copy does not need to be notarized or certified.
Birth Certificate Card
A Consular report of Birth Abroad
In Regards to Birth Certificates: Guests may obtain a copy of a birth certificate by contacting: The Department of Health and Vital Statistics at:
www.vitalchek.com. If the guest has laminated their birth certificate, it is acceptable.
Carnival highly recommends that all guests travel with a passport (valid for at least six months beyond completion of travel). This will enhance the
debarkation experience as delays may be expected upon return to the United States for those without one. Additionally, this will enable guests to fly from
the U.S. to meet their ship at a foreign port should they miss their scheduled port of embarkation and allow guests that must disembark the ship before
their cruise ends due to an emergency to fly back to the U.S without significant delays and complications.

MEMBERS PASSING
We close this newsletter on a somber note as we
acknowledge those that have passed from our midst. This is
a list of members who’s loss we have been informed of just
since the Hof reunion in September of 2012.

William Homer Montieth, Frederick Nachsin, James C.
Pettit, James Phelan, Frank D. Pope, Earnest J. Propst,
Richard L. Putman, Francis ‘Frank’ Sadowski, Howard W.
Samuelson, Elton R. Shorter, Joseph W. Siccardi, Raymond
F. Startz, Raymond Stoud, Edwin H. Usher, and Jack D.
Wallace.

FLYBY LIST:

LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:

Donald A. Ackley, Aloysius Butkiewicz, Paul F. Clontz,
Floyd Dawkins Jr., Duane N. Delcamp, Coy Neal Dodson,
Joseph P. Eberhardt Jr., Dennis M. Folkedahl, Charles H.
Fox, Henry Green, James P. Greenleaf, Earl D. Hankforth,
Robert M. Howell, Robert W. Kramer, Robert A. McAuliffe,

Shelby Bauernfeind, Sylvia Ann Brady, Marianne Cash,
Bonnie Leach, Pat Mangas, Carolyn E. O’Dell, Judith Ann
Rabidoux, Ursula ‘Fickenwirth’ Roebuck, Irmgard ‘Thiele’
Samuelson, Cynthia Scholle, and Elfriede ‘Thieroff’ Smith.

CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF:
Executive Board Members:
Bill Ward - President - bward4@cfl.rr.com
Claude Niebuhr - 1st Vice President - ccnieb@gmail.com
Dave Natalie - 2nd Vice President - davenatale@chartermi.net
Mel Hamill - Adjutant - melvinhamill@yahoo.com
Don Riverkamp - Secretary - don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net
Jerry Middendorf - Treasurer - j.middendorf@comcast.net
Phil Ruth - Membership Chairman - afnsagdret@cox.net
Jerry Mangas - Webmaster - hofreunion@dejazzd.com
Phil Murray - Newsletter Editor - hra.philm@wildblue.net
Robert Hoerath - German Affairs Representative - robert.hoerath@t-online.de
Jim Riggin - Exec Board Advisor - jmriggin@yahoo.com
Staff Members:
Francis Fukumoto - HRA Chaplain - joumc@aol.com
Roger Gentilini - Sergeant at Arms - rjgentilini@live.com
Walt Murch - Sergeant at Arms - murchw@aol.com
David Sallinger - Newsletter Publisher - dav_sallin@nc.rr.com

