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From left to right, in the first row, the attendees are … hmm, I don't think this is going to work. Lets just say that this collage
captures most of the 128 folks, and their guests, that attended the reunion. Don't you wish you were in the picture?

Yep, it happened again in Hof - another great Hofer reunion.
This was all put together by Robert and Hanna Hörath,
they did all the heavy lifting with just a little long
distance support from Jim Riggin, President, Mel
Hamill, Adjutant, and Don Riverkamp, Secretary. As
Jim Riggin said: "they made me look good, while in fact,
they did all the work on making the reunion a very, very
successful one.”

Like all things, the official reunion started off the day
before, with the Höraths, the Riggins, the Hamills,
the Middendorfs, the Niebuhrs, and the Natalies
setting up for the onslaught of registration on Sunday,
the 16th. Like all good things it wasn't easy as the
start was delayed by church services being held in the
registration room, but perseverance paid off and they
got in and had registration wrapped by 17:00p - just in
time for the meeting. Meeting? Yep, meeting, it
seems you just can't get away from those things.

The Board members got together to talk about things,
like four Marks to the dollar, our annual donation of
$2,000 to the Air Force Enlisted Village in Florida, a
1,000€ donation to the St. Elizabethan Orphanage in
Hof, approving the nomination list of new and current
officers to be voted on, and review the list of potential
sites recommended for the 2014 HRA reunion.
Relatively early the next morning (just before lunch),
we headed to the Hofer Rathaus for an audience with
the Oberbürgermeister, Dr. Harald Fichtner. The good
mayor welcomed us back in town, there were a couple
of short speeches and President Riggin, presented Dr.
Fichtner with a framed copy of the HRA logo. Dr.
Fichtner has been a good supporter of HRA in the past
and does a lot to make us feel like we're back home.

This is the article that appeared in the Frankenpost acknowledging our presence and speaking well of us – it must be the
gray hair that makes us look good.

After the audience with the Oberbürgermeister, Dr.
Fichtner, we were ushered off to a secret area of the
Rathaus and forced to sample local specialties, such as
a Schnitzelbrot, even a bier or two, or a bit of Wein, or
even soda pop, all of this was generously provided by
the City of Hof. After a while, we were left to our
own devices and wandered out onto the streets to do a
little shopping and/or sightseeing for a couple of
hours.
After stretching our legs, it was back on the bus and
we headed off to Naila for a tour of Naila's “1464
Frankenwälder Bürgerbraü Brauerei.” This tour was a
little better than average though, as if someone had
planned it that way. At the end of the tour, there was
free Bier (of course), but also some great “snacks” and
some super entertainment; Willi Mildner on the
accordion – rockin' and rollin' Bavarian style for a
couple of enjoyable hours.

Afterwards, Jim Riggin commented “We may be
getting older, but we can still drink some beer (5
Kegs) and I think our table drank one keg by

ourselves.” It must be like falling off a bicycle – you
never forget. Others commented that they thought this
was probably the best tour we've ever had (hic).
Tuesday was the tour to Seiffen, in the Erzgebirge. It's
located in what was the “Ost Zone,” just a few
kilometers from the Czech border. This area is famous
for hand carved wooden Christmas ornaments, from
small ones to hang on a tree up to larger ones that sit
on a shelf, such as Pyramiden, powered by candles
and spin, and Nußknackers (Nutcrackers). It was
encouraging to see that this skillfull hand work is still
available. Again, we got to wander around and do a
little (more) shopping.

Jim, Robert and Bundeswehr Officers, Oberst (Col.)
Norbert Reineke and Oberleutnant (1st Lt.) Erich
Hänel, exchange mementos at the briefing.

The Bundeswehr got T-shirts and Jim was presented
with an old AFES Barber Shop sign from the old days.

Wednesday was the tours to Döbraberg and the Site,
the Kaserne, and Fernweh Park.
At Döbraberg the group was briefed on the current
mission by Oberleutnant Stephan Rottke, and a TV
crew from Bayreuth was there to capture the moment.

1st Lt. Hänel, one of the briefing officers, has identified
a younger Francis Fukumoto in a picture taken a few
years ago.

After the briefing, we were left to wander around the
Kaserne a bit, then ushered off to the dining hall
(chow hall) and treated to a tasty lunch.
Then back on the bus and off to Fernweh Park and a
meeting with Klaus Beer, the creator of this attraction.
There was a quick pass down and around the Site with
a photo-op near the antenna field. It seems they still
have a sensitive mission there, so they didn't talk
much about it.
At the Kaserne (we called it “Kingsley Barracks” then,
it's “General Hüttner Kaserne” now), again we were
briefed on their current mission with a little touch of
history and nostalgia thrown in for us to remember our
times there.

Many of the members donated signs they brought from home to Fernweh Park and a gazillion pictures were
taken to commemorate the event. When done, we hopped back on the bus and headed for the Quality Hotel.
Well, no rest for the wicked – it was time for the
general membership meeting. At 17:30p, President
Jim Riggin called the meeting to order and got things
underway. Minutes were read and approved, financial
reports were read and approved, the members were
advised of the recommended donations of $2000 to the
Air Force Enlisted Village and the 1000€ donation to
the Jugendhilfehaus St. Elisabeth orphanage, in Hof.
They were voted on and approved. Jim introduced
first time attendees Willies & Cathye Ballou, John
Lamb, Margit Norwood, Carl & Linda Smith, Tim
Spaeth, and John & Inge Traub. Jim then introduced
the 2013 President, Bill Ward, and went for a Bier.
Bill reported on what is planned for next year's
reunion in Cocoa Beach – the tentative schedule,
projected room rates and special hotel offers. He also
mentioned cruise specials arranged by Don Riverkamp
through Carnival Cruise Lines, available after the
reunion for those that wish to take advantage of it.
Jim returned and presented the list of prospective site
locations for the 2014 reunion. This is normally done
by the 2nd Vice President but Claude Niebuhr had
taken ill just before the membership meeting, so Jim
stepped up. The proposed sites on this year's ballot
are Colorado Springs, CO, Eugene, OR, and Kansas
City, MO.
Next, the election of Executive Board Members for
2013. Automatically Jim Riggin moves to Executive
Board Advisor, Bill Ward moves to President, and
Claude Niebuhr moves to 1st Vice President. The
following members were elected by the membership:
Dave Natalie, 2nd Vice President; Mel Hamill,
Adjutant; Don Riverkamp, Secretary; Jerry
Middendorf, Treasurer; Phil Ruth, Membership
Chairman ; Jerry Mangas, Webmeister; Phil Murray,
Newsletter Editor; and Robert Hörath, German Affairs
Representative. This board will hold office through
the end of the 2013 reunion.
Jim's last action was to recognize the following
members and spouses that have attended every
reunion since 2002. They are: Francis and Joann
Fukumoto, Robert and Hanna Hörath, Steve and

Donna Murphrey, Jim and Traudl Riggin, Evi
Stankich, and Dean and Shirley Thompson. The
meeting was adjourned as 18:45p (finally!).
To finish the day, everyone was off to “Group
Dinners.” The members of the 6910th, 6912th,
6915th, and 7307th Dispensary had their dinner buffet
at the Quality Hotel. The 602nd, 603rd, 606th, GAF,
and Hof Civilian Honorary members had their dinner
buffet across the street at the Metzgerei Herpich. It
was a great way to wrap up activities for the day, and
finally, a chance to get a Bier.
The Thursday tour was to Bamberg; a beautiful town
with some great Bavarian history.

In the morning we toured the town, which included a
nice tour of the Cathedral. We had lunch at a local
restaurant where many tried Bamberg's famous
“Rauch Bier” - Smoke Bier. It's somewhat different
but not too bad at all, maybe noch eins .

The rest of the afternoon was spent with boat cruises
through town, then a little shopping, then back on the
bus, then back to the Quality Hotel – then a little
pooped, but enjoying the experience.
Friday was somewhat relaxed during the day – resting,
shopping, visiting friends, hanging out – then
preparing
for the big evening banquet at the
Theresienstein.
Jim Riggin started the evening festivities off by
introducing our special guests; Rainer Krauß, the Press
Secretary for the Oberbürgermeister, Klaus Beer, the
Fernweh Park creator (he's pictured above), 1 st Lt.
Erich Hänel, the Bundeswehr Briefing Officer, and
Janin Grotius, the person sent to keep Lt. Hänel under
control (you know those servicemen).

Our Chaplain, Francis Fukumoto gave the Invocation,
then Traudl Riggin beautifully sang both the American
and German National Anthems. This was followed by
a memorial service for those of our friends that we
have lost since the last reunion, conducted by
Chaplain Fukumoto and assisted by Dave and Karin
Natalie, and Dean Thompson.

By then, it was time for dinner – some originales
Fränkishes Essen – Rouladen with Grüner Klöße. It
made you want to have a Bier or a Wein to go along
with it - just super!
We had a chance to dance it off though, with a twoman band that did a great job. There was additional
entertainment from a local Trachtentanzgruppe in

period Hofer costumes (Trachten) and another group
that did a Holzhacker type thing, the hat swapping
dance that involved a few of our members. All in all,
those in attendance agreed the entertainment was
fantastic and we had a great evening.
On Saturday morning, a breakfast everyone seemed to
regret was here – the “Auf Wiedersehen” breakfast,
held at the Hof Quality Hotel. Up front, a week seems
like a long time, but at the end you notice how fast
time slips away. We want to thank the Höraths and the
rest of the “committee” that assisted, making this a
great event to be remembered. We also want to thank
Frau Kara and the Hof Quality Hotel, Frau
Fickenscher and the Hotel am Kuhbogen, and the
wonderful staffs of both hotels for providing us two
enjoyable places to stay with friendly and helpful
people to take care of us. After the breakfast the
attendees scattered – some to Oktoberfest in München,
others on tours, some stayed a while longer with
family, while some returned to the states – but all left
with some great memories.
As mentioned earlier, we donated 1000€ to the St.
Elisabeth Orphanage in Hof, and on Wednesday, the
15th, a bunch of the board members presented the
money to the Principal of the home.

From left to right, we have the Principal, Jasmin
Pressler, then Jim Riggin, Mel Hamill, Helga
Würdinger, Bill Ward, Phil Ruth (hiding in back),
Robert Hörath und Jerry Middendorf.
The kids
weren't identified but they were still cute. Jasmin said
they will put this donation to good use, and the kids
look like they might have a couple of good ideas too.

So, what are we going to do to improve
on the 2012 reunion in Hof?
Well, the 2013 Reunion in Cocoa Beach, Florida, is
going to give it a try. President Bill Ward has decided
that a "Beach Party" will have a good shot at it. Bill
explains ...
Let me repeat and refresh myself. Cocoa Beach is
located on the east coast of Florida, right in the middle
of the area known as the "Space Coast." It's just a few
miles from the Kennedy Space Center and Cape
Canaveral AFS, so you can see why it is called the
Space Coast. While many destinations promise you
the moon, this location is the only one that delivers.
The Space Coast has 72 miles of ocean coastline and
that's a lot of beach.
Also nearby is Port Canaveral; it is the world's second
largest cruise port. Carnival Cruise Lines, Disney
Cruise Lines, Royal Caribbean International, and
Norwegian Cruise Lines depart from this "Port of
Dreams." Edie and I have been on a few of these
cruises and they are GREAT. You might want to
consider a three or four day cruise to the Bahamas pre
or post reunion. There is information further on,
concerning a deal that Don Riverkamp has negotiated
with Carnival Cruises. This is completely separate
from the reunion - you're completely on your own, but
it sure sounds fun.
Ever since Cocoa Beach was
selected as the location for
2013, Edie and I have been
working hard to locate a
property that would work for
the reunion. We had to visit at
least 15 hotels, we had to
swim in all the pools, audit all
of the bars and lounges to
check the competence of the bartenders, then try a
meal or two in the local cafes and restaurants to verify
their competence and level of service. It was a tough
job but someone had to do it - and it was at no cost to
the Association - which was the main thing.
I am sure some of you may have planned an event
such as this, but for those that have not I would like to
run through some of problems that come to the
surface. One of the largest concerns is trying to
determine just how many will attend, most of the time
it is an educated guess. At this reunion we are
estimating around 260 to 280, maybe more. All of the
reunions we have had in the Southeast have been well
attended; 330 in Myrtle Beach, over 360 in Biloxi and
when you have this many attending you have to find a
hotel that has large enough banquet facilities to handle
the guests. Most hotels won't allow you to bring beer
or wine into the hospitality room and I bring up this
question first when talking to the Group Sales
Director, and it's a deal breaker.

A drum roll please … A contract has been signed and
the reunion will be held at the International Palms
Resort in Cocoa Beach. I will not get into all the
details, as you will be able to view them on the
registration form included with the newsletter. I will
however, hit on some highlights. We will have the
"Better on the Beach Club Card" which will be similar
to the Club Card in Green Bay. It will include 2 for 1
domestic beers/house wines, 1/2 price appetizers from
16:00pm till 19:00pm and $2.00 off per person with
card for lunch or dinner. These cards will cost $8.00
per person just like Green Bay. For information on the
facility and accommodations check out their website
<http://www.internationalpalmscocoabeach.com/>.
We had planned two tours for the reunion, one of
which will no longer be possible due to liability issues
at Knights Armament. The other tour is still good to
go and will be to Canaveral Air Force Station. CAFS
is the location of the early space flights, Mercury and
Gemini, as well as the test location for many different
types of launch vehicles and missiles. However, a
NEW second tour will be a day trip to St. Augustine
and a trolley tour through this beautiful city. The 1 to 1
1/2 hour Trolley Tour will highlight 20 or more spots
of interest around the city. At the end of the guided
tour you will have a free ride on the trolley to return to
any of the stops to investigate an attraction that you
wish to explore further.
And beyond the planned events, there are several
"self-guided" attractions for those that wish to venture
out on their own. The city of Cocoa lies just across
the Indian River from Cocoa Beach and there is a
small enclave within the city called Cocoa Village.
Cocoa Village is made up of small consignment shops,
antique shops, quaint restaurants and novelty shops. It
also has its share of chocolate and ice cream shops, for
those of you that partake of such things, and if you
happen to see me there mum's the word. For those of
you who like to test their luck, Victory Casino Cruises
provide two trips daily. The first in the morning at
1100 to 1600 hrs, the second in the evening 1900 to
2400 hrs. Shuttle service is provided by Victory
Casino and departs our hotel at 0917 hrs. for the
morning cruise and 1717 hrs. for the evening cruise.
There are about 20 public golf courses in the area for
those of you who like to chase that stupid little white

ball around. If you want more info on the Cocoa
Beach area, go online and check out these websites:
<http://www.cityofcocoabeach.com/>
or
<http://www.cocoabeach.com/index1.shtml>, or worse
yet, just Google Cocoa Beach and you can spend all
day on the computer.
On behalf of Edie, myself, and the Executive Board of
the HRA, we would be honored to have you join us in
Cocoa Beach for a fantastic "Beach Party".
Bill Ward, President
We are doing it this way since most people have their
own preferences of what deck; middle/front/back;
inside or outside cabin, and because there are different
prices depending on what deck, stateroom, location on
deck, also whether you have sailed with Carnival
before, whether you ever worked for an airline, and
other factors they use in determining your cost of the
cruise.
The guy to contact is: Arthur Joseph, Carnival
Personal Vacation Planner, Phone: 1 800 819 3902,
extension 85260. Let Arthur know that you want to
travel with the Hof Reunion Association group under
the booking #31PZC0, this way you would be together
with fellow Hofers during the dinner meals (early
seating at 18:00p), and shows, etc.. If you've had
enough of those Hofer clowns, then don't give him the
booking number – he might even be able to furnish
some funny glasses with a nose and mustache that you
can use as a disguise. Booking early can save some
serious $$$ from advertised prices – so, if you're
gonna go, then jump on it. If you have any additional
questions, feel free to contact me, Don, at (512) 2584894, or by email at <don.secretary@sbcglobal.net>.
ITINERARY (9/15-9/19) - Carnival Cruise Lines ship
SENSATION
Don Riverkamp reports on a “deal” he set up with
Carnival Cruise Lines.
I've contacted a Carnival Cruise Line representative to
see what they might have in a nice cruise from Port
Canaveral, which is a mere 15 miles from Cocoa
Beach. It turns out they have a four day cruise to the
Bahamas right after the reunion. This is not sponsored
by the HRA in any way, you will have to make all
contacts and reservations yourself.
The cruise is on Carnival's ship “Sensation” which
sets sail from Port Canaveral on Sunday, September
15, 2013, at 16:00p and returns to port on Thursday,
September 19, 2013, at 7:00a. For those that might
want to take the cruise but worry about parking their
car, the International Palms Resort has a special
parking section to use without any cost.
Since the cruise does not set sail until Sunday, you
would stay one extra night, Saturday, at the
International Palms Resort to rest & relax before
partying again with fellow Hofers on board.

Depart Port Canaveral on Sunday at 16:00p (Boarding
starts at 11:30a & ends at 14:30p. Must be onboard
ship by 14:30p or you can’t go).
Arrive Freeport, The Bahamas, at 10:00a Monday and
Depart at 17:00p
Arrive Nassau, The Bahamas at 8:00a Tuesday and
Depart at 17:00p
Fun Day at Sea on Wednesday
Arrive back at Port Canaveral on Thursday at 7:00a
TRAVEL AND CAR RENTAL
For flights into the Cocoa Beach area, there aren't too
many choices – Orlando and Melbourne are the
closest. Orlando is about a one hour drive and
Melbourne is about a half hour drive. Of course you
can drive from anywhere, i.e. Tampa is a little over
two hours, Jacksonville is almost three hours, and
Miami is a little over three hours. So check your
flights and your final driving time might be a factor in

your airline and flight selection.
The International Palms Resort does't offer any shuttle
service to any of the airports, so you are looking at
limo $ervice or car rental. And, as we have mentioned
in the past, you're financially better off renting “offairport” when possible and you can probably get free
shuttle service into town to the rental agency.
Also as we have said in the past, check all the rental
companies often. Even though you might have found
the “best deal” and make a reservation, there are
occasional specials that come along that are a better
deal yet. Remember, you can make a reservation and
within a short time period before pick-up, you can
cancel without any penalty – usually 48 hours to 72
hours. Most of the time, the agency that you reserved
with will acknowledge that they have a special and
will adjust the rate without having to go through the
cancelation process.
Several of the airlines and credit card companies are
offering free flights if you sign up with them, some
even offer package deals involving flights and car
rentals. So check all your junk mail and listen to those
nagging ads on TV, you might find something useful.
DOOR PRIZES
In the past several years, one of the things that has
proven popular is our Auction and Doorprize program.
To organize this undertaking, President Ward, has
asked Jerry Middendorf and Phil Murray to act as
co-chairmen of the Door Prize Committee. The HRA
is loaded with talented members, and door prizes will
again add that little extra touch to make the 2013
reunion one of the most memorable to date.

We’re looking for donations such as craft items, art
work, books, gizmos, etc., that can be presented as
door prizes or for a live or silent auction. At previous
reunions, items donated included crochet doilies,
wood carvings, hand crafted quilts (as seen above),
embroidered table runners, dirndls, oil paintings,
puzzles, decorated “Emu” egg, hand made jewelry,
beer mugs, German/Austrian music CDs, USAFSS hat
pins, collector plates and many other items.

Let your imagination be the only limit as to what you
bring. To donate, merely bring the item(s) with you
to Cocoa Beach, however, please give Jerry
Middendorf and/or Phil Murray, a heads-up, via email,
a telephone call, or snail mail, ahead of time letting
them know what you have planned to bring as a
donation.
Jerry Middendorf
j.middendorf@comcast.net
405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21015
Phone: 410-776-3637
Phil Murray
hra.philm@wildblue.net
755 Ridge Way
Fallbrook, California 92082-2679
Phone: 760-723-1726
2014 REUNION SITE SELECTION
Claude Niebuhr, the 2nd
Vice
President,
is
responsible
for
the
balloting on the 2014
reunion site. The ballot
is included with the
newsletter package, and
the cut-off date for voting
is 1 April, 2013. The
committee has come up
with the following areas
to choose from.
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO

Colorado Springs, centrally located in the United
States, home of the Air Force Academy, Peterson
AFB, Schriever AFB, Cheyenne Mountain Air Force
Station and Ft. Carson. This is a military town.
Colorado Springs is a large Western City with a small
town atmosphere, located 68 miles South of Denver.
Within driving distance are two Breweries, Budweiser,
located just north of Denver and Coors, located just to
the west of Denver. For your gambling pleasure, is the
old gold mining town of Cripple Creek located one
hour west of the Springs. In and around Colorado
Springs, is Pikes Peak, one of 54 mountains in
Colorado that is over 14,000 feet, there is a space
museum on Peterson AFB, Seven Falls located on the
S/W side of the Springs and the Garden of the Gods on

the west side. If we have the reunion on the right
weekend and end on a Sunday, we could attend an Air
Force Academy football game. There are more tours
within 80 miles of Colorado Springs than we could
possibly make within one week, some of which would
only cost the price of the bus and lunch.
For more info on the Springs check out:
http://www.coloradospringschamber.org/visitor/
EUGENE (LANE COUNTY), OREGON
The perfect place for our 2014 HRA Reunion is
Eugene, nestled in the heart of the Willamette Valley
at the confluence of the Willamette and McKenzie
Rivers. The area has endless restaurant and shopping
opportunities. A visit to the Fifth Street Public Market
is a must! All Eugene area locations are ADA
accessible. Oregon has NO sales tax...
Eugene welcomes military veterans, families and
friends. Sites and events include Eugene Veterans
Memorial “Wall of Honor”, Skinner Butte Veterans
Memorial Overlook where we can hold a ceremony
with an honor guard, and Florence Veterans Memorial
Park. A must see is the Oregon Air and Space
Museum. Some of the military air history displays
are: the GE engine for the WWII P-59B was built
here, an F-4 Phantom flown in Viet Nam, an A-6
Intruder flown in Viet Nam and Persian Gulf, and a
WWI Fokker D-1 Triplane like the one flown by the
Red Baron.
The Owen Rose Garden has more than 4500 fragrant
rosebushes. The Hult Center for the Performing Arts
has resident theatre, opera, and ballet companies.
Tours and tastings can be enjoyed at local
vineyards/wineries. See a football game if the
University of Oregon Ducks are at home. There are
plenty of outdoor activities to fill any free time: golf,
hiking, group dune buggy rides, bicycle rentals, river
rafting, and kayaking. Did I mention the casino in
nearby Florence? Yes, there is one!
Transportation to Eugene is easy and varied. The
regional airport has non-stop service by four major
airlines departing from most western cities. The
downtown AMTRAK station has service from LA and
Seattle with reunion fares! Interstate 5 provides easy
access to those driving.
For more information:
<http://www.travellanecounty.org>
<http://www.eugenecascadescoast.org>
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
Kansas City is in America’s heartland.
Three
Interstate Highways put 50,000,000 people within less
than a one day’s drive. The city offers something for
all HRA members: tours, sports, festivals, the arts, and
four casinos. There are enough restaurants to satisfy
every palate. Hotels can accommodate the largest
HRA Reunion ever!

Some tours may include the WWI Museum, the
Harley-Davidson Factory, and the Harry S. Truman
Library & Museum. Some can spend a day at the
Kansas Speedway and take a ride-a-long with a
NASCAR driver.
Sports may offer KC Chiefs football, KC Royals
baseball, and minor league KC T-Bones baseball.
History buffs and baseball fans will enjoy the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum.
Multi-day festivals in September are the Fiesta
Hispana, the Irish Fest, the Renaissance Festival, and
the Riverfest.
Arts provide stage plays, ballet, symphony, opera and
jazz.
Did I mention there are four casinos?
For more information: <http://visitkc.com>
2ND VICE PRESIDENT
The “new kid on the block”
sends greetings to all. I’m
Dave Natalie.
I was a
Linguist in Hof from August,
1968 to February, 1971. I
was elected 2nd Vice
President at the reunion in
Hof in 2012.
I am responsible for planning the reunion in 2015. I
have received some ideas for reunion locations. There
are two cities in Michigan – Frankenmuth, Michigan’s
Little Bavaria, and Traverse City, Cherry Capital of
the World. I have also heard that there is interest in
the Washington, DC area. I need your help in
determining the interests of the members for a reunion
location. If anyone has ideas for a reunion location for
2015
they
can
contact
Mel
Hamill
<melvinhamill@comcast.com> or Don Riverkamp
<don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net>. They will let me
know and I can start to research area hotels and
attractions. The members will get to vote for the
location of the 2015 reunion in January, 2014.
Karin and I look forward to seeing all of you at the
Beach Party in Cocoa Beach.
HRA SECRETARY - DON
RIVERKAMP
I would like to thank each
and every one of our HRA
Members and spouses for
keeping
me
informed
whenever there was a change
of address, phone number,
email
address,
and/or
sending me information,
photos and stories to share
with our members in the Hof
Weekly Updates. This past

year has been the best ever for members keeping
myself and Mel Hamill informed of any changes to
their data for the HRA Master Roster. Along with the
mailing of the Hof Connection Newsletters in January
and July, we email around 410 Hof Weekly Updates to
our current active members with Internet Service.
Having the proper mailing and email addresses
enables the Hof Reunion Association to keep our
members/spouses informed on a timely basis. We
mail the Hof Connection Newsletters First Class Mail,
and that has greatly improved our delivery to our
members in a more timely fashion, and only a couple
returned due to wrong addresses. Keep up the
excellent notifications when moving, changing for
summer/winter home addresses, and email address
changes. I would also like to encourage all members
and spouses that wish to share stories with our
members to please continue to email them to me.
Thanks for making my secretarial job a little easier,
and the Hof Reunion Association the best military
association in existence.
Our HRA Master Roster is updated weekly on Sunday,
and whenever you wish the latest electronic copy, all
you have to do is email me, and I will email it to you
immediately. Some people renew for future years, and
therefore do not get an electronic copy unless they ask
me, since I might just have forgotten. For those
renewing yearly, I will email you a copy during the
week following your membership renewal form
reaching the adjutant's office in Dover, Delaware. Due
to mailing & printing costs, ONLY NEW Members,
without Internet Service, will receive hard copy of the
roster at time of Initial Membership to the Hof
Reunion Association.
2013 HRA Cocoa Beach Reunion Shirts - I've
coordinated a great deal on the shirts for the Cocoa
Beach Beach Party. The men's shirts will be Gildan
Short Sleeve Polo Shirts with the Logo Design on the
front upper left chest. They will be Carolina Blue in
color and will cost $15 per shirt for Medium thru 4XL.
The ladies' shirts will be Hanes Short Sleeve Scoop
Neck with the Logo Design on front upper left chest.
They will also be Carolina Blue in color and will cost
$10 per shirt for Medium thru 3XL.
See the back of 2013 HRA Reunion Registration Form
to order your shirts. Deadline for ordering is August
2, 2013. Shirts will only be available at the 2013
Cocoa Beach Reunion.
ADJUTANT - MEL HAMILL AND WIFE ILSE
The cost of operating the
Hof Reunion Association
seems to rise every year. As
such, the Executive Board
is working hard to keep
expenses
down.
Low
operating cost can only be
achieved
by
having
dedicated hard working

people. Our goal is to provide all members of the
HRA the very best service for their money. We have
something special in the “Hof Reunion Association”
and should work together for continued growth.
There are four forms attached to this Newsletter.
1. 2013 Membership-Renewal Form – Our fiscal
year begins January 1 (FY13) and that is when
the dues are due. If you haven't mailed in
your renewal check, please do so at your
earliest convenience. The MembershipRenewal form has been changed, less items to
fill in for current members. Please use the new
form. If misplaced, contact me at (302) 6981835 or <melvinhamill@comcast.net>.
2. 2013 HRA Registration Form – Reunion
registrations are being accepted now. Guests
for the Reunion and Banquet are encouraged
and welcomed.
3. 2014 Site Voting Ballot – There are three
methods to vote: Mail, Email and Phone. The
contact info is on the form.
4. HRA Master Roster Summary – The form cast
light on the many varied entities that make up
the HRA Membership.
Hof Landmarks - When I arrived in Hof,
Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1965, there was 2
feet of snow on the ground and the temperature was in
the low teens. I was a young two striper full of life.
At my in-briefing with the First Sergeant and the
Commander, I was asked if I drank. “Well, Yes” I
replied. The First Shirt responded, “You are going to
love it here; Hof has 297 Gasthäuser. “ As I found and
visited most, one thing was on my mind - “Party
Time.” Some of the places I and many other GIs
patronized were the Schönblick, Jake’s, Mom’s, Ranch
Bar, Volksfest and Fasching - they were the landmarks
to me.
As I matured, I began to notice other things, taking
interest in nature, air quality, history, craftsmanship,
the beauty of lasting manmade items. Because of the
beauty, history and sometimes placement of these
landmarks, many are well noted and often toured by
visiting/returning tourists. Hof has many landmarks.
Alter Bahnhof – the
Old Train Station –
As early as 1848
Hof got its first
railway station just
outside the new
town. The passenger
building built like a
three-aisled basilica,
still
remains,
although it's shorter than the original 105 meters. It is
situated near the mail post office, between KonradAdenauer-Platz and Hall Platz, and is doubtless one of
the very few “monuments” still intact from the
beginnings of the railway age in Bavaria.

Hauptbahnhof –
Hof Main Station To replace the first
station in Hof,
which had become
too small, a new
through station was
erected in 1880
with
splendid
waiting-rooms. As
Hof lies on the
border
between
Bavaria and Saxony, the station had a Bavarian section
and a Saxon section. The “Königssaal” (royal hall),
which can still be viewed, served for meetings
between representatives of the two states. Today it is
part of the station restaurant and can be used for
functions. The whole station forecourt is a wide green
space. A sculpture representing the opening of the East
German border is there because Hof’s station was the
first railway station in the West for those refugees who
were permitted to leave East Germany via former
Czechoslovakia in 1989.
Lorenzkirche –
St.
Lawrence’s Church The parish of St.
Lawrence is without
doubt the nucleus from
which Hof developed.
The first documentary
mention of a settlement
called Rekkenze, which
was to become the town
of
Hof,
and
St.
Lawrence’s
Church
goes back to the year 1214. According to Hof’s
chronicler Enoch Widman, the church was actually
founded as early as 1080. This, by no means massive
place of worship, has a particular fascination. Its
position is reason enough for this: it stands on a rocky
promontory above the River Saale on which, legends
say, there once was a castle, the “Klausenburg”.
Michaeliskirche
–
St.
Michael’s Church - Eng
raved in a window lintel in
the north staircase is the
date 1559. Nevertheless
Hof’s
main
Protestant
church, which – together
with the town hall –
dominates Ludwigstraße, is
much older. According to
historical evidence, the first
of four construction phases
began around 1230. That
was
when
a
chapel
consecrated to Archangel
Michael was built as a branch of the older St.
Lawrence’s Church. Much more than any other church
here, St. Michael’s suffered greatly from wars and

fires. After its destruction by a town fire in 1299, a
three-aisled hall church was built with transept-like
jutting out chapels.
Marienkirche – St. Mary’s
Church - For almost three
centuries
after
the
Reformation there was no
Roman Catholic Church in
Hof. This only changed
when Hof became part of
Bavaria in 1806, after
which time the number of
Catholics living in Hof rose
steadily. It was for them that
the neo-gothic St. Mary’s
Church was planned and
built. The location of what
is now the main Catholic
Church
in
Hof
is
particularly favorable: it closes off the southern end of
Hof’s Altstadt and its mighty towers, 57 meters high
with the west tower slightly higher, are landmarks that
can be seen from quite a distance no matter from what
direction one approaches the town. The neo-gothic
style shows that the church is considerably younger
than for example St. Michael’s. The cornerstone was
laid in 1864 and the first service held in June 1867.
Rathaus – the Town Hall Even though it is not, as is often
the case in other towns, near the
geographic center of town,
Hof’s town hall has the ideal
location. Together with St.
Michael’s Church it attracts the
admiring gazes of visitors. In
fact, strictly speaking, the two
buildings form a single entity in
spite of the fact that they are
separated from each other by
the wide Ludwigstraße. It is a
friendly town hall with a façade painted in two colors
and a slender tower, which however has often changed
appearance over the centuries. The large room on the
top floor was turned into an assembly hall for town
council meetings. It's where the HRA Members have
been welcomed by the Mayor, Dr. Harald Fichtner:
“As Mayor of the City of Hof I want to welcome you
to the location 'where it all began.' You were soldiers
at the former Kingsley Kaserne or at Döbraberg when
you made experiences which bring you back to Hof in
these days. For me it is a pleasure to have you here.”
Theresienstein – the
oldest public park in
Germany - In 1819 the
rather barren area around
a
hill
called
Fröhlichenstein
was
planted and turned into a
park. At the highest and
most dramatic point, the

picturesque Zwillingsfelsen rocks, a sun temple was
built, from which a spectacular view of the
surroundings could be enjoyed. This first phase in the
development of the park still followed the classical
principles of landscape gardening. There are no
barriers between the park and the open countryside
around it, benches offering views of the river Saale
and the town of Hof are skillfully integrated, and a
network of paths following the natural contours of the
area crisscrosses the park. From the very beginning,
this formal aspect was supplemented by the concept of
simply creating a park for all the citizens of Hof. On
22nd August 1836 Queen Therese of Bavaria
accompanied by her son Otto of Greece and the Grand
Duke of Oldenburg visited Fröhlichenstein Park. This
joyful event was the reason for re-naming the park
“Theresienstein” in honor of the dignified visitor. The
Theresienstein was the location for the 2012 HRA
Banquet.
From Ilse and I, be it email, telephone, or in person,
we enjoy and cherish contact with all and are looking
forward to many more years. Keep in Touch.
TREA$URER – JERRY MIDDENDORF
I have enjoyed my second
year as Treasurer and
would like to thank all the
members for reelecting me
for 2012-2013.
This year's reunion in Hof
was judged a very joyful
and successful event by all
in attendance. Kudos to
Robert and Hanna; they did
a fantastic job in organizing
it, with some family help from their daughter,
Margarete, and their granddaughter, Lisa.
Since the reunion was outside the U.S. it was a bit of
an educational roller coaster ride for me; this was my
first experience with “international finance.” I had to
arrange for voice wire transfer of US Dollars, then
converting to Euros to pay for reunion expenses - then
reconciling expenses from Euros to dollars – very
interesting. Success was achieved and all the bills
from the reunion have been paid, HRA’s finances are
in excellent condition and our bank balance as of
November 30, 2012 is $37,595.88.
Now the process repeats as we move toward our 2013
reunion in Cocoa Beach, and the January 2013 Hof
Connection Newsletter. The greatest cost to the HRA
is the printing and postage of the Hof Connection
semi-annual Newsletter. The Executive Board has
your interests at heart and works diligently to reduce
our expenses. The HRA Treasurer Books will be
available in Cocoa Beach for Fiscal Year 2013 for
inspection by any member with a desire to review
them.

The Tax season is approaching and this is a reminder
that the HRA is recognized as a nonprofit, tax exempt,
charitable organization under Internal Revenue Code,
Section 501 (c) (19).
The membership in Hof voted and approved a
donation of $2,000 to the Air Force Enlisted Village
(AFEV) - we have made annual donations to them
since 2003. The AFEV provides surviving spouses,
requiring financial assistance, a place to live among
peers, sharing memories of the Air Force life without
the stigma normally associated with subsidized
housing.
If you are aware of a surviving spouse
requiring financial assistance they can contact AFEV
at 1-800-258-1413, visit the AFEV website at
www.afenlistedwidows.org, or email: info@afev.us,
and find more about the benefits of the AFEV.
This year we also donated 1,000€ to the
Jugendhilfehaus St. Elisabeth. They have been in
existence for more than 80 years. They include
services with kindergarten, nursery, social welfare,
chapel and other services. They are about a 3 minute
walk from the bahnhof with a large garden and
playground located at Orleans Strasse 6-10. Email:
<StElisabeth@gmx.net>. Hilde and I were fortunate
to have a 1 1/2 hour tour of the home and were
impressed with what we saw and what is being done
for the children.
The HRA operates on a fiscal year running from 1
January to 31 December of each calendar year. A
reminder that all paid memberships in the association
expire on 31 December and the 90 day grace period
ends on 31 March. To keep your membership current
please make your checks payable to “Hof Reunion
Association” and mail to Hof Reunion Association,
232 Greenview Drive, Dover, Delaware 19901 at your
earliest convenience.
As we begin our new year, a reminder to thank our
service men and women, past and present that have
sacrificed so much, fighting to protect our freedoms.
Many are still in harm's way and deserve our prayers
and support. Be there for them.
Hilde and I wish each of you a very happy, safe and
healthy New Year.
Last minute acknowledgements.

This is Hanna Hörath
with her Granddaughter,
Lisa Daniele. Hanna is
the other half of the
inspired
team
that
arranged everything for
the reunion – she's the
one that told Robert
how to do it right.
If it seems like you've
seen Lisa before, there
are a couple of good chances that you have. Lisa is

this year's “Spokes-lady” for the Naila Bürgerbraü
Brauerei and was hostessing our brewery tour. She
also spoke for a few moments at the banquet.
They both made an effort to make this a fun and
enjoyable occasion and succeeded. Thanks Hanna and
Lisa.

introduce a way in the weekly e-mail updates for you
active members to assist me in possibly locating our
missing. My schedule since then has prevented me
from finding the time to do that; but, I plan to begin
that shortly.

MEMBERSHIP – PHIL RUTH
The September 2011-September 2012 Reunion Year
was fairly productive. I contacted 33 former Hofers
for initial membership or renewal. I also reported the
death of several former Hofers. While in Hof for the
2012 reunion, I went to the former residence of active
member James McDaniel and confirmed that his
former landlords were still living.
Kathy DiCintio attended the 2012 reunion with a
primary goal of contacting Hofers that knew or
worked with her deceased husband, Pat. One attendee
knew Pat quite well, and they had a quite fruitful
conversation. Three days later, while Sharon Roberts;
my daughter, Renee; and I were visiting Hradcany
Castle in Prague, we came face-to-face with Kathy.
She said she had been hoping to find Hof-resident
Erika Wolfrum, who was Pat's former mother-in-law.
On Oct 5, during an overnight en-route to Lisbon,
Portugal, an on-line search of the German phone
directory gave me Erika's Hof address and cell phone
number, both of which I e-mailed to Kathy.
Lisbon, Portugal? Yes. Sharon, Renee and I spent
nearly seven weeks in Europe surrounding the Hof
Reunion. We began with a week in Stockholm, then
we flew to Frankfurt and got the train to Hof. While in
Hof, we dined twice with resident Gerhard Warren,
whose two half-brothers I located and visited in
Lexington, KY in 2011. From Hof, we traveled to
Prague. After putting Renee on a plane in Prague back
to Tulsa, Sharon and I continued on to Salzburg;
Garmisch; the Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial
and Museum; Rothenburg ob der Tauber; and finally
arrived in Mannheim for a somewhat problematic train
ride to Lisbon. There we joined a group of 31 people
from the U.S., and we spent 10 days in Lisbon, and the
Portuguese possessions of the Azores and Madiera
Islands prior to returning to the U.S. on Oct 17.
For a week beginning on August 23, Sharon and I
packed-out my house in Hagerstown, MD, and loaded
everything into a storage POD that went into storage
in Louisville, KY. After our return home to Lucas, KY
from Europe, we rented a 26-foot truck, transferred
everything from the POD, and drove it home to Lucas.
The house sale was finalized on Oct 8, and things are
pretty much returning to normal in Lucas, following a
Thanksgiving week with Sharon in Springfield, VA.
We have 91 former members who are dues-delinquent
for 2010 and 2011; so I will shortly be doing a bulk emailing of a Membership Form along with a textual
invitation to return to our active midst.
In the July 2012 Newsletter, I said that I would

In
mid-August,
the
Mikloiches decided they
needed
some
practice
reunionizing, so they called
for a mini-reunion at their
place. Even though Lobster
is mandatory in Manchester,
CT, it wasn't all Lobster.

MINI REUNIONS - Mik's Lobsterfest

From left to right: a bunch
of Bratwurst, and Mik (he's
the one holding the tongs).
Here's the rowdy crew that joined in to make this a
successful occasion even if they didn't polish-off 5
kegs like they did in Hof. Mik's explanation for the
low consumption of beer was there weren't that many
cops there – something he'll have to work on for the
next mini-reunion.

From left to right: Jim McGovern, Hilde and Jerry
Middendorf, Karen and Dave Dickson, Mel and Ilse
Hamill, Charles and Evi Stankich, Tom Mikloiche,
Gay Kielbania, Inge Mickloiche, Ken Kielbania, and
Rosie Queen.
They had a super time even though they had to eat
Lobster, these folks are tough, they can handle it.
MEMBERS PASSING
We close this newsletter on a somber note as we
acknowledge those that have passed from our midst.
This is a list of members who’s loss we have been
informed of just since our reunion in September of
2011, in Green Bay.
FLYBY LIST:
Greg Asbee, Earl N. Autry, Archie W. Clements,
James E. Cook, Clarence “Duvall” Cooper, William R.
Eskew, Jr., Dale L. Galloway, Randy Halloran, Tim
Henderson, Myrle W. Kelley, Keith B. Martin, Paul G.
Morgan, Brian J. Moynihan, Vincent K. Nelson, Dick
Neuman, Coyman L. Pitt, Sr., Joseph E. Polk, George
P. Sadler, Francis ‘Frank’ Sadowski, and Joseph W.
Siccardi, Robert Sikes, Harold Wade Simpson, Edgar
H. Sweatt, Robert J. Szabo.

LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:
Marianne L. Cash, Anneliese "Hering" Chamberlain,
Donna L. Fullmer, Marilyn Ann Jarboe, Margit Lamb,
Virginia "Ginny" Linton, Pat Mangas, Kay Peterson,
Luise 'Zapf" Pitt, Ursula “Fickenwirth” Roebuck,
Elfriede ‘Thieroff’ Smith, and Joan Smith.

A reminder that we are getting into that stage of life
where we should do those things that we meant to do,
to see those “old friends” that we meant to see. Even
if we survive, maybe our “old friends” won’t and we
shouldn't miss the opportunity.

A note from Jerry Mangas, our Webmaster.
To our wonderful Hofer Band of Brothers and Sisters:
With incredible sorrow I have to announce the passing of Pat Mangas, my wife of the
last 48 years plus one month and three days; my best friend, my co-driver, navigator
and pillion rider of many thousands of miles, my horticulturalist Master Gardener, my
ornithologist and biologist, fellow conservative and most importantly, mother of our
two wonderful children. She finally succumbed to metastasized cancer that spread
from the original tumor in her lung.
She fought the War, and in terms of common odds for this ugly and painful disease,
won the battle. She survived months beyond the norm and until Oct. 21, 2012 fought
and fought the fight. She did not go easily.
Pat totally enjoyed our “three year plus” honeymoon in Oberfranken, delighting in the
area, the people of Hof and the military, the dialects and the culture, cuisine, the beers
and wines, the camaraderie, the travel, and even the weather. She immersed herself in
the discovery of all of it. It follows that she also totally enjoyed the contact and re-connect with so many Hofers,
both old friends and new friends at our Hof Reunions, mini-reunions, visits, emails and phone calls across this
country and back in Hof with so many of the “Band.”
The following lines from The Prophet, by Kahlil Gibran, were a favorite before we were married in 1964, and
somehow apply today:
“How often have you sailed in my dreams. And now you come in my awakening, which is my deeper dream.
Ready am I to go, and my eagerness with sails full set awaits the wind.
Only another breath will I breathe in this still air, only another loving look cast backward.”
As her ship sails from our sight, but never our memories, her friends and her family wish her Godspeed, and a
safe secure landing in her new home. She will be sorely missed!
Ruhe in Frieden mein Schätzelein. bis wir uns wiedersehen - Jerry
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