the

Hof Connection

newsletter

July 2012 __________________________________________________________________________

It’s Hof … at last!
So, here we are again, albeit a couple of years late,
returning to Hof. But things aren’t too bad; the
Honorable Dr. Harald Fichtner was re-elected as
Oberbürgermeister, it’s the 100-year Anniversary of
the Hofer Volksfest, and to commemorate the
occasion, they have a brand new Freiheitshalle to fest
in. To top it all - the one big konstant: Hofer
Broadwärschd (Bratwurst) und e’ Gut’s Bier. Of
course you’ll have to get to Hof early if you want to
catch the Volksfest (27 July through 5 August), but if
you hurry, you can make it in time, as for the
Broadwärschd and Bier … well, just relax, they will
be there for you even if you’re late.

slight snag with the Quality Hotel due to a change of
ownership, but its all squared away and you can still
make reservations at either hotel. But time is running
short, so, if you haven’t made reservations yet, get on
it pronto!!.

The Quality Hotel
Ernst-Reuter-Straße 137
95030 Hof, DE
Telephone: 011 49 9281 7030
Email: manolyaposta@hotmail.de

Jim Riggin, President, and Robert Hoerath, German
Affairs Representative, have worked up a plenty good
schedule of events to fend off any thoughts of
boredom; you can see the schedule a little further
down the newsletter. As before, you are responsible
for making all necessary hotel arrangements for your
stay. We have accommodation agreements with the
Quality Hotel, which will be “Reunion-Central,” as
usual, and Robert has also contracted with the Hotel
Am Kuhbogen for additional rooms. There was a

This email address goes to Hof Quality Hotel Sales
Manager Frau Manuela Kara’s personal email
account. She is handling the room reservations for
the HRA Reunion at the Quality Hotel Hof. It may
take 4-6 days before you receive confirmation via
email, so please be patient. If you feel that you
absolutely have to talk to a person at the hotel for
room reservations, YOU MUST talk to Frau Kara.
Her working hours are 6:00am to 2:00pm Hof,
Germany Time, Monday thru Friday, and the phone
number is 011 49 9281 7030.
Room rates per night for HRA Reunion Attendees are
55 € for a Single and 60 € for a Double. Price
includes full breakfast and room taxes.
Two sites to check out the Quality Hotel, Hof
http://www.roomstays.com/hotel/400589
http://www.qualityinn.com/hotel-hof-germanyGE110

R o b e r t has also secured a
block of 20 rooms at the Hotel
Am Kuhbogen in Hof as
backup/overflow rooms for
members attending the reunion.
The following is information
from the hotel.
From
Frau
Marianne
Fickenscher and her staff at the
Hotel Am Kuhbogen:
We are glad about your arrival in Hof. You can make
reservation by telephone or via email. Reservations
must be made by August 31, 2012. Cancellation due
to illness or family emergency accepted for free up to
September 12, 2012.
We are wishing you a very nice time during your stay
in Hof.
Sincerely, Frau Fickenscher

Rates for HRA Members registered for 2012 HRA
Reunion
Double - 55 € per day, includes Breakfast Buffet (15
rooms available for HRA)
Single - 38 € per day, includes Breakfast Buffet (5
rooms available for HRA)
Prices are good from September 14 to September 24,
2012.
Two sites to check out the Hotel Am Kuhbogen
http://www.hotel-am-kuhbogen.de/impressum.html
http://www.hotel-am-kuhbogen.de/index.html
A reminder, when calling or emailing either hotel for
room reservations, make sure you tell them that you
are with the Hof Reunion Association to get the listed
room rates, otherwise they will probably charge the
normal rates.
And to check out the latest € (Euro) exchange rate:
http://www.x-rates.com/d/EUR/table.html
or, to convert from Dollars into Euros:
http://finance.yahoo.com/currencyconverter/#from=USD;to=EUR;amt=1
Note for late signups: This newsletter will not have
the reunion registration, tour signup, or the shirt
ordering forms attached as we’ve done in the past.
You’ll have to use the forms from the January
newsletter or go online:
http://www.hofreunion.com

Hotel Am Kuhbogen
Marienstraße 88
95030 Hof, DE
Hotel Telephone: 011 49 9281 72030
Hotel Email: info@hotel-am-kuhbogen.de

The cutoff date for registration and tours is 16
August, and 6 August for ordering shirts.
Besides the forms, the website will also have graphic
sketches of what the long sleeved reunion Shirts will
look like – they look pretty good. Maybe you should
have ordered two.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR THE 2012 HOF REUNION
Sunday, 16 Sep – HRA Reunion Registration in Quality Hotel from 1:00pm to 5:00pm; Executive Board Meeting at 5:00pm.
Monday, 17 Sep – Visit Hof Rathaus and Oberbürgermeister in the morning; Tour to the Naila Brewery in the afternoon.
Tuesday, 18 Sep – Tour to Seiffen in Erzgebirge.
Wednesday, 19 Sep – Tour to Döbraberg, Kaserne, and Fernweh Park (Sign Forest – Be sure to bring a street or city sign from
you home town for posting in Fernweh Park). After the tours during the day on Wednesday, the General Membership Meeting
will be held at 5:00pm at Quality Hotel, followed by the Buffet Group Dinners in the evening at various locations.
Thursday, 20 Sep – Tour to Bamberg and Bamberger Boat Cruise.
Friday, 21 Sep – Day to relax, shop, or visit before the evening HRA Banquet Dinner Program at Burgergesellschaft or
Theresienstein.
Saturday, 22 Sep – Aufwiedersehen Breakfast at Quality Hotel.

A note from HRA President Jim Riggin concerning
Medical Insurance for travel abroad
For those planning on
making the journey to Hof
for our 2012 HRA Reunion
in September, a reminder that
Medicare does not cover you
while in Germany, and most
supplementary policies also
do not cover you outside of
the U.S.. Make sure that
your insurance covers you
while abroad, and if not,
there are several policies available on the market that
will give you the coverage you will need. This is
something that we hope members never have to use,
however, you never know when something might
happen, and you may need it. Please check out your
current insurance coverage. - Jim
Additional info submitted by Jerry Middendorf:
International Travel Medical Checklist
Obtaining medical treatment and hospital care abroad
can be expensive, and medical evacuation to the U.S.
is very, very expensive. Note that U.S. medical
insurance is generally not accepted outside the United
States, nor do the Social Security Medicare and
Medicaid programs provide coverage for hospital or
medical costs outside the United States.
If your insurance policy does not cover you abroad,
you can purchase a short-term policy that does.
Many travel agents and private companies offer
insurance plans that will cover health care expenses
incurred overseas including emergency services such
as medical evacuations. The names of some of the
companies offering short-term health and emergency
assistance policies are listed on the Bureau of
Consular Affairs website at:
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/brochures/brochures
_1215.html.
PRE-TRAVEL HEALTH CHECKLIST
Purchase Travel Insurance.
Update your routine immunizations.
Get special immunization.
Short medical history for on hand chronic or preexisting condition.
If you can, keep prescriptions in original packaging.
Take a small packet of first-aid items: salve for
infections, aspirins, lozenges and band-aids.
Divide your prescriptions between two bags so that
you will always have some of your medications.

Make sure you have adequate prescriptions for your
trip.
Know the generic equivalent in case you need to
purchase some while on your trip.
Obtain helpful documentation. A letter from your
doctor stating that you need certain medications.
Check airline regulations for liquid medications
allowed on board.
Know your options for medical care.
Know how the government can assist.
Check your evacuation options.
See a doctor before you travel.
Sort out your medications.
Am I covered overseas?
Do I have benefits for evacuation?
Does medical provider send medication overseas?
What do I do if I need to find a medical provider.
How do I file a claim?
How do I fax overseas claims to a tool free number.
What is an itemized bill?
How do I get paid?
What types of providers are in my international
provider network?
What happens if I need inpatient care?
Is pre-certification required when I am hospitalized?
GO PREPARED!

GOT PASSPORT?
Are you up to date? This is another item you want to
check right now to confirm your passport is still
valid. You still have time to get a new passport or
update your existing one, but time is short and you’ll
probably have to pay a premium to get it done in
time.
Some basic considerations for submitting US and
Foreign Passport applications for a new passport or
renewing an existing passport.
When applying for a
new passport at an
application acceptance
facility, you should
take the completed,
unsigned application
and
supporting
documents. Regular
processing is currently taking 4-6 weeks. Requesting
expedited service will cut that time in half, but expect
to pay for this service. In an emergency (departure
date within 14 days), arrange an appointment at the
nearest regional passport agency or rush the
application through a professional express passport

service. US Passport renewals are easier to obtain
than new passports since you are not required to
appear at an application acceptance facility but can
apply by mail. Of course, you have to meet all the
requirements and urgent travel plans may require you
to appear in person to expedite the process. The time
it takes to process the renewal application form will
depend on the how and where you apply. Applying
to get your passport renewed by mail takes up to six
weeks or more. If you need your travel document in
less than two weeks, you can personally visit a
regional agency or authorize a qualified expediting
service to get an Expedited Passport Renewal.
Non-US
Citizens.
What
documents do I need to travel
outside the United States?
In general, you will need to
present a passport from your
country of citizenship to a foreign
country. In addition, the foreign
country may have additional entry/exit requirements
(such as a visa). For information on foreign entry and
exit requirements, see the State Department's
webpage at www.travel.state.gov. What documents
do I need to present to reenter the United States?
When arriving at a US port of entry, a U.S. Customs
and Border Protection Officer will review your
permanent resident card and any other identity
documents you present, such as a passport, foreign
national I.D. card or U.S. Driver’s License to
determine reentry into the United States. For
information pertaining to entry into the United States,
see U.S. Customs and Border Protection's webpage at
www.cbp.gov.
If you still haven’t booked your transportation, here
are some hints from Jerry Middendorf:
Since the first of the year, I’ve been checking airfares
to Frankfurt online. Checked flights departing BWI
(Baltimore), Philadelphia, and Dulles Airport. Online
round trip tickets, depending on airline carrier have
ranged from $1250 to $1450 per person for round trip
to Frankfurt.
On March 28, I thought I had found a pretty good
deal with British Airways for $1003 round trip (BWI
- London - Frankfurt). In addition to checking fares
online, I have been in contact with a travel agency,
Atlantic Fellowship, LTD., in Washington, DC.
http://www.atlanticfellowship.com

They only book flights to Europe. They found me a
better deal than I found online, with an airline called
Condor Airlines for $922 RT that includes all fees
and taxes - http://www.condor.com.
Condor Airlines is based in Germany, with its main
base at the Frankfurt Airport. Atlantic Fellowship
informed me that they are a subsidiary of Lufthansa
that mostly handles the charter operations, they have
direct flights to Frankfurt only during the summer
months that end on October 15, 2012. Those direct
flights are only on Monday and Thursday. I am
assuming that Condor has flights flying out of most
major international airports. Atlantic Fellowship
charges a $20 fee for booking the ticket. If I have a
problem or question, I have a direct point of contact
at Atlantic Fellowship.
I really don’t think I would be able to get a better deal
that what I have now with Condor, however who
knows what the future has in store.
If anyone is planning on attending the reunion in Hof
this year, and has not made airline reservations yet,
you may want to check out Condor and/or the
Atlantic Fellowship Travel Agency.
After receiving the above from Jerry, the following
was received from HRA President Jim Riggin.
Over the past couple of weeks, HOTWIRE has had
flights to Frankfurt that are down to $1003 RT from
Colorado Springs. For some reason, prices are down
a couple hundred dollars for the past couple days.
Tickets to Munich are down to $1017 RT from
Colorado Springs.
And some sad news from Don Riverkamp for those
that wanted to fly all the way to Hof.
There are no longer any scheduled airline flights into
or out of the Hof/Plauen Airport. On Monday, May
21, 2012, the final decision was made to discontinue
scheduled service to and from Hof. Although it’s
nice to have the service, there just weren’t enough
passengers to make it profitable.
You will have to fly into Frankfurt, Nuremberg,
Munich, Düsseldorf, Berlin, or Ramstein AFB and
then arrange continuing transportation; either rent a
car, take the train, or have a friend or relative pick
you up. Sorry about the bad news.

CAR RENTALS
Some good general rules from Tom Mikloiche for
locating the best deal on rentacars. There are several
good websites to go to for Rental Cars in Germany.
Prices vary wildly depending on which airport you
are flying into, but it is always cheaper to rent off the
airport, especially in Germany, where there is a 19%
VAT, plus another 19% airport tax, plus more
additional taxes than you can imagine, which run the
rental costs up – there is often more spent in taxes
than the actual cost of the car rental. Not only that,
you also have to figure the conversion rate whether
you’re paying over there or paying here in advance.
Manual transmissions are also about 1/2 the price of
Automatics, so consider that too. If you are an AARP
Member go to: http://discounts.aarp.org/savings/aarptravel/carrentals/uSource/MTTCO/categoryId/401/su
bCategoryId/403
Check every one of the offers to see which one is best
for you. http://www.priceline.com – where you can
BID on a car – I suggest you look all the other offers
over and bid 1/2 of the weekly rate they charge.
http://www.hotwire.com
http://www."travelocity.com
http://www.onetravel.com
http://www.expedia.com
http://www.orbitz.com
http://www.europcar.de
Remember, prices fluctuate, so check often and when
you find something cheaper, take it, because you can
always cancel the first reservation. However, that’s
not true on Priceline bids – THERE ARE NO
REFUNDS on cars you get for a bid on Priceline.
Jerry Middendorf contributes this info: Of all the
vehicle vendors, i.e., Thrifty, Auto Europe, etc. I have
rented cars from Europcar on my last three trips to
Hof and have received the best rates. My point of
contact with Europcar has been Henry Turowski in
Hof. Telephone number from the U.S. is 011 49 9281
64041, fax is 011 49 9281 61166, and the email is:
de.st.hof@mail.europcar.com. Henry speaks very
good English and when I asked him about a “Seniors”
discount, he has provided what he calls a 30%
military discounted rate off the base price of the
vehicle. Of course, the total cost is dependent on the
type of vehicle rented. The Europcar address is
Osseckerstraße #179, 95030 Hof, Tel. +49 9281
64041, Fax +49 9281 61166. It is located off
Kulmbacherstraße, just past the German Army Base
(Hüttner Kaserne), next to McDonald’s. The rental
car can be picked up at the Europcar office in Hof, or
any other place in Europe that has a Europcar office.

Regardless from whom you rent a vehicle in
Germany you should check the vehicle for small
scratches, chips and dents near the trunk, front of
vehicle, and along the sides where car doors may
bump the vehicle before you drive away, noting any
damage or inoperable features on your contract.
Check with the rental agency to make sure which
countries you are allowed to drive in – they all have
restrictions.
Verify with your credit card provider the period of
time they provide insurance for your rental, and if
you need the car longer than the period offered,
whether 15 or 30 days, turn the car in and get a new
contract on the same vehicle, or perhaps another one,
but you’ll probably have to do this at the rental
agency that initiated the contract.

BEACH PARTY - FLORIDA
Bill Ward, 1st VP, with Supervisor
Cocoa
Beach,
Florida will be the
location for the
2013 Hof Reunion.
Located on the east
coast of Florida,
Cocoa Beach is
located right in the
middle of the area
known as the
Space Coast, just
miles from the
Kennedy Space Center and Canaveral AFS. You can
see why it is called the Space Coast. Many
destinations promise you the moon however this
location is the only one that delivers. The Space
Coast has 72 miles of ocean coastline - that's a lot of
beach.
Port Canaveral is the world's second largest cruise
port. Carnival Cruise Lines, Disney Cruise lines,
Royal Caribbean International, and Norwegian Cruise
Line depart from this Port of Dreams. Edie and I
have been on a few of these cruises and they are

great. You might want to consider a 3 or 4 day cruise
to the Bahamas pre or post reunion. For those of you
who like to test their luck, Victory Casino Cruises
provide 2 trips daily. There are 20 public golf
courses in the area for those of you who like to chase
that little white ball around.
It is June the 4th and this article is for the July
Newsletter. Edie and I have been working since the
location of the reunion was determined, to locate a
property that would work for the Reunion. We have
visited as least 15 hotels, of course we had to swim in
all the pools, have a drink or two in every bar, and
even had a meal or two. It was a tough job but
someone had to do it, and it was at no cost to the
Association, which was the main thing. I am sure
some of you may have planned an event such as this,
but for those that have not I would like to run through
some of problems that come to the surface. One of
the largest concerns is trying to determine just how
many will attend, most of the time it is an educated
guess. At this reunion we are estimating around 260
to 280 or more. All of the reunions we have had in
the Southeast have been well attended; 330 in Myrtle
Beach, then 363 in Biloxi, and when you have this
many attending you have to find a hotel that has large
enough banquet facilities to handle the guests. Most
hotels won't allow you to bring beer or wine into the
hospitality room and I bring up this question first
when talking to the Group Sales Director. At this
point I have two properties in my sights, both will
allow us to bring beer, wine and finger foods in to the
hospitality room. and will offer us what I call "Better
at the Beach Card" which is similar to The Club Card
we had At Green Bay. It will include 2 for 1
domestic beers/house wines, 1/2-price appetizers
from 4:00pm till 7:00pm and $2.00 off per person
with card for lunch or dinner. These cards will cost
$8.00 per person just like Green Bay. Now I know
what you are asking, how much are the rooms, both
properties are offering $80.00 per night for standard
room, 2 double or 1 King bed. One property offers
free buffet breakfast for 2 included in the room price
and the other wants to charge $5.00 per person in
addition to the room price. As of now there has been
no contract signed. Hope to provide more information
in the weekly updates from Don and the January
Newsletter.
I have been looking into group tours and hope to have
at least two for us to enjoy. One would be a guided
tour of Knights Armament, which has the largest
private collection of military arms and equipment in
the country. I have seen this collection and it is
unbelievable, everything from hand guns to armored
vehicles from WWI to the Gulf War. There are

10,000 small arms to 60+ armored vehicles, unreal!
At the present time it is not open to the general public
but can be seen on a special tour arranged by Bonnie
King marketing director of the Space Coast Office of
tourism. The second tour would be Canaveral Air
Force Station, the launch site for all the Mercury and
Gemini flights. I have been on this tour also and it
lets you step back in history and you can almost hear,
10 … 9 … 8 … 7 … 6 … 5 … 4 … 3 … 2 … 1 …
WE HAVE LIFTOFF.

SECRETARY REPORT
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank each
and every one of our HRA
members and spouses for
keeping me informed
whenever there was a change
of address, phone number or
email address. This past year
has been one of the best ever
for members keeping me/us
informed of any changes to
their data for the HRA
Master Roster. Along with the mailing of the Hof
Connection Newsletters in January and July, we
email around 410 Hof Weekly Updates to our current
active members with Internet Service (We had 42
members with Internet Service not renew their
membership with the HRA for 2012).
Having the proper mailing and email addresses
enables the Hof Reunion Association to keep our
members/spouses informed on a timely basis with
information. We have mailed our past three editions
of the Hof Connection Newsletters First Class Mail,
and that has worked out super. Our members got
them much faster, and we will continue to mail them
First Class Mail via the US Post Office. Keep up the
excellent notifications when moving, changing for
summer/winter home addresses, and email address
changes, and it will make my/our job much, much
easier.
I would also like to thank everyone that has provided
me/us with some interesting stories, information,
and/or photos that appear in weekly updates, and
encourage all members that wish to share stories with
our members to please continue to email them to
me/us. Thanks for making the Hof Reunion
Association the best military association in existence.
Another item that I’m thankful for, is getting timely
information and updates for our master roster.

Our HRA Master Roster is updated weekly on
Sunday, and if you ever wish the latest electronic
copy, all you have to do is email me, and I will email
it to you immediately. Some people renew for future
years, and therefore do not get an electronic copy
unless they ask me, since I might just have forgotten.
For those renewing yearly, I will email you a copy
during the week following your membership renewal
form reaching the adjutant's office in Dover,
Delaware. Due to mailing & printing costs, only new
members, without Internet Service, will receive hard
copy of the roster at time of Initial Membership to the
Hof Reunion Association.
Don Riverkamp - HRA Secretary

TREASURER REPORT
I have enjoyed my second year
as your HRA Treasurer. Thank
you for allowing me to serve
in the capacity of the HRA
Treasurer. If I can be of
service to anyone, please let
me know. I am only a phone
call or email away.
The HRA operates on a fiscal
year that runs from January 1
to December 31 of each calendar year. At present the
HRA's finances are in excellent condition with an
ending balance of $54,672.46 as of May 31, 2012.
However, we are confronted with the expenses of the
2012 reunion in Hof, Germany and the publication of
the July 2012 Hof Connection Newsletter. The Hof
Reunion Association books will be available in Hof
for inspection by any member with a desire to review
them. The goal of the Executive Board is to provide
all members of the HRA with the best service from
the money received from members.
Beginning Balance as of Jan 1, 2012 - $36,484.30
Income (Includes dues, donations, HRA registration)
- $19,097.00
Expenses - $908.84
Ending Balance as of May 31, 2012 - $54,672.46
The HRA is recognized as a nonprofit, tax exempt,
charitable organization under Internal Revenue Code,
Section 501 (c) (19). Under the IRS nonprofit rules
each year we should make a contribution to a
charitable cause. We have selected the Air Force
Enlisted Village to receive the HRA donation since
2003.

For many years, we have selected the Air Force
Enlisted Village (AFEV) as our primary charitable
donation. It was founded in 1967; it provides
surviving spouses requiring financial assistance, a
place to live among peers, sharing memories of the
Air Force life without the stigma normally associated
with subsidized housing. If you are aware of a
surviving spouse requiring financial assistance give
that person the following information. A spouse must
submit for admission in the AFEV a 1.) Marriage
Certificate, 2.) Her Birth Certificate, 3.) Proof of
Retirement - Orders or DD form 214, and 4.) Death
Certificate of Spouse or Casualty Report (Surviving
Spouses Only). More information on subsidized
housing facilities can be obtained from
(www.afenlistedwidows.org) or 1 800 258 1413.
Let me just summarize the process that takes place
from the time you send your check to the HRA
Adjutant, Mel Hamill. The Adjutant receives checks
from members that can include yearly dues and/or
registration for the 2012 Reunion in Hof, which
includes registration costs and variable items such as
tours and Shirts. Once the checks are posted by the
Adjutant in his spreadsheets, the checks are mailed to
the Treasurer (Me). I deposit the checks and post the
data on my spreadsheets for preparation of the
monthly financial reports. Financial reports are
prepared for the previous month and emailed to the
Executive Board. Also, my job as treasurer is to cut
checks to vendors and members as necessary. The
present HRA bank is PNC Bank in Bel Air,
Maryland. Most of the income in our operating funds
come from membership dues. Without the continued
support of our current and new members there would
be no funds to keep the HRA continuing.
Hey, meine Damen and Herren, if it wouldn't be for
your commitment and dedication to the HRA I
wouldn't have to run to the bank 4 or 5 times each
month. As always, members are our greatest source
of income and without you we would not have an
HRA. You are the Ambassadors of the HRA. So
keep in touch with the friends you made in that little
town of Hof, or surrounding area, and let's all meet in
Hof, Germany in September 2012 and in Cocoa
Beach, Florida in 2013.
THINK ABOUT IT: Wear a shirt or hat that has the
HRA Logo on it. It is important to wear these items.
As you move throughout your communities, someone
stationed in Hof, might approach you and ask
questions about the HRA. Use that opportunity to
refer the name, address and other information to our
Membership Chair, Phil Ruth.

A reminder - if the $15.00 per year annual
membership fee will create a financial hardship for
any person meeting the HRA membership criteria,
please provide the Adjutant with a brief summation
with your membership renewal. The Executive Board
may grant a free confidential membership based on
the individual request.
Currently, with the Euro sliding further and mounting
concern about how Europe will contain the debt
crisis, the current Euro to Dollar exchange rate now is
an excellent time to get exchange rate savvy and find
the most competitive travel currency. Although, we
probably with never see the exchange rate of 4 Marks
to the Dollar we enjoyed back in our younger days.
Recently, there have been improvements for the
Dollar to the Euro. Website for checking the Euro
rate is http://www.x-rates.com/d/EUR/table.html.
Today our Armed Forces confront enemies around
the world - U.S. soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and
Coast Guard personnel defend freedom on station
wherever and whenever they are called. We salute
and keep in our prayers our current military members
and acknowledge those who served in the past for
their memorable contributions and countless
sacrifices. GOD Bless our Troops and veterans and
GOD Bless America.

line spams would not be accepted which helped. At
the same time I changed the possible length of any
message to quite a bit longer, which unfortunately
allows some larger spam messages as well as any
messages from carbon based life forms. Don
Riverkamp checks the board and the chat room
almost daily and certainly lets me know if anything is
out of line.
Thanks to quite an effort by Mel Hamill and Don, the
home page now includes a link to a really nice PDF
file of our Hof Reunion History. Don did the write-up
and Mel formatted it with his typesetting and photo
skills. It covers Hof Reunion since the basic
formation in 1995 to the present.
The section on Lt Kingsley (MOH), for whom the
kaserne was named in 1948, is constantly being
updated with more to come as my time permits.
There are also some new historical links on the home
page to the post WW II period and the US
Constabulary in Hof.
The chat room remains open to anybody wishing to
use it and provides a way to email someone you wish
to chat with. You could also do a scheduled chat, by
setting up a contact time in advance and then showing
up in the "room".
As always, suggestions and comments are welcome!

Jerry Middendorf - Treasurer

Jerry Mangas – Webmeister

WEBSITE REPORT
There have been
cosmetic changes
January's report.

some
since

The opening page is designed
a bit differently, and we now
have a small inclusion that
shows the different countries
and numbers of contacts we
have had from all over the
world on our site since I
installed it. The one from Red China does leave me a
bit perplexed?

I am sure that some of them result in the continued
but now reduced flow of spam efforts in the guest
book. I was able to change the set up a bit so that one-

MEMBER RECRUITMENT
While it has been worthwhile
contacting new member
prospects, I have had no
extra-curricular detective
endeavors since the last
newsletter.
I document my new contacts
from reunion to reunion.
Since the September 2011
reunion, I have provided
welcome letters, membership forms, reunion
information and semi-annual newsletters to 24
contacts. I have come up with an idea to include in
the weekly e-mail updates to enlist (I guess I can use
that word, since we are all too old to be accepted
anyway) the active membership to assist me with
information concerning missing members.
As I received no member input from my request in
the January 2012 Newsletter, I am repeating it here,
in hope that it will jog someone's memory bank.

I can always use any help that you can offer about
any of our missing, such as last known location,
home State, names of siblings or parents they might
have mentioned in Hof. I need absolute help on quite
common names in the roster, such as Brown, Davis,
Evans, Green, Hall, Harris, Hill, Jackson, James,
Johnson, Jones, Martin, McDonald, Miller, Mitchell,
Nelson, Phillips, Reed, Roberts, Robinson, Smith,
Taylor, Thompson, Walker, and Williams. Surely you
must have worked everyday with Hofers of such
names. They must have mentioned where they were
from. If you don't know who is missing, just pass me
what information you recall about any fellow workers
with these names, and I will take it from there.
Phil Ruth – Membership Chairman

ADJUTANT REPORT
Hello from Delaware.
It is good to get another
chance at renewing old
friendships and making
new ones. This has been a
year many have been
looking forward to, a
return to our beginnings –
Hof, Germany. I get
excited just thinking about the great food and great
beer. Add all the events, planned trips, banquets,
luncheon, friends, and we have a Hof Reunion
Association (HRA) reunion. Going overseas,
planning flights, hotel arrangements, car rentals,
medical needs, don’t forget this – don’t forget that, all
are being addressed and discussed daily. I have
received many emails and phone calls. You can tell
by the tone in the caller’s voice, the excitement is
mounting. Each question asked is a reward in itself.
Have we forgotten something? The emails start to
pass back and forth among the HRA Executive
Board. The question is addressed and an answer is
reached. Not only is the answer passed to the
requestor, Don writes an article and puts it in the Hof
Weekly Update (HWU). All now have access to the
needed information.
This leads to the Adjutant’s web site. I have been
researching and gathering history of the Hof Reunion
Association. The primary reasons for the web site is
for all “to have access to needed information”; “to
document the HRA History”; “to provide a location
which will centralize and answer questions on the
current HRA reunion (Hof, Germany). The site is
developing a personality. Each day, as the web site

increases in content, the look of the web site also
changes. If you should visit the Adjutants web site
today, don’t be surprised if it changes in a week.
Some of the articles to be posted are: HRA
Newsletters, Weekly Updates, Official HRA History,
Constitution and By-Laws, HRA forms (membership,
reunion registration, voting, application-Cold War
Recognition), current and past HRA Board Members,
and 2012 Reunion page. There is a lot of information
in the Newsletters and Weekly Updates. The 2012
Reunion page, should have been published before, is
starting to provide answers to your questions.
Information and contacts for the hotel(s), membership
form, registration form, and Hof airport update, tours,
and euro conversion rates (updated daily). Many of
your questions about the Hof reunion are addressed
and answered. I am looking forward to the 2013
Cocoa Beach page. I found the Newsletters and
Weekly Updates interesting, informative, and a good
read, hopefully you will too. The Adjutant web site is
“hamillmelvin.com”. Please, I ask you to be part of
the web site development. Send me your questions
and any history you have. You may contact me at
“melvinhamill@comcast.net”.
While researching the web I came across an article on
the Deutsche Mark, which I have condensed
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deutsche_Mark).
The Deutsche Mark, abbreviated "DM," was the
official currency of West Germany (1948–1990) and
Germany (1990–2002) until the adoption of the Euro
(€) in 2002. It is commonly called the "Deutschmark"
in English but most Germans will say "Mark" or "DMark". It was first issued under Allied occupation in
1948 replacing the Reichsmark, and served as the
Federal Republic of Germany's official currency from
its founding the following year until 1999, when the
mark was replaced by the Euro; its coins and
banknotes remained in circulation, defined in terms of
Euros, until the introduction of Euro notes and coins
in early 2002. The Deutsche Mark ceased to be legal
tender immediately upon the introduction of the
Euro—in contrast to the other Eurozone nations,
where the Euro and legacy currency circulated side
by side for up to two months. Mark coins and
banknotes continued to be accepted as valid forms of
payment in Germany until 28 February 2002. A mark
had been the currency of Germany since its original
unification in 1871.
Coins - One Deutsche Mark was divided into 100
Pfennigs. The denomination of the Pfenning coins
were 1, 2, 5, 10, 50 Pfenning. The denomination for
the Mark coins was 1, 2, 5, and 10 DM.

The design of German banknotes remained
unchanged during the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s.

While stationed in Hof, I do not remember seeing the
10 DM coin until a special edition for the Olympics.
The coins were the same throughout the years 19482001. The only change to the coins was in the
composition – bronze, steel, copper or nickel.
German coins bear a mintmark, indicating where the
coin was minted. D indicates Munich, F Stuttgart, G
Karlsruhe and J Hamburg. Coins minted during the
Second World War include the mintmarks A (Berlin)
and B (Vienna). The mint mark A was also used for
German mark coins minted in Berlin beginning in
1990 following the reunification of Germany. These
mintmarks have been continued on the German Euro
coins.
Banknotes - There were four series of German mark
banknotes:
• The first was issued in 1948 by the Allied military.
There were denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 and
100 marks, with two designs of 20 and 50 marks
notes.
• The second series was introduced in 1948 by the
Bank Deutscher Länder, an institution of the western
occupation government. The designs were similar to
the US Dollar and French franc, as the job of
designing and printing the different denominations
was shared between the Bank of France and the
American Bank Note Company. There were
denominations of 5 and 10 pfennigs, 5, 10, 20, 50 and
100 marks.
• The third series was introduced in 1960 by the
Bundesbank, depicting neutral symbols, paintings by
the German painter Albrecht Dürer, and buildings.
There were 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 and 1000 mark
denominations.
• The fourth was introduced in 1990 by the
Bundesbank to counter advances in forgery
technology. The notes depicted German artists and
scientists together with symbols and tools of their
trade. This series added a 200 mark denomination, to
decrease the use of 100 mark banknotes, which made
up 54% of all circulating banknotes, and to fill the
gap between the DM 100 and DM 500 denomination.

During this period, forgery technology made
significant advances and so, in the late 1980’s, the
Bundesbank decided to issue a new series of
Deutsche Mark banknotes.
The Deutsche Bundesbank has guaranteed that all
German marks in cash form may be changed into
Euros (€) indefinitely, and one may do so at any
branch of the Bundesbank in Germany. So, for those
going to the 2012 Hof Reunion, bring your old DMarks for exchange. Banknotes can even be sent to
the bank by mail. I liked the old D-Mark Banknotes,
1960 thru 1980 design; the year’s most of us were
stationed in Hof, Germany.
See you in Hof.
Melvin Hamill - Adjutant

THE FREIHEITSHALLE
We all remember the Freiheitshalle, perhaps best
known for hosting the Hofer Volksfest, but it was
also a major venue for a variety of entertainment
functions that many of us didn't attend – mainly
cultural events and performances by many of the pop
stars of the era.

The "Original" Freiheitshalle was constructed prior to
the war and hosted a variety of events, probably
including some old pre-war political events. After
the end of the war in 1945, it caught the eye of the
Army Constabulary, mainly because it was a covered
building large enough to hold Basketball events and
in a bold, tactical move, they secured access. I'm sure
that this was helpful in keeping the building
maintained until things normalized.
Currently under construction, it is scheduled to open
just in time to host the 100 Jahre Hofer Volksfest.
This Volksfest will probably be a little more raucous
than normal (I would certainly hope so), and shortly
following the Volksfest, there is some big name
entertainment scheduled to perform there; Abba,
Helene Fischer, and others. Popular enough to effect
hotel bookings in the area through September and
Oktober, maybe longer.
During my years there ('61-'63), it was the first
landmark that the new troops became aware of after
Jake's. Perhaps not as often visited, but "during the
season" the GI's and locals both logged many hours at
the wooden tables within, occasionally going outside
to test one or two of the attractions, but the biggest
attraction remained inside, those 1 liter Maßkrugs.
As with many things in this world, the time came to
"improve" something that was working well - the
"Original" Freiheitshalle fell and the "Interim"
version was opened in 1974.

Modern and larger, it too worked well; not only for
the Volksfest, but again, for the variety of
entertaining events that were successfully held
through the years.
But again, time marches on, and sure enough it was
time to replace this Freiheitshalle too. Perhaps it was
prompted by the upcoming 100 Jahre Volksfest –
who knows – but in 2009 they started demolition.

RE-ELECTED!
We mentioned earlier that Dr.
Harald Fichtner is the old and
the new Oberbürgermeister in
Hof. He was recently reelected; running against five
other candidates he still
garnered a majority vote,
avoiding a run-off. When
you’re up against five other
candidates, this isn’t easy, but
he pulled it off and will go
another eight years until the next election. Our
congratulations and best wishes for continuing
success in this upcoming term of office.
MINI REUNION
Well, it happened again, a group of Kalifornians
managed to get together. Half of the squad is from
northern Kalifornia, while the other half is from
southern Kalifornia. We decided to meet halfway for
a couple of days - in Laughlin, NV.

The Passing of Members
During this last year, since our last reunion, we have
lost some more of our family. We are saddened by
these losses and offer our condolences to the spouses
and all family members.
FLYBY LIST:

Seated around the buffet table, starting on the left, we
have Brent Scott, Dan Scanny (hiding behind the
camera), Nate Sparks, Chuck Wilson, Walt Murch,
Shirley Murch, Jo Murray, Phil Murray, Monika
Wilson, Ute Sparks, Carol Scanny and Linda Scott.
It was a fun event and the secret was staffing it with
fun people. We would whole-heartedly recommend
trying it in your neighborhood, even if you have to
leave town.

Gregory Asbee Jr., Earl N. Autry, Archie W.
Clements, James E. Cook, Clarence "Duvall" Cooper,
Dale L. Galloway, Tim Henderson, Wesley C.
Linton, Keith B. Martin, Brian J. Moynihan, Paul G.
Morgan, Vincent K. Nelson, Richard Neuman,
Coyman Lee Pitt Sr., Robert Sikes, Harold W.
Simpson, and Robert J. Szabo.
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:
Anneliese "Hering" Chamberlain, Donna L. Fullmer,
Marilyn Ann Jarboe, Margrit Lamb, Virginia "Ginny"
Linton, Luise "Zapf" Pitt, and Joan Smith.

Sketches of the long sleeved shirts that will be available to the Hof Reunion attendees. If you haven’t ordered one
yet, dig out those order forms and get them in – you only have until 6 August.

NOTE FROM KLAUS BEER OF FERNWEH PARK
I look forward to your visit to Fernweh Park in
September 2012. Years ago, it was so GREAT!
Photo of 2006 reunion Group attached.
Please remind all guests to bring an original green
City Sign with the name of her home cities or other

cities in their region, and/or Green Street signs to
Fernweh Park. Take a look here –
http://www.fernweh-park.de
It is great advertising, to present the name of the
American Cities and Villages in Germans Tourist
Attraction – Fernweh Park. Many Movie and

Television Stars, and visitors from all over the world
are there.
Each person, bring a city/street sign, get a press
report with picture for the local Newspaper in their
home city and a Story of our Homepage.

Executive Board:
Jim Riggin - President - jmriggin@yahoo.com
Bill Ward - 1st VP - bward4@cfl.rr.com
Claude Niebuhr - 2nd VP - ccnieb@gmail.com
Mel Hamill - Adjutant - melvinhamill@comcast.net
Don Riverkamp - Secretary –
don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net
Jerry Middendorf - Treasurer –
j.middendorf@comcast.net
Phil Ruth - Membership Chairman –
afnsagdret@myactv.net
Jerry Mangas - Webmaster - hofreunion@dejazzd.com

I will enjoy your visit in September, and collecting
the signs. God Bless America, and have a nice day for
a peaceful world.
/s/ Klaus Beer, Initiator Fernweh Park Deutschland
Signs of Fame

Phil Murray - Newsletter Editor - hra_philm@hughes.net
Robert Hoerath - German Affairs Representative –
robert.hoerath@t-online.de
Greg Krcma - Exec Board Advisor - santam@tm.net
Staff Members:
Francis Fukumoto - HRA Chaplain - joumc@aol.com
David Sallinger - Newsletter Publisher –
dav_sallin@nc.rr.com
Roger Gentilini - Sergeant at Arms - rjgentilini@live.com
Walt Murch - Sergeant at Arms - murchw@aol.com

