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HOFERS - PREPARE TO INVADE TITLETOWN!
This is serious! This will be the Tenth Anniversary
Reunion of the Hof Reunion Association, held at the
Hotel Sierra in Historic Green Bay, Wisconsin,
September 5th thru the 10th, 2011. The folks there
work hard, but they play hard too and we have to be
up for it.
We’ll be staying at the Hotel Sierra, which is an all
suites hotel with complementary breakfast included
for each occupant in the rate of $70 per night, which
is good for 3 days prior to and 3 days after the
reunion. Time is running out - make your hotel
reservations - over 75 of the 110 rooms reserved are
already taken. Cutoff for reunion registration and
hotel reservations, without surcharge, is 6 August
2011, and details are on the registration form. If you
have any trouble deciding upon your
accommodations, check out the hotel’s website, it can
help you with your decision. Their contact info and
reservation phone numbers are listed below.

The hotel is located in the center of downtown Green
Bay and is only a short walking distance from many
points of interest such as the Neville Public Museum,
the eclectic shops on Broadway, Olde Main and
downtown, many fine restaurants, The Hinterland
Brewery, and the famous Titletown Brewery. For the
Group Dinner leaders please check below for a listing
of many restaurants that can handle large group
dinners.
For those attendees traveling by car, check out your
travel challenges on MapQuest, Google or Yahoo and
you’ll find good information that will get you here in
a timely fashion. If you’re flying in you will have two
Jul 2011

probable destinations; Green Bay or Milwaukee.
Green Bay’s airport is smaller than Milwaukee’s so
there might be a better choice of flights going into
Milwaukee, which is about a 2 hr drive from Green
Bay. Travel north on I-43 and get off at Webster
Street, exit #187, go to the Main Street arterial (about
1 mile) and turn Right onto Main, the hotel is about 5
mile on the right. Again, for directions from any part
of the country, check MapQuest, Google or Yahoo
maps for current information.
One very unique feature in Green Bay is the Bay
Beach Amusement Park, which includes the 700-acre
wildlife sanctuary with free admission. The park is
the new home of the ZIPPIN PIPPIN roller coaster
which, when located in Memphis, TN, was a favorite
ride of Elvis Presley. The city of Green Bay
purchased the roller coaster, which, at one time, was
the largest, and fastest wood coaster in the US,
dismantled, moved and rebuilt the coaster at Bay
Beach. Another attraction of special interest to our
history buffs is the Heritage Hills Park which takes
one back in time and reflects the history of the Green
Bay area. Both of these attractions are within 5
minutes of the hotel.
We have several great
tours set up. but
because of the NFL
game schedule, we
needed to make day
changes for some
tours: One of them
will be on Wednesday
morning; we will tour
Lambeau Field, the home field of the Green Bay
Packers (you’ve probably heard of them) and the Hall
Of Fame. This is the day before opening day (if there
is a season) and we will return to the hotel in plenty
of time for the Buffet luncheon. This tour had to be
moved from Thursday afternoon to Wednesday
because the NFL threw us a curve ball, scheduling the
NFL’s and Super Bowl Champs Packers’ first home
game on Thursday, September 8. There are no tours
on game day.
On Thursday, we head out very early for Algoma. We
will visit Renards Cheese Factory for a tour and learn
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how all that good cheese is made. We will then go to
the Von Stiel Winery, the oldest licensed winery in
Wisconsin. for a tour and wine tasting. From the
winery, about 11:15, we will head back to Green Bay
and the Riversbend restaurant for soup and sandwich
buffet. After lunch, we will transport those that are
signed up to the Botanical Gardens and Railroad
museum. This tour was moved from Wednesday
morning to Thursday afternoon because of the NFL
schedule. Please note that with or without an NFL
season this year the new tour schedule will not
change.
This year we will have live entertainment at both the
Buffet and Banquet; the Ken Kreuger band will
perform on Wednesday and the Tyroler Musikanten
band will play at the Friday night banquet. We still
need items for the raffle and auction on Wednesday,
so contact Jerry Middendorf or Phil Murray about
your offerings.

the Sierra Hotel know your arrival
information ahead of time as this
assists the hotel in scheduling
their van drivers, and allows the
drivers to be at the airport waiting
for you. The number to call is 1800-236-3330, ask for the Front
Desk or Van Driver and give them
your arrival information.
However, if the Sierra Hotel does
not get the information in
advance, it’s no problem. You can
call the Sierra at 800-236-3330 when you arrive at the
Green Bay airport, OR there is a Lodging Kiosk at
the airport whereby you only have to push the Hotel
Sierra button and you will be connected with the
Hotel, and then ask for the Front Desk or Van Driver.

The weather in Green Bay in September is usually
very mild, in the middle seventies by day and the
middle fifties by night, so bring a jacket and umbrella
just in case.
Plan to come early
and stay late.
Explore Heritage
Hills, take a cruise
on the Foxy Lady,
or try your luck at
the Oneida Casino
– you’ll enjoy it.
Greg and Sandy

Greg Krcma
President

Hotel Reservations
Contact the Hotel Sierra directly and don’t forget to
mention you are with the Hof Reunion Group.
Hotel Sierra
333 Main Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
1 920 432 4555
1 800 236 3330
http://www.hotel-sierra.com/greenbay
Our Secretary, Don Riverkamp, has also found a
couple of good deals:
For those flying into Austin Straubel International
Airport in Green Bay, the Hotel Sierra offers
complimentary transportation to and from the Austin
Straubel International Airport. It is better if you let
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The Pub

The second deal is Sierra Hotel’s PUB CLUB CARD.
The Sierra Hotel’s Pub offers for purchase, a “Pub
Club Card”. This is a super offer from the Pub. The
card is good for one year, costs $8.00, and entitles the
holder to the following:
$1 off all frozen blended drinks
Discounts on Deli products & more!
Come in on your Birthday to receive a birthday
Starbucks Coffee drink of your choice
$1 off Lunch or Dinner Mon-Fri 11am-10pm
DOUBLE BUBBLE: ALL DAY EVERY DAY
2-4-1 Domestic Bottles/Drafts
2-4-1 Single Rail/Call Mixers
2-4-1 Glasses of House Wine
1/2 Price Appetizers 4pm-8pm
Wednesday $.25 wings 4pm-8pm
1/2 price 16” 1 topping pizzas 9pm-11pm
Come in on your Birthday to receive a Birthday
Burger & Drink
All food specials are dine-in only and you must have
your card present.
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DOWNTOWN RESTAURANT GUIDE
The following is a partial listing of restaurants that
Group Dinner Coordinators (and others) can use –
these restaurants are able to handle large groups. It’s
not complete, but you can also check with our
President Greg Krcma for recommendations or visit
<www.greenbaynightlife.com/category/green-bayrestaurants> for more restaurants.
Angelina (Italian)
117 N. Adams Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-437-7248

Kavarna / Parisi’s (1 section meats and
1 section vegetarian)
143 N. Broadway Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-430-3200
Little Tokyo (Sushi)
121 N. Broadway #B
Green Bay, WI 54303
920-433-9323
Republic Chop House (Steaks)
218 N. Adams Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-437-7900

Black and Tan (Steaks)
130 E. Walnut Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-430-7700
The River Room at the Clarion (all American)
201 Main Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-437-5900
Hinterland Brewery (Gourmet American Cuisine)
313 Dousman Street
Green Bay, WI 54303
920-438-8050

The Pub (all American)
333 Main Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-433-2001
Titletown Brewing Company (all American)
200 Dousman Street
Green Bay, WI 54303
920-437-2337

Tentative Schedule of Events - Changes will be Posted
First and Last Official Reunion Events in RED

Monday
9/5

Hospitality Room open for Executive Board for Setup
Majority of HRA Members to Check-In Hotel at 3 PM
1700 - 1830 HRA Executive Board Meeting

Tuesday
9/6

0900 - 1545
0900 - 1300
1600 - 1730
1830 - ....

Hospitality Room Open 9 AM to 3:45 PM
Registration Open - Registration Packets not picked up at registration, available in the Hospitality Room
HRA General Membership Meeting - Green Bay Mayor Schmitt will arrive at 4:30 PM to welcome HRA

Group Dinners

Wednesday 0800 - 1200
9/7
0800 - 1200
1230 - 1800
1800 - 2000

Hospitality Room Open 8 AM to NOON
Tours - Lambeau Field and Hall of Fame
Luncheon Buffet
Hospitality Room Reopens

Thursday
9/8

0800 - 2000
0800 - 1730

Hospitality Room Open
Tours – Renards Cheese & Von Stiel Winery (am), Botanical Gardens & RR Museum (pm)
Free Evening for Members, Spouses, and Guests

Friday
9/9

0800 - 1500
1500 - 1600
1730 - 2300

Hospitality Room Open from 8 AM to 3 PM
Hospitality Room - Frauen Kaffee Klatsch
Banquet Function

Saturday
9/10

0800 - 1000

Hospitality Room Open for Clean up, Picking Up Photo Albums, and Goodbyes
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IMPORTANT NOTE FOR MEMBERS USING
"DEBIT" CARDS
If you plan on using your “debit” card at the Sierra
Hotel to charge your room, or any charges made to
your room in the hotel during your stay, here is a note
on the hotel’s policy concerning their use:
Thanks for your call today! I spoke with our Director
of Guest Services and learned how we handle debit
cards. Your guests are more than welcome to use
their debit credit card, however, they will need to
either provide a $250 cash deposit OR $250 debit
card deposit that will be refunded if not used. We
suggest that your guests do the $250 cash deposit, as
they will get their money back at check out, whereas,
when doing the deposit with a debit card, it may take
up to 14 business days to see the $250 back in their
account.
Kari
Sierra Hotel
And another reminder to attendees – Bill Ward will
be heading up the Hospitality Suite Operation this
year and, as normal, he is asking for volunteers to
give a hand in the operation for a couple of hours, so
see him to get on the duty roster. There isn’t any pay
for your service but if you want to meet everyone,
this is the place – everyone passes through there at
least once, others more often than that.

CALL FOR DOOR PRIZES
The luncheon buffet door prize
table and the auctions have been
a notable part of our reunion for
the last few years, as our
members have been very
generous with donations of
crafts, art work, and other items.
To make this reunion one of the
most memorable, the Hof
Reunion Association (HRA) President has again
enlisted the aid of Jerry Middendorf and Phil Murray
as co-chairmen of the Door Prize Committee. The
HRA is loaded with talented members and door
prizes will again add the little extra touch to make the
2011 (10th Annual) Green Bay Reunion one of the
most memorable to date.
We’re looking for donations such as craft items,
books and artwork that can be presented as a door
prize or possibly even for a silent auction. At
previous reunions, items donated included crochet
doilies, wood carvings, hand crafted blankets,
embroidered table runners, dirndl, oil paintings,
puzzles, hand made jewelry, beer mugs,
German/Austrian music CDs, USAFSS hat pins,
collector plates and other items.

WEARING OF NAMETAGS
Don Riverkamp reminds us - When checking in at
HRA registration, each member, spouse, and/or guest
will receive a Green Bay HRA Nametag. This
nametag is to be worn and displayed during all
reunion functions, as it identifies you as being part of
the HRA Green Bay Reunion group, and enables
others that may not recognize your face, after so
many years, but may recognize your name. If you are
not wearing, or properly displaying the nametag, you
will not be allowed into the hospitality room, general
membership meeting, tour buses, buffet luncheon
program, and banquet program. Our Sergeants at
Arms, and Executive Board Members will control
this issue, and if someone forgets to wear or display
their name tag, they will be asked to please return to
their room and get it prior to being allowed access to
the function. We ask for all attendees to assist us in
following this reunion procedure. Thank you for your
assistance and cooperation in this matter.
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Sample Donations

We are going to continue with the door prize
initiative that began with the 2010 Ogden reunion by
drawing multiple names for door prizes, which speeds
up drawing of names and allows for more music and
dancing during the afternoon. Lots of prizes make for
lots of fun, so consider making a contribution to our
door prize/auction item pool. You can donate a door
prize item - simply bring it to the Green Bay reunion,
however, please give Jerry Middendorf and/or Phil
Murray, a heads-up, via email, a telephone call or
snail mail ahead of time letting them know what you
have planned to bring as a donation. This effort on
your part will save valuable time in documenting the
items to be presented as door prizes or auction items.
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The committee encourages wide spread participation
in the door prize initiative. But if you’re unable to
be with us in Green Bay and would like to donate an
item, please do not snail mail the donated item to the
HRA Adjutant or Door Prize Committee Members.
Instead, first attempt to contact someone that will be
driving to Green Bay to transport your donated item;
or make other arrangements for transporting the item
to Green Bay. If that is unsuccessful, contact Jerry
Middendorf or Phil Murray to provide assistance in
getting the donated item to the Sierra Hotel in Green
Bay, Wisconsin.
Jerry Middendorf
j.middendorf@comcast.net
405 Forehand Court
Bel Air, Maryland 21015
Phone: 410-776-3637
Phil Murray
hra_philm@hughes.net
755 Ridge Way
Fallbrook, California 92082-2679
Phone: 760-723-1726

Working with Robert and Hanna Hoerath, who live in
Naila, just outside Hof, we have selected the
following dates for the Reunion.
The Hof reunion will be
September 16th to the 22nd,
2012, one day longer than here in
the States. These dates were
selected based on the Bavarian
school vacation ending on the
12th of September - no buses
were available until after the
12th, and then ending on the
22nd - Oktoberfest starts in München on the 22nd.
You can celebrate with all your old friends in Hof and
then go to the Oktoberfest.
The reunion will be at the
Quality Hotel in Hof. We have
had two other reunions at the
Quality Hotel, 2002 and 2006,
and each time they have done a
fantastic job for us and this one
should be just as good if not
better.
Robert and Hanna are working
on local tours, our tours will be
in and around the Hof area, as
we want to be able to go out on
a bus in the morning and get
back to the Hotel in the evening.

2012 REUNION IN HOF

Registration will be on Sunday
the 16th, with the board meeting
that evening. On Monday we
will start in Hof at the Rathaus
mit Oberbürgermeister der Stadt
Hof. We will finish the day with
a General Membership meeting at the Quality Hotel.
We have a tour to Bamberg planned, tour of the
Kaserne, and others in the works. The Banquet
Dinner will be in the Bürgergesellschaft Hof with
Musik and Programm. We will finish the Hof
Reunion with an Aufwiedersehen Breakfast im
Quality Hotel. Robert and Hanna have already been
very busy planning our reunion and tours. All we
need is for you to attend and make this another great
reunion. This may be our last chance as a group to
have a reunion in Hof; after all we are not getting any
younger. We have a lot of people that will not be able
to make the trip due to health. It sure would be nice if
everyone that possibly can make the trip could join us
in Hof in September of 2012. The Bier is still good.
Make sure your passport is up to date.

You, the Hof Reunion Membership, have elected to
go back to Hof for our 2012 reunion.

Jim Riggin,
Vice President

The Hof Rathaus
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SITE SELECTION

MEMBERSHIP SLUETHING

I’m not sure how many of our members know how a
reunion site is selected so I will attempt to explain
how it works. The
President selects a
Reunion Site Selection
Chairman (usually the
2ndVP), who in turn
recruits 3-4 members to
form the Site Selection
Committee. Depending on
which part of the country
is due for a reunion, East,
Central or West, they will research cities in that area
that would be suitable to host a reunion. Many things
are taken into consideration, such as points of
interest, adequate hotels and ease of transportation.
As could be expected, not everyone may be pleased
with a location but I firmly believe that the Selection
Committees over the years have done an excellent
job. Then after long discussions and debate, 2-4 sites
are selected for the ballot to be voted on by the
general membership. Sometimes the site with the
most votes may not be selected as the reunion site.
For example, in 2008 Charleston won the vote and for
a number of reasons the site was change by the
Executive Board to Myrtle Beach, SC, which turned
out to be one of the most highly attended reunions in
our history – 330 attendees.

Membership finds and contacts continue at a steady,
but not-too-rapid pace. I don’t keep a tally between
Newsletters, but rather from September to September,
in line with the annual elections. So, I can tell you
that I have located or been involved with contacting
53 former Hofers since the 2010 Reunion in Ogden,
Utah. I, along with others, have also chanced upon
information of a number of deceased former Hofers.

Voting for the reunion site is important in many
aspects. First it allows for the members desires to be
voiced. It is encouraged that when you vote for a site
that you have good intentions on attending that
reunion. This lets the Reunion Planner have better
leverage when negotiating a contract with a hotel, bus
company or event. We all know that plans and
situations can change but on behalf of the Executive
Board we encourage all our members to attend the
reunion wherever it is located. The 2011 reunion site
will be Green Bay, WI, and the site for 2012 is Hof,
Germany. The site for 2013 will be _________. I do,
however, know the area for the 2013 reunion will be
the East and as President pro tem for 2013, I assure
you that I and the other members of the Executive
Board will endeavor to have a reunion equal to or
exceed past efforts. If there any questions or concerns
please let me know. My E-mail is
bward4@cfl.rr.com Thanks and hope to see you in
Green Bay.
Bill Ward
2nd VP
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Since the January 2011
newsletter was sent out, some
members did not receive their
copy. I was in possession of
the extra copies from Dave
Sallinger, so whenever Don
Riverkamp e-mailed me about
a newsletter non-receipt, I
mailed it along with the forms
for Green Bay. I did close to
40 mailings to date, a few of
which were to “new finds.” I did some mailings
while I was out-of-town, having taken all the
paperwork with me.
Again, Detective Phil Strikes with Much
Appreciated Assistance from Detective First Class,
Bill Wiemann
Opportunity has been kind to me, since my detective
story concerning Mike Searcher and his family in the
January 2011 Newsletter. Yes, I have another
adventure that actually had two HRA “detectives”
involved; Bill Wiemann, living near Hof in
Eppenreuth, Germany, and myself. In reality it is not
a detective story, but the reuniting of two parts of a
family, after 30 years. The following is presented
without prejudice, and only presenting the
unevaluated information, as I received it. What I
present here is only for general continuity.
On 26 January 2011, Bill Wiemann sent Don
Riverkamp an inquiry as to why Wayne Warren did
not appear in the roster. Bill provided a few other
details and Don passed everything on to me. Over
the next few days, Bill passed me more information.
Wayne Warren was in the U.S. Army stationed in
Bindlach, and rotated to Hof about every six weeks to
operate the Army service station near the tank park.
His eventual wife, Erika, worked in the BX. One day
sometime after the Kaserne was turned over to the
German military, Bill happened upon Wayne in
downtown Hof, and learned that Wayne was
employed by the Hof city government. Another time
later, Wayne saw Erika downtown; she had gotten a
job in the Kaufhof, after the BX closed.
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On January 29, Bill recalled that Wayne had a son,
Gerhard Warren, who had gained notoriety in Aug
2000, when he was featured in the Hofer Anzeiger for
having caught a record fish in the Untreusee near Hof
Bill sent an e-mail to the taxidermist in Bremerhaven
that had mounted Gerhard’s fish, inquiring about his
address. She forwarded Bill’s e-mail to Gerhard, who
immediately phoned him.
Gerhard lives on
Jahnstraße, and his mother, Erika, lives on the
Sudring in Hof. I gave Bill permission to pass my email address to Gerhard, and we immediately began
an e-mail correspondence continuing through May
13. (To begin with, I was drawing on every bit of
German that I know, with the help of a small EnglishGerman dictionary, and was able to get across what I
wanted to say in mostly proper format, and Gerhard
understood me. Then, I switched to a translation
program, that made going to German a lot easier (but
I had to interpret the English in the German to
English version). But, I‘m getting ahead of myself.
Eventually Wayne took another wife, and fathered
Samuel V. Warren and Christian Warren. As the
boys grew over the next several years, Wayne would
pick up Gerhard every Sunday and bring him to their
house. Gerhard would play with Sammy in the yard,
as Chris was too young, only three years old. One
day in an unstated year, Wayne came to the U.S.
Eventually Wayne’s wife, Violetta, and her two sons
also came to the U.S.
With this background from Gerhard, I was able to
locate Wayne Warren in Lexington, KY, and
telephoned him. I filled him in on the background;
that I was looking for Sammy and Chris on behalf of
their half-brother, Gerhard, and half-sister, Anita in
Hof. Wayne said he hadn’t been in contact with
Sammy and Chris for about ten years, and had no
idea where they were. I passed Gerhard’s e-mail
address to Wayne, and Gerhard told me that they had
established contact.
As Gerhard and I continued to correspond, I located
Sammy and Chris at several different addresses, also
in Lexington, KY. I finally settled on one of two
addresses. Unfortunately, I wasn’t unable to acquire
a phone number in my widespread database searches,
but I did have an apparently firm address, listing
Samuel, Christian, and mother Violetta all at the same
address.
Between March 24 and April 3, I went on a personal
excursion to Louisiana and Oklahoma, and returning
on April 4, I passed through Lexington, KY and went
to the address I had selected. Sammy answered the
door, and at first was dubious, but quickly realized
that I was not someone trying to perpetrate a scam. I
was invited in and met Violetta, and we talked more.
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For 30 odd years they had been wondering what
became of Gerhard, but had no idea how to contact
him. I told them it was the same with Gerhard.
Unfortunately, Chris wasn’t at home so I could also
meet him. I had Sammy’s letter for them that
Gerhard had e-mailed to me. I told them that Gerhard
wanted to set up a phone call at a time that was
convenient. It would have to be at a time when Anita
would be available to be at Gerhard’s house, because
Gerhard does not speak or understand English, but
Anita does pretty well with it. I got Sammy’s e-mail
address and cell phone number.
When I returned home on April 6, I passed the great
news on to Gerhard, who said he didn’t know when
he would be able to sleep, because he was so excited.
During the next few weeks, Sammy contacted AT&T
and had his cell phone set up to make international
calls, because they didn’t have a house phone. On
April 25, Gerhard told me that Anita would be on
vacation until May 2, and able to come to his house.
I told Sammy, and he said that May 12 would be a
good day. So, at 7 p.m. Hof time, the climactic phone
call took place. While he still knew some German,
Sammy had difficulty understanding Gerhard, so
Sammy and Anita had a long conversation in English,
and she passed on everything to Gerhard. Anita and
Violetta also talked briefly. While it was quite an
exciting day for all of them, it was exceptionally
special for Gerhard, because May 14 was his 46th
birthday. Through me, via e-mail the Lexington
group and the Hof group exchanged family photos. I
also gave Sammy the translation web site URL, so
they can have regular exchanges with Gerhard. And
Gerhard and Sammy have each other’s e-mail
addresses.
It is said that things happen in threes, whether good
or bad. Then this was the third one for me. On
October 8, 2009, Tom Mikloiche asked me to find the
surviving family of James Leon Riley, an AP in Hof,
who was the Best Man at Mik’s and Inge’s wedding
in 1967. I had no immediate luck. Every so often, I
would do another search, and finally on October 20,
2010, I located Patricia Riley Lampinen in Manistee,
Michigan, and passed the contact information to Mik,
who immediately called Pat for an hour-long phone
reunion.
Phil Ruth
Membership Chairman

TREA$URER REPORT
It has been my pleasure to serve as your Treasurer
since elected to this position 9 months ago in Ogden.
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The HRA operates on a fiscal
year that runs from January 1 to
December 31 of each calendar
year. At present the HRA’s
finances are in excellent condition
with an ending balance of
$48,918.09 as of May 31, 2011.
The goal of the Executive Board
is to provide all members of the
HRA with the best service from
the money received from members.

stigma normally associated with subsidized housing.
If you are aware of a surviving spouse requiring
financial assistance give that person the following
information. A spouse must submit for admission in
the AFEV a 1.) Marriage Certificate, 2.) Her Birth
Certificate, 3.) Proof of Retirement - Orders or DD
form 214, and 4.) Death Certificate of Spouse or

The HRA is recognized as a nonprofit, tax exempt,
charitable organization under Internal Revenue Code,
Section 501 (c) (19). Under the IRS nonprofit rules
each year we should make a contribution to a
charitable cause. We have selected the Air Force
Enlisted Village to receive the HRA donation since
2003.
Let me just summarize the process that takes place
from the time you send your check to the HRA
Adjutant (Mel Hamill).
The Adjutant receives
checks from members that can include yearly dues
and/or registration for the 2011 Green Bay Reunion,
which includes registration costs and variable items
such as tours and T-shirts. Once the checks are
posted by the Adjutant in his spreadsheets, the checks
are mailed to the Treasurer (Me). I deposit the
checks and post the data on my spreadsheets for
preparation of the monthly financial reports.
Financial reports are prepared for the previous month
and emailed to the Executive Board. Also, my job as
treasurer is to cut checks to vendors and members as
necessary.
The present HRA bank is PNC Bank in Bel Air,
Maryland. Most of the income in our operating funds
come from membership dues. Without the continued
support of our current and new members there would
be no funds to keep the HRA continuing. Hey, meine
Damen and Herren, if it wouldn’t be for your
commitment and dedication to the HRA I wouldn’t
have to run to the bank 4 or 5 times each month.
As always, members are our greatest source of
income and without you we would not have an HRA.
You are the Ambassadors of the HRA. So keep in
touch with the friends you made in that little town of
Hof, or surrounding area, and let’s all meet in Green
Bay in September 2011 and in Hof in 2012
The Hof Reunion Association has made a donation
annually to the Air Force Enlisted Village since 2003.
The Air Force Enlisted Village (AFEV) was founded
in 1967; it provides surviving spouses requiring
financial assistance, a place to live among peers,
sharing memories of the Air Force life without the
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Casualty Report (Surviving Spouses Only). More
information on subsidized housing facilities can be
obtained from (www.afenlistedwidows.org) or 1-800258-1413.

Another reminder - if the $15.00 per year annual
membership fee will create a financial hardship for
any person meeting the HRA membership criteria,
please (bitte) provide the Adjutant with a brief
summation with your membership renewal. The
Executive Board may grant a FREE confidential
membership based on the individual request.
Jerry Middendorf
Treasurer
WEBSITE REPORT
Several changes have been made to the Hof Reunion
site, with a new opening page photo of the Kaserne
circa 1967, and a fairly extensive history of Lt.
Kingsley and his Medal of Honor award has been
added (in the Photos and Links section) for whom the
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Kaserne was renamed in 1948.
That section is still under
construction but completely
accessible.
Hof Kaserne or Camp Hof or
Border Camp Hof (as it was
known previously by the
Americans) was redesignated as
Kingsley Barracks in June 1949. See General Order
#51, HQ European Command, dated 2 June 1949.
The same General Order re-designated Hindenburg
Kaserne in Coburg as Harris Barrack.

The Kaserne circa 1967

For those of you who have not been back to Hof, the
Kaserne was again renamed by the Bundestag in 1984
for a Oberfrankener Wehrmacht General and hero
named Hans Hüttner.
Information about the Green Bay Reunion in
September has also been added.
We had a period of spamming by a Russian porn site
for a short period in the spring that was partially
censured by the controls built into the system but not
totally blocked. The spamming was finally
completely blocked with some much-appreciated help
from our old Webmeister, Bruce Springsteen.
And, the guestbook size has been reset to 1500
characters, so much longer messages can be left
there! Also pics in thumbnail size,
Jerry Mangas
Webmeister
INFO UPDATES
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and
every one of our HRA Members and spouses for
keeping me informed whenever there was a change of
address, phone number or email address. Along with
the mailing of the Hof Connection Newsletters in
January and July, we email right around 450 weekly
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updates to our current active members with Internet
Service. Having the proper mailing and email
addresses makes sure that the Hof Reunion
Association keeps our members informed on a timely
basis with information. We mailed our 2011 January
Hof Connection Newsletters BY First Class Mail, and
that seemed to work out great. Our members got
them much faster and reliably, and we will continue
to mail them First Class Mail via the US Post Office.
Please keep up the excellent notifications when
moving, changing for summer/winter home
addresses, and email address changes, and it will
make my (our) job much, much easier.
HRA Master Roster is updated weekly on Sunday,
and if you ever wish the latest electronic copy, all you
have to do is email me, and I will email it to you
immediately. Some people renew for future years,
and therefore do not get an electronic copy unless
they ask me, since I might just have forgotten. For
those renewing yearly, I automatically email you a
copy the week after your membership renewal forms
reach the adjutant's office in Dover. Due to mailing
and printing costs, ONLY NEW Members, without
Internet Service, receive a hard copy of the roster at
the time of initial membership to the Hof Reunion
Association.
Looking forward to our 10th
Anniversary Reunion in Green Bay, and seeing all
our fellow Hofers, spouses, guests, and friends. See
you in GB!! Thanking You All.
Don Riverkamp
Secretary
THE START OF HOF REUNION
ASSOCIATION
The Tenth Anniversary of the
Hof Reunion Association will
take place this year. Before the
formation of the Hof Reunion
Association, and the first
official HRA reunion, 2002, in
Hof, Germany, a small group of
Hofers who had stayed in
contact throughout the years
after the U.S. Forces had
departed Hof decided to get together. Because we are
celebrating our 10th Anniversary I would like to take
this time to honor and recognize some of the founders
of the Hof Reunion Association. The Official History
of the HRA includes all of what follows.
What was the primary motivation for the beginning:
“To welcome to the United States a group of Hofers
that had worked with the United States Air Force in
Hof, Germany?” At the time “Hofer” referred to
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Germans who lived in Hof, Germany. Today, Hofer
is a word we use with pride and honor to include an
HRA member or person connected with our
Association. Some of the visiting Hofers that were
welcomed and made to feel at home were Helga
Lange, Erika Thuemling, Anna Mueller, Hanns Karl
Rittle, Erich Rohleder, and Helga Wuerdinger. The
1996 reunion was organized by Leon & Dotty
Weston and Mike and Barbara Jean Buttell and took
place at the Sahara Hotel Casino in Las Vegas,
Nevada. Fun was had by all and a committee was
formed to plan the 1998 get together in Hof,
Germany. The 1998 committee was led by John &
Inge Traub. Anna Mueller and Col Leon Weston
were at the 2010 reunion in Ogden, Utah.
In 1998, our Hofer friends reciprocated: Franz
Anders, Robert Hoerath, Erika Thuemling, Anna
Mueller, Erich Rohleder, and Helga Wuerdinger
along with the Traubs, did a super job in planning and
organizing the return to Hof, providing the visiting
Americans with a true feeling of friendship and
organizing a fantastic gathering. Robert Hoerath is a
member of the Executive Board and is our go-to
person in Germany. Approximately 37 Americans
made the return trip to Hof, Germany. A true
German welcome back was bestowed on the
Americans when they were honored by the town of
Hof and marched in the Hof Volksfest Parade.
In 1999, a 602/606 reunion was planned and took
place in Reno, Nevada, at the Circus Circus Hotel
Casino. The organizers were Chuck and Monika
Wilson. About 60 people attended. Chuck learned of
plans for a 2000 Hof Reunion at the Embassy Suites
Hotel in Colorado Springs, 2000.
The initial planners for the 2000 reunion were
Richard & Beverly Hurliman, Hal & Dot Olson, Jim
Smith and Jim Riggin. Jim Riggin was the President
of the 2006 Hof Reunion and will be our President for
the 2012 Hof Reunion. Word spread quickly and 215
Hofers attended. Like a ball of fire, the Association
was set to action by Hal Olson’s question “How
many people are interested in returning to Hof in
2002?” Almost everyone raised their hands. Chuck
Wilson volunteered to plan and organize the 2002
reunion.
As Chuck & Monika Wilson got into the initial
planning stage, he felt it was necessary to officially
form an Association. The reason: “to finance the
search for former colleagues and to start the Hof
Newsletter to be published 4 times a year. Now, The
Hof Newsletter is published 2 times a year, January
and July. The Hof Weekly Update is emailed to our
current members weekly. The formation of the Hof
Master Roster came about when Hal Olson’s roster,
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Chuck’s listing, and Phil Ruth’s input of over 200
listings were combined. As word spread, others
provided names. Next, the first Hof Reunion
Association Executive Board was elected. This was
done through the Hof Newsletter and mail-in-ballots.
A date for the 2002 Reunion was voted on by HRA
members and September was selected. This was the
start of how the location for the yearly reunion site is
selected. The first Hof Reunion Association
Constitution and By-laws was drafted by Chuck
Wilson, reviewed by Attorney Jim Slothower, and
approved by the Executive Board. The Hof Reunion
Association was official, 2002. To complete this
lengthy process one more step was needed, the Hof
Reunion Association submitted to the State of
California, Secretary of State, on August 21, 2002 to
be registered as an Unincorporated Nonprofit
Association. The Hof Reunion Association’s first
anniversary and first official reunion were celebrated
September 15-22, 2002 in Hof, Germany. Many
members were involved in the FOUNDING of the
Hof Reunion Association. To you and to all, I
THANK you.
A small part that holds the Hof Reunion Association
together and helps make it a great organization is a
binding factor of ones desire to unite with those who
shared the same experiences, traveled within the same
boundaries. Some of those are: the Cold War, 5 KZone, Volksfest, Fasching, Jake’s, The Blick,
Schnitzel, Kaufhof, Bratwurst, Little Siberia, German
Bier, VW, Autobahn, Able, Baker, Charlie, Delta,
Kingsley Kaserne, The Site, Döbraberg, Border
Patrol, No Speed Limit, The 5K NCO Club, Green
and Blue Uniforms, Armed Forces Recreation
Centers, Flughafen, Gate Guard, Town Patrol, Gas
Coupons, Cobble Stones, Chow Hall, Fußball,
Speaking German and My Family Away From Home
- - - YOU. Thank you for traveling back with me to a
wonderful and joyful time in our life.
“Ich bin Stolz ein Hofer zu sein.”
Melvin Hamill
Adjutant
T-SHIRT STUFF
For those ordering T-shirts, here’s a sketch of what
you can expect them to look like.
As you will note on the registration form, the ladies
version will be a scoop neck with the HRA emblem
on the front and without the graphic on the back, and
the collared shirt also is with the HRA emblem on the
front and without the graphic on the back. All shirts
will be a very tasteful “Heather Gray” color. If you
want one or two make sure you get them on order
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because there will be very few extras available at the
reunion and a restricted choice of sizes.
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YOU, YOUR EARS, AND THE VA ...
Jerry Mangas has done a little research into hearing
loss associated with Air Force duty, and although it
was aimed at “Crypto-Linguists,” as often found in
the 6915th, there are many other troops that were
exposed to situations where they incurred noticeable
hearing loss, so this just might be handy news for
many.
A while back Roger Preslar had forwarded a question
about hearing loss to Bobby Sturdevant. Stu,
knowing that I had written a small piece for the
weekly a couple years ago on Operations guys and
hearing loss, forwarded it on to me.
I had a chance to meet with the local County
Veteran's Service Officer (VSO), at the office of our
local (and newly elected) State Representative to
Harrisburg, PA.
Basically the question I asked him was if there was a
program for our Ops guys and their hearing problems,
such as the Brits had done it for their troops
according to the Stars and Stripes (per a note from the
Berlin Islander's Group).
To boil down almost an hour of questions and
answers, and then the VSO's research, it comes to
this:
There is no “program” per se for our Ops guys. More
surprising, there is NO PROGRAM for any MOS or
AFSC or Rate. Not for tankers or artillery guys or
snipers or pilots or radar ops or engine room oilers.
Nada - zilch. There were past and currently ongoing
studies to follow different groups over time, to see
basically what develops, in terms of hearing loss, in
this instance. But currently each application is
handled on an individual basis.
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A Google search for “Crypto-linguists +hearing loss”
will yield reams of links, most all related to the same
group of studies.
What the VSO suggested was a two-prong approach:
The first part of the prong is to file one of two ways
with the VA. One is a means-tested approach where
you are laddered according to everything from the
way you acquired you difficulty (combat, etc) and
your actual fiscal need. If you DON'T fill out the
financial disclosure part of the qualification form
(VA Form 10-10EZ) then you are automatically
disqualified. I asked why they needed the info since
the IRS already had it. The VSO said yes, but the IRS
doesn’t share info with the VA – so the VA doesn't
have it and would need it to determine qualification.
The other way, and the way the VSO suggested, is to
file for a “service connected disability due to hearing
loss” with your local (probably county) VSO, which
does not include “means testing” or digging into your
personal finances. That claim is then forwarded to the
VA Regional Office (VARO). VARO schedules a
medical audiology exam at a local VA facility. IF the
outcome is positive, and depending on the degree of
hearing loss, hearing aids are provided; some free and
some with a co-pay that is dependent on your
financial status, with a maximum charge of $150 (I
believe) per device, and there is also the possibility of
disability compensation. A couple of our members
have told me that it is better to do it with a “sponsor”
such as the local VFW or Legion than to go it alone.
A surprising statement from the VSO, and the second
prong of the approach, is to ask our members to write
to their various State and Federal Congressmen and
Senators and the heads of the committees dealing
with Veterans Affairs asking them to look into the
problem (the Crypto-linguist problem in this case)
and to take positive action to help alleviate the
situation.
Jerry Mangas
Webmeister
WWII ANTI-FRATERNIZATION POLICY
“Love is the only force capable of transforming an
enemy into a friend.”
- Martin Luther King, Jr.
During World War II and since that time a
widespread transformation took place in Germany, in
Hof, and the surrounding areas. Although a
fraternization ban was introduced in September 1944
to keep American troops from forming relationships
with the local citizens, thousands of men were not
deterred from meeting and dating German women.
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In fact, many of the couples fell in love, in spite of
the uncertainty of their futures together. Congress
lifted the ban in 1945 and couples were free to marry
- and marry they did. Approximately twenty
thousand German women immigrated to the United
States between 1946 and 1949.
Although each story is different, life experiences
during that time should not be forgotten. I believe
they need to be passed on. So, if you have one, send
it to me and if we get enough maybe we can publish
them for the group
Send the stories to: j.middendorf@comcast.net
Jerry Middendorf
Treasurer
MEMBERS PASSING
As we close this newsletter, we wish to acknowledge
those that have passed. This is a list of members
who’s loss we have been informed of just since our
last reunion in September of 2010, in Ogden.
FLYBY LIST:
Galen "Ash" Ashton, Paul D. Baldridge, Howard
"Donald" Banitt, Frederick Bashaw, Don Billingslea,
Nathan "Cameron" Britt, Thomas Emerson, Thomas
E. Davare, Carl F. Davino, Wesley E. DeWoody,
Albert R. Drummond, Roger E. Evans, Herman Lee
Everett Sr., Nicholas H. Fedder, David Gilliam,
Richard "Rich" Morris Goding, Richard H. Greene
(Army), J.D. Head, Harley R. Jordan, Curtis L. June,
Glenwood McDowell, Philip B. Meixner, John "Jack"
Picha, Ronald J. Pike, Kenneth Poss, Kenneth L.
Putman, Andrew Quisenberry, Eulis "Wayne" Rose,
Carl "Bill" Schunk, James D. Shepp, Murl L. (Bob)
Spears, Howard E. Stewart Jr, Colonel Henry D.
Stringer, George D. Swank, Litvin L. Veillon, and
Michael C. Wallace.
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:
Gerda Heimrath Ackerman, Betty Ashton, Gloria J.
Brown, Sue “Claire” Coker, Regina Plattner
Cunningham, Lt. Colonel Rita Flanigan, Barbara Lee
Jack, Judy Jones, Anne Lambrecht, Liesel Schemm
Mack, Herta Heiber Noe, Rosalie Ruth, and Brigitte
Matthes Schunk.
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This is a sad reminder that we are getting into that
stage of life where we should do those things that we
meant to do, to see those “old friends” that we meant
to see. Even if we survive, maybe our “old friends”
won’t.
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