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Ogden - the HRA Celebrates in Hof’s Sister City
During the week of September 6th, 2010, 144 of our
members, spouses, family and friends converged on
the beautiful city of Ogden, Utah. Many of us had
never been to the Ogden area or even Utah itself, but
the area and it's people certainly made a fine
impression on every one of us. As each one checked
into the Marriott, we were greeted by one of
Marriott's incredible staff that answered every
question asked and attended to all of their needs in a
friendly and professional manner not seen before.
Early arrivals were also provided coupons identifying
them as HRA members that gave them all the
discounts negotiated for the entire week.

Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Marriott Hotel
Camp Commander, and other useful information.
After registration, the members drifted into the
Hospitality Room for refreshments and hospitality.
The volunteers in the Hospitality Room were kept
busy as bees keeping the refreshments flowing the
rest of the day as members sat around and talked
about the “Good Old Days” in Hof. All the items that
were donated for door prizes and auction were
displayed for everyone to see and those slated for
Auction were displayed separately.

Ogden with the Wasatch Mountains in the background.

The executive board held its annual meeting on
Monday, the 6th, and went over last year's minutes,
discussed and accepted the Treasurer's Report, new
executive board member nominations, and suggested
the annual contribution of $2000 to the Air Force
Enlisted Village be presented to the Membership at
Tuesday's meeting for approval. We also discussed
how we could increase our active membership, and
the site selection committee gave us the choices to be
presented for the 2012 Reunion. Greg Krcma gave us
the latest information for the 2011 Reunion, which
will be held in Green Bay, WI.
Bright and early Tuesday morning registration started
right outside the Hospitality Room. Registrants were
given all the items they ordered, such as shirts, tickets
for meals and tours, a commemorative pin, and an
informative booklet designed by our Secretary Don
Riverkamp, which contained the week's schedule, a
copy of the Mayor's welcoming proclamation,
welcome letters from the HRA President, the Ogden
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From L to R: Robert Hörath, Mayor Matthew Godfrey, and Tom
Mikloiche

The General Membership meeting was held from
4:00pm to 5:30pm. The HRA was honored by Ogden
Mayor, Matthew Godfrey, who welcomed us to
Ogden and presented us with an Official
Proclamation declaring the week of September 6th to
the 10th Hof Reunion Association Week. The
Proclamation was accepted by President Mikloiche,
and later transported by our German Representative,
Robert Hörath, to Hof's Oberbürgermeister, Dr.
Harald Fichtner, for inclusion in their archives. The
executive board members were introduced President: Tom Mikloiche, 1st Vice President Greg
Krcma, 2nd Vice President Jim Riggin, Secretary
Don Riverkamp, Treasurer Mel Hamill, Membership
Chairman Phil Ruth, Webmaster Jerry Mangas,
Newsletter Editor Phil Murray, German
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Representative Robert Hoerath and our Staff
Members Francis Fukumoto, our Chaplain, and our
Sergeants at Arms, Roger Gentilini and Walt Murch.
Our Executive Board advisor Bill Ward was not in
attendance due to the upcoming birth of his
granddaughter, and, as many of you know, our
beloved Adjutant Joe Kessler passed away May 26th,
2010; his duties through the Ogden reunion were split
between Don Riverkamp and Mel Hamill. The
candidates for the open offices were then introduced
and President Mikloiche asked if there were any
nominations from the floor for each position and
there were none, so Bill Ward returned to the
executive board as 2nd VP, Mel Hamill took over the
Adjutant position and Jerry Middendorf was elected
Treasurer. The membership voted on and approved
the $2000 donation to the Air Force Enlisted Village
and the location for the 2011 Reunion was approved.
The 2012 Reunion site locations were announced and
will be voted upon by the membership; the ballot is
included with this Hof Connection Newsletter. Once
everything was completed the meeting was adjourned
and three groups of Hofers headed off to their Group
Dinners - an evening of good food and conversation.
Wednesday morning the men held their Früh
Schoppen session, and, after an hour of chit-chat and
reminiscing (“BS” is the military term), they broke it
up, and joined everyone else for the Buffet Luncheon.
The buffet doors opened at 12:15; at 12:36:52
President Mikloiche welcomed everybody and
announced the program. Chaplain Francis Fukumoto
gave the invocation and the buffet of delicious food
began. President Mikloiche gave out Awards of
Appreciation, door prizes were awarded and a live
auction was held for several selected items that were
donated.
Kerry Christensen, alpine
& western yodeling master
was introduced and
immediately won over the
entire group with his
yodeling and playing
keyboard, accordion and
the Alpenhorn. When he
sang “Proud to be an
American” the entire
audience stood at attention
and he received a standing
ovation lasting several
minutes. After a break, door prizes were given out
and the remaining items were auctioned, Kerry
continued his performance and, when he was done, he
again received a standing ovation and the sounds of
ENCORE! ENCORE! echoed throughout the facility.
Luckily he had CD’s available and just about
everyone was able to take some of his music home.
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Everyone left filled with food and having thoroughly
enjoyed his performance.
Thursday's schedule provided the tour of Hill AFB,
and the Mormon Temple Square in Salt Lake City.
At 1:00pm, 127 people eagerly awaited the Buses’
arrival and, once loaded, we were off and running until Bus #1 couldn't get out of the parking lot
because it was so low to the ground. On the third
attempt, Mr. President suggested we try backing out
and after some serious scraping of the undercarriage;
we were finally on our way. We lost about 30
minutes of tour time, but managed to make it up at
Hill AFB Air Museum.

At Hill AFB we were treated to talks from active duty
personnel on the F-16's capabilities: maintenance,
loading armaments, and how it feels to fly one. Dan
Norgail, an HRA member and docent at the Air
Museum was instrumental in arranging this and we
enjoyed it tremendously. At 3:45pm, we loaded back
up and headed for Salt Lake City. The 40-minute bus
ride gave everyone a chance to reflect a bit from the
hour spent at the Museum and the hour and 15
minutes at the hanger on base, and we were right on
time arriving at Temple Square. We split into 3
groups, and it was like herding cats trying to keep
that many people on the tour they started with, since
each group toured a different area and then switched
to another. By 6:30 all the tours were done and we
were all in line for dinner at the Lion House Pantry.
After a great dinner, we headed for the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir practice. The Choir Director was
amazing; he would be able to isolate individual

2 of 16

singers from this large group, to offer suggestion on
timing, volume, etc. then move on to the next part
that needed refinement. After several corrections,
they seemed to have each voice in proper balance,
and they then sang the entire piece, as it would be
done for the upcoming weekend's program. The Choir
Director also took a few moments to speak, during
which time; he recognized our group’s presence and
thanked us for our service. Everyone seemed to
thoroughly enjoy the entire rehearsal and around
9:10pm we boarded the buses and headed for Ogden,
returning around 10:00pm, tired, but happy that the
day went so well and that the weather cooperated.
Friday morning the Hospitality Room opened bright
and early and there were lots of Hofer's having coffee
and pastries. At 3:00pm it closed down so the Ladies
could hold their Kaffee Stunde and get to know each
other a little better. At 4:00pm the Hospitality Room
closed to get ready for the banquet dinner and dance.
The banquet doors opened at 5:30pm and everyone
was in their assigned seats by 5:50pm when President
Tom Mikloiche welcomed everyone and introduced
our honored guests: Ivan Toca, Marriot Hotel Events
Coordinator, Joni Wall, the representative of the
Ogden Convention and Visitors Bureau, Katherine
Sneddon, member of the Sister City Committee, and
Lisa Trujillo, member of the Hof Winterfest Festival
Committee. The National Anthems of the USA and
Germany were sung by Traudl Riggin accompanied
by many of the members attending. Our HRA
Chaplain Francis Fukumoto conducted the Memorial
Service and Invocation assisted by Joey Trujillo, Stu
Sturdevant and Greg & Sandy Krcma. At 6:15pm an
excellent dinner was served; a special table-for-one
was set up in honor of our beloved Adjutant, Joe
Kessler, and the executive board members gave a
toast. At 7:45pm President Mikloiche made several
announcements and there was a last chance go-round
for 50/50 tickets. Music was provided by a local DJ
and there was plenty of table-hopping and picture
taking by several members, and many photos are now
linked to the HRA website.
Saturday morning the Hospitality Room opened at
8:00am for saying our good-byes and promising to
get together again in Green Bay, or before that if we
could arrange it. My
utmost gratitude and
appreciation goes out to
each and every Board
Member and their
Spouses, all the HRA
Members that also
contributed items for the
Auction or Door Prizes, and everyone that assisted in
helping the Association during registration, in the
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Hospitality Room, or on the tours. I would also like to
say THANK YOU to everyone that attended the 2010
Ogden Reunion and hope that you really enjoyed
yourself.
Thomas (Mick) Mikloiche
2010 HRA President

Door Prizes and Auction Items
Every year we have tremendous support for our Door
Prize and Auction Item donations and this year was
no exception. We don’t have enough space to thank
everyone that donated but there are several that rank
as the “Top Exceptional Items,” three of them are
pictured, all hand crafted by our very talented
members.

The “top item,” receiving the highest bid in the
auction was a commemorative Hofer quilt from
Shirley and Walt Murch - Shirley did the work and
Walt gets his picture taken. The panels within the
border of the quilt are from photos of Hof, the sites
and various artifacts that bring back great memories
from the “old days.” The border is a collection of
various emblems and rank insignias from Air Force
and Army. This item was a “must have” for Walt
Whisner, leaving with a lighter wallet and a big smile
on his face.
Another top item was a
ceremonial
pipe,
handmade by Joey
Trujillo in traditional
tribal fashion; the bowl
made from Elk horn
with an Eagle’s head
carved into it. This
was indeed a highly
coveted item, ending
up in the happy hands
of Tom Mikloiche after
a competitive bidding
exercise with Walt Whisner.
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occupant included in the $70 per night rate. This rate
is good for 3 days before and 3 days after the reunion.
The hotel is located in the center of downtown Green
Bay and only a short walking distance from many
points of interest such as the Neville Public Museum,
the eclectic shops on Broadway, Olde Main and
Downtown, many fine restaurants, and the famous
Title Town Brewing Company.

A second quilt was created by Susan Holloway
having the center panel a series of the Air Force
Insignia, trimmed with gold and bordered in blue
ending up in the welcoming hands of the Sturdevants.
Other outstanding, handmade items were two purses
with a Breast Cancer Ribbon theme from Hilde
Middendorf, and a beautiful hand knitted baby girl’s
outfit donated by David and Ingrid Zurawski. All of
these ending up in appreciative hands.
As I said, there isn’t enough room to cover them all
but hope that this gives you an indication of what was
donated and our appreciation for the efforts made by
our members. In total there was approximately
$1,300 generated by the auction, which will find its
way into charitable donations and/or refreshments.

GREG KRCMA - President
COME AND JOIN US FOR THE TENTH
ANNIVERSARY HOF REUNION
The 2011 Hof
Reunion will be
held at the Hotel
Sierra in Historic
Green Bay, WI,
September 5th thru
the 10th, 2011.
Green Bay, first
settled in 1634 by missionaries, fur traders and
entrepreneurs is the 13th oldest settlement in the
United States. Situated on the Fox River, the highway
to The Green Bay, European settlers arrived and
started the shipping, logging and papermaking
industries. Centuries later, Green Bay remains one of
the busiest ports on the Great Lakes and is still a
leader in the in papermaking industry.
The reunion will be held at the Hotel Sierra, an all
suites hotel with complementary breakfast for each
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We have several great tours set up: On Wednesday
morning we will tour the Green Bay Botanical
Gardens, 47 acres of flowers, natural woodlands,
architectural structures, themed gardens and statues.
From there, we go to the National Railroad Museum
home of one of the 7 remaining Union Pacific “Big
Boys” and Ike’s WWll command train. We will
return to the hotel in time for the buffet luncheon.
On Thursday, we head out early across the base of the
Door Peninsula to Algoma, WI. We will visit
Renards Cheese Factory for a tour. How do they get
those holes in Swiss cheese and how come cheese
curds are squeaky when chewed?? We will then go to
the Von Stiehl Winery, the oldest licensed winery in
Wisconsin for a tour and wine tasting. After an
included lunch at Lambeau Field, we will tour the
Stadium and the Hall of Fame.
Come Early Stay Late. Explore Heritage Hills State
Park for history of the area, visit the Neville Museum,
take a cruise on the Foxy Lady, shop at Bay Park
Square, and try your luck at the Oneida Casino.
Celebrate the Hof Association 10th anniversary, meet
new friends and renew old acquaintances.
For more info go to: <http://www.hotel-sierra.com>
and/or <http://www.greenbay.com>

JIM RIGGIN – 1st Vice President
FOR ALL HOF REUNION MEMBERS
Notice this is addressed to
A L L Hof Reunion
Members, not just those
that have been attending
the reunions on a regular
basis. We want to
encourage everyone to
vote and attend the Hof
Reunions. In the past only
a fraction of you have
been voting for where we
are going for the next
reunion. As the old saying goes, “if you don’t vote,
then you shouldn’t complain.” So please take the time
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to vote this year on where you would like to go in
2012, we have five locations to choose from. In
2011, we are going north; please join us in Green
Bay, WI. Last year, 2010, we were in the West in
Ogden, UT, everyone really had a great time, but a
low attendance. In 2009, we were in the Central area,
Branson, MO, again everyone that went had a great
time, but it was also a low attendance. In 2008, we
were on the East Coast in Myrtle Beach, SC, our
second highest attendance and a fantastic reunion.
Our highest attended reunion was in Biloxi, MS in
2004. Therefore, we are offering a return to Myrtle
Beach or Biloxi, the two highest attended reunions,
for 2012. In addition we are offering two new
locations on the East Coast: Cocoa Beach, FL and
Virginia Beach, VA. Normally, we only offer four
locations to choose from; this year we are offering a
fifth choice, back to where most of us grew up, our
home away from home, Hof, Germany. If you are
like me, I went to Germany as a young teenager, two
weeks before my 18th birthday, so Germany is where
I really grew up. We had our reunion in Germany in
2002 and again in 2006, these two reunions rank near
the top, if not the Top, of the best reunions that we
have had, the Bier is still good.

2012 Choices:
1. Biloxi, MS. Located on the sandy white Gulf
Coast, this is where some of us went to Tech School.
We would stay at the Imperial Palace Casino/Hotel
again, it has been rebuilt since the Hurricane hit in
2005. Keesler AFB has also been completely rebuilt.
All of the old mansions along Highway 90 are gone,
except the Jefferson Davis mansion, which has been
rebuilt. There would be tours to New Orleans and
possibly Mobile, plus others that we may find. We
may even have a return of the original Top Hats.
2. Cocoa Beach, FL. The Cocoa Beach area on
Florida's Space Coast is best known as the home of
America's NASA space program; Orlando's closest
beaches; cruises out of Port Canaveral; and the place
made famous by the 60's TV show I Dream of
Jeannie.
Now, world famous Cocoa Beach is waiting to host
your military reunion in 2012. Stay on the beach and
plan to explore our area as a VIP:
• The Kennedy Space Center brings you face to face
with the past, present and future of space exploration.
Tour launch areas, watch mind-blowing IMAX films,
experience spaceflight simulators, view rocket
launches and even shake hands and have lunch with a
veteran astronaut!
• Personal tour of Knight's Armament, a privately
owned military museum that is not open to the public.
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This museum has one of the world's most impressive
collections of weapons, tanks and uniforms. (Some of
the weapons on display are the original production
models.)
• The Valiant Air Command will give you a VIP tour
of the history of military aviation from WWI to
Desert Storm. You will recognize and may have even
flown on one of the dozens of vintage warbirds. View
hundreds of warbird art and facts. See the Tico Belle,
the C-47 Skytrain; the F-14A Tomcat; the F-4F
Wildcat; the F-l01B Voodoo; and the F-9F Panther.
The Cocoa Beach area offers many diverse places to
play. Unique museums including the Police Hall of
Fame, a Surf Museum, a Dinosaur Museum (your
grandkids will love a souvenir), and a one-of-a-kind
zoo where you can kayak around the animals! Don't
be surprised when the giraffes come out to say hello!
In addition, visit our protected wildlife refuge; take
an airboat ride into the Cypress Swamp, or an ecotour on the Banana River to see manatee, gators,
dolphin and birds. Cocoa Beach has maintained its
small beach town charm, populated with laidback,
friendly locals eager to show off their personal piece
of paradise. We've got the right stuff and we'd love to
share it with you. We hope to see you in 2012. Visit
our website at www.space-coast.com
For More info go to: http://www.nxtbook.com
http://www.visitcocoabeach.com
3. Hof, Germany. Friendship, fellowship, beautiful
scenery, Bier, Bratwurst, Schnitzel, Schaschlick, the
Kaserne and everything else you remember from
back when. Would you like to go back to Hof in
2012?? If so, here is your way to return to those days
of yesteryear. We will have lots of interesting things
to do and see as we did in 2002 and 2006. You have
all lived there in your younger day and if you have
not been back for a visit, a lot has changed. We will
stay at the Quality Hotel, and make short day trips in
around the Hof area. This may be our last chance as a
group to go back to Hof; after all we are not getting
any younger. If Hof is selected, we will try to
schedule the reunion to coincide with the Oktoberfest
in Munich.
For more info go to: http://www.stadt-hof.de/
Click on the British flag to view site in English)
4. Myrtle Beach, SC, Located on the East Coast, the
Air Force Base is now closed and is being used as the
Airport. We will stay at the Landmark Resort again,
tours offered to Charleston and possibly Columbia.
5. Virginia Beach/Norfolk, VA, Nestled where the
Chesapeake Bay meets the Atlantic Ocean, Norfolk is
the cultural, financial, and entertainment heart of the
Virginia waterfront. Norfolk is a one-day drive for
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60% of the U.S. population and Norfolk International
has over 200 daily flights from all over the U.S..
Norfolk is home of the berthed battleship USS
Wisconsin, the Norfolk Navy Yard, the Nautilus
Museum, Norfolk Botanical Gardens, Norfolk
History Museum, boutique shop along the waterfront,
the area offers many attractions for varied interests.

it to you via email. Due to mailing and printing costs,
only new members, without Internet service, receive
a hard copy of the roster. I have printed, and will
continue to print out hard copies of the active
members for those who request it; however, this list
only contains the current active members of the Hof
Reunion Association.

For more info: http://www.visitnorfolktoday.com

REMEMBER - If you have any questions about the
Hof Reunion Association, it's Constitution/Bylaws,
HRA History, Past Executive Board Members, our
Annual Reunions, or anything concerning our
association, please feel free to email me; and if I
cannot answer the question, I will forward it to the
correct Executive Board Member for an answer.

DON RIVERKAMP – HRA Secretary
The Hof Reunion Association
currently has over 500 active
registered members. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank each
and every one of you for the way
you have kept me informed during
2010 of any changes to your mailing
address, phone number, and/or
email address. There were only a
couple that forgot to inform me of
their change, and I caught them
when the Weekly Update bounced
for bad email address. Your email
and mailing addresses, as well as, your correct phone
numbers, are very important to us. Having the
correct information allows me to keep you informed
on the current happenings of the HRA, and what to
look forward to in the upcoming year(s). Please
continue to keep me informed on any, and all changes
at the earliest possible moment.
Another important thing I need to know is that if you
have a summer/winter email, and/or mailing address,
please let me know that information. I will alter the
addresses for that period of time, and you will still be
able to receive the updates, and semi-annual
newsletters. We have started using First Class Mail to
mail the newsletters to help ensure faster delivery,
and mail forwarding, in the event you’ve moved
during the past 6 months and forgot to inform us.
Two more things that I would like you to do for me
are:
1 - If you do not receive your email of the Hof
Weekly Update by Tuesday evening, please email me
at <don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net> and let me
know. I email around 475 plus weekly updates, and
sometimes the airwaves are not kind to internet
servers and your server blocks them, because they
think it is SPAM Mail or it goes into your Junk Mail
folder.
2 - The HRA Master Roster is updated weekly on
Sunday, and if you ever want the latest electronic
copy, all you have to do is email me, and I will send
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I hope to see all of you at our 10-year anniversary
HRA Reunion in Green Bay, WI, next September.

MELVIN HAMILL - Adjutant
I must say 2010 was
wonderful and fulfilling.
Each year, especially this
one, I made new friends and
renewed old friendships. I
volunteered for the position
of Treasurer and after the
passing of a great man, Joe
Kessler; I volunteered to
take on the additional duties of Adjutant. I did not
expect the challenge would be so demanding. I am
not complaining. “The greater the endeavor the
greater the reward.” The two duty positions,
Treasurer and Adjutant, could not have been carried
out by one person. I must pay tribute to those who
gave advice, provided quality control, and listened.
“The sign of a great leader is one who listens to what
others have to say”. Thank you Don Riverkamp and
thank you Thomas Mikloiche for your support, you
were always available.
After a year of planning one would think the “Grand
Finale” would be the annual Hof association reunion,
for me, not so. I recently got an email from a friend
entitled “The Strangest and Most Beautiful Streets in
the World.” It was amazing. I would love to share
the email, but space will not fit these most beautiful
pictures. I compare the Treasurer and acting Adjutant
journey traveled in 2010 to the streets traveled in life.
The different streets, traveled by you and I, have been
joined together by the Hof Reunion Association. Oh!
How I do value the daily contact; telephone calls,
letters, emails and personal contact. “Making new
friends and renewing old friendships,” that is the
Grand Finale for me and is the most valued - the most
rewarding. Let us stay in contact.
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On a different note, I have been researching the web.
My research has been on Hof, of course, and how it
fits in Germany. I would like to share my findings
with you and hope it brings back memories of past
and newborn knowledge of Germany.

Hof in the Federal Republic of Germany
The Federal Republic of Germany (German:
Bundesrepublik Deutschland) covers 357,021 square
kilometers (137,847 sq mi) of land and 7,798 km
(3,011 mi) of water. It is the seventh largest country
by area in Europe and the 63rd largest in the world.
With 82 million inhabitants, it accounts for the largest
population among the member states of the European
Union. Germany shares borders with more European
countries than any other country on the continent. Its
neighbors are Denmark in the north, Poland and the
Czech Republic in the east, Austria and Switzerland
in the south, France and Luxembourg in the
southwest and Belgium and the Netherlands in the
northwest. Germany has 16 states (Bundesländer),
which are subdivided into 439 districts (Kreise) and
then cities (kreisfreie).

Administrative
region
Lower Bavaria
Lower Franconia
Upper Franconia
Middle Franconia
Upper Palatinate
Swabia
Upper Bavaria

Total

Population (2008)

Area (km_)

1,193,444
1,331,500
1,085,770
1,714,453
1,085,216
1,787,995
4,320,934

9.5%
10.6%
8.7%
13.7%
8.7%
14.3%
34.5%

10,330
8,531
7,231
7,245
9,691
9,992
17,530

14.6%
12.1%
10.2%
10.3%
13.7%
14.2%
24.8%

12,519,312

100.0

70,549

100.0

No.
Municipalities
258 12.5%
308 15.0%
214 10.4%
210 10.2%
226 11.0%
340 16.5%
500 24.3%

2,056

100.0

Location - Bavaria is located in the southeast of the
country. It is the largest German state by area, forming
almost 20% of the total land area of Germany. Its capital
is Munich. Bavaria is divided into 7 administrative
districts called Regierungsbezirke.

Hof - is both a district and a city. It is located in the
state of Bavaria, in the administrative region/district
of Upper Franconia. Bounded by (from the south and
clockwise) the districts of Wunsiedel, Bayreuth,
Kulmbach and Kronach, the states of Thuringia
(district of Saale-Orla) and Saxony (district of
Vogtlandkreis), and the Czech Republic. The city of
Hof is an enclave within the district, as well as being
the district's administrative seat. The area of Hof is
893 km with a population of 106,142. The city of
Hof has a population of 50,150 (2006).

The city of Hof consists of the following districts:
•

States
Baden-Württemberg
Bavaria
Berlin
Brandenburg
Bremen
Hamburg
Hesse
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
Lower Saxony
North Rhine-Westphalia
Rhineland-Palatinate
Saarland
Saxony
Saxony-Anhalt
Schleswig-Holstein
Thuringia
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Capital
Stuttgart
Munich
Berlin
Potsdam
Bremen
Hamburg
Wiesbaden
Schwerin
Hanover
Düsseldorf
Mainz
Saarbrücken
Dresden
Magdeburg
Kiel
Erfurt

Area
(km)
35,752
70,549
892
29,477
404
755
21,115
23,174
47,618
34,043
19,847
2,569
18,416
20,445
15,763
16,172

Population
10,717,000
12,444,000
3,400,000
2,568,000
663,000
1,735,000
6,098,000
1,720,000
8,001,000
18,075,000
4,061,000
1,056,000
4,296,000
2,494,000
2,829,000
2,355,000

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Altstadt (= Old Town,
Downtown)
Bahnhofsviertel
Haidt
Hofeck
Eppenreuth
Fabrikvorstadt
Krötenbruck
Leimitz
Moschendorf
Münster

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Neuhof
Neustadt
Jägersruh
Gärtla
Osseck
Unterkotzau
Vogelherd
Vorstadt
Wölbattendorf

Towns and Municipalities surrounding Hof
Towns
Helmbrechts
Lichtenberg
Münchberg
Naila
Rehau
Schauenstein
Schwarzenbac
h am Wald
8.
Schwarzenbac
h an der Saale
9.
Selbitz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Municipalities
Bad Steben
10.
Berg
11.
Döhlau
12.
Feilitzsch
13.
Gattendorf
14.
Geroldsgrün
15.
Issigau
16.
Köditz
17.
Konradsreut
h

Leupoldsgrün
Oberkotzau
Regnitzlosau
Sparneck
Töpen
Trogen
Weißdorf
Zell im
Fichtelgebirge
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Coat of Arms
Germany

Upper
Bavaria

District
Franconia

Town
of Hof

Hof

Municipalities Surrounding Hof
Bad Steben

Towns Surrounding Hof
Helmbrechs

Lichtenberg

Naila

Munchberg

Gattendorf

Schwarzenbach

Schwarzenbach

Am Wald

an der Saale

Döhlau

Geroldsgrun

Konradsreuth Leupoldsgrün

Rehau

Sparneck
Schauenstein

Berg

Topen

Issiga

Feilitzsch

Köditz

Oberkotzau Regnitzlosau

Trogen

Zell im
Weißdorf Fichtelgebrige

Selbitz

JERRY MANGAS - Webmeister
The www.hofreunion.com website continues with
about 50 hits a day, average, from all over the world.
The guest book occasionally offers up an unknown or
unlocated member and goes back several years to the
first entry. If you have not used the chat room and
would like to check it out, a quick primer follows:
To use the Chat Room on the Reunion Web site...
Using any browser; IE, Firefox, Safari, whatever your
preference and any operating system; Mac, Windows,
Linux, etc, on the Reunion website, just click the
proper button to open the chat room; read the “user
guide” if you haven't already and then click the
“Enter” button.
Use your common name to sign in, instead of
webnames like “pookybear.” Enter your name, pick
the color to use for your name and you're in. Some
basic social rules apply ... courtesy, proper language
and the understanding that not everybody has the best
typing skills or the fastest Internet connection.
Understand that anybody checking in can see/read
any of your comments that you have posted recently.
Beyond those general rules, there is a lot available
there. You can invite anybody with an active email
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address and Internet connection
to join you, member or not.
This works best if you know the
other person is on line
elsewhere at the moment but
you could also arrange a
meeting by schedule. Several
people can join in at any one
time, and the best way to keep
those conversations straight is
to use different colors when checking into the room.
The number of people in the room is limited only by
the connection speed and typing ability of the
participants. If there are multiple people in the room,
you might want to use first names in addressing a
question to anybody in particular.
You can check in any time, even if no one else is in
the room, and keep your connection active while
doing other tasks, and still be aware of activity by
setting your “alerts” preference to “alert by sound,”
which will alert you to activity in the room, while you
are elsewhere (if you have your speakers turned on)
or alert by dialog, if you are working on something
else onscreen. There are written “slant bar”
commands for leaving or, if you will be away from
8 of 16

your machine for a bit, use “/away” as a text line and
a notice will appear with your name. See “commands
for leaving the room.”
Any text you enter will show up first in the text line
at the bottom of the screen. Until you hit the enter
key, you can edit any text in that line with the
standard commands used in email. A line can be
much longer than just one sentence but remember that
others might be waiting for your response. Keeping
your comments short is usually more effective. Once
you hit “enter,” it's on the record. If you just leave a
message for someone or even just a general hello
message, enter the time and date along with your
note. See you online!

PHIL RUTH – Membership Chairman
Without a private detective's
license, finding the missing
through open sources can be
relatively simple or it can be
frustrating and may take more
than a year, as a recent find
did. I would like to take you
through a recent 6-day tracking
episode in the life of Mr. Ruth,
Tracer of Lost Persons, to
show you that tracking down
someone is more than just doing an internet search
and making a phone call. (The radio show, Mr. Keen,
Tracer of Lost persons aired between 1937 and 1955.)
All names, except Jerry Mangas and Phil Ruth have
been changed to protect the innocent and prevent any
possible repercussions against those involved, should
this information leak out to certain individuals.
Intermittently throughout the "investigation" Jerry
would email factual, documentary historical
information related to Hof during the relevant years
immediately following World War II. Are you
curious yet?
Nov 1, 2010:
Jerry Mangas received an email from Mike Searcher
in upstate New York and passed it on to me. Mike has
been doing some research for a book he is writing
about his mother. Here is the text of the initial email
from Mike.
Dear Mr. Mangas,
I’m doing some genealogical research. My mom was
a 10-year old German when the war ended and was a
refugee whose family ended up in Hof. She lived in
Hof from 1945-1958. My dad was a US soldier –
Sam Thompson – died in 1991. I’d be so grateful if
you could put me in touch with someone who could
give me a sense of what life was like in Hof after the
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war and someone who perhaps knew my dad. Thanks
for considering this request. Michael
(Jerry emailed two full pages about Hof, the U.S.
military occupation, the DP camp, etc.)
*******
2 Nov 2010, Michael replied: Dear Mr. Mangas,
Thanks so much for your prompt and thorough reply!
Afraid I can’t tell much about Sam Thompson other
than this: he was born 14 May 1928 in New Castle,
PA and died 6 Dec 1991 in West Point, NY at Keller
Army Community Hospital. His SS#XXX-XXXXXX. He was in the service from 1946-1971. He
got my mom pregnant and then was in the wind. My
mom, Renate Schwartz, worked as a waitress in the
base PX in Hof. I was born 21 July 1954, so that
would have put Thompson in Hof November 1953.
I’ve heard that he was in the Army but since I never
knew him I’m not positive.
My mom was born in Berlin in 1935. Her family
became refugees during the war, first fleeing to
Poland, then fled south and west as the Russians
advanced. She was in Dresden during the famous
bombing and her family eventually settled in Hof at
21 Olsnitzer Strasse. Thanks for the leads, I’ll check
them out. Regards, Michael
*******
Sir, I am Phil Ruth, the chief headhunter that Jerry
mentioned. As Jerry said, you could probably find out
more about how living conditions were just after the
war by attending one of our reunions, preferably the
2011 one in Green Bay, WI. Many of "our" German
wives that attend certainly lived through those postwar days, and I am sure they would be very happy to
tell you what it was like.
I was a dependent in Wiesbaden during 1950-52, and,
while I didn't really know any Germans, except our
housemaids and the gardener, I'm sure things had
improved some from the 1940s. As Wiesbaden is a
big city, it probably got more attention toward
restoration than some of the smaller ones; but, even
when I was there, there were still bombed-out
buildings that were still piles of rubble.
I see your mother's name, but you don't say where she
is now. Is she with you or is she still in Germany? I
am guessing that she never told you how conditions
were back then. Phil
*******
Dear Phil, Thanks for your response! My mom lives
in the same city as me. She has told me what
conditions were like after the war, but this is from the
perspective of a 10-year old, highly traumatized girl
who was fleeing horrors we can only imagine in our
worst nightmares.
I am hoping to get other perspectives as well. The
Hof reunion sounds like a great place to get this
perspective. Thanks so much! Any other leads you
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can provide would be greatly appreciated. Regards,
Michael
*******
>From Jerry to Michael: Quick question; what city
are you living in now, just in case we have a local
Hofer in your immediate area? And I didn't ask, but
do you speak German? That would really broaden
your info flow.
(More lengthy input from Jerry; an extract from that
input)
I will wait for Phil to jump in with more ideas for
searching and in the meantime will do some
checking. I know I have heard a similar story to your
mother's from one of the women in the group. Now to
find out just which one! I know one was working in
the German PX during the war. She was 14 then. I
believe she still lives in Hof and her sister is married
to one of our members.
*******
>From Michael, Thanks SO much again for all the
info! We live in Rochester, NY. Your member, (name
omitted), is my stepfather and I have wrung all the
info out of him that I could. I don't speak German, but
my mother is still fluent.
(In response to Jerry’s question, Michael replied) She
was not Jewish, just part of that group that was
evacuated from Berlin to the Oder/Neisse area of
Poland when the bombing got heavy in Berlin. My
mom was even buried in a basement for three days
during one raid of Berlin.
Then, as the Russian Troops advanced, her family
was able to hop a German troop train, fleeing the
Russians as well. It was this train that arrived in
Dresden as the famous bombing (the Dresden Fire
Storm) began.
Thanks for your sense of life right after the war. I'll
follow up on the leads you gave me here. Regards,
Michael
*******
Michael, (if I may presume to be informal) I found
two 84-yr old females named Thompson in New
Castle, PA. I will call them and see if they are related
to Sam, and, if so, see if they have any old military
orders somewhere, or know the names of any of his
war-time buddies. I will let you know, in any case.
Phil
*******
Phil, By all means, call me Michael. You are the best!
Thanks so much for your help! Michael
*******
Michael, Just to keep you up to date, as it goes along.
I just had a very pleasant conversation with Natalie
Thompson in New Castle, who is Sam's sister-in-law.
Sam had told his brother at one time that he had
gotten a woman pregnant while he was in Germany,
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and his brother told me. Sam later married an
Austrian woman that he met in Germany some years
later, and was still married to her when he died in
West Point, NY. I just did a search against her name,
and found a 79-year old woman in Highland Falls,
NY, only 10 miles from West Point, and probably the
same 79-year old woman in a town in Maryland; but
that information dates back to 2001. I don't have a
street address or phone number for either location. I
also got the name and phone number for both Sam's
brother and sister. I will call them to see if they can
give me any information about his buddies or might
have any old military orders. Phil
*******
Michael, I am making progress. I found one web site
that listed Sam's wife, Ingrid Thompson as having a
residence in both Highland Falls, NY and Lexington
Park, MD. I tracked down the MD address, (address
omitted), on a real estate search web site. It shows the
house was last sold on Apr 9, 2001, and the buyer's
last name was Thompson. That is the last sale of that
house, so it looks like Ingrid Thompson still lives
there, or is renting it out, if, in fact, she isn't living
there. I have a friend who lives only 4.5 miles away
from that address. I will give him some basic details
and ask if he will drive there and see if Ingrid is
living there; and, if possible, get her phone number,
so I can call her. Phil
*******
(E-mail exchanges with my friend omitted due to
casual irrelevance)
*******
Phil, Man, you are the best! Thanks doesn’t quite
express how grateful I am for all your “bird dogging.”
Blessings on you and yours! Michael
*******
Phil, Just wanted to confirm for you that Sam
Thompson was a staff sergeant in the Air Force, not
Army as I had originally reported. Thanks! Michael
*******
(2 Nov certainly was a busy day)
*******
3 Nov 2010, Michael, I just spoke with Sam's sisterin-law, Natalie Thompson, again and she confirmed
this information. She also said to my question that she
doubted that Ingrid would know that Sam had gotten
your mother pregnant. I think Ingrid would have been
quite upset to know that, especially since she came
from Vienna, Austria. After he was discharged from
the AF, Sam lived for a number of years with Ingrid
in Vienna, before they came to the States. I also just
spoke with Sam's brother, Don, in Hermitage, PA,
and he gave me the address of Sam's son, George in
NJ, and also the address and phone number of Sam's
daughter, Melanie, in Silver Spring, MD. (I had
already found this in a search.) I can probably get
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George's phone number from Melanie. Don said that
George would likely have some of Sam's old military
orders that would have buddies names on them. Don
also said that, as far as he knows, he would guess that
Sam's wife, Ingrid, probably still has Sam's ashes
with her. What I told Sam's brother was that I had
been stationed in Hof, Germany in the 1960s (true),
and that things were certainly much improved from
what they must have been shortly after the war and
into the early 1950s. But, now I am doing some
research to try to find out just what the living
conditions were in the 1950s, if he could give me the
names of some of Sam's buddies.
Actually that is what I am doing, although on your
behalf. My friend in southern Maryland is going to go
to Ingrid's house tomorrow. I e-mailed him most of
the story yesterday evening; but I will caution him to
not mention the pregnancy; just to use the same story
line that I gave Don. I will ask him to ask her where
Sam is buried, and see if she says she has the ashes.
Later, as I find out more. Phil
*******
Thanks once again, Phil. I think your sense that
Ingrid would be upset is right on and I would
certainly not wish to bring any turmoil into a 79-year
old woman’s life. I sent for Sam’s DD214 and some
other military records yesterday. Thanks for all you
are doing! Michael
*******
(From Jerry, whom Michael and I have CC'd on all of
our exchanges) "damn, Phil, but you are really really
good!"
*******
Jerry, what was the org designator of the AF guys
there in 1953/54 before the 6915th? Probably
detachment ?? of the 6910th or some other Signals
Unit from Sembach or Landsberg or somewhere.
Phil
*******
Phil, Two possible units there then... 603rd TCS or
it's updated version the 603 AC&W or as you said,
one of the 6912th Dets, probably det 2, since the
6912th det 2 was there in 1954 till 8 May 55
(<http://www.6912th.org/gallery10.htm>, but some
pics are post 1964) and <https://docs.google.com/
fileview?id=0B9nQQQOpFhRWNmMyN2Y2ZTItY
mY5OS00YmFhLWE2MGUtOTc2ZGE4Y2Y0NGE
2&hl=en&authkey=CM-C9rYP>). This last source is
not totally accurate! IF IF IF he was in Security
Service (which his 214 would tell us) then he might
have been assigned to the 2nd RSM, the predecessors
to the 6912th RSM... That change happened
somewhere in your timeframe. I will keep looking
for anything USAFSS in the pre-54 period at Hof...
And I just found this link at one of the Skytop sites
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<http://www.cbel.com/veterans/?order=alpha&setcols
=2> a huge pile of veteran's sites! No idea if
anything there helps. There are a LOT! As for the
603rd.. Activated in Hof in 1948 (it was the 602nd
TSC and overnight and in place became the 603rd)
and remained in Hof until 1960, so this is the other
possible AF unit in Hof in your time frame!
(Actually, for quite a while all the troops lived in
Döbra or in Naila since there was not a lot of room at
Kingsley Kaserne.
*******
4 Nov 2010, 2:20 a.m., Jerry, I would go with the
603rd. Can you find a web site for them somewhere?
I will keep trying to reach Melanie by phone.
Evenings are probably best. Hopefully I can get
brother George's phone number from her, since Don
Thompson said George would likely have Sam's old
orders, if anybody would. I just remembered... I have
a list of names that I got from Hofer Ed Leach with
guys from the 602nd and 603rd, some who were in
Hof even in1954/55.
A few have German spouses, Helga, Erika,
Hannalore, Gerta, Irmgard, Friede, Waltraud.
Certainly they would have good recollections of the
living conditions from war's end into the 1950s.
Would you like to speak to some of them personally
on the phone, Michael, if I can get them to agree???
Phil
*******
Phil, Yes, I would be interested in speaking to those
spouses, if they agree. Thanks, Michael
*******
Michael, if I may be so personal to ask, how did you
arrive at the name Searcher? I just sent an email to
my direct contact with the 602/03 organizations very
briefly telling him that you want to find out about
living conditions back then for the Germans in Hof,
and why. I did give him Sam's name, just in case he
knew him. I asked if he thought the German spouses
would relate their experiences to you, if I give you
their phone numbers. Of course, I will let you know
as soon as I hear back from him. But, I will give you
their phone numbers regardless of what he says. I just
thought he should know now, in case he talks to his
602/03rd buddies later, and the subject comes up.
Phil
*******
Phil, My mom married George Searcher, another air forcer,
who is an active member of your organization.
Subsequently they divorced and I now have limited contact
with him. Thanks again for all that you are doing on my
behalf!
*******
>From Jerry: Michael, if you are seriously into the study of
what your mom and the Germans in general went thru in
WW II, you might try to find a copy of this book. This is
Volume IX/I in a series of 10 (maybe plus 10) Histories of
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Germany and the Second World War. Germany and the
Second World War Volume IX/I: German Wartime
Society 1939-1945: Politicization, Disintegration, and the
Struggle for Survival.
*******
11:51 p.m. Michael, I have been pondering off and on all
day, and I thought of a new idea. I should have an answer
to it tomorrow. Phil
*******
To Don Riverkamp: Don, What is the name of the 92-year
old woman, I believe from Hof, that was in Ogden? Did
you talk to her? Does she speak and comprehend fairly
good English? Do you have a phone number for her or
names of her relatives that were there with her? I will
explain my reasons in due time. Phil
*******
5 Nov 2010, Hi Michael, Possibly my endeavors are
coming to an end. I have enjoyed doing this work on behalf
of you and your mother. I have two definite breakthroughs
for you, and more.
#1 One of our HRA members, Grant Sorenson, recently
provided us with an article he wrote about joining the U.S.
Army in 1948 and being in Hof in 1948-49. We only
received it earlier this week. I have attached it; and, while
it does cover some Army things, he does mention several
places about the German population's plight, etc. So, read
the whole thing and it will also give you an idea about the
U.S. military mix with the German girls. I know you want
more detail than what he has written, I just spoke to him
and he is quite willing to relate to you and answer any
questions that you might have regardless of how graphic
they may be.
Grant Sorensen
6304 Asphodel Ct
Granbury, TX 76049
817-573-7470
grantsorensen@charter.net
#2 I also spoke to an HRA member who is 80-year old
German, Herbert Kaempf, and originally lived 90 miles
south of Hof in Nuremberg, but later lived in Hof. So, no
doubt conditions in Nuremberg as the war ended were
much the same as in Hof. Herbert will also be happy to
answer your questions.
Herbert Kaempf
4103 Vancouver Ave.
Prince George, VA 23875
804-458-3158
No e-mail
I don't have contact information on the 92-year old woman
yet, but, if you would like to talk to her, if her English is
good enough, I will pass it to you when I get it. If her
English is not good enough, maybe you could set up a
conference call between yourself, the woman, and one of
our HRA German wives, who would be the interpreter. If
this turns out to be the case, I will give you the applicable
phone numbers. If you wish, I will still try to have my
friend establish contact with Ingrid to see, if he can find
out about Sam's ashes. If you are satisfied with the
information you get from the above individuals, I won't
continue to try to get names and contacts for any of Sam's
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Air Force buddies. Just let me know. And also let me know
if I can be of further service to you or any of your
constituents. If you are of a mind, and plan to document
the information that you receive, I would like to have a
copy of the text. The HRA has a semi-annual hard-copy
newsletter that is sent to all active members. With your
permission, I plan to publish this "detective story" in my
Membership Chairman section of the newsletter in January
2011. I will easily omit names, if you prefer. To also
include your documented text would make a great ultraclimax to my investigation. >From looking at your web
site, I know you are a very busy man, and I can appreciate
what you do. Phil
*******
Jerry, I am in the process of sending Michael contact
information for Grant Sorensen, who did the article about
being in Hof in the Army in 1948-49 in the latest weekly. I
talked with both him and 80-year old HRA member
Herbert Kaempf, who lived in Nuremberg as the war
ended, and then later moved to Hof. Between the two of
them, Michael should be able to glean a lot of first hand
information. Aside from that, he probably would find the
book educational, too. This should pretty much bring my
investigation to an end, unless Michael has anything for me
to do, such as following up on Ingrid. Funny, after all that I
have been doing, my mind settles on two probably
knowledgeable HRA members today. But, it has all been
fun and keeping me off the streets.
*******
6 Nov 2010, >From Don Riverkamp, 6 Nov 2010, 1:46
a.m. Oma's name was Martha Dickson, and her grandson
who was with her was Curt Kiyabu. She understands and
speaks English, but she is hard of hearing! Mel's wife, Ilse
talked a lot to her, and some of the other women during
their ladies' get together. Her full mailing address is:
Martha Wolfrum Dickson
220 Spruceton Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15228
Phone Number I have is 412-855-5555, however, I do not
know if that is her number or Curt's number. Curt's email
address is hofercurt@gmail.com. Hope this all helps.

*******
Phil, Thanks for everything. By all means, write up
all that you did on my behalf. I would appreciate it if
you would change the names, for I fear info getting
back to Ingrid. I would like to have the names,
address and phone # for Sam's two children. Beyond
that I think I'm all set. All of this effort is for a book
that I'm writing about my mother's life. She is quite a
remarkable woman. A survivor despite all the
adversity life has handed her; war, abusive parents,
outcast as a refugee, pregnant and abandoned at 17,
abusive marriages, and yet, with only a trade school
education she rose from the shop floor of a company
to managing multimillion dollar projects all around
the world. And in addition to all that, the best mother
any child could hope for. I'll certainly send you a
copy of the book when its finished. Thanks Again!
Michael
*******
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(I did a search on Michael's mother's real full name,
and found one with the same name in Cincinnati, OH,
born 1914, died 2009. Michael's mother said that
could have been her Godmother, for whom she was
named. They lost track of her during the war.) (I did
a further search in Ohio on Michael's mother's last
name only, and found nine more ranging in age from
40 to 96, plus names on other relatives, probably
several generation of grand and great-grandkids. I
sent all of these findings to Michael.)
THE END (so far.)

JERRY MIDDENDORF - Treasurer
Almost 3 months have passed
since the Ogden, Utah, 2010
reunion and my election as your
Treasurer for calendar year 2011.
First and foremost, let me take
this opportunity to thank Nate
Sparks & Mel Hamill for the
hard work and commitment to
the Hof Reunion Association
(HRA) and treasurer position.
All the spreadsheets developed to date to capture all
the income and expenses of the HRA have sure been
an eye opener.

in recruiting people that are not active members to
become active members.
As of 31 October 2010 the HRA has a balance and
total funds available of $28,288.55.
Treasurer duties and responsibilities (extracted from
the HRA By-Laws - 2009)
1. Be the sixth ranking officer and in the absence of the
President, 1st Vice President and 2nd Vice President,
Adjutant and Secretary and shall perform their duties.
2. Be responsible for signing in members and collecting
funds at the Association functions.
3. Have custody and control of all moneys of the
Association and keep an accurate account of funds
received and disbursed. The Treasurer shall pay from the
Association’s funds financial obligations approved by the
Executive Board.
4. Prepare a financial report for Association meetings.
5. Keep the funds in a depositor bank in the name of The
Association. Signature authority shall be assigned to the
Treasurer and the Adjutant.

Proclamation Delivery

The positive and lasting effects of Nate’s and Mel’s
vision and selfless service have affected all of us and
will have an impact on the HRA. They have worked
tirelessly and served with distinction to make our
association stronger. Also, let me not forget Ute
Sparks and Ilse Hamill who have played a support
role in helping Nate and Mel in their respective
Treasurer Positions.
You know, if it wasn’t for your (HRA members)
commitment and participation with the HRA and
annual reunions, the Treasurer wouldn’t have
anything to do. Membership dues, reunion incoming
funds, and various expenses need to be accounted for
to balance our books. Therefore, since I really want to
stay busy in this new position (smile), my request is
for every one to do their part in contacting HRA
friends and members (old and new) and do your part

Hanna and Robert Hörath present the Proclamation
from Mayor Godfrey, of Ogden, Utah, to the Hof
Oberbürgermeister, Dr. Fichtner. The proclamation
will be on display in the archives in the Hof Rathaus.

MINI-REUNIONS
Every year we hear of a number of the members getting together on their own for various reasons. Some find the
trip to the “official’ reunion too far. Some enjoy getting together more often than once a year. Some want to get
together for a specific event. Some are just passing through and want to stop and see some buddies along the way.
Sometimes it’s just a few people and other times it’s a pretty good-sized crowd. Whatever the reason it generally
works out to be a good time. 2010 was no exception, and here are a couple of pretty good-sized mini-reunions that
are worthy of comment; both of them were to attend a specific event as a group. It’s something we could definitely
recommend.
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Hofer Volksfest
In July a cadre of Ami’s, spouses and ex-GAF troops descended upon Hof with the intent of having a good time at
the Volksfest: Brigitte Cook, Chuck, Renate and Valerie Mattice, Jerry and Hilde Middendorf, Jim Patterson and
Ushi Wilson, Rosie Queen and ex-GAF troops, Leopold Dangel, Robert & Hanna Hörath, Wilfried Malak, Willie &
Inge Roth, Klaus Seitz, Ludwig Strößner, and the Naila Bär mascot representing the German Air Force in Naila.

The group got organized (see the flags?); they got an
audience with the Oberbürgermeister, Dr. Fichtner; they
got a couple of free Würstla and a Bier or two; then
signed up for a marsch in the Volksfest Parade. The
hardest part was getting everyone to acknowledge his or
her left foot and coordinate it with “Hup” – apparently it
didn’t take. If you look at the group in the picture below,
they weren’t holding a very tight formation – they
marched like retired Air Force.
By the way - this parade picture was a fortuitous
incident – it’s the HRA members following the
Bierwagen (where else would they be?) as it paraded
through the Altstadt in front of the webcam used to
monitor weather. Don Riverkamp, who captured this
moment, as he just happened to be monitoring the
Hofer Wetter from Austin, TX,
says it was just luck that he
caught it and got it downloaded.
Don gets 17 “Attaboys” for this –
maybe 18.
Following all this strenuous
marching effort, the group found
their way to the Volksfest Platz
and continued having a great time.
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14 of 16

MINI-REUNION – Ft. Meade Oktoberfest (Again)
On Friday, 24 September 2010, some of our Hofers attended the 2nd annual Oktoberfest at Ft Meade, Maryland.
This has turned out to be a fun project for those that live in the area, not to mention a couple that drove from
Connecticut to get there.

Front Row (L-R) Hilde Middendorf, Jerri Rupprecht, Ilse Hamill, Vivian Lukasiak, Hawk Crutchfield, Micki
Wehrman, Mary Szyperski, and Phil Ruth.
Second Row (L-R) Tom Mikloiche, Inga Mikloiche, Harry Rupprecht, Jerry Middendorf, Rosie Queen, Gary
Queen, Mel Hamill, Pete Lukasiak, Ray Szyperski, Paul Wehrman, and Helen Toni.
We can only assume Bill Toni was on a Bier run, since Bill attended, but was not in the photo. Ray Szyperski’s son
took the picture.

BILL WARD – 2nd Vice President
First I would like to thank those of you that had the
confidence in me to reelect me to the Executive
Board as 2nd VP. It sure feels good to be back in the
mix. The year as Senior Advisor to the Board was
slow, as everything went smooth, and no one needed
my advice, oh well. I also wish to apologize in not
attending the Ogden reunion, but as most of you
know, grandchildren are a number one priority, and
awaiting the birth of or first grandchild … well you
know, Edie and I just had to be here. It has been
suggested that I address two issues: how to build
active membership and create better attendance at
reunions. If I had the answer to those two issues I
would be worth my weight in gold. As for attendance
at reunions, there are so many things that must be
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factored into a decision to attend. How far is it to the
reunion site? Can I afford to go? Can I drive or do I
have to fly? And so on. I have an idea running around
in my head as to how we could handle reunions. I am
trying to think outside the box, so I will be in touch
with rest of the board as to what I have in mind. I am
sure we can have a plan ready for the July newsletter
or at the general membership meeting in Green Bay.
Once again thanks for your vote of confidence.

SOME CLOSING COMMENTS
After each reunion there are some memories that help
explain why we make the trips to different parts of
the country to see our friends. Occasionally we find
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some surprises – friends we haven’t seen for a while,
or new friends we hadn’t met before, and these
experiences seem to make it all worthwhile.

they’ve seen more of America by now than most
Americans.

This year a couple of members that we hadn’t seen
for a while attended the Ogden reunion, Leon Weston
and Anna Müller. Both of them were in on the ground
floor of the association.

THANKS TO THE MARIOTT STAFF

Leon
was
the
last
commander of the 606th in
Döbraberg and responsible
for handing over the keys of
the Kaserne as it was closed
down. Later, in 1996, Leon
and his wife Dotty, were
instrumental is rounding up a
bunch of Hofers and
Döbrabergers and organized
a get-together in Las Vegas
which turned out quite well - starting out with about
20 folks and ending up with about 110. A couple of
years later another event was held in Colorado
Springs, and combined, these get-togethers led to a
reunion being held in Hof and the creation of the Hof
Reunion Association in 2002.
Anna was the manager of the
snack bar in Döbraberg and later
in Hof for 10 years. She was the
lady with an infectious smile and
an “All American Girl” attitude.
She attended the 1996 event in
Las Vegas and all of the events
in Hof. Through the years she’s
been keeping in touch and
assisting from the Hof side.
Another piece of “historical” information:
This was the 5th anniversary of attendance for Alois
and Rosi Dietz. They live in a town near Würzburg
and have been making the trek to every reunion,

Each year our reunions are held in different locations,
and with the exception the reunions in Hof, we have
experienced a different hotel staff each year. This
year’s experience with the Marriott was exceptional,
From the front desk personnel, Amanda, Heather,
Jarret and Matt who greeted us; to the housekeeping
staff; to the supervision and management folks, we
were treated to a level of help and respect that we
hadn’t experienced before. Although they were
always professional about things, they were also
friendly, informative and willing to help with any
problem – they were truly hospitable folks. I don’t
know if it’s the altitude, the fresh air, or the weather,
but they were about the greatest bunch we have had
attending to our needs. The hotel itself appeared to
be well maintained, clean, a nice layout, with very
comfortable surroundings. So, a big “Thank You” to
all of the staff; you made us feel at home.

Hof Reunion Association Officers
and Staff:
Executive Board:
President
1st V.P.
2nd V.P.
Adjutant
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chairman
Web Master
Newsletter Editor
German Affairs Repr:
HRA Advisor

Greg Krcma
Jim Riggin
Bill Ward
Mel Hamill
Don Riverkamp
Jerry Middendorf
Phil Ruth
Jerry Mangas
Phil Murray
Robert Hoerath
Tom Mikloiche

Staff Members:
starting with the Nashville reunion in 2005. Each trip
they add a side trip to their agenda and spend a week
or more touring about. There’s a good chance
Jan 2011

Chaplain
Publisher
Sergeant at Arms
Sergeant at Arms

Francis Fukumoto
David Sallinger
Roger Gentilini
Walt Murch
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