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The 2010 Reunion dates - September 6th to 11th - are
fast approaching, and Ogden, Utah awaits the …

"Hofers"

We will be staying in the beautiful 3.5-star Marriott
Hotel which has undergone many recent facility
updates and has a smoke-free policy. They have
rooms available for our members at $74 per night; a
great value considering the normal rate is $179 per
night. For those that want to arrive early and/or stay
late, these rates will be available to our members for
3 days prior to the reunion and 3 days after the
reunion, based on availability. For more information
or reservations call 1-801-395-2047 or go online at
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/slcog-ogdenmarriott/ and don’t forget to mention you are with the
Hof Reunion Association.

Depending on group size we will break into 3 groups
for the first tour of the Temple Square, lasting about a
half hour. Then, about 5:40pm, we will reorganize
into two groups – one half will take the Garden tours,
the other half will see the Family Search
demonstrations. These tours will also take about a
half hour, then we’ll switch and take the other tour,
finishing about 6:40pm. At 6:45pm we will all have
a Dinner in the Lion House Pantry, which offers an
entrée of choice, two sides, small salad or soup, roll
and choice of dessert. Then at 8:00pm we will attend
a one-hour Mormon Tabernacle Choir Practice and
when finished, we’ll head back to Ogden and the
Hotel.
We have a maximum of 185 seats available for the
Tour to Hill AFB / Temple Square and almost 1/2 of
them are already gone, so be sure and make your tour
Reservations ASAP. Once they're gone that's it.

Ogden is located 40 miles north of Salt Lake City and
is Hof's Sister City. It has lots to offer in the way of
attractions and recreation in the surrounding area you can check this website for more detailed
information: http://www.utah.com/ogden/#places
We have an outstanding tour planned starting at
1:00pm at a remarkable price of $30 per person,
which includes the Dinner meal. This tour includes
up to a 2-hour visit to Hill AFB Aerospace Museum
(see http://www.hill.af.mil/library/museum/), a half
hour or more tour of Hill AFB itself, then on to
Temple Square in Salt Lake City, including the
Tabernacle (see http://www.visittemplesquare.com).
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There is also another tour available within a 5-minute
walk from the hotel. For those who are interested in
going on their own, a walking tour to Historic Union
Station & Museums will be available from 10:00am
to 5:00pm daily. The admission cost would be $4 for
Seniors (62+) and $5 for those under 62. A 10%
Discount is available if we pre-order tickets.
For the gamers, there is a daily trip to the Casino in
West Windover, NV. The trip to the Casino is
available from LeBus at this number 1-800-366-0288
and reservations must be made directly with the bus
company. The fare is $15 per person, and the bus
picks up at The Marriott each morning.
We also have a surprise for those in attendance. This
year’s buffet on Wednesday will have a special guest
performance by an artist who spent almost 7 years
performing at Walt Disney World's Epcot Center. We
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will also have one of Ogden’s Top DJ's providing the
music for the Banquet on Friday, when the suggested
dress code will be Dresses or Pants Suits for the
Ladies and Coat and Tie for the Gentlemen, with
German attire encouraged for both.
The weather in early September is usually in the high
70's to low 80's with low humidity, which is just
perfect for most people, and it rarely rains at this time
of the year. We hope to see each and every one of
you in Ogden, and Inga and I know you will have the
time of your life at this reunion, because there is
something for everyone to do and see. Check the
Schedule of events on the website
(www.hofreunion.com) for more information.

and are survivors. We will donate $1 of our own
money for every pink shirt sold, and we challenge
any and all other members to do the same.
Tom (Mick) Mikloiche
HRA 2010 President.

Special note:
The 2010 Reunion in Ogden is about 2 months away
and registration time is running short. Due to our
Adjutant's untimely passing, we have to change the
mailing address for submitting your Ogden reunion
registrations, membership renewals, and checks to
our current Treasurer, Mel Hamill. Mel and Don
Riverkamp are splitting the Adjutant's duties, until the
Ogden Reunion, when we will elect a new Adjutant.
Enclosed with this newsletter are revised Ogden
Registration and Membership Renewal Forms with
the correct mailing address.
All Ogden 2010 registrations, membership renewals
and checks are to be made out to the Hof Reunion
Association and sent to:

One more item I wanted to remind folks of is the
CHALLENGE, the women's scoop neck shirts will be
Breast Cancer Pink this year, and Inga and I both
know many women who have beaten Breast Cancer

Hof Reunion Association
232 Greenview Dr
Dover, DE 19901-5748

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 6th THROUGH 11th
Monday 9/6

Hospitality Room Accessible for Board Members for Setup
Majority of Members to Check-In around 2 PM
1700 - 1830
Executive Board Meeting

Tuesday 9/7

0900 – 2000
0900 – 1300
1600 – 1730
1830 - ????

Hospitality Room open
Registration open
General Membership Meeting
Group dinners

Wednesday 9/8

0800 – 1100
1100 – 1200
1230 – 1800
1800 – 2000

Hospitality room open for all
Hospitality room open for Men's Get Together (Frueh Schoppen)
Luncheon/Buffet
Hospitality room open

Thursday 9/9

0800 – 2000
1300 – 2200

Hospitality room open
Tour of Hill AFB and Museum, Salt Lake City and the Mormon Tabernacle
Tour Buses leaving at 1300 for Hill AFB and then onto SLC at 1545
1700 - Arrive for a 30-minute tour of Temple Square
1740 - Garden tours and Family Search demos finish at 1840
1845 - Dinner in Lion House Pantry included in Tour Price
2000 - Attend one-hour Mormon Tabernacle Choir Practice
2115 - Return to Ogden

Friday 9/10

0800 – 1500

Hospitality room open for all
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Saturday 9/11

1500 – 1600
1730 – 2300

Hospitality room open for Women's Get Together (Kaffe klatch)
Banquet Dinner and Dance

0800 – 1200

Hospitality room open for Coffee/Donuts and Goodbyes

Jim Riggin will be heading up the Hospitality Suite
Operation this year and, as normal, he is asking for
volunteers to give a hand in the operation for a couple
of hours, so see him to get on the roster. There isn’t
any pay for your service but he thinks he can arrange
a free cup of coffee. And one thing for sure – you’ll
meet a lot of nice folks.
WEARING OF NAMETAGS
Don Riverkamp reminds us - When checking in at
HRA registration, each member, spouse, and/or guest
will receive an Ogden HRA Nametag. This nametag
is to be worn and displayed during all reunion

functions, as it identifies you as being part of the
HRA Ogden Reunion group, and enables others that
may not recognize your face, after so many years, but
may recognize your name. If you are not wearing, or
properly displaying the nametag, you will not be
allowed into the hospitality room, general
membership meeting, tour buses, buffet luncheon
program, and banquet program. Our Sergeants at
Arms, and Executive Board Members will control
this issue, and if someone forgets to wear or display
their name tag, they will be asked to please return to
their room and get it prior to being allowed access to
the function. We ask for all attendees to assist us in
following this reunion procedure. Thank you for
your assistance and cooperation in this matter.

CAR RENTALS
THRIFTY has offered the following rates on their fleet of cars. The rates are shown with and without taxes and
fees included, and would be good for one week before and one week after the reunion, and are for the Salt Lake
City Airport location.
Compact Car
Mid-size Car
Full-size Car
7-pass Mini-Van
4-pass 4x4 Interm Size SUV
5-pass 4x4 Std Size SUV
7-pass 4x4 Full Size SUV
12-pass Van

$29.87/day, $179.22/wk
$36.23/day, $217.37/wk
$42.59/day, $255.49/wk
$59.11/day, $354.65/wk
$59.11/day, $354.65/wk
$65.45/day, $392.77/wk
$89.62/day, $537.69/wk
$97.25/day, $583.45/wk

Reservations must be made through Carla Ulschak by
asking for the Hof Reunion Association rates. Feel
free to email <Carla@thriftyslc.com> to make your
reservation or call (406) 259-0106 to have your
reservation booked. These rates will not change

(before Taxes $22/day, $132/wk)
(before Taxes $27/day, $162/wk)
(before Taxes $32/day, $192/wk)
(before Taxes $45/day, $270/wk)
(before Taxes $45/day, $270/wk)
(before Taxes $50/day, $300/wk)
(before Taxes $69/day, $414/wk)
(before Taxes $75/day, $450/wk)
unless Thrifty has a lower offer listed at the time of
reservation for the dates you need. Be sure to check
http://www.thrifty.com for the rates listed there when
you are ready and if you find a cheaper rate then the
guaranteed rates above grab it immediately.

ENTERPRISE has offered the following base rates shown without taxes from the location you choose. Off-airport
locations are much cheaper, the link is: <http://www.enterprise.com/billboard/page.do?dspg=10431>
Compact
Intermediate
Standard-Size
Full Size
Luxury
Mini-Van
Sport Utility

$29.99/day
$32.99/day
$36.99/day
$38.99/day
$59.99/day
$64.99/day
$59.99/day

$159.99/week
$179.99/week
$199.99/week
$209.99/week
$329.99/week
$357.99/week
$329.99/week

TOTAL: $209.33 USD
TOTAL: $234.75 USD
TOTAL: $260.18 USD
TOTAL: $272.88 USD
TOTAL: $425.41 USD
TOTAL: $461.00 USD
TOTAL: $425.41 USD

The best price will probably be from this off-airport
location in Salt Lake City, it's about 10 minutes from
the airport by Taxi and then Enterprise will drop you
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off at the airport when you return the car, so a oneway taxi fare is all you have to pay and you'll still
save $50 or more.
404 South 300 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1705
Tel.: (801) 534-1888
If you want to rent from the Airport, the rates above
will apply plus all their taxes. One more really nice
touch is that, IF the prices are lower at the location
when you rent, you will receive an additional 15%
discount upon making the reservation, and to get that
I suggest you contact our Enterprise representative
directly and notify her that you are from the Hof
Reunion Association and found a cheaper rate
directly from Enterprise rate then offered above.
Betsy Stevens
Business Rental Sales Representative
Business Rental Department
801.736.7300 office
801.736.7357 direct
801.330.1570 cell
800.521.3064 fax
Elizabeth.e.Stevens@erac.com
A 15% discount on the prices at the time of
reservation and they are good for one week before
and after, and good anywhere the vehicle is rented in
Utah.
As usual, both offers include UNLIMITED Mileage.
I recommend you start checking the rates around 1
July and look for the cheapest one and then book it.
You can keep checking and cancel the first one at no
charge, if you find a cheaper rate closer to the reunion
dates.

2010 OGDEN REUNION SHIRTS
Here is information on the shirts that you may order
with the Ogden Registration/Shirt Order Form that
you received in the January Newsletter, and is also
enclosed in this newsletter mailing. Shirts will only
be available at the Ogden reunion for those in
attendance. You will be able to order more than one
type of shirt and the deadline for all shirt orders is 1
August 2010.

For the men there will be two types of shirts.
The first will be the standard T-shirt, light blue with
the Logo design on the left chest front and the back
will have a full back design with the outline of the
State of Utah and some nice graphics inside the
outline. The prices will be $10 each for Medium to
1XL, and $12 each for 2XXL and 3XXXL.
The second type will be a collared polo shirt, having
three buttons down the front, a pocket, light blue,
with the Logo design on the left front chest only –
nothing on the back. The prices will be $15 each for
Medium to 1XL, and $17 each for 2XXL and
3XXXL.

CALL FOR DOOR PRIZES
To make the Ogden reunion one
of the most memorable reunions,
the HRA President has enlisted
the aid of Jerry Middendorf and
Phil Murray as co-chairmen of the
Door Prize Committee. The HRA
is loaded with talented members,
and door prizes will again add
that little extra touch to make the
2010 reunion one of the most
memorable to date. We’re looking for donations,
such as craft items, art work, books, gizmos, etc., that
can be presented as door prizes or possibly even for a
live or silent auction.
At previous reunions, items donated included crochet
doilies, wood carvings, hand crafted blankets,
embroidered table runners, dirndl, an oil painting,
puzzles, a decorated “Emu” egg, hand made jewelry,
beer mugs, German/Austrian music CDs, USAFSS
hat pins, collector plates and many other items.
Let your imagination be the only limit as to what you
bring. To donate, merely bring the item(s) with you
to Ogden, however, please give Jerry Middendorf
and/or Phil Murray, a heads-up, via email, a
telephone call or snail mail, ahead of time letting
them know what you have planned to bring as a
donation.

There will be three (3) different types of shirts that
you may order for the 2010 HRA Ogden Reunion.

Jerry Middendorf
j.middendorf@comcast.net
Phone: (410) 776-3637
405 Forehand
Bel Air, MD 21015-2821

For the ladies there will be a Ladies Pink Scoop Neck
short sleeve shirt with only the front Logo design on
the left chest front, and nothing on the back of the
shirt. The sizes will be Medium to 2XXL. The price
will be $10.00 each.

Phil Murray
hra_philm@hughes.net
Phone: 760-723-1726
755 Ridge Way
Fallbrook, CA 92028-2679
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2011 HOF REUNION SITE
Greg Krcma , V.P., reports the 2011 Hof Reunion
will be held at the Hotel Sierra in Historic Green Bay,
Wisconsin September 5th – 9th.
After visiting many properties and reviewing all the
proposals presented, the decision was made by the
Board of Directors to move the reunion from
Appleton to Green Bay, approximately 30 miles
away. The selected property offered the biggest bang
for the buck; the best amenities and an area to satisfy
our members’ varied interests.
The Hotel Sierra is an all-suite hotel with a room rate
of $70 per night, which includes a complementary
breakfast buffet for each guest. It's located in the
center of downtown Green Bay and is a short walking
distance from many points of interest such as the
Neville Public Museum, the eclectic shops on
Broadway, Olde Main, and Downtown, many fine
restaurants, and the famous Title Town Brewing
Company.
Some areas of interest that we will try to include in
group tours; EAA Air Museum in Oshkosh, the
National Railroad Museum, Oneida Nation Museum,
The Botanical Gardens, Lambeau Field, Seroogy’s
Chocolate Factory, Wisconsin Maritime Museum.
Green Bay, first settled in 1634 by missionaries, fur
traders and entrepreneurs is the 13th oldest settlement
in the United States. Situated on the Fox River the
highway to The Green Bay, European Settlers arrived
and started the shipping, logging, and papermaking
industries. Centuries later Green Bay remains one of
the busiest ports on the Great Lakes and is still a
leader in the paper making industry.
Come Early Stay Late. Explore nearby Heritage Hills
State Park for history of the area, take a cruise on the
Foxy Lady, take a ride along the bay shore to Door
County, shop at Bay Park Square, try your luck at the
Oneida Casino.
For More info go to:
http://www.hotel-sierra.com
http://www.greenbay.com
htttp://www.downtowngreenbay.com

HRA SECRETARY DON RIVERKAMP
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone in advance for keeping his, or her personal
data information up to date. Your email addresses,
mailing addresses, and phone numbers, are very
important to us. Having the correct information
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allows me to keep you informed on the on-goings of
the Hof Reunion Association, and what to look
forward to in the upcoming year(s). Please continue
to keep me informed on any, and all changes at the
earliest possible moment. Also, if you have a
summer/winter email, mailing address, or are going
on an extended vacation/trip, please let me know. I
will alter the addresses for that period of time, and
you will still be able to receive
the updates, and newsletters.
The mailing addresses are
extremely important for mailing
of the semi-annual newsletters
since they are mailed, "Bulk
Mail", and if the addresses are
not correct, bulk mail gets
thrown away by the post office
because law does not allow
them to forward it.
Another reminder, if you do not receive your weekly
email update by Tuesday evening, please email me at
don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net and let me know. I
emailed around 480 plus weekly update emails, and
sometimes the air ways are not kind to internet
services, or your server blocks them because they
think it is Spam Mail. Remember, if there is
something you would like published in the HRA
Weekly Update, email it to me. No political articles
or views will be published, as per our Constitution
and Bylaws.
The HRA Master Roster is updated weekly on our
online file, and at anytime a member would like a
copy of this online updated roster, all they have to do
is email me at the Hof Secretary address. Due to
mailing and printing costs, only new members
without Internet Service receive a Hard Copy of the
Roster. I have run copies of the Active Members
Roster for some members who have requested a hard
copy, however, this list only contains the Current
Active Members of the Hof Reunion Association.

MEMBERSHIP – PHIL RUTH
When was the last time you
looked in those old boxes
stashed away in your attic,
basement, garage or storage
bin? FRANK HOFFARD Do you know what is in
them? GARY W. GRAY How about some old Hofrelated orders with the names
of former Hofers currently
listed as Missing on the HRA
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Master Roster; or not listed at all, because their
names haven't been supplied to the Membership
Chairman? JOHN L. GUTHRIE - Along with their
names would be AFSNs that would indicate a place
of enlistment and thus a probable home of record.
JOHN FRY - When you worked with our Missing or
unlisted in Hof, surely at some time they must have
mentioned where their home was. LAWRENCE W.
LYONS - Let your mind regress to your former
workplace and, as you put a name a face, let your
thoughts identify with where those Missing Hofers at
one time said they hailed from. WILLIAM C.
HANCOCK, JR - Wouldn't you like to see those coworkers again to rehash old times and generate future
contacts? HOWARD E. HAUSER - Then please
send me an e-mail with your recalled information
and/or copies of those long-overlooked orders, so I
can more easily try to locate them. JOHN M HOWE
- You say that you can't recall all of the names of
your co-workers. LINDEN D. JENNINGS - I will
make it easy for you. ALFRED A MADRID - All
you have to do is go to the “Roster” partition on the
Hof
Reunion
Association
web
site,
http://www.hofreunion.com/roster.html and select
“Missing.” At the bottom of the list that is displayed,
slide the bottom bar to the right, and an additional
vertical slide bar will appear at the right side,
enabling you to scroll. JOSEPH E MARSHALL Scroll down through the names and, as you think
back to that person, try to remember where they said
they came from; what their wife's name was; the
names of their kids. PAUL J OLENDROWICZ Any such information that you can give me will help
to pin them down, and offer them an invite to join us
in our HRA activities. JANET E POTTER Although the web site roster hasn't been updated
since January 2009, because our Adjutant, Joe
Kessler, has been fighting a terrific battle with cancer,
the majority of the names listed as Missing are still
Missing. RONALD M SONKIN - In any case, all
you have to do is send me your information about
them, and I will determine if they have since been
found. RONALD VALLARO - The names I have
interspersed in this text are all missing. Can you help
me locate them, and all the other Missing in the
roster? TROY G WATERS - As of this writing on
May 24, 39 former Hofers have been invited to join
the Hof Reunion Association, since the Branson
Reunion.

TREASURER’S REPORT
I had the pleasure six months ago, as your newly
elected treasurer, to address the Hof Reunion
Association for the first time. Since, I have been
actively engaged in the operation and financial
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aspects of the HRA. I must
say, it is an eye-opener.
Many items have been
brought before the Executive
Board for a vote and action.
Emails have been flying left
and right. The Executive
Board has great talent and
believe me, they are very
knowledgeable. If I step out
of line, the big hook brings me back. All kidding
aside, it is my pleasure as your treasurer to report the
Hof Reunion Association (HRA) financial status is
in-line with past years. As of the end of May the
HRA balance is $37,330.
On a different subject, the Hof Reunion Association
has been donating to charitable organizations, by my
records, since 2004. Charity is perhaps the best
aspect of humanity and is the perfect way to support
the unfortunate. The first donation was to the Air
Force Enlisted Village (AFEV), $1000, voted on and
passed at the Imperial Palace Hotel & Casino, Biloxi,
Mississippi 2004 reunion. We have selected or
adopted the AFEV and have since donated every year
to the AFEV for a total of $8000. I am optimistic the
Hof Reunion Association will continue to support the
Air Force Enlisted Village. Sometimes a current
event has brought out the best in our great
organization. One such event was Hurricane Katrina,
2005. The HRA’s 2004 annual reunion, only a year
before, was at Biloxi, Mississippi. At the 2005
reunion in Nashville, the HRA opened its heart and
donated $4137.50 to the Salvation Army to be used
for the Hurricane Katrina recovery in the Biloxi area.
Another organization caught our attention in
Nashville, Blinded Veterans Association. The HRA
wanted to do something for the injured troops and
choose the BVA. The event the HRA helped sponsor
was the “Tee Tournament for Blind Veterans”, a golf
outing, $350. Thus far, the Hof Reunion Association
has donated a total of $12,487.50 to chaarities.
The Air Force Enlisted
Village (formerly the
Air Force Enlisted
Widows
Home
Foundation),
was
founded in 1967. A
group of active duty
and retired Air Force
noncommissioned officers with the assistance of
former Air Force Chief of Staff General and Mrs.
John D. Ryan was the driving force in the formation
of the Air Force Enlisted Village. The Village's
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primary mission is to offer housing and financial
assistance to surviving spouses of enlisted Air Force
members. Those spouses with the greatest need have
priority.
Surviving spouses applying for long-term residence at
Bob Hope or Teresa Villages must be at least 55
years of age, have a valid identification card and must
be able to live independently. Those who can no
longer safely live on their own are now able to be at
home in the Hawthorn House. Surviving spouse of
enlisted members who served in other branches of the
military are admitted on a space-available basis, but
are not eligible for financial assistance. Temporary
housing is available to spouses of enlisted members
who die or who are killed on active duty. Adult
dependents - typically parents of active duty members
or their spouses - are eligible for permanent housing
on a space-available basis.
Housing is provided at two locations - Teresa Village
in Fort Walton Beach, FL and Bob Hope Village in
nearby Shalimar and the Hawthorn House is located
on the Bob Hope Village campus. Both are only
minutes from Eglin Air Force Base and Hurlburt
Field. The residence sits on five acres of land in the
Bob Hope Village campus.

Teresa Village features a combination of two-story
apartments and single level buildings. There are 101
two-bedroom first and second floor apartments; eight
one-bedroom first floor apartments and seven threebedroom houses. There are no elevators, so residents
must be able to negotiate stairs. Each apartment
comes equipped with appliances, but you bring your
furnishings to make it your own. The monthly fee
covers water, sewer, garbage, maintenance, security
costs and basic cable. Electricity, telephone, premium
cable and internet services are the resident’s
responsibility. Prices vary depending on the size of
your unit and personal utility usage. A storage room
is located in the apartment’s covered patio area.
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Security guards are on duty evenings, weekends and
holidays.

Bob Hope Village has all facilities, such as
commissaries, base exchanges, health care and a full
range of recreational offerings. There are 224 onebedroom apartments and 32 two-bedroom apartments.
Each apartment comes equipped with appliances, but
you may bring your furnishings to make it your own.
A 29,000 square foot Community Center houses a
dining room, commercial kitchen, library, gift shop,
workout room and a beauty salon. Banking services
are available in the community center on Wednesday
mornings. Adjacent to the center is an outdoor
swimming pool and hot tub.

Hawthorn House is an Assisted Living Residence
providing all the comforts of home. Caring and
loving staff is always available to give assistance and
support and to encourage continued independence to
all residents. It contains 64 one-bedroom apartments.
7 of 12

Hawthorn House is successful in meeting the needs of
all residents in a safe, professional and nurturing
environment, including 24 hour nursing care.
To receive an application for admission to Bob Hope
Village or Teresa Village, or for more information,
call the AFEV's admissions department at (850) 6519422 or (800) 258-1413.
Air Force Enlisted Village, 92 Sunset Lane, Shalimar,
FL 32579-1000. The web site is
www.afenlistedwidows.org, phone 850-651-3766 or
1-800-258-1413, FAX 850-609-2553.

28, 2005, beginning a two-day path of destruction
through central Mississippi. The Salvation Army and
many other charitable organizations provided
housing, food, and water to victims of the storm.
Many casinos were damaged or destroyed by
Hurricane Katrina. Of the casinos that were located in
Biloxi, eight have been rebuilt. The IP Casino Resort
Spa (pictured, formerly known as Imperial Palace
Hotel & Casino), was the hotel that hosted the HRA
2004 reunion.

The Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) The
Blinded Veterans Association is an organization of
blinded veterans helping blinded veterans. Founded
in 1945, BVA has been helping blinded vets for more
than 65 years. Although chartered by the U.S.
Congress, BVA receives no government funds but
relies on the generosity of Americans who express
their gratitude to the men and women who sacrificed
so much for freedom. BVA is the only veteran’s
service organization exclusively dedicated to helping
blind and visually impaired veterans rebuild their
lives. There is no charge for any BVA service and
membership is not a prerequisite to obtain help. All
legally blinded veterans are also eligible for BVA’s
assistance whether they become blind during or after
active duty military service.

Blinded Veterans Association, 477 H Street,
Northwest Washington, DC 20001-2694, Phone: 202371-8880 Fax: 202-371-8258. The E-mail site is
bva@bva.org

Charity is humanity and is the perfect way to support
the unfortunate. Thank you for your long and caring
support. Again, it is my honor and pleasure to service
as your treasurer. I look forward to working with
you.
Respectfully submitted,

Melvin Hamill
Treasurer
A Military Salute is rendered to show respect, “Salute
Joe Kessler.”

Hurricane Katrina's winds and storm surge reached
the Mississippi coastline on the afternoon of August
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PASSING OF OUR BELOVED HRA
ADJUTANT JOSEPH J. KESSLER, SR.
Joe Kessler, 70, our HRA Adjutant, passed away on
Wednesday morning, May 26th, 2010, at his home in
Harpersfield Township, Ohio, just outside of Geneva.
Joe was such a strong, proud, and meticulous family
man, and very instrumental to the entire Hof Reunion
Association membership. He was a fine Gentleman,
and Colleague who served with Pride, and touched
our hearts, and soul in more ways than we can share.
Everyone who knew him, or ever had dealings with
him will sadly miss him. We now celebrate his life,
and smile at all the great memories we shared while
serving in Hof, Germany, and at the HRA Reunions.
God lifted him up in his loving care to a glorious
home that one day we’ll share. Our thoughts, heartfelt sympathy, and prayers go out to Dolores, and the
entire Kessler Family.

He is survived by Wife, Dolores Kessler of
Harpersfield; Children, Audra (Matthew Bennett)
Kessler, Dr. Joseph Kessler, Jr., Kathleen (Derrick)
Heflin, Cheryl (Robert) Maurer; Grandchildren;
Sydney & Joely Bennett, Nicholas & Jonathan
Maurer, Carolyn & Carly Heflin; sister, Judy (Harry)
Jerson & brother, Leonard Kessler; Many dear nieces
and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents; Sister,
Sandy Kessler

THANK YOU LETTER FROM DOLORES
KESSLER
I would like to thank everyone in the HRA for your
prayers, kind words, cards and letters to Joe during
his sixteen-month ordeal with gall bladder cancer. He
very much appreciated all the support, and knowing
that he was in your caring thoughts - it gave him
hope, and strength in his struggle.
Joe loved, and enjoyed his job as adjutant, and put all
of his energy into doing the best job that he could do.
He never gave up working on Hof Reunion activity
during his difficulties. Just two days before he died,
he asked my daughter and I if we would pack up all
of the Hof Reunion material, and send it to Mel
Hamill. It was one of the last things on his mind. He
truly loved his "Hof" friends.

Joe and Dolores – Branson 2009

Joe’s Obituary - May 26, 2010
Joseph J. Kessler, Sr., Age 70, of Harpersfield, Ohio,
passed away Wednesday, May 26, 2010 at home.
Born September 29, 1939 in Cleveland to Marie
(Senn) & Joseph S. Kessler, he married Dolores
Pilger in Parma, Ohio on September 10, 1966.
Occupation: Systems Analyst for Ohio Bell
(Ameritech) for 39 years. Upon retirement, he was
employed by the Ledgemont School District as a
computer science teacher.
Memberships and Affiliations: Served in the United
States Air Force, stationed in Hof, Germany. Member
of the Harpersfield Ruritan Club and Hof Reunion
Association; served on Harpersfield Zoning Board
and as a 4-H advisor for many years.
Jul 2010

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to the
HRA for the beautiful flower arrangement that was
sent to the funeral home and for your kind
expressions of sympathy, your thoughts, and prayers
for my family and me. I'll never forget what
wonderful friends you are, and how much fun Joe and
I had at all the reunions that we attended. We were
especially grateful for the year we went to Germany
(2006). It was always Joe's dream to visit Germany
again.
I hope I will be able to make it to a Hof Reunion in
the future. I cherish all of you and know that Joe did,
too.
May God Bless You.
Sincerely, Dolores Kessler

ALSO PASSING …
Since our last reunion in September of 2009, in
Branson, we have been informed of the loss of the
following members from the association.
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FLYBY LIST:
Frederick Bashaw, Jimmie R. Black Jr., Bill
Boulineau, Wilburn C. Caldwell, Stanley O. Cansler,
Rodney O. Chayer, Warren “Van” Conway, James C.
Derby, Father John Elledge, Joseph C. Haley, Calvin
Huffer, William H. Hughes, Frank L. Isenhoff,
Joseph Kessler, Jimmy Lee Lewis, John Lilly, Barry
McBride, Harry W. Nowinski, George H. Perrotte,
Jack Reedy, John W. Reynolds, Charles Schneiders,
Norman G. Shultz, Jim Tamekazu, and Daniel T.
Urbanczyk
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:

MEMBERS MID-SEASON GETTOGETHERS
During the “Off Season” several members have found
ways, or excuses, for some sort of a get together.
This group first journeyed south to San Juan, Puerto
Rico, to do research on umbrellas at Señor Frog’s.
Due to the risky nature of the research they armed
themselves with strange looking green clubs and
protective head gear which turned out to be fairly
effective – that is, except for Gay – she went for an
extra club – a Pink one. Way to go guys; you set a
good example and we admire your regard for safety.

Phoebe J. Cooper, Elizabeth “Betty” Jung, Patty
Lilly, Janet McAuliffe, Giselle “Sissy” Mittermeier,
Jo Nell Roper, Mary Anne Warnke, and Dorothy
Weston.

CONGRATULATIONS TO BRENDA
EMERY - MS ALABAMA SENIOR
AMERICA 2010

Ken Kielbania, Gary Queen and Tom Mikloiche

On May 8, 2010, Brenda Emery of Gadsden, AL,
won the title of Ms. Alabama Senior America. She
will compete for the National Title in Atlantic City,
NJ on October 6th, 2010. Brenda is the wife of HRA
Member Archie Emery, assigned to the 6915th in
Hof, '62-'65.

Rosie Queen, Inga Mikloiche and Gay Kielbania

Jul 2010
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In a more subdued fashion, in May, on a trip to
Florida, Len and Karin Montie made a stop in Dublin,
GA, to see a couple of his “Olde Guard” buddies;
C.A. and Jodie Russell, and John and Robyn Dorsch.
Sort of a micro-mini reunion.

This is Len’s license plate – it probably drives people
crazy trying to figure out what it means. Hah! But
we of the inner circle know what it’s about.
It was just a short visit(s) as they were passing
through, but they all had a great time of it even if it
was short as it gave Len and Karin a chance to stretch
their legs for a few hours and rekindle some old
friendships.

Here’s Len, Leroy and C.A. Jodie was away visiting
in Indiana at the time, but C.A. gave Karin a nice rose
to accompany her on the rest of the trip to make up
for it.

And there’s another group, now in the preparation
stage – tickets reserved, arranging transportation to
and from the airports, weighing luggage and guessing
about the weather (hint: take an umbrella).

Hofer Volksfest

– Ready or not, here we

come!

Here’s Robyn, John and Len (again, Karin took the
pic). The Stiglmeier brats are gone but there were a
couple of brews left which probably didn’t last long.

A few Hofers and spouses (Ex-GI's) wanted to
experience the flavor of the Hofer Volksfest again.
So a few of us - Robert and Hanna Hoerath, Chuck
and Renate Mattice and grand-daughter Valerie
Mattice, Jerry and Hilde Middendorf, Rosie and Gary
Queen, Jim Patterson and Ursula Wilson, and John
and Gina Inman, have planned on attending the Hof
Volksfest from July 23 - 30, 2010.
The Volksfest officially begins on Friday, July 23,
2010. Our group has been invited by the Hof
Bürgermeister to take part in the Volksfest parade on
opening day - note the picture from the 2002 Hof
Volksfest).

Jul 2010
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from Oberfranken (Hof and surrounding areas) and
making new friends.
After the first liter of Kulmbacher the war stories will
come fast and furious. We're all looking forward to
lots of Bratwurst, Schaschlik, Fischbrötchen,
Schnitzelbrot and Kartoffelsalat to go along with
some tradition local bier (i.e., Scherdelbräu, Zeltbräu
and Kulmbacher, etc.)
This looks familiar – The Freiheitshalle - proof
that the more things change the more they remain the
same.
The visit to Hof and the Volksfest will offer the
opportunity to stop for a day or a week and see who
we are, keep our memories alive, share war stories,
make new friends and can provide a sense of history.
This visit has the potential of renewing friendships

Some suggested day trips to round out the week in
Hof have been (1) Kulmbach/Lichtenfels - breweries,
castle, Schloss Banz, (2) Coburg/Neustadt - castle,
Hummel factory, toy factories and (3) Erzgebirge Christmas, nutcrackers, other wood carving. We'll
have to see how that goes!
A complete report when we return.

Jerry Middendorf

Hof Reunion Association Officers and Staff:
Executive Board:
President
1st V.P.
2nd V.P.
Adjutant
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chairman
Web Master
Newsletter Editor
German Affairs Representative:
HRA Advisor
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Staff Members:
Tom Mikloiche
Greg Krcma
Jim Riggin

Chaplain
Publisher
Sergeant at Arms
Sergeant at Arms

Francis Fukumoto
David Sallinger
Roger Gentilini
Walt Murch

Don Riverkamp
Mel Hamill
Phil Ruth
Jerry Mangas
Phil Murray
Robert Hoerath
Bill Ward
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