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Remember When? Remember the reunion we had in Branson?
Branson, located in the Ozarks; and if you hadn’t
been to the Ozarks before, you probably appreciated
the rolling green hills with trees, lakes and caves, and
all the “show” entertainment you could ask for. The
weather? It was great, even with a couple of short but
impressive showers. There will probably be quite a
few great remembrances from this reunion and
Branson will be a good part of it.
On Tuesday, 1 September, we started arriving, but the
only official function was the Executive Board
Meeting in the late afternoon. The board mulled over
the minutes from last year’s meetings, discussed the
Treasurer’s Report, established a suggested donation
amount of $2,000 for the AF Enlisted Foundation for
2009, discussed the proposed Constitution and ByLaw changes, reviewed the nominees for office, all
items for the general membership to vote on, then
addressed other “business” items such as future
liability insurance for events and how to improve our
organization and reunions. Tom Mikloiche presented
information for the 2010 HRA Reunion in Ogden and
got approval to go forward with the Marriott Hotel in
Ogden for September 6 through 11, 2010. Greg
Krcma then presented the proposed site names for the
2011 HRA Reunion that the site selection committee
had agreed upon. Check out his article further on in
the newsletter.
On Wednesday morning the Hospitality Room was
opened and we kicked off the registration effort for
the 206 attendees, making sure everyone got their
packages with the schedule of events, nametags, meal
tickets, tour tickets, shirts, hats, pins, and a special
Branson hand-decorated gift egg. At the end of the
line was an “official” photo taken by Gary Cherpes.
The only thing left was to find the Hospitality Room
and secure refreshments; coffee, donut, roll, soda,
beer, water, whatever, then wait around for the
General Business meeting at 4:00 pm. Several folks
couldn’t handle the stress and elected to hike around
Branson and get a little bit familiarized; locate
restaurants, gift shops and liquor stores, much of it
within walking distance of the Radisson.
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At 4:00 pm the General Membership Business
meeting commenced. President Bill Ward called the
meeting to order, leading off with the Pledge of
Allegiance and a warm greeting to all members and
spouses.
President Ward then introduced Branson's mayor, the
Honorable Raeanne Presley.
Mayor Presley
welcomed and thanked our association for choosing
Branson as our 2009 reunion destination. She
proceeded to inform our members and spouses in
attendance about the city of Branson, with a small
population of 7,500, they still welcome
approximately 8 million visitors per year. She also
informed us how Branson has total respect and
appreciation for all Veterans, and is very proud how
her city welcomes and honors them. A statement we
can all attest to. Everyone made us feel welcome.

The Honorable Raeanne Presley

The Executive Board was then introduced. Bill Ward,
President; Tom Mikloiche, 1st Vice President; Greg
Krcma, 2nd Vice President; Joe Kessler, Adjutant;
Don Riverkamp, Secretary: Nate Sparks, Treasurer;
C.A. Russell (Absent), Membership Chairman; Jerry
Mangas, Webmaster; Phil Murray, Newsletter Editor;
Robert Hoerath, German Representative; Stu
Sturdevant, Executive Board Advisor; and our Staff
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Members, Francis Fukumoto, Staff Chaplain; and
Roger Gentilini and Walt Murch; Sergeants at Arms.

Don Riverkamp read the minutes from last year’s
meeting and they were approved as read. Nate
Sparks gave the Treasurer’s Report that was also
approved as read. The membership approved the
donation of $2,000 to the Air Force Enlisted
Foundation. Tom Mikloiche gave us a rundown on
Ogden, the Marriott, and tour and entertainment info.
Joe Kessler spoke about our registration forms, that
the site selection ballot will be a separate sheet now,
how the registration form could be improved, and
reminded those that didn’t get their picture taken
during registration to please stop by the Hospitality
Room and have it done.

The next item was election of officers. Greg Krcma,
2nd Vice President, presented the membership with
the names his nominating committee came up with,
some incumbents and some new people to replace
retiring members C.A. Russell, Nate Sparks and
Barry Springsteen. They were; Jim Riggin for 2nd
VP, Joe Kessler for Adjutant, Don Riverkamp for
Secretary, Mel Hamill for Treasurer, Phil Ruth for
Membership Chairman, Jerry Mangas for Webmaster,
Phil Murray for Newsletter Editor, and Robert
Hoerath for German Affairs Representative. Per the
By-Laws, Tom Mikloiche automatically moves to
President, Greg Krcma moves to 1st V.P., and Bill
Ward retires to Executive Board Advisor. There
weren’t any nominations from the floor so the
membership voted and approved the recommended
nominees which left us with the following line-up:
Tom Mikloiche, President; Greg Krcma, 1st V.P.; Jim
Riggin, 2nd V.P.; Joe Kessler, Adjutant; Don
Riverkamp, Secretary; Mel Hamill, Treasurer; Phil
Ruth, Membership Chairman: Jerry Mangas,
Webmaster; Phil Murray, Newsletter Editor: Robert
Hoerath, German Affairs Representative; and Bill
Ward, Executive Board Advisor.
Brent Scott stood and was recognized by President
Ward. Brent wanted to give many thanks to Chuck
Wilson, Nate Sparks, C.A. Russell, Barry
Springsteen, and Stu Sturdevant for their many years
of great service to the HRA. That was informally
“seconded” by a rousing round of applause from the
members. Thanks guys for a job well done.

Don Riverkamp and Debbie Chesnokov of the Branson CVB
slaving away at the registration line in Branson, organizing and
passing out important stuff.

President Ward read the proposed change to the ByLaws that was published in the 2009 July Newsletter.
Article 1 - Membership - Paragraph 1 - Proposal
to be changed to the following:
"Membership shall be confirmed and accepted by
duly elected officers of the Association. Members
shall in the opinion of the Executive Board, have
served as a member of the U.S. Armed Forces,
Contractor, Civil Service, German Air Force or
had a Hof Connection (Spouse, Ex-Spouse,
Widow, Dependent) with Security or Defense
Forces assigned to Hof Air Station, Kingsley
Kaserne, or Doebraberg, during the "Cold War
Era" or between 1948 and 1975."

After some brief discussion the motion was approved
and passed by membership.
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There was a discussion concerning improvements we
can make to increase our active membership and
reunion attendance. Here are a couple of the ideas.
Mel Hamill suggested that we advertise our
association in the VFW Magazine and perhaps locate
some more “stray” members that are still missing.
Steve Murphrey suggested that each and everyone
look at the roster, and when you see a name you
recognize, give them a call to draw interest in
becoming an active HRA member.
Bob Cruise suggested that maybe when we locate a
“New Find,” contact them and offer them a free oneyear membership, with weekly updates, and semiannual newsletter mailing. Also have parents try to
get their “dependents” to join the association.
Harry Rupprecht stated that we are all getting older,
some illnesses, some unable to travel, and that he had
not seen that much of a drop-off, and still sees a great
turnout.
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Barbara Davino, wife of member Carl Davino,
“complimented and praised” the Executive Board for
the great job they have been doing, and are still doing
for the association and all the reunions.
Regardless where you stand on our performance, we
would like to hear from you if you have any
suggestions, and perhaps from those that don’t attend
the reunions – what does it take to get you to consider
it? At every reunion we have members that are
asking where is old so-and-so? You might be that old
so-and-so and maybe you’d like to see them too. So,
exercise your mind and send your suggestions to our
Adjutant, Joe Kessler, maybe we can make things
better yet.
The membership meeting was adjourned and we
prepared for the Group Dinners, informal groupings
of old chums. There were four locations selected by
the different groups, the Altenhof Inn, Andy Williams
Moon River Grill, Lone Star Steak House, and
Whitefish River Restaurant at Branson Landing.

Murch guarding the doors. At 6:00pm, Peggy
Adams, Mel Hamill, Robert Hoerath, and Joey
Trujillo conducted the posting of the Colors. HRA
Chaplain Francis Fukumoto did the invocation, and
Traudl Riggin performed the singing of both the
German and American Anthems. President Bill Ward
also explained the table that had one place setting,
and a Rose in front for our beloved first HRA
President Tom Bryson, who passed away just before
the Branson Reunion.
Dinner was then served with background music by
our local DJ Matt Duncan and his wife. At 7:45pm,
Chaplain Fukumoto, with the assistance of Joey
Trujillo, Peggy Adams, and Phyllis Phipps conducted
the Memorial Services for our missing comrades. It
was a beautiful ceremony. The rest of the evening,
until 11:00pm, there was plenty of dancing and
laughter. All in attendance had a great time.

Thursday morning, the guys got together for "Frueh
Schoppen" in the Hospitality Room from 11:00am to
Noon. From 12:30pm to 6:00pm, the Buffet
Luncheon program was held. A wonderful buffet
with entertainment from local DJ Matt Duncan, a live
auction, door prize drawings, plaques presented to the
Radisson Hotel, and Debbie Chesnokov of the
Branson CVB, Certificate of Appreciation to Nate
Sparks for his years of service as Treasurer of the
HRA, dancing, photos, and reminiscing with old and
new friends. Thursday evening was open for
members to relax, take in a show, shopping, or get
together to talk about old times, and new things going
on in the world.
Friday was tour and show day. Around 50 left at
8:00am for the Branson Scenic Railway Tour, and
then at 10:30am, another 115 loaded onto the buses
and went out to Round Top Lake with a luncheonshow cruise on the Branson Belle. All were back at
the hotel by 3:00pm, and the Ladies got together in
the Hospitality Room for a "Kaffee Stunde" from
4:00pm to 5:00pm. Then at 6:45pm, the buses picked
up 137 of our members, and they proceeded to the
Baldknobbers Show. All were back at the Radisson
around 11:00pm. Great Day!
Saturday morning and afternoon were open for
members to do anything they liked in Branson, tour
the city, take in a show or two, shop, relax in the
Hospitality Room, or take a walk. At 5:30pm, the
doors opened for the Banquet Dinner program with
our Sergeants at Arms, Roger Gentilini and Walt
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Joey Trujillo dressed in traditional tribal attire for the memorial
ceremony.

On Sunday morning the hospitality room opened at
8:00am for saying our goodbyes, and hoping that we
all can get together again in 2010 in Hof’s Sister City
of Ogden, Utah.
Our utmost gratitude, and appreciation, goes out to all
the board members, HRA members, and their
spouses, that contributed in assisting and helping the
association during registration, in the hospitality
room, and attending our 2009 Branson Reunion.

3 of 18

AUCTION/DOOR PRIZE RESULTS – Jerry
Middendorf
The Branson, Missouri 2009
reunion luncheon, live auction
and door prizes occurred on
Thursday, 3 September.
Donated door prizes were
collected on Wednesday during
registration and were on display
giving everyone a chance to
view the donated door prizes.
Tom Mikloiche (First V.P., aka: Mick) graciously
volunteered as our auctioneer. With the spontaneous
and hilarious help of Mick as auctioneer and with the
donations received from the dedicated donors and
widely enthusiastic crowd whipped into a bidding
frenzy, the live auction was an outstanding success.
Also, thanks go out to our Reunion President, Bill
Ward and Phil Murray who assisted in the
distribution of door prizes to winners. We collected
an amazing total of $790.00 from the live auction.
The door prize committee of Jerry Middendorf and
Tom Mikloiche extends a hearty thank you to
everyone that provided crafts and other donations for
the live auction and door prizes. It goes without
saying that our members are very talented people.
Again, thanks for all your commitment and
donations.
LIVE AUCTION WINNERS: Bonnie Alley, Lynn
Cameron, Bill Combs, Roger Gentilini, Norman
Hines, Sue Holloway, Hilde Middendorf, Walter
Murch, Aggie Pace and June Parnell
LIVE AUCTION DONATIONS: 2 Bird Houses,
Hand Crafted: wood and gourd, Bob Dale Print
(Sioux Indian, He Dog), Crochet Doily “Hof Reunion
2009,” 2 Porcelain Dolls, Yolanda Bellos, 2 Purses in
Bavarian Colors, Stadt Hof Bürgermeister License
Plate, Framed Stadt Hof Rathaus On Slate Material,
Quilted Wall Hanger and Quilted Christmas Runner.
HRA DOOR PRIZE WINNERS: Peggy Adams,
Helga Bales, Jim Berry, Tony Cameron, Dallas
Churchill, Dwayne Coleman, Elizabeth Coleman, Bill
Combs, Donna Cruise, Eddie Crump, Carl F. &
Barbara Davino, Nancy Desch, David Dickson, Alois
& Rosalinde Dietz, Anni Dixon, Erich Duenne, Dan
Engelken, Robert M Epperson, Charlie Epperson,
Christa Fahrback, Leroy Greene, Melvin & Ilse
Hamill, Norman Hines, Terry Hines, Hanna Hoerath,
Dan Holden, Susan L. Holloway, Dick Kreuzer, Bill
Little, Jerry Mangas, Brenda Marshal, Chuck &
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Renate Mattice, Pat Mckenzie, Jerry & Hilde
Middendorf, Thomas Mikloiche, Shirley Murch, Jo
Murray, Herman Naron, Ina Oliver, John Pace,
Chuck Parnell, Pete & Margit Payne, Heidi Pouch,
Pat Rief, Don Riverkamp, Harry & Jerri Rupprecht,
John Scholl, Ramon & Elfriede Schuety, Rod &
Brigitte Schwandt, Brent & Linda Scott, Lisbeth
Seigfried, Mike Shananhan, Dick Shultz, Bob Sikes,
David Smith, Bruce Strang, George Swank, Ray &
Mary Szyperski, Dean Thompson, Francis R.
Thompson, Shirley Thompson, Bill Ward and Beth
West
DOOR PRIZE DONATIONS (Total of 92 items):
Crocheted Doilies (Flower, Angel and Hof Reunion
2009), Bird Houses - Log Cabin Style (Wood and
Gourd), Tee Shirts (various designs), Golf Hats, Golf
Ball Markers, Golf Divot Repair Tools, German
Jacket, Knitted Socks, Hof Bürgermeister License
Plate, Stadt Hof Beer Mugs, Throw - American Flag,
Christmas Quilted Table Runner, Quilted Wall
Hanger, Cheese and Sausage Basket, Hof Rod & Gun
Club Embroidered Patches - Circa 1970, Puzzle,
Stadt Hof Tee Shirts, Hat Pin Display Lanyard,
Bavarian Purses, Hof Rathaus On Slate With Frame,
Schwarzwalder Kirsch Likör, Schnaps, German
Bierstein, Underberg Schnaps, Porcelain Dolls,
Afghan, CD Music Set, Back Pack, Bottle Holder and
Wine, Mouse Trap Bank, Pictures of Hof Site,
Necklaces, Pen, Thermos, Plush Blanket, Cheese
Slicing Plate, Air Force Books, Framed Tee Shirt,
Bowling Pin Bottle.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mel Hamill
It is my pleasure as your newly elected treasurer to
report the Hof Reunion Association (HRA) is in a
stable financial position. The transfer of treasurer
from Nathan Sparks went flawlessly. The present
HRA bank is PNC Bank and the local branch is
Dover, Delaware. I was
asked by the Hof Reunion
Association Executive Board
to write an article for the
January Hof Connection
Newsletter.
Instead of
addressing the financial
aspect of the HRA as
treasurer, I will use most of my time to recognize our
past treasurer and his lovely wife, Nathan and Ute
Sparks. Nate passed the HRA financial records,
which I received in October. While going through
the records, I was amazed at the detail and orderly
arrangement – absolutely accurate. The financial
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records are the bestkept history of the
association. The first
entry
in
Nate’s
financial records is
dated 21 August 2002.
From the time he took
over, the financial
records show every
penny the HRA came in contact with. Nate and Ute
took on many tasks starting in 2003. Along with
Chuck Wilson, he obtained an Employer
Identification Number (EIN), which led to the taxexempt status of the Hof Reunion Association. Many
other transactions require an EIN, opening HRA bank
account, transferring records, establishing accounts
with hotels, and requests to government
organizations. Our exemption status dated 18 June
2003, is listed under Internal Revenue Code section
501(c)(19), “an organization of past or present
members of the United States Armed Forces”. To
obtain the exemption the organization had to seek
registration of Unincorporated Nonprofit Association
status with the state of California. Through sheer
determination Nate got through all the paper work,
which I am now encountering. On numerous
occasions he has filed for “Limited Exemption from
Sales and Use Tax on Purchases and Sales” for the
Hof Reunion Association in the state where the
annual reunion was held -- a savings to all attending
HRA members. Nonprofit Standard Mail rate
mailing privileges were granted the Hof Reunion
Association after Nate applied. He did this more than
once, each location the mailing privilege is granted,
each year it is used it must be reapplied for. This
comes in handy when mailing the semi-annual
newsletter -- another savings for the HRA. You
would think by being a tax-exempt organization no
taxes would have to be filed. Not true, Nate took on
the task of keeping track of updates and filing tax
return requirements – a job we all can appreciate.
Nate was able to accomplish these and more while
performing day to day treasurer duties -- monthly
Treasurer Report, monthly Financial Statement,
yearly statements, promptly depositing all funds,
balancing bank account, paying bills for all services
received, updating and maintaining records -- all this
with a geographic challenge, with patience and
flexibility on his part. Ute was there through all,
taking on the job of writing condolence letters, get
well cards, thank you and congratulatory letters and
cards. Ute was always and still is available to pass on
sound advice –much needed, very helpful. From our
President, Thomas Mikloiche: “I am sending you this
email with Eternal Thanks and our Deepest Gratitude
on behalf of the E-Board and the entire HRA for your
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many years of service to our organization and with
the full knowledge that you will now have the time to
finish all those HONEY DO’s Ute has been holding
these many years...”
I am sure you will agree Ute and Nathan Sparks have
done an exceptional job for the Hof Reunion
Association. We truly appreciate your longevity to
service.
It is my pleasure to present to you the Hof Reunion
Association’s Annual Financial status, as of 1
December 2009. The HRA has a balance of
$24,921.65 -- on track to finish same as FY2008. All
bills for the Branson Reunion have been paid and a
donation from the HRA of $2000 has been mailed to
the Air Force Enlisted Village. Most of our income
overall and most of our operating funds come from
membership dues. To those of you who chose to
renew your membership this year, or who came
aboard as new members, we thank you. Without your
continued support there would be no funds to keep
HRA going. Regardless of how long it has been
since your initial HRA experience, I urge you to stay
active and engaged with Hof Reunion Association. It
is my honor to serve as your treasurer and I look
forward to working with you throughout the coming
year.
Respectfully submitted,
Melvin Hamill
Treasurer

2010 HRA REUNION – Tom Mikloiche
This year’s reunion will be held from Monday, 6
September through Saturday, 11 September, in
Ogden, Utah, Hof’s Sister City, at the Marriott Hotel.
A "Herzliche Willkommen” to Alle,
Located at the base of the Wasatch Mountains, just
north of Salt Lake City, Ogden's majestic landscape
compliments the beauty of the rolling hills of Hof,
Germany. Like Hof, Ogden has a rich railroad
history, small town charm, fabulous food, and great
locally brewed beer by Ogden's own award winning
brewmeisters. Ogden features many attractions sure
to please one and all. Hill AFB, with its Aerospace
Museum boasts a vast collection of aircraft, vehicles
and artifacts dating from 1903. Step back in time on
notoriously charming Historic 25th Street. Hear the
tales of Mountain Men, Pioneers, Indians, and Troops
that traveled throughout Ogden by rail during the
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war. Visit Union Station, and enjoy the Browning
Firearms Museum, Utah Railroad Museum, and
Browning-Kimball Car Museum. Admire the Great
Salt Lake and experience Antelope Island. See where
East met West at the Golden Spike National Historic
Site. Visit Olympic Venues of the 2002 Winter
Olympics in Park City, spend time at the world
famous Temple Square and listen to the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir in nearby Salt Lake City.

Experience the true West. Ogden's skyscrapers are
Ben Lomond Peak, Mt. Ogden, and Strawberry Peak.
You probably won't see a lot of celebrities, but you
will see plenty of stars, and find good eats, a place to
sleep, and a huge playground. Whether you enjoy the
serenity of our mountains, or the eclectic vibe of our
notoriously charming Historic 25th Street, Ogden will
make you feel welcome in their home, away from
home.

Historic 25th St. with Union Station in the back.

This year’s reunion will be hosted at the Ogden
Marriott hotel, a 3 1/2 star hotel that was completely
renovated in 2008. It’s within walking distance of
Historic 25th Street, which features unique
restaurants, shopping, and much more. The room rate
for HRA members will be $74 single or double plus
tax (currently 11.95% per room/per night). These
rates are being offered 3 days before and after the
reunion dates, based on availability. Rate includes
free high speed Internet access, complimentary
parking and 32-inch flat panel HD television in every
room. All rooms are non-smoking. Handicap-access
rooms are available.
Reservations can be made through central
reservations at (1-888-236-2427) and the code is
“HOF,” you can also use this link for reservations:
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/slcog?groupCode=h
ofhofa&app=resvlink&fromDate=9/5/10&toDate=9/10/10.
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Our contact for reservations is Ivan Toca and his
number is (801) 395-2047. If you have any
problems just mention you are from the Hof Reunion
Association.
The Hotel also offers Hof Reunion Association
attendees a full breakfast buffet at the discounted rate
of $9.50 that includes tax and gratuity. Attendees
must provide identification indicating their
involvement with the group.
The cut-off date for reservations is 4 August 2010.
After the cut-off date, the Hotel will review the
reservation pick up for the event and release the
unreserved rooms for general sale. Further
reservations at our group rate will be based on a space
and rate-available basis after this date. All
reservations must be accompanied by a first night
room deposit, or guaranteed with a major credit card.
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The hotel will not hold any reservations after 6:00pm
unless secured by one of the above methods.
Cancellations must be received 72 hours prior to
arrival date. If a cancellation occurs within 24 hours
of arrival date, a penalty of 1 nights room rate and tax
will be charged.

small salad or soup, roll and choice of dessert). At
8:00pm we will attend a 1 hour Mormon Tabernacle
Choir Practice, then at 9:15pm we’ll head back to
Ogden.

ADDITIONAL SELF-GUIDED TOURS
To get a good look at the facilities take a virtual tour
of the Ogden Marriott at:
<http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/slcog-ogdenmarriott/>
Canyon Fish Market & Grill - High adventure dining
atmosphere specializing in local cuisine
* Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner
* Dress code: Casual

A tour to Historic Union Station and Museums would
be available from 10:00am to 5:00pm everyday for
those who are interested in going on their own. The
normal admission is $4.00, but if we get 50
reservations prior to 7 September they will give us a
special rate of $3.00. It includes ALL the Museums
listed below.

Rocks Lounge - Relax and unwind in our lounge
serving beer, wine and spirits / Full menu
* Open for dinner
* Dress code: Casual
And more than 10 other pubs or restaurants are within
1/10th of a mile.

AVAILABLE TOURS
Prepare yourself for a tour of a lifetime - We have a
special event planned for those attending the reunion.
We have scheduled a Tour of Hill AFB and Museum,
and Salt Lake City's, Mormon Tabernacle on
Thursday, 9 September.

Historic Union Station was built in 1924 and served
as the junction between multiple railroad companies.
In the 1970’s it switched uses; the museums were
built and it became a hub for the Ogden community.
The Station is home to the Utah State Railroad
Museum, the John M Browning Firearms Museum,
the Browning-Kimball Classic Car Museum, the
Eccles Rail Center, and Gallery at the Station, all
open Monday-Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm. Within the
building they also have the Union Grill Restaurant
open 11:00am-10:00pm Mon-Sat, Forest Service
Information Office, open 9:30am-4: 30pm, and
Warren's Model Train Shop, open 12:00pm-6:00pm,
Mon-Sat.

We will leave at 1:00pm for Hill AFB and Museum,
spending approximately 2 1/2 hours there and leave
for Salt Lake City at 3:45pm to arrive at Temple
Square by 5:00pm for a 30-minute tour of Temple
Square including the Tabernacle. Depending on
group size we will break into 3 groups for the first
tour, then about 5:40pm we will take Garden tours
and Family Search demo's, breaking into two groups one to the 30 minute Family Search and the other
one to 30 minute Garden tour, then switch and finish
at 6:40pm. At 6:45pm we will all have a Dinner in
the Lion House Pantry (Entrée of choice, two sides,

OPTIONAL CASINO TOUR

Jan 2010

Wendover, Nevada is about 3 hours from the Ogden
Marriott. The tour includes round trip transportation
from the Ogden Marriott Hotel, 6-hour stay at the
casino, complimentary $16.99 buffet, $5.00 cash
from the casino and a fun book of coupons. Tours
depart Ogden Marriott twice daily. The current cost is
$15.00 per person, subject to be $18.00 for next
September. Reservations required (no minimums),
Le Bus 800-366-0288
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 6th THROUGH 11th
Monday 9/6

Hospitality Room Accessible for Board Members for Setup
Majority of Members to Check-In around 2 PM
1700 - 1830
Board Meeting for 12-14 People

Tuesday 9/7

0900 – 2000
0900 – 1300
1600 – 1730
1830 - ????
0800 – 1100
1100 – 1200
1230 – 1800
1800 – 2000

Hospitality Room opens
Registration Opens
General Membership Meeting for around 150
Group dinners
Hospitality room open for all
Hospitality room open for Men's Get Together (Frueh Schoppen)
Luncheon/Buffet for roughly 200-250
Hospitality room reopens

Thursday 9/9

0800 – 2000
1300 – 2200

Hospitality room opens (1300-2000 based on availability of attendants)
Tour of Hill AFB and Museum, Salt Lake City and the Mormon Tabernacle

Friday 9/10

0800 – 1500
1500 – 1600
1730 – 2300

Hospitality room open for all
Hospitality room open for Women's Get Together (Kaffe klatch)
Banquet Dinner and Dance

Saturday 9/11

0800 – 1200

Hospitality room opens for Coffee/Donuts and Goodbyes

Wednesday 9/8

DOOR PRIZES AND AUCTION ITEMS –
Jim Riggin
The door prize committee has suggested a slight
change to the way door prizes will be given out
during the afternoon Buffet. The new system will be
adopted at the next reunion in Ogden, UT.
During the door prize drawings at past reunions,
several people have become very bored and left the
afternoon event while waiting for all the door prizes
to be called and given out. In Ogden, instead of one
name being drawn and waiting for them to come up
for their prize and then drawing another name, we
will draw 10-15 names at one time, they will have 15
minutes to come up and claim their prize, music and
dancing will go on during this time, then we will
draw another 10-15 names, continuing this procedure
until all the door prizes are given out. This will allow
for more music and dancing during the afternoon and
hopefully cut down on the boredom.
We will continue to have the Auction of the top 10-12
items as selected by the door prize committee. All
items for the door prizes will be put on display and
anyone wishing to purchase an item may do so. They
may make a donation to the Hof Reunion Association
equal to the price on the item as established by the
door prize committee. If more than one person wants
the same item, it will go to the highest bidder, very
much like the auction. This should satisfy those
interested in more music and at the same time satisfy
those interested in winning a door prize. This
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committee was appointed by the Hof Reunion
President and the members are; Jim Riggin, Phil
Murray, Mel Hamill, and Jerry Middendorf.

2010 COMCOMMEMORATIVE OGDEN
REUNION SHIRT
In a continuing effort to provide new and distinctive
items for the members that attend our reunions we
will again offer shirts for both the men and women.
After talking to most women attending the Branson
Reunion for ideas, we‘re offering Ladies Scoop Neck
Short Sleeve Shirts in Breast Cancer Pink with the
HRA Logo on the left chest front and no design on
the back. They will be available in sizes Medium
through XXL at a cost of $10 each.
CHALLENGE!! President Tom Mikloiche and his
wife, Inga, are going to donate $1.00 out of their own
pocket to the American Cancer Society for each of
the Ladies shirts sold. They are challenging other
members to do the same as it is a great cause.
The men will be able to order either a standard tee
shirt, or a collared polo type shirt with a front pocket,
both light blue.
The standard tee shirt will have a small logo design
on the left chest front, and a full back design with the
outline of the State of Utah, and some nice graphics
inside the outline. They will be available in sizes
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Medium through XXXL and the cost will be $10 for
sizes Medium through XL and $12 for sizes XXL and
XXXL.
The collared shirt will have the small logo design on
the left chest front but will NOT have the full back
graphics design that the tee shirt has. They will be
available in sizes Medium through XXXL and the
cost will be $15 for sizes Medium through XL and
$17 for sizes XXL and XXXL.

Please see the shirt order form on the back of the
registration form for sizes available and prices for
each shirt. You’ll be able to order as many of the
different types of shirts as you wish. The deadline for
ordering is 1 August, 2010. The shirts will be
available during Check-In in Ogden.

TRAVEL DEALS – Tom Mikloiche
Ok Folks - here's an offer no one flying to Ogden for the 2010 Reunion can
refuse. If Southwest Airlines flies from an airport near you and you have
never had a Southwest Credit Card by Chase, I advise you to take advantage
of this unbelievable offer from Chase and Southwest Airlines. For the fee of
$59 you can get 16 credits for signing up for the card which is good for a
FREE round-trip flight anywhere Southwest flies. By taking this credit card
offer for yourself and then fill another one out for your wife, it will cost a
total of $118 for two round-trip flights once you make a purchase on each
card and pay that off, that's it; one purchase and pay it off, you can then keep
the card for emergencies and after the first year cancel the cards at no further
costs. You have one year from the date of the award to use it and it takes
about 6-8 weeks to get it so it would be from March 2010 to 2011 and the
reunion falls right in that window. This is the cheapest round-trip flight you'll
ever get for signing up for a credit card and if you don't have a Southwest Airlines frequent flyer number you can
get it when you sign up for the card. The link is: <http://www.southwest.com/freeticket/>

CAR RENTALS
THRIFTY has offered the following rates on their fleet of cars, the rates are shown with and without taxes and fees
included, and would be good for one week before and one week after the reunion and are for the Salt Lake City
Airport location.
Compact Car
Mid-size Car
Full-size Car
7-pass Mini-Van
4-pass 4x4 Interm Size SUV
5-pass 4x4 Std Size SUV
7-pass 4x4 Full Size SUV
12-pass Van

$29.87/day, $179.22/wk
$36.23/day, $217.37/wk
$42.59/day, $255.49/wk
$59.11/day, $354.65/wk
$59.11/day, $354.65/wk
$65.45/day, $392.77/wk
$89.62/day, $537.69/wk
$97.25/day, $583.45/wk

(before Taxes $22/day, $132/wk)
(before Taxes $27/day, $162/wk)
(before Taxes $32/day, $192/wk)
(before Taxes $45/day, $270/wk)
(before Taxes $45/day, $270/wk)
(before Taxes $50/day, $300/wk)
(before Taxes $69/day, $414/wk)
(before Taxes $75/day, $450/wk)

Reservations must be made through Carla Ulschak by asking for the Hof Reunion Association rates. Feel free to
email <Carla@thriftyslc.com> to make your reservation or call (406) 259-0106 to have your reservation booked.
These rates will not change unless Thrifty has a lower offer listed at the time of reservation for the dates you need.
Be sure to check http://www.thrifty.com for the rates listed there when you are ready and if you find a cheaper rate
then the guaranteed rates above grab it immediately.

ENTERPRISE has offered the following base rates shown without taxes, and then the total price includes taxes and
fees from the location you choose.
Jan 2010
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Compact
Intermediate
Standard-Size
Full Size
Luxury
Mini-Van
Sport Utility

$29.99/day
$32.99/day
$36.99/day
$38.99/day
$59.99/day
$64.99/day
$59.99/day

$159.99/week
$179.99/week
$199.99/week
$209.99/week
$329.99/week
$357.99/week
$329.99/week

TOTAL: $209.33 USD
TOTAL: $234.75 USD
TOTAL: $260.18 USD
TOTAL: $272.88 USD
TOTAL: $425.41 USD
TOTAL: $461.00 USD
TOTAL: $425.41 USD

If you want to rent from the Airport the rates above will apply plus all their taxes and fees. Off-airport location
prices are much cheaper, the link is: http://www.enterprise.com/billboard/page.do?dspg=10431 The best price will
probably be from this off-airport location in Salt Lake City, it's about 10 minutes from the airport by Taxi and then
Enterprise will drop you off at the airport when you return the car, so a one-way taxi fare is all you have to pay and
you'll still save $50 or more.
404 South 300 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1705
Tel.: (801) 534-1888
One more really nice touch is that IF the prices are lower at the location you select, when you rent you will receive
an additional 15% discount upon making the reservation. To get that I suggest you contact our Enterprise
representative directly and notify her that you are from the Hof Reunion Association and have found a cheaper rate
directly from Enterprise than the rate offered above.
Betsy Stevens
Business Rental Sales Representative
Business Rental Department
801.736.7300 office
801.736.7357 direct
801.330.1570 cell
800.521.3064 fax
Elizabeth.e.Stevens@erac.com
There is a 15% DISCOUNT on the prices at the time of reservation and these rates are good for one week before
and after the reunion, and good anywhere the vehicle is rented in Utah.
As usual, both offers include UNLIMITED Mileage. I recommend you start checking the rates around 1 July and
look for the cheapest one and then book it .You can keep checking and cancel the first one at no charge, if you find
a cheaper rate closer to the Reunion dates.

REUNION SITE SELECTION FOR 2011 –
Greg Krcma
Each year the Reunion Site Selection Committee tries
to find a new location for “next year’s” event. We
look for locations that we haven’t used before, areas
located in a different section of the country from
previous reunions, offering accommodations,
entertainment, scenery and other attractions that
appeal to our members.
The Site Selection
Committee is presenting the four following locations
for the 2011 Reunion. Hof has been selected as one of
the sites. Right now the Dollar to Euro exchange rate
and associated costs are not good and continue to get
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worse, where the rate will be in 2011 is anyone’s
guess.
Please review these locations and refer to the
included web sites for complete information. Note:
we are moving the voting deadline up to 1 April and
there is a separate ballot sheet so you can mail it in
early without having to mail the registration form in
too early. This will give us more time to negotiate
with hotels, etc. Remember, the voting deadline for
all locations is 1 April 2010.
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Appleton/Fox Cities, Wisconsin
Located in the heart of central Wisconsin,
Appleton/Fox Cities offer all the amenities and
resources for a great reunion.
Three major airports: Outagamie, Green Bay Austin
Straubel, and Milwaukee Mitchell Field service the
area with many flights from all over the U.S. The area
is also readily accessible via the interstate system.
Whether you’re looking for fine wine, great beer,
exceptional cheese or fantastic food at very attractive
prices, the downtown area of Appleton has it all,
along with great shopping and sightseeing in a
pedestrian friendly atmosphere.
Some of the Area attractions include: EAA Air
Venture Museum, Gardens Of The Fox Cities,
Bergstrom Mahler Museum, History Museum at the
Castle, Oneida Casino, Green Bay Packer Hall of
Fame, Wisconsin Maritime Museum, and the Fox
River Mall.
For more info go to: http://www.foxcities.org

Cocoa Beach, Florida
Located on the sunny East coast of Florida, the area
offers many attractions for a wide range of interests.
Known as Florida’s Space Coast, Cocoa Beach is
readily accessible by air or ground transportation
through Orlando International, 45 minutes away, or
by auto on I-95 and Florida Turnpike.
Some of the area attractions are; Indian River Queen,
golf, fishing, Kennedy Space Center, Patrick Air
Force Base, Air Force Space And Missile Museum,
Orlando Theme Parks,
For More Info go to:
http://www.nxtbook.com
http://www.visitcocoabeach.com

Virginia Beach/Norfolk, Virginia
Nestled where the Chesapeake Bay meets the Atlantic
Ocean, Norfolk is the cultural, financial, and
entertainment heart of the Virginia waterfront.
Norfolk is a one-day drive for 60% of the population
or Norfolk International has over 200 daily flights
from all over the U.S.
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Norfolk has the facilities and resources to service the
needs of the Hof Reunion Association.
Home of the berthed USS Wisconsin Battleship
BB64, the Norfolk Navy Yard, the Nauticus Museum,
Norfolk Botanical Gardens, Norfolk History
Museum, boutique shops along the waterfront, the
area offers many attractions for varied interests.
For more info go to:
http://www.visitnorfolktoday.com

Hof/Saale, Germany
Friendship, fellowship, beautiful scenery, Bier,
Bratwurst, Schnitzel, the Kaserne and everything else
you remember from back when. Would you like to
go back to Hof in 2011?? If so here’s your chance to
return to those days of yesteryear. We will have lots
of interesting things to do and see as we did in 2006
and 2002.
But please be advised: Vote for Hof only if you fully
intend to attend the reunion in Hof, the executive
board requires that a $75 non-refundable deposit
(except for death or illness as per past practice)
accompany each vote for the Hof/Saale location due
to the fluctuating value of the Euro and associated
costs. This deposit will be applied toward your
registration fees. If Hof is not selected by majority
vote, the deposit will be applied to the U.S. reunion
registration or refunded at your request.
For more info go to: http://www.stadt-hof.de/ and
click on the British flag to view site in English

WEEKLY UPDATES – Don Riverkamp
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone in advance for keeping his, or her personal
data information up to date. Your email addresses,
mailing addresses, and phone numbers, are very
important to us. Having the correct information
allows me to keep you informed on the on-goings of
the Hof Reunion Association, and what to look
forward to in the upcoming year(s). Please continue
to keep me informed on any and all changes at the
earliest possible moment. Also, if you have a
summer/winter email, mailing address, or are going
on an extended vacation/trip, please let me know. I
will alter the addresses for that period of time, and
you will still be able to receive the updates, and
newsletters. The mailing addresses are extremely
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important for mailing of the semi-annual newsletters
since they are mailed "Bulk Mail", and if the
addresses are not correct, bulk mail gets thrown away
by the post office because law does not allow them to
forward it.
Another reminder, if you do not receive your weekly
email update by Tuesday evening of each week,
please email me at don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net
and let me know. I emailed around 480 plus weekly
update emails, and sometimes the air ways are not
kind to internet services, or your server blocks them
because they think it is Spam Mail. Remember, if
there is something you would like published in the
HRA Weekly Update, email it to me. No political
articles or views will be published, as per our
Constitution and Bylaws.

While we have 976 missing Hofers in the roster, it is
really distressing to see that we have 1030 “locateds”
that are non-members. In past contacts, some of
these 1030 have definitely expressed no interest in
belonging, and I must respect that; but the others that
initially joined us and have let their dues lapse need
to become active again, attend our reunions, and
otherwise interact with us. No doubt, some of them
never even attended a reunion. It is time they did so
to see that it is not just some boring get-together like
some reunions I have heard of. So, as I requested
above, please contact your former Hof friends and
associates and renew their interest. I don't feel I am
passing off my duty by asking for your help. I feel it
is the responsibility of all of us to pull together to do
what we can to make this a better, stronger, and more
active Hof Reunion Association. And while you are
doing this, I will concentrate on the missing.

MEMBERSHIP STATUS - Phil Ruth
I am proud to be your new Membership Chairman,
having been elected at the Branson Reunion to step in
where C.A. Russell left off, having done a masterful
job since 2001.
I am not new to locating missing persons, having in
the past few years located 31 of my missing high
school classmates, and located at random 62 missing
Hofers prior to Branson. I relish a challenge; and I
will do my utmost to fulfill my prime responsibility
to you.
As such, in addition to searching, I see it as part of
my responsibility to invite all members to equally
pitch in; and, in particular, to contact your past nonmember Hof friends and associates on the roster.
Reliving some of their Hof days and events just might
be the impetus they need to re-establish their
membership and attend our reunions. Be sure to tell
them where and when the next reunion is; it might
only be within a several-states driving distance from
where they live. And, even if it is further away,
maybe they are looking for somewhere new to take a
vacation, and with Hofer friends as a bonus. Have
you been at a reunion and wondered what ever
happened to old so-and-so? Well pass me his name
and I will contact him. I know several of you have
helped locate the missing in the past, and I
wholeheartedly welcome your continued assistance.

WEB STATUS – Jerry Mangas
The Hof Reunion website continues along the path
that Barry Springsteen set up.
With minor glitches, mostly my
fault, it continues to play as
designed. There are some
missing links, some due to
procedural changes in/at Yahoo
that we could not control and
some due to lost links that I
continue to hunt for. The Chat
Room is still available but is
mostly used as a reminder service and a method of
leaving notes from one member to another or to a
group of members than can check in, as they desire.
The guest books are always worthy of a look and can
generate a flash back or two for some! Many of the
offsite links to Reunion photographs are still there!
I would still prefer to turn this assignment over to a
person much more skilled in the world of web design
than I am, so if there is a volunteer (and I am well
aware of the time constraints that many face) I would
hope they announce themselves at some point in the
future.

I ask that all of you active searchers e-mail me, so I
know who you are. And any others that want to help
out, please do the same. In all cases, tell me who you
contact, their contact information, and I will supply
them with the appropriate paperwork.
Jan 2010
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MINI REUNION & FORT MEADE MARYLAND

Oktoberfest

Those folks on the East Coast did it again - they got together for a good reason and had a lot of fun doing it. It’s a
good example of keeping in touch on a “local” scale.

This is obviously a picture of some sort of Bier drinking contest in keeping with the Oktoberfest spirit. I’m surprised that
Mick didn’t try it. Nonetheless, they know how to party as our man on the scene, Jerry Middendorf reports.

At the Branson, Missouri Reunion, Ray Szyperski
suggested having a mini HRA reunion at the Fort
George G. Meade, Maryland, O k t o b e r f e s t .
Therefore, shortly after my return from Branson, I
jumped on the idea and contacted people from the last
two Mid-Atlantic Mini Reunions and printed out
some Excel Hof Reunion Association rosters, by
state, and forwarded information to members to see
who was interested in attending the Fort Meade
Maryland Oktoberfest.
Although, it would be great if most people could
attend the yearly national association reunion, not all
association members are able to attend the annual
reunion for various reasons. The mini-reunion has
the potential of renewing friendships from
Oberfranken (Hof and surrounding areas), making
new friends and increasing active memberships in the
HRA.
After contacts were initiated, about 29 people were
able to attend the mini reunion. Members came from
Washington, DC, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware,
Pennsylvania and Connecticut to join in the festivities
at the Fort Meade Oktoberfest on Friday, September
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25, 2009. The Oktoberfest included Carnival type
games, activities for children, traditional German
bands, folk dancers, food vendors, international and
Oktoberfest foods, traditional keg tapping ceremony
and of course, good German Bier.
Surprise to all of us, our new HRA President Tom
“Mik” Mikloiche and his lovely wife Inga joined us
at Fort Meade ... They drove from Connecticut.
Members and friends that attended the mini reunion
included Chuck & Renate Mattice, Ray & Mary
Szyperski and friends, Joe Dernoga and Mary Ellen
McKerrell, Jerry and Hilde Middendorf, Harry and
Jerri Rupprecht, Rosie & Gary Queen, Donn & Sue
Koenig, Tom & Inga Mikloiche, James Crutchfield,
Lloyd Geigley and Phil Ruth (Excuse me if I have left
out the names of any people that attended the
Oktoberfest). In fact Phil Ruth, our Membership
Chairman, was able to recruit a person for
membership in the HRA.
All had a good time and there was some discussion
about meeting at Fort Meade for another mini reunion
for 2010.
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Oktoberfest GROUP PICTURE (Left to Right)
Back (4th) row: Harry Rupprecht, Rosie & Gary Queen, Jerry Middendorf, Donn Koenig, Inga & Tom Mikloiche
3rd row: Jerri Rupprecht, Ray Szyperski, Sue Koenig, James Crutchfield and Phil Ruth
2nd row: Mary Szyperski and Hilde Middendorf
Front (1st) row: Joe Dernoga and Mary Ellen McKerrell
Other “Remember Whens?”
As Bill Ward reminded us to “Remember When?”
when he recounted his first trip to Hof via the
Bundesbahn, we have many members that have
similar impressions of arriving in a strange land from
the other side. We have convinced one of our
members to recount a couple of her “first
impressions” of the new country.

Now, so many years later, people
ask me, what was your first
impression of the United States?
Let me see if I can think back that
far. It was 1963 and we all know
how much has changed since
then. However, I do recall a few
impressions.
My first day in America was May 11, 1963. The first
thing that took me by surprise was the low buildings.
As most of you know, Germany had existed for many
generations, and I was accustomed to seeing all those
old and big buildings. Many of them apartment
buildings.
In addition to being amazed by the small individual
buildings, the long distances between states was also
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very impressive. The mere size of the U.S.A. was just
overwhelming. I could not imagine driving days just
to visit family. Now when I hear my German family
saying they will go to Switzerland for a weekend the
first thought that comes to my mind is “O-well, its
not even as far as going across the state of Nebraska.”
And I will never forget the Ice Cream Man when he
came around with those big soft serve cones.
Thanks for letting me go back in my memories while
I still have them.
Sincerely,
Margit M. Payne
P.S. I could write a book about all the different
happenings. I would like to encourage all the former
Hofer, Rehauer, Selber, Schwarzenbacher and so on,
to write a few lines and maybe we could get it bound.

Another “Remember When” comes from my wife.
Arriving at McGuire AFB in July of 1964, while I
was inside getting processed out, Jo was stranded in
our motel room just outside the main gate. Not
knowing much English and knowing even less about
American TV and it’s associated commercials, she
would be watching a program and then after just a
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few minutes it would go haywire and some clown
would start talking about “Diamond Lustre paint jobs
for only $19.95.” She thought the channel was broken
so she changed to another channel and watched the
new program and sure enough, after only a few
minutes, that same clown would come and start
talking about “Diamond Lustre paint jobs for only
$19.95” again. This happened several times so she
turned the TV off. Later I explained about TV
commercials. To this day she still remembers who
Earl Scheib is.

The Colors of
When I arrived in Hof, in 1961, all of the buildings,
as afar as you could see, were kind of a gray, or
beige, or some light earthy tone, trimmed with a
darker earthy tone and dulled by a patina from the use
of coal that was used to fire industry and warm local
businesses and homes. Not too much color, perhaps
with the possible exception of an occasional red tile
roof (most roofs in that area were slate), but the red
tiles were also aged with the coal dust glaze. It didn't
look bad, it looked normal and perhaps representative
of what you'd expect from a "foreign" community.
And, as I remember, it stayed that way until we left in
1964; in fact it looked pretty much the same when we
returned the first time in 1968.

there in 2006. In fact the old Kaserne looked quite a
bit better with all of its color coordinated buildings.
Then something pinged in my dusty memory. It was
either late 1963 or early 1964. I had been re-stationed
in Frankfurt, but I remember returning to Hof and
going to the Kaserne to pick up a Stars and Stripes
and a carton of Luckies, when all of a sudden I
noticed the Ami portion; the dorms, the chowhall and
the associated buildings were painted pink ... PINK!
... some idiot had the barracks painted PINK! I was
informed that it wasn't pink, it was Salmon, but it
didn't help much. Big deal! The Navy would have
painted them Gray - the Army would have painted
them O.D. - I could have handled that, but the Air
Force went and painted the Kaserne PINK! Sure was
a good thing I was "short" and wasn't stationed there
any longer.
As time heals all wounds, it has also opened a fuzzy
portal of thinking - perhaps the Air Force was just
ahead of the times, perhaps even ahead of the cutting
edge, maybe setting an example of brightening up
something that was a bit dreary, Regardless, as I look
back, I think maybe it wasn't Pink, maybe it was
Salmon after all.
From the Editor's Desk
Photo credits: The picture of
the editor is from a Dec 1955
archive of the Chicago
Tribune, it’s Spike, the
mascot of the 62nd Fighter
Wing, O’Hare Airport. It also
looks like a Royal MC-88 in
the background.

The Passing of Thomas Bryson, the First Hof
Reunion President

Today, when you visit "Main Street" and many of the
local Hofer Straßen, you are presented with buildings
of many colors, tastefully trimmed with matching
colors, often sporting flower boxes with colorful
flowers (perhaps plastic, but they look good) and
maybe accented or wrapped with colorful banners, it
has sort of a pleasant uplifting quality that does your
spirit some good. I know it didn't happen overnight,
but it didn't really catch my attention until we were
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Tom "The Bear" Bryson, the first President of the
HRA in 2002, passed away while at work on
Thursday, August 27th, 2009. Tom was very
instrumental in the early years of the association but
had been fighting cancer for the past three years.
Tom was a wonderful person, husband, father, and
friend, whose battle with cancer did not stop him
from working, and also teaching at a local college in
Pennsylvania. His contributions to the association,
and in his community will long be remembered. He
will be greatly missed by all that knew him.
Tom, Denise, Hanna, and Tom's niece, Dawn
Bobbert, active military, attended the 2008 Myrtle
Beach Reunion and were looking forward to the
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Branson Reunion but had to cancel due to the return
of cancer, and more treatments. Our deepest
sympathy, and prayers go out to Denise, Hanna, and
the entire Bryson clan.

I had promised Tom since we were first married that
if necessary I would have as much of an Irish wake as
possible for him. We live in a predominantly Italian
town so this was not easy.
His wake was as it should be - laughter, story telling
and a sincere understanding of Tom's absolute joy of
simply being alive. Having full military honors for
him honored us and I was so pleased to have been
able to locate a traditional bagpiper to pipe at the end
of the military salute. We gathered around Tom and
toasted him and his life with Jameson and then
proceeded to the house to continue the "toasts".
Stories abounded about his many successes in life and
his ability to connect with so many people in every
walk of life.

Denise, Hanna and The Bear

A note from Denise:
I wanted to take a moment to thank everyone for their
notes of condolences. I have received so many
questions as to what happened I wanted to let
everyone know how Tom passed. While we had been
preparing for the worst due to the progression of the
cancer in Tom's lungs, we all, including the doctors,
felt we had much more time together. Tom went to
work last Thursday morning, August 27, after having
a very pleasant and restful evening. We laughed and
talked about the morning's news before he left and I
got ready for work. Tom called Hanna when he got to
work which he did every day and then again around
10:30 to say Hi. Hanna said he sounded great and was
laughing and teasing her. I received a call about 1:15
PM from his office saying that he was short of breath
and I needed to come. I picked up Hanna and got to
the hospital as quickly as possible, but as you all
know we had already lost him. The office staff has
told me that he was his usual self, cracking jokes and
telling stories throughout the morning and had been
in the lunchroom with them when he suddenly said he
didn't feel well - his distress was short and the doctors
feel he had a massive coronary brought on by a blood
clot. He didn't suffer and his passing was quick. We
have much to be thankful for - with the cancer
progressing we were aware of what the end would be
and his greatest fear was that Hanna would have to
live through seeing him suffering. He had been at
home all day Wednesday with Hanna and thankfully
was not driving at the time of the attack. He was with
"his girls' at work and he always said how
wonderfully they took care of him. He did not pass
alone. For these things we have to be grateful.
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Tom was buried in a beautiful little country cemetery
- peaceful and serene and close to my Mom and Dad's
graves. We are struggling with this sudden loss but
are grateful to have had the joy of having Tom in our
lives for as long as we did. He was adamant that
Hanna and I go on enjoying the things we did as a
family. We will do so with the help of all of our
friends but the laughter and joy are gone.
Love to all of you
Denise and Hanna

HISTORY OF THE HOF KASERNE – Jerry
Mangas
By now we should know that Hof Kaserne was renamed by the US Army in 1948 as Kingsley Kaserne
after a USAAF member named Lt. David Kingsley
who was awarded the Medal of Honor for giving his
parachute to his wounded tail-gunner while on the
last flight of the B-17 "Opissonya" over Ploesti in
June 1944. If you haven’t read the complete story,
Gary Dempsey has it available at:
http://www.thedempseyarchives.com/kingsleystory.htm

But the story of the Kaserne's new namesake has
received less attention perhaps and is the story of
"Ein Oberfrankener Soldat", a German Army hero of
WW I and WW II and a real soldier's soldier,
Generalmajor Hans Hüttner.
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Generalmajor Hans Hüttner
1885 - 1956
Most of this story comes from
the website commemorating
“Carriers of The Knight’s
Cross” that chronicles the elite
group of German military men
that received this award. It
relates the main events of
Hüttner’s military career, starting as a Private First
Class and ending as a Major General (Generalmajor).
http://www.ritterkreuztraeger-193945.de/Infanterie/Heer-Startseite.htm
(Listed under "Heer")
Other portions come from his biography, and with my
comments in parenthesis.

Hans Hüttner was born on 19 November 1885 in
Hirschberglein by Geroldsgrün (in the district of
Naila) near Hof in Bayern (Bavaria), and graduated
from the local Volksschule as a Mason (Maurer)
working as a skilled tradesman after that.
On 23 October 1905, he joined the 6th Company of
the 19th Bavarian Infantry Regiment “King Viktor
Emanuel III of Italy,” in Erlangen, as a Private First
Class. He was promoted to Corporal in 1908 and
Junior Sergeant in 1913.
In WW I, Hüttner was a soldier of considerable
ability and was awarded the Iron Cross First Class
and the Bavarian Military Service Order 4th Class
(possibly “The Bavarian Order of Military Merit 4th
Class”) and the “Wound” badges, both Black and
Silver (wounded more than three times). He won the
highest award that the State of Bavaria could grant to
NCO's, the “Golden Award for Bravery.” In the
spring of 1918, he was wounded again in the great
battle (Grossen Schlacht) in France and his Regiment
Commander recommended him for promotion to
Officer. The Officer Corps of the 10th Bavarian
Infantry Brigade voted for him with (all) 23 votes and
Hüttner immediately was promoted to Lieutenant.
After the War, he transferred to the Reichswehr as a
First Lieutenant in the 15th Company of the 21st
Bavarian Regiment in Erlangen. This company
belonged to the Training Battalion of the Regiment.
He was promoted to Captain effective 1 February
1925, took over command of the 15th Company in
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Erlangen until 1927 and then led the 9th Company in
Bayreuth until 1934.
Because of his age, at the beginning of the
rearmament of the Wehrmacht and it's buildup in
1934 (in violation of the Versailles Treaty), Captain
Hüttner was transferred into the officer reserves,
however, because of his extraordinary abilities he
remained with the troops (on active duty?) and on 1
April, 1934, was promoted to the rank of Major (E).
In the autumn of 1935 he took over the command of
the Infantry Ergänzungs (a “Retread” unit) Battalion
38 in Hof/Saale which was integrated in Autumn of
1936 into the 42nd infantry regiment in Bayreuth as a
reserve-battalion. He remained there serving as a
Major until the outbreak of WW II.
Mentioned in his biography, but not at this site, were
tours with his engineering unit in Budweis, on the
Swiss border, in the "occupied zone," a stint in
France, as well as duty at Grafenwoehr.
The most interesting, for us, was his tour of duty in
Hof/Saale where he was in charge of the construction
of the then new Hof Kaserne starting in 1934.
In WW II he once again proved himself noteworthy
when he covered the retreat of a company, armed
only with a carbine. Because of his human guidance
and leadership his soldiers and officers admired him.
From the 1st of August, 1941 to the 31st of July,
1943 he served first as a Lt Colonel and then as
Colonel from the 1st of February, 1942, in the 520th
Infantry Regiment (changed to 520th Grenadier's
Regiment on 15 November 1942. Note 3) of the
296th infantry Division. It was in this position that he
was awarded the Knight's Cross (with Oak Leaves,
Swords and Diamonds) on the 4th of September
1942. (Note 2).
On the 15th August 1943 Colonel Hüttner became
Kommandeur of Osttruppen z.b.V. (zur besondern
Verwendung - for special duties, an active rear area
command) 709 in the 9th army area and later
Osttruppen z.b.V. 741 in the area of the Army group
A. (These were rear area commands immediately to
the rear of an active Front, before the area was turned
over to the Internal Security Forces). In January/
February, 1944 he led the remainder of the 167th
infantry division at Krementschug which was
disbanded after suffering "heavy losses"; from July to
December, 1944 he was the Commander of the
Festung/Fort Christiansund (in Norway), then
effectively transferred and promoted on the first of
January, 1945 to Major-General and (served) as
Commander of the Fortress Jyuimiden in the
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Netherlands from the 20th of January, 1945 until
“capitulation.” (bis zur Kapitulation). (VE Day). (A
bit of interesting military history here ... the
detachment, actually called the 703rd Division, at
Jyuiminden consisted only of 2 special Naval Ships
Detachments and the 787th Turkestan Infantry
Detachment!) (If my preliminary translation is
correct, at war's end, Hüttner disobeyed Hitler's direct
order to open the sea-dikes at Jyuminden in order to
flood the Polderlands, all the reclaimed land in
Holland below sea level, which caused Hitler to react
in "anger").

Hüttner was released from a British POW camp in
1947 and his 19-year-old daughter, Gerdi took him
home to Hof as a very sick man.
Major-General Hans Hüttner died on the 11th of
September 1956, in Hof/Saale, and was honored 30
years later, in April 1985, with the renaming of the
Kaserne in Hof (Kingsley Kaserne) as "General
Hüttner Kaserne," something he was involved with
creating.
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