Page 1 of 6

Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
<anthony.gambone@highmark.com>; <tammybales@hotmail.com>; <gina.rietschelinman@ramstein.af.mi>; <Rosieschof@aol.com>; <karincwjd@hotmail.com>; "william howell"
<williamhowell236@hotmail.com>; <bdlugos@wowway.com>; <Hansberger@earthlink.net>
Tuesday, July 26, 2005 10:53 PM
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Connection Update #201
July 26th, 2005
www.hofreunion.com

Nashville News....
The Discover Nashville sight seeing tour will be depart the Holiday Inn Select, Tuesday 0800,
Wednesday 0800, and Thursday 0800. The cost will be $20.00pp. The sight seeing tour
registration form is available on the Association Website: www.hofreunion.com
Hof Officials have established September 17-23, 2006, for the Hof/Saale Reunion. The Quality
Hotel will be the central point for activities. A tentitive Hof Reunion program will be provided at
the earliest possible date following the Nashville get together.
The Hof Reunion Association Board of Directors wish to express their graditude to the Loyal
Members that have been unable to participate in the Association annual event but have
continued to maintain their membership and provide unquestionable support for our fraternal
activities.
MOST RECENT NASHVILLE REGISTRATIONS:
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Jerry & Gudrun Robinson
John & Eva-Maria Slutz
Gary & Ann Schilling
Dick & Doris Kreuzer
Len & Karin Montie
Bernard Pieper

And from our webmeister, Barry Springsteen...
The form for registering for the "Discover Nashville" is now available on the Reunion website.

Hofer Webcams....
There are now many diffrent webcams in the Hof area.... this one we have posted before, but in the winter. It is
the Trinkwasserwerk in Pegel in Hof. When checking it, remember the time difference! And check the others out
while you are peeping!
http://www.wwa-ho.bayern.de/aktuell/webcams/webcam_pho.htm

Did you know...
While going over the membership roster I cam up with some interesting data:
We have 8 identified Hofers now living in Alaska. I guess they just couldn't get enough?
One living in British Columbia. Another glutton for punishment?
167 living, if you can call it "living", in California.
48 staying cool in San Antonio and another 20 looking for ice cold swiming pools in San Angelo. Something like
210 total now call themselves Texans.
One Hofer in Ukraine, one in Afghanistan and one in Japan. One in England.
Almost 150 in Florida. Unless there are more hurricanes.
What brought this all on was a "data sort" that I did with the latest membership roster, just to see who lived in
the local area near me. The Ruth's, the Toni's, Marianne Lengel and the Mangas' just had a mini breakfast
reunion in Chesapeke City and I thought I would try to drum something up in my local area. There are close to
70 of us still holding out here in the Keystone state.
Anybody who would like a pre-sorted roster, by state and zip code, please let me know at
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Coat of arms of Kreis Hof...

The Stadtschild displays two lions. They are from the arms of the counties of Weida and
Nuremberg, who subsequently ruled over the region in the early Middle Ages.
image:hof_district_coa.jpg

1/29/2007

Page 3 of 6

From www.free-definition.com

If you are chasing Hofer History...
City archives: Stadtarchiv Hof an der Saale
Unteres Tor 9
95028 Hof an der Saale
Germany
Tel.: 49-9281-815-621
Fax: 49-9281-815-621
Email: hof-07@hof.baynet.de
Web: http://www.hof.net/museum/hofarchi.htm

This WWW link to the archives is dead. Anybody have a current link? Ed.
Some archival info is also available via the Frankenpost including a rather horrifying segment on Krystalnacht in
the 30's.

Somebody reads the updates....
Not sure your aware of this, but the format of the Update for the past three or so have been off center and for
some of us who make copies of these occasionally it cuts off the right margin. Don't know what your doing now
that wasn't in the past but look it over and see what can be done. Thanks,
Dean Thompson
Hopefully that problem has been corrected with this update. Ed.

Another generation heard from....
My father, Charles E. Capps, served in the Air Force. I feel so foolish, trying to read his discharge papers, but it
looks like he served from APR 1958 to APR 1964. He was a translator, and I know that he served in Germany.
He was so incredibly proud of his service and his brother servicemen. We talked so many times of his efforts to
contact the men that he was with in Germany.
My dad passed away on June 27, 2005 at the VA Medical Center in Memphis, Tennessee.
I spent his last days with him, talking and laughing as always. Loving him unconditionally as so many daughters
do with their dads, I'm sure. It is still not real to me or my family that this great honeybear of a man could stop
being. The doctor said that his heart simply stopped, and, to me, that is just not possible.
I know that my dad has died. But, I have not yet received his ashes (Tennessee has their own timeframes and
ways of doing things), and without him home safely with us, we have not been able to plan a service of any kind.
There is just no reality to this.
I ask you, if you served with my father, if you knew him, please let me know. Please send pictures or stories or
memories. Whatever you can give will help our healing to begin. I hope.
I am so sorry to you, all, for such an impersonal contact as this, and I thank you, from my heart, for taking the
time to read this and for giving of yourselves so many years ago.
Chuck's Daughter,
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Rebecca Shelton
bashel13@aol.com
946 Chestnut Street
Collegeville, PA 19426
610-831-9486 Home
800-355-0808 ext 5852 work

Chuck was a -E at Hof during the early 60's. His ashes have now been received by the family, but the request
for your pictures, stories amd memories of Chuck still stands. Ed.

Re update #199 and "Inspection order"...
The part about the First Shirt expecting the barracks to be in inspection order at 9 AM after a mid is one
of the reasons I did not entertain re-upping. I actually liked my job (Czech 203 assigned to
interaction as a reporter)but of course the USAF did not employ civilians like the other allied countries
did. I could never understand that...after spending thousands of dollars on training they got maybe one
good year out of us and then cut us loose.
I do recall the unenviable job of CQ-runner which meant you had to actually go 'round the kaserne and
provide wake-up services! When I was promoted to A1C I had a few turns as mess-check which was OK until the
Army general and his entourage dropped in for lunch and I had no clue how much to charge them. Luckily,
there was an Army major who took pity on me and told me how much to ask for.
John Dorsch

More questions re our medical staff...
Who was the doctor who showed up at the Las Vegas reunion? If it was Haney, let me know. I still owe him
$10, which is more like $100 now.
New dispensary question: Who was the Adonis look-alike doctor? Blond, blue eyed, very handsome. It was
rumored that dependents made up illnesses just to get an exam from him.
Another new dispensary question: Who was the Major who was the dentist at the base, who previous to Hof
served in the jungles of Thailand? He was a terrific dentist and a heck of a nice guy, to boot.
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Re "Packing" and Payroll Runs...
Worked in Acct/Finance from 62/65 and also remember making the payroll runs in the Econolines.
Lt. Robinson would hand me the pistol to strap on and we would head south for the run. I often now wonder
what I would have do if I actually needed to use that pistol.
I don't believe I ever volunteered, but somehow was "selected" to go.
thanks for the memories,
Larry Berger

Kudos to the newly promoted Associate Junior Headhunter...
Phil Ruth came up with the following finds while poking around looking for his old old old classmates on
www.classmate.com and tried a new tack with Hof as the commonality. Look what he found! Makes him an "Ace"
in just one sitting!
James M. and Lois Hollier jim.hollier@gmail.com
Leonard and Connie Dignard, Bunell FL 303-949-2982
Jerry Brasier jerrybrasier@yahoo.com
Charles A Beard cabeard@earthlink.net
Walter Campfield Elicott City, MD
Leigh Common lcommon@satx.rr.com
Bill Cunningham bcunni777@yahoo.com
William Falck CCOORS1@msn.com

Hof Reunion updates...
CORRECTIONS & NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES:
=pdholmgren@yahoo.com
Paul Holmgren
Dean and Shirley Thompson = dsthompson@cableone.net
Gary Schilling (Correction) = bygary@sbcglobal.net
RENEWING MEMBERS:
Joe & Jean Ameling
FY6
Sam & Sylvia Brady
FY6
Smokey & Rosemarie Burgess FY6
Eddie Crump
FY6
Joe & Sue Everhardt
FY6
Paul & Donna Fullmer
FY6
John & Christa Bienko
FY6
Barry Brooks
FY6
Ken & Marianne Cash
FY6
Gerald & Cheryl Giles
FY6
Dan & Barbara Haywood
FY6
Paul Holmgren
FY6
Evans(Lee) & Shirley Ingram FY6
John Inman
FY6
Ken & Hannelore Kelley
FY6
Otha & Nelda Kennedy
FY6
Richard & Doris Kreuzer
FY6
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Tom & Ingrid Mikloiche
Len & Karin Montie
John Neiser
Larry & HeidiMarie Prince
Richard & Ellen O'Hara
Henry-Eleanor Quarterman
Lou Rocha
Bill & Carole Robinson
Harold & Helga Robinson
Del & Joyce Ross
Danny & Brigitte Sandifer
Gary & Ann Schilling
Harvey & Chong-Cha Schmit
Gary & Lorraine Stanford
Mark & Linda Taber
Dean & Shirley Thompson
Joe & Patricia Tortorete

FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6

NEW MEMBERS:
Lew & Susan Krieg
Tobyhanna PA krieg@noln.com
Joe & Marge Lucido
Hamilton, NJ
Lucidos87@aol.com
Gerald & Gayle Mitchell Fillmore, CA
805-524-7336

DONATION:
John & Christa Bienko
Eddie Crump
Dick Kreuzer

$6
$10
$15

NEW FINDS:
See above
FINAL FLYBY LIST:
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
WARNING
The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and thus protected from disclosure.
If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us
immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. Thank you
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
<anthony.gambone@highmark.com>; <tammybales@hotmail.com>; <gina.rietschelinman@ramstein.af.mi>; <Rosieschof@aol.com>; <karincwjd@hotmail.com>; "william howell"
<williamhowell236@hotmail.com>; <bdlugos@wowway.com>; <Hansberger@earthlink.net>
Tuesday, August 02, 2005 10:07 PM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #202(JM)Book open

Connection Update #202
8/3/2005
www.hofreunion.com
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Update # 202

31 July 2005

The Board of Directors wish to remind Association Members and Non-Members that pre-registration for
the Nashville Reunion is a requirement for participation in our well planned event. Tickets must be ordered
in advance. Name Tags are a major source of control and must be produced in advance. Person's who
have not properly registered will not be allowed to participate in any organized activity and will be asked to
leave. All properly registered participants are requested to wear their names tags while at the Holiday Inn
Select and when participating in organized activities.
If you have misplaced your registration forms, reply to hofreunion@dejazzd.com for help.
MOST RECENT NASHVILLE REGISTRATIONS:
Gisela Blankenship
Patricia Schiermeister

Take a dive with us into the Holiday Inn Select Pool or Jacuzzi!
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(pic by ye ed)
The un-reserved block of rooms at the Holiday Inn Select in Nashville will be released for sale to the
general public on 8/19/05. What this means to you procrastinators or late arrivals is that you are now
taking your chances at being able to reserve a room at the Reunion rate of $72.00 per nite. 112 rooms
have been reserved as of this morning, not counting the Board Members and people with campers or
staying or who live locally. If you have sent in your registration but not made a reservation, I would do so
soon!

The phone number you need is 1-800-633-4427 and the registration code is
"HRA". Operators are standing by.

Re who is living where...
it seems that I should not have classified all people living in Texas as Texan. Perhaps a new classification
of "Transplanted-to-Texas-but-not- totally-happy-to-be-there" should be added?
A quote from Charlie Epperson: "I do

indeed live in Texas, but am in no way a Texan nor do I call
myself
one. I am a Tennesseean, and will remain so until the end. I just happen to live in Texas."

All right, then.
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Re Gluttons for punishment (Update #201)...
I was one of the gluttons for punishment, lived in Anchorage, Alaska 70-75. Weather was better than Hof.
Most times,the weather Christmas Day in Alaska was better than the weather in North GA. No
BS. Presently back home in Kentucky

Bill Bowles

Re: Chuck Capps (Update #200):
"I can not thank you all enough. If one person is heard from, and we can thank them on behalf of my
father, it will mean more than words can tell. Sincerely.
Perhaps only you, as a veteran, can appreciate how much my father's 'brothers' meant to him and how
deeply proud he was to have served his country. My dad impressed these ideals upon us over his entire
lifetime, gently but consistently. It would be such an honor for us to be able to say 'Thank you' to his
brothers for him - thank you for serving, for being in his life and safeguarding ours.
Dad so loved his time in the service.
Seeing that letter in print is beyond my scope of expression.
Please accept my sincerest gratitude."
Becky Shelton bashel13@aol.com

Please include Rod & Marion Pintello in the next update for Nashville Registration. We
entered their name as a new members but failed to include Rod & Marion in the
Nashville Registration update #198. Sorry for the error.
Nate Sparks

On mini-reuinions from Tom Mikloiche
I posted the Hunter Mountain ( http://www.huntermtn.com/summer_festivals_gaf.html ) info in the
News letter a while back but didn't hear from Russ (Vandermartin) so I just sent him a reminder that we're
going... So far here's the PROBABLE attendee list subject to change
Stu & Marcey Sturdevant
Peggy Adams - Daughter Jeanette and Son-in Law Jim
Dave & Karen Dickson
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Ken & Gay Kielbania
Jim McGovern
Bernie Pieper
Paul Genung
Jim & Cindy Miller
Tom & Inga Mikloiche
+ 7 Local friends who just want to meet all these OLD AIR FORCE FRIENDS of ours
Joey Trujillo & Walter & Evelyn Robinson have NOT CONFIRMED nor do we expect them to attend at
this time
Then there's always a possibility of a few "SURPRISE" guests... Tom can be reached at
thomas.mikloiche@pw.utc.com
And again:

I want to start a small coffee group if
possible. I don't know many because I
was in the 602/606 while I was there.
About all the guys I knew are dead, I
guess AC&W electrons must have
affected us. I do know John and Christa
Bienko. We live about 20 houses from
them. Thanks again.
Dave Weaver Daven5n@sbcglobal.net
Dave lives in San Antonio and my
statesort roster says that about 50 other
Hofers have a San Antonio address! Could
be a great mini-meet!

Internet and computer security....
You are all aware that the connection update is now being published via hofreunion@dejazzd.net . The old
hofreunion@fast.net addy is slowly fading into the sunset. BUT...
Yesterday as I cleared messages still coming in at that address I found that we had received 3 messages
inviting the Group to represent different individuals or companies for extravagant amounts of money, just
supply our credit bonafides and personal information to verify our good intentions, and two letters from
Ebay, one telling us that there are irregularities in our Ebay account (You didn't know Hof Reunion had an
Ebay account? Neither did I.) and the other telling us that our Credit Card (ending in 8778) needed to be
updated. I/we don't have any cards like that and Ebay never asks for your card numbers. Plus several
wanting to sell the Reunion Group all kinds of performance enhancing vitamin and herbal supplements for
those special moments we share.
My point here is that the Hofreunion@fast dot net address went to and was used by a select and limited
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number of people. No more than 600 or so. It was also posted on several reunion/military sites and was
posted on www.hofreunion.com. It has possibly been picked up by the web-crawlers or worse, via a Trojan
or worm infecting somebody's system, and is now being used by all sorts of nasty people. They probably
got your address at the same time
Someone in our select group is running around, butt computer-naked on the internet!
If your computer is not protected, if you are playing on the internet with out taking the proper
precautions, you not only endanger yourself but ALL OTHERS whose addresses are in your address book!
You are quite liable to catch AIDS. Artificial Intelligence Disability Syndrome. Protection is NOT
simple. It involves effort on your part. If you are not using a continually updated anti-virus program (read update daily), if you are not using a 2-way firewall, and (XP's firewall is only one way!), if you are not
using anti-spyware and adware programs, if you are seeing pop-up and pop-under ads and worse,
responding to them, if you try to go to the google website and your computer takes you elsewhere, and if
your operating systems and programs are not religiously updated, you endanger us all as well as
everybody in your address book! All this and you could still get hurt if you don't pay attention.
Want to find out just how naked your computer really is? Start here: https://www.grc.com/x/ne.dll?
bh0bkyd2 . Steve Gibson has been around since the days of the Atari 800 and provides quite a service
here. Go down to ShieldsUP! Services and start at the top left with "file sharing" and work your way across
and down. Hopefully you are in full stealth mode? If not, let me know?
To avoid preaching to the choir, if you want more/need information, and somebody out there does, just
reply to this update with your query and I will pass along what I know and have collected (Tnx also to Ken
Kelly, Barry Springteen and Phil Murray and Phil Ruth for input).
"The Price of Freedom is Eternal Vigilance". True then and true now.

Our medical staff...
We posted a couple of questions in past updates regarding some of our medical staff and this led to an
series of messages from Steve Lawrence and Jack Farrell. Jack also has provided 7 new names for the
headhunters!
________________________________
Jerry: Ho, boy. Good old military medicine. I loved it. You actually got to help people, unlike
most military jobs. But it was like any other medicine, some good - some bad. While I met some
truly superior physicians and nurses over those few years, the best and brightest med school grads
didn't tend to gravitate to a military career. In my experience (and this is pure generalization with
many exceptions to the rule,) those docs and nurses who were officers first, physicians second,
were some of the least medically skilled.
Some of the preceding memories don't have associated dates so let's start with me and the folks I
remember:
I was assigned to Hof in March 1964 to March 1967. Got there as an A2C. Promotions were few
and far between for that AFSC but I managed to make A1C by the time I left; those who followed
were making SSgt in under 4 years. Vietnam, I guess. The medical staff when I got there
included:
Dr. (Capt) Dalton - don't recall his first name. A nice guy in an excessively military way, a decent
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physician, worked with him for a year or so but didn't get to know him well.
Dr. ? - I'm ashamed not to remember his name 'cause he was a truly fine man and an excellent
doctor. Floyd something? We only worked together a few months, he was replaced by . . .
Dr. Mikolatos - A Greek expatriate reminiscent of Zorba the Greek. Introduced me to my first
Ouzo. One time. How anyone can drink that stuff I'll never understand. As he told it, the Greek
government wanted to arrest him for skipping out on military service or some such. But he would
disappear for days, then recount slipping through Yugoslavia and being smuggled into Greece to
visit family. A truly laid-back guy who made no distinction between officer and enlisted or on
duty vs.. off duty relationships. I liked him but wouldn't have let him lay a hand on me.
Dr. Bergstrom (I think) - Assigned in '65, replacing Dr. Dalton, I believe. Tall, good looking, well built,
worked hard at maintaining his weight. He could be Dr. Adonis but it would have to be in the '65 '66 - '67 time frame. Drove a Jag XKE. I remember leaning under the hood with him a couple of
times while he explained how a special toilet paper oil filter system allowed him to never change
the oil. All you had to do was change the toilet paper roll every 1,000 miles or so. A pretty good
physician, as I recall. If memory serves, he was the first single officer to move into the newly
completed BOQ that they built behind the building housing the dispensary. His room was a lot
nicer than mine.

And in a world of "Servicemen" and "Airmen"...
It is sometimes easy to forget that in Hof/Saale we had "Servicewomen" working with us. Not many, but
the few and proud nurses that served with us bear remembering.
Jack also provides us with thumbnail sketches of some of the nurses that he served with as a medic in
the mid sixties. I am sure a few of you will remember them?
Ellen Boucher, Nurse(Capt who made Major at Hof) - Only worked with her a few months. A
tough, older military nurse who was a first rate, caring, care giver who took no grief from doctors,
patients, or knotheads of any variety.
Dorothy Cucka, Nurse (ditto Capt to Major) - Another no nonsense highly skilled military nurse. We
had two relationships: On duty and off duty. On duty, I could do nothing right and we might not
talk for days. Off duty she was more humane. She had a car, a '61 Karmann Ghia 1500 (the big
one) that I bought from her when she rotated home. I loved that car, shipped it home when I
rotated. Almost got arrested once by the main gate AP who saluted the officer's sticker on the
windshield but didn't get a return salute from the lowly airman behind the wheel. He stopped me,
hand on sidearm, and demanded to know how I came to be driving an officer's car. That handon-sidearm sure made me nervous.
Rita Flannigan Nurse, (Capt) - Replaced Boucher late '64 or early '65. Had striking prematurely
silver hair. (Something like mine these days.) One of my best friends in Hof and a truly fine nurse.
Hof was easy duty for her, having come to Hof from air-evac duty out of Saigon where she spent
her days in the air treating GI's wounded in combat who were being flown to Tokyo or Honolulu
for treatment, repair, rebuild, etc. "Tough duty!", she said. She rented a house in town from a
really nice old German lady. Traveled extensively around Europe (Rome, Belgium, Holland,
German castles, Dachau, Flossenberg, etc.)

Go to: http://www.hofreunion.com/6064/page_8.html and
http://www.hofreunion.com/6064/page_9.html for some of Jack's pics. Also
http://www.hofreunion.com/6569/page_4.html, and
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http://www.hofreunion.com/6569/page_5.html

_____________________________________
From Steve Lawrence:

Now, to more important matters: Dispensary Tales.
Jack (Farrell, above) left the air station the year I arrived. He certainly has better tales to tell of
the staff than I. I never required serious attention, save for a bit of dental work when my jaw
locked up due to an infection.
When I was time for my son to be born, the transition by ambulance to Nürnberg Army hospital
was done quickly and smoothly, with me chasing the flashing light down the Autobahn.
I believe it was Dr. Bergstrom from Jack's description (although I can't remember his name) who
provided healthcare and guidance regarding my son's health. The doctor was blond, very good
looking in an Adonis sort of way, with just a hint of under laying baby fat to suggest a perhaps
chubby childhood.
He immediately put my chubby new-born on a low-fat diet, including skimmed milk. He
explained that if one does not drop the baby fat during the first couple of years, it stay with the
child, causing teenage and adult obesity. His insights made good sense to me, and his regimen
was strictly followed. My son grew up to be a tall, muscular, thin man without his dad's
borderline weight problem.
One of the more amusing doctors I remember (the name Erpelding keeps pushing to the front of
my mind) was assigned to the dispensary in, I think 1969 or 1970. He was a young, very friendly,
unassuming chap, and his arrival on base created quite a stir. (There is nothing close to that name
in the latest roster. Ed)
Right out of medical school, he probably never saw an officer's indoctrination course before he
was assigned to Hof. His first days were spent wearing wing-tip shoes with his dress blues. He'd
smile and wave when saluted by the enlisted ranks.
The station commander, Col. McAuliffe, who ran a pretty tight show, quickly assigned a battery
of officers to whip him into military shape. Yes sir, there was no room for smiling and waving
officers, here.
Dr. Erpelding, if that was his name, came around pretty well. Until it was discovered that when
he excused himself after examining a patient, which he always did, he was scooting back to his
office to check his medical manuals to confirm his suspicions. Better that than the wrong
treatment, I guess. In the end, I believe the good doctor became the ranking officer and
commanded the dispensary.
Best,
Steve Lawrence
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_____________________________________________And from a less than satisfied customer...

I don't know if this is the same doctor mentioned in the "Questions from the past..."
section of the July 13th newsletter, but during my stay at the 6915th an inflamed cyst
developed on my neck behind my left ear. It was partially removed in a literal tug of war
by a Dr. (Blank) who kept pulling on the string he wrapped around the cyst after trying to
dig it out with a scalpel. My head kept being pulled up and bounced back down on the
table when his grip slipped. He kept referring to an open book on the nearby desk,
frequently flipping pages like he was searching for something/anything. This was worse
than running down to his office for research. He stuffed gauze into the hole in my head
(no comments please), stitched it partially closed and told me to come back in a week.
Three days later the itching was so bad I went back to his office and another doctor was
there (TDY from another place, I think) and wanted to know why I had not come in the
day after the surgery to repack the wound. It seems the healing process had started to
claim the gauze as a permanent part of me. You can understand why I remember Dr.
(Blank's)' name after 40 years. Dan McKown, 29450, Charlie Trick, 1/1963-1/1966,

Anybody remember weather like this?
More like Iowa than Bayrischer Siber. The storm happened 30/7/05 at 10PM.

pic by Frankenpost.
From the Frankenpost Online: http://www.frankenpost.de/nachrichten/bilddestages/resyart.phtm?
id=831380&PHPSESSID=85b38b65fece76d6ce12e0ebb85f06a4 per the caption, there were no injuries to
65 school children but it took some heavy equipment to clear the pathway. I think I'll have "Ein Glass
Kulmbacher weil Ich warte, Bitte!". Quite a few buildings "wurde abgedeckt" between Wunsiedel and Hof,
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including a bakery in Leopoldsgrün.

On a lighter note:

The Hofer Folk Fest is up and running and thanks to CA Russell who supplied this link, we can check in
via:

http://www.hofer-volksfest.de/

And I know my brain cells are aging....
But this is something I don't remember taking part in, in Hof. Ever! Just what is...

"Red Nose Day in Hof"...

pic by the Frankenpost
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from: http://www.frankenpost.de/unterhaltung/bildergalerie/20050307_rednoseday/index.phtm?
bild=p3058490&seite=1

Coming up next week in #203....
Vow Vay Stories
A preliminary report, possibly, on Hof2006?
Stay Tuned!

CORRECTIONS & NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Dean & Shirley Thompson = dsthompson@cableone.net
RENEWING MEMBERS:
Lloyd & Carol Brown
Rob & Jean Epperson
Havey & Linda Harris
Tom & Donna Knight
Pat Schiermeister
Ray & Frieda Schuety
Jerry & Helen Sommer
Roy & Claudia Tiller
Oliver & Linda White

FY9
FY6
FY6
FY6
WE6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6

NEW MEMBERS:
DONATION:
Pat Schiermeister

$15

NEW FINDS:
Recent Finds will be posted in Update 203
FINAL FLYBY LIST:
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Tuesday, August 09, 2005 11:35 PM
VWgordyallbrittonMay65.jpg; VWChagueandSadlerand.jpg; VWCARon the CAR.jpg;
VWHiSPEED Pursuit.jpg; vwjackfarrellandarmy.jpg; VWaltstadt-.jpg
Hof Connection Update #203(LONG ISSUE)JM Book one and two

Hof Connection update #203
www.hofreunion.com
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
8/10/05

DISCOVER NASHVILLE TOUR
The “Discover Nashville” sight seeing tour is $20.00 pp. We recommend that persons
scheduled to attend the Tuesday, Grand Old Opry Show and the Wednesday, General
Jackson Luncheon Cruise & Show, select Thursday morning to take the “Discover
Nashville” sight seeing tour. If you are not participating in the General Jackson
Luncheon Cruise, we recommend the Wednesday morning "Discover Nashville" sight
seeing tour. Members not attending the Grand Ole Opry Show, Tuesday, may want to
take the Tuesday morning sight seeing tour. All “Discover Nashville” Tour buses will
depart the Holiday Inn Select at 0800, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Registration
forms can be printed from the Association Website: www.hofreunion.com or a hand
written form should include your name, preferred tour day, and amount submitted.
Checks will be made payable to:
Hof Reunion Association. Mail to P.O. Box 276883, Sacramento, CA 95827-6883
______________________

Make your Holiday Inn Select Reservations today. Don’t take a chance on
having to pay the prevailing rate of $100.00 a night (No Breakfast).
The phone number is 1-800-633-4427 and the registration code is "HRA".
Operators are standing by.
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___________________________
Nashville Reunion pre-registration is required for all who wish to participate in the Hof
Reunion Association well planned get together. Tickets must be ordered in advance.
Name Tags are a major source of control and must be produced in advance. Person’s who
have not properly registered will not be allowed to participate in any organized activity
and will be asked to leave. All properly registered participants are requested to wear their
names tags while at the Holiday Inn Select and when participating in organized activities.
We appreciate the support and cooperation demonstrated by 99% of the Association
membership.
Nashville Reunion Participants: Effective today, we can't refund Grand Ole Opry
and General Jackson cancellations unless another Nashville Reunion participant
purchases them.

We have 2 remaining "Grand Old Opry" and 2 General Jackson Luncheon & Show
Tickets available on a first come - first served basis.
MOST RECENT NASHVILLE REGISTRATIONS:
Gisela Blankenship & Anna Flamos
Joe Dernoga
Ken Meadows
C. Wade & Phyllis Nottingham
Patricia Schiermeister
Billy Thomas
John Wible
Gene Wetzel

And another medics story...
Hi Jerry, great job w/the newsletter. Carol & I are looking fwd to seeing you two in Nashville.
I served @ the 6915th/B Flt as a 203/-1 fm July '62 'till late August '64 & recall a handsome
base medical officer named Capt.Dalton-Edward B., I believe. I have an authorization slip
w/his stamped name which I received fm the base clinic after I had been stung on the lip at
the ball field near Ops while imbibing a brew during a B Flt picnic/FIGMO party for the lucky
few of us who had been selected for early release because we chose not to re-up. I believe
that I can locate the slip & I'll bring a copy w/me to Nashville-it's a handwritten request to the
chow hall to "Give this man some baking soda". My recollection is that Dr. Dalton met a
beautiful dark-haired woman who, I seem to recall, was visiting friends or relatives who were
stationed in Hof & she & Dr. Dalton eventually became engaged to marry & because the
woman was Catholic Dr. Dalton chose to convert to that faith & was taking instruction fm
Father Wilde (?sp?). I seem to recall spotting Dr. Dalton clutching a church-related book &
heading for Father Wilde's office. Fellow B Flt -1 Bruce Gallagher was very close to Fr. Wilde
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& he may remember more about the details if you're interested. Bruce was also among the
group of us who were released early. I had never heard the bit about dependents making up
reasons to be "treated" by Dr. Dalton if he is the individual in question. I saw him once of
twice for minor ailments & recall that he had a very pleasant manner.
The other medical officer at the time was a dark-haired physician who hailed fm the
Philadelphia area & had attended Jefferson Medical College, I believe. He gave me my
discharge physical & we had a nice chat when he learned that I was going to return to my
hometown of Margate NJ w/which he was familiar. I cannot recall his name but would
probably recognize it if I were to see it.
Regards, Dan & Carol Scanny

Another Jack Farrell story:
Oh, yeah, I do want to give you my Econoline pickup story:
If anyone had to ride a dispensary vehicle to the Nürnberg Army Hospital from early '65 to early '67,
either as an emergency or as a routine shuttle trip, it's likely that I was the driver. Usually, the trip was
made in either the big blue Pontiac or the smaller Mercury ambulance. If there were just one or two
passengers, I might have to drive the crackerbox (field) ambulance which I hated. The Pontiac had
something like 450 horsepower, after all, so was much more fun, especially on that long straight stretch
through Bayreauth. But there was that one time when I had a single passenger who had to get to
Nurnberg for a doctor visit. Someone had the bright idea that the trip could be made more
economically in one of the motor pool's new Econoline pickups. Whoever bought those things should
be prosecuted. It was so light that we bounced most of the way to Nurnberg, especially on that
curvy cobblestone section of the autobahn south of Bayreuth. The backend was so light, and the
weather was just cold enough, that it had a disconcerting tendency to lose traction with little
provocation. So we bounce down to Nurnberg, I pick up some supplies and my passenger sees his
doctor. We're heading back, late afternoon, and it has gotten colder. Now there's real ice on the road
and I'm being real careful, probably driving about 40-50 kph. We top a rise and start down the hill.
Dead ahead maybe a couple of hundred meters, 2 cars have had an accident. The cars are sprawled
across both lanes, there are 2 cop cars on both shoulders, and about half a dozen people milling
around. Between the wrecked cars is a narrow space that I didn't think was wide enough to get the
Econoline through. But I have lots of time to stop, right? I knew I didn't want to use the brakes on the
ice in that under weight pickup so I shift very gently into second gear and ease in the clutch. Wrong
move. The back end whips around - to the left, I think - and I'm fighting to keep that light weight piece
of tin from just spinning down the hill or off the road. I try the brakes easy but no joy. We're sliding on
the ice right into those cars while I'm fighting the wheel back and forth, trying to maintain some kind of
control, trying to straighten it out. The cops and bystanders dive for the side of the road. The Econoline
is going left, right, left, right. And right between the 2 disabled cars blocking the road. I don't
remember going between them, only that one second they were in front of me and the next second
they were in the mirror. I managed not to lose total control, the road leveled out, and all of sudden
we're tracking straight on down the autobahn. My passenger, probably more scared than I was,
complimented me on my driving. I told him the truth: it was either pure luck or God at work because I
don't know why we didn't hit those cars. We got back to Hof with no further incident but that was the
last time I let anyone assign me one of those death traps. Did I go back to check in with the German
cops? Not on your life. I boogied.
So, that's my story. One of many adventures during those ambulance runs. Edit it any way you need to,
if you can use it.
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And a Fow Vay story or three or even four:

Gordy Allbritton and his VW
____________________________

My Veedub still had the split rear window. And the tiny tail lights. Mine always started, always ran,
never got me stuck even in the deepest snow. I remember going out to the parking lot several times,
after heavy snow fall, and finding nothing but snow mounds where the cars should be. Now where did I
park that thing last night? Find the car, brush off the windshield and the rear air vent, heat the key, pry
open the door, start the car and drive off pushing 2 or 3 feet of snow. My heater worked pretty good.
On or off, hot or cold. If it was cold enough to turn the little wheel to on, it was cold enough for all the
way on. What I hated was its inability to defrost the inside of the windshield. These days I drive a 4
wheel drive Explorer which will climb a wall if it can get traction but I have less faith in its severe weather
capabilities than I had in that old tired VW. It was an adventure.
Jack Farrell
_______________________________________
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Chague and Sadler on the road....
________________________________________
And another:
I had my own 47 custom VW, split rear window had been replaced by a single unit. And a bud vase added to the
inside to add a little class. But the transmission was pure crash-box. My poor wife, Pat, learned to drive a nonsynchro on that thing. I do remember the headlights were great in snow and fog since the high-side cut-off was
so sharp. Heavy 2nd or 1st gear fog and you couldn't tell it was out there until you hit the high beams. But what
was really criminal about the Vow Vay was the heating/defrosting system! You had to peek thru those little spots
down in the corners of the windshield to stay between the dotted and the slashbarred markers. But we used it
heavily in the winter as a drift buster, spiked tires on the rear, going out at night just to go blasting thru the fresh
powder south of Hof towards the Fichtel. Got stuck in a drift one night when I swung off the road in my
confidence to avoid an oncoming Mox Nix truck. Walked down to a Gashaus nearby, told the guys I was stuck out
there and my wife was Schwanger (which she was) and they all piled out into the snow and pushed us out. I
bought three rounds for the house. What fun. Probably the best sales night in a long time for the Inhalter in that
little tiny Dorf.
Ye Ed.
_____________________________
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What you did when you didn't have a VW in Bavarian Siberia...
Or at least what CA Russell did in his desperate moments...

And then there is a story featuring a VW that could have been a Cold War Incident all by itself!
_____________________________________

The Plum Wine Fow Vay...
First: From the Glossary:

Slivovitz... A plum wine with legendary capabilities that roused befuddled GI's to amazing heights and
accomplishments...

____________
The following legend comes from Pete Lukasiak to prove that very point. To protect his
“sources” from the long arm of the CID and the OSI, all names have been removed.

____________
One late-fall 1961 evening, several 6915ers @ Jakes grew agitated over comments from several 606ers,
circumstantially seated nearby. Parties knew each other well.
Repartee blossomed--self-assessed hormonal superiority's, merits of regional alcohol varieties, consumption
abilities, and other, equally lofty topics.
Discussion, enhanced by organizational friction, was aided by lubricous additions of 'free' Steinheger in
Jakes' traditional quieting of such potentially explosive exchanges. Steinheger had cleared many minds at Jakes.
At a point, peace was reached and a group decision made to conduct--that evening---a privately
funded expedition for new "plum wine" distilled in a certain hamlet, which happened to be located in a nearby
country.
Logic, recalled: new plum crop made effort worthwhile; expediter knew about this Czech distillery from a CID
guy and had a map to get there; hour was not too late; participants were "off" until Monday "days"; and, of
course, hormonal balances were challenged.
Expedition vehicle, 4th-or 5th-generation 49 green Beetle with "turn flappers," US military plate, dents,
rust, cracked side-window, and an Ami-ownership history--seemed able to support quest.
Team seemed well-equipped: Two spoke local Deutsche; expediter had a 'restricted' map of 5K
and Czech roads as well as a hand-drawn map of a certain roadway leading to distillery.
Team left Jake's just before midnight.
Twenty-two hours later, with one empty Czech-language-labeled glass-bottle, marked by that very
distillery, team returned, though not without incident.
There was a drawing for who kept that empty bottle; winner still supports concept of chance in life.
All parties made their Monday "days" shift.
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Some say Czech newspaper reported military developments during that very weekend and that border
activities were reported in Hof/Salle press.
Expedition vehicle developed several long gouges high on its roof which drew questions never answered.
Gouges made vehicle worth more @ resale when owner rotated.
Bottle, shipped to the US before rotation in a special box made by Kaserne carpenter, remains empty today
in that velvet-lined box in bedroom closet. Bottle and box will be passed to oldest grandson with a note about
the value of life.
_______________________________

High Speed pursuit?

by Joe Dernoga....

About VW's! They roll and roll well. I was in two rollovers, don't remember the first one very
well, see if you can figure out why. It was driven by a guy from the 602nd, think his name was
Neil Flaherty or something like that. He had been a race car driver of some kind and he had the
famous two speeds, stop and gofast. He took me out one night in an Austin Healy borrowed
from a G.D. guy and I can tell you it was one of the few times in my life that I was scared.
The second time was with the whole crypto staff in Hof at the time; the infamous bunch,
Parks, Pehrs, and Dernoga. Of course we had some NCO's around but they were more TTY
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repair oriented and didn't really understand this new fangled electronic, digital technology we
used in the KW-26s and KG13s.
Anyhow, the VW was driven by Jim Ard (missing), who was in telephone repair.
We rolled and ended upside down. The bad problem with being in the back seat is the damn
battery acid drips down on you. Plus it sticks because all the dirt from the floor has already
come down; being upside down in a VW is not a good thing.
The four of us rolled it back over and proceeded to party. I think this was Ard's last good bash
before he got married to Vera. He kind of slowed down after that; must be some kind of energy
drain.
Joe Dernoga

____________________________

Took a threat of more hurricanes to get this story from Doug Wampole, currently a non-member...
Gosh, I better join up to see this issue. The only thing I can think of (so you won't send another hurricane, if
nothing else) is our trip around Bavaria in that old VW we had. You know the details probably better than me. I
just remember the camping gear on the roof rack, four of us inside, the fabric sunroof rolled back and the
variation in speed from 25 mph uphill to, what, 70 mph downhill with all that weight (and quite a bit of wine if
memory serves)? Anyway, I was either on the gas or on the brakes..full pressure. I can't remember what year it
was. Early 50's, I think. One of the six previous owners had changed the brakes from mechanical to hydraulic and
replaced the two-piece back window with a modern one-piece. And I can't describe the color.
The other story I would have is that very shortly after purchasing that car, the plate holding the points in the
distributor came loose from the base of the distributor and when the cam came around the whole points unit
would move. I stuck a Q-tip between the base wall and the plate to keep the plate from moving, thus allowing the
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points to create the gap. Of course, the Q-tip had to be replaced periodically as it eventually compressed from the
pressure of the plate. So, every time Pat called to tell me she was at the NCO club, where she worked, to tell me
that the car wouldn't start, I'd tell to get another Q-tip from the glove box break a small piece off and stick it in the
distributor. She had someone at the club do this for her, of course. Can't remember the managers name, but
he was normally the one to do it. Saved me from driving to the base every other week of so. I sold the car to the
couple that rented our house when we left.....with a lifetime supply of Q-tips. Oh, and 6 cans of red Krylon spray
paint that I was going to paint it with. Never got around to that. That might be a good thing.
Doug Wampole
___________________________________
Fow Vay's and I go way back to 1962, before Uncle Sam needed me to keep the world free. They were economical, easy to
fix yourself and seemed to go places that require 4X4s today. My first car, before the Air Force, was a Karmann Ghia. I put
it places in the Rocky Mountains that only Jeeps dared to lay down tread. The only thing that stopped it was driving so high
that it ran out of air. I sold it when it started shifting into neutral all by itself.
I followed the Ghia with a gray-market, 1965 Fow Vay beetle. I left it with friends in Colorado while getting Basically
Trained at Lackland, and had it at USAFSS Hq. on Kelly AFB. My parents sold it for me during December 1967, after I
shipped out to Hof AS. Three months later, the guy who bought it brought it back. Seems the engine seals blew out into the
heat boxes and the entire interior of the Bug was misted with black oil -- obviously a case of new-driver abuse, in my
opinion.
After a couple of months in Hof, I couldn't stand walking back to base through the slush, freezing in the wet cold at 3 a.m.
from the Traube bar, nibbling at salty "Pomme-frites" wrapped in newspaper. I had to have a car. It was a case of simple
survival. And when in Germany ....
I lusted after a BMW. But the Bimmers (the cars) simply weren't in my airman's budget. And the Beemers (BMW
motorcycles) didn't quite seem to be what Hoferisch weather required, as much as I'd have loved to ride one, even with a side
hack for the snow.
That pretty much left Fow Vays. As luck would have it, a young officer with one foot on the PCS train was fire-selling his
1500 Fow Vay fastback sedan made for export to the U.S. It was priced more than a West German-spec Beetle, but it was
more car than a Beetle, too. This one didn't have indecent mileage, and the red leatherette interior looked good against the
ghostly white exterior with its hint of rust below the headlights. What the heck: a bit of haggling, and it was mine. Didn't I
owe myself something, facing three years in Bayrisches Sibirien? And I did begin to notice that having that blue, officers
decal on my Fow Vay got me in and out of the front gate, even during the few times that they were "locked" to out-going
enlisted men living on the base (such as myself!).
Fow Vay 1500 fastbacks weren't nice to work on. You darn near had to drop the engine just to change the fan belts! But it
went fast and securely down the road, and, as I'd learn, could plow through the snow as well as any Fow Vay out there.
The snow test came during 1968 Fasching (of course). It was snowing madly when the Gasthaus hosting that evening's
festivities quieted the band and cleared the dance floor. The young woman with whom I'd been enjoying the music needed a
ride home so we started out into the night.
Where do you live? I'll show you, she answered. We drove out of town and she directed me onto what must have been in
good weather a dirt road. The snow got deeper and deeper. I began to get the nervous feeling that the drifts we were hitting
were window high. But hey, Es macht nichts; es Fasching! And the young woman seemed to be enjoying the adventure.
Way up the side of some barren hill, with visibility maybe 20 feet, I was creeping along dead-slow across the slope when a
dark figure appeared out of the swirling whiteness. He was wearing one of those round, gray-green billed caps and a long,
matching trench coat that nearly covered his high-topped boots. He was waving for us to stop.
Oh, crap! I think was my thought, wonder if we were sitting on the Czechoslovakia boarder. I hadn't seen a 5-K sign, but
that probably didn't mean a thing on a back road, pitch black, during a blizzard.
Wonderful. The figure was a "friendly:" a Bundesrepublik Grenzeschutzpolizei, or some such muck. He climbed into the
rear seat and shook the snow from his great coat and hat, informing us (I think) that we were about half a "click" from the
boarder, and what did we think we were doing out there anyway?
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The young woman, turning in her seat, took instant command, which was fine by me as my Deutsch wasn't up to
conversation with police yet, and no one in the Fow Vay, except me, spoke any English. I slowly began to understand that he
actually was quite happy to have a warm place out of the snow and would go with us into Hof, as he was heading home
anyway. My friend turned on the charm and the warmth. I had no idea what all she was saying, but I began to think she was
pretty close to climbing into the back seat with our guest. Nothing more was said about why we were out there or where we
were going.
We drifted back down the hill, busting through piles of snow that came up at us over the nose of the car, on what couldn't
have been a road. I was very relieved that we didn't high-center, finally making it to a real road leading back into town.
We dropped the boarder patroller where he wanted, and my friend directed me through the Stadtmitte to her address: a few
doors down from Die Silber Spindel nightclub. All that just go a few blocks, I thought.
Crunching up the hill over the frozen slush, I made it back to the barracks around 04.00, and was at work at 07.30, of course.
I "bled" through the day, but, miracles of miracles, at 17.00, I was ready to go find more adventures. Life was truly a
carnival.
Steve Lawrence
____________________________________
There is another VW Variant story, a Porsche engined VW Variant station wagon story, driven by an nameless ASA softstripe driver with a nameless ASA USAEUR First Sergeant on board, and also, somehow and coincidentally two nameless
USAFSS NCO's, driving down a two lane road well up in the British Zone in the Hartz Mountains and following alongside,
they thought, the Zonengrenze. Realizing, luckily and suddenly, that the cobblestone road had grass growing up through the
cracks and at the same time noticing that the two soldiers on bicycles further down the road were wearing the wrong greenish
color uniforms, and further, and even more luckily, the ASA driver was quite skilled at bootleg turns. They left the area at a
very high rate of speed!
______________________________________

Altstadt is today a Fussgangerzone! No VW's allowed...
______________________________________
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There was something wrong with my heater ducts and when it rained the water would enter the car
and
flood my floor boards with 2 or 3 inches of water. You had to keep your feet off the floor while driving to
stay dry. Luckily it wasn't far to the Erica Bar. I recall loaning my car to Jerry Mangas to fetch his
wife while it was in this condition.
Kenny Wertz
That run in Ken's car was my first trip anywhere in Germany by myself, down the Autobahn to Nürnberg
to the Flughafen to meet my bride. Ken did NOT warn me about the floor or that the car would not go
over 80 kph down hill with a stiff tail breeze, or that I would be driving bent over and peeking thru those
little clear areas in the corners of the windshield all the while. I got to the airport quite a bit AFTER my
wife's plane came in. Needless to say, this poor Neuamifrau was not in the best of moods, sitting there all
by herself in the middle of an empty terminal waiting and wondering. She was even more upset when
she saw what I was driving, knowing that our brand new TR-4 was around somewhere but I apparently
wasn't driving it that day. I explained that I didn't have the USA plates on it yet, a fact that meant zip to
her at that point. I don't much remember the trip back to Hof. Probably a good thing? Worse, we found
out later that the TR, since it was insured was perfectly driveable with it's British plates. The bruises went
away after a day or two.
Ye Ed.

Don Fields update...
Just talked to Don and Toot Fields today. Don is doing much better and will be moving to rehab on
Monday, 8/8. He will be in rehab for 5-6 weeks before going home. Don had poor circulation in his leg
and they had put a artificial vein in his leg, which was rejected by his body, and caused an infection. He
had two choices, and picked the amputation. Don and Toot thank all for the prayers and well wishes, and
plan on being at the Hof, Germany reunion in 2006.
I told him to take that new titanium leg, just like Lt Dan did in Forest Gump, and get on that plane next
year.
DON RIVERKAMP
People can sent cards of well wishes to Don's daughter, Donna, at:
Donna Holcomb
830 28th Street
Gulfport, MS 39501

CORRECTIONS & NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Smokey & RosemarieBurgess = mburgess2@satx.rr.com
Gary & Kay Dempsey
= historian@thedempseyarchives.com
Dick & Ellen Ohare
Ken & Kay Putman
Jerry & Pat Mangas

= Spelling Correction to MHR.
= kputman2@earthlink.net
= jmangas@dejazzd.com

Col. Ken Miller
Jay Steger

= kfmiller@nb.sympatico.ca
= 847-251-1049 Wilmette, IL

RENEWING MEMBERS:
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Peggy Cicutto Adams
FY7
Jim & Gert Berry
FY7
Gary & Sandra Cherpes
FY6
Bruce & Brigitte Cook
FY6
Ed & Nancy Desch
FY6
Tony & Joan Donofrio
FY6
Ed & Carol Fincher
FY6
Tony & Gunde Gambone FY6
Marty & Alice Habecker
FY6
Inge Hartness
WE6
Martha Komp
WE6
Ken Meadows
FY6
Jim & Ellen McDaniel
FY7
Ron & Sheila Meier
FY6
Johnny & Virginia Munday FY6
Walt & Shirley Murch
FY7
Keith & Gail Pitchford
FY6
Don Ridgeway
FY6
C.A. & Jody Russell
FY6
Bob & Janet Samberg
FY6
Jim & Linda Sever
FY6
Jackson & Susan Simpson FY6
Barry & Sue Springsteen
FY6
Billy & PhyllisThomas
FY6
John Wible
FY6
Lorrayne Zobrak
WE6

NEW MEMBERS:
Wesley & Sandra DeWoody FY6
Carmen Hardman
WE6
Art & Bonnie Hoy
FY6

wessandy@cox.net
abby465@cs.com
505-769-3180

DONATION:
Mario & Renate Forgione

$15

Bruce & Brigitte Cook
Tony & Gunde Gambone
Marty & Alice Habecker
Keith & Gail Pitchford
Jackson & Susan Simpson
John Wible

$10
$10
$10
$10
$ 5
$5

And our headhunters have been working overtime the last couple of weeks!
Congratulations on a great job!
NEW FINDS:
Bernie- Monica Barrons Harrison, MI
Dominick Bernardo
Anchorage, AK
Jerry Brasier
Scottsdale, AZ

mblake148553@comcast.net
domalaska@yahoo.com
jerrybrasier@yahoo.com
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Charles Beard
Birmingham, AL
cabeard@earthlink.net
Walter Hank Campfield Ellicott City, MD
410-730-6513
Leigh Common
San Antonio, TX
lcommon@satx.rr.com
Bill J. Cunningham
Hot Springs, AR
beunni777@yahoo.com
Len & Connie Dignard
Bunnell, FL
303-949-2982
Bob & Carolyn Dill
Casselberry, FL
bdill2002@yahoo.com
Philip Hill
Massillon, OH
330-328-0217
Nancy Hill
Akron, OH
330-733-2541
Jim & Lois Hollier
Marysville, WA
jim.hollier@gmail.com
Arthur & Bonnie Hoy
Clovis,NM
505-769-3180
Chuck & Carolyn Littrell Warrensburg,MO
celesi@earthlink.net
Len & Laurie Nelson
Ilwaco, WA
riparian@centurytel.net
Mike & Peggy McCleod Rancho Cordova, CA m_d_mcleod@msn.com
Kenneth Meadows
Lola, TX
kmead3@Netzero.net
Francis & Janice Raab
Naples, FL
fandj@naples.net
Norman Rawson
Port Richie, FL
rrawson@tampabay.rr.com
Walt & JoAnn Robinson Baltimore, MD
jrobi61436@aol.com

FINAL FLYBY LIST: Lloyd Doran, Robert Hardman, Booker McNair, King Stone,
Gilbert Tash,
Downie Taylor, Ken Swink
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:

Barbara Rawson

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
WARNING
The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and thus protected from disclosure. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message and
deleting it from your computer. Thank you

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Tuesday, August 16, 2005 9:50 PM
Fw: HOF CONNECTION UPDATE #204(JM) No Graphics, stories, jpgs or gifs Books 11 & 12

Update # 204

15 August 2005

BOTH THE GOO AND THE GENERAL JACKSON TOURS ARE CURRENTLY
FILLED BUT WE ARE FORMING A STANDBY LIST AND ARE
ACTIVELY ARRANGING FOR ADDITIONAL RIVERBOAT AND GRAND OL'
OPRY SEATING AND TRANSPORTATION. PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND IN
YOUR APPLICATIONS FOR THE TOURS. ANYBODY PAID UP THAT WE
ARE NOT ABLE TO ACCOMODATE WILL, OF COURSE, RECEIVE A
REFUND.
TO ANSWER SEVERAL E-MAILED QUESTIONS, THE NASHVILLE
REGISTRATION FEE MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE.
THE WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY "DISCOVER NASHVILLE TOURS"
REMAIN OPEN FOR BOOKINGS.
THE CURRENT NASHVILLE GRAND OLE OPRY & GENERAL JACKSON
RESERVATION LIST FOLLOWS THIS UPDATE.

2006 Nashville Reunion T-Shirt: The T-Shirt has the 5 Color Association Logo on the front. 2
Color – “Hof Germany, way up in Bavaria” on the back. The Vendor has granted an order extension
to August 22. If you wish to have a T-Shirt, email your name and size to HofReunion@aol.com. You
can pay for your T-Shirt upon delivery at the Nashville Reunion. Wearing the T-Shirt is a great way
to promote the Association. I wore the Las Vegas T-Shirt on our recent trip to Germany. I was
stopped twice by former US Army people that were familiar with Hof and it’s geographical location.
People love to talk about their wonderful experiences while serving in Germany.

Wear your Association TT-Shirt to the Tuesday afternoon Social Reception.

DISCOVER NASHVILLE TOUR
The “Discover Nashville” sight seeing tour is $20.00 pp. Enjoy a 3.5 hour narrated
driving tour through the neighborhood of many Country Music Stars, Historic Nashville,
Parthenon, Ft Nashborough, Vanderbilt University, State Capitol, Ryman
Auditorium and The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum. The bus will make a few
short stops along the route to allow for photo opportunities. We recommend that
persons scheduled to attend the Tuesday, Grand Old Opry Show and the Wednesday,
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General Jackson Luncheon Cruise & Show, select Thursday morning to take the
“Discover Nashville” sight seeing tour. If you are not participating in the General
Jackson Luncheon Cruise, we recommend the Wednesday morning Discover Nashville
Sightseeing tour. All “Discover Nashville Tour buses” will depart the Holiday Inn Select
at 0800 AM, Wednesday, and Thursday. Registration forms can be printed from the
Association Website: www.hofreunion.com
A hand written form should include
your name, preferred tour day, and amount submitted. Checks will be made payable to:
Hof Reunion Association. Mail to P.O. Box 276883, Sacramento, CA 95827-6883. Sign
up for this tour will close August 27.
Apparently people want to be rested for the Tuesday afternoon Social-Reception and
the Grand Ole Opry Show that will follow. Just those two events will make it a full day
for the majority of us. Due to a lack of interest, with only 4 people signed up, the
Tuesday (only Tuesday) Discover Nashville tour is canceled. The people involved will be
contacted directly by phone and offered another day. The Discover Nashville Tour will
depart at 0800 Wednesday and Thursday.

A NASHVILLE NOTE FROM JOE DERNOGA:
Hi, y'all - Got to practice my greeting, you know!
I just received a really nice Nashville street map and visitor guide. It's FREE!
Their postage alone was 60 cents. It's a map that at age 65, I can read
without my cheater glasses. I discovered the site while surveiling the
web (much more appropriate term than "surfing" for us SS types.)
The place is Map South- www.mapnashville.com
JoeD

Please ask...
If anyone remembers Heidi from the Blick. She married a dark haired nice looking airman. We were in Hof 69 to
it closed in 71. Heidi had a couple of younger brothers also.
Susan and Bill Holloway

And Better News for Don Fields...
GOOD NEWS ON DAD!!! I just got off the phone with him and he is so excited. They told him that
he can go home next Tuesday, provided that he gets another rail built on their porches and decks at
their home. We will see to it that those get built this weekend. :0) He said they told him that they
could come to his house to finish up on his prosthetic leg and he is doing great!!! Thanks for all
your prayers. Never underestimate the Power of Prayer!! Thanks again to all and I will still keep
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you updated on his progress. Don and Toot thank all for the well wishes, and plan on being at the Hof,
Germany reunion in 2006.
I told him to take that new titanium leg, just like Lt Dan did in Forest Gump, and get on that plane next
year.
People can sent cards of well wishes to Don's daughter Donna at:
Donna Holcomb
830 28th Street
Gulfport, MS 39501

Still looking?
If Greg Cooper is still looking for information on Belton Coursey's death, have him contact George Coursey. His
data is on the MHR.

And not so good news...
Thanks for the news letters. I certainly enjoy them. By the way, when do I need to renew my membership? I've
lost track because we've been quite preoccupied around the home front for about six months.. My bride, Lisa,
who had been suffering from a liver disease for several years, experienced liver failure in February and had a liver
transplant on March 7th. Complications kept her in the hospital until April 28th, followed by a couple of months of
rehab. She's on the mend now, but still can't travel. Therefore, we won't be able to make the reunion this year.
Bernie and Lisa Harland (66-68)

Nostalgia,,,
A feeling of sadness and longing
That is not akin to pain,
And resembles sorrow only
As the mist resembles rain.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–82), The Day Is Done

Supplied by Steve Lawrence

MOST RECENT NASHVILLE REGISTRATIONS:
Dirke Vallo
Larry & Nancy Riney
CORRECTIONS & NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Jim & Judy Frost
= JEFrost@regmed.com with the capitals "JEF" required
Dr Phil & Bonnie Ankrim = pankrim@cox.net
Don Ridgeway
= martindr@mchsi.com
Renate Kopple
= rkopple@cox.net
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Carl Smith

= citysmitty1@cox.net

RENEWING MEMBERS:
Bill & Herta Noe
Gary & Kay Dempsey
Bob & Pauline McAuliffe
Bob & Barbara Mollahan

FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6

NEW MEMBERS:
Bernie & Monica Barrons
Dominic Bernardo

Royal Oak, MI
Anchorage, AK

mblake148553@comcast.net
domalaska@yahoo.com

DONATION:
Bob & Barbara Mollahan

$10

NEW FINDS:
Charles Baltimore
Cheyenne, WY bchckls2000@aol.com
Darrell(Chip) & Ruby Chiapusio Cleveland, TN dchiapusio@charter.net
Dr Richard & Donna Erpelding Springfield, OR woundedtree@aol.com
Dr John Godard
Carrollton, GA jgodard158@aol.com
Bob & Gail Hartranft
Lexington SC Hartranftb@aol.com
John & Erika Keyes
keyes@jorika.com
Raymond Moran
Bondsville, MA rfmelm@prodigy.net
Sam & Adelheid Rosenbaum
Meridian MS Sfravk@aol.com
Marvin & Anita Rounkles
O’Fallon, IL
mrounkles@yahoo.com
Bertran Sallen
Fayetteville,NC 910-864-5181
Watson C.& Sophia Parks
Gray Court, SC wp5146@prjcnet.com
Richard and Roslyn Reed
Canastota, NY
rreed2@twcny.rr.com
Doris Parks
Augusta, GA
doris@elizabethgrant51@msn.com
juja1121@sbcglobal.com
John Perugini
Palmdale CA

FINAL FLYBY LIST: Raymond Hosburgh
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:

Gail Nelson, Esther Moran

A sad message from Miles Nelson:
To all of you in the Association:
I need to tell you that my Darling, Gail Fox Nelson, quietly passed
from this world in her sleep at 11:52 PM, 11 August, 2005,
at the Park Place Care Center in Raytown, Missouri.
Her heart just was not strong enough to weather the course, and now I
rejoice in the fact that she is finally free of this earth bound
infirmity.
I know that this time in life has come to pass, knowing that 29 years
was too short to share with this beautiful spirit, but rejoice in the
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fact that we had this beautiful life together.
I will update you as plans for the celebration of her most beautiful
life are set in place.
Miles Nelson
The email address for on-line condolences is www.speakschapel.com
____________________________________________________

NASHVILLE GRAND OLE OPRY SHOW RESERVATIONS
The following named Association Members have reservations for the Tuesday, September
6, Grand Ole Opry Show. If you believe the list contains an error, please call 916-366-1811.
(162 Reserved). All Tickets have be purchased. NO CANCELLATION REFUNDS
UNLESS YOUR TICKETS CAN BE SOLD TO ANOTHER MEMBER.


Thomas & Monika Nickerson
Dick & Evi Obidinski
Jim & Traudl Riggin
Ruthy Blumenstein
Lorrayne Zobrak
Don Riverkamp
Karin Kingsley-ChuckBabcock
Ed & Bonnie Leach
Milton & Virginia Gibbs
Dennis & Anne Z Burr
Bill & Irmgard Rose Wicker
Francis & JoAnn Fukumoto
George & Irmgard Coursey
Aly & Rosi Dietz
Bill & Marcia Combs
Sidneey & Gail Futrell
Eddie & Dot Crump
Jim Pierce
Bill & Edie Ward
Nate & Ute Sparks
Barry & Sue Springsteen
Dallas & Sue Churchill
Ron & Karen Atwood
Roger & Elfriede Gentilini
John & Robyn Dorsch
Rick & Sonja Douthit
Walt & Virginia Shifflett
Eulice & Vera Row
Robert & Jean Epperson
Ray & Mary Szyperski
Bob & Lilo Sherwood
Ralph & Joan Glover

Erich Duanne&Hertha Hetzel
Heidi Pouch
Tanja Riggin
Jim & Dolores Aue
Pauline McAuliffe
Pat Schiermeister
Phyllis McKeag (Phipps)
Phil & Jo Murray
Ron & Zilla Pohle
Dan & Darlene Holden
Bob Alekson & Sandy Smith
Keith & Mary Martin
Tony & Joan Donofrio
Jim & Gert Berry
Gary & Sandra Cherpes
Dean & Shirley Thompson
Bob & Mary Ann Trojanowski
Bruce & Brigitte Cook
Bob & Virginia Ward
David & Darling Weaver
Chuck & Monika Wilson
Johnnie & Wilma Adams
Phil & Rosalie Ruth
Jack & Pat Rief
Don & Ursula Daniels
Bobby & Marcey Sturdevant
Rip & Jeanie Yarnall
John & Lottie Williams
Jean Vinson
Jerome & Mary Hartjes
Walt & Shirley Murch
Bob & Mary Rodamer
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Dick & Shirley Herbert
Jerry & Pat Mangas
David & Karin Natalie
Jerry & Hilde Middendorf
Bill & Roberta Landers
Joe & Renate Hunt
Evans Ingram
Carl & Linda Smith
Russ & Pat Vandermartin
Greg & Sandy Krcma
Bennie Hopper & Sophye Pullen

Dan & Carol Scanny
Steve & Donna Murphrey
C.A. & Jody Russell
Liz Seigfried &Kate Urban
Brent & Linda Scott
Bill & Jeanette Waitman
Bobby Starr
Frank & Shirley Wright
Bob & Marilyn Jarboe
George & Christa Fahrbach
Wade & Phyllis
Nottingham

NASHVILLE GENERAL JACKSON LUNCH & SHOW RESERVATIONS
The following named Association Members have reservations for the Wednesday,
September 7, G.J. Luncheon & Show Cruise. TOUR CLOSED (129 Reserved Tickets have
been purchased .) No Cancellation REFUNDS unless tickets are sold to another member.)
If you believe this list contains an error, please call 916-366-1811.
Dick & Evi Obidinski
Jim & Traudl Riggin
Pat Schiermeister
Lorrayne Zobrak
Milton & Virginia Gibbs
Dennis & Anne Z Burr
Bill & Irmgard Rose Wicker
Francis & JoAnn Fukumoto
George & Irmgard Coursey
Aly & Rosi Dietz
Bill & Marcia Combs
Eddie & Dot Crump
Jim Pierce
Bill & Edie Ward
Nate & Ute Sparks
Dallas & Sue Churchill
Ron & Karen Atwood
Roger & Elfriede Gentilini
John & Robyn Dorsch
Rick & Sonja Douthit
Walt & Virginia Shifflett
Eulice & Vera Row
Ray & Mary Szyperski
Bob & Lilo Sherwood
Ralph & Joan Glover
David & Karin Natalie

Heidi Pouch
Tanja Riggin
Gary & Kay Dempsey
Bob & Pauline McAulliffe
Jim & Edna Patterson
Dan & Darlene Holden
Bob Alekson & Sandy Smith
Keith & Mary Martin
Tony & Joan Donofrio
Jim & Gert Berry
Gary & Sandra Cherpes
Dean & Shirley Thompson
Bob & Mary Ann Trojanowski
Bruce & Brigitte Cook
Mel & Ilse Hamill
Chuck & Monika Wilson
Dan & Carol Scanny
Johnnie & Wilma Adams
Phil & Rosalie Ruth
Jack & Pat Rief
Don & Ursula Daniels
Joe & Sue Eberhardt
John & Lottie Williams
Jerome & Mary Hartjes
Walt & Shirley Murch
Rip & Jeanie Yarnall
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Jerry & Hilde Middendorf
Bill & Roberta Landers
Joe & Renate Hunt
Evans & Shirley Ingram
Carl & Linda Smith
Greg & Sandy Krcma
George & Christa Fahrbach
Wade & Phyllis Nottingham

Steve & Donna Murphrey
C.A. & Jody Russell
Liz Seigfried &Kate Urban
Brent & Linda Scott
Frank & Shirley Wright
Bob & Marilyn Jarboe
Bennie Hopper & Sophye Pullen
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Subject: Fw: Hof Reunion Connection update #205 Books 3&4
From: Maurice Dunigan <gkdunigan@earthlink.net>
Date: Wed, 26 Dec 2007 18:32:33 -0500
To: Hof Reunion Association <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>

----- Original Message ----From: Hofreunion(JM)
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2005 10:09 PM
Subject: Fw: Hof Reunion Connection update #205 Books 3&4

Connection Update #205
August 24, 2005
www.hofreunion.com
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

DISCOVER NASHVILLE TOUR
The “Discover Nashville” sight seeing tour is $20.00 pp. Here is a great
opportunity for those not participating in the General Jackson Luncheon Cruise
& Show. Nineteen tickets are available for Wednesday on a first come basis. The
Thursday Tour (2 Buses) has 18 tickets on a first come, first served basis . August
29 is cutoff date.
Enjoy a 3.5 hour narrated driving tour through the neighborhood of many
Country Music Stars, Historic Nashville, Parthenon, Ft Nashborough, Vanderbilt
University, State Capitol, Ryman Auditorium and The Country Music Hall of
Fame and Museum. The bus will make a few stops along the route to allow for
photo opportunities. We recommend that persons scheduled to attend the
Tuesday Grand Old Opry Show and the Wednesday, General Jackson Luncheon
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Cruise & Show, select Thursday morning to take the “Discover Nashville” sight
seeing tour. If you are not participating in the General Jackson Luncheon
Cruise, we recommend the Wednesday morning Discover Nashville Sightseeing
tour. All “Discover Nashville Tour buses” will depart the Holiday Inn Select at
0800 AM, Wednesday, and Thursday. Registration forms can be printed from the
Association Website: www.hofreunion.com A hand written form can
be used and should include your name, preferred tour day, and amount
submitted. Checks will be made payable to:
Hof Reunion Association. Mail to P.O. Box 276883, Sacramento, CA 95827-6883.
Sign up now for this tour will close August 27.

NASHVILLE REUNION ITINERARY:
Sep 5 - 10:30 Registration – Patio Area –Packages/T-Shirts/Tickets.
12:00 Group Dinner Signup Forms Posted By Leaders.
Hospitality Suite Volunteer Schedule Posted
1700
General Membership Meeting ( One Person
per Membership )
Sep 6 - 0900 Hospitality Suite Open – Photo Albums/War Stories
- 1300
Social Reception (Name Tags) – Marvelous
Tanya Riggin Show
- 1810
Grand Ole Opry Show - Bus Boarding
- 1830
Buses Depart for G.O.O.
Sep 7 - 0800 Discover Nashville Bus Departs on Tour
- 0800 Hospitality Suit Open- Stories/Photos – Coffee & Rolls
1100
General Jackson Cruise Bus Loading
- 1115
Bus Departs for General Jackson Cruise
- 1700
Group Dinners – Nashville at Night
Sep 8 - 0800 Discover Nashville Bus Departs on Tour.
0830 Hospitality Open – Closes at 1200
1730
Banquet Ballroom Open - Name Tags/Tickets
Checked for entry.
Sep 9 - 0700 Final Breakfast for those staying at the Holiday Inn.
We had suggested earlier that during the Tuesday afternoon buffet attendees wear a
T-shirt representing their state. The Reunion T-shirt would be an acceptable substitute
and is suitable for wear at any of the Reunion functions/tours. For those of you that have
T-shirts from earlier reunions, bring 'em on!

MOST RECENT NASHVILLE REGISTRATION:
Mike & Connie Shanahan

Since the question comes up fairly often, here is the Hof Reunion mailing address:

Hof Reunion Association
PO Box 276883
Sacramento, CA 95827-6883
916-366-1811
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Web Site: www.hofreunion.com
Email: HofReunion@dejazzd.com
The hofreunion@fast.net address is closed.
please delete it from your address books.
all e-mails to that address will bounce!

From Don Riverkamp...
Hi Guys - I just wanted to let you know that Chris Huber, Map South Publishing,
Nashville, is going to provide 150 Nashville Street Maps/Visitor Guides to our
association for dissemination to our members at the reunion. According to Chris,
there are some discount coupons with these guides for restaurants, etc. He will
deliver them to the hotel by Sunday, 9/4/5, in an envelop or box marked for me. We
can put them in the registration packages.
DON

A note from the President...
Last week I received a phone call from a "Hofer" regards our issue relating some tales
about the old medical facilities at Hof. There was concern that if we publish negative
stories about Hof, that we could lose potential members due to uncomfortable memories of
that era.
We were all young(most of us were away from home for the first time) and THINGS
happen. I think it is part of " growing up" where incidents came about and had to be dealt
with. At the time of said incident , it was a very serious matter and most of us learned from
it and made a better person from the experience. Now, years later, as some of these events
are recollected among old friends, there is a feeling of comradeship sharing a tense period
in our past that as we rehash it was pretty "dumb" ( for lack of a better term) for someone
to do that. But we see that this person survived "that event" and is enjoying life thereafter.
It is that we must take all events in context of the time and go on, enjoying the event of
growing up and getting wiser.
I apologize for our staff if we offended any one in presenting these fine memories , but
that's what they are,memories. I think we can look at it in a different way. Memories of a
time when we all were in a learning process. Look where it got us today!
Dick Obidinski, President
P.S. see ya in Nashville !!!

From Steve Lawrence....
Last time I was back through Hof was 1993 or '94, I think. It'd really, really changed.
Looking for where the Erika Bar (Jake's) once was, I stumbled into a, umm, "house of
pleasure." The former locale of Jake's today is a yuppie coffee and wine bar.
One old acquaintance from the old days I ran into was the ex-gymnast who worked back in
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the late 1960s for Karl Hadler VW and sold me my 1071 VW camping van, which became
my home around Eruope for seven months upon being mustered out in Hof.
We talked about people we both knew back then and he caught me up on what had
happened to some of them, and then he suddenly grabbed by arm and, near tears, said,
"Those were the best days!" Ah, the grip of nostalgia.
FWIW, I agree with him: Those were the best of days in Hof. All the Good, Bad and the
Ugly of them.
-Steve

My kinda woman!
12 at a time!
Stay tuned for Hof2006!
Details in Nashville!

For you high tech wireless lap-top computer freaks that have nothing better to do with
your free time in Nashville... go here:
http://www.nashville2600.org/wifi.html for a listing of WiFi hot spots!
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There is one right down the road from the hotel if the Holiday Inn hi-speed
wireless service can't keep up with your need for speed.

The ladies write...
Hi, I am Helen Wicker. Ex was SSgt Billy Joe Wicker of the 606th from 62-65. I
worked for GE in Döbraburg on the night shift, and during the day worked for Gen
Dynamics during those years. Didn't have time for socializing. Lived in Hof on
Landverstrasse in Oberkotzau.and then in the base housing. I have lived in Vegas 28
years this go-around. After 40 years of Civil Service employee I retired in '97 and presently
care for Nevada Paralyzed vets and blind people which keeps me very busy. Not married,
my volunteer time is much needed. I'd like to know if any Hofers or Oberkotzauers live in
the Vegas area code where I presently reside. May I have a roster if at all possible? I can't
make the reunion this year, but I sure had a good time at the Vegas one. I'll try my
dardest to make the Hof one though. (there are always miracles!). Thank you for your
consideration.
Helen Wicker, 3904 LaPasada Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89102

hrwicker@yahoo.com

Another Fow Vay story...
A VW and a .45....
One day after finishing my last set in our work schedule, I went to the Orderly Room to
gather some paperwork for an upcoming trip Evi and I were planning and Sgt.
Dansereau (1st Sgt.) stopped and talked as we always seemed to do. As we had our coffee,
the Sarge received a phone call, I was about to leave and he waved me to sit a while. The
conversation was weird to me as they spoke in half sentences and "uh-hhuh". 'Danny'
asked me what shift I was on, I remarked that I was "on break for a couple of days, why?".
He remarked ,"I need you to take a short trip for me!" "When? " was my reply. "Now!" was
the answer. "Can you swing it? " came from the Sarge. I then asked if I could contact my
Frau as my whereabouts for the next few hours. "Do it!" was the reply.
I sat around for maybe an hour and a half when we got another phone call. Danny told me
that I should go and gas up the VW Van and check out my weapon as I will be going to
Rhine-Main . I commented that was a lot more than a couple of hours, Danny said " I didn't
know either."
So I gassed up the VW and picked up the Sarge and we went out to the site. There were
people that I didn't recognize in OPS with one of our Airmen . One of these guys came to
me and asked Danny,"Is this guy "cleared"? "Yes " was the reply. "OK, lets' go". Then one
these guys comes to me and says," Try not to talk to much to this guy,and don't believe a
word he tells you. If he says anything weird , write it down." and "You are going to take
him to Rhine-Main to our headquarters as soon as I get these papers completed." .
So much for the lead in.
We placed this Airman in the VW van, in the back seat and cuffed both his hands and feet
and attached his cuffs to the seat. I thought "what have we got here?".. I was about to ask
a question to the gentleman and was told that the less I knew the better it is. WOW. So I
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ask the Sarge if there was going to be a guard going to accompany us ." Nope, nobody is
available and you have to leave right now." I smiled and asked if I could have some
spending money? I had only ten bucks on me. Danny gave me $40 and told me to keep the
receipts.
We eventually got under way at about 2:00 PM and I figured that I can make it to
Frankfurt by dark as it was summertime and we had a lot of daylight left. Off we GO!
The first part of the trip was uneventful . The Airman I had talked small talk and he kept
apologizing for the incontinence he has caused me. THEN, as we passed by the Bindlach
exit (you remember that exit?) and we were cruising along at a good rate of speed, The
VW's engine quit. I coasted for a few miles trying to restart it and was unsuccessful. So, I
pulled into a side park area just outside of Bayreuth and was going to use my expert
mechanical ability to see if I could correct this problem. After looking into the engine
compartment for a few minutes and getting burnt by the HOT engine , I sat on the low wall
there and pondered the situation. I finally found out that the accelerator cable had broken
and I could not control the accelerator. The only 'TOOL" I had was my trusty .45 cal hand
gun. I utilized this to tighten the screw on the accelerator to a point where I could lock the
accelerator 'WIDE OPEN' (about 2800 RPM for those of you into VW engines), and attempt
to go into Bayreuth to a Army Military Police station there that I was familiar with. NO,
there was no one who stopped to try to assist me, I think because I WAS toting a sidearm.
It was a wild ride into Bayreuth, and what's his name was more scared than I was
because of the way I was driving. We roared into the MP Station and attracted a crowd
real fast. Maybe because I jumped out of the VW and ripped open the motor cover and
pulled out the wedge I had on the accelerator. The MP's came to my aid and you could read
their minds when they saw my passenger cuffed in the Van. I was really talking fast and
furious to try to get these guys to understand my predicament and situation.
I first tried to get them to give me another vehicle so I could continue on my
mission, but that didn't go as the CO was a rules stickler and I wasn't ARMY. I suggested
send an MP with me, No can do as they would require orders to go. So I asked if they can
repair my vehicle so I can go on my way, after a few minutes of 'dumb' looks on their faces ,
I got only a blank stare. The CO said they didn't have any parts to fix the VW and it would
'take a couple of days to git any'. I then had a conversation with the CO (an ARMY 2nd
lieutenant) about my precious cargo and one of the motor pool guys asked how I got this
far. I explained and they asked what did I want do. My reply was that I had to be in
Frankfurt by nightfall. The motor pool guy helped me rig the accelerator again,but with an
escape mechanism to shut it down if I got into trouble. HA,HA . It worked to a degree, I
had to stop the vehicle and run around to the rear to shut it down....
I had about 200 miles to go and it was 5 PM. I gassed up and set the accelerator to
a low shriek and leaped off to Frankfurt with a bunch of ARMY guys standing there
shaking their heads.
To say the least, it was a very stressful ride through Nuremberg and then the
Autobahn stretch towards Frankfurt. I had informed Hof of my situation and they were
supposed to notify Rhine-Main of my progress. They wanted me to go to Giebelstadt (
602HDQTR) and check with them on further progress. I conferred with my passenger and
asked if he was willing to ride it out!. He just laughed and told me to go for it! We did.
I was met by AP's at about a mile from Rhine-Main and escorted directly to OSI
Headquarters with no problems except the look on these guys faces as I roared into the
parking area. We did the routine of uncuffing my passenger and as soon as I turned him
over to the Good Guys, I went to find out about my RIDE. The guys had a tow truck
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already there and were moving it to the shop. I told them that I hope that I didn't burn up
that engine and they just laughed.
I was questioned later on how in the _ _ _ _ did I make it this far. I answered that
I was from Hof and it was a piece of cake to handle these little bumps in the road!
Never underestimate the power of a VW and a .45 cal in the hands of a G.I.
Dick Obidinski/ 602nd ACW OLA 1

From Lance Peterson...
Howdy Hofers.
A quick little story about a conversation I had last night. We (Kay and I) were manning, or
personning, a petition signing station in the North part of our little city. Yes, we are
fighting City Hall and hopefully we are prevailing.
Anyway this older gentleman came over to sign the petition and shoot the breeze. Seems
he was in Army Intelligence, in Germany in 1946/1947. He was a recoilless rifleman and
got attached to an intelligence company because he could carry an 80 lb pack. They were
assigned to Nuremberg.
So he spent the winter of 46/47 living in a tent in Hof. Had no knowledge of the barracks
there. What their assignment was is unclear. This man is elderly and remembered walking
between Hof and Prague several times carrying his weapons. He also remembers the
Russians having a huge tank corps right across the valley from them.

(photo by J Fuhs)
on the www.hofreunion.com website 50-54 section
He also said that at that time Grafenwöhr was a tent city and had been the main Nazi
Panzer training area. He also mentioned that the rail lines between Nürnberg and
Spandau (Berlin) were blocked by the Russians and the prisoners from the N-berg Trials
were held nearly a year after the trial before they could be transported to Spandau. They
didn’t want the Ruskies to get ahold of them.
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It’s a little disjointed, but the conversation was interesting. He had no interest in the fact
that I had been in Hof or what it has become; he was just telling his story as it came to
him.
You all have a wonderful weekend. I am Medicare eligible this month. The indignity of it
all.
Lance
From C.A. Russell...
Kenny Wertz (6915th, mid 60s) and his band have generously provided some downloadable
music on their website,
http://www.117westbluegrass.com
Some GREAT music, my fav is "Gentle on my mind", but the other 3 are all REAL good too.
He also has a link to purchase T-Shirts and CD's on the website.
c.a.r.
Kenny is arguably one of the best banjo pickers in the entire country! ed.

What? We weren't there? These guys were all alone in the border
lands?
From the 14th Cav unit (Fulda area) history website...

http://www.14cav.org/a60a-history.html
"Throughout our years in Germany we stood ready to meet an attack from the East and
give an aggressor his first sharp taste of NATO steel. Night and day, year in and year out,
our soldiers in observation posts kept watch over the main avenues of approach and our
scout squads patrolled the sectors between the OP's. They watched for signs of pre attack
reconnaissance and listened for the distant ominous sound that would signal the approach
of enemy armor. At the same time they were on guard and ready to react with precise
force to any border incident that could be raised by the communist border soldiers. Our
troops knew so well the bite of winter winds and the taste of summer dust. They will long
remember the clocks in the village church towers that tolled the passing hours of night,
and they will not soon forget the grim outline of hills beyond the border that emerged in
the first light of so many new days."
They just thought they were alone....
Univited, I just have to add....
.

"while many many kilometers to the east of the 14'th Cav positions, much closer to the
heart of the Group of Soviet Forces Germany where the East German, West German and
Czech borders come together in barbed wired and mined confusion... Brave Steadfast and
12/26/2007 9:01 PM
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True USAFSS 202's, 203's 292's, 294's and USAASA 98G's and the ever-alert Radar Ops of
the 86th ADD 60X and Luftwaffe Squadron AC&W crews as well as the action-ready troops
of the 28th Constabulary, the 2nd and 3rd Cav squads and the Bundesgrezshutz stood
silent watch 24/7 through the years of the Cold War, able and willing to serve as
speedbumps in the potential path of rapidly advancing Soviet 3rd Shock and 8th Guard's
Armies supported by the massive 24th Tactical Air Army and multiple Warsaw Pact
divisions..."
they wanna dress it up, I can play too.
ye ed.

From Dean Thompson, a non Fow-Vay owner...
I can understand all the problems that have been linked to the Erika Bar. I arrived in Hof
about Aug. or Early Sept. 1957 and Jake had just opened up the Bar, Erika was still
working downtown in a coffee house during the day. Jake had explained to us how hard it
was for a Jewish business man to borrow money from the German Banks even after the
war (and to get the proper licenses). He was very generous with free drinks for birthdays or
any other excuse with the powerful German beer and lots of other hard stuff that wasn't
available at the Quality Inn Hotel Bar in 2002.
I never was brave enough to buy a car. I was single and quite loose during my stay in Hof
and the use of taxi's, busses and designated (auto owning) drivers was much safer for me
and anyone who might have ventured out with me.
I did notice during my stay in Hof the 6915th had older, more educated personnel than we
did in the 602nd, I myself was a couple of years older than most in my group. I enjoy
reading about the exploits of the 61-70 something bunch. They don't seem quite as stiff and
aloof as when I was there.
Keep up the good work Jerry and we may learn you 6915th guys were just regular fellows
after all.
Ha

From Harry Knopes german@colfax.com
Any other plank owners/closers out there? ((Harry explained after a query that a 'plank'
owner is a Navy term for anybody involved in the initial phases of an operation, as in
you own a plank on the ship)) I was among the group that trained on the (then) GLR-1
system at the factory in NY. 1960??, Hit the Hof site for testing and operations finally in
62. Don't recall what month we went operational. Was there again 68-71 and trained the
German Luftwaffe linguists on the system during the closing in 71. Being such a jinx, I
was also in Wakkanai for that closing and again trained the Japanese on that system. I
also managed to close Samsun by remote control. Retired and hired on with Bendix for
that site. It was closed before I ever got out of DC. I hold a perfect record. Every place I
was ever stationed, including TDY no longer exists except for 6981st (then an RSM) and I
guess I would have to include NSA as still existing, and Goodfellow...oops, forgot USAFSS
Hq, Kelly.
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Harry K

CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
Mike & Laura Detzler
Gary & Kay Dempsey
John & Judy Perugini
Jim & Judy Frost
Ken & Lily Holly
Renate Koeppel
Bill & Barbara Sycks
Bob & Marie Thrush
John & Marian Webb

= mdetzler@juno.com
= historian@thedempseyarchives.com
= juja1121@netzero.com
= judyandjimfrost@charter.net
= kenandlily723@sbcglobal.net
= renatawbg@starband.net
= william_sycks@yahoo.com.
= robert_thrush2000@yahoo.com
= jrwebb1010@cs.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Bob Alekson
Freddy & Helga Bales
Aubrey Brewer
John & Barbara Frivance
Don & Cindy Miller
Ron & Fran Neiswander
Tom & Ute Reczek
Millie Stevenson

FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
WE6

NEW MEMBERS:
Raymond Moran
John & Erika Keyes

FY6
FY6

rfmelm@prodigy.net
keyes@jorika.com

DONATIONS:
Ron & Fran Neiswander

$9

NEW FINDS:
Watson & Sophia Parks
Doris Parks
Richard & Roslyn Reed
Paul & Susan Scheff

Gray Court, SC wp5146@prjcnet.com
Augusta, GA
doriselizabethgrant51@msn.com
Canastoga, NY rreed2@twcny.rr.com
Chagrin, OH
schefft@sbcglobal.net

FINAL FLYBY: Robert Hronicek
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Wednesday, August 31, 2005 12:43 AM
Hof Connection update #206(jm) Books 1&2

Hof Reunion Connection
Update #206
August 31, 2005

Re Biloxi, New Orleans and the Gulf Shore, August 29, 2005...
I don't even know what to say. Words fail in the face of such total devasation in an beautiful area that we
wandered about in, played tourist in, toured around in and totally enjoyed ourselves in just a short year ago. I
am afraid it will be a very long time before we ccould schedule a "Biloxi Reunion" again.
If you have the means to help, please do so.
Ye Ed.

There is an urgent need for blood and plasma donors as well as finacial
donations. Plasma donors can donate weekly and contribute 4 times
monthly with only slightly more hassle than the regular donation.
Standard blood donors are limited to once per month. Call your local
collection point today!

We currently have...
As of this writing, Tuesday evening at 11 PM, EDT, 2 available tickets to the GOO and 2 available tickets to the
General Jackson tours due to a cancellation.
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Call the Hof Reunion phone number 916-366-1811... As always, first come gets them! If you don't get a human
to answer, please leave your information. If you are the lucky winner, one of the attending carbon-based life
forms will return your call.

MOST RECENT NASHVILLE REGISTRATION:
Miles Nelson

Travel weather in the Nashville area....
For our travel weekend and into next week... daytime highs in the 80's and nightime lows in the 60's, mostly
sunny.
on the other hand... the weather in Hof this weekend...
80 on Friday but low 70's and cloudy on the weekend...

Credit belongs to Tom Nickerson for the following, ...
(lost my note)

> Info - you can now access your DD-214 on-line. Please pass this information on to retired military personnel
you may know.
>
> Pass to Every Vet - MILITARY RECORDS
>
> The National Personnel Records Center has provided the following website
> for veterans to access their DD-214 online:
http://vetrecs.archives.gov >
This may be particularly helpful when a veteran needs a copy of his DD-214
> for employment purposes. Please see the details below.
>
> The National Personnel Records Center is working to make it easier for
> veterans with computers and Internet access to obtain copies of documents
> from their military files.
>
> Military veterans and the next of kin of deceased former military members
> may now use a new online military personnel records system to request
> documents. Other individuals with a need for documents must still complete
> the Standard Form 180 which can be downloaded from the online web site.
>
> The new web-based application was designed to provide better service on
> these requests by eliminating the records center's mailroom processing
> time.
>
> Also, because the requester will be asked to supply all information
> essential for NPRC to process the request, delays that normally occur when
> NPRC has to ask veterans for additional information will be minimized.
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>
> Veterans and next of kin may access this application at
<<http://vetrecs.archives.gov

From http://www.strategypage.com/cic/reader.asp?target=CIC-02-02 :

Declaring that "Many battles have been fought and won by soldiers nourished on beer, and the king
does not believe that coffee drinking soldiers can be depended upon". In 1777 Frederick the Great
barred his troops from imbibing of the latter beverage.
Smart commander, that Fred guy.

Please, remind everyone to where their Hof Ball Caps from last years reunion.
Jim Riggin
And theur state T-shirts to the Tuesday Buffet...

Re the VW story by Obi in the last update....
Ye Ed. asked: "And just EXACTLY did you do to the carbaurator with your .45 tool thingie? Inquiring minds need
to know!"
To which Obi replied: "Used the clip to turn and bend cable, gun butt for hammer and the clip again to tighten
the screw into accellerator......"
(My wife, Pat, said she really enjoyed the VW story that Obi wrote for the last update. Said that she
could just picture the whole trip.)

From Susan Holloway (bnsholloway@hotmail.com )
Please ask if anyone remembers Heide from the Blick? She married a dark haired nice looking airman. We were
in Hof 69 till it closed in 1971. Heide had a couple of younger brothers also.
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From: Marilyn & Bob Jarboe
Jerry: This photo is of my landlord when I lived off station at Hof/Saale. His name is Johannes (Hans) Beitlich.
Lady in photo is his then wife. I'm just wondering if anyone recalls them. She worked at either CE or the
commissary. I've never had followup contact with them after I left Hof, but, I'm curious if anyone knows if they are
still living in Hof, what they're doing, etc. They were very good to us as we were the only americans living in the
12 unit apartment building. They made us comfortable. It was just a short distance from the station.
Bob Jarboe, Hofer '69-''71.

from don riverkamp
Jerry - Maybe you can put this in the final update before Nashville Reunion.
THURSDAY NIGHT BANQUET - THE SIGNUP SHEET FOR SEATING AT THE THURSDAY NIGHT
BANQUET WILL BE HANDLED THIS YEAR BY DON RIVERKAMP. THE TABLES ARE FOR TEN(10)
PEOPLE, AND WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE HOSPITALITY ROOM STARTING TUESDAY MORNING.
PLEASE GET TOGETHER WITH THE PEOPLE WHOM YOU WOULD LIKE TO SIT WITH, OR NEAR AND
HAVE ONE PERSON SIGN THE ENTIRE TABLE UP IN ORDER THAT WE DO NOT HAVE DUPLICATE
NAMES AS IN BILOXI. IF YOU CAN NOT FILL THE TABLE, THEN PEOPLE CAN FILL IN. CHART OF
BANQUET ROOM AND SIGNUP SHEETS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN HOSPITALITY ROOM, TUESDAY &
WEDNESDAY, AND ALSO AT THE TUESDAY AFTERNOON BUFFET. TUESDAY AFTERNOON BUFFET IS
OPEN SEATING, NOT DESIGNATED TABLES LIKE THURSDAY EVENING. THANKS!!

for an uptotheminute peek at mid Tennessee weather, go here:

http://www.wunderground.com/radar/radblast.asp?
num=6&scale=1&delay=15&noclutter=1&showstorms=0&showlabels=1&ID=OHX&lat=0&lon=0&label=you&type=N0R&zoom
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And another VW pic and story...

Yup... All that... camping gear, sleepiong bags, a little food, a Kaufhof tent and all the beer and wine, of course,
all fit in and on that little VW... 40 klicks an hour up hill and 100 down on the way to and from
Rothenburg/Tauber... Yes, wine. These folks have been Deutcherized and can drink good Mosel as well as good
Bier with aplomb.
(I still have that tent! Ed.)

For anybody who served or had a family member who served in WW II...
Their names can be added to the WWII Registry located at the National WWII Memorial site. Anyone who
knows someone who served in WWII can add their name to the registry, in what capacity they served and even
submit their picture. This is the Web address: http://www.wwiimemorial.com/.
Jerry Middendorf

29 AUGUST 2005

Update #206

MOST RECENT NASHVILLE REGISTRATION:
Miles Nelson
CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
John & Marianne Webb
John Adams
Ken & Hanne Kelley

= jrwebb1010@cs.com
= adamsdc1@rcn.com
= kenneyka@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Jack & Joyce Denham FY6 JackieDenh@aol.com
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Bill & Marie Howell
FY6 williamhowell236@hotmail.com
Tom Emerson
FY6,7,8,9, 210-684-6335
Gary & Edna Moon
FY6 gamoon@hotmail.com
John & Theresa O’Brien FY6 obrien35242@yahoo.com
Don & Eva-Maria Ross FY6 donross@msn.org
Bill & Helga Stephens FY6 hofsalle@charter.net
Bill & Edith Ward
FY6 bward4@cfl.rr.com

NEW MEMBERS:
William Falck

FY6

ccoors1@msn.com

DONATIONS:
Thomas Emerson
Gary & Edna Moon

$25
$15

NEW FINDS:
C.A. and Phil are holding their new finds until after the Nashville Reunion. Thank you
Guys.

FINAL FLYBY: Francis (Bob) Hronicek
LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Thursday, September 01, 2005 8:53 PM
Fw: Early Hof Connection update #207(JM) Book 9 & 10

Hof Connection Update #207 (early)
Sept 2, 2005

There will be no update published next week during the Nashville Reunion festivites.
Updtae #208 will be published on the next normal date, September 14, 2005
Ed.

KEESLER AFB UPDATE:
from http://www.keesler.af.mil/ Wednesday 8/31/05

Keesler Air Force base has survived a direct hit by a Hurricane Katrina a Category 4 hurricane.
Initial assessment shows extensive damage to our industrial and housing areas. We are deploying
assessment crews and are in contact with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and with
commanders of many military bases who have offered assistance. The damage is severe enough
that we are unable to leave our shelters until Thursday at the earliest in order to assure our
recovery teams have cleared debris and made it safe for us and our families to return home.
Brigadier General Lord and your leadership promises to keep you apprised of the progress of our
recovery teams and release you to go home and assess your own damage as soon as it is safe for
your family to travel. All pets at the Keesler pet shelter are in good health and weathered this
extremely dangerous storm safely. We are doing everything within our power to clear the way and
provide the best immediate and long term assistance to help each one of us in order to recover
from the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Brigadier General Lord wants you to know we are not
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alone and will do everything we can to keep you safe and get you home as soon as possible.
Please be patient. We all need to pull together and help us all make it through this difficult time
safely.

Just inside the main gate at Keesler... Aftermath... member's photo...
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At the worst of it on base.... Official USAF pic...
http://www.af.mil/photos/story_photos.asp?storyID=123011512

Nashville Fundraiser
In an effort to make some small contribution to the charitable agencies in Biloxi dealing with the disaster
that has come to the Gulf Coast area that many of us know so well, it's been suggested that we have a
fund raising auction in Nashville, with any raised amount being matched by the Hof Reunion Association up
to 500$ and donated to a Biloxi charity. This latter amount has to be voted on by the Board of Directors
and that motion will be brought forward at the upcoming Sunday Board meeting. We already have a 6
pack of Kulmbacher EKU 28 (22 proof for those of you that have forgotten), a BIG BLACK HAT to improve
your singing ability and several antique (1950-60's) Biersteins donated. If you have the space in your
luggage and an item you would like to donate for auction, bring it, your heart and your checkbook to
Nashville!

Re EKU 28:
From: http://www.epinions.com/content_3170672772 An Eopinion tasting...
There is a hint of hops in the finish too, just enough to balance the beer perfectly and keep it from being
overly cloying. As I continue with this beer I am simply overwhelmed by the amazing, heady rich caramel
aromas that arise from your glass and the complex malt and hop flavors that emerge when you sip. It’s
just incredible. If I might make a suggestion to the drinker, don’t simply sip and swallow. Rather, roll the
beer around in your mouth a bit and savor the complex flavors and rich mouthfeel. EKU 28 is best
enjoyed in a brandy snifter before bedtime either with a good book or on a cold night by the fire. Definitely
not a beer to match with food in my opinion; like a fine port it is much too rich for that. It is wonderful
after a meal as a digestif, however, and cigar aficionados will be happy to know this is a beer with enough
flavor to stand up to the boldest of stogies. It’s a beer I can’t recommend highly enough.
Epinions Criteria:
Overall Rating: Five Stars
Beer Rating: World Class
Weight: Full body
Flavor: Sweet
Complexity: Complex

From the early days of the Kaserne
Since there will be no actual update published next week due to our extensive Reunion activities in
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Nashville, I thought I would give you a lot of reading material to hold you over, from the Wild West earlier
days of the Kaserne, from the days of the 6912th, Det 2, 3rd Cav and the 603rd/602nd, a civilian hospital
(?) on base, the Grenzschutz, a very porous border zone with it's own share of incidents and of course, the
"Blick"... That 3rd Cav entry is correct. They rotated in for one year during "Operation Reforger" if memory
serves, replacing the 2nd in the mid 50's, 2nd Cav rotated back to Oberfranken the next year and never
left after that until the 90's and the end of the Cold War.
a teaser from ... http://community-2.webtv.net/GLOBEMASTER1/DET26912thRADIOSQ/

by Jack "Ace" Lyckberg
Some excerpts:

Sometime in the summer of 1954 I heard talk of the 6912th RSM setting up a Detachment 2
in Hof/Saale. The 6912th RSM was informed that the Bundestpost (German telephone
Company) had installed a land line to a terminal outside of the 602nd AC&W Radar site at
Hof (Det 3, 603rd was redesignated Det 1, 602nd in Jun-Jul 1956 per CW, Ed. ). . During the
weeks before Thanksgiving, preparations were made to make a trip to Hof with a teletype
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machine to check out the land line to insure it was in working order and communication
could be made with the 6912th RSM home squadron. Then to return to Landsberg AFB.
Everything was readied. The Teletype machine was boxed and loaded into the back of a 6X6
truck along with other supplies. A day or two earlier, SSgt Lyons (NCOIC TTY
maintenance) and I believe it was MSgt Drummond (to be NCOIC of Det. 2) had gone on
ahead to Hof. They were to survey the situation and make arrangements for quarters, mess
facilities, site location, etc. E3 Bratcher (fixed wire maint.) and me, E4 (TTY/Crypto maint.)
was to meet Sgt./s Lyons and Drumond at Hof.
We were to take our carbines with us, but we were not officially issued any ammunition. At
that particular time, there were a rash of robberies and shootings going on, on the autobahn.
I talked to the Sgt. in the armory and off the record, he gave me two full clips of ammo to
take with us. We were to use it only if we needed to, and he wanted it back when we
returned. We made the trip without incident. He got his ammo and clips back.
more
The way I heard it. The Kaserne had a ration of coal for the winter. The Germans that
tended the furnaces, stoked the fires so there was heat in the mornings and cool during the
day, then warm again in the evenings and cool at night. That did not set to well with Lt.
Litchfield as a lot of our guys worked shift work and were in the barracks as was the orderly
room, during the day. Lt. Litchfield had the Germans keep the furnaces going all day. The
Kaserne burned up the winter's ration of coal long before winter was over. Lt. Litchfield
told Grafenwohr that we wanted more coal. Grafenwohr said, No, we had used all our
winter's ration. Lt. Litchfield told Grafenwohr to get us some coal up here or we were going
to close down our site and move to Graf. We got our coal. Lt. Litchfield would have more
knowledge of that episode than I.

and still more...

There were approximately 75 men assigned to Det. 2 when I arrived at Hof. The personnel
breakdown was as follows. 1 orderly room clerk, 1 supply technician, 1 motor pool
technician, 4 Air Police, 2 crypto operators, 1 crypto maintenance technician, 2 cooks, 2
Radio Maintenance Technicians, 1 OPS NCOIC, and 1 Officer (aka, Det. CO). The rest were
Language Specialists or CW Operators. We also had a Tech Rep from RCA that had a work
van at the Ops Site. His name was Mr. Batson.
Wayne Frazier and Ace Lyckberg took care of the generators as a side job. We did not have
a generator maint. technician assigned. The AP on duty would periodically check the
generators to make sure that they did not run out of fuel. Lyckberg rotated in summer of
1956 and that left Frazier to take care of the generator. Don Dellacca, a generator
maintenance technician, was assigned in the late summer of 1956.
Since the U. S. Army ran the Kaserne, we didn't have much in the way of facilities. The 3rd
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Armored Calvary Regiment rotated a Company to Hof every 4 weeks. Their mission was to
patrol the border. So the Army wasn't too concerned about our comfort. They were in
charge of the Mess Hall and the food was lousy. We had a lot of "C" rations and very
seldom had fresh milk. We had a small PX for cigarettes and toilet articles. The nearest PX
of any size was at Grafenwohr. We had to go to Nürnberg every week for linen exchange
and they had a nice shopping complex there. The snack bar was fair but it was across the
parade ground from the barrack (in the 5 K Club area? Ed.). The Schönblick was closer.
The medical facility was 2 medics assigned to Det. 1 603rd AC&W Squadron. If anyone
required medical attention or dental work we had to go either to Bindlach or Nürnberg.
Either one of these was a rough and cold ride in a jeep or a weapons carrier. We didn't have
many people go on "sick call" unless they were really sick.

An interesting series of pics and names from those days available here: http://community2.webtv.net/Det26912/doc/

Det. 5 was deactivated and renamed 6915 Radio Squadron Mobile in July 1959. The 6915th
RSM later became the 6915th Security Group in 1964. The U. S. Air Force took over as hostcontrol from of Kingsley Kaserne from the U.S Army in 1964 and renamed it Hof Air Station.

I looked at the archive site where a veteran can request copies of military records. Unless I
missed something, the only thing this site does is allow you to fill out/print/sign the application
and
then SNAIL-MAIL it to the archives. There is no ability to submit the form on-line.
John Dorsch
Short comment on the Vet Records website. We use that at the office daily for the vets we
service. I tested it just after it went on line and it took just 3 weeks to the day to receive 2 copies
with raised seal of each of my DD214s. I understand the service is even faster now that it has
been in service for a while. Great for the vets.
Doug Wampole

Good news....

11/26/2006

Page 7 of 9

Hi Ya'll
Sorry that we will not be able to see all of your smiling faces this year at the reunion. JayDell had
breast surgery 23 Aug 05 and it is best not to travel yet. She is doing fine, and there is no trace of
anymore cancer cells around where the tumor was nor in the lymph nodes. The surgery consisted
of removing a small tumor, the sentinel(sp) node, and two other lymph nodes just to make sure. A
lot of prayers were answered and she is recovering quickly.
Our best to all the "Hofers", Jim and JayDell Johnson, 6915th 1965-1968

For a quick peek...
at uptotheminute Nashville weather...

for an uptotheminute peek at mid Tennessee weather, go here:

http://www.wunderground.com/radar/radblast.asp?
num=6&scale=1&delay=15&noclutter=1&showstorms=0&showlabels=1&ID=OHX&lat=0&lon=0&label=you&type=N0R

email corrections:
Ken Kelley = kelleyka@sbcglobal.net not kenneyka at sbc global
The following current members no longer have valid email addresses listed. If you know of a
correction for these members, please forward it to hofreunion@aol.com or
hofreunion@dejazzd.com for listing in the Master Roster. Adam Pogirnicki's computer is
out of order and he will advise us when he is back on line.
Pogirnicki

Adam

Wilke

Martin

Fry

Richard

Cherry

Mable
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Karnstedt

Pat

New Names for the Headhunters
New/unlocated names for the Master Hof Roster... if you have any information about these
people, please contact Hofreunion@aol.com or hofreunion@dejazzd.com. Information could
include anything from exactly where they are today or a known past location or status.
Everything helps!
Lonnie D. Akers (SSGT, 6915th 1969)
Larry L. Fisher (SSGT, 606th 1969)
Sidney B. Smith (SSGT, 6915th, 1969)
Malachy J. McGloin (A1C, 6915th, 1969)
Robert F. Riemer (TSGT, unk, 1969)
The above were all bowlers...
The following are also all from 1969.
Thelma A. Watkins (Capt., 6915th 1969, Chief, Admin Services)
Halverson, Warren (SA, unk, 1969)
George D. Bott (SGT, unk, 1969)
James H. Bouton (TSGT, unk, 1969)
The unknown units are probably 6915th. All paperwork used was supplied by Jim Bair.
More listings will be added in the future, after the Reunion.
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Wednesday, September 14, 2005 12:31 AM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #208 (JM) Book 11 & 12

Hof Connection Update #208
September 14, 2005
www.hofreunion.com

A man lives not only his personal life as an individual
but also, consciously or unconsciously
the life of his epoch and his contemporaries
---Thomas Mann

This is where it started...
"In an effort to make some small contribution to the charitable agencies in Biloxi dealing with the disaster
that has come to the Gulf Coast area that many of us know so well, it's been suggested that we have a
fund raising auction in Nashville, with any raised amount being matched by the Hof Reunion Association up
to 500$ and donated to a Biloxi charity. We already have a 6 pack of "Kulmbacher EKU 28" (22 proof for
those of you that have forgotten), a BIG BLACK HAT to improve your singing ability and several antique
(1950-60's) Biersteins donated. If you have the space in your luggage and an item you would like to
donate for auction, bring it, your heart and your checkbook to Nashville!". From the #207 update.
On Sunday the Board approved the matching up-to 500$ amount and we hoped to raise one thousand
dollars for the Biloxi Salvation Army.

But this is where it went!
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With the spontaneous and hilarious help of Andy Brads as auctioneer, the dedicated donors and a
wildly enthusiastic crowd...
As well as the winning "Silent Bidders" in the Hospitality Suite
Along with ALL the winners of the 50-50 drawings donating back their winnings and a floor vote to also
donate the Reunion's part of the 50-50 proceeds and with added checks and cash from the attendees,
many of them at a Reunion for the first time
We collected the amazing total of

$4050.00
Which is being donated to the Biloxi Salvation Army
as soon as we have a working address.
Their building reportedly has been destroyed.
But they were there, first, in action, with boots on the ground, helping!
And y'all did indeed open your hearts and your checkbooks!
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If you would like to add to this donation, please do so directly to the Salvation Army unit
in Biloxi. We will provide that address as soon as possible.
(You will have to ask Bob Alekson if the Big Black Hat has helped his singing!)

A silent Hero of the Hof Reunion Nashville2005...
Joe Dernoga, the "Crypto-dude" had just about given up hope of ever getting to a Hof Reunion. You
might have read the Crypto-dude's funny stories in past updates or appreciated his photographs. This guy
has a lot of spirit and a tremendous sense of humor but apparently wasn't going to be able to make the
trip to Nashville. Joe is confined to a wheel chair and only has the use of his upper body. Despite efforts
by his family to find a "Handicap access" type mobile home, but nothing was available anywhere in the
east. Joe was apparently not going to Nashville.
And then Gene Wetzel comes into the story. Gene lives in the same part of Maryland as Joe and took it
upon himself to get Joe on a plane and down to Nashville. And Gene didn't stop there. He made sure Joe
was able to get into bed at night and out of bed in the morning, made sure he got to where he wanted or
needed to go, on time and in good shape! Joe was even able to ride the General Jackson Riverboat with
Gene's help.
There is a lot more to this story but I will let Joe or Gene tell it if and when they want to...
But please acknowledge Gene Wetzel; a true silent hero of this organization!

Nashville Report
We will have much further information on the Nashville reunion but I wanted to report tonight on the
generosity of our members and in particular the generosity of Gene Wetzel!

A Harry Harris story...
ONE NIGHT DURING OCTOBER FEST TWO OTHER DRUNKS AND I ATTEMPTED TO LAUNCH A
HOFER BEER STEIN WITH HELIUM FILLED BALLOONS. WE PUT AN AMERICAN FLAG IN THE
STEIN AND GOT A LOT OF DONATIONS FROM THE CROWD BUT NOT NEAR ENOUGH TO GET
THE STEIN OFF THE GROUND, A [MORE?] SOBER PERSON SUGGESTED WE PUT A GERMAN
FLAG IN ALSO WHICH WE DID, AND THE MONEY FLOWED, THE CROWD CAME IN AND WE
GOT ENOUGH TO LAUNCH THE STEIN. ALSO THE GERMAN PEOPLE KEPT THE AP--MP'S AND
GERMAN POLICE AWAY FROM US LONG ENOUGH FOR ME TO THROW IT IN THE AIR AND
AWAY IT WENT. SUPPOSEDLY CZECH FIGHTERS SHOT IT DOWN.
A ARTICLE ABOUT THE INCIDENT APPEARED IN THE HOF PAPER IN THE NEXT DAY OR SO
GIVING OUR NAMES BUT I CANNOT VERIFY THAT AS I DID NOT READ GERMAN AND HAVE
SINCE LOST THE ARTICLE.

A added note on Nashville...
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I have been asked several times why we didn't go to the Opryland Hotel with their 3000 rooms and that
incredible facility?
The answer is quite simple. Price! Their normal rate is $180+ for an outside room and for a room
overlooking the atrium they wanted 245$. The best group rate they offered us was $129.00. Needless to
say, We went elsewhere.

Now that the sun has set on the Nashville2006 Reunion...

Hof2006 and ???2007 are well into the planning stages!

2006

The tentative 2006 Hof/Saale Program:
Quality Hotel Hof, the same hotel as in 2002, Room Rate = 58€ per night per room . The
QH takes all major credit cards.
To take an early peek, klicken sie darunten, bitte,
http://www.choicehotels.com/ires/en-US/html/HotelInfoPhotos?
hotel=GE110&sid=$oM.$ZtxggW7d.8
The Hotel is just below the Kaserne on Ernst Reuter Strasse 137, (The "little Autobahn") within a nice
walking distance to town

Registration fee’s are expected to be about $63.00.
Sep 17 - Registration @Quality Hotel
General Membership Meeting
Sep 18 - Burgermeister Reception, Fernweh Park Ceremony with TV coverage (order your
signs now)
Sep 19 - Tour (your choice of) Berlin or Dresden
Sep 20 - Tour the (General Hüttner) Kaserne & Döbraberg .
Lunch W/German Air Force in the Mess,
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Group Dinners Evening
Sep 21 - Tour Kulmbach and possibly a Brauerei, Hof at Night, and socializing @ Quality
Hotel
Sep 22 - Banquet at the Schutzenhaus-Music, Dance Team, Vocalist
Sep 23 - Auf Wiedersehen Breakfast @ the Quality
The 2nd Week of the Munich Oktoberfest is in full swing, for those who wish to attend.
For those of you anticipating a return to Hof in 2006 and who would like to look up old contacts, friends
and neighbors... go here:

http://www.dastelefonbuch.de/NSAPI/Anfrage?
AKTION=zeSuchseiteTelefonbuch&SPRACHE=DE&SESSIONID=0180fcc588401b629c00021fc5&TAOID=&BUAB=BUNDE
We will publish continual hints and cost-cutting ideas thru the next year, but for the moment, get your
passports if you don't have them already. You won't even get on a plane without one. If you do have one,
check the expiration date!

For XXX2007...
The 2007 Reunion Site location ballot will appear in the January Newsletter. You can
help with the selection process by voting and returning the ballot immediately. The
Cities selected by the Site Selection Committee are: Austin, TX; Denver, CO; Ogden,
UT (Hof's Sister City); and Reno, NV. A 200 word write up on each City will appear in
the January Newsletter to help you with your voting decision. .

An additional bit of sound advice...
Re: Virus warnings from hofreunion at AOL and hofreunion at dejazzd(JM)
A good rule of thumb is never open a zip file from anyone unless you expect it. Also if you get an e-mail
with a link to click on from someone you don't know, place your cursor on the link and if it doesn't show the
same in the bottom left just above the "Start" button, don't click on it.
Dewey Tweed

14 September 2005

Update #207

CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
George Jackson = PO Box 581, Fairmont, WV 26555 Tel. 304-614-7030
Les & Cathy Runkle
= les845@earthlink.net
Hamer Redick
= hamer05@attg.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
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Robert & Christa Brock

FY6

Ron & Joyce Coey
Hunter & Susan Dews
Joe & Brigitte Fitzgerald
Dr Dan & Shirley Frederickson
Jim & Karen Haney
Bernard & Lisa Harland
Jack Hayes
Mike & KathleenEisenbeis Helfert
George Jackson
Dave & Karin Natalie
Hamer Redick
Phil & Rosalie Ruth
Bob & Hermine Thrush
Tom & Nadine Wallace

FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6

NEW MEMBERS:
Ron & Zilla Pohle

St Louis, MO rzpohle@yahoo.com

DONATIONS:
Robert & Christa Brock
$10
Ron & Joyce Coey
$10
Mike & KathleenEisenbeis Helfert $35

NEW FINDS:
Jim & Inez Bouton

Apalachia, VA

276-565-0532

FINAL FLYBY: Keith M Thompson,
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Tuesday, September 20, 2005 10:29 PM
Fw: Connection update(JM) #209 books 11 & 12

Hof Reunion Update #209
September 21, 2005

www.hofreunion.com

Thanks...
To all Those who generated all the energy to make the "Hof Reunion Nashville 2005" a great success. THANK
YOU, THANK YOU, from the bottom of my heart. It was a joint effort that came out truly successful. And all the
volunteers that worked under the spotlight to make everything come together, a great job done. I will not name
names, but y'all know who you are. This was the best effort we had and all those involved need a "HUG" and a
truly sincere THANK YOU from all of us.
Dick Obidinski (President Emeritus)

Forgotten your German City License designators?
go here: http://home.debitel.net/user/hammacher/public/Ortskennzeichen.html

Did you know...
That 143 people attended the Association reunion in 2002 in Hof/Saale?...
that approximately 37 people brought their City or Street sign and some brought State Auto Plates with
them to donate to Fernweh Park?... .
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(your editor is way over there on the left. Not his usual position at all!)

That all those signs were mounted on various posts? The donation price was 92€ for one post (We gave
100€).
The link to this site, including many of our own activities at Fernweh Park is here (and mostly in English):
http://www.fernweh-park.de/ The Park web-cam is down at the moment but is interesting when it is active.

To reserve your bunk in Hof at the Quality, each individual must use American Express, Master Card or
Visa by
May 30, 2006. The reservation number and email address will be provided on the Website and in the
Hof Connection Newsletter in the near future. As mentioned before, the approximate rate will be 63€ per
night with a great breakfast buffet included. Tour prices are still developing for the Berlin or Dresden
and Kulmbach tours.
Those residing with relatives, friends or at other local Hof/Saale facilities will be required to pay 9€ if
you come for the extended buffet breakfast at the Quality Hotel.
Thanks to Chuck and Monica Wilson for the above information.
What? You don't have a "€" key on your keyboard?

for your updates...
we have a limited amount of 6915th patches left, and have a half dozen caps left, with the patches
professionally attached.
The patch is $5 and the caps are $15 with the patch attached, packaging and postage included. When these are
gone, they are all gone, we will not reproduce this order. We had to buy 500 to begin with.
Anyone that wants either, first come first serve, send a SASE with a check for the whatever you want, to:
John Dorsch
1350 Autumn Drive
Crown Point, IN 46307-9668
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questions to John at johnd_2713@yahoo.com

thanks,
C.A.Russell.

A t the end of the Hof Reunion Fest in Hof/Saale in 2006...
the Oktoberfest in Munich will be in full swing...

The German city of Munich has ordered the world's biggest party, the Oktoberfest, to turn the volume
down before it even starts on Saturday this year.
The City fathers have decreed that oompah bands in 14 giant beer tents play more sedate, folksy music
and stick to a maximum volume of 85 decibels - anything louder is considered harmful - before 6 p.m.,
according to a ruling in July by the Munich City Council. Some say people have been getting too fired
up by the thumping rhythms and singalong refrains of Hey Baby and Mambo No. 5.
"The tents shouldn't be discos, they should remain Bavarian beer tents," says Gabriele Weisshaeupl,
manager of the Oktoberfest.
The Oktoberfest dates to the wedding in October 1810 of Bavarian Crown Prince
Ludwig and Princess Therese of Saxony-Hildburghausen. The public festivities went on for five days
and were so popular they've been repeated annually, except during wars and two cholera epidemic

And a factoid....

And another... Last year, 5.9 million people guzzled 1.6 million gallons of the Bavarian beer served in 1quart glasses and brewed by Munich's six breweries. About 900,000 were foreigners. Among them:
Americans, who flocked back after a post-Sept. 11 absence.
Can't you just hear it.... "23.2 million liters of Bier on the wall.... 23.2 million liters of Bier... Take one down and
pass it around... 23,199.999 liters of Bier on the wall...."
http://news.yahoo.com/s/usatoday/20050916/ts_usatoday/germanslowervolumeonmunichoktoberfes will take
you there.
Thanks to John Dorsch via CA Russell for the link.
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FROM KATHE URBAN & LIZ SEIGFRIED:
Thanks to Hof Reunion Association for letting us be a part of the NASHVILLE REUNION. This is our
second vacation to the United States of America. The first visit occurred in 2003. This visit has been the best
vacation ever. We met so many nice and friendly people. This vacation and NASHVILLE REUNION will never be
forgotten! We will be returning to HOF on Wednesday, September 15, 2005 and we sure will have a lot to talk
about to our family and friends. If life permits, we would like to participate in the HOF ASSOCIATION reunion in
2006.
LOVE AND BEST WISHES
KATHE URBAN & LIZ SEIGFRIED

the 3 WUNDERLICH'S (HOFERS). Going from left to right are Kathe - Hilde - Liz). Kathe and Liz are Hilde's
Aunts that were vacationing in the U.S. during August and September.

(Hilde donated those incredible hand cast and painted figurines for the Auction in Nashville. Ed.)

Losing updates or other expected messages?...
Jim Pomplun wrote, saying that he was missing some of the recent updates. Since his is an older address, and
was not showing up on the bounced list, I sent him the requested updates and I suggested that he check with his
ISP tech support re their Spam Filters.
Jim wrote back:
Jerry, Thank you.
After I received only update 201 from you this morning I called my ISP tech support. They found 28 messages
that were filtered out including updates 206 and 207 twice. They had also filtered out two of the three you sent this
morning. I've got them now thanks to your advice.
Regards, Jim
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Another case solved!

Re: Recovery in Biloxi...
The Biloxi Salvation Army which was located on Howard Street in Biloxi no longer exists. (They are apparently
working out of the old railroad station on a temporary basis). Chuck called the Gulfport Salvation Army (they have
also moved) and was told to have Nate Sparks mail the Association check to:
Salvation Army Corps,
2019 22nd Street,
Gulfport MS 39501-4717.
Attach a memo to your check stating that it is for the "Biloxi Corps" if you are willing to add to the fund. Do not
send the check to the Reunion address.
But Chuck has come up with a local Mississippi Hofer that will present the check for $4050.00 to the Biloxi Corp in
person for us!
Details and pics to follow.
Thanks to Chuck Wilson for this info
Just for info: FEMA has taken over the Imperial Palace for the duration to house the various FEMA organizations
and people.

Anybody know...
By the way, where the devil is SSgt Joseph T Ciesielski????? Cant anyone find him?? Best to all...
Bob Blanchard 606th 1966 /1969.
Or...
Can you add Otis McIntyre to the WANTED info on list, he was in Air police in the 65-70 years.
Thanks - Mick, and say hi to everyone for Inga and myself.
Tom Mikloice (Founder of the Hunter Mountain Hof Mini-Reunion)

Virus Warning...
I am still getting zip files from Association addresses (as mentioned earlier in a warning message) with the
W32.BeagleBH virus. Please check again to make sure that your AV systems are continually updated and your
machines are scanned on a regular basis.
Thanks from YE ED.
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Re Hof2006...

2006

One of the easiest ways to travel in foreign countries today is to use your MAC card (ATM card) to withdraw local
funds in what ever country you are in. ATM machines are EVERYWHERE! You get the best exchange rate at that
moment and you get Crowns in Czechland, Zlotys in Poland or Euros or Pounds or whatever in all of western
Europe. And you don't have to carry tons of funds or worry about being able to cash a traveler's check at the
Gasthaus in Pirk, or worry about the exchange rate you are getting.
But!!! Check your cards and the rates that they might charge you when out of the country.
I just received new rules and regs for my long held ATT Universal card, which now includes a 3% surcharge for
foreign purchases and the same for any cash withdrawal along with an incredible interest rate. (plus of course,
what ever the local bank charges for use of their machine.)
Needless to say, that card stays behind when we leave for Hof next year.
More travel hints, kinks and tips and cost saving ideas in future newsletters. If you have any you really like, send
them in!
Ye Ed.

It pays to advertise...
While Ken Meadows and I were having breakfast in Nashville, a lady at the next table, with a decided Bavarian
accent asked us what all the Hof Reunion T-shirts were all about. She was staying at the Holiday because her
son, in the US Army at Ft Campbell was leaving for Iraq soon. To shorten up the story, she was from Kulmbach,
via Hof and the DP Camp in 1946 when she, her sister and her mother, traveling on forged documents. escaped
from the Russians and were caught by the Amis at the border and interned in Hof until their status could be
determined. She was astounded to hear the story of the Hof Reunion Association.
I have forwarded an application to her since she certainly has a Hof Connection.
There have been all kinds of stories of questions and encounters caused by our Reunion T-shirts, to the point
that we are considering a non-dated Association shirt for purchase. It mostly depends on prices that we come up
with and your potential demand.
Any other T-shirt stories out there? Chuck has some from his last travel to Europe when he ran into various
people who knew about Hof/Saale!
Ye Ed.

21 September 2005

Update #209

We want to thank Chuck & Virginia Garbers for providing copies 1960-61 era Orders. We
hope to add a few more names from that era to the Master Hof Roster. Perhaps some of you
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folks will be so kind as to provide us copies of orders from your era at Hof. We dearly need
your assistance. Many people have provided incomplete name’s of former Hof Colleagues.
We need to verify the name and spelling before placing them on the Master Hof Roster and
initiating Internet search action and placing telephone calls.

CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
John & Bertha Fontes = jbfontes@sbcglobal.net
Jim & Karen Haney
= jkhaney68@yahoo.com
Mike Helfert
= mhelfert42@earthlink.net
Jim & Peggy Slothower = jns@callatg.com
Bob & Lilo Sherwood
= lilo@skat-trak.com
Gabi Becker
= 16gigi@gmail.com (847-254-9660 )
Gina (Rietschel) Inman - Trifstrasse 4, 67681 Sembach, Germany. Tel. 49 6303 3158

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Clayton & Gloria Brown
Don & Karin Chesney
Aly & Rosi Dietz
Rick & Sonja Douthit
Robert & JoAnn Emery
Chuck & Ginney Garbers
Dick & Shirley Herbert
Marianne Lengel
Bob & Ruth Livesey
Keith & Mary Martin
Art Nicholl
Wade & Phyllis Nottingham
Bernard Sandra Pieper
Bob & Mary Rodamer
Leo & Ilse Root
Bob & Lilo Sherwood
Jack Sinagra
John & Judy Weckerly

FY6
FY6
FY6
FY7
FY6
FY6/7
FY6
WE7
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY7
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6

NEW MEMBERS:
Charlie & Inge Gaither

FY6

DONATIONS:
Art Nicholl
Marianne Lengel
Bob & Lilo Sherwood

$15
$20
$20

NEW FINDS:
Bernie & Monica Barrons Harrison, MI
mblake148553@comcast.net
Bob & Carolyn Dill
Casselberry, FL bdill2002@yahoo.com
Sandra Elledge
Knoxville, TN
865-525-5632
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Nancy Hill
James Schroeder

Akron, OH
330-733-2541
Summerton,SC 803-478-8646

FINAL FLYBY: John Hilderbrand, Lewis Coley, Tom Swarens, Lloyd Whipple,
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Jerry
From:
To:

Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
<anthony.gambone@highmark.com>; <tammybales@hotmail.com>; "Rietschel-Inman Gina Civ
435 ABW/CCH LN" <gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil>; <Rosieschof@aol.com>;
<karincwjd@hotmail.com>; "william howell" <williamhowell236@hotmail.com>;
<bdlugos@wowway.com>; <Hansberger@earthlink.net>
Wednesday, September 28, 2005 12:33 AM
Hof Connection Update #210 Open Book

Hof Connection Update #210
September 28, 2005
www.hofreunion.com

When Hofers travel to reunions...

they really travel. For those of you that were not able to get to Nashville for the festivities, you missed the side
trip to Athens and the Parthenon. Well... Sort of. You did miss the trip to THIS Parthenon, an authentic replica of
the original. Impressive building being checked out by impressive people. Us!
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Regarding Hof2006...
You will be making your own hotel reservations in 2006 but the Quality Hof has an email connection which
makes it easy. Visa, AMEX or Mastercard is required. They do not take Discover Card. More info on procedure will
follow.
You will be making your own flight reservations but we are trying to get a group discount from Lufthansa,
knowing that we would all fly from different places. That info will be available as it develops. Hints and kinks will
also be forthcoming.
In 2002. the cheaper flights were into Prague and Warsaw and it was also cheaper to rent a car there. Prague is
about 2 and a 1/2 hours from Hof, closer than Berlin, much closer than Frankfurt and also, gas is considerably
cheaper in Czech-land than in Germany. We flew SAS from Newark NJ into Prague via Copenhagen last time and
saved several hundred bucks and the food, booze and service were superb and all included! I booked our trip in
2002 with an extended layover in Copenhagen on the way back, thru a "bucket shop" in Leola, PA of all places,
w. No problems! And no, I don't remember the name but will check and report.
More details will be coming up ASAP

Write and you shall receive...
Hello Membership,
Please forward information on your plans for travel for our Hof/Reunion 2006 in Hof Germany.
As I told you that I will be working with Lufthansa Airlines to try to get us a Good Price for our group in 2006
to Germany. I will be meeting with the S/W Lufthansa Rep in the middle of October to present our itinerary for
this group trip.
I need some important information from those of you who wish to use Lufthansa Airlines to travel to Hof. If
we use Lufthansa Airlines together, we can utilize Group rates for a better price for our trip.
I will need the DATE that you will leave your destination for Germany, How far you want to travel on
Lufthansa Airlines( Frankfurt or Hof, Nurenberg), How many people will be traveling with you, How long you plan
to stay in Germany. If you are interested in any side trips, rent cars or other side deals.
I would like a reply ASAP so that I will have substantial information to give to the Lufthansa Rep when I meet
with him on October 13th.
Thanks

Dick OBidinski

robidinski@sbcglobal.net

P.S. Please identify the city you will be leaving the U.S. for your trip.

A Reminder...
From Jerry Middendorf...

U.S. PASSPORT APPLICATIONS can be obtained from the U.S. POSTAL SERVICE (USPS). Two forms seem
to available at the USPS. They are:
1. DS-11 (requesting a passport for the first time or your passport is over 15 years old). U.S. passports are
good for 10 years.
2. DS-82 (previously had a passport less than 15 years ago).
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GENERAL INFORMATION extracted from the PASSPORT APPLICATION.
1. FOR INFORMATION, QUESTIONS AND INQUIRIES: Please visit our website at travel.state.gov. In
additional, contact the National Passport Information Center (NPIC) toll free at 1-877-487-2778. (TDD: 1-888874-7793) or by email at NPIC@state.gov. Customer Service Representatives are available M-F, 8:00 A.M. 8:00 P.M. EST (excluding Federal Holidays). Automated information is available 24/7
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CHILDREN (under the age of 14, under the age of 16 and over the age of 16
exists).
***** Anyone that may be bringing a grandchild with them to the 2006 REUNION.
Proof of U.S. Citizenship. Special requirements for U.S. PASSPORT applicants born outside the UNITED
STATES, such as:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Claiming Citizenship through naturalization of Parents.
Born Abroad of One U.S. Parent
Claiming citizenship through birth abroad of two US Citizen Parents
Citizenship through adoption by a US Citizen Parent(s)

Anyone that may not be a naturalized citizen will need to ensure the foreign passport is current.
Fees can range from $67.00 (had a passport within the last 15 years). Expeditious handling can double that
price.

Hoferwetterdiest...
For Wednesday, Showers with 80% humidity. Winds 24 kph from the SW, and the temp will be 9 to 12C.
Thursday will be partly cloudy with much lower humidity, light winds and temps 5C at night to 11C in the
daytime.
Yes... you will probably need sweaters and jackets next year!
Travel hint: Buy your travel clothes at Goodwill and then leave them behind for the maids. This either lightens
your load or makes more space in your suitcase to buy Steinhaeger, Asbach and Absinthe (at the duty free shop
in Prague!).

More Biloxi news...
The amount of the donation to the Salvation Army in Biloxi just increased. Dick Learned canceled his
registration to Nashville and requested the money be included in the Biloxi-Salvation Army Hurricane Fund.
Therefore, the current amount that is being sent to Art Everhart for hand delivery together with a letter
explaining the mission of our Association to the Biloxi-Salvation Army is $4,137.50. He gentlemanly agreed to
deliver the check to the Salvation Army and have photo's made to publish in the next update.

A Hofer factoid...
According to the Frankenpost, the earliest military unit stationed in Hof was a Fusilier Battalion from Prussia in
1792. There were about 4000 inhabitants in the city then.
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Yes... the Teddy Bear Museum is again on the list! And lunch with the Burgermeister!
Beer, Champagne and "Ein Paar, bitte!" from the "Wärschtlamo"!

And another...
In just the eight O'clock hour alone, every day, 10 trains leave the Hauptbahnhof for other nearby cities in
Germany... 5 minutes to Oberkotzau, an hour and 44 minutes to Selb Stadt. Even the SEPTA trains into Philly
don't run that often!

Hof Hauptbahnhof

And a Historical Tour from http://www.stadt-hof.de/hof_deu/index.htm
Which will tell you that the original name of Hof was "Regnizi". This village was built around the St Lorenzkirche,
which was supposedly built in 1080 AD and formed the basis or foundation for Hof. The village burned to the
ground in 1299 and what was left was "given to France" after the Peace of Tilsit and then the Kingdom of Bavaria
took it over after 1810 and this caused another fire in 1823 which destroyed 90% of the town. This is supposed
to be why the city seems much younger than it should be. Once the railways came thru in 1848 Hof became a
modern industrial city.
So much for the Cliff notes. If you want the complete story without my embellishments, go to the link above and
click the little British flag where it says, in English, "The Historical Hof" and click that link. A short PDF file will
download that you can print out or just read, as you wish.
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You can revisit the Teresienstein now without stumbling into the 5K Zone!
The above pics from http://www.stadt-hof.de/hof_deu/index.htm

The very impressive Flag Ceremony...
From the Nashville reunion is/will be available on CD... it runs about 15 minutes, and includes Traudl Riggen's
"God Bless America" rendition at the end of the ceremony and plays on Windows Media Player but not Win Amp,
which I have not figured out yet.
Copies will be available at some moderate price, pending discussion with Nate Sparks, our money man and
finance guru. What I will propose to him is that if you send him a check for an as yet undetermined amount of
funds, I will send the disk to you. I am guessing it will cost about 3 or 4 dollars to send it, and pay for the disk
and the padded envelope.
A caution: Even though we did stay at a Holiday Inn in Nashville, I am not what you could call a professional
cinematographer. I start the tape and end the tape. No tripods and no fancy editing here.
Details next week.

Remember NEO?...
To reminisce a little, we always assumed the real threat to our health and relative safety came from the north
and east. And we (and the border troops) always laughingly referred to ourselves militarily as "speedbumps" in
the path of Soviet aggressor forces. In reading General Tommy Frank's book, "An American Soldier", I discovered
that when he was a captain stationed in Bindlach with 2nd Cav, actually his 6 M-109 155mm howitzer battery
was nearer Bayreuth, he was an artillery officer with the interesting duty of inventorying the "low yield" tactical
nuclear weapons and their safety systems for his company! If you read and remember an earlier link that
referred to an essay on Soviet strategy, written by a General who later became the Director of NSA, you know
that Nuclear War was an assumed given if the Soviets attacked! What you possibly didn't know was the threat to
turn you into sub-atomic particles was going to come from friendly fire because the lightly defended border was
backed up by a nuclear "tripwire".
For the doubters, go to page 119 of the hard cover edition. Then check his chilling description of what would
have happened, about 1/2 way down page 120. I would have quoted the entire bell book and candle here but to
do that requires an incredible amount of legal paper work with the publisher, Regan Books. It's easier for you to
go to the library or Border's and read that page. Or just trust me. But it will be more interesting by far if you
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check it out yourselves.
His descriptions of barracks life in the enlisted barracks with 2nd Cav also strike me as considerably different from
life with the Air Force at Kingsley Kaserne! Around the same pages.

Personnel notes and updates will be added to next week's update.
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Jerry
From:
To:

Cc:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
<anthony.gambone@highmark.com>; <tammybales@hotmail.com>; "Rietschel-Inman Gina Civ
435 ABW/CCH LN" <gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil>; <Rosieschof@aol.com>;
<karincwjd@hotmail.com>; "william howell" <williamhowell236@hotmail.com>;
<bdlugos@wowway.com>; <Hansberger@earthlink.net>
"Trap Tee" <traptee1@msn.com>
Tuesday, October 04, 2005 11:09 PM
Hof Connection Update #211(JM) open book

Hof Connection Update #211
October 5, 2005
www.hofreunion.com

Welll...... DUH!
The average Bavarian family drinks more beer than milk.
From "Ripley's Believe It Or Not", Sunday, 10/02/05 Sunday Reading Eagle, Reading, PA

From Dirke Vallo...
Subject: best travel tip ever! (was the tip about) Buying your travel clothes at Goodwill and then leave them
behind for the maids. This either lightens your load or makes more space in your suitcase to buy Steinhaeger,
Asbach and Absinthe (at the duty free shop in Prague!).

for those of you planning on Hof2006...
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for a long but thorough discussion of "Consolidators" and "Bucket shops", go here:
http://www.faqs.org/faqs/travel/air/consolidators/ It is slightly outdated (2001) but offeres definitions, cautions
and advice for booking international airline tickets. No actual booking sites are recommended.
Another site that defines consolidators and bucket shops and offers adivce and has a long nationwide list of
consolidtors is here: http://www.senior-center.com/air1.htm
((standard disclaimer of no financial or fiduciary interest applies))

Your travel Dollars and Euros...
A travel $$$ suggestion: If you are reasonably close to several airports, check all of them for varying round trip
rates. In this area I find that traveling from Newark NJ is often chepaer than flying the same airlines to the same
locations from Philly, In other directions, Baltimore/Washington or one of the local feeder airports is cheaper than
Philly. It does pay to shop around!

A Travel Hint: AAA offices everywhre can providee you with an international Driver's License. You do need a valid
state-side license to get one.

From Steve Lawrence re an earlier Dick Obidinski note re stories of the
past...
I'm sure that some folks have experiences of which they aren't proud, and would rather forget them. Okay, let them lay. But
history, and even shared experiences such as Hof, should be open for discussion, don't you think.
This recently popular idea of "that's past; don't think about it; let's just ignore it; don't worry, just be happy" ...isn't a healthy
way to run a democracy, in my humble opinion.
Being assigned to Hof AS, West Germany, sounded like a great opportunity. Part of that experienced was not seeing the sun
shine for seven or eight weeks at a stretch in the winter, cold and wet, a place refered to as a Bavarian Siberia in a kleinstadt
that took the tagline "Hof: in Bayern ganz oben," when the most citizen-generated enteries was said to be "Hof:...(something
far worse)
To "forget," neglect and never mention these things ... well, heck, we might as well just disband the Association. Moreover, I
don't see anything that could be construed as "negative" in what Jack, you or I wrote. That's just the way it was. And those
who can't face that today, then, really, they probably were part of the problem back then.
-Steve
Steve Lawrence was the Editiro of "The Bavarian Sun", the Hif Air Station Newsletter in the later 60's.

Hof2006...
80 Rooms have been blocked at the Quality for the September 17 - 23 2006 Reunion. The rate of
58€ per room will apply 2 days before and 2 days following the reunion. If anybody arrives earlier
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or stays longer, I feel certain we will be able get the rate ajusted. An American Express, Master
Card, or Visa will be required when making reservations. Reunion attendee's should make their
reservations not later than July 15, 2006.
Quality Hotel
Ernst-Reuter Str.#137
D-95030 Hof
(GERMANY)
Sales Manager: Frau Maneula Kara
Tel: 011-49-9281-7030
Fax: 011-49-9282-703113
Email: Quality-Hof@web.de
Thanks to Chuck Wilson and Robert Hörath for their ongoing efforts!
I made my reservations last time (2002) via email with no problem. If I remember correctly, Frau Kara
speaks good English, a thought confirmed by Chuck Wilson.

This hits close to home...
I am not sure how many of you noticed this. It was not in the mainstream press. I found it in the Air Force
Times, I think, from a tip from Terry Sweeny. The first female Airman, an A1C, killed in Iraq was from the 17th
Training Wing, out of Goodfellow AFB, a place that many of us know as well as others know Keesler. She was
killed recently while providing convoy security duty. Sometimes Equal Opportunity really sucks...
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Photo by Chet Zaremba

For an up-to-the minute view of Kulmbacher Strasse....
Remember the time difference. Pic updates every minute during the busier part of the day, 5 AM to 11 PM local.
http://www.k-zeitler.privat.t-online.de/

On a much lighter note...
The theory that Big Black Hats make you sing better, at least in Country and Western land.... didn't work for me:

And it really didn't work for Andy Brads, our volunteer auctioneer...
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But Bob Alekson was sure singing a different song in a different key...

Above photos by Stu Sturdevant)
But what all this fun and foolishness did for the Salvation Army in Biloxi was to help contribute well over
$4137.50. Here the Association check is being presented to Major Craddock of the Salvation Army in Biloxi by
Art Everhart and Peggy (Cicutto) Adams, along with two unidentified body guards (Actually two retired AF
friends of Art's but the bodyguard bit has much more gravitas).
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Photo from Art Everhart via Chuck Wilson

Hof Reunion hats...
Would you let everyone know in the next update that the guy making caps for us, made a
mistake
and made up an extra 12 caps. There is no way he could sell them, so I took them. I have 12
caps available,
mail was a bit more than I had planned on, so the caps including postage is $16.00. First
come first served.
Jim Riggin jmriggin@yahoo.com
(These are the red/white/blue hats seen everywhere in Nashville!)

Re our recent series on VW's....
Comes this query from a member of the ASA Alpiner's group:

"Did you call the old VW flapper turn signals "mox nix stix?"
Dave Laden
Phila., PA
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ASA -- Bad Aibling Kaserne/Herzo Base '63-'65
(I will add that to the Glossary. The term is familiar and I certainly remember the cars that had them! Ed.)

Innocence Lost?...
In a discussion with Ken Kelly, I mentioned that I knew NOTHING about the bars in downtown Hof, like the
Orient Bar,
since I was married and Pat and I lived happily out in Oberkotzau and hung out at Herr Korn's little
Gastübe/Metzgerei there.
Ken provided this verbal tour of the off-duty habits of the single guy:

... there was a small village (Osseck) off to the left before you got to
Wollbattendorf that had the best Bauernkase - you bought it right from the
farmer.
We used to go to Korn's after our last mid shift and play pinochle, drink
beer, and eat Schinkenbrot sandwiches until 5PM when Jake's opened. Then we
would close Jake's and go to the Orient bar until 4AM. That put us on the
right sleeping schedule for our first day shift the following day. :-)
The Orient bar was near the Bahnhof - Olean Strasse? I don't have a map of
Hof handy. It had a Kegelbahn in the basement - although I never used it. They had a
bouncer because there was often a brouhaha between the drunks. It was a
pretty bad scene usually but they had the only game in town after 2AM plus they had Brathanchen & Pomfrittes to go - wrapped in old newspaper &
dripping with grease - that was delicious after partying for umpteen hours. :-)
:They always had a loud band & plenty of females - most of which your
mother wouldn't approve of - neither would you when you were sober.
Another tidbit I remember is that the Germans said "If you want to know
where there is a good place to eat - ask an American or Ami - a term with
some derogatory overtones.
Ken

Or the following bit from Tim Henderson...
You missed a lot by not having to live in the barracks in Hof, like the
time I bought the coffin and set it up in my room. I needed a large wooden box to ship home
skis, shotgun, etc.
and a coffin was the cheapest box you could buy at that time (DM50). I never got to use it.
When you
ship a coffin, no railroad employee was obliged to handle it, so you had to pay mordida to get
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it moved.
But that's another story.
Tim

From Jerry Middendorf re Travels with Visa...
CREDIT CARDS - 2006 REUNION
I was recently in contact with my VISA credit card bank and they indicated that if you wanted to your credit card
outside of the United States (i.e., Germany) you want have to have an override on your credit account. If this
override is not posted on your account the account holder would not be able to use the credit card outside of the
United States. This override is for FRAUD purposes and the representative I spoke to believes all credit card
banks are doing the override.
The override needs to be updated every 28 days.
I have requested some literature on this override process and will be providing it to the association members
when received.
May want to disseminate this information at a later date.
As always, just a thought.

Jerry & Hilde

Reunions Past and Present...
Gary Dempsey, our Unit Historian, is doing a write-up for the January Newsletter. If you are aware of ANY minireunions that have been going on in the past, and this could be something as small as just some couples getting
together every now and then, please let Gary know historian@dempseyarchives.com

5 Oct 2005

Update #211

Thanks to all you the folks that have paid your FY6 Membership dues. Your membership is paid
through December 31, 2006. Your membership fee’s keep the Association operating in the
black. If any of you are uncertain of your status, please ask by sending an email to
HofReunion@aol.com.

CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
Bob & Lilo Sherwood
= lilo.bob@netzero.com
Tom & Inge Mikloiche
= tmikct@att.net
Jack & Judith Foster
= jackjudithtx@satx.rr.com
ADVANCED MEMBERSHIPS: (Renewing Members that paid their FY6 dues in advance).
Mike & Ursula Assenmacher
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Ray & Roswitha Boyden
Mario & Renate Forgione
Colin Hart
Dick & Shirley Lynch
Kenneth Miller
Bob & Barbara Mollahan
Gail Norvell
Ray Koch
John & Francis Orr

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Larry & Brigitte Coward
FY6 vortex@syix.com
Alois Dietz
FY8 aloisdietz@gmx.de
Al & Mary Freddie
FY6 afreddie@bellsouth.net
Francis & JoAnn Fukumoto FY7 Joumc@aol.com
Ken Jones
FY6 Kjones2840@aol.com
Lynn & Sandra Johnson
FY6 lynn12904@yahoo.com
Jimmy Kay
FY6 Jkay6099@aol.com
Greg & Sandra Krcma
FY7 gkrcma@lakefield.net
Paul & Erika Laven
FY6 plaven@msn.com
Russell Moyer
FY6 sahara@ptd.net
Bernie & Sandra Pieper
FY6 bpieper8937@wowway.com
Claude & Doris Proctor
FY6 proctorc@att.net
Jack Sinagra
FY6 Jacksin@cox.net
Jerry & Cha-hee Stanfield
FY6 jwstanfi@uic.edu
Dewey & Irene Tweed
FY6 dtweed@alltel.net
Bill Porteous
FY6
WILLIAM.PORTEOUS.ctr@jsc.mil
Andy & Martha Brads

FY6

maandpabrads@msn.com

NEW MEMBERS:
Phil & Bonnie Ankrim
Tom & Nadine Wallace
James & Inez Bouton
Stan & Lois Navickas

Gainsville, FL
pankrim@cox.net
Carrolton, GA
770-854-4751
Appalachia, VA
276-565-0532
Huntington Beach, CA sjnavickas@hotmail.com

DONATIONS:
Russ Moyer

$15

NEW FINDS:
James & Susan Doepp Liverpool, NY
Steve Gore
Springfield, MO
William Kelso
Saint Simons Isl, GA

jdoepp@earthlink.net
sgore@signlink.com
wkelso@webtv.net

2/18/2007

Page 10 of 10

2/18/2007

Page 1 of 11

Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Tuesday, October 11, 2005 11:17 PM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #212(JM) Books 11 & 12

Hof Connection Update #212
October 12, 2005
www.hofreunion.com

We all laugh now about the weather in Hof and our Bavarian Siberia, but this picture
sent by C. A Russell reminds me so much of my first day in Hof, in late January 1965,
and of me looking outside in that cold gray morning light and thinking... "Oh Lord, what
have I done?" . Ed.
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The following from D.Bricker dbric30139@yahoo.com was posted on the Reunion BB.
"I am an Air Force 'Brat' born in Hof in 1963. I am looking for anyone that may have pictures of my
dad and/or mom, Raymond & Margaret Sleeper from 1961-1964 while he was stationed there.
Any help would be appreciated."
"Thank you."

Ray Sleeper is listed as part of the 15th in 1962 and I have asked for clarification as to his duty
section. Ed.

And from a guest, Will Eveland, on the Bulletin Board
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I am looking for people who attended the Air Force Language School at Indiana University. I have
a discussion board devoted to this subject at http://groups.msn.com/IUAFLanguageSchool.

Posted since there are many of you that came to Hof via IU.

Re our Biloxi Salvation Army Donation pic in update #211 from Art Everhart and Peggy
(Cicutto) Adams
Jerry, Good Evening:
I invited a couple of Air Force Retirees that lives here in the area to accompany me if they would
like. They were delighted to go and really enjoyed it. They repeated this over and over. They
were impressed that a military association had taken the steps and effort to do this for those less
fortunate.
I am the one with the red shirt. Peggy Adams is next to me. She is a member of our association
and lives in Diamondhead, MS which received tremendous damage. Much of it was completely
wiped away. She was very, very fortunate to have received only minor damage. I had just heard
from her on Monday Evening and while enroute Tuesday morning I called and invited her to
accompany us. As you can see, she was glad to do so. Bill Jett is behind Peggy. Robby Robertson
is behind Major Craddock, (SA) Commander.
The damage in that area is unbelievable. Pictures on TV do not do justice to the damage the area
received. After we arrived at the intersection of I-10 and US 49, it took us over 45 minutes to
arrive at the Salvation Army office. Normally, a 5 - 10 minute trip. We were told that US 49 was
the only route North/South out of Gulfport, MS and that Pass Road was the only East/West route
between Gulfport and Keesler AFB, Ms. I-10 is located North of Gulfport a short distance. It was
also a route E - W.
Major Craddock informed us that they were kept very, very busy taking care of those in need.
She quoted many numbers and types of services that they had provided; however, I did not have
the resources with me to record. The work being done was very impressive. She inquired about
our association and how we came about the donation. It was explained to her that our reunion
was held in Biloxi last year and the members had enjoyed the area and time spent. That our
reunion this year was at the same time frame of the hurricane and the members in attendance had
wanted to make a contribution. Major Craddock thanked the association for their kindness and the
expression of caring in the form of our donation.
We inquired about restaurants, etc. We were told that the IHOP at I-10 were now open for limited
service. Our group did enjoy a cup of coffee at the IHOP. It was packed with people.
Art

And re our donation to the Air Force Enlisted Village:
Dear President Jim Riggin and Members:
Thank you so much for your tremendous show of support. We will make the best possibly use of
your very generous $1000.00 donation. We are dedicated to providing a home to the indigent Air
Force Enlisted widow. We believe these "forgotten Veterans" should live with dignity regardless of
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their financial situation.
Generous friends, such as you, have allowed us to provide more options to our residents. We now
have a beautiful assisted living residence, the Hawthorne House. Widows who can no longer live
independently can now simply move "across the street" instead of leaving us to go to a nursing
home.
Through hard work, careful planning, and dedicated supporters, we hope to make more dreams
come true in the future. Thank you again for helping our residents have a better tomorrow.
Sincerely:
(signed)
James C. Binnicker, CMSAF #9
President and CEO

From: Joe Dernoga
To: All the " HELPING HAND,S" at Nashville:
From the start of the trip to the safe arrival at my home in Baltimore, there were always "HANDS "
attaching themselves to me.
Gene Wetzel's hands were the first to get the thing started. He pushed my wheelchair while I
carried our carry on stuff on my lap and extended
my arms to drag the 2 wheeled bags we had as checked baggage.
Getting me into a seat on the down sized 737 ( like a downsized VW beetle) was a chore but the
hands of Wetzel and the male stew and maybe the
co-pilot helped to turn me around after having to dive face first toward the seat and then get turned
around to face forward like a self
respecting Southwest Air passenger.
ANYHOW!
I got to Nashville and upon arrival, there was a HAND putting a beer into my HAND while the van
driver was still undoing all the wheelchair straps
that they have to use. I don't know who it was, perhaps C.A.. After this, I am going to quit naming
names, as there were so many HANDS.
In the hospitality room, there was always a HAND with a beer. Once I got a beer in my HAND, I
couldn't drive straight. There was always a couple
of HANDS pushing me, saying " where do you want to go, Joe?".
I mean you all know the expression about someone who doesn't have both oars in the water.
What's a guy to do, hold the beer in one hand and
drive in circles or drive straight without the beer. It is indeed a philosophical choice that a man must
make. So, you see, the Hands were
most appreciated. It solved the dilemma.
Some of these HANDS were attached to people that I knew, but very few. By Friday morning, I felt
that I knew everybody, especially after the
RECOGNITION given to Gene Wetzel ( for helping me ) at the formal dinner.
I now don't have HANDS, you all have gone away, at least physically, but there are the CD pictures
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that people have HANDLED and mailed to me.
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO READS THIS!!!
IF YOU HELPED ME, YOU SHOULD FEEL PROUD, BECAUSE YOU MADE a HOF VET HAPPY. AND I
COULDN'T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU!!!

To give you more info concerning the notice (The death of the first female 'Airman' in Iraq) in Hof
Connection Update #211 (Re Goodfellow AFB). That was AlC Elizabeth N. Jacobson, 21, of
Rivera Beach FL. She died when an improvised explosive device was detonated near her convoy
vehicle. She was a Security Policeman assigned to the 17th Security Forces Squadron, Goodfellow
AFB. Info received from the Security Police Association. Please say a prayer for her and her
family.
STU & MARCEY Sturdevant

And re the main gate pic from GAFB, this note by Tim Henderson:
I have been back to San Angelo many times and Always wondered where the B-25 went. Thanks to
Chet Zaremba's picture, now I know. Thanks

$$$ savings alert: For those of you printing the Connection Update each week... If your
printer software supports it, make sure you are printing in "draft" mode and in Black
and White or gray scale. On HP printers, at least, your printer cartridges will last up to 6
times longer and you can hardly tell the difference!

I asked Ali Dietz what was going on with the current election process in Germany and received this
excellent summation:
Realistically only the combination of the two big parties would be possible, although in theory there
would be two more possibilities:
Either the Conservative Parties CDU/CSU or the Socialists form a coalition government with the
Liberals and the Greens.
However, the Liberals have categorically excluded the possibility to join a government with the
Socialists and the Greens, the Greens have done the same with the Conservatives and the Liberals.
But it may well be, that one or both of the small parties reconsider their positions and come up with
a surprising double somersault backwards.
So at present the only realistic possibilities are, that the two big parties form a government with an
overwhelming majority in Parliament or if that fails, Germany will have to go through new elections
(the result would most probably not be very different form the September one).
Informal talks between the Conservatives and the Socialists have started and we have to wait
whether these will lead to formal negotiations for the formation of a new government. First results
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are expected for Monday night (Oct., 10).
I believe, that a coalition between these two would be a terrible thing to happen, because the
economic problems we have in Germany demand drastic reforms, but the coalition agreement will
most likely result in vague compromises and these will probably not contribute significantly to
solving the problems Germany is facing.
But in politics, one never knows how things develop.

Ali also wrote:
The reunion was fantastic, Rosi and I really enjoyed it. We continued our tour through America with
extended stays in New Mexico and Texas. We spent a couple of days in Santa Fe and San Antonio,
stayed for a week in South Padre Island, a beautiful place near Brownsville, TX and arrived back
home on Oct, 6. The difference between the temperatures was shocking, up to 105 F in Texas, 50
F in Munich. Where we live, temperatures are at moderate ca. 70 F.

A Travel $$$ Suggestion: Get your passport now. Waiting till you need "expedited service" can
double your cost! Passport photos are available at AAA for $6 and $7 currently.

If you got hooked on riverboats in Nashville, and also want to sightsee a bit in Eastern Germany,
day trips on paddlewheelers on the Elbe above Plauen might be the right thing for you. Here is a
listing from the Saxony Steamship Lines, in English, that you might like to see. Short or long trips,
the prices didn't look that bad at first glance, and that part of the world along the Saxon Wine Road
and Saechsen Switzerland was beautiful, even in the fog and snow of 2002 after that huge flood.
http://www.saechsische-dampfschiffahrt.de/index_en.html

Just look out for the local dialect! Hofersprache is a breeze compared to Saechsenisch!

Did you happen to know SMSGT Flynn in Hof?
He worked in Special Services. He was short, had dark hair and smoked a cigar. We were there 6971 and he was there before us.
Bill and Susan Holloway ( bnsholloway@hotmail.com )

We do not have a Flynn listed in that time frame at all. Call anybody help? Ed.
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And from the earlier days of the Kaserne:
Served in Hof in 1952 on the 332 CRC DF site. ( Just got back from Germany last nite. Spent 2 days
in Hof again this year.)
Chuck Bowen ( Charbrown@aol.com )

Some of us came thru Hof in better times,
Perhaps some in worse. But some came thru and were probably just glad to be alive, free and away
from the KZ's and later the Communists! I had posted a note about the Association on this site
http://therosenblog.blogspot.com/2005/01/coming-to-america.html
re Hof after I found it during a www.alltheweb.com search on/for Hof/Saale. We received the
following:
Dear Jerry
I'll let my mother know about this (she was in Hof/Saale before I was born.) She tends to be reticent
about this part of her life with
people outside of our family, but you never know. Wouldn't it be wonderful if she could find some of
her friends that she made in Hof,
other DPs.
I remember in 1989 watching the news showing the very first train of East Germans arriving in thenWest Germany - in Hof/Saale! What a
thrilling moment. I have wondered since that time if the old DP barracks were still there, and if the
newly-arrived East Germans used
them for a short time?
Steve Rosenbach
__________
And at the same time, from an exchange with Charlie Epperson (6915th OPN, mid-late 60's)
whose father-in-law was an Ostarbeiter during the war: I am mailing him the info I have re the Camp
in the immediate post war years. {If you are not familiar with the Ostarbeiter term, these are the
people initially "invited" from the captured Eastern Territories by the "powers that be during the war"
to "work" in wartime Germany.. Later it all turned into forced labor gangs, about one step above the
KZ's and Death Camps").
(My father-in-law) was there (in the Kaserne) during and after the war. He's talked about sneaking
into the barracks and stealing from the German soldiers so his family could exist. I questioned him
as to which barracks, and it was the one we lived in (I think). ((The 6915th Trick barracks. Ed))
I would be very interested in anything you have from that time, and will get him to comment on
any and all of it. Of course, I'll get his permission to share his recollections with you and others.
He's been pretty tight-lipped so far, but we can work on it.
Send the CD and other materials, and I'll work on him to get his story. He won't use a computer so,
it may take some time.
Thanks,
Charlie

[What I have available is a portion of the UNRRA Yiddischer Camp Yearbook from 1946 on CD and a
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series of notes written by the UNRRA camp commander home to his parents, if anybody else is
interested. The notes are copies of copies from the Washington, D.C. Holocaust Museum and are
not all totally readable]

From Jerry Middendorf:
At the last association membership meeting, it was mentioned that dues paying members could
provide input on locations for future reunions. The reunion location for 2007 will be voted on
sometime in early 2006. For the 2008 and subsequent reunion locations when can members submit
recommended locations for future consideration by the association management and/or voting by
members.
You may want to put the response to the this question in the newsletter and/or add it to the by-laws
of the association.
Jerry
The answer is that any member of the association may submit a city for consideration. The next site
selection committee will be named for 2008 probably after the first of the year by Jim Riggen,
Association President. A good time for forward city names to Jim might be after the committee is
named. Ed.

From Robert Hörath, our German Representative comes this picture in the "ProHof" Chamber of
Commerce magazine. These lovely ladies are all from the Oberfranken or Hof areas and most now
living in the States. They also just happen to attend our Reunions.
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Beginning with this issue of the Connection update, we will post all known
information about "New Finds" and new members that we have available in a effort to
trigger old memories in old minds, of old times and old friendships.

9 Oct 2005

Update #212

Would you like the German Recipe for Dressner Stollen? Go to
www.hofreunion.com and click on the BulletinBoard button. When
the window opens, click on Enter Bulletin Board. Look at
The 2nd topic, Favorite Recipes and click. The Dressner Stollen

2/18/2007

Page 10 of 11

Recipe will be the 1st Entry. Don’t overlook the delicious “Cream
Roll” recipe that is the 2nd entry.
We’d love to see more German recipes posted to the website. We know you
gals know how to koch.

At the 2005 Nashville Reunion, the Association membership voted
to donate $1000.00 to the US Air Force Enlisted Foundation.
Please go to www.hofreunion.com and enter the website. Cursor
down to the 4th Item of our Mission Statement and click on the Air
Force Enlisted Foundation hyperlink. When the website opens,
view the pictures but don’t rush away. Click on a few of the
buttons in left hand column. What a marvelous organization!
Look the website over good.
CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
= kmiller98@satx.rr.com
Kenneth Miller
Albert (Gene) & Pat Frank= genepat@sigecom.net.
= slkrieg@ptd.net
Lewis & Susan Krieg
Ken LeJeune
= klejeune@peoplepc.com
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Bobby & Marcia Sturdevant FY6,7
FY6
Raymond Startz

stuclan@earthlink.net
913-236-8687

NEW MEMBERS:
Len & Connie Dignard

Bunnell, FL LconLen@aol.com

NEW FINDS:
Daryl Groves Defuniak Springs, Fl 850-892-6865 Daryl wants to hear
From you guys that remember him at Doebra 1970-72.
Bill and Norma Goff St. Petersburg, FL Wilbuc@aol.com 602nd 1958-59. Bill
remembers Kukafka well. Would like to hear from any of you other folks that were at Hof
during his tour.
Jim & Gloria were flushed out by Steve Murphrey. Great job Steve.

Pleasantville, PA
James & Gloria Mitchell
hear
from any of you 64-66 folks

814-589-5042 Jim said he’d love to

Bristol, PA
215-788-8803 1958-60 Air Police.
Jerry & Evelin Schwartz
Jerry may have known Ed Leach. Jerry would like to hear from you 58-60 Guys.
New London, NC 704-463-5407 Boyce worked in the
Boyce Turner
orderly room 64-66. He’d love to hear from any of you folks that remember him.

FINAL FLYBY: James Sanderson,Terry Smith, John Condon, Henry
Blankenship,

2/18/2007

Page 11 of 11

Henry K. Blankenship, a U.S. Air Force veteran, died Monday at a Birmingham hospital. He was
64. Blankenship was a former police officer in Bay Minette and Atmore. He was a native of
Birmingham and a resident of Lineville, Ala.

Survivors include his wife, Rebecca Blankenship of Lineville; Former wife, Gisela
Blankenship of Daphne, one daughter, Sandra Blankenship of Silverhill; one son,
Patrick Blankenship of Bluffton, S.C.; two stepsons, James Watson and Michael
Watson, both of Excel; his mother, Ada Shaw of Pensacola; two brothers, Elbert
Shaw of Germany and Harry Shaw of Gulf Breeze, Fla.; one stepbrother, Lawson
Shaw of Gainesville, Fla.; seven grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
Benefield Funeral Home in Lineville.
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Wednesday, October 19, 2005 12:29 AM
Fw: Hof Connection update #213(jm)

Hof Connection Update #213
October 19th, 2005
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Travel Suggestions for Hof2006...
A Travel $$$ Suggestion: Check with your local/personal auto insurance agent about foreign coverage and rental
coverage with your current policy. Also check with your credit card provider. Some Gold and Platinum cards
provide SOME coverage for overseas rentals. Get all the details to be secure, safe and insured.

We will have a lot more on this but...
Reservations for Hof2006 can be made between April 1 and July 15, 2006 by contacting the
Quality Hotel via telephone, 011-49-9291-7030; FAX 011-49-9281-703-113; or Email < qualityhof@web.de >. Please provide your AMX, VISA or Master Card number and expiration date.
Discover Card can’t be used in Europe.
cw
The Quality Hof is located on Ernst Reuter Strasse, the "Little Autobahn", just north of
Kulmbacher Strasse (the street the Kaserne is located on).
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Rooms
111

Credit Cards:
/ American Express / Mastercard /
Visa / DinersClub

Doubles

The Quality Hotel Hof is set in a contemporary white block building and located in the
heart of the Fichtelgebirge, the Franconian forest, 1.5 kilometers away from the city
center. The 111 air conditioned guestrooms are decorated in a modern style in green
with wooden furnishings. All guestrooms are equipped with telephones, radios, Internet
ports, and satellite television with pay movies.
In the Franconian Restaurant, guests can sample regional specialties along with
international dishes in a modern, relaxed setting. Guests can unwind in the bar, the
Franconian Bierstube, which offers a selection of beers and other drinks. Alternatively, a
limited hours room service is available. The hotel has its own health club, where guests
can relax in the sauna or solarium. Dry cleaning services, laundry services and a
currency exchange are available and the Hotel Hof has a 24 hour front desk for
convenience. Internet access is also available for those wishing to plan their schedules or
look up local information. Numerous activities can be found nearby, with downhill
skiing facilities, boat rentals, bicycle rentals, miniature golf, bowling and a children's
playground all within three kilometers. Nurnberg Airport is approximately 60 minutes
driving time and distance of 90 kilometers.

Business Facilities
Conference Center
Secretarial service

Hotel Facilities
Bar
Children's Club
Disabled facilities
Elevators
Pets allowed
Restaurant

Room Facilities
Air-Conditioning
No smoking


Leisure Facilities
Casino [30 k's away]

Hotel Location
 Airport
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Health/Wellness Center
Winter Sports

Train Station

Country information:
Drivers information: INTERNATIONAL LICENCE.
Spoken languages: GERMAN, ENGLISH [some of the staff also spoke Russian in 2002]
Electricity: 220V



Then, now and mini-reunions...


That's what we looked like then,
This is a photo of part of Czech class SCZ 9-12-63 on the train from Frankfurt to Hof on January 26, 1965. [The S
is for Syracuse, CZ the language, and the starting date of the class follows]
Left to Right: Wesley DeWoody, Roger Preslar, Chet Zaremba, John Reynolds, and John Springer.
Wes currently lives in North Carolina, Roger in Bradon, Florida, I'm up here in the hills [of PA], John Reynolds is
living in Hof with his wife who is from there, and John Springer, who was from California, is among those whom
we have not yet found. Other members of SCZ 9-12-63 were Richard B. Williams, and Kenneth Alcorn [who
recently returned from the Peace Corps in Thailand]
BTW, I will be traveling to Florida in mid-October for a SCZ 9-12-63 mini-reunion at the Williams' residence in
Palm Coast. Scheduled to be in attendance are R.B.Williams, Roger Preslar, Wes DeWoody, and perhaps
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Ken Alcorn from the orig. class. A bunch of other Hofer's will also be there, main among them is Tom
McKinney. Tom was also a -E who was starting his second tour in Hof when we were flying over out of
McGuire. We met him at McGuire and he wound up on D Flight and was instrumental in helping us all get settled
both on base and at the site. At the end of his second tour, Tom was a SSgt. Analyst for the -E section on "D".
This will be the THIRD "-E Dog Flight" mini reunion, Others were in 1998 in Orlando and in 2000 in Palm Springs,
California.
We are all still very close and no one EVER, EVER changed.
CZ
.
Here's what we looked like in 2000 in Palm Springs.....

L to R: Vic Popovich, Rich Williams, Wes DeWoody, Roger Preslar, Tom McKinney, Ken Alcorn, Chet
Zaremba, Gordon Albritton

When you check the Wetterdienst in Hof/Saale...
If you have forgotten the conversion, the Centigrade to Fahrenheit rule of thumb is double the C and add 30..
c.a.russell.

http://www.frankenpost.de/service/wetter/region/

And with no further weather comment needed...
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Re Hof2006...
Most budget and consolidator ticket agencies will not show rates more than 330 days out, which pretty much
means the end of this month before we can start digging for ticket rates for Hof2006

Just a note...
on the Final Flyby for Henry Blankenship.
I am sorry to read about Henry's passing. I remember the first day I tried to get on the Radar Site (602 ACW).
The bus let everyone off at the gate ( Henry was on duty) I walk on through the gate just like everyone. All of
sudden this black dog started barking and Henry ask me where I was going. At the time I knew nothing about
Security Badges. Being new to the AF, I said, with a shrug of my shoulders, I don't know anything about badges.
Henry quickly informed me and the black dog just looked at me. I got my badge. After that I always kidded Henry
about his pal (the dog Schwartz), which he did not appreciate). I would always ask him when he was on duty
where his pal was. The last time I wrote Henry (last year 2004) I asked him about his pal. Henry told me in no
uncertain terms about what he thought about my comments. I am glad we were still able to communicate.
God will have a special place for him.
Gary E. Moon

For all you 203's, 98G's, non-linguists and otherwise...
that have struggled with German, or Turkish, Urdu, Italian, Thai or Japanese or British and etc.,, let alone the
Eastern European languages like Russian, Polish, Czech and Slovak, Hungarian, Rumanian, Albanian, Bulgarian
and now the Satellite languages like Kazak, Tadjik, Azeri and Georgian... Look what the US Army is up to these
days!

U.S. Army to Provide Rosetta Stone® Foreign Language Training
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http://www4.army.mil/ocpa/read.php?story_id_key=8015
Somehow I would rather spend time at the Presidio (the DLI Language School) in Monterey!

A gentle reminder...
Fiscal year 2006 dues are due anytime between now and the end of the calendar year. About January 15th the
mailing lists will be redone to reflect who is current and who isn't. Those not current with their dues will be
dropped from the Update mailing lists at that time.

And a lot of historical military trivia
that has not a single thing to do with Hof/Saale!
http://www.strategypage.com/cic/docs/cic140a.asp
From way back then to now!

In response to the question...
From Bill and Susan Holloway
"Did you happen to know SMSGT Flynn in Hof?
He worked in Special Services. He was short, had dark hair and smoked a cigar. We were there 69-71 and he
was there before us."
we got the following reply from Steve Lawrence:
believe I do. He was a neat guy, a character, full of bravado, in every good sense.
He also had a pretty messed up back and figured he'd have a pretty good disability check due him upon retirement. And
"retirement" to him was selling/rep'ing Spaulding basketballs and sports equipment to U.S. Special Service gyms and
dependent schools across Europe. He had the contacts, both at Spaulding and at the bases and posts. It was perfect
serendipity for a good guy.
--Steve

Re the Hof Reunion hats...
I asked Jim Riggen if he had any left and received the following:
have had four caps ordered, received money for two so far. There are at least eight caps left.
Jim
BUT... Phil Murray ordered one for Walter, the Cajun Breakfast Chef from the Holiday Inn in Nashville, and
received a nice thank you note back. So if you see somebody somewhere making great omelet's, wearing a Hofer
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cap and speaking with a Cajun accent, you'll know the deal.

Chuck and Monica Wilson
are on vacation this week...
But we have one new find from Phil Ruth
Ulysses Counts
785 Markham Rd.
Tryon, NC 28782-2817
828-859-5786
Ulysses was In Hof 60-62, with the 6915th
He has no personal email address but will send along his grand-son's ASAP
And a correction:
Len and Connie Dignard's correct email address is Lconlen1@aol.com , not lconlen at aol dot com
And a change
Patricia Forgione's new email address is Patricia_Forgione@freenet.de

.
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Friday, October 21, 2005 10:53 PM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #214(JM) Early edition 9,10

Hof Connection Update #214
10/22/05
www.hofreunion.com

Jerry Mangas, Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Since I will be unavailable the early part of next week, edition #214
is being put out early. #215 should arrive at the usual time on
11/2/05.
Contributions to the updates, questions and comments accepted at
any time.
Jerry

Courtesy copies of the Hof Connection Update to: Burt and Sue Lowry and George and Marilyn
Wangerow. copies will go by mail to the other new finds listed below.
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A Travel $$$ suggestion:
Check long term parking rates at your departure airport. Off site long term parking may be far cheaper
than using on-terminal lots. Some off site lots will even wash your car for you, All should supply dead
battery jumps. (Your clock and alarm systems stay active and may eventually run your battery down.)

Memorize this location!
You will need to find it for Hof2006!

Well.... Things have changed a bit since the 1930's, but I think you'll recognize it when you see it!
originally from www.usarmyeur.com) and listed there as Bamberg Kaserne(!). And no, that is not an
American or FRG flag.

And this one:
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For you "old" Hof2002 hands, you'll know it. For the newbies, this is the Franconia Bar, lounge and dining
area (to the right) at the Quality Hof. It is the Breakfasst Buffet area in the AM.

Re the snowy front gate picture from CA Russell in #212
If you noticed the USAF ambulances in front of the dispensary in that mid 60's picture?
I received the following from Jack Farrell (1966):
You are a prince! When I saw that picture in the newsletter, I knew I had to have it. Yep, them's
my ambulances. The small one was a Mercury. Tough to work in with limited space in the gurney
area. The Pontiac was better but with limited head space for such things as CPR and
rescusitation. I'm trying to make out the car next to the Pontiac. Might be nurse Major Cucka's
VW Ghia 1500 (depending on when the picture was taken) but it doesn't really look like it. Parking
there was kind of a no-no without real good reason. Thanks for sending.
Jack
I then asked Jack how fast that big Pontiac would go, since my wife and I had a Nürnberg trip in
it one nasty day in 1966...
Remember that long straight stretch at Bayreuth? It was great for "blowing out the carbon." The
speedometer measured up to 120 mph (not kph). The speedo would peg pretty quickly, once
you got on the gas, but accelleration continued. I don't know how fast the Pontiac would go
because (1) the speedo only went to 120, and (2) I always chickened out prior to maximum
speed. The engine was 440 cubic inches or better so I'm guessing that max was somewhere in
the neighborhood of 150 - 160 mph. And that on quartermaster gas. On premium fuel? Too
scary for me.
Jack

Re the $$$ savings alert for printers in draft mode ...
I have a HP all-in-one printer (purchased this June). On this printer the Draft mode is
apparently called the "Fast" mode.
Jerry Midddendorf (1963)

A comment from the Crypto-Dude and the Cajun with the Hofer Hat...
I am happy to read that someone took care of Walter. Those monster
omelets started of the day just right. It seemed they got larger each day
and the one on Friday covered my plate. I did give him a cook to cook
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complement. I told him I love to cook and do it well, but he has me beat.
Joe Dernoga (1962)

Planning Hof2006....
If you are planning on doing additional traveling before/during or after the 2006 Zuzammenzeit and have
not been back to Europe for a good while, you should know that for all practical purposes, there are no
customs or control points where you sit in long lines to cross the borders between the
"Shengen" countries. Traveling between 15 European States is now basically like traveling between
Maryland and West Virginia. The speed limits and the languages change, and sometimes the coinage, but
that is it! You will go thru Customs/Immigration/Passport Control at your first point of entry into Europe
and not again while traveling between these countries. Travel into and back from non-Shengen countries
such as Czech Republic or Poland will take you thru Customs again.

The 15 Schengen countries are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Iceland, Italy, Greece, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.
All these countries except Norway and Iceland are European Union members.
The name "Schengen" originates from a small town in Luxembourg. In June 1985,
seven European Union countries signed a treaty to end internal border checkpoints and
controls. More countries have joined the treaty over the past years. At present, there are
15 Schengen countries, all in Europe.
(And since somebody for sure will bring it up, NO! Nobody drives to Iceland!)
Thanks to Jerry Middendorf (1963) for the above info.

For Hof2006...
In response to a question about health insurance in Germany while traveling from Gary Cherpes (1959)
forwarded to Jerry Middendorf who seems to have connections to everybody everywhere and
researches better/faster than even I do... We have the following:
==============================
I contacted MEDICARE and my health provider (BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD) for information on medical
coverage overseas (i.e., EUROPE, specifically GERMANY). Here's what they told me. Publications
(supporting documentation) are on the way.
MEDICARE
1. Will not pay medical expenses outside the United States (exception - in some cases will pay for
medical expenses in CANADA and MEXICO)
2. Medicare publication number 11037 covers payment of medical expenses outside the UNITED
STATES.
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BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD (BS/BS)
1. For physician or hospital expenses, the policy holder must pay for all medical expenses up front and
then file a claim upon return to the UNITED STATES.
2. For BS/BS this requirement is covered in pages 18, 94 and 95 of their SERVICE BENEFIT PLAN
(copy forthcoming)
GENERAL INFORMATION extracted from
http://www.frommers.com/destinations/germany/0224020007.html

1. Since Germany for most of us is far from home, and a number of things could go
wrong -- lost luggage, trip cancellation, a medical emergency -consider the
following types of insurance.
Check your existing insurance policies and credit card coverage before you buy
travel insurance. You may already be covered for lost luggage, canceled tickets, or
medical expenses. The cost of travel insurance varies widely, depending on the cost
and length of your trip, your age and health, and the type of trip you're taking, but
expect to pay between 5% and 8% of the vacation itself.
2.

Medical Insurance -- For travel overseas, most health plans (including Medicare
and Medicaid) do not provide coverage, and the ones that do often require you to pay
for services upfront and reimburse you only after you return home. Even if your plan
does cover overseas treatment, most out-of-country hospitals make you pay your bills
upfront, and then send you a refund after you've returned home and filed the necessary
paperwork with your insurance company. As a safety net, you may want to buy travel
medical insurance, particularly if you're traveling to a remote or high-risk area where
emergency evacuation is a possible scenario. If you require additional medical insurance,
try MEDEX International (tel. 888/MEDEX-00 or 410/453-6300;
www.medexassist.com) or Travel Assistance International (tel. 800/821-2828;
www.travelassistance.com; for general information on services, call the company's
Worldwide Assistance Services, Inc., at tel. 800/777-8710).
3.

Jerry
((The standard disclaimer applies: we have no financial or fiduciary relationship with any of these

companies))

Where to send your dues?
Hof Reunion Association
PO Box 276883
Sacramento, CA 95827-6883
Thanks to Joe Hunt (1960) for the address reminder!
And from a question by Don Daniels (1956)...
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Dues are now due at the start of the calendar year, January. You can send in your 2006 dues anytime
from now to January 15th and stay current and on the various mailing lists we maintain.

A sad note...
Harold Krinning (6915th, 1962) passed away the first part of Sept. 2005. He is
survived by his wife Lou and two daughters Pam and Cathy and one son Rusty.
Thank You
Bennie Hopper (1965)

And a ticket to ride...
And take your friend...
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A free one-way third class ticket on the Express to Moscow, valid at any German station for members of
the KPD, (The German Communist Party). 873 km from the Erika Bar. Not mentioned but implied is the
phrase "Don't let the swinging door hit you in the butt on the way out".
Thanks to James Haney (62-64)

Related Reunion News....
From the Bavarian Comrades and Soldiers Association... (BVK)...
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Airborne objects at a glance...

40 members of the BKV took a tour recently thru the Bundeswehr radar station on 794 meter
high Döbraberg and saw a powerpoint presentation by Lt Timo Raue on the historical development of the
radar station. The station has progressed from the three 90' towers that we knew to a single tower with a
7 meter by 7 meter antenna that turns (if I have my quickie translation correct) at 6 times per minute and
watches the airspace over and around Germany out to a distance of 450 Km.
Thanks to Margit and Pete Payne (1961) and Margit's brother from Rehau for the picture (Probably
from the Frankenpost?)

2/18/2007

Page 10 of 11

We can probably expect the same tour thru the station. In 2002 it was excellent!

For the Halloway's question in #212
Ref: SMSgt Flynn,
I believe in the late 60's this might have been his second tour. I played basketball for the HOF
team in 62-63 and he was running Special Services at that time. He took over when the Air Force
took change of command from the Army. Dick Obidinski and I worked a deal with Sgt Flynn to
stock the Gym with tennis shoes for check out. He was allotted X dollars to stock a gym and run
an intramural program. By us stocking his tennis shoes. He was able to provide a better overall
program with the funds available. In exchange we got two basketballs and 10 basketball jersey's.
I ran into SMSgt Flynn again in 1970 when I was TDY to Döbra for ATC manning assist. He
tried to talk me back into playing for the HOF team.
Tom Nickerson (1962)

20 OCT 2005

Update #214

CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
Len & Connie Dignard
= LconLen1@aol.com
Larry & Brigitte Cowherd
= vortex@syix.com
John & Sissy Mittermeier = sissy45@cox.net
Mario & Renate Forgione = patricia_forgione@freenet.de
Howard & Patti Resnick =
650 Verona Pl., Weston, Fl 33326 (email stays as is)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
J. C. & Rosieschof Critchley
Auby & Regina Curtis
Lloyd & Lorna Wingate Geigley
Ron & Bonnie Arel
Dan & Mary McKown
Jackie & Edith Stewart

FY6
FY7
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6

Rosieschof@aol.com
aubyd@erols.com
lggeig@erols.com
ronbonarel@hotmail.com
mckown4@aol.com
Jste105857@aol.com

NEW MEMBERS:
Thomas & Rita Foss Alexandria, VA
FossThomas@aol.com
Bill & Norma Goff
St. Petersburg,FL Wilbuc@aol.com

NEW FIND:
Lonnie & Martha Akers

Montgomery, AL 334-277-1893

Lonnie has Parkinson disease and his activities are limited. He’d love to hear from
anybody that remembers him. They were happy to be found and will definitely join
the
Association.
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Ulysses Counts
Tryon, NC
828-859-5786 (Found by Phil Ruth) Great Work Phil.
He and his (ex) wife were in Hof in 1961. Divorced a short time after departing Hof.
Would love to hear from anybody that remembers him.
Bert & Sue Lowry
Wetumpka, AL blowry5971@aol.com
Excited to learn of Reunion Association. Would love to hear from anybody that was
in Hof during their tour of duty.
George-Marilyn Wangerow Universal City,TX gwangerow@satx.rr.com
If you remember George, send him an email. He’d love to receive an email from you.
Make the subject: Hof Saale.
Gordon (Hoagy) & Friscilla Carmichael – Miles, TX 325-468-5801
Seemed Interested. Would like to hear from some of his former colleagues.
Rudolph Espinosa
Waco, TX
254-756-6497
Rudy was happy and grateful that
CA
found him. He is now 75. He’d love to hear from you folks that remember him.
Erhard Harms, 1947

Amana, IA

319 622 6810 28th Constabulary Chaplain, is now 89

years old. Retired a Colonel
Curt Becker
1947
Constabulary.

Rapid City, SD

605-341-1160 Was Chaplain's Assistant 28

FINAL FLYBY: Gerald Hogenmiller (unk), died 1991
Harold Krinning (1962), died Sept, 2005
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Wednesday, November 02, 2005 12:36 AM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #215(JM) 9&10

#215, 11/01/05
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas, Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

A Nashville Flashback...
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phto by Gary Cherpes

For those of you that were not able to attend and wonder who in the world is the "Cajun" cook we keep talking
about, here he is with a couple of friends. Thanks to Phil Murray, Walt is the prowd owner of an Association
Baseball cap. Possibly the only Non-Hofer in the world to have one. And frankly, he would have fit in just fine!

Anybody???
Does anybody have a valid address or phone number for Wade Simpson? His phone number is no longer working
and his old email address is no longer valid.
Please respond to hofreunion@dejazzd.com if you have any information.
The same question applies to Andy Brads, our indefagitable auctioneer in Nashville. Andy has dissapeared and his
addresses/phone numbers no longer work.
Jerry Mangas
Secretary
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A Travel $$$ suggestion: Total up your projected/potential long-term parking fees and then check with your local
major car rental companies to see what they charge for a one way trip to your departure airport. Often they have
cars to return to major locations and will rent a one-way delivery car quite cheaply. Cheaper than parking long
term. Don't forget to factor in the return rental!
Travel and ticket site suggestions are beginning to come in. If you have a site to suggest that you have found,
bring it on!

Remember these....
Road markers or reflectors that let you know just which side of the road you were trying to navigate on when the
visibility in the fog or snow was about 20 feet. and you couldn't get out of first gear and the effects of a bleed
night were beginning to take hold? 2 dots of that side, a bar on this side. And they had a truck mounted machine
that washed them off from time to time. Highway wisdom like that could be used here in PA and other states I
have had to travel in.

photo by Chet Zaremba

Huge picture files and the little ones you see here on the update.... and
virus protection!
In response to a message from one of our Board members still stuck on dial-up, please use care in forwarding
those huge files that contain songs, pictures, commercials etc to those members that still have to download the
slow way. For you big city types, DSL is just getting to the hinterlands, and in many places is terribly expensive
still. Also many people do not have huge mailbox memories to play with, which includes me as I recently found
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out.
I use a freeware program to reduce those humongous 1-2--3 etc meg files to little bitty 50K to 100K files for
publication. The program is called "Pix Resizer" and is available at http://bluefive.pair.com/free95.htm . The
programmer has other freeware* there that I have NOT used and cannot speak for, but this one works just fine
and is simple to use. When it saves a picture that has been reduced in size, and you have your choice of sizes, it
labels it to include the new size in the file name, as in
Hofreunionlogo(192X256).jpg so you have the original and the newly reduced file. Saves a lot of transmittal time
and bandwidth for those still on dial-up. And since I just recently got out from under that particular rock, I can
sympathize.
*freeware is just that! Free. But the owner will often ask for donations if you use and appreciate his/her product.
A bit of courtesy would be appreciated.
On the same note, one of our members is still virus infested. Easy to tell it is a member because the
Hofreunion@dejazzd.com addy is ONLY used by Association members and somebody out there has a "mass
mailer" "worm" and if you DID NOT update today, it will run right thru your protection systems! This one
happens to be called

W32.Mytob.LM@mm
(the link will take you to the Norton site for full appreciation of what this stinker can do). All we can ask is that
you update your defenses DAILY and scan your systems as often as time permits. Keep your firewalls, your
antivirus and your spy ware defeaters running with the absolute newest versions.The same applies to your
operating system. If you have questions or have no clue what I am referring to, feel free to call me using the
phone number in the roster during polite East Coast hours (not after 10 PM.

We all have one...
A picture of a 5K sign, that is!

Chet Zremba on the left and Joe Dernoga on the right.
I can't at the moment find my pic of a sign that said
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"Der Graben ist die Zonengrenze!"
And I came very close to stepping over it to get a good picture of a guard tower!

1 NOV 2005

Update #215

"The HRA Board of Directors offer FREE Membership to folks that can't afford to
support the Association with a $15 annual membership fee." Therefore, it is
nonproductive for members in good standing to pass along e-copies of the
Master Hof Roster to non members. The receiver of the bootlegged roster will
fail to fill in a membership form and miss out on a great deal of information that
members in good standing receive. The Board of Directors is asking that all
members of the HRA cooperate. If your friend or friends are not a member of
the Association, encourage them to fill in the membership form and mail it to the
address at the top of the form. If they can't afford the $15, tell them to send in
the completed form without payment.- If you or your friends need a membership
form, contact C.A. Russell mailto:russca@bellsouth.net or go to the Association
Website.
Ben Baker writes: Thanks to all of you who work so diligently to keep this
Association alive and active. Although I have not been able to participate in
the reunions, I look forward to getting the newsletters. They are well done
and have contributed to my making contact with a few of the 6915th guys I
worked with from 1960-62. Keep up the good work.

UxÇ Ut~xÜ
›

CA Russell writes:
Sometimes we get 2nd hand information on the demise of our folks, and sometimes we just mistakenly read some
wrong information into our search process, anyhow..
We had a guy on our Final Flyby list, that didn't belong there.
I ran thru a copy of old orders, and came across John W Wolfe, home leave address, and PCS base in
Cutbank,Montana, including transportation info for his wife Hedda. I knew John was on the FF list, but thought
she would be pretty easy to find, and I would give Hedda a call to verify John's passing, and offer her the
opportunity to sign up with us.
Wasn't necessary to talk to her. John answered the phone. Told him we thought he was a long gone, he laughed.
John was an AP from '62-'65, I remember him, and so do a whole lot of other guys who had nothing but good
things to say about him.

CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
Bill Falck
= ccoors1@msn.com
Arnie & Nettie Burnett =missnettie@frontiernet.net ( Bullhead City, AZ)
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Larry & Mary Lou Shriver = mshriver6@yahoo.com ( SunCity, AZ)
E.T. & Vera Row

=

Bobby Starr
John & Lottie Williams

= bobbylynnstarr@yahoo.com
= johnlottie@verizon.net

ETRow7@juno.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Ben & Harriet Baker

FY6

Ted & Marlene Bey

FY6

bhbaker@adelphia.net
tedbey@hotmail.com

Billy & Karin Hall
FY7
Lonnie & Hazel Henderson FY7

hwaldeslust@aol.com
chief@netride.net

Tom & Joyce Herriman

FY6

Dan & Darlene Holden
Wayne & Judy Jones

FY7/8 dardan@insightbb.com
FY 6
wayjudjonz@msn.com

Bill & Karleene Little

FY6

wild-willy@webtv.net

Joe Pecora
Don & Diane Spirk

FY7
FY7

jbpecora@earthlink.net
d.spirk@att.net

Brent & Linda Scott
Sam & Ursula Wilson

FY6
FY7

scottbrent@comcast.net
SamuWilson@aol.com

Jim & Loretta Worthy

FY6

E.T. & Vera Row

FY7

660-695-3737

jworthy@brightok.net
ETRow7@juno.com

NEW MEMBERS:
Erika Hahn Vaughn

WE6

402-572-0862

DONATIONS:
Ben & Harriet Baker
Dan & Darlene Holden
Wayne & Judy Jones

$10.00
$20.00
$15.00

NEW FIND:
jandhwolfe@mt.net
John & Hedda Wolfe
Ulm, MT
Alive and doing well. Hopes to attend the HofSaale Reunion.

Denise Nemiroff (Daughter of Julius & Barbara) 318 ½ W. Organ St., Las Cruces, NM
Tel 505-541-9682 ) Would love to hear from anybody that knew her
deceased parents.

Zip 88005-2631

Gary & Linda Hearn

Mckeesport, PA

ghearn11@yahoo.com

Gary remembers a lot of you guys out there and hopes that a few of you will
call him.
Harry & Joyce Sperry

Webster, FL

rockyriver@direcway.com

Harry would love to hear from any of you folks that remember him.

FINAL FLYBY: Julius Nemiroff, Eddy Collins, John Vaughn
Dick Nelson (Died Sep1, 2005) Dick attended the Reno, Colorado Springs and Las Vegas
Reunions. He missed Biloxi due to illness but was an avid Association supporter. God Bless His
Soul. No obituary available.

LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN: Barbara Nemiroff
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
<garnstein@calalum.org>
Wednesday, November 16, 2005 1:46 PM
Hof Connection update #217(JM)

George:
Hopefully your email address is still correct. We just found
your 76th Recon Troop website and are including it in our
weekly update as part of the Hof Kaserne history and will
include mention of your unit on our website.
The Hof Reunion Association is composed of any and all
military and civilians, German and American with a history
or an association with Hof/Saale Germany. The main groups
are U.S. Air Force vets of the 602/3/6th AC&W Squadrons
and the 6910/12/15th Security Squadron/Group between
about 1958 and 1972 but also include members of the US
Army 28th Constabulary from 1947 on thru members of the
US Army 2nd Cav up into the 1980's.
We are the second largest military reunion group in the US,
with over 3800 names on our master roster at the moment,
about 900 active with about 600 receiving this weekly e-mail
update.
We will again return to Hof in 2006!
Any history, names, stories, facts, lies and damn lies
about Hof would be appreciated for inclusion in our
updates.
I hope you enjoy this edition!
Jerry Mangas (Hof/Saale 1965-1968)
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Secretary
Hof Reunion Association

Hof Connection Update #217
11/16/05
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com
With apologies for the lateness of this issue...
I spent last evening, Tuesday, a night which is usually devoted to the newsletter, taking part
in a local FEMA/PEMA emergency drill centered around the Nuclear Power Plant in Limerick,
PA as a radio operator. (I have been a Amateur or Ham Radio Op for almost 25 years). My
operating partner was a biochemist from the EPA who had done considerable work in
Germany examining the various soils of the numerous rubble piles left over from WW II.
The tie-in to things Hof was that he spoke fairly good German, had checked the soils in Berlin
("sandy, easy to tunnel in"), and particularly at Teufelsberg or "T-Berg", the highest point in
Berlin and the site of one of our sister ASA units (He called it "the place with all the radar
towers on top") and he is also quite familiar with the Biloxi/Gulfport area. (He wonders just
where they are going to put all the waste from Katrina/Rita.)
The further tie in to Hof is that part of this exercise or "Smokescreen" if you will, involved an
evacuation of a ten mile radius around Limerick. I know many of you will remember
the :Smokescreen" term, an exercise or drill that, if run properly, could really get your blood
pressure up and your heart pounding, even though it was "just a drill".
When I saw the Limerick evacuation maps and plans, with all the varioius routes outlined on
real maps, with real destinations and clear directions, plans for schools and hospitals, rallying

2/18/2007

Page 3 of 9

points etc, and mentally compared that detail to our "NEO" plan of the 60's in Hof/Saale, it
really set me back! What we had at our time and place was, I think, nothing more than a farce
in one act. A handwrittten map to nowhere. We were probably not much more than atomic
dust in potential, (See "American Soldier" by Gen. Franks, mentioned in an earlier update)
and for me at least, that was a potential that neither I nor anybody I was familiar with every
discussed at all. And never much thought about until recently.
Jerry Mangas, Editor

What They Wouldn’t Do for Recreation
By Anonymous (Names withheld to protect the innocent and the guilty)
One cold February morning in 1962 Charlie Trick finished a mid shift and proceeded to
“Fearless Fred’s Gourmet Restaurant” for some necessary nourishment. After a breakfast of eggs
and toast, or possibly “S.O.S”, four or five young airmen decided that they needed to find an
activity to help them unwind from the “stressful” mid shift. Someone came up with the idea to go
into the attic and look out the window towards the Schönblick. A portion of the snow-covered
roof was accessible from the open window and a snowball was tossed at a passing automobile.
Not to be outdone, the others started throwing snowballs at passing automobiles or pedestrians at
the bus stop. This proved to be a really great “unwinding activity”, until someone looked around
and saw the First Shirt observing. It seems that some pedestrian managed to get word to the
commander. The First Shirt was not too happy to see a group of his airmen entertaining
themselves in such a manner.
The First Shirt decided that the sidewalk from the barracks entrance to the mess hall
needed to be cleared, and now he had a crew to do it. The snow on the sidewalk was packed and
frozen, and it was necessary to break it up with a pick and then shovel it to the side. After
spending most of the morning on the sidewalk, the job was finally finished and the First Shirt
released the troops.
Now, the guys really needed to unwind, so they decided to change into civilian clothes and
go to the Schönblick for some “refreshments”. Later in the afternoon, a senior officer from the
6915th decided to come to the Schönblick, possibly for a “Schnitzel sandwich”. He noticed this
group of airmen having a great time, and must have recognized some of them. He came up behind
one of the airmen that was standing, and tapped him on the shoulder. When the airman wheeled
around to face the officer in an offensive position, the officer was not too pleased. He decided
that a couple of weeks of restriction would be good for this airman, so it was arranged.
The first night after restriction, “friends” of this airman “twisted his arm” until he agreed
to accompany them to a recently discovered bar in Röslau. The night progressed with everyone
“having fun” until a local “Halbstarker” made a comment that was picked up by this airman who
thought that he had a command of the German language. When the airman suggested to the
“Halbstarker” that he kiss his backside, the German suggested the airman drop his pants. The
airman called his bluff, and did so. Needless to say this action required a hasty retreat from the
establishment, and no time was wasted getting back to the familiar surroundings of Hof. After
this escapade, the airman decided that it was time to grow up and was rather inconspicuous for the
next three and a half years. The airman still managed to get promoted during this tour, and was
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ultimately able to eke out a satisfactory 20-year career in the Air Force.
For those of you who have lost a bit of their linguistic proficiency, "Halbstarker" translates
loosely as "Teenager". ed.

From Herman Naron....
"Ever wonder what the other guys were up to....
While we did our duty there on the Grenze? I was reminded of this particular site when I
received a question about the RB-66 shootdown in the DDR in 1962. These Military Liaison
(Army and Air Force) guys had to play for keeps! http://www.usmlm.org/home/ I am sure
some of our 1962 people might have a story or two to tell about that particular incident?"

Jerry:
I don't recall the RB-66 incident, possibly because it was not in our area of
responsibility. We would have been busy with closer targets. The "T-39"
incident (mentioned on the same website) that occurred in January the same
year was in our target area and covered "most appropriately" by Charlie Trick
who just happened to be on duty that day. It was very interesting reading
what the "other guys" did in relation to that incident. What was covered in
that write up was entirely new to me. I don't recall receiving any feedback at
all.
Herman

Ten years difference.... Then and then...
From CA Russell:
Approximatly 1955, from an Army pic (photographer unk), mostly Army troops and a crew shoveling coal
into the basement...
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and from a Chet Zaremba pic of 1965, minus the snow but from the exact same vantage point:

I believe there is a photo from 2002, take from the same vantage point in the (now) Luftwaffe barracks. If
so, send it and I will post all three. Ed.
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Another unit with a (very short) Hof History....
Thanks to George Arnstein who assembled the 76th website material
notes
The 76th Recon Troop of the 76th Division.

Stationed in Hof from 1 July 45 to 31 August 45, when they were deactivated after Japan's surrender. this
unit had occupation duty well north of Hof in what became the "Ostzone" or the Soviet Zone after
demarcation lines were fully drawn. They did a short stint of occupation duty in Jena, after penetrating as
far east as Limbach in Saxony. They were pulled back to Saalfeld, where several of the men went
"Swimming in the Saale River", then to Hof. The 76th RT was among the last units to withdraw from
the then Soviet Zone.
There is some really decent writing at this site, quite descriptive of the days and times they served in, in
1944/4545 and quite poingnant and a decent tribute fitting for the Veteran's Day Holdiay and some untold
stories. Worth a look. Check the section on Königstein.
( http://76thdivision.com/76recon/IllesAll.html

"Beer like tiger sweat..."
"So that is the way it was. Coal cellars one day, castles and mansions on the next. Cow paths and
open fields to ride on. Weeks without baths and then our individual rooms in a hotel. Screeming
Meemies [German rockets] and fraeuleins with soft voices. Beer like tiger sweat and champagne
like nectar. Wines and liquors and rubble and filth in the streets and blue skies and vast distances
of farm lands."
"Memories are peculiar things. When you look back on an experience like this it seems as if only
pleasant things happened. It isn' t possible to recall just how it felt the first time you were scared.
There isn't any emotion to a memory. Except, perhaps, when you remember how Irish looked the
day she came to the farewell party the Troop had at the hotel. And then you imagine how she must
have looked and felt the day she found he was dead and you thank God she couldn'tt see the black
column of smoke the armored car made as it burned."
"And you wonder if it wouldn' t be a pretty good trade to wipe the pleasure from your life so the
men who died could be around today. There was a lot to see and a lot to enjoy. Was it worth it..."
(Italics mine. Ed.+)

Written by Edward J. Illes. His widow, Joane, lives(lived?) at 13228 Mannen Way, Lakeside, California
92040, and will be sent a printed copy of this issue of the Hof Connection Update.
____________________________________________________________

In light of the above, there is a line from a contemporary American
author, Nelson Demille...
in "Upcountry", a story about an American Captain sent back to post-war Vietnam that says...
"Nostalgia is the ability to forget the things that sucked."
I wonder how much we have forgotten? ed.
_____________________________________________________________
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And more history from another unit, the 93rd Chemical Battalion
(1945)...
"Orders were issued by the Army Commander to XII Corps on 5 April to consolidate its positions along the
line Oberhof - Meiningen, and then attack southeast while Maintaining contact with Seventh US Army. Up
to this time the corps attack had been to the east. Meiningen` was cleared by the 26th Infantry Division
the same day, and then the 11th Armored Division launched its spearheading attack to the southeast. By 7
April the 71st Infantry Division was on the corps south flank, the 11th Armored Division in the center and
the 90th Infantry Division on the north while the 26th Infantry Division was mopping up in the rear. During
the next three days the Corps advanced an average of 5 miles per day throughout its zone. On 9 April the
11th Armored Division moved to the Corps south flank, while the 26th Infantry Division took over the
central part of zone and the 90th Infantry Division was on the north, while the 71st Infantry Division
mopped up in the rear.
Coburg was cleared on 10 April by the 11th Armored Division while Neustadt fell to the same Division the
following day. Good gains were made by all units of the Corps during the next three days until 14 April
when the important city of Bayreuth was taken by the 11th Armored Division on the Corps south flank.
HOF less than 10 miles from Czechoslovakia was captured on 15 April by the 90th Infantry Division at
which time the Corps attack was practically halted - although patrols of the 90th Infantry Division crossed
the Czechoslovakian border on 16 April. Earlier, on 13 April orders were received from Twelfth US Army
Group which ordered the Army to stop its attack after reaching the line Bayreuth - Hof - Plauen - Wilkau Rocklitz - Zwick-Mulde River."

From http://www.4point2.org/hist-93.htm A history of the 93rd Chemical Mortar Battalion.

Corrections...
RE the note from Jim (No last name)
Forwarded by CA Russell..
I remember when we ate in the 5K Club because they condemned the chow hall. First Sergeant "Sarge"
must
have been a typo. His name was "Sage", not "Sarge".
Phil Ruth

Re: Gail Norvell item...........Correct name of Ray is Ray Bronk
Thanks,
Bob Alekson
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Ralph Christianson writes: Enclosed is my dues for 2006. I was assigned to the 6915th from
1958 to 1961. Thank you for the flashbacks. We always enjoy the your newsletter and the many
comments of former Hof Colleagues. Keep up the good work.

etÄÑ{ V{Ü|áà|tÇáÉÇ

›
Jerry Smeal writes: The Nashville Reunion was the first for Ruth and me. We had a great time. It
was so good to see some faces that I hadn’t seen in fifty years. We want to thank everyone involved in the
planning for the Nashville event. You couldn’t have done a better job. Keep up the good work. You can
count on us to attending the September 17-23, 2006 event in Hof, Germany.

]xÜÜç 9 eâà{

fÅxtÄ›››››
fÅxtÄ››››› jrsmeal@msn.com
Bob Jarboe writes: Just a comment re publishing the Tricare info for those eligible HRA
members who are considering heading to Hof next year. Thanks! Today's update is
great! Happy Vets Day!

15 November 05

Update 217

Request any Association Member with a son, daughter, or relative
stationed in the close proximity of Bamberg, Grafenwoehr, Bayreuth,
Nuernberg,or Northern Bavaria, contact Chuck Wilson at
HofReunion@aol.com or 916-366-1811.
CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
Andy & Martha Brads

= maandpabrads1@netzero.com

Neale Danielson
Robert Graham
Ron & Margot (Bischoff) Rowe
Brent & Linda Scott
Vince & Kathleen Taormina

= ndan71@grandecom.net
= robert.hm.graham@juno.com
= margotrowe@bellsouth.net
= scottbrent1@comcast.net
= taormina@surewest.net
= bmann30019@netzero.com

Bobby & Jean Mann

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
FY 6 indicates dues have been paid through December 31, 2006.
FY 7 indicates advanced have been dues paid through December 31, 2007.
William & Carmen Bowles FY 7/8 Shooter2174@aol.com
Pat & Kathy DiCintio
FY7 PatDiCintio@msn.com
Ralph & Jean Christianson FY6 rwchrist@excel.net
Maurice & Karen Dunigan
FY6 gkdunigan@earthlink.net
Maurice & Laura Evans
FY6/7 mtevans@cox.net
Paul & Donna Fullmer
FY6 PaulFullmer3@aol.com
Dan & Anne Simon Grubidge FY7 Msimon8355@aol.com
Ken & Judy Hager
FY7 kenhager@bellsouth.net
Ken & Christa Kelley
FY7 kenneyka@sbcglobal.net
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Billy & Roberta Landers
FY6 pappabl65@aol.com
Stanley Rudnick
FY7 stanrudnick@rcn.com
Harvey & Chong-cha Schmit FY7 HS294@cs.com
Larry & Mary Lou Shriver
FY6 mshriver6@yahoo.com
Robert & Christa Sikes
FY7 rcsikes@verizon.net
Jerry & Ruth Smeal
FY6/7 jrsmeal@msn.com
Russ & Pat Vandermartinn FY6 rvander@comcast,net
Ed & Gayle Wyckoff
FY6 ed.wyckoff@mcquay.com
Dave & Almut Wymard
FY6 DWymard@aol.com
Rip & Jeannie Yarnall
FY7 ryarnall1@comcast.net
NEW MEMBERS:
Joe Swan

Soult Saint Marie, MI

jswan@30below.com

DONATIONS:
Robert & Christa Sikes
Maurice & Karen Dunigan

$10.00
$ 5.00

NEWFINDS
FINAL FLYBY:

2/18/2007

Page 1 of 13

Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Wednesday, November 23, 2005 12:11 AM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #218 1&2

Hof Connection Update #218
11/22/05
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas, Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Happy Thanksgiving!
This month we observe the anniversary
of one important event in the history
of our nation. Thanksgiving Day. This
occasion affords us the opportunity to
five thanks for our many blessings,
as individuals and as a nation.
During November, I urge all members
of the Hof Reunion Association to find
the time and the place to give thanks for
the many privileges, advantages and
blessings which are theirs to enjoy and
to show grateful appreciation for those
who have sacrificed so much to protect
our freedom and ideals.
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Louis J. Anderson
Commander
William H. Croft
Dep. Commander
from the slightly modified original
6915tth Security Group
1964 Thanksgiving Day Menu
which was supplied by Jerry Middendorf

Re update #217...
How odd to have you pick up my/our connection with Hof, as of June 1945.
( http://76thdivision.com/76recon/IllesAll.html ) And then you excerpted from the 76 Recon History.
Indeed the WW Web is wondrous.
I certainly will consider a possible reunion (it will be an excuse to visit some other places too) but I don't
have a clue when....
George Arnstein, Washington, DC x-76 Cavalry Recon (mechanized) WW II.

Fernweh Park, Hof/Saale
The Signpark Forest today
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Hofreunion Hof2002

From: Klaus.Beer@sparkasse-hof.de
Subject: Signs for Hof2006
Dear Hofers;
I look forward for the new Reunion Association 2006 and will enjoy your visiting on September 18. 2006.
4 years ago, many people brought beautiful signs to the Fernwehpark Sign Forest Germany and I built very
nice
Poles with your City Signs, which remind all visitors of the 2002 meeting of the Reunion Association.
Now, please make a note also for 2006: PLEASE, everybody bring CITY Signs from their home cities
and Cities around the Areas, also street signs too. Bring many many signs, whatever you have. We will have a
great meeting
with signs. Everybody will receive pictures and a press report for the City named in the sign they bring.
Please click on our homepage www.fernweh-park.de, in English or German
All the people make a information and show this page in the City Hall of his Hometown, to get
a City Sign for HOF.
Thank you very much - see you next year.
Warm regards
Klaus
Klaus Beer
Initiator Hofer Fernwehpark Signs of Fame
0049 / 9281 . 94427
info@fernweh-park.de
www.fernweh-park.de
_____________________________________________

Klaus Beer's website continues to grow. We added to it considerably in 2002 and hope to do
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the same again in 2006! Check it out! ED.

Questions...
I received a query as to where you can find Excel Reader, a free program to let you view Excel files of any
kind. The source is here:
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=c8378bf4-996c-4569-b54775edbd03aaf0&displaylang=EN

Does anybody recognize the location in this picture???

The small print mentions the parade ground in Hof, on VE Day, 1946 but it doesn't appear to be anything
on or near the Kaserne. According to one note I found, the 18th Infantry was part of the General Reserve
of the "Big Red One" (1st Division) at that time, stationed in (Southern) Bavaria and worked with the
Constabulary but "never pulled the border duty". They were HQ'd at Prinz Henrich Kaserne in Lenggries.
ED.

I first entered this into the draft for #218 newsletter last week...
Looking for Charles R. McCabe, 6915th, add the year 1964 to his listing. He was sent 2-T to Turkey
(Karamursel??). Rumor/war story has it that after a car accident in Turkey, where a Turkish hitchhiker
was killed, he was tossed into a Turkish jail and sort of disappeared from the radar after that, per Dan
McKown who is still looking for him. Anybody with any info at all re Charles McCabe from then or now,
please contact Dan directly at mckown4@cox.net
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And then...
I copied C. A, Russell on that piece above and am glad to report that our headhunters have again worked
their magic and Charles R. McCabe has actually been located and contrary to the rumors, he is
alive, well and stateside. He says there was "a bit of turmoil there for awhile" in Turkey. which sounds like
an understatement?

Re the 93rd....
Thank you for forwarding this link (to the 93rd Chemical Battalion). I was 3 weeks old when they arrived in
Hof and booted my mother and 4 year old brother out of our house to the local "Wirtshaus" while the troops
set up housekeeping. She was allowed to come home for 1 hour each day to get stuff. Her biggest scare
came when she tripped over a sleeping soldier on the floor - she was convinced she would be shot. And
she never forgave them for finding her stash of eggs.
I also want to thank you for the wonderful updates. Since I spent the first 18 years of my life in Hof - the old
photos are particularly great. I wish I could remember more names though - the guys I worked for and with
in 1963 and 1964, the families I babysat for when Döbraberg was being built, the guys that drove me to the
German authorities when the 6915th had a problem with a civilian worker, etc.
Thanks again for all that you do.
Regards
Margot (Bischoff) Rowe

Ref the Hof Connection Update #214...
The suggestions ref medical care, etc. Please pass on to those Tricare eligible Hofers to check out the
DOD website: www.tricarecare.osd.mil regarding rules for coverage while "receiving care overseas." Or,
call toll free: 1-888-363-5433. Those
living near a military treatment facility should consider stopping in and get the details. Good luck!
Bob Jarboe/Hof '69-''71
Info extracted from a Tricare for Life leaflet.

Their first days in Hof...
We (a TSgt, a chow hall type - his name escapes me but I want to think his last name was Curtis for some
reason & my eight first-time world-traveling companions - none of which spoke a word of German) arrived
in Hof, 24 hours late - due to a train misconnection between Frankfurt & Hof, only to be apprehended by
our infamous all-service heavyweight A.P. - Ernest Curtis and his sidekick we referred to as Andy Gump for being in an off limits establishment. the Bahnhof Restaurant and because Security Service
personnel were placed on the "deserter" list after being absent without leave for a 24 hour period in those
days - when stationed so close to the border
.
Two additional details of our initial trip to Hof from Frankfurt: The train conductor kicked us all off the train
in some little village about the size of Koeditz or Osseck. The lone person in the train station didn't speak
any English but they did have a small Gasthaus. I knew beer was Bier so we all had a couple while we
were trying to figure out what to do. They finally rounded up someone who spoke English and he told us
another train would be coming in about two hours that would take us to Hof. We were pretty happy by the
time we got on the train - much to the consternation of the TSgt who was in charge of the group. By the
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time we arrived in Hof we were starved. The other word I knew in German at the time was Schnitzel - but I
thought it meant hot dog. That's when I ordered Schnitzels for all of us & was amazed to see what they
served - Spiegel Eier & all! As I recall, Ernest Curtis didn't let us finish the meals either. It was the 3rd
week in October (all of us were in 505's, having left the CONUS in relatively warm weather.) and we
were tasting the first food we had eaten in many, many hours when Ernie rousted us all out of the
restaurant & unceremoniously stuffed us into the back of an open crewcab and drove us up to the Kaserne.
To say that we were chilled to the bone is a gross understatement but we all survived. That was our
introduction to world travel & life in balmy Siberian Bavaria!
Poor Curtis must have thought that he had the scoop of a lifetime when he found all of us in the Bahnhof a double whammy (deserters and finding them in an off- limits establishment) certainly a Bronze Star in the
offing, at least!!
That was our introduction to world travel & life in balmy Siberian Bavaria!
Which reminds me about the 18-man rooms in the attic of bldg 0001 with no heat that winter. You could put
a glass of water on your night stand (read - floor) and it would be solid ice in the morning. Or the base
commander authorizing us to wear anything we had to keep warm when the temperature dropped so low
that it was life-threatening. That only happened once in my recollection.
That was the winter of '63-'64.
Cheers,
Ken Kelley

Old Hofers never quit...
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They just learn to drink from plastic cups!
The Braunsfel Wurstfest, November 2005

Subject: Names from the 62/65 era...
I found old orders for my pilgrimage to Lourdes during May of 65.
Traveling with me were Dick Collins who was from Boston, Rick Rubio from Arizona, Noel Sinchak
from Trenton N.J. Also on the orders was Thomas J Elward, however he did not travel in the two
vehicles we took to Lourdes.
Orders were signed by Capt John E. Chaney. Station Chaplain was Capt. James Townsend.
Our Identifying document for crossing borders for the trip were signed by Capt Jerome Vitarelli,
Commander Hq. Sq. Section.
Some of our fellow airman's names mentioned were:
Harry Smith, William F. Capps, Redford C. Slash, Willie T. Allen Robert L. Trush (Thrush?) Jarrold
Gomez John Krembs and Wilford Pagan
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Also found a translation from the Hof newspaper about Americans listing events during 1963 and the
meeting of Mayor Hoegn and Lt. Col Stevenson.
Any of you guys remember some of these events?
thanks,
Larry Berger
6915th Payroll and Accounting Section
Dec 62/Dec 65

Interesting... that is the second set of "Lourdes" orders I have seen or heard about in as many days. I
think the first set, without looking, is from 1964 and I have copied CA Russell, our Chief head-

hunter and Phil Ruth, HH #2 to see if there are names there they can use, Redford Slash is
already on our master list and Bob Thrush (you have "Trush"?) is also on our lists, again
without looking.
And if you would write up a quick couple paragraphs about your trip to Lourdes, I will include it with the
one I just got from Tony Gambino who was mentioned in the first set of orders I received. Ed.

Ref the "Nostalgia" portion of update #217...
Anyone else remember the job requirements to be a 203 'way back when it was written that "the ability to
speak a foreign language is desirable; the ability to type 35 WPM is mandatory"?
Bob Sikes
Hof '62-'65
_____________________________

To get out of the 203 Tech School at Goodbuddy in spring 1962 you had to type only 20 wpm.
But... later with OJT and lots of practice, if you were a decent "poker" on the AFSAV-129 teletypes in
Interaction you could do 60 wpm plus and have time, using the buffer, to take a drag on your cigarette
and not lose speed. ED.
___________________________
If I'm not mistaken, the requirements for 203s was changed sometime during the 60s, I know when we
taught at Goodbuddy from '58-'62 we tried to get it changed then; but you know the wheels of progress and
how they turn.
Bob Sikes

Re Health Insurance for Eurotravel....
When we travel to Russia, we use a health insurance company that covers illness and
accident there, and even includes "...repatriation of remains..." (don't that sound great!).
The cost isn't huge, but coverage seems to be really good. It's Wallach & Co
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(www.wallach.com) - click on Health Care Abroad. You can sign up online with a credit
card, and they'll send you an ID card with all the contact numbers, etc on it.
They also offer trip interruption insurance for a bit more, if anyone is interested.
So far, haven't had to use their insurance, but it's better than having to pay the bill, and
then send a claim to BC/BS. It's certainly worth checking out.
Charlie Epperson

Again re Eurotravel and Hof2006...
If you are using the various websites looking for the good, better and best deals for flights to Europe next
September, please be aware of the surcharges for "Taxes and Services". I have found that British Airways,
among others, offers low rates to Berlin, Vienna and Prague, but their surcharges seem to be around
$250, as opposed to Delta, SAS and others have slightly higher rates but with taxes under $100.oo. The
ins and outs of that have not yet been checked out. ED.

Ingredients...
Remembering back several issues to the derivation of the word "Mess" and in translating Hanna
Hörath's upcoming Oberfrankener recipe for Stollen (it's that time of year again), I stumbled over the
word Backzutaten (a list of ingredients). In working over the translation, and using
http://dict.leo.org which is a fantastic bi-lingual (English-German or French-German) working aid, far faster
than me thumbing thru a Langenshiedt's, I came up with the following definition which is probably more
than you ever wanted to know about Messes:

mess - die Messe [naut.], das Kasino [mil.], die Back [naut.] Example:
Webster's 3rd
mess
[..]
3 a [Middle English messe, from mes course]: one of the small groups (as of four) into
which companies at banquets were formerly divided for being served -- now used only of
parties of benchers or students in the Inns of Court b: a group of persons (as of military
personnel) who regularly take their meals together c: a meal so taken d (1): a place (as
a room or tent) where food or sometimes drink is served (2): quarters comprising both
kitchen and dining areas
Wahrig:
Messe <f. 19; auf Schiffen> Aufenthalts- u. Speiseraum für die Offiziere; die
Tischgesellschaft selbst [< engl. mess ''Messe'', eigtl. ''Speise, Mahlzeit'' < afrz. mes
''Mahlzeit, Speise'' < vulgärlat. missum ''(zu Tisch Geschicktes''; zu lat. mittere
''schicken'']
Kasino <n. 15> Gesellshaftshaus, Unterhaltungsstätte; Speiseraum für Offiziere
(Offiziers~); öffentl. Betrieb für Glücksspiele (Spiel~); o V Casino [< ital. casino
''herrschaftl. Haus''; zu lat. casa ''Haus'']
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Back <f. 20; Mar.> Essschüssel; Tischgemeinschaft an Bord; [..][< nddt. back
''Schüssel'', engl. back ''Gefäß'' < spätlat. bacca ''Wassergefäß'']

And speaking of ingredients and Tiger Sweat...
The following is an English translation... of the Reinheitsgebot (German Purity Law)
adopted in 1516, the oldest provision still enforced to protect the consumer. This is taken
from the article "History of German Brewing" by Karl J. Eden, published in 'zymurgy'
magazine, Vol. 16, No. 4 Special 1993.
"We hereby proclaim and decree, by Authority of our Province, that henceforth in the
Duchy of Bavaria, in the country as well as in the cities and marketplaces, the following
rules apply to the sale of beer:
"From Michaelmas to Georgi, the price for one Mass [Bavarian Liter 1,069] or one Kopf
[bowl-shaped container for fluids, not quite one Mass], is not to exceed one Pfennig
Munich value, and
"From Georgi to Michaelmas, the Mass shall not be sold for more than two Pfennig of the
same value, the Kopf not more than three Heller [Heller usually one-half Pfennig]."
"If this not be adhered to, the punishment stated below shall be administered."
"Should any person brew, or otherwise have, other beer than March beer, it is not to be
sold any higher than one Pfennig per Mass."
"Furthermore, we wish to emphasize that in future in all cities, markets and in
the country, the only ingredients used for the brewing of beer must be Barley,
Hops and Water. Whosoever knowingly disregards or transgresses upon this
ordinance, shall be punished by the Court authorities' confiscating such
barrels of beer, without fail."
"Should, however, an innkeeper in the country, city or markets buy two or three pails of
beer (containing 60 Mass) and sell it again to the common peasantry, he alone shall be
permitted to charge one Heller more for the Mass of the Kopf, than mentioned above.
Furthermore, should there arise a scarcity and subsequent price increase of the barley
(also considering that the times of harvest differ, due to location), WE, the Bavarian
Duchy, shall have the right to order curtailments for the good of all concerned."

You don't suppose, do you, that we could have the price controls reinstated
for the duration of our Hof2006 Reunion? ED.

A request...
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Could you please resend this Hof Reunion newsletter #213? Our computer was damaged by a lightening
strike 2 mos ago -- actually while we were in Nashville for the reunion. We did not receive this newsletter.
Thanks so much!
P.S. We had just a WONDERFUL time in Nashville!! Thanks to all for all their time & effort put into
making this such an enjoyable experience!
Marcia & Bill Combs

And the first snows are showing up on the Hofer Web Cams....

22 November 2005

Update #218

If you are a member in good standing and would like an e-mail or a hard copy of
the Master Hof Roster, contact HofReunion@dejazzd.com . If you want to know
your membership status, contact hofreunion@aol.com We are here to serve the
Association membership.
Tom Hennessey writes: We would appreciate the assistance of former Hof Colleagues
that were assigned to the 6915th from 1968 to 1971. If you have any information on
James Gonzalez (CA) or Michael McCallif (NJ), please send it to me <
tom@atsfamily.com > and to C. A. Russell russca@bellsouth.net, HRA Membership
Chairman.
Lew Krieg writes : Thank you for the very informative weekly Internet updates. You are
doing a great job. Don’t know if we’ll be able to make the next reunion but we want to
see the Association continue to grow. I have a lot of fond memories of Hof (1968-70 –
right at the time of the Czech Invasion). Sincerely, Lew Krieg
Krieg
CORRECTIONS & EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES:
Wade & Gladys Fink
Ken & Christa Kelley

= wadefink@msn.com
= kelleyka@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
FY 6 indicates dues have been paid through December 31, 2006.
FY 7 indicate advanced dues have been paid through December 31, 2007.
Len & Marianne Bundra
Tony & Gelinde Doom
Ken & Dorene Edborg
Dan & Barbara Haywood
Jim & Delia Rose Helfer
Tom & Beth Hennessey
Donn & Beverly Koenig
Lew & Susan Krieg
Steve & Kathy Lawrence
Ed & Bonnie Leach
Gerald & Peggy Minnich
Dean Reed
Jerry & Carol Santens

FY7
FY7
FY6
FY7
FY7
FY7
FY6/7
FY7
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6’7
FY6

lenxmar@comcast.net
gerlinda@tonydoom.com
dorene39@cox.net
heydanwood@aol.com
jim.helfer@bellsouth.net
tom@atsfamily.com
DonKoenig@aol.com
slkrieg@ptd.net
thestevelawrence@att.net
ezed1@cox.net
jpminnic@msn.com
Yeahbut@comcast.net
jsantens@cox.net
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NEW MEMBERS:
Curtis Becker
Harry & Joyce Sperry
Joe Swan

Rapid City, SD
Ridge Manor, FL
Sault Ste Marie, MI

605-341-1160 53 Contabulary Sqdn
rockyriver@direcway.com
jswan@30below.com

DONATIONS:
Lew & Susan Krieg

$10

NEW FINDS:
june@tranquility.net
John and June Griggs
Columbia MO
John & June would like to hear from his old Hofer Friends. Eccles! Pintello!
Jacksonville, Fl cwbillhig@yahoo.com
Charlie and Eleanor Higgenbotham
Would love to hear from former Hof friends. Will be joining the Association.
Pine City, NY
cmccabe@corninglink.com
Charlie & Shirley McCabe
Would like to hear from all you folks that knew him in Hof.

Noel Sinchak
Palm Bay, Fl
863-465-1357
nd
but will be back in Florida the 2 Week of December.

Noel is currently in Urugray on vacation

FINAL FLYBY LIST:

Donald Gunkel, Robert Rolla, Gary Kinsman (Killed in
motorcycle accident July 7, 2004. See Story Below)

LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN: Beverly Kinsman (Passenger on husbands
motorcycle)
Delayed notice:

July 12, 2004
Retired Salem police officer killed in motorcycle crash
SILVERTON, ORE. - A retired Salem police officer died and his wife
was in critical condition late Sunday after their motorcycle collided
with a pickup truck on Highway 213, authorities said.
Gary Kinsman, 59, was traveling southbound when the driver of the pickup, 17-year-old Dominica
Anufriev, failed to stop at an intersection, Oregon State Police said.
Kinsman's wife, Beverly, was taken to Legacy Emanuel Hospital in Portland. She was riding on the back
of the motorcycle.
Mrs. Kinsman died from her injuries a week later
Anufriev suffered minor injuries. No charges have been filed, and the investigation remains active.
(Copyright 2004 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Wednesday, November 30, 2005 1:51 AM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #219(JM) 1&2

Hof Connection Update #219
11/30/2005
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas, Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.com

Association address for dues payment and coorespondance
Hof Reunion Association
PO Box 276883
Sacramento, CA 95827-6883
Dues are $15.00 yearly and are due
December 31

We are conducting a preliminary survey to ascertain the approximate
number of people planning to attend the 2006 Hof-Saale Reunion. If
you plan to participate in the 17- 23 September 2006, Hof/Saale
Reunion , send HofReunion@aol.com an email. Please tell us: (1.) How

2/18/2007

Page 2 of 9

many people are in your party. (2.) Where you plan to stay (Quality or
Friends). (3.) Will you be renting a car? (4.) Will you participate in the
Berlin or Dresden Tour?
Robert Hoerath (Association,German Representative) is seeking a
connection with a U.S. Military or Civilian employee working in
Germany. Robert’s email address is < Robert.Hoerath@t-online.de >.
Robert’s telephone number in Naila is 09282-8305. (From the States,
dial 011-49-9282-8347).
Request anybody with a son, daughter, grandson, nephew, neighbor,
friend or military connection stationed in the close proximity of
Bamberg, Grafenwoehr, Bayreuth, Nuernberg,or Northern Bavaria,
contact Chuck Wilson at HofReunion@aol.com or 916-366-1811.

Do you long...
for the memories and the stresses of those Cold War times? Feel a need to return to the days of
yesteryear to amuse and amaze your family and friends and confound and confuse your grand-kids?
If you have a bit of spare pocket change, a mere pittance or two, there are people that can help! Go to
http://www.missilebases.com/ and be sure to bring your checkbook! For you people from the Comm
Center or maybe Operations, check further down near the bottom of the page. Right up your alley!

Re the unidentified location showing the first VE parade in Hof and
the request for it's location...
HI! I`m one of those Hofer Maadlas who came to the US as a wife in 64 and I've been
here ever since.
I live in Riverside now but I'm familiar with the old Hof. .It looks to me like the old
Stadtkrakenhaus
but it could be a old school building too. Hope I was of some help.
Traudi Collins.Aka known in Hof as Edeltraud Zahn.
_______________________________________________
So far I suggest, could it be the: Jahn-Sportplatz on the Jahnstraße. The Building behind could be the old
Finanzamt,
now the Wasserwirtschaftsamt. The Location is about 1,2 km East from the Kaserne - Direction Altstadt
(Marienkirche) I suppose ...................
ciao
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harro rossner (Hofer) via Danny Sandifer

Growth of the Association...
A old roster listing that I was sent says that in spring of 2003 there were a total of 2543 people on the
association roster.
Two and a half years later there are 3058 names on the roster proper and an additional 71 ladies and 329
gentlemen on the Final Flyby lists along with a few duplicates and mis named or mis spellings removed
since 2003. That is hard work and great results in anybody's book. My hat is off to the headhunters, led
by CA Russell, ably helped by Chuck Wilson and Phil Ruth!

And in going over some numbers...
with Hal Olsen, it would seem that we had approximately 300 guys total on shift in Operations including
comms and maintenance in the later 60's, and an additional 25 or so on the Daylady side of Ops I am
curious as to how many (Luftwaffe and Air Force) were on a shift at Döbraberg total and if anybody
knows, what the base complement was of Air Force and Luftwaffe crews. I think the Army was at a
continual tank battalion strength but I don't know what that equates to in personnel numbers.

On the Zug...
Ken Kelly’s war story in the most recent (#218) Hof Reunion newsletter about his first train trip from
Frankfurt over to Hof gave me a flashback of my own introduction into the country. This was in Sep of ’60.
I was the only Ami to be loaded on to this particular train. It proved to be the Zug that zucked.
As I say, I was the only GI on board, in class A uniform of course, two stripes and all. I had no German
language, and no money after a chance reunion the previous night with some former language school
buddies stationed at Rhine Main. I may also have been a tiny bit hung over. Remembering this was only
about 15 years after the big one had ended, I was also pretty sure I was a marked man with no backup.
This was my mindset as the train left the Frankfurt.
The train seemed to stop about every 20 miles or so, and the conductor would walk down the aisle
hollering something guttural in a foreign language. I would ask all fellow passengers in my little
compartment, “Hof??” The friendliest would shake their heads or say “Nein, Dumkopf”. I only understood
the “nein” part. I also heard things that sounded like , “bloede Ami”, and “arschloch” but I didn’t know what
that meant either.
The cast of characters in the compartment changed at several of these whistle stops. The only guy who
came on that spoke English was a religious fanatic. The guy carried a bible (written in German, which
didn’t do me any good), and for about 40 miles tried to convince me that Khrushchev was the Anti-Christ,
because in the Russian alphabet (Cyrillic) his name had six letters. Just to keep peace in the
compartment, I was agreeing with all of it. Fortunately, the guy got off soon, and I reverted to my
accustomed heathenism.
This went on for about 10 hours (remember, this Zug was stopping about every 30 minutes and changing
passengers) during all of which I had neither food nor drink, because: (1) I didn’t know how to order any,
(2) didn’t have any money, and (3) was afraid to get off the damn train.
Some short time before the train arrived at Hof, a real nice little old lady boarded and entered my
compartment. She was carrying a wicker basket covered with a cloth. She was also very perceptive. I
don’t know whether it was my starved appearance, drooling salivary glands, or just her generous nature,
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but she soon reached into her basket and pulled out a little green pear and gave it to me. I told her thank
you in as many languages as I could remember, none of which were German, and pretty much swallowed
the pear whole. She then gave me another one, along with a curious look. Man, those pears were great.
After finally arriving in Hof, somebody from the orderly room came down to the banjo and picked me up
and took me to the Kaserne. After I checked in, I was headed up to my room assignment and ran into
another guy from Syracuse language school, Charlie Lee. Charlie took me over the 5K club and I ordered
a beer. Turns out it was happy hour, so the bartender brought me two huge German beer bottles (one liter
each), and charged me a dime! I figured I had truly and finally found paradise. That bug didn’t suck much
after all. Prost!
Joe Hunt

And speaking of ingredients and Tiger Sweat...
You may think that the omission of yeast, a sine-qua-non ingredient of all beer, seems strange. However,
the problem was that they did not know of the existence of yeast in 1516. They just mixed their 3
ingredients, and the magic happened. We now know that it was airborne yeast that did that magic. Today,
of course, all German breweries use specific strains of yeast that are cultured meticulously in laboratories
and very carefully handled in the brewery.
The Limbic style of beer, indigenous to Brussels, Belgium, is still made with airborne yeast. It can be pretty
great stuff, but their procedure does not work anywhere else in the world.
But you can make pretty good sauerkraut without adding yeast.
It's also interesting to note that, although the Reinheitsgebot is still in effect, the Germans (thankfully) pretty
much ignore it whenever they please. That's how they get Weizenbier/Weiss (also contains malted wheat)
and Regencies (also contains malted rye and malted wheat).
Steve Murphrey

Also from Steve... Re Nostalgia and 20 wpm...
It was definitely 20 words per minute (WPM) in the summer of 1963. I recall that very well. They told us
that we could take the typing test once a week, until such time as we scored 20 WPM. Until we passed the
test, we would have to spend 2 hours at the end of each day in typing class. If we already knew how to
type, we could take the test before the class started. So I took the test on the first day. They were very
upset with me wasting their time - I scored 0 WPM (they had a formula whereby your mistakes would
subtract from your WPM). My retort was that they said I could take the test, so I did. The following week, I
scored exactly 20 WPM and was through with the typing class forever. I think I may have been the only
one who passed that test. I think most of the others could type as well as I, but they were a bit nervous
about the test. I got those jitters out of the way the week before. Taking that first typing test was one of
the few times I can recall making a good decision while in the Air Force.
Steve Murphrey
Once you passed that magic 20wpm level you gained 2 hours of free time each day! ed.
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Can you identify any of these escapees from a Post Office wall...
about 1961? John Kearney (missing) is possibly the guy at top right...

Photo courtesy of Marianne Lengle

Hello from Dacula, Georgia
Please give me the mail address for the 2006 dues. I have changed email addresses several times and
consequently lost a lot of info. I was in Hof (6915thSS) during 1961-1962, then transferred to Berlin for 2
years (6912thSS). Remember the old ELINT building? There was about 5 of us who maintained the
equipment. Jean and I plan to attend the reunion next year. Thanks for everyone's hard work on the
updates, etc.
Bob Mann
New Email Address:

bmann30019@netzero.com

Shhhhhh...
The Hof Reunion Association has received the following advisory...
___________
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We are pleased to inform you of the result of the Lottery Winners
International programs held on the 18th November, 2005. Your e-mail
address attached to ticket number 1942896-9032 with serial number
A001490 drew lucky numbers 11-0-17-31-60- 75-9 which consequently won
in the 1st category, you have therefore been approved for a lump sum
pay out of 1,500,000.00 Euros (One Million Five Hundred Thousand
Euros)
Due to mix up of some numbers and names, we ask that you keep your
winning information confidential until your claims has been processed
and your money Remitted to you. This is part of our security protocol
to avoid double claiming and unwarranted abuse of this program by some
participants.
You will need to have your identification documents and claims form
notarized by the fiduciary agent (below) before a magistrate or notary
public in The Netherlands.

___________


Now.... I figure that a Million Five in Euros will buy us all a beer or two in Hof next September. But we
apparently have to keep this quiet till the check comes in.

Right!

And the above brings up a topic that really impacts all of us on these address
lists...
How do you think the pfishers got the Hofreunion@dejazzd address? Only 600
people use it.
Per a note from a member of the Board, we are again requesting that you exercise some care in
forwarding those multi-level and multi-address emails that come and go with regularity via Email. You've
seen them: the ones with a hundred address sprinkled through-out 17 different levels of messages.
The concern here is the proliferation of "Trojans" and "Mass Mailers", (see www.symantec.com and others
for definitions) essentially viruses that cause your infected system to send out literally tons of virused email
to anybody and everybody on your address list, and to use their names with spoofed address to send even
more to other names and sites and on and on, which eventually results in a "denial of service" for some
site or organization somewhere, or in some cases, a trashed system.
If you use the BCC format for multi-address mail, as is used here in the news letters (with the exception of
one very small group that has to have their addresses in the To: line and are kept separate from all the
other 600 or so names) you help diminish that mass mailing potential. The other part of that problem is if
you get on of those multi-address messages and hit "reply all", most of those addresses will also end up in
your address book, with the same result if you catch a virus. You just potentially compromised many other
systems thru no fault of theirs. And you won't even know it's happening until somebody complains.
Suggestions:
1. use Cut and Paste to send only one layer of a message! There is no need to have to open 16 messages
to read the last one. Copy and paste it if it is worth passing on and send it in a new message.
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2. Delete all addresses and useless or repeated text in the forwarded message! Just highlight them with
the same action you use to C&P and then hit delete.
3. In your new message, click To: (up above) and the BCC box will show up. Use that and nobody will see
any address but their own, and yours. Otherwise it works just the same.

JC Campbell has sent the following (shortened) letter re his visit to
the Katrina area:
Hope y'all are well! Mary and I want to wish you all a very Happy Thanksgiving!
I returned late Saturday night from my week of disaster relief work in Mississippi, so I am still trying to get
my "body clock" back onto California time.
The extent of Katrina damage is truly indescribable, but I will try to give y'all a small taste of what I
experienced:
I saw miles of beachfront from Ocean Springs MS, westerly towards New Orleans where only the
concrete foundations of homes were left for up to 10 blocks from the beach. The amount of debris and
the number of rubble piles was mind-boggling.
Thousands of volunteers staying in tents, RV's, trailers, motels, and churches. Tent, trailer and RV cities
everywhere to house the volunteers and the thousands, if not millions, of displaced residents. Hundreds
of acres of damaged automobiles, and hundreds of "FEMA trailers" (generally white, single-wide mobile
homes) parked on the lots of heavily damaged homes.
The roads were full of trucks hauling mobile homes, construction materials and trucks hauling debris to the
dumps. Over a BILLION board feet of lumber was lost. Fallen and broken trees are everywhere; most of
them were broken off like toothpicks by the powerful storm. Many pines and some of the majestic oaks
that are over 200 years old have or will die. Near the coast, the salty water from the storm surge will kill
them if the wind damage didn't.
The pecan harvest was almost totally destroyed and many of the locals depended on this for their living.
Utility poles have been mostly repaired, but hundreds of light standards along the streets and roads were
snapped off and were still lying alongside the roadways. Railroads were still not running because most of
the signals on the crossings were blown down or heavily damaged and no longer operable. Most of the
signs and billboards were damaged or destroyed --- it was difficult to find things and to navigate through
towns with very few signs anywhere.
I saw some of the damage done to Keesler AFB in Biloxi --- just hard to describe and separate all the
images of destruction and devastation.
... insurance companies, so far, refusing to pay anything because they say the major damage was caused
by flooding, which was not covered by their policy. You have to buy "Flood Insurance" separately
I was lucky to stay in warm and relatively comfortable quarters in a Pentecostal church in Wiggins (MS).
Our volunteers from Iowa, Ohio and California worked on seven different projects, including the repainting
of the church interior and some plumbing repairs. Many residents in this large area of our wonderful
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country lost everything and the effects will undoubtedly linger for decades.
I took many photos while there, but they cannot begin to show the true extent of the awesome
devastation Katrina wrought.
I am still stiff and sore, but I feel good mentally because I have made my own small, but significant,
contribution. I am debating whether or not I shall go again, since our church plans to send more
teams..... Jay

I am proud of the Hof Reunion Association and it's members for doing their part. Ed

A Travel Advisory and a request...
I'm sure those of you in Oklahoma are probably aware of the following quoted info, but
those of you out-of-state residents may not be aware.
"A second day of windy weather across Oklahoma hampered authorities Monday as they tried to control
grass fires that have destroyed homes, forced evacuations and injured firefighters. Most of the grass fires
began Sunday as winds gusting to more than 60 mph raked the state. Counties affected by fire included
Carter, Cherokee, Garvin, Hughes, Lincoln, Mayes, McIntosh, Muskogee, Okfuskee, Oklahoma, Osage,
Pittsburg, Stephens, Tulsa and Wagoner."

One of my younger brothers, Kenneth, age 60, was caught up in one of these fires in the
vicinity of Checotah, when his trailer was
destroyed. Fortunately, he survived the fire, but has critical 3rd degree burns over 40
percent of his back, arms, head and face. He was taken to the ICU of the burn unit in
the Hillcrest Hospital in Tulsa. He is on a ventilator and they have inserted tubes for
fluids and will give him blood transfusions as necessary. He should be undergoing
surgery, as I write this, to remove the burned skin and replace it with temporary grafts.
I ask your prayers for his survival and recovery.
Phil Ruth

29 November 2005

Update #219

If you want to check on your membership status, contact < HofReunion@aol.com
>.
If you are a member in good standing and would like an e-mail copy of the Master
Hof Roster, contact < hofreunion@djazzd.com >. If you need a hardcopy of the
Master Hof Roster, contact < hofreunion@djazzd.com >. We are here to serve the
Association membership.
CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS & CORRECTIONS:
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= tmik@cox.net

Tom & Ingrid Mikloiche
David A Bryant
Bob Mann

= dabryantsr@earthlink.net
= bmann30019@netzero.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
FY 6 indicates dues have been paid through December 31, 2006.
FY 7 indicate advanced dues have been paid through December 31, 2007.
Zella Anderson
Carol Badyna
Hazel Barton
Gaby Becker
Norman & Ursula Hines
David & Patricia Sage
Nathan & Ute Sparks
Ray & Mary Szyperski

WE6
WE6
WE6
WE6
FY6/7
FY6
FY6/7
FY7

LouisJAndy@aol.com
407-323-1471
304-323-2929
16gigi@gmail.com
NormandUrsi@aol.com
DESage@aol.com
sparks9513@aol.com
rszypers@verizon.net

NEW MEMBERS:
Charles & Shirley McCabe
PineCity, NY
cmccabe@corninglink.com
Barry & Carmen Hibbard
Victorville, CA fatherhib05@yahoo.com
Charles- Eleanor Higginbottam Jacksonville, FL cwbillhig@yahoo.com

DONATIONS:
Ray & Mary Szyperski

$10

NEW FINDS:
Bill &Thelma Aldridge Great Falls, MT 59405-8208 406-454-3825
Bill said, “I’d love to hear from 66-70 guys that remember me.” “Please Call.”
O.D.M. & Agnes Domino
Ft Worth, TX
817 535 6684
Del Henry never mentioned the Association to O.D. Now that we have found him, OD
would love to hear from his Air Police & old friends.

FINAL FLYBY LIST:

Lloyd Hollabough, died 1994, Lancaster, CA.

LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN:
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"Hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>
Wednesday, December 07, 2005 10:07 AM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #220 Books 1&2

Hof Connection Update #220
12/07/2005
www.hofreunion.com
Jerry Mangas - Secretary
www.hofreunion@dejazzd.com
Remembering
December 7th, 1941
"A day that will live in infamy!"
We are conducting a preliminary survey to ascertain the approximate
number of people planning to attend the Hof2006 Reunion. If you plan to
attend the 17- 23 September 2006 get together and haven't already
responded to this request, please send HofReunion@aol.com an email.
Tell us: (1.) How many people are in your party. (2.) Where you plan to
stay (Quality Hof or Friends). (3.) Will you be renting a car? (4.) Will you
participate in the Berlin or the Dresden Tour. (We appreciate the support of you
folks that have already responded.)
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A note from Fernweh Park and Klaus Beer...
Dear Sir;

thank you very much for your wonderful presentation of the pictures from Reunion 2002 with so
many BEAUTIFUL Signs
in the Hofer Fernwehpark in your last Information vom 23. November 2005.
I look forward and hope, many people bring once more a lot of signs to the next meeting in Hof.
I present the signs on a very good place, looks like the others. (they see everywhere in front of the
street)
Enjoy your meeting in HOF - FERNWEHPARK.
See new pictures at: www.fernweh-park.de
warm regards
Klaus
www.fernweh-park.de
info@fernweh-park.de
Phone: 09281/94427 (evening) 817-486 (from 8.00 to 16.00)

A suggestion...
Klaus is the curator and developer of Fernweh Park(The Sign Forest) in Hof/Saale and is asking Hof
Reunion participants to once again bring a Street, City, or County sign with them to the 2006
Reunion. We suggest that each 2006 participant print out one of the pictures found on the
Association < www.hofreunion.com > Web site. Enter website, click Photos&Links button and
cursor down to German Websites and select fernier park- 2002 Reunion . Take the picture as an
example to your local town, county or state Director of Transportation office to help in requesting a
free sign. The majority of them will appreciate your small part in promoting your city/county in a
foreign Country and be glad to help out. A stop at the Chamber of Commerce or the local Tourist
Bureau could also prove profitable. Signs are mostly made from aluminum, are light, fit in a suitcase
and cause no problem at customs except curiosity.

Walt Shifflett Writes:
I have purchased our airline tickets using frequent flyer UAL miles. We plan to stay at the Quality Hotel
and participate in the Berlin Tour. -----We plan to use the railway system for transportation while in
Germany. For other travelers the train schedules can be found on the web at www.bahn.de. To get the
English version look down the page to http://bahn.hafas.de. This site provides the departure and arrival
times as well as the price of the tickets. -----We also have made reservations to spend a week at the
new Edelweiss Lodge and Resort in Garmisch. This Resort is available to all Military Retired.
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Information on this resort can be found on the web at AFRC and click on Garmisch.
Walt and Ginny Shifflett

< WSHIFFLETT@aol.com >

Travel suggestions...
Crista Devine just returned from a month long trip to Hof. She tells us “The
problem I ran into in Hof (and I talked to Robert Hoerath about it already) is the
Bank or Sparkasse will not take anymore dollars to exchange them, unless you
have a account with them. The best thing really is to have a credit card to get cash
with and to pay for your purchases.”

The exchange problem Christa encountered should not have much of an impact on
Hof Reunion participants because Chuck & Monika have a German Bank account
and are willing to make money exchanges at the official bank exchange rate for
Reunion attendees.
Your ATM card may be 100% usable in European bank machines. Check with your local
bank. I have used mine in the past in Germany, Czech Republic, Denmark and in Israel.
The machines are usually respond in several languages. Which is a Good Thing. I can't
read even a bit of Hebrew! Ed.

From Hof2002...

photo from the Frankenpost by dpa

The German-German Museum at Mödlareuth will come under new direction as of the first of the year due to a
mounting 6 figure deficit. The museum, part of the incredible Hof2002 tour, includes parts of the original
"fence" (seen above) on the border between Bavaria and Thuringia, or the FDR and the DDR in our outdated
terms. The fence divided the village of Mödlareuth with 6 farms and families remaining in Untermödlareuth on the
FDR side and most caught in the DDR in Obermödlareuth when the demarcation line was established along
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the little stream thru the town in 1945. The village, founded in 1524, and divided totally in 1952 are located
almost directly north of Hof/Saale and just east of the old Autobahn Zonenübergang. A 700m long concrete wall,
sections of which still remain in the Museum area, separated the villagers with the areas away from there done in
the fencing you see above. The guard towers are original. Ed.

great job as usual on the newsletter...
but where's the centerfold...need a hanoi hannah or somesuch or rosie riverter...
dirke vallo

so here you go... four of the best! ed.

The 376th Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron, flew the first ALL FEMALE KC135 Stratotanker air refueling mission over Afghanistan on Jan. 31. Early on Jan.
31, a KC-135 Stratotanker took off from Ganci Air Base, Kyrgyzstan, carrying
more than 180,000 pounds of fuel and an all-female crew-both pilots, a navigator
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and a boom operator.
That should hold him for a while?

A train to Hof...
That reminds me and maybe reminds many of us
i took the train from k-town (sembach) to hof and missed the connection in heidelberg and had to stay over night
with no german proficiency...was anxious to say the least, being alone...aber ende gut, alles gut..
dirke.

Re the picture of the 7 guys on the Post Office wall in #219 ...
Seems to me that the middle guy front was something like Doug Artman or Art something.
Maybe it'll come to me. It's only been 45 years. And Jack Kearny is definitely the guy top right.
I last saw Jack in Colo. Springs Colo. in '64-'65 time frame. He was a 2LT stationed at Ent or
Pete Field, don't remember which. I just am not really sure on the front guy. I recognize him.
He was there near the same time I was and I left the first part of Jan '60
Dewey Tweed
The guy in the upper right of the picture in Newsletter #219 is definitely Jack Kearney. At some point after he left
Hof, he went thru the OCS program. The last time I saw him was in Washington, D.C. where he was on a short
TDY. He came out to the house one night for dinner and I met him in Crystal City for drinks and dinner on
another night. He was a captain at the time. That was (I'm guessing) some time in the early 80's I believe. I
haven't heard from him since. I think he was stationed in Colorado Springs at the time.
Ed Chase may know of his whereabouts. They were roommates in Hof.
I am working on remembering some of the others in the picture as 3 of them look very familiar.
Bill "Skew" Eskew
Hof in Ocala
10140 SW 65th Terrace
Ocala, FL 34476
352-291-8854

In answer to a question...
The very impressive flag ceremony in Nashville was done by members of the 118th Military
Airlift Wing.
Chuck Wilson

2/18/2007

Page 6 of 10

Pictures from the past...

Hi Brigitte, Danny and Jerry,
B I N G O!
here some pictures of the Jahn-Sportplatz from today.
You see in 59 Years a lot happens!
ciao
harro rossner (via danny sandifer)
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The same location was identified by Dirke Vallo, who stayed there for a time... (His brother-in-law ran the
place!)

Names from the past....
I remember a lot of the names in the last newsletter.(#218) A few are Capt. Cheney, Capt
Vitarelli, although I thought he as a Lt, and John Krembs. Thought his last name was
Krebs. And of course, Col Stevenson.
I remember my trip from Frankfort to Hof. I arrived sometime at night and no one was there
to meet me. I had a number to call but had no German money on me. The man who ran the
restaurant at the Bahnhof gave me enough to call the base. Was picked up around an hour
later. This 20 year old GI was wondering what he got himself into.
One twist of fate. In 1963 or 1964, I met a merchant seaman from either Norway or Sweden
and we became friends. I found out he was in Hof to visit his father who happened to run the
restaurant at the Bahnhof. Yep, the same guy who gave me the money to call the Kaserne. My
friends name was Nick and we spent a lot of time at the Bahnhof. We got free food. I hid
under a table once when the town patrol came at around 2:00 in the morning. Ah, the good
old days. Young and foolish.
John Neiser 6915th
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1962-1965

Memories from the past...
"...We dated for a few weeks, long enough that I really got to enjoy and respect her father for his WWII
experiences, most of which involved concentration camp guards trying to work him to death or freeze
him in one of those uninsulated clapboard barracks into which they packed prisoners. As we walked
around Flossenberg KZ in the mid 60's he pointed out gas chambers (one of his jobs was cleaning them
out after use,) post-war memorials, machine-gun emplacements pointing in rather than out, his barracks
that was still standing, etc. His eyes leaked a lot during that tour as he talked about how people were
treated and how they died. He didn't have any English, my German was rudimentary, but between
what I could understand and Erika translating into what English she knew, I got the idea. As I
understood it, he was a Berlin student in 1939, drank too much one night, said unflattering things about
Der Führer and National Socialism. The Gestapo took him out of his apartment in the wee small hours of
morning. He spent a year in a political camp near Berlin before being sent to the Flossenberg camp in
1940 or '41. No trial, of course. Liberated by US troops (the 97th Division in April 45. Ed) who he credited
with saving his life by feeding and clothing him. It's an understatement to say that he was an interesting
guy."
Jack Farrell

And more on Tiger Sweat....
*An addendum to Steve Murphrey's *And speaking of ingredients and Tiger
Sweat...
The group encharged with keeping the Reinheitsgebot does allow the
breweries to create different types of beer, but it doesn't allow them
to add any preservatives or other chemicals.
A few years ago some breweries wanted to add ascorbic acid, Vitamin C,
as a preservative to their beers so they could be shipped further
distances without spoiling. This was denied.
Sincerely,
Malcolm Gaissert*//*

Any 203's/294's have any info on this problem as associated with the
Military?...
At some point in the last couple of years I read an article (Newsweek
perhaps) which dealt with hearing loss and its connection to the
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military. Since my hearing is poor, the wife is tired of my excuses and
hearing aids are no longer avoidable, does anybody have any information as to
VA assistance and how to obtain it? I'm sure a lot of other headset
wearers amongst us have similar needs. At over $3,000 a pair and being
retired, the VA might be the way to go.
Thanks again!
Dan McKown

For those of you that are into antique German Steins...
For collecting, not drinking from:
Go here: www.ronfoxauctions.com/200507FoxCatalog.pdf and bring your wallet!
Check out #319. I actually found a postcard on Ebay that matches it! Ed.

7 December 2005

Update #220

CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS & CORRECTIONS:
David Bryant
=dabryantsr@earthlink.net
Peggy Adams (Cicutto)
=adamseve@cableone.net
Norman & Sande Gunther =normasande@atmc.net
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
FY 6 indicates dues have been paid through December 31, 2006.
FY 7 indicate advanced dues have been paid through December 31, 2007.
FY8,9,10 indicates the member has paid dues far into the future.
Please don’t pay dues in advance. It makes the”keeper of the till”appear constipated. ☺
Vic & Margaret Popovitch
Bill & Helen Toni
Walt & Ginny Shifflett

FY6
pegpop@msn.com
FY7/8 BilHelenToni@aol.com
FY7
WShifflett@aol.com

NEW MEMBERS:
Randel & Penny Gash

Fresno, CA

559-292-3838

NEW FINDS: All of the following would love to hear from old friends.
Ada Hochberger (Dennis (D)
Dorothy Roney (Willie (D)
Charles & Christine Long
Miles & Wanda Zawadzke
Margaret Mulbrandon (Chas (D)

Rapid City, SD 605-388-0143
Eufaula, AL
334-687-2105
Prospect, OH
kestrel@marion.net
Ft Worth, TX
817-294-1226
Washington DC 202-546-6953

FINAL FLYBY LIST:

Dennis Hochberger (died 1998), Willie Roney (died Nov 2003) Daniel
Jarvis, Perry Jones, Charles Mulbrandon (Died 1980), Alvin Holmes (2000)
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