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Well here it is, July already, and the reunion,
scheduled for 1 September through 6 September, is
just around the corner. I, for one, am really looking
forward to what I believe will be a great reunion. As
of now everything is on track and running smoothly
and I expect it to stay that way, (knock on wood). The
members of the Executive Board have been
outstanding with their support in planning and aiding
me in making this reunion happen. It has been a total
team effort. Everyone that I have contacted in
Branson during the preparation of this reunion has
been fantastic. Debbie Chesnokov, at the CVB,
Jacquie Manuel and staff of the Radisson, and Liz
Stanley, with Gray Line, were outstanding with their
assistance, and last and definitely not least, my lovely
wife Edie whose help and valuable opinions have
come to my rescue many times, THANKS.

Bill and Edie Ward

Most of you are probably wondering, what the theme
of the reunion is going to be. I have given this a lot of
thought and I asked myself, “why was this
organization created?’ and it was so people could get
together, relax, to just talk and renew old friendships
and make new ones. I am sure that during the years
you have been somewhere with friends and someone
has said, “do you remember when so and so did such
and such?” and it carried on from there. Well I
decided on a theme, which will be “Do You
Remember When?”
As I mentioned earlier it is July already, and as I
typed those words a scene flashed through my mind. I
stopped typing and let the scenes expand.

It was a warm July day 46 years ago and I, a young
A2C, was wearing my Class A Blues which didn’t
help matters. The train was full, not a seat to be
found. Luckily I had my duffel bag, which served as
my seat on the platform of the last car. As I watched
the tracks fade into the distance, I said to myself,
what have I gotten into? All sorts of thing raced
through my mind, not the least of which was, what
and where is this place that I am going to? No one
seemed to know much about APO 09684, even the
one’s you would think would know. When the train
left Bamberg I had a shock we were going in the
direction from which we had come. I felt for sure I
was going to find myself lost somewhere in
Germany. I didn’t find out till later that this was
routine and we were really going to Hof. When I
arrived at the Bahnhof in Hof, there was a lot of
activity going on, not like the last time I was in Hof
in 2006, when the place was almost empty. There was
a phone to call for transportation, which I used, and
was told someone would be down to meet me. The
truck that picked me up was a Ford econoline, the
first one I had ever seen in AF inventory, that was
quit a ride. When we turned in the front gate I saw
three airmen in whites sitting on a railing in front of
the Dispensary. Later that night they took me to town
and I had my first German Bier - I had a great time - I
think. I knew then that I was home. Little did I know
how much my life was going to change, it was an
experience I will never regret or forget. I am sure
most of you experienced the same things and the time
that we spent in Hof will be engrained in our minds
and hearts forever.
There are few, if any, dress codes in the venues in
Branson. So when packing, the only thing you need
to keep in mind, beyond your own preferences, is the
weather. As for the weather, it’s just like everywhere
else, who knows for sure? September has moderate
“light jacket” weather with highs typically between
76° and 85° and lows between 52° and 62° F. So the
daily wardrobe can vary from shorts to slacks and
skirts. The dress code for the buffet on Thursday
afternoon is pure casual and for the men on Saturday
night, sports coat and tie or suit and tie. The ladies
attire will be a dress or pants suit, without saying,
German attire is encouraged for both genders.

Bill Ward,
President
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City of Branson
110 West Maddux
Branson, MO 65616
417-337-8526
Office of the Mayor
www.bransonmo.gov

June 1, 2009
TO: Members of the Hof Reunion Association:
On behalf of the Branson Board of Aldermen and the citizens of our community, I want to welcome you to our city.
We are honored that you selected Branson for your reunion, and I know that everyone here will do everything
possible to make your stay pleasant and enjoyable. Branson has become the year-round, national home for all
veterans, active duty military personnel and their families
Branson is in the heartland of America where we embrace patriotism, and I am proud to say we honor veterans
every day of the year, not just on special occasions. We don’t take for granted the deeds of our veterans in
preserving the freedoms that all of us enjoy today. Your military units provided a valuable service in protecting the
interest of the United States in the Hof region of Germany from 1948 to 1975. We in Branson are proud and grateful
of your service to our country.
We have seen a steady increase over the years in the number of veterans, their wives and families who visit
Branson, and who feel at home. While patriotism may be declining in other parts of the country, it is alive and well
here in Branson. Branson provides traditional family values, love of country, and a belief in God that you and all
veterans have fought and died for. We say to all of our veterans, “We remember, we’re grateful, and welcome home
to Branson.”
I thank you for your contributions to our country and your willingness to dedicate yourselves to making this world a
better place for all. Have a wonderful time during your reunion, and be sure and enjoy the many attractions of our
great city.
Sincerely,

Raeanne Presley
Mayor

Dear Hof Association,
On behalf of the membership of the Branson/Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce and Convention and Visitors
Bureau, it’s my pleasure to invite the HRA Reunion to Branson! We’re honored and excited that you considered
our community for your Reunion and hope we can help make your stay enjoyable and entertaining.
If you’ve never been to Branson before we believe you’ll be surprised by what you find. From our famous live
entertainment to world class theme parks to the natural beauty of the Ozark Mountains and lakes, we believe you’ll
find something for every member of your organization. Our community is proud to offer a rich diversity of
entertainment and hope you’ll take time to sample our shows, lakes, attractions, shopping and all the activities you
can enjoy every day. All this set up with the best of Ozarks hospitality and traditional American values. As we like
to say, our new visitors aren’t strangers, just friends we haven’t met before.
If there’s anything you need we invite you to call me or Debbie Chesnokov at our office. We’ve got a wealth of
information and would love to see you.
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Have a great time in Branson. We’re proud of our town, of our heritage, and of our plans for the future. We’d love
to show you around. Our doors are open – come on in.

Ross Summers
President & CEO
Branson/Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce & CVB

All of our staff here at the Radisson hotel Branson is
excited to welcome the Hof Reunion September
2009!
We have been planning and working with your fine
Hof Association staff members to make this a superb
event. As is your Mission to Promote reunions to
renew old friendships and to perpetuate the memory
and history of U. S. Military Units assigned to protect
the interest of the United States in the Hof region of
Germany from 1948 - 1975. Our mission is to
provide the perfect place to achieve that very goal.
The Radisson is committed to making you all feel at
home with old friends.
The newly renovated Radisson Branson is an AAA
Three Diamond Hotel centrally located in the heart of
Branson. The Radisson offers for your convenience
Wildwood Bistro, Noble Roman's pizza, and the
Time Out Sports Lounge. Enjoy our indoor/outdoor
heated pool, hot tub, full service Concierge Desk,
where we can assist you in any of your show or
attraction needs and even help with preferred seating!
472 beautiful guest rooms including 27 whirlpool
suites with comfortable Sleep Number® beds.
Experience the "Hall of Heroes" to pay your respect
to all branches of the Military at the Radisson Hotel
Branson.
We look forward to seeing you here in September.
Jacquie Manuel
Director of Sales and Marketing
Radisson Hotel Branson
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120 S. Wildwood Dr, Branson, MO 65616
For those that haven’t registered yet, here’s the info
for placing your reservations; this is the direct line to
the Radisson Reservation Desk in Branson, at 1-888566-5290 and mention that you are with the Hof
Reunion Group. This number is also located on the
lower left corner of the reunion registration form.
The room rate for our HRA members and guests is
$70 plus tax (currently 11.6%) and Suites are $159
plus tax. Additional person(s) after two occupants is
$10 per person, per night. The prices for the Hof
Reunion Association Group will also be offered 3
days prior and 3 days after the reunion dates, based
on availability.
Non-smoking and handicapaccessible rooms are available.
The Radisson will honor these rates as long as they
are received by 3 August 2009 (you gotta hurry).
Cancellations must be received 72 hours prior to
arrival date. If cancellation occurs within 72 hours,
the penalty is 50% of what the room revenue would
have been for the entire stay, with a minimum of 1
night's room rate and tax. No Shows are subject to
this penalty.
Standard room amenities include coffeemaker with
complimentary coffee and tea, hairdryer, iron and
ironing board, electronic key access, premium cable
television channels with pay-per-view movies
available, voicemail, data port access, two easy
chairs, an activity table, and a credenza. Room
service is available. The hotel also offers laundry, and
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translation services, not to mention a Restaurant,
Sauna, and Tennis Courts, all wheelchair accessible.
They also offer free parking, including trucks and
RV’s. Off site there is a Golf Course, and a Pet
Resort (the hotel only allows guide pets).

BRANSON SCENIC RAILWAY** tour from ole
downtown Branson. Be ready to enjoy a 40-mile
round trip excursion through the Ozark foothills, and
listen to narrated stories about the history of the
railroad, its communities and equipment. Stroll
through the different cars to see the unique features.
Transportation to and from the RR Station is included
in the price of this tour. This tour is in the morning,
and will not get back in time for anyone wishing to
take the Branson Belle Cruise/Show/Lunch Tour.
**NOTE: Unfortunately, the two tours above overlap on
our schedule on Friday; so, you will not be able to go on
both. HOWEVER, the Baldknobbers’ Show is at night,
and does not conflict with either of the day tours.

Standard room with King Bed

BREAKFAST - A special buffet breakfast rate has
been established in the Wildwood Bistro, at the
Radisson. The price for our HRA Group is $9.50 per
person inclusive (this price includes tax & gratuity).
The Radisson has a full-service concierge that can
assist you with your show or dinner plans so you
spend more time in the indoor/outdoor pool, hot tub,
sauna, exercise room, gift shop, Veteran's Cafe, or
R&R Bar. Just off the Highway 76 strip, the Radisson
Hotel is located in the heart of the theater district next
to Andy Williams', Bobby Vinton's, and the Grand
Palace Theaters. Music shows range from country to
gospel, Broadway to big band, easy listening to pop.
The hotel is within two miles of the Dixie Stampede,
Jim Stafford's Theater, Dick Clark’s American
Bandstand Theatre, The Baldknobbers, Mickey
Gilley’s, and many more. Lake Tanneycomo and
Shepherd of the Hills are four miles, and Lake Table
Rock and Silver Dollar City are seven miles from the
hotel. In May 2009, the new Branson Airport
opened, approximately 6 miles south of Branson.
When filling out your registration forms for the
upcoming 2009 HRA Branson Reunion, September
1-6th, 2009, think about signing up for one of the
tours available, and the Baldknobbers’ 50th
Anniversary Show.
BRANSON BELLE cruise-show-lunch tour** on
beautiful Table Rock Lake. This two-hour tour
aboard the 1890’s-Style Paddle Wheeler is a way to
enjoy a cruise, a great variety show, and a delicious
three-course luncheon meal. The transportation to
and from the lake, the cruise, show, and lunch are all
included in the price of this tour.
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BALDKNOBBERS’ SHOW is the oldest show in
Branson. The show in 2009 is brand new, and extra
special, as they will be celebrating their 50th
Anniversary performing in Branson. This jamboree
show began the Branson family entertainment
phenomenon in 1959 when the Mabe brothers began
entertaining visitors on the Branson lakefront.
Today, the family, spanning four generations,
continues to astonish audiences with their variety of
country music, and hilarious comedy. Transportation
to and from the show will be provided by bus from
the Radisson Hotel, and is included in this show
price. This show is one of the most popular shows in
Branson and one the reunion committee has arranged
for our group to see. You definitely don’t want to
miss this – it’s fantastic!

ANDY WILLIAMS’ MOON RIVER THEATER
is located right next to the Radisson Hotel in Branson.
We know our members have different tastes in
shows, and music, and this theatre has two different
type shows going on during our reunion week in
Branson. Since Andy’s Theatre is a very, very short
walking distance from the Radisson (about two
football fields), Don Riverkamp contacted the
Director of Sales, Sue Leiter, and she was nice
enough to offer us a great deal while we are there.
The normal show price for these shows at Andy’s
Theatre are $43.53 per person. Sue will allow any of
our Hof Reunion Attendees, to walk up to the ticket
window, show their Hof Reunion Name Tag, which
you will receive on Wednesday AM, 9/2/9, and be
able to purchase tickets at $33.00 per person. That is
$10.53 off the regular price. The shows and
schedules at this theatre during our time in Branson
are as follows:
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Monday, 31 Aug – Dark, no shows at Andy’s
Theater.
Andy Williams & His All-Star Variety Show is
scheduled: Mon/Wed/Fri @ 7 PM and
Tues/Thurs/Sat @ 2 PM
Righteous Brothers’ Bill Medley with Paul Revere &
The Raiders is scheduled: Mon/Wed/Fri @ 2 PM and
Tues/Thurs/Sat @ 7 PM
Visit their website at http://www.andywilliams.com
for more details on shows and Andy’s Moon River
Grill, which is also located next to the Radisson
Hotel.
NOTE: If there is a particular show or attraction that
you would like to see while in Branson, contact Don
Riverkamp at don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net, and
he will contact the Sales Manager of that
show/theatre, or attraction, and see if he can get some
special rates, and/or discounts. Just let Don know
and allow him time to contact that particular venue.

TRAVEL TO BRANSON
For those that are going to fly, Branson has recently
opened their airport and is working to build their
service. The main airline servicing Branson is Air
Trans and they have some pretty good deals going,
and, depending on your location, they just might be
your best bet. Checking prices from San Diego; they
had to have the best prices, however, the composite
flight time, including layover(s) was 13 1/2 hrs – a
little longer than the time required to fly to
Deutschland. So, there are several factors to consider
and you may have to find a larger airport further
away, such as Springfield, or even further, such as
Kansas City, St. Louis, Little Rock, or even
Memphis, then rent a car. However, the pricing is
dynamic, changing every so often, and new flights
may be added, so it’s wise to revisit and check for
better deals.
For car rentals, our intrepid VP, Tom Mikloiche has
done his usual great job finding deals, and here are
the "Special Rates" and codes he has been able to
negotiate for the Branson Reunion.
For Thrifty Rental Cars rented from the Springfield,
MO Airport (SGF), you need to go online to
http://www.thrifty.com and use “HOFR” as the rental
code. This is good between Aug 25th & Sept 13th
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which will give you a 15% discount on the rental car
price at the time of rental. This is the only airport near
Branson that Thrifty services, but you can try that
code anywhere you are renting a Thrifty car during
this time period and see if it works for you.
Disclaimers:
1. 15% off time and mileage only, on car rental.
2. 24-hour advance reservations are required.
3. Limited number of vehicles available at this
discount.
4. Renter must meet minimum age, driver and credit
requirements.
5. Additional charges, cost recovery fees, holiday and
other blackout periods apply.
6. This offer may not be used with any other offer or
promotion and has no cash value.
7. To receive this offer, reservation must include
promo code HOFR
For Enterprise Rental Cars we have arranged a 10%
discount on published rental prices for three
locations: the airport at Springfield, MO (SGF), the
new Branson airport in Hollister, MO (BKG), and the
downtown Branson office at 1029 1/2 West State
Highway 76, Branson, MO 65616.
If you rent from the downtown Branson office, you
have to take the Gray Line Shuttle to the hotel and
have Enterprise deliver the car to you there. The
downtown office offers the best deal; $40 to $60
cheaper per week than the airport rate, even after
paying the shuttle cost from the Branson airport.
Again, go online to http://www.enterprise.com and
use “L51EK02” as the code in the optional: Coupon,
Customer, or Corporate Number Block, and on the
next page use “HOF” for the PIN number for all three
of the above locations.
As in prior years, check all the prices at all the
locations and take the cheapest one you can get from
whichever company offers you the best deal. Also
check for AARP < http://www.expedia-aarp.com >
and/or Auto Club discounts; that might make the deal
better yet.
While in Branson, check with Gray Line for local
transportation needs if you didn’t drive or rent a car;
they have a variety of deals available on shuttle, taxi
and limo services when you mention the Hof Reunion
Association. Regardless, let me know about your
rental experiences, as it will help in the future.
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TENATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR BRANSON REUNION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST TO SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH, 2009
TUESDAY

1500
1700

WEDNESDAY 0900

1300
1600

1900

Hotel Check In
Executive Board Meeting. Night free for members to mingle, tour the area or take in a show.
Registration Opens - Pick up registration kits containing nametags, dinner tickets, tour tickets,
surprise reunion gift, and other reunion information. Hospitality Room open for drinks,
refreshments, and socializing with ole & new friends.
Registration Closes. Remaining registration kits can be picked up in hospitality room.
General Membership Meeting - Open to members, and family members (Space Permitting).
Election of Officers, HRA business, and 2010 site selection will be discussed by our incoming
President Tom Mikloiche.
Group Dinners (Need volunteers to be Group leaders for dinners, (NO Volunteers, NO Group
Dinners).

THURSDAY

0800
Hospitality room opens.
1100
Hospitality room closes for Buffet Luncheon._
1100-1200 Frueh Schoppen (For the Men) in Hospitality Room.
1230-1800 Casual Buffet Luncheon (Name tags required). Entertainment, door prizes, live auction, music,
dancing, and FUN, FUN, FUN!!
1800
Evening free to take in a show, or socializing.

FRIDAY

0745
0800
0800
1015
1030
1130
1445
1600
1600
1700
1830
1845

SATURDAY

0800

SUNDAY

0800

Board buses for Branson Scenic Railway
Hospitality room opens.
Buses depart for Branson Scenic Railway Train Station.
Board buses for Branson Belle lunch cruise and show.
Buses depart for Branson Belle.
Buses depart train station for return trip to hotel.
Buses depart Branson Belle for return trip to hotel.
Hospitality room closes for one hour.
Kaffee Stunde (For the Ladies) in Hospitality Room.
Hospitality room reopens for all reunion attendees.
Board buses for Baldknobbers Show
Buses leave for Baldknobbers Show

Hospitality room opens. Day free for whatever attendees feel like doing – Shopping, sightseeing,
show, or relaxing.
1600
Hospitality room closes.
1730
Banquet room opens (Name tags and dinner tickets required). Dress requirements: Ladies- Dresses
or pants suit. Men - Coat and Tie. Both genders - German attire encouraged.
1800
Posting of the Colors by Honor Guard, and National Anthems of both the United States and
Germany.
1810
Invocation, then Dinner served (Dinner tickets displayed to assist Servers.)
1930
Memorial Services Ceremony
1945
President's Announcements, Thanks and 50/50 Drawing.
2000-2300 Music, dancing and socializing.
Hospitality room opens for saying goodbyes. Coffee, refreshments, and hotel check out. Have a safe
trip home!

WEARING OF NAME TAGS AT 2009 HRA BRANSON REUNION
When checking in, each member, spouse, and/or
guest will receive a Branson HRA Reunion Name
Tag. This nametag is to be worn and displayed
during all reunion functions, as it identifies you as
being part of the HRA Branson Reunion group and
enables others that may not recognize you but may
recognize the name. If you are not wearing, or
properly displaying the nametag, you will not be
allowed into the hospitality room, general
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membership meeting, tour buses, buffet luncheon
program, and/or banquet program. Our Sergeants at
Arms, and Executive Board Members will control
this issue, and if someone forgets to wear or display
their nametag, they will be asked to please return to
their room and get it prior to being allowed access to
the function. We ask for all attendees to assist us in
following this reunion procedure. Thank you for
your assistance and cooperation in this matter.
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HELP - HELP - HELP!
The Hof Reunion Association is in need of volunteers
to staff the Hospitality Room at the Branson Reunion.
This is an ideal way to meet new friends and renew
old acquaintances, as you will probably see
everybody sooner or later.

the design and artistry. The ladies shirts are a little
lighter weight, shorter sleeves, and a slight V-Neck.
Ladies’ sizes available for ordering on the form are
Medium, Large, and Extra Large ONLY. Men’s
sizes are available in Medium thru 3XXXL. The
costs are $10 for all sizes, except the men’s 2XXL &
3XXXL, which are $12. The back of the Branson
Registration Form has the information for ordering.

JERRY MIDDENDORF - Call for Door
Prizes

Roger Gentilini, Jody Russell and Bill Ward on Hospitality Duty

Duties would consist of welcoming attendees,
keeping coffee and beverages flowing, and stocking
snacks in a hospitable fashion.
One or two couples for 1-2 hours a day would be
much appreciated. We especially need volunteers
who are not going on tours or to shows, to staff the
tables while others are on tours, or at the
Baldknobbers show.
The approximate hours of operation are as follows:
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

2 Sep
3 Sep
4 Sep
5 Sep
6 Sep

0900-1530
0800-1100, 1800-2000
0800-1600, 1700-2000
0800-1600
0800-noon

Sign-up sheets will be posted at the Hospitality Room
entrance, and/or you can E-mail me, Greg Krcma, at
santam@tm.net with your preferred day and time.

2009 BRANSON REUNION TEE SHIRTS
The 2009 HRA Branson Reunion Tee Shirts will
come in two styles, one for the ladies, and one for the
gentlemen. The shirts will be Heather Gray like the
2008 Myrtle Beach Reunion Shirts. We are sure that
you will all love the shirts in Branson, and even the
Shirt Company that is doing the shirts, is considering
framing one of the Branson Shirts and hanging it with
their Wall of Fame Shirts because of
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The luncheon buffet door prize table and the auctions
have been a notable part of our reunion for the last
few years, as our members have been very generous
with donations of crafts, art work and other items. To
make this reunion one of the most memorable, the
Hof Reunion Association (HRA) President has again
enlisted the aid of Tom Mikloiche and Jerry
Middendorf as co-chairmen of the Door Prize
Committee. The HRA is loaded with talented
members and door prizes will again add that little
extra touch to make the 2009 Branson reunion one of
the most memorable to date.
We're looking for donations such as craft items;
books and artwork that can be presented as a door
prize or possibly even for a silent auction. At
previous reunions, items in the public or silent
auction included a hand made quilt, afghans, ceramic
Hummel figurines, 6 pack of "Kulmbacher EKU beer,
black western hat, 1950-60's bier steins and music
CDs, cheese and sausage basket, Dirndl, USAFSS
Hat pins and other items.
We are going to continue with the door prize
initiative that began at last year's Myrtle Beach
Reunion. It will yield a little money to help offset
some reunion expenses. Lots of prizes make for lots
of fun, so consider making a contribution to our door
prize/auction pool. You too can donate a door prize
item - simply bring it to the Branson reunion,
however, please give Jerry Middendorf and/or Tom
Mikloiche, a heads-up, via email, a telephone call or
snail mail, ahead of time letting them know what you
have planned to bring as a donation. This effort on
your part will save valuable time in documenting the
items to be presented as door prizes or auction items.
Jerry Middendorf
j.middendorf@comcast.net
405 Forehand Court
Phone: (410) 879-9576
Bel Air, MD 21015-2821
Thomas L. Mikloiche tmik@cox.net
400 Woodland Street
Phone: (860) 643-9004
Manchester, CT 06042-2866
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TOM MIKLOICHE - Boots on the Ground
Ogden, Utah, Hof's Sister City, has been selected by
the membership as the 2010 reunion Site. Don
Riverkamp and I will be going to Ogden for a boots
on the ground trip in early July, ferreting out the best
accommodations, attractions and best deals available
for our members, and we will have more information
to give the members attending the Branson Reunion.
Those not attending will have to wait for the January
newsletter. Here are a few lines to let you know what
the area offers.
Ogden, Utah - "Willkommen" from the Sister City of
Hof/Saale, Deutschland
Located at the base of the Wasatch Mountains, just
north of Salt Lake City, Ogden's majestic landscape
compliments the beauty of the rolling hills of Hof,
Germany. Like Hof, Ogden has a rich railroad
history, small town charm, fabulous food, and great
locally brewed beer by Ogden's own award winning
brewmeister. Ogden features many attractions sure to
please one and all. Hill AFB, with its Aerospace
Museum boats a vast collection of aircraft, vehicles
and artifacts dating from 1903. Step back in time on
our notoriously charming Historic 25th Street. Hear
the tales of Mountain men, Pioneers, Indians, and
Troops that traveled throughout Ogden by rail during
the war. Visit Union Station, and enjoy the Browning
Firearms Museum, Utah Railroad Museum, and
Browning-Kimball Car Museum. Admire the Great
Salt Lake and experience Antelope Island. See where
East met West at the Golden Spike National Historic
Site. Visit Olympic Venues of the 2002 Winter
Olympics. Spend time at the world famous Temple
Square and listen to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
Experience the true west. Ogden, the Sister City to
Hof is honored to host the Hof Reunion Association's
Reunion in 2010. Ogden's skyscrapers are Ben
Lomond Peak, Mt. Ogden, and Strawberry Peak. You
probably won't see a lot of celebrities, but you will
see plenty of stars, and find good eats, a place to
sleep, and a huge playground. Whether you enjoy the
serenity of our mountains, or the eclectic vibe of our
notoriously charming Historic 25th Street, Ogden will
make you feel welcome in their home, away from
home.

GREG KRCMA, 2nd V.P. - Reunion Site
Selection
How are reunion sites selected?
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A site selection committee is appointed by the HRA
president, with the 2nd V.P. assigned as the
committee chairman. As the 2nd VP will become
President for that particular event, this will give him a
little familiarization and control over where it occurs.
The site selections are based on past reunions,
geographic location, points of interest, and the ability
to accommodate the estimated number of attendees,
Three, and no more than four, prospective sites are
chosen by the committee, with an effort made to
select different areas around the country.
These prospective sites are then presented and
described to the membership in the January
newsletter. ALL members are encouraged to cast
their vote for the site of their choice before the
designated cut off date. The site with the most votes
is where the next reunion is held unless costs indicate
a nearby alternative in the general area.
The reunion planners then get a “Boots on the
Ground” team to arrange accommodations, dates,
negotiate rates, meal costs, amenities, arrange
activities and tours to entertain and relax the
members.

NATE $PARK$ - Treasurer’s Report
Our goal is to provide all members the best service
for their money.
Each new member and the renewing member receives
an updated copy of the Master Hof Roster. The
association operates on a fiscal year that runs from
January 1 to December 31 of each calendar year.
This is a reminder that all paid membership in the
association expires on December 31, and the 90-day
grace period ends on March 31 of each year. To keep
your membership current, please make your check
payable to the “Hof Reunion Association,” 6855
South River Road, Geneva, Ohio 44041-9348, at your
earliest convenience. If the $15.00 a year annual
membership fee will create a financial hardship for
any person meeting Association membership criteria,
the individual may advise the Adjutant and the
information will be passed to the Board of Directors
to grant a FREE membership.
We are recognized as a nonprofit, tax exempt,
charitable organization under Internal Revenue Code,
Section 501 (c) (19). Under the IRS nonprofit rules,
each year we should make a contribution to a
charitable cause. We have selected the Enlisted
Widows Foundation (AFEV), Shalimar, FL. The
AFEV was founded in 1967; it provides surviving
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spouses, requiring financial assistance, a place to live
among peers, sharing memories of the Air Force life
without the stigma normally associated with
subsidized housing. The Hof Reunion Association
has made a donation annually since 2003. We
anticipate another donation of $2,000.00 for this year
and this will be voted on in Branson, MO. during the
General Membership meeting. If you are aware of a
surviving spouse requiring financial assistance give
that person the following phone number 1 800 2581413 or (www.afenlistedwidows.org) for more
information.
We are anticipating a great attendance at the Reunion
in Branson, Missouri. The Association’s finances are
in excellent condition with a balance of $43,956.53,
as of May 31, 2009, in our Association bank account.
However, we will be confronted with cost of the
Branson Reunion and the publication and mailing of
the July 2009 “Hof Connection Newsletter.” The
Association books will be available in Branson for
review by any member with a desire to do so.

ROBERT HOERATH – Guest Member
Support
Robert Hoerath, our man on the ground in
Deutschland, has reported that we have received
generous cash support from our guest members in the
Hof Region, for a total of $265.
The following is a listing of the generous donors to
demonstrate their support for the Hof Reunion
Association: Harald Rossner, Hans Edelmann, Erwin
Pade, Irmgard Sprissler, Anna Mueller, Robert
Hoerath, Helga Hesse, and Herbert Barth.
We thank all of our German Colleagues for their
generous donations and want them to be assured we
will spend it wisely – probably on Bier, maybe some
kaffee and torte too – regardless, it will be used to
promote a higher level of gemuetlichkeit.

DON RIVERKAMP – From the Desk of the
Secretary
I just want to thank everyone in advance for keeping
his, or her personal data information up to date. Your
email addresses, mailing address, and phone
numbers, are very important to us, and allows us to
keep you informed on the on-goings of the
association and what to look forward to in the
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upcoming year(s). Please continue to keep us
informed on any, and all changes at the earliest
possible moment. Also, if you have a summer/winter
email address, or are going on an extended
vacation/trip, please let me know in order that I can
alter the addresses for that period of time, and you
will still be able to receive the updates. The more
“over quota,” “mailbox full,” and/or “mailbox
temporary suspended,” causes my internet server or
yours, to think that I am a spammer, and that is
definitely not good.
It is equally important to have your mailing addresses
correct since we mail the January and July Hof
Connection Newsletters, via “Bulk Mail”, and if the
addresses are not correct, bulk mail gets thrown away
by the post office because law does not allow them to
forward it. Here again, if you have winter/summer
mailing addresses, let me know, and I can have our
publisher mail that particular issue to that address
instead of the one that is on the HRA Master Roster.
Just let me know by emailing me at
don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net.
A reminder; if you do not receive your weekly email
update by Wednesday afternoon, please email me and
let me know. Also, if you have something you would
like published in the HRA Weekly Update, email it to
me. NO political articles, or views will be published,
as per our Constitution and Bylaws.
COPIES OF HRA MASTER ROSTER - With the
increased costs of US Post Office mail, only new
initial members joining the association that do not
have internet email service, and our current members
renewing that do not have internet service, will be
mailed hard copy of the HRA Master Roster.
Members having internet email services may request
the entire current roster, or a smaller version of the
roster, which contains information on only the current
active members, by just emailing me at
don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net, anytime, requesting
which version you would like to receive. When the
request is received, you will receive an up to date
roster, as of that week. Hard copy rosters are only
printed once a year, and therefore are normally
outdated within a two-week period, and we want our
members to have the most current information
possible for their use. If anyone has a special request
concerning the rosters, or needs a certain name,
address, phone number, email address, please contact
me at anytime. Thanks for all your understanding in
this matter.
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JERRY MANGAS – Website Status
Our long term, and we all thought, "Webmeister for
Life", Barry Springsteen, retired from his Board
position this last spring. Most of you have seen the
work that Barry has done and can well imagine the
time and effort that he has contributed over the life of
the website,
With the position now open, and figuring that I was
used to a life of oppression as Secretary until last fall,
Bill Ward asked me to take over for a time, at least
until somebody with far more skill than I have could
be found and elected formally to the seat on the
Board.
I had hoped to at least maintain the level of
proficiency that Barry showed (this is called "faking
it") but that is not happening at the moment due to a
variety of reasons.

And a special thanks to the people that provided 43
different links to all matter of sites of interest to
Hofers from just about any year. There are photo
links. video links, commercial links and links that can
inform you about any question you might have about
US Forces in Germany. You just have to check them
all out!
The Chat Room section is easy to use assuming you
are on high-speed but it can work on dial-up if your
partners have a bit of patience and you don't try to
send a whole chapter at a time but just hit "enter" and
the end of every line you type and that line will be
sent as you continue to write. Please use at least your
first name and last initial if not your whole name so
folks will know who is checking in and leaving
messages when nobody else is around. And do
remember that anybody signing in can read what you
have written. Private chats can be set up too just by
following the simple directions.

Somehow, someway, our access passwords to our
website have reset or been reset, and we cannot make
needed changes. Some links, in particular the link to
the American piece of history at the Fernweh Park
Sign Forest in Hof, has changed as that site grows
and grows. There are names missing from the rosters
and names that need to be added to the Memorial
section.

All that being said, some of these problems may be
cured by the time you read this.

There is Kaserne history to be added and some
corrections need to be made to some of the pictures
already posted on the site.

All too often, the Membership-At-Large is not
recognized as being the heart of an organization, but
it really is! The Board of Directors is only there to
carry out the will of the members, thus really making
it subservient to the total group. I urge you to attend
the Membership Meetings at the reunions that you
attend, pay attention to detail, and don’t be afraid to
ask for clarification of what and whom you are voting
for. All changes of the Constitution and By-Laws
must, by mandate, be published in the latest
Newsletter before being voted on at the annual
reunions, please read and understand them, ask for
details if necessary.

Once Barry comes back into cell phone range (The
Springsteens are RV'ing somewhere in the wilds of
Michigan at the moment) perhaps we can iron some
of this out, but at the moment, he is out of touch.
There have been 41,374 "hits" or visits to our
website, a number that seems to be slowing down a
bit. The latest posting on the Guest Book is from an
ASA member from the 332nd ASA in the 50's. They
lived in tents, in the snow, on the old airstrip! Some
of those older photos are in the 50's section of the site
now. Take a trip thru the Hofer years and see if there
is a name or two you recognize there. And make sure
your own name is posted!
Thanks to Jerry Middendorf and Peg Capps
Newmann for their contributions to the "do-ityourself" Galleries (and for the record, in Peg's
Gallery, the officers in the Mercedes being "detained"
were Soviet Military Liaison Mission guys and, NO!
they were not supposed to be there in Hof. But that is
the way the game was played then).
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C.A. RUSSELL – Membership Report
I appreciate your support of the Hof Reunion
Association!

I’m gratified that so many of you over the years, have
continued to vote me back into the job of
Membership Chairman. With the help of other
volunteers, we have managed to identify and locate
hundreds of fellow Hofers, however, keeping them
interested in the Association has been another matter.
Perhaps we are being too repetitive with our format at
the reunions, not providing enough current
information to our members, making our rules and
forms too complicated for everyday life, maybe not
providing better choices to vote on for our reunion
venues? We don’t know all the reasons, but we
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certainly need for you to TELL the Executive Board
in bold print, how we might retain our members, and
hopefully someday, regain those whose interest in the
group has faded away. A few of the Board members
tried to loosen up the eligibility requirements, so Hof
residents both past and present, could join the
association, but the majority of the Board voted
against allowing you, the members, to decide it by
your vote. I’m one of those that believe the Hof
Reunion Association is about those interested in
Hof/Saale-Oberfranken.

improvement during this time has been the work of
our publisher, David Sallinger, and I feel we owe him
a tremendous round of “Thank You’s” as he is the
one that has brought life into the newsletter with
graphics and color, and his ability to keep the mailing
process pretty straight has improved our delivery
tremendously. David will carry on and the newsletter
will prosper. Thanks to all for the past support.

Having been in this job since 2001, I decided a few
months ago, that after the 2009 reunion in Branson, I
will no longer continue as your Membership
Chairman, or be available for any other office in the
Association.
Again -- Thank You! C. A. Russell

The following changes to the By Laws will be voted
upon by the members at the General Membership
Meeting in Branson:

Phil Murray - Newsletter Editor

"or had a Hof Connection (Spouse, Ex-Spouse,
Widow, Dependent) with Security or Defense Forces
assigned to Hof Air Station, Kingsley Kaserne, or
Doebraberg, during the 'Cold War Era' or between
1948 and 1975."

Like C.A. Russell, I have decided it’s time to pass the
reins off to fresh blood with fresh ideas. The
newsletter has changed over the last seven years,
hopefully for the better. In my opinion, the major

PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE BY LAWS

Article 1, Membership, Paragraph 1, after the words
“German Air Force,” change the rest of sentence to
read:

Hof Reunion Association Officers and Staff:
Executive Board:
President
1st V.P.
2nd V.P.
Adjutant
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chairman
Web Master
Newsletter Editor
German Affairs Representative:
HRA Advisor
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Bill Ward
Tom Mikloiche
Greg Krcma
Joe Kessler
Don Riverkamp
Nate Sparks
C.A. Russell
Jerry Mangas
Phil Murray
Robert Hoerath
Stu Sturdevant

Staff Members:
Chaplain
Publisher
Sergeant at Arms
Sergeant at Arms

Francis Fukumoto
David Sallinger
Roger Gentilini
TBD
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