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Myrtle Beach – was this the best one ever?
I have been busy writing and rewriting this article,
trying to properly thank each and every one of you
that helped to make this reunion the tremendous
success that it was. This was a reunion of “Firsts.”
This was billed as out First Oktoberfest. It started
as a thought in my mind (also a “first” - Ed) and I
canvassed the Executive Board to get their input and
everyone thought it was a great idea. Each year the
Officers try hard to produce a reunion better than the
last and judging by the compliments and kudos you
all gave so abundantly, I believe we did just that.
Many thanks to the adventurous team of Jerry
Mangas and CA Russell with their wives, Pat and
Jodie, for discovering the Landmark Resort Hotel in
the first place. And thanks to Phil Murray and Jerry
Mangas for the excellent advertising to build the idea
of an Oktoberfest in everyone’s mind. There was
Pat Emmons, Sales Manager, at the Landmark, who
assured Jerry and CA we would have a great time at
her hotel, then Pat and her team of workers came
through with flying colors. Pat’s team comprised of:
her right hand and beautiful secretary, Rosita, Janice
Williams, in charge of Catering, Risa Garris in charge
of waiters/waitresses and setup. Risa also provided
us with a Special Assistant Malcolm Richardson, who
had the answers to all our problems. There were
about 330 members and guests that braved the high
gas prices and dodged hundreds of motorcycles (we
arrived during “Bike Week”), to arrive at the
Landmark - located right on the beach with 14
swimming pools and beautiful views from our
balcony rooms.
The Oktoberfest was scheduled from the 5th to the
10th of October but many of us arrived early due to
the outrageously low hotel rates. For the weekend we
shared the hotel with a couple hundred, “Sons of
Jesus” motorcycle club members. This put parking at
a premium around the hotel because it seems all the
bikers drove a pickup, pulled a trailer and used up
three parking slots. However the hotel has a parking
garage across the street that was more than adequate.
Next we were joined by two other military reunion
groups - the 709th MP’s from Frankfurt Germany and
the 42nd Seabees, who ended up in Nagasaki after the
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end of WWII. This made for a great exchange of
‘War Stories‚”

The organizational duo of Stu and Marcey Sturdevant.

The weather was absolutely gorgeous, Jerry Mangas
couldn’t understand this because tradition was if
Charlie Trick was on break it rained - it didn’t thanks to the Able Trick weather God! I would be
remiss if I didn’t mention Bill Toni and all those
scratch golfers that enjoyed the beautiful weather they assured me they had a great time driving,
chipping, and putting about while trying to out-psych
each other on the course.
Also in keeping with the Oktoberfest theme, a vast
number of people showed up in German costumes,
this set the stage for a great party. Whether they were
reclaimed from their old school days, purchased
during our 2006 reunion in Hof, ordered online, self
made or borrowed, they all looked fantastisch! Tom
Mikloiche, Joe Kessler and Don Riverkamp also
played very important parts in setting the theme too.
Tom was able to locate an outlet for quality bier mugs
at reasonable prices and he and Joe came up with the
logo for the mugs. Don Riverkamp outdid himself
with the design for this year’s T-shirts and hatpins,
and at prices we could afford.
I can’t forget CA, he located a source of high quality
bier - it was brewed in Downingtown, PA, named
Prima Pills and it lived up to its name. The
association purchased three kegs of Prima for the
Hospitality Suite but after five days only two kegs
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were floating. With 330 Hofers around, that was
unexpected – times sure have changed.

Beverage Dispersal Officers (BDO): Bill Ward, Roger Gentilini
and CA Russell.

Then there was Joe Kessler; besides tracking all our
money and sign-ups, using his computer savvy, he
designed and printed everything from registration
forms to meal tickets, name tags, show and tour
tickets, bus rosters - EVERYTHING!!!
Next, I need to mention my wife, Marcey, and Pat
Emmons for their negotiating with show and bus
companies to receive outstanding military discounts
on the shows and day tour we took - Super job, Girls.
Our reunion kicked off on Sunday at 17:00 with the
Executive Board meeting with all members present.
Also in attendance were this year’s Sergeant-AtArms, Jerry Middendorf and Greg Krcma, our
publisher, Dave Sallinger, who brought the latest
Master Roster for each member, Peggy Adams,
Marcey Sturdevant, and Jim Riggins. Items for the
General Membership meeting were reviewed and the
meeting adjourned at 18:45.

Joe Kessler and wife Dolores, with hard working trolls in the
background, Danny Sandifer and Jerry Mangas.
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Registration opened at 09:00 Monday in the
Hospitality Suite headed by our able Adjutant, Joe
Kessler, and Dolores, his wife, looking exceptionally
pretty in her Dirndl. His colorful group of volunteers,
most in costume, worked the registration tables and
had almost 330 members and guests receiving their
registration packages by noon. Danny Sandifer
photographed all members and guests for our records.
Tom Mikloiche was in charge of the Hospitality Suite
and with his team of volunteers kept the tables well
supplied with snacks, fresh coffee, juices, sweet rolls,
and last but not least various brands of exotic biers
from all over the world. Hospitality Suite opened
with registration and allowed everyone to relax, meet
new and ole Hofers and have refreshments. Ute
Sparks had the HRA photo albums for everyone to
view.
At 16:00, 6 Oct 08, President Stu Sturdevant called
the General Membership Meeting to order. Starting
with a Welcome, the Pledge of Allegiance, and
introduction of the Executive Board and staff.
Secretary Jerry Mangas read the 2007 Reno
Membership Meeting minutes, they were approved as
read. Treasurer, Nate Sparks presented his report on
the financial status and it was approved as read. Both
reports were made available for review. The chair
entertained a motion to donate $2,000.00 to the Air
Force Enlisted Foundation, which was moved,
seconded and approved by the membership. Next,
were the proposed changes to the HRA Constitution
and By-Laws. A committee, lead by President elect,
Bill Ward, Tom Mikloiche, Vice President elect, and
Joe Kessler, our Adjutant, thoroughly examined the
Constitution & By-Laws to eliminate conflicting
terminology, improve the readability, etc., proposed a
list of changes that was published in the July Hof
Connection Newsletter. A motion was made,
seconded, and approved by the membership to accept
the changes. Election of officers for 2009 was held
with results: President, Bill Ward; Vice President,
Tom Mikloiche; 2nd Vice President, Greg Krcma;
Adjutant, Joe Kessler; Secretary, Don Riverkamp;
Treasurer Nate Sparks; Membership Chairman C.A.
Russell; Webmaster, Barry Springsteen; Newsletter
Editor, Phil Murray; German Affairs Representative,
Robert Hoerath; and Executive Board Advisor, Stu
Sturdevant. Next, Bill Ward briefed the membership
on the 2009 Branson, MO Reunion Site. He, his wife
Edie and Don Riverkamp visited Branson and a
contract with the Radisson hotel had been signed.
Tom Mikloiche, projected President for 2010, led a
discussion on the economics of going back to Hof in
2010. After a lengthy discussion, the membership
voted to go with a location in the United States, with
specific cities to be selected and presented in the
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January Hof Connection Newsletter. The meeting
was adjourned at approximately 18:20.
Monday evening, 120 members attended the Carolina
Opry for a rip-roaring performance. Maybe they
didn’t have Little Jimmy Dickens, like Nashville, but
the cast was loaded with great talent and the
performance was enjoyed by all.
Tuesday morning was spent shopping, visiting with
friends in the Hospitality Suite and signing up for
tables for the banquet. Thank you Don Riverkamp
and Joe Kessler for getting us all seated. At 12:30, on
Tuesday, 7 Oct 08, the doors opened for our annual
Buffet. After everyone was seated, Stu prayed for all
our Troops in Harm’s Way, lead everyone in the
Pledge of Allegiance, gave the meal prayer and
ordered everyone to eat heartily - the food was
scrumptious and the chef was hard pressed to keep
the German Potato Salad bowl filled. There were
compliments all around on the quality of the food.
Next, we had door prize drawings and a live auction,
with auctioneer Tom Mikloiche, filling in for Andy
Brads. Next, the entertainment, was lead off with
Helen Toni singing a hilarious variation of “These are
a few of my favorite things” – there was a lot of head
nodding agreement and applause. Next was another
first; the first time this group appeared in the United
States. They use to appear nightly in the 60’s in the
Hof area at hotspots like, Jakes, the Ranch Bar, the
Traube, the Schoenblick, and others. With a
resounding round of applause, everyone welcomed
the “Dorf Dorks” with Tom Mikloiche, vocalist and
choreographer, leading their performance of the
“Burger Dance” song. After several rounds of Boos‚
the lady “Dorkettes” were brought on stage to finally
add some Class and the rest is history. Most of this
can be found on the Hof Reunion Association’s
website, click Photos & Links, and that will lead you
to a menu with many photo and video sites of
members.
The rest of the afternoon was devoted to visiting,
dancing, admiring each other’s German costumes and
generally have a great time.
That evening 115 members and guests boarded buses
to attend the evening performance of the Grand Le
Cirque a show so mind-boggling, it was impossible to
see all the talented acrobatic acts, on stage and above
our heads. Everyone truly enjoyed the show.
Wednesday morning, after a quick cup of coffee or
juice and snack in the Hospitality Suite 160 members
boarded four buses for departure to Brookgreen
Gardens and historic Georgetown. Talk about Kodak
moments - the whole day was filled with them. The
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weather was gorgeous and eating along the waterfront
at Georgetown was so relaxing, no one wanted to
board the buses for the return trip to the Landmark
Wednesday evening, four groups departed the hotel
for their Annual Group Dinners: CA Russell with his
bunch from Charley Trick; Jim Riggins and his
602/606 Radarites in tow; Peggy Adams and her
menagerie of Cops, Cooks, Medics, Motor Pool and
an assortment of others; and finally that Long Tall
Alaskan, Claude Niebuhr, with his pick-up team all
departed the hotel for different destinations. With all
returning that night each vowing that their group had
had the most fun. The bottom line we all enjoyed
ourselves. Thanks to the four Group Dinner leaders
and their negotiating ability to get such great dinner
prices.
Thursday found members relaxing and conserving
energy for the evening’s banquet. Banquet doors
guarded by our trusty Sergeant At Arms, Middendorf
and Krcma, were opened at 17:30 and at 18:00
another first occurred: We had a non-traditional Flag
Detail and Honor Guards - CMSgt Mel Hamill, in
uniform, carried the US Flag, representing all US Air
Force ever assigned to Hof; Robert Hoerath carried
the German Flag representing all German military
assigned to Hof; Green Beret CmdSgtMaj Gary
Queen, in uniform, representing all US Army; Ms
Peggy Adams representing US dependent wives and
US government employees; Mrs. Ilse Hamill
representing German wives, married to US military;
and USMC Reserve, Major Steve Brock represented
all US dependent children living in the Hof. All
assembled then sang the American and German
National Anthems led by Traudl Riggins. Francis
Fukumoto, our Chaplain led the Memorial Service
with Gary, Peggy, Ilse and Steve reading the names
of our comrades who were added to the Final Fly-by
and Ladies Serving in Heaven. Joe Trujillo, our
Native American, dressed in his Indian Ceremonial
dress, struck his drum with the reading of each name.
A red rose was placed in a vase after each list was
read the military honored the fallen with a handsalute--a truly touching tribute to honor our departed
friends. Francis then gave the invocation and dinner
was served. A word about the food: Jim Patterson,
one of our Past Presidents, stated that the food was
piping hot, delicious and the best food he has ever
tasted at a banquet. After dinner, another 1st and a
highlight of the evening occurred when Charles
Jackson and his unsuspecting fiancé, Tesa Molyneyx,
were called to the podium. Charley struck a pose on
bended knee and proposed to Tesa in front of 328
witnesses and she ACCEPTED! After Tesa accepted
Charley’s proposal, the DJ stepped forwarded and we
all proceeded to shine up our belt buckles with music
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from the 50’s, 60’s and German music to compliment
the large number of attendees in full German
costumes. Thanks to each of you for honoring my
request to wear German costumes. Everyone brought
out their cameras to capture group pictures and
individual pictures with Joe Trujillo, still dressed in
his ceremonial buckskins - he was definitely a hit of
the party.

Friday morning brought about some sadness when
everyone gathered at the Auf Wiedersehen Breakfast
for one last “war story” and a sad goodbye until we
meet again in Branson, MO, for the continuing saga
of the Hofers 2009! Again my THANKS to everyone
who helped make this a very memorable reunion.
Stu Sturdevant, President

THE CRYPTODUDE by Jerry Mangas
One of the more notable firsts, if not the most notable
happening on the Strand that week was the short
speech delivered off the cuff, as it were, by a
dependent, of all people, a daughter, not telling story
after story or joke after joke causing laugh after
laugh, but something simple, something better, and
more directly to the heart of what we are all about.

A simple, well thought out, fairly short talk of how a
post-Cold-War Poster Child came to have a small
understanding of what our time in uniform was all
about, and how she presents that to her students
today. Students, who in this day and age of selfcentered political correctness, can actually say the
Pledge of Allegiance on a daily basis and know what
it means to both the Daughter and the Dude.
It was a speech that might not have been delivered
since her prepared Speech was with her luggage and
the luggage was not with the daughter but lost in the
wilds of Fly-Over Country somewhere. However
daughters are pretty incredible people, particularly
when it comes to their dads and saying things about
them from the heart.
It was a speech that left a lot of moisture streaming
down faces, fog rising up behind glasses, a mist that
spread from the corners of your eyeballs into your
heart, and by the end of Cryptodaughter Suzanne
Dernoga-Garcia's little homily to her dad, Joe
Dernoga - The Cryptodude, the entire room was on
it's feet applauding. And they kept applauding … and
wiping their eyes. … and applauding.

The Cryptodude and the Cryptodaughter

DOOR PRIZE REPORT by Jerry Middendorf
The Myrtle Beach 2008 reunion luncheon, live
auction and door prizes occurred on Tuesday.
Seventy-six donated door prizes were collected on
Monday during registration and were placed on
display giving everyone a chance to view them. This
year we deviated a little from the auction/door prize
format with a few "cash donation" door prizes. If
someone really wanted a donated door prize that was
not going to be an auction item, the person or persons
made a “suggested” cash donation for the item.

Stu Sturdevant who also did a superb job as “Master
of Ceremonies” for the door prizes.

Tom Mikloiche, our 2nd Vice President, graciously
volunteered to be the auctioneer, and did a superb job
of it. Also, thanks go out to our Reunion President,

We collected an amazing amount from the live
auction and cash donations. The auction was lively
and bidding was fast and furious, and after the dust
settled we netted $979.00 to bolster our treasury.
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The door prize committee of Jerry Middendorf and
Tom Mikloiche extends a heartfelt “thank you” to
everyone that provided crafts and other gift donations
for the live auction and door prizes. It goes without
saying that our members are very talented and
generous people. Again, thanks for all your
commitment and donations.
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LIVE AUCTION WINNERS (INCLUDES CASH DONATIONS):
Peggy Adams, Jim Beasley, Gert Berry, Ruthie
Blumenstein, Jay Campbell, Elizabeth Coleman, Dave
Dickson, Christa Fahrbach, Gayle Futrell, Dave Gaither,

Kenneth Kielbania, Jim McGovern, Inga & Tom
Mikloiche, Walter Murch, Watson Parks, and Marcey
Sturdevant

AUCTION / DOOR PRIZE DONORS:
Bob & Rita Bennett, Gert Berry, Tom & Perlita Campbell,
Ralph Christianson, Dave Dickson, Joe Eberhardt, Robert
& Jean Epperson, Charles & Robbie Harris, Hanna &
Robert Hoerath, Tesa Molyneyx and Charles Jackson,
Marilyn & Bob Jarboe, Greg & Sandy Krcma, Jerry & Pat
Mangas, Hilde Middendorf, Dave & Karin Natalie, Evi

Obidinski, Jim Patterson, Margit M. Payne, Rosie & Gary
Queen, Gloria Riverkamp Brawley, Don Riverkamp, E. J.
Rowe, Dan Scanny, Jim Slothower, David Smith, Bobby
“Stu” Sturdevant, Marilyn & Ron Suriano, Walter Tribble,
Russ & Pat Vandermartin, and Lottie & John Williams.

FINANCIAL REPORT by Nate $parks
The Hof Reunion in Myrtle Beach, SC, was
considered a very joyful and successful reunion by all
that attended. Our goal is to provide all members of
the Association the best service for their money. The
entire bill for all expenses of the Hof Reunion in
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina has been paid. The
Association’s finances are in excellent condition with
a balance of $26,054.07 in our Association bank
account, as of November 30, 2008. The Association
books were available in Myrtle Beach for the current
Fiscal Year for inspection by any member with a
desire to review them.
The association operates on a fiscal year that runs
from January 1 to December 31, of each calendar
year. This is a reminder that all paid membership in
the association expires on December 31, 2008 and the
90-day grace period ends on March 31, 2009. To
keep your membership current, please make your
check payable to the “Hof Reunion Association‚” and
mail it to Hof Reunion Association, 6855 South River
Road, Geneva, Ohio 44041-9348, at your earliest
convenience. If the $15.00 a year annual membership
fee will create a financial hardship for any person
meeting Association membership criteria, (provide

the Adjutant with a brief summation with your
membership renewal), the Board of Directors may
grant a FREE confidential membership based on the
individual request.
The Hof Reunion Association has made a donation
annually to the Air Force Enlisted Village since 2003.
The Association membership voted in Myrtle Beach
to donate $2,000.00 to the Air Force Enlisted Village.
The Air Force Enlisted Village (AFEV) was founded
in 1967; it provides surviving spouses, requiring
financial assistance, a place to live among peers,
sharing memories of the Air Force life without the
stigma normally associated with subsidized housing.
If you are aware of a surviving spouse requiring
financial assistance give that person the following
information. A spouse must submit for admission in
the AFEV a 1.) Marriage Certificate, 2.) Her Birth
Certificate, 3.) Prof of Retirement - Orders or DD
form 214, and 4.) Death Certificate of Spouse or
Casualty Report (Surviving Spouses Only). More
information on subsidized housing facilities can be
obtained from (www.afenlistedwidows.org) or 1-800258-1413.

This is a picture of the “Bob Hope” village.
Each of the Villages in the Air Force Enlisted Village
complex has its own unique character, but they all
blend into a vibrant community serving the needs of
our enlisted surviving spouses. Take the tours and see
for yourself. Tours feature a description of amenities
and activities at each of the villages. There are several
combined activities each year. There are semi-annual
flea markets to clean out closets, and combined town
hall meetings to make sure everyone is current on
AFEV events. The talent show and Mardi Gras
parties are also big hits.
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2009 HRA REUNION SITE - BRANSON, MISSOURI by Bill Ward
There are 52 live performance theaters, with more
than 100 live shows. These shows offer a variety of
Pop, Patriotic, Rock ‘n’ Roll, Gospel, Motown, Big
Band, Irish, and Country Music, as well as, Broadway
style productions, magic, acrobatics, and comedy.
You can also enjoy the many wonderful attractions in
Branson, and its close proximity to three lakes with
lush, scenic mountain vistas. Add to that, Branson
has three outlet malls, craft villages, and antique
shops. Historical downtown Branson Landing, has
more than 100 quaint shops and restaurants. Branson
is also home to the award winning Silver Dollar City,
an 1880’s theme park, in a natural Ozark Mountain
setting.

Branson is located in the heart of the pristine Ozark
Mountains in Southwest Missouri, just north of the
Arkansas border. Centrally located, it is within a
day’s drive for over one third of the population of the
United States. At present, if arriving by air, one
would have to fly into Springfield-Branson National
Airport (KSGF), in Springfield, MO, and take the
shuttle bus service to Branson. However, in May
2009, a new airport will open approximately six (6)
miles south of Branson. The autumn landscape in the
Branson area explodes in an array of rich colors,
beginning in mid-September.

You might consider a cruise on Table Rock Lake, on
the Branson Belle Riverboat, with a variety show and
lunch/dinner, or try catching a trophy sized trout on
Lake Tanneycomo, or play a round of golf on one of
the 12 championship courses.
Branson is a remarkable vacation, and reunion
destination. The town definitely loves Veterans, and
every live show recognizes them. The Branson
Convention Visitors’ Bureau motto is: ‘Someone You
Love Is Always Playing In Branson!”
Visit the Branson websites at:
http://www.explorebranson.com
and
http://www.branson.com

Branson Radisson Hotel
This year’s reunion is being held in the Radisson
Hotel, centrally located just off 76 Country Boulevard
in the live music center. The room rate for our HRA
members and guests is $70 plus tax (currently 11.6%)
and Suites are $159 plus tax. Additional person(s)
after two occupants is $10 per person, per night. The
prices for the Hof Reunion Association Group will
also be offered 3 days prior and 3 days after the
reunion dates, based on availability. Non-smoking
and handicap-accessible rooms are available. For
reservations call the Radisson Reservation Desk, in
Branson, at 1-888-566-5290 and mention that you are
with the Hof Reunion Group.
The Radisson will honor these rates as long as they
are received by 3 August 2009. Cancellations must be
received 72 hours prior to arrival date. If cancellation
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occurs within 72 hours, the penalty is 50% of what
the room revenue would have been for the entire stay,
with a minimum of 1 night's room rate and tax. No
Shows are subject to this penalty.

120 S. Wildwood DR, Branson, MO, USA, 65616
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BREAKFAST - A special buffet breakfast rate has
been established in the Wildwood Bistro, at the
Radisson. The price for our HRA Group is $9.50 per
person inclusive (this price includes tax & gratuity).
Standard room amenities include coffeemaker with
complimentary coffee and tea, hairdryer, iron and
ironing board, electronic key access, premium cable
television channels with pay-per-view movies
available, voicemail, data port access, two easy
chairs, an activity table, and a credenza. Room
service is available. The hotel also offers laundry, and
translation services, not to mention a Restaurant,
Sauna, and Tennis Courts, all wheelchair accessible.
They also offer free parking, including trucks and
RV’s. Off site there is a Golf Course, and a Pet
Resort (the hotel only allows guide pets).

The Radisson has a full-service concierge that can
assist you with your show or dinner plans so you
spend more time in the indoor/outdoor pool, hot tub,
sauna, exercise room, gift shop, Veteran's Cafe, or
R&R Bar. Just off the Highway 76 strip, the Radisson
Hotel is located in the heart of the theater district next
to Andy Williams', Bobby Vinton's, and the Grand
Palace Theaters. Music shows range from country to
gospel, Broadway to big band, easy listening to pop.
The hotel is within two miles of the Dixie Stampede,
Jim Stafford's Theater, Dick Clark’s American
Bandstand Theatre, The Baldknobbers, Mickey
Gilley’s, and many more. Lake Tanneycomo and
Shepherd of the Hills are four miles, and Lake Table
Rock and Silver Dollar City are seven miles from the
hotel. In May 2009, the new Branson Airport will
open, approximately 6 miles south of Branson.

TOURS AND SHOWS FOR BRANSON 2009
BRANSON BELLE
Prepare to be whisked away on an enchanting twohour cruise on beautiful Table Rock Lake where
you’ll relax on board the 1890s-style paddle wheeler.
Travel back to a place in time when grand showboats
navigated over the waters with style and grace. Your
heart will soar as you journey past lush Ozark
Mountains surrounded by the pristine beauty of Table

Rock Lake. Feast on a delicious three-course meal
served by a first class wait staff. Then be entertained
as talented singers, dancers and performers bring the
show stopping production to life. I want you to know
that I have experienced all this and I am going again.
Join Edie and I on this wonderful cruise and luncheon
show.

BRANSON SCENIC RAILWAY
ALL ABOARD! Fun & Relaxation! Enjoy a 40mile round trip excursion through the Ozark foothills.
Relax and get away from it all. Listen to narrated
stories about the history of the railroad and its
communities and each piece of equipment. Nearly a
century old, the Branson Depot has been a destination

of travel for generations. Its design is classic
Americana. Choose from dome cars to coach seating
aboard vintage equipment. From the 40’s and 50’s.
Stroll through the train to see the unique features of
the different cars.

BALDKNOBBERS THEATHER

The Baldknobbers is the oldest show in Branson. The
show in 2009 will be special as it will be the 50th
anniversary show. Branson’s first show. The
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Baldknobbers Jamboree began the Branson family
entertainment phenomenon in 1959 when the four
Mabe brothers began entertaining visitors on the
Branson lakefront. Today the family legacy spanning
six decades and four generations continues to Wow
audiences with a variety of country music, and
hilarious comedy. Today’s Baldknobbers Show is
musical powerhouse featuring a talented cast of
singers, musicians, comedians and entertainers as
they perform your favorite Country Classics, Hot
New Country Hits, Toe Tapping’ Gospel and lots of
Side-Splitting Comedy.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR 1 SEPTEMBER (Tuesday)
THROUGH 6 SEPTEMBER (Sunday)
TUESDAY

1500
1700

WEDNESDAY 0900

1300
1600

1900

THURSDAY

0800
1100
1100-1200
1230-1800

Hotel check in
Executive Board meeting.
Night free for members to mingle, tour the area or take in a show.
Registration opens – pick up registration kits containing nametags, dinner tickets, tour tickets and
Reunion information.
Hospitality room opens-coffee and refreshments.
Registration closes. Remaining Kits can be picked up in hospitality room.
General membership meeting. Open to voting members and family members (Space permitting).
Election of Officers, HRA business and 2010 site will be briefed by incoming President
Tom Mikloiche.
Group Dinners (Need volunteers to be Group leaders for dinners,
(no volunteers, no group dinners).

1800

Hospitality room opens.
Hospitality room closes for Buffet Luncheon.
Früh Schoppen (For the Men)
Casual reception-Buffet Luncheon (Name tags required).
Entertainment, door prizes, live auction, music and FUN, FUN!!!
Evening free to take in a show.

FRIDAY

0745
0800
0800
1015
1030
1130
1445
1600
1600
1700
1830
1845

Board buses for Branson Scenic Railway
Hospitality room opens.
Buses depart for train station.
Board buses for Branson Belle lunch cruise and show.
Buses depart for Branson Belle,
Buses depart train station for return trip to hotel.
Buses depart Branson Belle for return trip to hotel.
Hospitality room closes for one hour.
Kaffee Stunde (For the Ladies)
Hospitality room reopens.
Board buses for Baldknobbers Show
Busses leave for Baldknobbers Show

SATURDAY

0800
1600
1730

Hospitality room opens.
Hospitality room closes.
Banquet room opens (Name tags and dinner tickets required).
Dress requirements. Ladies- Dresses or pants suit. Men coat and Tie.
Both genders German attire encouraged

1800
1800
1945
2000-2300
SUNDAY

0800

Posting of the Colors by Honor Guard and National anthems.
Invocation and Dinner served (Dinner tickets displayed to assist Servers).
President’s announcements, thanks and 50/50 Drawing.
Music, dancing and socializing.
Hospitality room opens for saying goodbyes. Coffee and refreshments, check out.

REUNION SITE FOR 2010 by Tom Mikloiche
As many of you know the 2010 Reunion was to be
held back in Hof, Germany, but a change in venue
was voted on in Myrtle Beach.
There were many different reasons for the
membership in Myrtle Beach to vote on a change but
the main reason was the extremely high costs of just
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getting there – the average price for a flight at the
time was in the $1500 range per person. Rental cars
were going for $300 per week base prices. The value
of the Euro was up, around $1.50 per Euro. The cost
of everything else related to a visit was also way up
and we figured that it would cost at least $3000 per
person for a week, which, when everything was
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added into to mix, was just too high as far as the
Executive Board was concerned. After some
discussions of the above info, we put it to a
membership vote and the members in attendance
voted to table Hof until the costs come back down to
an affordable level. Since then costs have subsided a
good bit but the new financial turmoil has set in.
Most of our members are retirees and live on fixed
incomes with 401K's that have taken a big nosedive,
so any gain on a reduction in German prices has been
eaten up by losses in our savings.

impossible to list them all here so you can go to the
websites listed below and check out more.

With all of that taken into consideration, we did what
any good board would do, we formed a committee.
After many hard hours of backbreaking work and
soul searching, the Site Selection Committee has
come up with the following four Cities/Areas for you
to vote on as the final destination of the 2010 reunion.
Please review them carefully, check their websites,
they are all good locations, and be sure to get your
ballot in by the 1 May 2009 cutoff date.

Here are some of the places to see and things to do in
the Green Bay / Milwaukee if it is the chosen
destination.

Baltimore / Washington, D.C. Area
Washington, DC, the Nation’s capital, sits at the
center of the region, which is traversed by the
Potomac River. The seat of the Nation's government
provides visitors with some of the worlds most
famous landmarks including the U.S. Capitol, the
White House, the Smithsonian Institution, and a
plethora of monuments, museums, historic sites and
buildings, the near-by NSA Museum with it's Cray-1
and with the C-130 memorial, the Historical
Electronic Museum also near-by with examples of
probably every radar and radio used by the military.
There are many other attractions along the National
Mall and other areas at the core of the Washington,
DC area. The Open Top Double Decker Bus
Sightseeing Tour and the Old Town Trolley make
continuous loops around the entire city for a one-day
fare. Many of the Capital area’s most famous
attractions are found in Northern Virginia, which is
located just across the Potomac to the west of the
District. These attractions span the time from the
colonial period to the emergence of America as the
preeminent national power in the twentieth century.
Surrounding Washington DC, to the north, east and
south are the Maryland suburbs offering a multitude
of attractions as well as nearby Baltimore and it's
waterfront where you can easily spend a day
wandering, eating and wandering some more and
visiting the Aquarium and more. One of the best
restaurants in the world for crab cakes is located
(Timbuktu ) near the BWI Airport and there are so
many other things to do in this area that it's
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Informational Web Sites
http://seewashingtondc.net/
http://www.baltimore-maryland.org/
http://baltimore.org/about-baltimore/inner-harbor

Green Bay / Milwaukee, WI Area

Green Bay is a warm convention and reunion city. It
offers a plethora of attractions from which to choose.
It is the oldest settlement in the Midwest, established
in 1634 on the Shores of Lake Michigan. Visitors can
explore historic buildings in the Heritage Hill State
Park, tour the home of Morgan L Martin at
Hazelwood Historic House Museum, ride the rails at
the National Railroad Museum or experience Native
American culture at the Oneida Nation Museum. The
Weidner Center for the Performing Arts hosts a
variety of performances including nationally touring
companies, Pamiro Opera Company and the Green
Bay Symphony Orchestra. All species of animals can
be seen at the Northeastern Wisconsin Zoo. Green
Bay Botanical Garden - Rare floral gardens, exotic
plants, and a new kids garden sure to offer something
for the garden lover in your family. As night falls
Green Bay takes on a life of its own. Attractions
range from fine restaurants, to comedy clubs to blues
clubs. Feeling lucky? The Oneida Bingo and Casino
offers blackjack, high stakes bingo and slots.
Shopping? Bay Park Square is the main destination,
having more than 70 specialty shops including
American Eagle and Old Navy. Anchor stores,
including Elder-Beerman, Kohl’s, Shopko, Younkers,
with a food court and 16-screen Cinemas. Miller
Brewing Company, visitors enjoy tours of packaging
and shipping centers, a brew house and a museum.
Experience Milwaukee's scenic shoreline from Lake
Michigan, aboard a Catalina 34 sailing yacht.
Edelweiss Cruise Dining - Two European style boats
offer sightseeing and dinner cruises. Basilica of St.
Josaphat - This landmark church was designed after
St. Peter's in Rome.
Informational Web Sites
www.packercountry.com
http://www.hellomilwaukee.com/Attractions.cfm
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Ogden, Utah
Ogden, Utah - Willkommem from the Sister City of
Hof, Germany
Located at the base of the Wasatch Mountains, just
north of Salt Lake City, Ogden's majestic landscape
compliments the beauty of the rolling hills of Hof,
Germany. Like Hof, Ogden has a rich railroad
history, small town charm, fabulous food, and great
locally brewed beer by Ogden's own award winning
braeumeister. Ogden features many attractions sure
to please one and all. Hill AFB, with its Aerospace
Museum boasts a vast collection of aircraft, vehicles
and artifacts dating from 1903. Step back in time on
our notoriously charming Historic 25th Street. Hear
the tales of Mountain men, Pioneers, Indians, and
Troops that traveled through Ogden by rail during the
war. Visit Union Station, and enjoy the Browning
Firearms Museum, Utah Railroad Museum, and
Browning-Kimball Car Museum. Admire the Great
Salt Lake and experience Antelope Island. See where
East met West at the Golden Spike National Historic
Site. Visit Olympic Venues of the 2002 Winter
Olympics. Spend time at the world famous Temple
Square and listen to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
Experience the true West. Ogden, the Sister City to
Hof would be honored to host the Hof Reunion
Association's Reunion in 2010. Ogden's skyscrapers
are Ben Lomond Peak, Mt. Ogden, and Strawberry
Peak. You probably won't see a lot of celebrities, but
you will see plenty of stars, and find good eats, a
place to sleep, and a huge playground. Whether you
enjoy the serenity of our mountains, or the eclectic
vibe of our notoriously charming Historic 25th Street,
Ogden will make you feel welcome in their home,
away from home.
Informational Web Site
http://www.go-utah.com/ogden

Mississippi River Delta 40 minutes south of the City
Of Blues, and the home of Rock and Roll, Memphis,
TN. Tunica is right in the heart of America with
numerous interstate systems and major airline carriers
serving Memphis, or take Amtrak’s “City of New
Orleans” or if you want to bring your own Rig the
major casinos each have over 100 RV hook-ups for
those who want to cruise in. Gaming is just the
beginning, in the heart of the place where the ‚Blues”
was born, and where Southern Hospitality got its
name, Tunica Resorts have become a fast- growing
entertainment destination with more headline
entertainment than anywhere else in mid-America.
Outside in the fresh air, are the mighty Mississippi
River and the Tunica River Park, also the Tunica
Queen riverboat offering evening dinner and dance
cruises. The river park offers exhibits and observation
areas. Click on the web site for a tour of the 168-acre
nature park. You could get in a round or two of Golf
at one of the 3 casino golf courses. There is the
beauty and splendor of the Ozarks of Arkansas just
across the river, and there is Crowley Ridge Scenic
Byway that follows the Mississippi River north.
There might not be enough time to do it all but here
are some options. Just a short trip on a Memphis tour
will take you to Elvis Presley’s, Graceland or Beale
Street for the Blues sound. The Alex Haley Museum,
Casey Jones Village, the Cotton Museum, for the race
fans The Ride-on Driving Experience where you can
drive their stock car on the Memphis Motor Sports
1/2 mile oval (we’re still young enough for that,
right?). The Memphis Zoo, how about the Peabody
Ducks performance and the Peabody Center for
shopping or stroll the Overton Square entertainment
row, multi-blocks of side walk shows and shops. A
40 store factory outlet mall is located in the Casino
Resort area for your shopping pleasure, and lets not
forget the laid back atmosphere of shopping in
downtown Tunica. All these things and more await
your visit‚ If you chose Tunica for your 2010 Hof
Reunion.

Tunica, MS

Informational Web Site

Tunica, Mississippi would like to introduce you to the
largest casino group between Atlantic City and Las
Vegas, eight hotels with 5000+ rooms situated on the

http://www.tunicamiss.com
http://www.tunicariverpark.com

WEB SITE STATUS by Barry Springsteen
2008 has proven to be another good year for our
association and the website. There were a few
encounters with spammers but the actions we took
seem to have curbed their activity. Chat Room and
Guestbook usage have declined some but roster and
Jan 2009

picture/album viewing has picked up. As always
there was a lot of activity right around the time of our
annual Reunion.
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The Bulletin Board shows some activity but for the
most part remains very under utilized. If it continues
to show low usage I will remove it after the Branson
reunion in September.
The combined roster (Active, Missing and Inactive)
project proved to be a greater challenge then first
anticipated. It is nearing completion and will be
ready for loading in the next couple of weeks. The
roster search in the final version is more flexible than
previously described.
Activity on the website shows a continuing interest in
pictures, therefore, the next project on the horizon is
going to deal with pictures, photo albums and slide
shows. It is my hope to develop a process that would
allow members to upload pictures and create either
photo albums or slide shows. The created photo
albums or slide shows would then be made available
for general access and viewing.
The photo album project is just entering the research
phase and any ideas, comments or suggestions would
be greatly appreciated.

Website Home Page

WEEKLY UPDATES by Don Riverkamp
After being 2nd VP, 1st VP, President, and Executive
Board Advisor, of the Hof Reunion Association, my
passion and love for the HRA, was still burning hot
and bright, so I figured that I would allow my name
to be put on the ballot in Myrtle Beach for another
position on the board.
Well, the nominating committee put me up for HRA
Secretary, since our lustrous past secretary for the
past 4 years, Jerry Mangas, decided to take a break,
and have more time for his family, and other desires,
I was voted onto the executive board with the
position of Secretary. Well, let me tell you, if I
thought I had spent a lot of hours per day, per week
over the past four years with HRA business, phone
calls, decision making, pin/shirt orders, and reunion
planning, I was wrong. OMG, it is like a full time
job, but, I have the time, and like I said earlier, “I
love the Hof Reunion Association and all the
members and families.”
I just want to thank everyone in advance for keeping
his or her personal data information up to date. Your
email addresses, mailing address, and phone
numbers, are very important to us, and allows us to
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keep you informed about the on-goings of the
association and what to look forward to in the
upcoming year(s). Please continue to keep us
informed on any, and all changes at the earliest
possible moment.
Email addresses are very important for the Weekly
Updates, however it is equally as important to have
your mailing addresses correct since we mail the
January and July Hof Connection Newsletters, via
“Bulk Mail”, and if the addresses are not correct, bulk
mail gets thrown away by the post office. Please
email any changes to our adjutant, Joe Kessler, at
hofreunion@roadrunner.com and please copy me, at
don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net - Thank you very
much!
PS – Remember, I am not a mind reader, or computer
expert, so, if you do not receive your weekly update
by Wednesday afternoon, please email me and let me
know. Also, if you have something you would like
published in the HRA Weekly Update, email it to me.
However, NO political articles, or views will be
published, as per our Constitution and Bylaws.
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GREETINGS from C. A. Russell
Thanks for coming to Myrtle Beach, good to see a lot
of familiar faces, and a good number of new ones.
Looking thru the list, I saw some names of attendees
that I didn’t get around to talking to, missed seeing
some others that couldn’t make it this time too.
We are always looking for suggestions for upcoming
reunions, somewhere that the majority of people
would like to go, where the rates are reasonable for a
weeks’ stay, and there are interesting things to see
and do, all this without personal bias. If you have
such a place in mind, don’t hesitate to submit it to our
Executive Board. Without you, there are no reunions,
we really need your input and attendance, and if there
are comments about how we are running the
Association that might help us generate more interest
in our membership activities, please let us know
because this outfit belongs to you!
Hopefully everyone received a copy of the Master
Roster in November, if you didn’t, let us know. You
are also entitled to a copy of the Hof Reunion
Association’s Constitution and By-Laws upon
request, it’s the rules we must go by to maintain our

Charter and Tax Exempt Status. Drop us a note if you
would like a copy.
We like to hear from you with your opinions and
suggestions, it helps us understand better what the
entire membership wants to see, not just the ones that
are able to attend the annual reunions. We would also
like to see some of the younger members submit their
names if they are interested in serving on the
Executive Board. As necessary in all organizations,
we too need young blood from all ranges of the
group, especially if you are a brand new member with
fresh ideas that will mesh with proven existing ones.
As you know, it’s all volunteer duty, and you don’t
have to be elected to volunteer, if you have a
specialty that we could use, feel free to contact us to
join in at any time, especially in locating and signing
up our “missing” people. (Send me old orders if you
can)
Thanks for being supportive of the Hof Reunion
Association!

FROM THE ADJUTANT'S DESK by Joe Kessler
We have gotten a good response to the new
Membership Form. Unfortunately we still receive an
occasional old form. The old forms do not include
the new data that we are trying to add. Please do not
use these old forms, if you do not have one of the
new ones, please call me at 440-466-5867 or e-mail
me at hofreunion@roadrunner.com and I will send
you one by e-mail or US Postal, whichever you
request. Please read over the form carefully and fill
out as much as you can remember. Be sure to check
off whether the form is for a New Membership or
Renewal. If you have a change in any of your
information, please check the Change of information
box as well. It is extremely important that you check
off the type of Roster you want to receive, E-Copy,
CD or Hardcopy. If you don't check anything, we
must assume that you want an e-mail copy. Feel free
to use the form for any information changes (be sure
to check off the Change of information box). You
may also e-mail any changes. Please keep your e-mail
address current.

The Registration Forms for Branson 2009 are also
included in this newsletter. Please print all
information as clearly as possible. Make sure that
your name is on the very top of the front page, Last
Name, First Name and Date. Even if you are using
the form only to vote for the 2010 site location, be
sure to include your name at the top of the front page.
When you list the names of your party, use the names
that you want printed on your nametag. If your name
is Jonathan William McPersonality and you go by
'Jack'; use Jack McPersonality for the name. Very
long names have to printed with smaller fonts and
defeat the purpose of the nametags.
Please do not cut any of the forms. It is difficult to
file the forms when they are cut.
I have published some of the pictures from Myrtle
Beach on;
http://home.roadrunner.com/~schafbock/hof.htm
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A fashionable group – obviously German.

Tesa said “Yes”

Hanna Hoerath, Hilde Middendorf and Jo Murray modeling a
fashionable ethnic hat from the door prize donations bin.

Part of the Executive Board dining out, in a nice German
restaurant, of course.

Reminders and Other Loose Ends
As we have entered into the New Year with all of our
resolutions in place, lets check one more time that we
are going to remember to reenlist if we haven’t done
so already, and to get our dues in before 31 Mar
2009, which is the end of the grace period. That’s
$15 USD. This way we’ll be A1 Active members
and retain that gold star next to our name on the
roster for another year.
An area that requires a little bit of attention is keeping
some of our personal information current. The main
items are your email address, your mailing address,
and if you have an alternate mailing address where
you stay regularly, or seasonally, we need that too.
Don Riverkamp, our Secretary, needs a current, valid
email address to send the weekly updates out to keep
you apprised of what’s happening. Joe Kessler, our
Adjutant, needs to know your current mailing
address, as he is responsible for maintaining the
mailing list for the newsletter, the master roster, the
Constitution and By Laws, and occasionally other
correspondence. The mailing address is a particular
concern because we send most mail out as bulk mail,
due to the cost, and bulk mail does not get forwarded,
or receive any other considerations – the slightest
problem, such as a missing apartment number, etc.,
and it usually gets chucked in the hopper. Another
example of a forwarding problem is if you have an
alternate seasonal address, such as a winter palace in
the Dubai, and you have all your mail forwarded, the
Jan 2009

bulk mail doesn’t get there – whoosh - into the
hopper. So, in that case, when you notify the Post
office to forward your mail you should also contact
Joe Kessler to update the address so all important
correspondence gets into your hands.
Another item is to remind everyone that if you have a
story to tell, whether humorous, interesting,
educational, or whatever; contact Don Riverkamp and
he can embarrass you by publishing it in the weekly
update. Stories, photos, newspaper articles and such
are always welcome.
These two guys are the ones that are constantly busy
with our business, day in, day out, all year long and
deserve as much help as we can give them.
The last item is a recommendation to visit the HRA
website. It’s growing in response to our needs. If it
gets used, Barry notices it, and the more use it gets
the more improvements are made in those areas. It’s
a use it or lose it situation. Even though Barry hasn’t
“improved” the photo section, there’s a lot to see
already – many, many photos and videos too. If you
haven’t been to a recent reunion, you’ll find enough
to show some really fun times. If you have been to
recent reunions it will help you reminisce recognizing
many of our friends and the fun times you had. So
check it all out and if you have any great ideas for
improvement, send them in, Barry is always looking
for feedback that will help build a bigger/better site.
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Executive Board Members

Back row: Barry Springsteen, Stu Sturdevant, Robert Hoerath, Greg Krcma, Nate Sparks, Don Riverkamp
Front row: Joe Kessler, Tom Mikloiche, CA Russell, Phil Murray, Bill Ward

Staff Members:

Chaplain
Publisher
Sergeant at Arms
Sergeant at Arms

Francis Fukumoto
David Sallinger
Greg Krcma
Jerry Middendorf

Grüß auf Hof
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