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RENO WELCOMES THE HOF REUNION ASSOCIATION
LOOKING FORWARD TO RENO
The Hof Reunion Association’s annual reunions
have brought many friends, peers, and fellow Hofers
back in contact after years of sharing experiences
while stationed at Hof Air Base, Germany. Our past
reunions have been very successful, and our members
have had loads of fun and laughter talking about the
good ole Hof days, and what’s going on in their lives
today. I personally, look forward to our yearly
reunions, and all the good folks and spouses that
make our association successful.
RENO – “The biggest little city in the world”.
That’s what Reno likes to call itself. Reno is a
somewhat down market version of the glitz and
glamour of Las Vegas. It is at the foot of the
snowcapped Sierra Nevada, with the Truckee River
winding through the center. A short distance from
Reno is Sparks, Nevada, home of the annual BBQ
Rib Cook off, and Farmer’s Market. In 2007, the
last three days are Saturday, 9/1, Sunday, 9/2, and
Monday, 9/3. So if you love fun and ribs, you will
have a chance to visit the cook off. Right on 4th
Street at the Nugget, you will find the world’s biggest
hamburger and loads of fries for less than $5. Besides
the microbrewery in the Eldorado, on Center Street
near 1st Street (walking distance), you can find the
Silver Peak Brewery. One of the tours that the
association is planning will be to Virginia City, which
is the site of the original silver mines that built the
wealth of that area. It still has old wooden sidewalks,
narrow side streets, and gift shops galore. On the
drive to Virginia City, the drive up Geiger Grade will
provide stunning views of the mountains and valleys.
A reminder to everyone that Reno is a desert area,
and very dry. The days will be warm and the night’s
cool, so bring light jackets or sweaters if you are
planning on going outside in the evening.

Reno - At the edge of Gold country, deep in Silver
country, Cattle Ranching is big, and it offers some
fantastic vistas. This is an area well steeped in the
history of the old west and natural scenery.
Today you’ll still find it a great getaway; you will
find a lot of gold and silver but instead of mines, you
have to coax it out of the machines. For the
Cowperson in you there are some “Dude Ranches”
around there can make you feel like Gene Autry or
Roy Rogers, maybe even Dale Evans. The ranchers
provide some beef the local restaurants turn into
mouth-watering steak dinners. The Sierra Nevada is
as beautiful as it is impressive, offering a lot in
recreation and scenic vistas. Whatever your plans
are, don’t forget to bring the camera. Whether it’s
great scenic shots of the Sierra Nevada, a buddy
getting a shot of you standing in front of a machine
that just paid you $10 million or throwing your leg
over a spirited horse that will gallop off to help you
head them scoundrels off at the pass. This will be a
great occasion and one of the best things that will
happen is the Hofer Reunion. It will be a shame if
you miss it.
The Reno Air Races will follow us and just might
tempt a few folks to stay over and see some of the
most exciting air racing in the world.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in Reno. We
are not responsible for your gambling losses;
however, we will help you spend your winnings.

Don Riverkamp , HRA President
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THE ELDORADO HOTEL CASINO PRESENTS

Dancing Queen – A Celebration of the ‘70’s

This show will be in the Eldorado Showroom during
our Hof Reunion. It is a fast paced show celebrating
the timeless hits of the 70’s, featuring a dynamic
cast of 20 singers and dancers. “Dancing Queen” is
scheduled to perform each evening at 7 PM except
on Mondays, therefore the best nights for us would
be on Sunday, Tuesday or Wednesday evening. The
showroom is intimate, theater style seating with
great viewing from every location

We also know your appetites will not let you forget
our nine exceptional dining experiences! Again, we
are honored to have you as our guests and we truly
look forward to making this one of your best
reunions ever!

WELCOME

Note: There will be “2 for 1” coupon in your
“Eldorado Welcome Package” that you will receive
upon room check-in at Hotel Lobby.

The Eldorado Hotel Casino and the Carano Family
are honored to be the headquarters hotel for this
year's Hof Reunion. During your stay with us we
hope you are able to enjoy all of the amenities the
Eldorado has to offer. The Eldorado Coffee
Company’s express coffee station, Brew Brothers,
the newly opened wine bar, "Cin Cin" and while you
are here make sure you take advantage of the twofor-one show ticket offer to see "Dancing Queen-A
Celebration of the '70's" in the Eldorado Showroom.
We have over 81,000 square feet of casino
entertainment. All attendees will receive a Club
Eldorado Card, so please visit our Promotion Center
on the casino floor and once you are signed up for
your “Club Eldorado” card Treasures of the Eldorado
invites you to explore mysterious archeological dig
sites situated in lands far from here, offering
Treasure Hunters over $2 MILLION in free prizes.
Treasures of the Eldorado is a promotion the likes
of which Reno has never seen, exclusive to the
members of Club Eldorado.
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John R. McGinnes
Director of Sales
Eldorado Hotel Casino

ELDORADO AIRPORT SHUTTLE:
The Eldorado Hotel/Casino has a complimentary
shuttle bus between the Reno Airport and the hotel.
It takes about 10-15 minutes from the airport to the
hotel, depending upon traffic. This free shuttle runs
daily between 6 AM and Midnight. Between the
hours of 9 AM and 5 PM, the shuttle runs every
half hour. The hours before 9 AM, and after 5 PM,
the shuttle runs at the top of the hour. For those
driving to the reunion, the Eldorado provides
complimentary self-parking, and complimentary
valet parking.
DRESSING HINTS AND CODES: Reno is
normally hot and dry during early September, but
often it’s “crisp” in the mornings and evenings.
Bring your comfortable summer clothes for regular
wear, but consider a windbreaker or sweater, and an
umbrella to handle weather shifts. The dress code for
all reunion events is “casual” except for the
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Thursday night banquet. The dress for the Thursday
night banquet is cocktail dress, nice dress, or nice
pant suit for the ladies, and for the men, a suit with

tie or sport coat and tie. The dress code for the
afternoon buffet is casual but it will have a 50’s –
60’s theme.

THE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2-7
SUNDAY

1500
1700

Members start checking into ELDORADO hotel rooms
Executive Board Meeting
Night free for members to mingle, gamble, or see a show

MONDAY

0900

Registration begins – pickup HRA reunion packages containing name
tags, dinner tickets, tour tickets and HRA reunion Information
Hospitality Room open – bring your photo albums & memorabilia
members, family, and friends mingle, relax, and make plans
Association meeting (One member per family) – election of Officers,
HRA business, and 2009 site nominations announced

0900
1600
TUESDAY

0745
0900
1200
1330

Tour buses leave for 5 hour tour (Reno and Virginia City)
Hospitality Room open – coffee, rolls, and war stories & memories
Hospitality Room closes for Buffet Luncheon
Casual Reception (50-60’s) – Buffet Luncheon (name tags required).
Great program with entertainment, door prizes, music, and lots of fun.
Evening Open - Get together with friends and other members for dinner, gambling,
or show. Hospitality room will reopen after luncheon until 8PM.

WEDNESDAY 0800

Tour buses leave for 8-9 hour tour of Carson City, Lake Tahoe, Emerald
Bay. Relaxation for those not participating or shopping downtown.
0900 Hospitality Room open – coffee and refreshments.
Evening Open - For socializing, dinner with friends, leisurely night on the town,
shows, or gambling. Hospitality room open until 8PM.

THURSDAY

0900 Hospitality Room open – coffee and refreshments
0900 Great time to visit Auto Museum or Reno Park
1600 Hospitality Room closes
1730 Banquet Room opens (name tags and dinner tickets required)
1800 Posting of Colors by Honor Guard and National Anthem
1815 Invocation and Dinner served (Dinner tickets displayed to assist servers.)
1930 Memorial Services
1945 President’s Announcements, Thanks and 50/50 Drawing
2000-2300
Music, Dancing, and Socializing

FRIDAY

0800-1100 – Hospitality Room open for saying our Goodbyes
HOTEL CHECKOUT BY NOON ON FRIDAY

PROPOSED CHANGES TO HRA CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
Please be advised that in Reno, at the general membership meeting, on Monday afternoon, the following proposed
changes to the HRA Constitution & By-Laws, as adopted unanimously by membership, September 17th, 2002 and as
revised September 5, 2005 in Nashville at the General Membership Meeting, will be brought before the membership
for a vote of approval/disapproval. These changes are recommended since we have never had a Publicity Chairman,
and there is nothing, at present that says how we chose our two Sergeant at Arms for our annual reunions and for the
addition of two executive board positions.
PROPOSED CHANGES FOR CONSIDERATION:
Propose that Article IV of Constitution - Elected Officers, Add to Paragraph 1, Sub Paragraphs i and j :
i. Hof Connection Editor
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j. German Affairs Representative
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Propose that Article V of the By-Laws - Duties of Elected Officers; Delete Sub Paragraph 5c and 5e under Secretary
and Add 5c to Hof Connection Editor and 5e to Adjutant list of duties and Add Sub Paragraphs 9 and 10 :
DELETE 5c. Assemble, print and distribute the semi-annual Newsletter in cooperation with the Newsletter editor.
(This function will become one of the duties of the Hof Connection Editor)
DELETE 5e. Serve as the Association Control Center for all reunion functions.
(This function is moving to Adjutant's duties since it is where all forms and money are received)
ADD to Adjutant list of duties - 4g. Serve as the Association Control Center for all reunion functions.
9. Hof Connection Editor
a. Coordinate, create, and edit the semi-annual Hof Connection Newsletter that is mailed to members in good
standing in January and July.
b. Coordinate with the Publisher of Newsletter to ensure newsletters are printed properly and in timely fashion.
c. Assist the Secretary with sending out the Hof Connection Weekly Updates when requested.
10. German Affairs Representative
a. Coordinate all Hof Reunion Association reunions held in Hof, Germany.
b. Provide articles on the reunions in Hof for Hof Connection Weekly Updates and Hof Connection Newsletters.
c. Be the association's representative for all German Guest Members and Regular Association Members that
reside in Germany.
Propose that Article IX of the Constitution - Appointed Positions by the President, sub paragraph 4.
Delete sub paragraph 3 (Organization Representative - (German) and Publicity Chairman and change it to read:
3. Two (2) Sergeant at Arms - (Reunion Site)

Don Riverkamp , HRA President
ARRANGED TOURS
RENO - VIRGINIA CITY TOUR, Tuesday, Sep 4,
2007
Tour #1 departs the Eldorado Hotel at 7:45AM and
returns to hotel at 12:45PM. We will tour the
University of Nevada, downtown Reno, the Reno
Arch, Truckee River, Casinos, and one Park (photo
stop). Then onto South Reno residential areas,
divorcee ranches, estates in valley and along the
way, another photo stop. We will then climb up
Highway 341 to Virginia City, arriving around 10AM
with a stop along the way at a photographic lookout.
We will have approximately two (2) hours in
Virginia City to visit museums, one mansion, and
unique shops. We will drive by the museums and the
one mansion, however, if individuals want to actually
visit them, there will be time during the two hours in
Virginia City. There is a minimum charge of around
$3 per person which is not included in the tour price
to go inside the museums and/or mansion. Virginia
City is considered the Queen of the Comstock, the
Richest Place on Earth, Sister City to San Francisco,
the city that rebuilt San Francisco, financed the Civil
War, brought Nevada into the Union, and spawned a
whole new world of mining millionaires. For 20
years, roughly 1860-1880, Virginia City was perhaps
the most exciting city in the West. On "C" Street,
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the main street, you can see a downtown rebuilt
within months of the Great Fire of 1875 when
Virginia City was at its height. Saloons and gambling
halls are still there, many with their original store
fronts and interior fixtures. Other stores are now gift
shops and restaurants. If individuals want, a ride on
the V & T Railroad (not included in price of tour).
Tickets for the train ride which takes you on a
leisurely 35 minute round trip ride to the historic
station at Gold Hill and the conductor gives a
narration of the many historic sights you will view
from the train. Tickets are approximately $6 for the
round trip and can be purchased at the departure
location at Washington and "F" Streets. The buses
will depart Virginia City at "HIGH NOON" SHARP.
LAKE TAHOE - EMERALD BAY - CARSON
CITY TOUR, Wednesday, Sep 5, 2007
Tour #2 departs the Eldorado Hotel at 8AM and
returns to hotel at 5PM. We will proceed west on
I80 through historic Truckee, California, see Squaw
Valley, Donner Party Memorial (photo stop), and
arrive in Tahoe City at approximately 9:30AM.
There we will drive by Fanny Bridge, and the Gate
Keeper's Museum (photo stop). We will then
proceed on the West Shore of Tahoe and at Emerald
Bay Vista Point (photo stop). We will proceed on t o
Stateline, South Lake Tahoe where you will have
4 of 15

three (3) hours of free time for lunch (Dutch Treat),
shopping, gambling, or if you wish, take the Gondola
Scenic Ride (not included in tour price). The prices
of the Gondola ride range from $15 to $24
depending upon your age (Seniors are $22). We will
depart South Lake Tahoe at approximately 3PM
(you will be given exact time when we arrive in S.
Lake Tahoe), and then head to Carson City. In
Carson City, we will sightsee the Historic District,
and drive by the Governors Mansion. We will return
to Reno via Hwy 50 and 395 through the Washoe
Valley.
NOTE: Virginia City and Tahoe are at an elevation in excess of
6000 ft, with cool mornings and evenings, while midday i s
warm. We advise participants to dress accordingly, perhaps take
a sweater or a light jacket and carry bottled water with them
because the climate is dry.

OTHER LOCAL ATTRACTION - NATIONAL
AUTOMOBILE MUSEUM IN RENO
One attraction close to the Eldorado Hotel Casino is
only 0.5 miles from the hotel. The Harrah
Collection, featuring more than 220 antique, classic,
specialty and unfathomable one of a kind
automobiles act as a portal to the past. If you don't
want to walk to the museum from the hotel, you can
catch a "FREE" shuttle bus that runs on Virginia
Street, called the "Sierra Spirit". It will get you
within a block of the museum. The museum is over
100,000 square feet and also has a museum store
filled with unique merchandise. The museum is open
every day, Monday - Saturday, 9:30AM to 5:30PM,
and on Sunday, from 10AM to 5PM. The cost is $9
per adult, $7 for Seniors, and $1 off for military
personnel. The museum has two free 90 minute tours
each day; One at 10:30 AM, and the other at 1:30
PM. If you'd like to take a trip down memory lane
with one-of-a-kind automobiles while you're at the
reunion, visit the museum. A pamphlet will be
provided in your registration package in Reno, and
you may also visit the museum's website at
http://www.automuseum.org for more information.
HOSPITALITY SUITES:
A reminder to all members on how important you
can be making our reunion a successful one. In Reno,
we will have two hospitality suites side by side on the
12th floor of the Hotel. And, with that said, please
consider volunteering for a couple of hours on one
day of the reunion week. The duties and/or tasks are
not physically demanding, you become part of the
welcoming committee and the physical part involves
helping set up the snacks and drinks and dispersing
them - this gives you an excellent chance to meet
fellow members, some of whom you may not have
seen in 40 years, or so.
Our Executive Board Advisor, Jim Riggin, is the
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Hospitality Room’s Coordinator for the 2007 Reno
Reunion. To volunteer, contact Jim via email at
jmriggin@yahoo.com. Dick Obidinski, one of our
Past Presidents, and Phil Murray, our Newsletter
Editor will assist Jim.
The dress code is casual, BUT you must have your
nametag. In fact you are asked to make sure all
people in the Hospitality suite are wearing their
nametags – this is the official I.D. for all of our
“controlled” functions, you will find yours in your
member package when you sign in, and all members
will have to display their nametags for attendance in
the Hospitality Suite, at the luncheon buffet and the
banquet dinner too.
THE INFORMAL BUFFET LUNCH: The "theme"
for the luncheon buffet on Tuesday afternoon, will
be "The 50's and 60's". Casual dress, 50's-60's dress,
Hof Reunion Tee Shirts, or whatever one prefers to
wear that afternoon. The buffet consists of Garden
Salad, Veggie Relish Tray, Marinated Tomato &
Cucumber Salad, Fresh Fruit Salad, Swiss Steak in
Brew Brothers Beer Sauce, Breast of Chicken La
Strada, Bratwurst & Sauerkraut, Meat Ravioli with
Sauce Bolognese, Mushroom Ravioli with Porcini
Creme Sauce, Fresh Mashed Potatoes, Sauteed
Garden Vegetables, Oven Fresh Breads and Rolls, and
then desert choices of Homemade Apple Pie,
Chocolate Mousse Pie, Custard Pie w/Fruit, White
Chocolate Cheese Cake with Raspberry Sauce, and
Great American Chocolate Cake. Afterward there
will be Certificates of Appreciation awarded, Door
Prizes, Possible Live or Silent Auction of a few
Member Donated Gifts, Entertainment, and Cash Bar
for those wanting to indulge. There will be
complimentary coffee, regular and decaf, water, and
iced tea. We will have enough fun to keep us going
until around 6 PM, so, be ready to have a good meal,
a few drinks, lots of conversation, and loads of fun.
REUNION DOOR PRIZES: The Hof Reunion
Association is loaded with talented members and
spouses, and we are looking for any items that can be
presented as door prizes during our Tuesday
afternoon, September 4th, buffet luncheon and
program. To donate a prize, just bring the item(s)
with you to Reno. However, the door prize
committee, Jerry Middendorf and Tom Mikloiche,
would like a heads-up ahead of time via email, a
telephone call, or snail mail, in order that they may
add it to their list. The following is the information
on the committee members:
Jerry Middendorf
Tom Mikloiche
j.middendorf@comcast.net tmik@cox.net
410-879-9576
860-643-9004
405 Forehand Court
400 Woodland Street
Bel Air, MD 21015-2821
Manchester, CT 06042-2866
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SHARE IN THE MEMORIES OF THE 2006 HOF
REUNION AT THE RENO REUNION
For association members that attended the 2006 Hof
Reunion and that will be attending the 2007 Reno
Reunion, bring those slide shows or photos that you
have on CDs of the Hof Reunion to the Reno
Reunion. We will set up a computer in the
Hospitality Room for viewing by all that will be
attending the Reno Reunion. Also, if you have paper
copies of the photos in albums taken in Hof bring
those photos along with you to the Reno Reunion.
I'm sure that members that were unable to attend the
Hof Reunion will be glad to view the photos taken at
the Hof Reunion. See you in Reno!

Jerry Middendorf
There are many HRA members that know I have a
photo site on the internet which has albums of
pictures of all the reunions we attended, published for
all to see. This site does not allow me to put the
complete photo show, including music, on it. There
are also lots of members that do not have internet
access but who would probably like to see those
photo shows so I have decided to bring as many
different ones as I can fit on my memory sticks with
me to Reno where a computer will be available in the
Hospitality Suite. I will also have assorted music
available from the CD's to be given out as Door
Prizes and if you want to make a copy of any of the
Photo Shows or the music bring a blank CD and I'm
sure we can make one for you with whatever you
want.

Tom Mikloiche
MID-ATLANTIC MINI REUNION
Trying to escape the Mid Atlantic winter doldrums
this year, a few association members suggested a
Mid-Atlantic Mini-Reunion. It didn’t take long for
this initiative to gain momentum. After some
discussion, a committee consisting of Father John
Elledge Jerry Mangas and Jerry Middendorf was
created to develop the details and initiate contact
with members interested in attending this reunion.
Organization for this mini-reunion really brought
home that a lot of work goes into planning a reunion
of any kind. Attention to detail, organization and
good planning are key to making any reunion
successful and this is what makes our annual reunions
great.
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Jerry Mangas put together a spreadsheet inclusive
of members in the Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Virginia, New Jersey and Washington, DC
area. 178 names were on the spreadsheet. Contact
was initiated to determine who was interested in
attending the mini-reunion. During the preparation
process we had between twenty and twenty-five
people expressing interest and ended up with twenty
people attending the reunion.
A simple get together luncheon was held on Monday,
April 23, 2007 at the TOP OF THE BAY (former
Army Officers Club) at Aberdeen Proving Grounds,
Aberdeen, Maryland. Non-military retirees had t o
go through security and required a state or federal
photo identification to gain access to the post. Basic
buffet luncheon was $6.75 (really can’t beat that
price).

The Top of the Bay. If you’re interested, the
Website is
http://www.apgmwr.com/community/totb.html.
Nametags were embroidered by Hilde Middendorf.
We met old and new friends on an incredible spring
day. We had the opportunity to stand-in-lines again
with troops in uniform. Our young men and women
in uniform made us know we had aged since our time
in Hof. We were also able to see up close the new
issue of fatigues and boots in a suede finish, a
uniform they all like, the material “breathes” and
it’s comfortable, and you don’t have to spit-shine
the boots.
A side benefit of our mini-reunion was 4 people
became active members of the association.
We’ll do it again in a slightly different geographical
area to give others an easy chance to attend and
minimize travel time. Thanks to all.

Jerry Middendorf
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The twenty attendees at the Mid Atlantic Mini Reunion pictured above are: (L to R) - Chuck Garbers, Charles & Renate Mattice, Fr. John
Elledge, Mel & Ilse Hamil, Hilde Middendorf, Fred Oldenburg, Jerry Middendorf, Phil Ruth, Ray & Mary Szyperski, Joe Dernoga, Roger &
Mary Lou Polk, Helen Toni, Jerry Mangas, Pat Mangas, and Bill Toni. Rosalie Ruth is missing from photo.

2008 HOF REUNION - CHARLESTON, SC

The 2007 Hof Association Reunion, as they say in
"show business" is "in the can." Don Riverkamp has
put together a fabulous deal. We have a great price
on our rooms, we know what tours are available and
their cost, we can buy two for one tickets to El
Dorado shows. So what is next?
CHARLESTON! The members voted on Charleston
as the place to meet in 2008. Although it's many
months away, your Board of Directors are already
working on this reunion after Reno. Shortly we will
have a team on the ground negotiating with the
Charleston Convention & Visitors Bureau; with hotel
managers, tour companies, ticket agents, etc., in an
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effort to get the best "bang for our Bucks." What is
available to see in the Charleston area: First and
foremost there will be your friends, several hundred
strong. Each year the reunions get better because of
the camaraderie that has evolved over the years. Of
course, there's Charleston AFB, for all you buffs that
have traveled Space "A"; Fort Sumter where the
Civil War began and military tours. Charleston's rich
military heritage extends from the Revolutionary
War to present day and covers all areas of the
military in between. Patriots Point Naval &
Maritime Museum features one of the largest naval
& maritime museums with WWII aircraft carrier
Yorktown, the destroyer Laffey, submarine
Clagmore, and Coast Guard cutter Ingham. There are
historical district carriage tours, art galleries,
museums, parks, plantations and gardens to visit.
Add to that the South Carolina Aquarium and
restaurants galore and everyone should be able to
find something to their liking. A number of our
members that can't make it to Reno have promised
to see us all in Charleston. And we hope to see
everyone there also.
What about 2009 - where & why? As you all know
we don’t return to the same place year after year, we
move around to reach all sections of our great
country. Next year it is Central United States’ turn.
We have a number of our members gathering
information from their respective states. We’ve
received a very impressive packet of information
from Dan Haywood on the Shreveport/Bossier City
area. They have casinos there and that ought t o
offer reasonable hotel rates such as Biloxi and Reno
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charged us. Greg Krcma is gathering info on the
Wisconsin area, Wayne Jones is securing info on the
Albuquerque area; Jim Beard was looking at the
Branson, MO area but the problem of travel in and
around Branson may eliminate it from the choices.
John Weckerly and Don Riverkamp are again
looking at what's available in the Austin TX area.
Myself, I am looking at the San Antonio area but the
hotel managers continue to be very proud of their
rooms, along with city taxes (over $18.00 a day) and
parking fees eliminates San Antonio as a viable
choice. Once the information is digested the HRA
board will assemble a list of three or four choices and
then you members will vote on the area of your
choosing.
I am truly astounded by the momentum that our
organization generates. When I got to Hof in Aug
66, I had no idea how the next three years would
change me and my family's life. I used to carpool
from Bayreuth with my Investigative Interpreter,
Ollie Saiggie, and on many occasions in our work I
noticed that Ollie addressed people by their last
name, i.e., Herr Schultze, even though he had daily
contact with them; while others he called by their
first name, for example, Otto or Fritz. I ask him
about that and he explained that those that he
addressed by their first name were his "Du Freunds",
meaning that he trusts them with everything he
owned. Borrowing on that concept, I acquired many
"Do Friends" while stationed at Hof, friends that will
"do" anything in their power to help me and my
family without thought of pay-back and staying in
touch through the years. In closing, I implore each
of you to go to your "Du Freund" list and don't stop
until they "Do" sign up as members of our reunion
association and "Do" promise to go to Reno,
Charleston and future reunion sites - Marcey and I
will see you there.

condition with more than $40,155.68 as of May 31,
2007 in our Association bank account. However, we
are confronted with the expenses of the upcoming
reunion in Reno, NV and the publication of this
month’s edition of the Hof Connection Newsletter.
The Association books will be available in Reno for
inspection by any member with a desire to review
them.
Our Association is recognized as a nonprofit, tax
exempt, charitable organization under Internal
Revenue Code, Section 501 (c) (19). Under the IRS
nonprofit rules, each year we should make a
contribution to a charitable cause such as the
Enlisted Widows Foundation, Shalimar, FL. This
matter will be voted on by the membership in Reno,
Nevada.

Bobby “Stu” Sturdevant, Vice President
THE REPORT FROM THE TREA$URY
Our goal is to provide all members the best service
for their money. Each new member and the renewing
member receives an updated copy of the Master Hof
Roster. The association operates on a fiscal year
that runs from January 1, to December 31, of each
calendar year. This is a reminder that all paid
membership in the association expires on December
31, and the 90-day grace period ended on March 31
of each year. We urge you to utilize the membership
renewal form provided with the Newsletter to renew
your membership in late December thru early March.
The check is mailed to Hof Reunion Association,
6655 South River Road, Geneva, Ohio 44041.
The Association’s finances are in
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excellent
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AIR FORCE ENLISTED VILLAGE
The Air Force Enlisted Foundation provides
surviving spouses, requiring financial assistance, a
place to live amongst peers, sharing memories of the
Air Force life without the stigma normally associated
with subsidized housing. The Hof Reunion
Association has made a donation annually since
2003 and in January 2007 a personalized paver
inscribed with the Association name and website
address was placed in the Garden of Hope at the Air
Force Enlisted Village. The “Garden of Hope” is
located between the Dolores Hope All Faith Chapel
and the Bob Gates Welcome Center. You may visit
the foundation’s website at:
www.afenlistedwidows.org and read about the village
and the Garden of Hope.

Nate Sparks , Treasurer
THE MEMBER HUNT
Greetings. And a big Thank You, to Joe Dernoga,
Phil Ruth, and all the others that have joined in the
effort to narrow down our missing persons list. I
started looking for our missing people in 2001, and
our first HRA Master Roster at that time, had 452
names listed, only about 50 of those were still
missing at the time, and we had 28 on our Final
Flyby list. Currently, our roster is at 3093, and our
Final Flyby number has grown to 472. We have
added a group to our list since our first roster, that of
our beloved Ladies that have gone on before us, now
numbering 92. Our group as a whole has put a lot of
resources into finding as many of our people as
possible, and we’re not through yet! If you have any
pieces of information about any of our missing Hof
friends, please share it with us.
Never too early to start planning. Reno this year,
Charleston in ‘08, somewhere in the central U.S. in
‘09, then hopefully back to Hof in ‘10, hope you
can make all of them!!

C. A. Russell, Membership Chairman
THE HOF REUNION WEBSITE
This year we have had several of our members lose
pictures stored on photo hosting sites. The hosting
service would just terminate operation, usually
without warning. I know many of us are interested
in sharing our photo both current and vintage. In an
effort to preserve access to these pictures I have
been working with some association members to test
processes that would allow the association web site t o
host photo albums and slide shows created by our
members. Things have gone well and we should be
ready to start soon.
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The Guestbook and the Bulletin Board have been put
on a “spam” free diet for the last few months and all
looks well. When you get a chance check them out.
The chat room is up and running well with daily
activity. If you haven’t already done so stop in and
see what’s going on. Additional chat rooms can be
created for association members to handle more
specific subjects. To request a chat room, send an Email to hofreunion@comcast.net with your subject
details.
The Guestbook, Bulletin Board and Chat Room can
be accessed through most pages on the association
web site.

Barry Springsteen , Webmaster
JUST WHAT IS A HOF REUNION?
We’ve been described variously as an Operations
Group, or a Döbra Organization, or strictly guys
from the 60's, or perhaps just people that hung out
at the Blick or Jake's. Actually these descriptions are
all true. We are and have been all of those things and
more. If you happened to only see a particular three
of our updates, you might think we are just a Fow
Vay group.
But we are what you are. We are from the 40's and
50's and 60's and 70's and today and yesterday, and
tomorrow.
If there is an era or a group or a unit that you think
is under-reported or not mentioned or not
mentioned often enough before, please speak up.
A couple of areas that we are light on detail would be
the early and mid 50's and the times after the base
was returned to the Luftwaffe. We also don't know a
lot about life on the Kaserne during and immediately
after WW II. If you experienced those days, please
share it.
There are stories still to be told, and more stories t o
be retold. Some of our members have contributed
quite a bit. Some a little. It is all welcome! Material
comes from everywhere. Pics are valuable,
recollections also. And one of the beautiful things
about remembering is that the more you look back,
the more you remember.
Some of us can really turn a phrase. I think the most
memorable came from George Arnstein. a nonmember, part of the 76 Cav, (mechanized) a passerby in the story of Hof, with this melancholy phrase
as he described the dichotomy of the War's
approaching end in June of 1945 ... "Frauleins with
soft voices and beer like tiger sweat. Foxholes one
night and soft beds the next."
9 of 15

Some reunionizers - from left to right we have Tom Mikloiche, Jim McGovern, Ken Kielbania, Jerry Mangas, Gary Queen, Stu
Sturdevant, Wayne Jones, Dave Dickson, Paul Genung, Danny Sandifer and Bernie Peiper.

I personally don't have the power of the keyboard t o
write like that, but several of you do, and you are
always invited to contribute your thoughts and words
to the group. Those of you that do not wield a
keyboard with that kind of flair are also invited t o
contribute. It is YOUR words and thoughts and
remembrances that are the stuff that makes this
group function so well.
And we would also encourage you to attend a
Reunion or two. Unless you are a complete introvert
you will meet some amazing people. Men and
women that came out of the same Cold War period
of history that you did. They went on to other
things in other places and other times just like you
did. You may have known them then, you may not.
But it doesn't matter. All of us are Hofer's and we
welcome those spouses, friends and relatives that did
not share first hand in our experience.

Jerry Mangas , Secretary
Friday Prayers at the Pentagon
10:30 hours (local EST), Friday, 11 May 2007:
Third Corridor, Second Floor, The Pentagon:
It is 110 yards from the "E" ring to the "A" ring of
the Pentagon. This section of the Pentagon is newly
renovated; the floors shine, the hallway is broad, and
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the lighting is bright. At this instant the entire
length of the corridor is packed with officers, a few
sergeants and some civilians, all crammed tightly
three and four deep against the walls. There are
thousands here. This hallway, more than any other,
is the "Army" hallway. All Army. Moderate
conversations flow in a low buzz. Friends who may
not have seen each other for a few weeks, or a few
years, spot each other, cross the way and renew.
Everyone shifts to ensure an open path remains
down the center. The air conditioning system was
not designed for this press of bodies in this area. The
temperature is rising already. Nobody cares.
10:36 hours (local EST): The clapping starts at the
E-Ring. That is the outermost of the five rings of
the Pentagon and it is closest to the entrance to the
building. This clapping is low, sustained, hearty. It is
an applause with a deep emotion behind it as it
moves forward in a wave down the length of the
hallway. A steady rolling wave of sound it is, moving
at the pace of the soldier in the wheelchair who
marks the forward edge with his presence. He is the
first. He is missing the greater part of one leg, and
some of his wounds are still suppurating. By his age I
expect that he is a private, or perhaps a private first
class. Captains, majors, lieutenant colonels and
colonels meet his gaze and nod as they applaud,
soldier to soldier. Three years ago when I described
one of these events on the corridor, those lining the
hallways were somewhat different. The applause a
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little wilder, perhaps in private guilt for not having
shared in the burden yet. Now almost everyone
lining the hallway is, like the man in the wheelchair,
also a combat veteran. This steadies the applause,
but I think deepens the sentiment. We have all been
there now. The soldier’s chair is pushed by, I believe,
a full colonel. Behind him, and stretching the length
from E to A, come more of his peers, each private,
corporal or sergeant assisted as need be by a field
grade officer.
10:50 hours (local EST): Twenty-four minutes of
steady applause. My hands hurt, and I laugh t o
myself at how stupid that sounds in my own head.
"My hands hurt." Christ! Shut up and clap! For
twenty-four minutes, soldier after soldier has come
down this hallway 20, 25, 30. Fifty-three legs come
with them, and perhaps only 52 hands or arms, but
down this hall came 30 solid hearts. They pass down
this corridor of officers and applause, and then meet
for a private lunch, at which they are the guests of
honor, hosted by the generals. Some are wheeled
along. Some insist upon getting out of their chairs,
to march as best they can with their chin held up,
down this hallway, through this most unique
audience. Some are catching handshakes and smiling
like a politician at a Fourth of July parade. More
than a couple of them seem amazed and are smiling
shyly.
There are families with them as well: the 18-year-old
war-bride pushing her 19-year-old husband’s
wheelchair and not quite understanding why her
husband is so affected by this, the boy she grew up
with, now a man, who had never shed a tear is
crying; the older immigrant Latino parents who
have, perhaps more than their wounded mid-20's
son, an appreciation for the emotion given on their
sons behalf. No man in that hallway, walking or
clapping, is ashamed by the silent tears on more than
a few cheeks. An Airborne Ranger wipes his eyes
only to better see. A couple of the officers in this
crowd have themselves been a part of this parade in
the past. These are our men, broken in body they
may be, but they are our brothers, and we welcome
them home.

"Love and Kindness A Gesture of Peace"
What is going on in America? Is the act of madness
becoming a normal way of life? Have we turned t o
violence to solve our problems? With thinking like,"
don't get mad, get even." We tend to allow our
emotions to get the best of us. And many times we
allow anger to dictate our actions.
We need to learn and practice love and kindness. We
need to demonstrate grace, mercy, and forgiveness
to those who wronged us. Life is too short and too
precious to be angry.
Families, schools, communities with the help of the
media need to teach our children to love and to have
respect for one another.
The more we love the less conflict and violence we'll
have.
In the United Methodist Hymnal, I share the words
from hymn,

Let There Be Peace On Earth
Let there be peace on earth
and let it begin with me
Let there be peace on earth
the peace that was meant to be
With God our creator
children all are we
let us walk with each other in perfect harmony
Let peace begin with me
let this be the moment now
With every step I take
let this be my solemn vow
to take each moment and
live each moment in peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
and let it begin with me.

Francis Fukumoto , Chaplain

This parade has gone on, every single Friday, all year
long, for more than four years.
Cheers on Corridor Three by LTC Bob Bateman

LIST OF RENO REGISTRATIONS as of 1 July, 2007
Johnnie & Wilma Adams, Peggy Adams, Bob & Sandy Alekson, Chuck Babcock, Carole & Debra Barron, Jim & Gert
Berry, Ruthie Blumenstein & guest Don Costello, Andy & Martha Brads, Robert & Christa Brock, J.C. Campbell &
Mary Roth, Larry & Sherry Cann, Barbara Chapman, Ed Chase, Gary & Sandy Cherpes, Dallas & Sue Churchill,
Mark & Peggy Clemons, Bill & Marcia Combs, George & Irmgard Coursey, Carl & Barbara Davino, Jim & Elisabeth
Derby, Dave & Karen Dickson, Alois & Rosie Dietz, Tony & Joan Donofrio, George & Christa Fahrbach, Joe &
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Brigitte Fitzgerald and guest Carol Nicholson, Al & Mary Freddie, Rich & Maria Fry, Francis & Joann Fukumoto,
Roger & Elfrieda Gentilini, Paul Genung, Ralph & Joan Glover, Rueben Green, Bill & Karin Hall, Mel & Ilse Hamill,
Carmen Hardman, Norm & Norma Heggie, Barry & Carmen Hibbard, Norman & Ursula Hines, Robert & Hanna
Hoerath, Dan & Son, Rick Holden, Ken Holley, Jim & Pat Holloway, Paul Holmgren, Bennie & Sophye Hopper,
Joe & Renate Hunt, Ned & Barbara Imboden, Jesse & Esther Orozco-Jones, Betty Jung, Ken & Briana Juergens, Joe
& Dolores Kessler, Ken & Gay Kielbania, Karin Kingsley, Greg & Sandy Krcma, Dick Kreutzer, Bob & Ruth Livesey,
Jerry & Pat Mangas, Erminio & Corrine Martinez, Robert & Pauline McAuliffe, Jim McGovern, John & Pat
McKenzie, Jerry & Hilde Middendorf & Aunts Lisbeth Seigfried & Kaethe Urban, Tom & Inga Mikloiche, Barbara
Mollahan & Son, Patrick Mollahan, Ernie Morin, John & Anni Motherway, Walter & Shirley Murch, Steve &
Donna Murphrey, Phil & Jo Murray, David & Karin Natalie, Claude & Susanne Niebuhr, Marvin Norris, Wade &
Phyllis Nottingham, Dick & Evi Obidinski & Niece Heidi Pouch, Fred Oldenburg, John & Aggie Pace, Pete & Margit
Payne, Lance & Kay Peterson, Phyllis Mckeag Phipps, Bernie Pieper, Heide Prince, Rosie & Gary Queen, Dean
Reed, Jack & Pat Rief, Jim & Traudl Riggin and brother, Erich Duenne, Don Riverkamp, Jerry & Gudrun Robinson,
Lou & Fern Rocha, Leo & Ilse Root, E.T. & Vera Row, Richard Rubio, Phil & Rosalie Ruth, Danny & Brigitte
Sandifer, Dan & Carol Scanny, Pat Schiermeister, John & Carol Scholl, Brent & Linda Scott, Bob & Lilo Sherwood,
Walt & Ginny Shifflett, Charles Shockley, Noel & Pepita Sinchak, John & Eva Maria Slutz, Bob & Christa Sikes,
Jack Sinagra & Jean Jackson, James & Norene Smith, Grant & Dona Sorensen, Nate & Ute Sparks, Claude & Myrtle
Spicer & guests, Ted & Brenda Jones, Barry & Sue Springsteen, Jerry & Cha-Hee Stanfield, Jay Steger, Karin Stein,
Bill & Helen Toni, Stu & Marcey Sturdevant, Dean & Shirley Thompson, Ray & Jo Thompson, Walt & Margot
Tribble, Robert & Maggie Trojanowski, Joey Trujillo, Bill & Edie Ward, Tresslar & Marianne Way, Art & Karin
Weatherwalks, Walt Whisner, John Wible, John & Lottie Williams, Linda Williams, Chuck & Monika Wilson,
Marty & Judy Wright, Rip & Jeannie Yarnall.

United States Air Force's 60th Anniversary:
The United States Air Force commemoration
actually began on October 14th, 2006, with the
dedication of the new Air Force Memorial. Then a
major celebration of their 60th Anniversary at the
Rose Bowl Parade on New Year's Day 2007 in
Pasadena, CA. Since then there have been a variety
of activities from home town parades and base
picnics to Air Force appearances at major national
events. Events recognizing various Air Force art
works at the Pentagon, the Air Force Academy Band
and Cadet Chorale took part in the Macy’s Day
parade in New York City. Airmen will also visit
various High Schools to talk with students about
their Air Force experiences. These activities will
continue until October 16, 2007.
On September 16, 1947, the USAF was established as
a separate and equal element of the United States
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Armed Forces. The fledging Air Force quickly
established it's own identity. Army Air Fields were
renamed Air Force Bases, and personnel were soon
being issued a new uniform. The "Brown Shoe Days",
were over. Organization remained pretty much the
same, as the Strategic Air Command, Tactical Air
Command, and Air Defense Command, were still it's
combat arms. The group organization, carried over
from World War II, remained in place.
For complete list of events, visit http://www.af.mil
and select the 60th Anniversary Link.
Thanks to Chuck Wilson for contributing this
article about the new Airman’s Creed.
"Our new Airman's Creed is the only one that has
been officially recognized as our Air Force Creed,"
said CMSAF Rodney J. McKinley. "We now have
one creed for all Airmen that recognizes our past,
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present, future, and our warrior ethos."
"As the youngest of America's five services, our
battle traditions are just a hundred years old,"
explained General Moseley. "Nevertheless, we are
heirs to a proud heritage. The Airman Warrior
tradition was built by heroic visionaries and
practitioners -- such as Mitchell, Arnold, Chennault,
Doolittle, LeMay, and Schriever -- who charged us t o
believe in and advocate the value of air power for
the nation. "They left us an institutional belief in
leading by example, from the front, and assuming
the full measure of risk and responsibility. They left
us a heritage of valor, honor, service and sacrifice.
This legacy - the contrails they left behind - defines
who we are, shapes what we do, and sets the vector
for our future. We stand on the shoulders of giants."
General Moseley believes the new Airmen's Creed
"memorable and hard-hitting lines articulate" the Air
Force's fundamental beliefs and captures "the essence
of our war fighting ethos."

The Airman's Creed
I am an American Airman.
I am a warrior.
I have answered my nation’s call.
I am an American Airman.
My mission is to fly, fight, and win.
I am faithful to a proud heritage,
A tradition of honor,
And a legacy of valor.
I am an American Airman,
Guardian of freedom and justice,
My nation’s sword and shield,
Its sentry and avenger.
I defend my country with my life.
I am an American Airman:
Wingman, leader, warrior.
I will never leave an Airman behind,
I will never falter,
And I will not fail.

MEMBER’S ACTIVITY
The Hof Reunion Association would like t o
congratulate Monika Nickerson, wife of past
president, Tom Nickerson for winning a Regional
Steel Tip Dart Tournament, thus qualifying for the
National Tournament to be held in Stamford, CT, in
August, 2007. Congratulations Monika and the best
of luck at the Nationals. Monika will also be in a
tournament in Casper, WY at the same time as our
Reno Reunion, and will not be able to attend,
however, they wish all attendees at the reunion to
thoroughly enjoy themselves, and wanted to say
"Hello".
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ASSISTANCE NEEDED FROM ALL MEMBERS
OF HOF REUNION ASSOCIATION
The Hof Reunion Association needs the assistance of
all members to ensure that we keep our records and
HRA Master Roster up to date. PLEASE, anytime
that you change mailing addresses, phone numbers,
and/or EMAIL addresses, the association adjutant
and secretary need to know. Please email any
changes in status to the following email addresses
anytime you have a change. Thanking you in
advance.
Joe Kessler,
HRA Adjutant,
hofreunion@adelphia.net

Jerry Mangas
HRA Secretary
hofreunion@dejazzd.net

APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE
I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude
to all members of the Hof Reunion executive board,
staff, members, and spouses for their efforts and
contributions on continuing to improve our
association and the yearly reunions. It is just not the
board and staff that make our group such an
outstanding organization, but all members. A special
thanks for the personnel involved; those whom first
thought of establishing the Hof Reunion Association,
our board members whom the membership elect each
year, the personnel whom put the bi-annual
newsletter together, print it, and distribute it, the in
putters of articles for the newsletter and weekly
updates, the adjutant, secretary, and the treasurer
whom keep our records and members informed on
the happenings of the association, our membership
chairman who continues to locate missing members,
our website webmaster who continues to improve our
website and created the chat room for instant
corresponding, our chaplain and sergeants at arms
who give their time at the reunions, our members
whom help entertain us at the reunions, our members
whom continue to submit suggestions for the
association, the members whom take and share the
wonderful photos of years past, present and
reunions, and last, but not least, our volunteer
members who donate their time to assist the
association at our yearly reunion. A MILLION
THANKS TO ONE AND ALL!!

Donald W. Riverkamp , HRA President
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Ed.
TRAVEL HINT

Travel by car in unfamiliar territory can
occasionally be frustrating and I’ve found that when
you become lost don’t hesitate to ask directions
from competent local residents.
My last trip to Reno was an example when I got lost
in Carson City. I found the people of Carson City t o
be very helpful, even here at the Capitol Building.

Hof Reunion Association Officers and Staff:
Executive Board:

Staff:

President
Donald (Don) Riverkamp
1st V.P.
Bobby (Stu) Sturdevant
2nd V.P.
Charles (Chuck) Wilson
Adjutant
Joseph (Joe) Kessler
Secretary
Carroll (Jerry) Mangas
Treasurer
D. Nathan (Nate) Sparks
Membership Chairman C.A. Russell
Web Master
Barry Springsteen
HRA Advisor
James (Jim) Riggin

Chaplain
Newsletter Editor
Publisher
Sergeant at Arms
Sergeant at Arms

Jul 2007

Francis Fukumoto
Phil Murray
David Sallinger
Bob Alekson
Tony Donofrio

German Affairs Representative:
Robert Hoerath
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Hof Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
hofreunion@adelphia.net
Tel: 440-466-5867
Website: www.hofreunion.com
Volunteers accomplish all Association work. No wage is paid to any member.
The Hof Reunion Association operates on a fiscal year that runs from 1 January to 31 December.
The Hof Connection Newsletter is mailed to members in good standing 2 times each year: January and July.
The Master Hof Roster, Constitution, History and 2 Lapel Pins are mailed immediately upon receipt of initial
membership in the Association. A copy of the Master Hof Roster is also provided upon renewal of membership.
There is a provision in the Association Constitution and By-laws that allow the Executive Board to grant a free
membership in situations where the $15 membership fee, used to support the Association, will create a financial
hardship.
Widows are entitled to all privileges except the right to pay dues and the right to hold office. Widows are
requested to complete and return the membership form annually to assure receipt of a new Master Hof Roster.
We request that German ladies from Oberfranken provide their maiden name to assist former schoolmates in their
quest to locate former friends.
Please fill out the information needed below and send the complete page.

Membership
Last Name:_________________________ First: __________________ Spouse Name: ___________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________ Maiden Name: __________________
(You may use the email address of a relative or friend to receive the weekly update).

Street Address: _____________________________________________ Tel. _________________________
City: _________________________________________ ST: ______

Zip: _____________-_______

Years at Hof: __________ to __________ Organization: _______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
New member ______ Renewal ________
Request I be provided the following type of Master Hof Roster: ____ E-Copy ____ CD ____ Hardcopy
______ Enclosed is a check for $15.00 made out to Hof Reunion Association. I understand the $15 Annual Dues
is to be used for printing the Hof Connection Newsletter that is mailed each January and July and the Master Hof
Roster that is mailed to members upon payment of annual dues. The $15 will also cover postage, printing,
envelopes, address labels, telephone expenses associated with reunion business, search for missing colleagues, Web
Site, and other Association operating cost.
______ I am a widow and entitled to Free Membership in the Association.
______ I request I be granted Free Membership in the Association.
______ I am not interested in the “Master Hof Roster” or “Hof Connection Newsletter”. Please remove my
name from the Email and US Postal listing.
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