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Aww … the smell of Bratwurst is fading … But the memories
will last forever. What a great time!
The first item on the agenda: A special thanks to the
two people that made it happen, Robert and Hanna
Hörath. (OK, they didn’t do it all, they only did
98.3% of it). Robert made the list but Hanna
checked it twice to make sure it was right. They not
only arranged the Hotel accommodations, but
everything that was planned: the tours, the
transportation, guides, arrangements for restaurants
at the destinations, arrangements for receptions and
speakers or guides at the Reichstag, the Rathaus in
Hof and Kulmbach, and the museum in Mödlareuth.
They also located very nice restaurants to handle
“overflow” for our group buffets, and the banquet at
the Bügergesellschaft, plus the entertainment. And
not to mention all the little details that crop up
along the way. There wasn’t any perceivable hitch
anywhere. It was a very enjoyable experience for all
that attended and we thank them so much for their
hard work and sacrifice.

staff put up with us all just as if they really didn’t
mind it.
The only negative I heard from anyone, was paying
2,50€ for a glass of water, OK, so it had bubbles, but
you coulda gotten a good Bier for less (no sympathy
from me – Ed).

THE REUNION - Jim Riggin
President, 2005-2006
This year’s Reunion in Hof was another rip-roaring
success. Some of the people arrived at the Quality
Hotel in Hof a day or two prior to the start of the
reunion; others toured Europe prior to the reunion,
while others toured after the reunion.
I think I can speak for everyone that attended the
Reunion when I say we all had a blast. From our
meeting with the Mayor, who is always a gracious
host for the Americans that used to live and play in
Hof, to the signs of Fernweh Park with Herr Beer,
we began our visit to Hof. Then we toured our old
work places and ate at the dining hall on the
Kaserne, a drive by the old 6915th site and then a
tour of Döbraberg. The following day our group was
split with some going on a tour to Berlin and some
to Dresden; everyone seemed to enjoy these tours
immensely. Our group dinners were great. At the one
with mostly all the old Radar people, the dinner was
great and the three-minute stories, some longer, told
by each person topped off a wonderful evening. The
tour to Kulmbach was another great day, even
though we all had problems finding the buses at the
end of the Kulmbach tour, nobody was left behind.
We returned to Hof, some of the hearty ones,
changed clothes right quick and got on another bus
to visit the Baron at his new Gasthaus near Hof. We
were all very tired and called it an early evening.
Robert Hoerath and his lovely wife, Hanna, did a
fantastic job in setting up all of our tours and
keeping up with 200 plus people for a week.

Our heroes – Robert and Hanna Hörath
And in recognition for their outstanding job, the
executive board approved that they be awarded free
registration, room accommodations for 5 nights, and
2 free tours for the 2007 Reno Reunion. This is well
deserved for the enjoyment they provided our
members during the 2006 Hof Reunion.
We also want to thank Frau Kara and the staff of
Quality Hotel who are also deserving of a
“Hertzliche Danke Schön” for the service and
hospitality they provided for the whole week. The
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We finished the week out with a fantastic evening at
the Banquet. Traudl Riggin got us off to a great start
by singing the American Anthem and then amazed
1

1 of 16

some of our German guests with a beautiful rendition
of the German Anthem. I think I even saw a few
tears in the crowd. After a wonderful German
Dinner, Tanja Riggin entertained us with a few
Country and Western songs. We had some great
German dancers perform for us and even got some of
the crowd to participate in the Hat Dance. The oneman band then provided us with some dance music
for the rest of the evening. There were some
unlucky folks that drove to the Banquet, parked in
the parking garage and failed to notice the sign that
had the closing time posted, Robert Hörath was one
of them. They all got to spend a couple extra hours
waiting for the Police to come and rescue them from
the parking garage.

assistant. Wowsers! They had a tough time getting us
to leave.
But duty called - it’s hard to walk away from free
Bier but it was a short stroll to Fernweh Park t o
present more signs to Klaus Beer (pronounced Bear).
It was reported in the Hofer Anzeiger that there
were over 50 signs presented to Herr Beer – not bad.
That has become a pretty interesting attraction in
Hof. Not huge, but done quite well and there are signs
from all over the world. It’s located in a niche
adjacent to St. Michaelsbrücke on the Saale, where
there is sort of a “river walk” leading up to the
Theresienstein. It’s a neat place for a stroll. The
next time you’re in town (providing the weather is
accommodating), give it a try, you’ll enjoy it.

On a personal note, an old buddy from the Hof days,
flew in from Afghanistan, his wife flew in from
Oklahoma, for the reunion. This was the first time I
had seen Jack Denham, since July of 1961, 45 years
is a long time. We had all aged a bit but the
friendship was still there. I would like to encourage
everyone to attend the Reunion in Reno, especially
those that have never attended a reunion. It is great
to renew old friendships and make new ones.

Chocolates - A Gesture of Goodwill
Francis H. Fukumoto
Chaplain
In all our travels; locally, at home, or abroad, my
wife, JoAnn, and I carry boxes of chocolate covered
macadamia nuts as a gesture of goodwill. There is
something magical about chocolates; they offer a
first impression of friendship with affection and
goodwill.

Again the Hof Reunion was a Rip-Roaring Success. I t
is always great to visit Hof, our old Home away from
Home. - Jim

Like ambassadors from Hawaii, we travel with
Hawaiian chocolate covered macadamia nuts
everywhere, from the U.S. continent, into the Far
East, down to Africa and Europe. And many times
sharing the chocolates with the children of these
countries. We have members from our church
serving in the military in Iraq and our church has
sent chocolates as a gesture of goodwill.

Here’s how the week went:
With all the registration, business and stuff behind us,
we started Monday morning with a reception at the
Hof Rathaus, where the Oberbürgermeister, Dr
Harald Fichtner, welcomed us. He provided a very
gracious welcome and was somewhat apologetic
because he didn’t remember us all that well as he was
just a young lad at the time (could we be getting
old?). However, he did remember getting a few candy
bars here and there from the GI’s. This time Chuck
Wilson and Robert Hörath presented him with a very
stylish Hof Reunion Association sweatshirt.
Following that, our Chaplain, Francis Fukumoto, also
made a presentation. Francis remembers being one of
those GI’s that would frequently pass out candy bars
to the kids. “It’s a tradition,” he said, and keeping
with that tradition, Francis presented Dr. Fichtner
with some more chocolate, chocolate covered
macadamia nuts he grew himself in his garden in
Hawaii (he actually didn’t grow them, they were
purchased. Ed). It was just like in the old days.

Chocolates a gesture of goodwill? Why chocolates?
Where did we get this idea? My personal experience
goes far back as a young child growing up during
World War II and the Korean conflict. It was my dad
that took us to movies on weekends. I remember
vividly a newsreel scene of a soldier taking a break in
a village, with a lighted cigarette between his lips and
an M1 on his shoulder, spending time with children
passing out chocolate candies.
Then, as a young adult, I found myself in a military
uniform stationed in Hof, offering chocolates t o
children as a gesture of goodwill. Perhaps the young
Bürgermeister of Hof was one of them. For as we
gathered at the Rathaus, the he told us in his
welcoming address, as a young child he too had
received chocolate candies from American GI's.

The presentations were followed by an exit
reception where the city provided a wide variety of
beverages; soft drinks, wines in red and white, Bier
and even water (with or without bubbles) at no
charge, then the show stopper, ein paar Wienerla
from a Hofer “Wärschtlamo” and his attractive
Jan 2007

Today, as a retired person striving for peace, I
continue to offer chocolates to children as a gesture
of goodwill. So you can imagine when we offered
those macadamia chocolates to the Bürgermeister
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("Deja Vu"), what memories of hope, peace and
goodwill came to him.

many more moments like these are in store for us in
all the days ahead. May we all be peacemakers to one
another and to the entire world. - Francis

It is moments like these that are so precious, which
give us the hope for an everlasting peace. And I trust

The Rathaus Reception - Picture and Article from the Hofer Anzeiger

The sign presentation ceremony to Klaus Beer

The remainder of the day was spent strolling through
downtown, shopping, looking through the Teddybär
Museum, stopping for a Kaffee und Torte, an Eis, or
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a Bier, or maybe even another Bratwurst. Life was
good.
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Tuesday – the Berlin and Dresden Tours
Tuesday was filled with the two major tours – one t o
Berlin and the other to Dresden. The Berlin tour
included entry into the Reichstag, which was special.
And the Dresden tour provided insights into that
beautiful town; it’s culture and heritage. Both cities
have come a long way since reunification, but they

are still rebuilding from years of neglect. They
cannot be seen in one day, but the pictures taken
that day would fill up the next ten newsletters - they
will eventually end up on the Hof Reunion website.
This quick overview will make many people return
for a closer view at a later point in time.

Wednesday – the local tours
Döbraberg was our first stop. It’s the highest point
(795m/2608 ft) in Frankenwald and probably
explains why it was chosen for the radar site. We
received a short description of the mission from L t
Ruppert then we were allowed access to the
equipment side of the site but not allowed into the
operations area due to security reasons.

We returned to the busses for a drive-by of what was
the 6915th’s operations site and the new Luftwaffe
operations building. The major excitement there was
trying to fit the buses through the very tight roads
and spaces that were available. Our hats-off to the
drivers for the skill they displayed by not getting us
stuck in a ditch(s).

This is the group that attended the briefing in the Chapel at the Kaserne.
Point briefing by Kapitan Dieterman, on the mission
that is still being carried on there. It was difficult for
him to talk about classified operations without using
any classified information to a bunch that knew what
was done in the old days and could put the 2 + 2
together.

The next stop was at, what is now, the General
Hüttner Kaserne, where we were received in the
Chapel with a display of photos from the old days
and a welcoming speech by the Kommandant, Oberst
Norbert Reineke. This was followed up with a Power
Jan 2007
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After the briefing in the Chapel, we were allowed t o
wander about for a while and then enjoy a nice
Schnitzel lunch in the chow hall. Would you believe
the Chow hall is quite a bit nicer now than it was in
the old days of Fearless Fred?

and there’s a McDonalds and several other businesses
at the bottom of the hill that I don’t remember
being there either.
After our lunch, we clamored back aboard the buses
and headed for Mödlareuth, a small town just outside
of Hof, that was divided by the old wall. They have
created a “Wall” museum that graphically explains
many of the problems of a very small town literally
divided by the wall and a good overview of what the
wall did to their lives and the lives of others.

Evening: Group Dinners.
In the evening we had our group dinners. Due to the
size of the group, we were divided into 3 separate
parties, one party stayed at the Quality Hotel, and
the other two went off to a couple of nice
restaurants in the area, the Falter Hotel, Restaurant
and Brauerei, and the Metzgerei Herpich. Good
choice, good food, good service, good time.

The Luftwaffe presented this photo to us. It makes
the site look like a winter wonderland – not the way
I remember it. Actually, it does look a lot nicer now

Thursday – the Kulmbach, Area
The trip to Kulmbach started at the Rathaus with a
welcome from the Bürgermeister, Henry Schramm
and complimentary beverages including Kulmbacher
Bier. Then up to the Plassenburg for a castle tour
including the Tin Soldier Museum. Returning to town
for a short shopping break and lunch at the
Kulmbacher Sports Café (good food and Bier). Then
off to Vierzehnheiligen, the Church of the Fourteen
Saints. This church is a “must see” landmark, it’s
gorgeous.
To end the day, the Baron von Waldenfels invited us
to a party at his new Gasthaus near Hof. as his
guests. A bus was arranged, so nobody got lost, and it
was a very pleasant evening event. We want t o
thank the Baron for his generous hospitality; it was
enjoyed by all.
Mangas, Phil Murray, Dick Obidinski, Jim Riggin,
Don Riverkamp, C.A. Russell, Nate Sparks, Barry
Springsteen, Stu Sturdevant, and Chuck Wilson.

Friday – the banquet at the Bürgergesellschaft
The program started with Traudl Riggin singing the
national anthems of the U.S.A. and Deutschland,
which were very well received by all. Our Chaplain,
Francis Fukumoto, assisted by Jerry Mangas and Dick
Obidinski, provided a memorial service honoring
those that we’ve lost in this last year.

The certificate read: "In recognition of your
individual contributions to the growth, success and
longevity of the Hof Reunion Association. It is only
through the efforts of people like yourself that our
organization continues to thrive. We, the
membership, wish to express our appreciation for
your dedicated leadership in the Hof Reunion

Certificates of Appreciation were awarded to: T o m
Bryson, Francis Fukumoto, Robert Hörath, Jerry
Jan 2007
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Association. Congratulations and thank you for
your personal commitment."

LOOKING AHEAD TO RENO IN 2007
By Don Riverkamp, President:

After a very nice dinner, the entertainment started
with Tanja Riggin singing some Country and
Western songs, followed by the Volkstanzgruppe
Lichtenberg, headed by Werner Köhler. They invited
a few of the Ami’s to join in, giving them
instructions but somehow it wasn’t quite the same.
Funnier than all get out, but they didn’t have the
same panache. The picture below might be a clue as
to their dancing abilities.

The Board of Directors is hoping that all our current
members assist in making this reunion a very
successful one. We would like every member’s
assistance in contacting past members who have let
their membership expire, and assist us in having
them consider bringing their dues up to date and join
us in Reno.
Our annual reunions have brought many friends,
acquaintances, and fellow Hofers back in contact
since the years of sharing experiences while
stationed at Hof Air Station. Our past reunions have
been very successful, and our members have had
loads of fun and laughter talking about the good ole
Hof days, and what’s going on in their lives today. I
personally, look forward to our yearly reunions, and
all the good folks that make our association
successful.
RENO – They call it “The biggest little city in the
world.” It’s a somewhat down home version of the
glitz and glamour of Las Vegas. It is at the foot of
the snowcapped Sierra Nevada, with the Truckee
River winding through the center. A short distance
from Reno is Sparks, Nevada, home of the annual
BBQ Rib Cook off, and Farmer’s Market. In 2007,
the last three days are Saturday, 1 September,
through Monday, 3 September. So if you love fun
and ribs, you will have a chance to visit the cook off.
Right on 4th Street at the Nugget, you will find the
world’s biggest hamburger and loads of fries for less
than $5. Besides the microbrewery in the Eldorado,
on Center Street near 1st Street (walking distance),
you can find the Silver Peak Brewery. One of the
tours that the association is planning will be t o
Virginia City, which is the site of the original silver
mines that built the wealth of that area. It still has
old wooden sidewalks, narrow side streets, and gift
shops galore. On the drive to Virginia City, the drive
up Geiger Grade will provide stunning views of the
mountains and valleys. A reminder to everyone that
Reno is a desert area, and very dry. The days will be
warm and the nights cool, so bring light jackets or
sweaters if you are planning on going outside in the
evening.

The rest of the evening was dance music provided by
the one-man orchestra, Bernd Bahn.
Yep, you had to be there, in fact, you should have
been there, it was a great event that left everyone
with a feeling of enjoyment that put a good cap on a
great week.

AGENCY SUPPORT
We also want to thank several businesses that were
there for us.
The bus travel company of Alexander Viol was
always there on time with good equipment and we
were definitely in good hands with the friendly and
capable drivers.
The Falter Hotel, and the Metzgerei Herpich
provided a relaxing setting for our group dinners on
Wednesday. The food and service were top-notch.
We’d also like to mention the support we got from
rental car agencies. Our friends at Auto Europe, a
broker in Portland, Maine, that arranged pick-ups at
a variety of locations in Europe. Thrifty Rental
Car in Frankfurt provided a nice discount package
for the Hof Reunion members. And to the local
Hofer Europ Car agency, with Irene Schaller, Henry
Turowski, and Marleen Becher, that provided top
quality vehicles for our members, at a very nice price
and with their very friendly Hofer service.

Plan ahead, and be sure to make the 2007 Hof
Reunion Association’s Reunion in Reno. You won’t
be sorry! Although we’re not responsible for your
gambling losses, we will help you spend your
winnings.

Thank you all, we appreciate it, we will see you again.
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A CALL FOR DOOR PRIZES

THE REUNION, 2 through 7 September

To make this reunion one of the most memorable,
the HRA President has enlisted the aid of Tom
Mikloiche and Jerry Middendorf as co-chairmen
of a Door Prize Committee. The HRA is loaded
with talented members, and door prizes will add a
little extra touch to make the 2007 Reno reunion
one of the most memorable to date. We’re looking
for any items, such as craft items, art work, books,
gizmos, etc., that can be presented as a door prize or
possibly even for a silent auction. At the Biloxi
reunion items in the public and silent auction
included a hand made quilt, ceramic Hummel
figurines, German beer trucks (miniatures), a book
about Hof, a 6-pack of Kulmbacher EKU Bier, black
western hat, 1950-60's bier steins and similar items.

The Eldorado H o t e l / C a s i n o , will host the
Association’s 2007 annual reunion. The hotel is
located at 345 N. Virginia St. (4rth & Virginia St.),
Reno, NV 89501. It’s downtown and without having
to go outside, you have direct access to Circus Circus,
and the Silver Legacy. Approximately 100 yards
diagonally across from the Eldorado is Harrah’s
Casino. Within walking distance are an Auto
Museum, all the gambling you’ll need, fine
restaurants, entertainment, and a host of other
attractions that will leave you with a great choice of
activities.
RESERVATIONS can be made starting immediately
and ending Friday, August 3rd, 2007 by contacting
the Eldorado Hotel Group Reservations Department
at 1-800-648-5966. It is very important when
calling and making your reservations that you
reference the association’s group block Hof Reunion,
as well as, our special group code HOF2007 to ensure
the proper rates and accommodations are assigned.
The Eldorado has agreed to block 200 rooms at the
rate of $49.99 plus tax for Deluxe Accommodations
(Sunday-Thursday), and Deluxe Rooms for Friday
and Saturday for $119.99. Player Spa Suites are
$129.99 per night. The hotel does not accept
Saturday prior arrivals at these prices. The
accommodations are based on single and double
occupancy. A $10 nightly charge, per person, will
apply should more than two persons occupy a room.
Early arrival and late departures, other than listed
above, will be confirmed on a space and rate
availability basis. Reservations received after
Midnight, August 3rd, 2007 will only be accepted on
a space and rate availability basis.

Let your imagination be the only limit as to what
you bring. To donate, merely bring the item(s) with
you to Reno, however, please give Tom Mikloiche,
and/or Jerry Middendorf, a heads-up, via email, a
telephone call or snail mail, ahead of time, letting
them know what you have planned.
Jerry Middendorf
j.middendorf@comcast.net
405 Forehand Court
(410) 879-9576
Bel Air, MD 21015-2821
Thomas L Mikloiche
tmik@cox.net
400 Woodland St
(860) 643-9004
Manchester, CT 06042-2866

THE HOSPITALITY SUITE
By Chuck Wilson, 2n d V.P.
The heart of every Reunion is the Hospitality Suite.
It’s the place to casually roam around and introduce
yourself (and your spouse) to other members of the
Hof family: make new friends, greet old friends, look
at photo albums and tell war stories. The Hospitality
Suite is the place to find reasonably priced soft
drinks, cold & non-alcohol beer, and bottled water.
Free coffee is always available. There will be cookies
or rolls available at cost.

REGISTRATION Fees for the 2007 Reunion will be
$75.00 per person. Registration fees will cover the
cost of the Tuesday Luncheon Buffet and program,
the Thursday evening Banquet Dinner and program,
entertainment and music, nametags, awards, printing
of itinerary, tickets, programs, and miscellaneous
expenses. A cash bar will be available for the
luncheon buffet, and banquet dinner.

The Hospitality Suite is also a place where every
participant can play an important role in making the
reunion a great success. If you and your spouse would
like the opportunity to serve as a Hospitality Suite
Host, send Chuck & Monika an email
(Cwilson940@aol.com), “You can count on us to
serve as a Hospitality Suite Host for a couple of
hours.” (We will not schedule anybody to serve as
Host when they are scheduled to participate in a tour
or reunion activity.) We are trying to have 6 to 8
hosts on duty at all times, and will use the Reunion
Participation list to fill in the “Hospitality Suite
Host Roster” which will be posted on the Bulletin
Board in the Hospitality Suite. - Chuck
Jan 2007

DEPOSIT: A fully refundable $50.00 per person
deposit must be received by June 1st, 2007. The $50
will be applied to the registration fee of $75 that
must be paid in full by July 1st, 2007. After July 1st,
a $25 Surcharge will apply to late registrations, for a
total of $100.00.
REFUND POLICY: A 100% refund is guaranteed for
cancellations made before August 1st, 2007. After
August 1st, a 50% forfeiture fee will be assessed to all
cancellations not accompanied by emergency or
medical documentation.
7
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the regular shows (not headliners) at the Eldorado,
two for the price of one.

NOTE: Members attending the 2007 Reunion at the
Eldorado Hotel will be able to purchase tickets for

Tentative Schedule of events
Sunday, 2 Sep

1500
Members start checking into ELDORADO Hotel Rooms.
1700
Executive Board Meeting.
Night open for members to mingle and gamble.

Monday, 3 Sep

0900
0900
1600

Registration Begins – Pickup HRA Reunion Packages containing your
nametags, dinner tickets, tour tickets, and 2007 reunion information.
Hospitality room open – Coffee, rolls, and other goodies. Bring Your Photo Albums &
Memorabilia. Members and friends mingle, relax, and make plans.
Association meeting (One member per family) – Election of Officers,
HRA business, and 2009 site nominated selections announced

Tuesday, 4 Sep

0745
0800
1300
1330

Wednesday, 5 Sep

0800
0800

Thursday, 6 Sep

0800
Hospitality room open – Coffee and refreshments
0900
Great time to visit Auto Museum or Reno Park with friends.
1600
Hospitality room closes – don’t forget to pick up your albums.
1730
Banquet room opens (Nametags and dinner tickets required), cash bar.
1800
Posting of Colors by Honor Guard
1815
Invocation and dinner served (Dinner tickets displayed to assist servers).
1930
Memorial services for passed members.
1945
Guest speaker
2000-2300
Music, dancing, and socializing

Friday, 7 Sep

0800-1100 – Hospitality room open for saying our goodbyes.
HOTEL CHECKOUT BY NOON ON FRIDAY

Tour buses leave for 5 hour tour of Reno and Virginia City.
Hospitality room open – Coffee, rolls, and other goodies. War Stories.
Hospitality room closes for Luncheon Buffet.
Luncheon Buffet – Casual dress, 50-60’s if you wish. Nametags required.
Great program with entertainment, door prizes, possible auction, and fun.
Evening - Get together with friends and other members for dinner, gambling,
or whatever. Hospitality room will reopen after luncheon until 8PM.
Hospitality room open – Coffee, rolls and other goodies.
Tour buses leave for 8-9 hour Carson City, Lake Tahoe, and Emerald Bay.
Relaxation for those not participating or shopping downtown.
Evening is for socializing, dinner with friends, Leisurely Night on the town,
shows, or gambling. Hospitality room open until 8PM.

Charleston, South Carolina

as a TOP 10 travel destination in the United States.
It finished with a high ranking of No.5, only being
listed behind San Francisco, Santa Fe, New York
City, and Chicago. It is a beautiful coastal city with
plenty of Southern Hospitality. Charleston AFB is
located here and the city loves the military
personnel. Charleston is a city that will provide you
with history and tradition, pristine beaches, fine
hotels, and exquisite restaurants. Its prominence is
lined most commonly to its rich history and the role
the port city played in a critical time of
transformation in our county. It has a very mild
coastal climate.

There is always something happening in Charleston.
For the fourteenth consecutive year, readers of
Conde Nast Traveler magazine honored Charleston

The historical area is beautiful and the proved
fortifications represented turning points in the
history of our county. Fort Sumter National

SITE SELECTION FOR 2008
The Site Selection Committee, headed by Dick
Obidinski, has provided the following choices for
our 2008 reunion. All of the selections are pretty
well steeped in history and offer adventures beyond
just our reunion. The ballot is at the back of the
newsletter; please take the time to make your
opinion count.
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Monument is located here, and was the scene of the
first shots of the Civil War. More than 70 buildings
in Charleston pre-date the Revolutionary War, and
much of the distinguishable architecture in the area
reflects this unison with the area’s history. There is
no better example than a simple walk through
historic Charleston along the waterfront where Fort
Sumter can be viewed. The historic district has been
referred to as a walking museum. You will love the
cobblestone streets, hospitable spirit, and quality of
life. There are also scenic boat tours available to the
man-made fortress where the Civil War was
launched.

destinations, including fine dining spots, one of a
kind stores, and sports attractions.
So, why not consider Dayton? Where else can you
find the finest in museums, music, history, shopping,
dining, and beautiful scenery to explore within a
family friendly midwestern setting, plus wonderful
hospitality?

Niagara Falls

In November 2004, Congress recognized the Dayton
Region as the National Aviation Heritage Area. I t
was the home of Orville and Wilbur Wright, the
inventors of the first practical plane. Remember
them?
It was the Wrights whom tested and
perfected flight and paved the way for all the
advancements in aviation that are seen today in
Dayton’s world class National Museum of the United
States Air Force. Also located in Dayton is the
National Aviation Hall of Fame, Huffmann Prairie
Flying Field Center where you can learn more about
where the Wrights developed the first plane, the
Ohio Korean War Memorial and all Veterans
Memorial Parkway. It is also the home of the
Dayton Dragons, minor league baseball team of the
Cincinnati Reds.

USA side - is one of the most scenic and adventurous
places in the world, making this site the perfect
location for the 2008 reunion. A ride on the world
famous Maid of the Mist boat or an adventure at the
base of the Falls at the Cave of the Winds is just
icing on the cake of everything there is to enjoy.
Discover the rich aviation history of Western New
York and explore a vast collection of aviation
artifacts at the Niagara Aerospace Museum. View the
reconstruction of a 1917 Curtiss Jenny aircraft. Rich
with over 300 years in history is Old Fort Niagara,
home to the oldest original buildings on the Great
Lakes. The Fort has the longest military presence of
any site in North America thanks to the Coast Guard
Station Niagara. Their welcome center houses one of
12 surviving US flags made before the war of 1812.
A sister to the Star Spangled Banner, this flag
measures at 24 x 28 feet. Only a 20-minute drive is
the Buffalo Naval Park, the largest inland Naval
Park in the country. It is home to the missile cruiser,
USS Little Rock, Fletcher Class destroyer USS The
Sullivans and a WWII vintage submarine the USS
Croaker. Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is located
in Niagara USA and is home to the Air Force
Reserve Command's 914th Airlift Wing. In addition
to the Air Force Reserve Command, Niagara Falls is
home to the Air National Guard, Army Reserve, and
the Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS)
encompassing all five branches of the U.S. military.
The Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel is located right
in downtown Niagara Falls, just 3 blocks from the
Niagara Falls. Niagara Falls has a strong Italian &
Polish community with a ‚”Little Italy” business
district featuring many excellent restaurants
including
the
famous
Como
<www.thecomorestaurant.com>. With low cost
carriers and international flights flying in and out of
the Buffalo Niagara International Airport, located
30 minutes away, Niagara Falls USA is an ideal site
for the 2008 reunion.

At the Aviation Heritage National Historical Park,
you can explore the Wright Brothers’ roots and also
honors their contemporary and fellow pioneer, Paul
Laurence Dunbar. Dunbar, the first African
American poet laureate, was an inspiration, writing
novels, plays, and hundreds of poems. You may also
visit the downtown area and find an exciting array of

Canadian side: A great website on the whole area is
<www.discoverniagara.com>. Niagara Falls, Ontario,
is much more than the location of the Seventh
Wonder of the World. Niagara Park, with its
attractions, historical sites, championship golf
courses, dining and shopping, is sure to keep you
busy after touring the falls. The Niagara Region is a

Charleston’s Beaches are simply gorgeous with wide,
unspoiled sands, which are blessed by a generous
costal climate, and pleasant water temperatures,
which are just right for a refreshing dip through the
fall. The sunrises are magnificent and will having you
wanting to rise early.
Evening entertainment options are numerous, clubs
with live music, dancing, comedy, theater, sports
bars, and microbreweries. So, consider Charleston for
the 2008 Hof Association Reunion.

Dayton, Ohio:

The Birthplace of Aviation.

Dayton is located in Montgomery County, off
Interstate 70 between Indianapolis, Indiana and
Columbus, Ohio and off Interstate 75 south of
Toledo, Ohio, and north of Cincinnati, Ohio. The
average September temperatures are high of 77 and
low of 55, and October averages are high of 66 and
low of 44.
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superior New World wine area. See Marine Land for
the largest collection of beluga whales and killer
whales in the world. Experience the excitement, the
suspense and anticipation of Casino Niagara and
Niagara Falls view Casino Resort. Visit historic Fort
George, which served as the headquarters of the
British Army during the War of 1812. The Rainbow
Bridge pours visitors into Ontario at the base of
Clifton Hill, neon lit and filled with quirky museums,
amusements and fast food joints. Get the ultimate
photo with a real Mounty. You’ll find an
accommodating Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Officer wearing the classic red tunic uniform.

to the leadership and support of our association. Our
people search out ways to help - I have never heard
a member/spouse of our group say ‘No‘ to any task,
suggestion or favor asked of them.
Another thing I have observed is the cohesion of our
group; when you stop to consider how small our
organizations were while stationed in Hof and the
number of active members we have‚ we are without a
doubt, percentage-wise, the largest active military
reunion group. That is quite an accomplishment. My
primary goal for 2008 is to continue to motivate
people to get involved and not just set in the pews
watching a small percent do the work of finding and
getting our lost friends involved. Each reunion,
Marcey and I have searched out new faces,
introduced them around to our friends, including
them in activities and in general make them feel
welcome‚ Often we receive, hugs and tears, emails
and letters of thanks for making them one of the
group. In the long run, we receive more than we
give.

York, Pennsylvania / Gettysburg Area
This nomination presents the York/Lancaster PA
area, which is central to the US Mid-Atlantic Region
and offers a host of Reunion possibilities.
Convenient to the area for day bus-trips are DC and
all that entails from the Smithsonian to the White
House and Congress to the Viet Nam Memorial, the
near-by NSA Museum with it's Cray-1 and with the
C-130 memorial, the Historical Electronic Museum
also near-by with examples of probably every radar
and radio used by the military, the Baltimore
Waterfront where you can easily spend a day
wandering, eating and wandering some more and
visiting the Aquarium, checking out a submarine or
riding a water taxi and did I mention food or the
"Brickyard" for a baseball game, the Gettysburg
Battlefield, the York Harley Davidson Plant tour,
Olin Ordinance, Wilbur's Chocolates, shopping at the
Lancaster outlets and touring in Dutch Country with
perhaps a dinner at the unbelievable Shady Maple
Smörgåsbord which seats 1375 hungry people at a
time, Valley Forge Park and the Liberty Bell and
Liberty Place in Philly and the Reading Terminal
Market for even more food, The Civil War Museum
in Harrisburg, Hershey for a little more chocolate for
the total chco-holic, and the possibilities continue ...
Aberdeen Proving Ground for every kind of Armored
Vehicle known to Mankind, pastoral farmland and
History from the Revolutionary War thru the Civil
War to the present all right there at your fingertips!
The area is served by BWI in Baltimore,
Philadelphia International in Philly and Harrisburg
International in Harrisburg, not to mention I-83/US30.

Another goal is to get the younger people involved
in the leadership roles of our association. I recall
Tom Bryson’s reminder of the mortality that’s
breathing down our necks and of our tendency to put
off till tomorrow what we should do today. When I
went to Hof in Aug ‘66 I was 32 years old; an old
man to the young troops who were in their late teens
or early twenties. But they were eager to learn from
experienced people. They looked to us as role
models. That is still true today, they have been
watching our association leaders, but now it’s time
for those Sixty-year-old youngsters to take the lead.
All too often I open a Weekly Update and see one
or more names on the Flyby or Ladies Serving in
Heaven‚ in fact I keep searching for my name!!
Haven’t found it yet although Marcey keeps
threatening me. So get INVOLVED!
Our President, Don Riverkamp, has selected me t o
be the Site Selection Chairman for 2009. Presently
we are tentatively looking at Albuquerque, Austin,
Branson, Chicago, San Antonio, St Louis,
Shreveport/Bossier City, or some place in
Wisconsin. So you can see we are trying to pick a
location where the same members are not trapped
into always traveling the longest distance
Our Site Reunion Committee is busy trying to locate
an area we have not visited in the past. One that has
a large shopping mall for the ladies, reasonable
rooms, interesting places to visit/tour and plenty of
room to get together, retelling our war stories and
cementing friendships, both old and new. In the past
we have primarily visited areas that feature gambling
because they usually provided cheaper rooms, food,
and our members enjoy those games of chance.
We’re not letting that be our primary focus, so
remember when the list is announced it is up to the

Bobby “Stu” Sturdevant, Vice President,
Thoughts and goals for the 2008 Reunion.
First, I’ll have a Hard Act to follow, based upon the
benchmark reunions Marcey and I have attended.
But I know, no matter where it’s held, whether in
Charleston, Dayton, Niagara Falls or in the
York/Gettysburg area, it will be a roaring success due
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members to make the final selection. After the vote
is counted, it is the Site Selection Committee’s job t o
negotiate for our best deal.

and meet us in Nevada, or if they can’t make it t o
the reunion this year, to sign up for membership
anyhow. We need your help in keeping our roster
database current, let us know when you move, or any
other changes in your status.

I close with the challenge for each of you to take the
Hof Master Roster; find one name of a friend that is
not currently an active member and contact them,
to prompt them to become active within the
association. If a person is contacted several times it
will re-enforce the thought their presence is missed.

The association spends a lot of resources locating
our people, and it’s discouraging to lose any of them.
We appreciate any assistance you can provide
locating our missing friends, every name on the
roster has been through the search process at least
once, and with your help we can locate many more.
Let me know if I can help you‚ and if you have any
old orders, they are our best source of new names,
please send copies of them to me, either email or
thru the U.S. Mail. See you in the ”biggest little city”
this fall! - CA

REUNION “SITE” SELECTION COMMITTEE
By Chuck Wilson, 2n d V.P.
The purpose of the “Site Selection Committee” is t o
consider all cities nominated for a reunion and
narrow the list to a minimum of two and a maximum
of four. The surviving cities will be placed on the
ballot, published in January’s Hof Connection
Newsletter. The Association Board of Directors has
attempted to divide the nation into three zones.
Zone 1 - East of the Mississippi River; Zone 2 –
Between the Mississippi and Rocky Mountains; Zone
3 – West of the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific
Ocean. The 2006 Reunion was in Hof, the 2007
Reunion will be in Reno (Zone 3): the 2008 Reunion
will be in Zone 1. The Association Board of
Directors encourages members that live in Zone 2 t o
nominate cities with hotel facilities large enough t o
support a reunion of 400 participants and provide
interesting tours or shows. 2009 nominations should
be emailed no later than August 2007 to Stu
Sturdevant <stuclan@earthlink.net>. - Chuck

TREASURER’S REPORT – Nathan Sparks
The Reunion in Hof was considered a very joyful and
successful reunion by all that attended. Our goal is t o
provide all members of the Hof Reunion Association
the best service for their money. The Association
operates on a fiscal year that runs from January 1 t o
December 31, of each calendar year. This is a
reminder that all paid membership in the association
expires on December 31, 2006 and the 90-day grace
period ends on March 31, 2007. To keep your
membership current, please make your check
payable to: ”Hof Reunion Association‚” and mail it
to Hof Reunion Association, 6855 So. River Road,
Geneva, Ohio 44041-9348, at your earliest
convenience. If the $15.00 a year annual
membership fee will create a financial hardship for
any person meeting Association membership
criteria, the Board of Directors may grant a FREE
confidential membership upon request by the
individual.

A SURVEY
For future reunion sites, a few members have inquired
about the possibility of a 5-day cruise as a possible
option for a future reunion. Prior to taking the time
to investigate this option with cruise lines, we would
like to take a little survey on what our membership
feels about this possible option. One of the concerns
is not being able to be together, as a group, for a
luncheon buffet and our semi-formal banquet. Please
send your thoughts and opinions on this to our
president,
Don
Riverkamp,
email
river1940@sbcglobal.net, or regular mail, to: Don
Riverkamp, 8617 Spicewood Springs Rd, Apt #136,
Austin, TX 78759-4337. Thanks.

All of the bills for the Hof Reunion in Germany have
been paid. The Association’s finances are in
excellent condition with a balance of $18,679.92 in
our Association bank account, as of November 30,
2006. The Association books will be available in
Reno for the current Fiscal Year for inspection by
any member with a desire to review them.
The tax season is fast approaching and this is just a
reminder that our Association is recognized as a
nonprofit, tax exempt, charitable organization under
Internal Revenue Code, Section 501 (c) (19). The
membership voted in Germany to donate $1,500.00
to the Air Force Enlisted village. The Air Force
Enlisted Foundation provides surviving spouses,
requiring financial assistance, a place to live among
peers, sharing memories of the Air Force life without
the stigma normally associated with subsidized
housing. - Nate

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN – CA Russell
It was great to see all of those happy faces in
Hof/Saale last fall, lots of them that I hadn’t seen in
many years! We hope to add to those old memories
in Reno, so if you are staying in touch with some of
our folks that aren’t keeping their membership
current, do your duty and encourage them to sign up
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Speed Guide offers a free optimizing program at the
following URL:

AIR FORCE ENLISTED VILLAGE
The donation of $1500.00 made to the Air Force
Enlisted Foundation by the Hof Reunion Association
in 2006 has resulted in our association becoming a
permanent fixture in the Garden of Hope in Bob
Hope Village, 92 Sunset Lane, Shalimar, Florida
32579-1000. A brick paver inscribed with our name
and website address will encircle the Angel of Hope
in January 2007. You may visit the foundation's
website at www.afenlistedwidows.org and read about
the village and Garden of Hope.

http://www.speedguide.net/tcpoptimizer.php
Speed Guide provides enough information so that
you can manually reconfigure your connections or
you can have a completely automated process (TCP
Optimizer) reconfigure your connection. The one
drawback is that only supports Windows 9X and
above.
I reviewed the information provided for several days
and finally chose to use the automated process. I t
was fast, simple, gave great results and provided a
backup of my old configuration. On a good sink host
I’m able to get near 10M on a speed test. If you are
interested in optimizing your Internet connection
take a look at this site.

Barry Springsteen , our Webmaster, has some
suggestions that could be helpful for those that are
graduating to a broadband hookup.
I have been using a broadband connection for about 2
years now. I used the connection right out of the box
because I was so glad to get rid of my dial up. It’s
pretty clear that when you go from 56k to 3M the
jump in speed is blinding and who cares about turning
or tweaking your connection. This concept worked
for about a year until my broadband supplier jumped
the basic speed to 6M and I stayed at 3M. Then they
added a feature that could get you even higher speeds
for short bursts. Well guess what, I stayed at 3M. All
in all things were not right in River City.

NEED ALL MEMBERS ASSISTANCE:
There are many reasons that the Hof Reunion
Association is successful, but communication keeping in touch with its members and families, is
one of the most important. When our members
change home addresses, telephone numbers, or
internet services, and don't inform the Hof Reunion
Association
Adjutant,
Joe
Kessler
<hofreunion@adelphia.net>, and/or our Secretary
Jerry Mangas <hofreunion@dejazzd.com>, we have a
very good chance of losing touch and we don't want
that to happen. Our secretary has been getting a lot
of “bounces” when emailing the weekly updates, and
we want you, our members, to receive these and keep
up to date with association news. So, please notify us
whenever you change an address, email or phone
number, it’s the only means the association has for
keeping in contact with you in order that you get all
the weekly updates and news that is needed to help
you stay in touch with our members, family, and
fellow Hofers. Thank you.

About nine months ago I finally realized something
was really wrong. My connection had more than
doubled in speed but I saw little or no increase in
performance. Going to the largest source of both
fact and fiction in the world, the Internet, I
discovered my connection parameters needed to be
tuned to the specific characteristics of my broadband
connection. That’s all well and good but just how do
you do it without causing more problems. Solution,
again the Internet, a free TCP/IP Optimizing
Program supplied by Speed Guide, Inc.

Hof Reunion Association Officers and Staff:
Executive Board:
President
1stV.P.
2ndV.P.
Adjutant
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Chairman
Web Master
Advisor
German Affairs Repr:
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Web Photo Master
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Hof Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
Email: hofreunion@adelphia.net
Tel: 440-466-5867
www.hofreunion.com
All association work is done by volunteers. No salary or wages are paid to any member.
The Hof Reunion Association operates on a fiscal year that runs from 1 January to 31 December of the calendar year.
The Hof Connection Newsletter is mailed to members in good standing 2 times each year, January and July.
The Master Hof Roster, Constitution and 2 lapel pins are mailed immediately upon receipt of initial membership in the
association. A copy of the Master Hof Roster is also provided upon renewal. Please select how you wish to receive the Master Hof
Roster below.
There is a provision in the Association Constitution and By-laws that allow the Executive Board to grant a FREE membership in
situations where the $15 membership dues will create a financial hardship. Free membership must be requested.
Free membership is provided to widows (widowers), they are entitled to all privileges of membership except the paying of dues
and holding office. Widows are requested to complete and return the Membership Renewal Form annually to assure receipt of a
new Master Hof Roster.
If your spouse is from Oberfranken, please include her maiden name. This information will assist the ladies from Kreis Hof in
their quest to locate former friends.
PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN THE FOLLOWING FORM & RETURN TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut along line - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL for 2007
Last Name: ______________________________________ First: ______________________________________________
Spouse: _________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________

(You may use the email address of a relative or friend)

Street Address: __________________________________________________ Tel. No.: _____________________________
City: ___________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _________________-_____________
(Nine-Digit Zip Code Please)

Years stationed at Hof: 19____ to 19____

Organization: _____________________________________________

What form do you wish to receive the Master Hof Roster (Please check one)
_____Email
_____CD
_____Hardcopy
PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
_____ Enclosed is a check for $15.00 made out to: Hof Reunion Association. I understand the annual dues are to be used for the
printing of “the Hof Connection Newsletter” mailed each January and July, and the Master Hof Roster, mailed to all members
upon payment of the annual dues. It also covers fees for postage, printing, envelopes, address labels, telephone expenses associated
with reunion business, search for missing colleagues, web site, insurance and other operating costs.
_____ I am a widow (widower) and entitled to free membership in the Association.
_____ I request to be granted a FREE membership in the Association.
_____ I am no longer interested in the Hof Reunion Association, the Hof Connection Newsletter, or the Master Hof Roster. Please
remove my name from the email and US Postal listing.
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2007 REUNION REGISTRATION FORM
The 2007 registration fee is $75.00 per person. The registration fee is to cover the cost of the Tuesday
Luncheon Buffet and program, the Thursday evening Banquet Dinner and program, entertainment and music,
nametags, awards, printing of itinerary, tickets, programs and miscellaneous administrative expenses. A
$25.00 surcharge will apply to registrations received after July 1st, 2007.
Cancellation and Refund Policy: Registration fees are 100% refundable until August 1st, 2007. After August
1st, a 50% forfeiture fee will be assessed for all cancellations due to association cost and contract
commitments UNLESS there is a documented emergency or medical condition.
FIRST and LAST NAMES as you wish them to appear on your Name Tags.
Member: ____________________________________________________
Spouse/Friend: ________________________________________________
Guest: _______________________________________________________
Guest: _______________________________________________________

BANQUET DINNER MENU SELECTION
Dinner #1
Dinner #2
Dinner #3
Dinner #4

Chicken Parmigiano with pasta, fresh vegetables and garlic bread.
Grilled Salmon with rice du jour and fresh vegetables.
Beef Rouladen with red cabbage and Bavarian dumplings.
Vegetarian Meal – Baked Lasagna Rouladen with Potato Pancake, roasted
vegetables and spinach ricotta marinara

I choose Dinner # ______ Spouse/Friend chooses # ______ Guest# ______ # ______
A fully refundable $50.00 per person deposit must be received by June 1at, 2007. The $50 will be applied to
the registration fee of $75, which must be paid in full by July 1st, 2007 to avoid the $25 surcharge for late
registration.
Please make checks payable to : Hof Reunion Association
Mail to:
Hof Reunion Association
6855 S. River Rd.
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
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RENO 2007 TOUR REGISTRATION FORM
The 2007 Reno Tour Registration and payments will be accepted until the limited supply of tickets for each tour
is depleted. A standby list will then be established. Tour tickets are available on a first come, first serve basis.
Cancellation and Refund Rule: Tickets are 100% refundable until August 1st. 2007. After August 1st, tickets are
75% refundable for certified and documented emergencies only. This is due to the associated cost and contract
commitments. A 100% forfeiture will apply unless the tour tickets can be resold to another reunion participant.
TOUR #1 - Tuesday, September 4th: This tour will depart the Eldorado Hotel at 7:45AM for a 5-hour tour of
Reno and Virginia City. We will be back at the hotel at 12:45PM since the Luncheon Buffet will start at 1:30PM.
I (we) want ______ tickets for Tour #1 at a cost of $20.00 per person
TOUR #2 – Wednesday, September 5th. This tour will depart the Eldorado Hotel at 8:00AM for a 9-hour tour of
Carson City, Emerald Bay, and Lake Tahoe. There will be a 3-hour stay in Lake Tahoe in order for people to
have lunch with friends (Dutch treat), do some shopping or gambling. The bus will return to the Eldorado at
5:00PM that day.
I (we) want ______ tickets for Tour #2 at a cost of $30.00 per person.
Please make checks payable to: Hof Reunion Association
Mail to:
Hof Reunion Association

6835 S. River Rd.
Geneva, OH 44041-9348

------------------------------------------------------------------------

SITE SELECTION BALLOT FOR THE 2008 REUNION
Please vote for one of the following sites for our 2008 reunion location. Mail to the address listed below or email
your choice to our Adjutant, Joe Kessler, at the email listed below. Please submit your choice no later than March
1dt, 2007. Thanking you in advance: Don Riverkamp, HRA President, and Dick Obidinski, 2008 Site Selection
Chairman.

______ Charleston, South Carolina
______ Dayton, Ohio
______ Niagara Fall, New York
______ York, Pennsylvania / Gettysburg Area
Mail to:

Hof Reunion Association
6835 S. River Rd.
Geneva, OH 44041-9348
Email: hofreunion@adelphia.net
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2007 RENO REUNION COMMEMORATIVE TEE SHIRTS
There will be Reno reunion Tee shirts available for
purchase for those wishing them. These Tee shirts
will have the Hof Reunion Association logo on the
front, and the back will have a little flare from
Nevada and something else I think all will enjoy and
love to wear. To order your shirts, please fill out the
form below and mail it, along with your check, made
out to the Hof Reunion Association, and mail to:
Hof Reunion Association, 6835 S. River Rd.,
Geneva, OH 44041-9348.
The shirts will be available at the reunion in Reno.
Those not attending the reunion please add $4.00
per shirt to cover shipping and they will be shipped
after the reunion.
The prices for the shirts are $8.00 for S, M, L and XL, and $10.00 for XXL and XXXL.
Name: ____________________________________________
Quantity of shirts: ______Small

______ Medium

______ XX Large

______ Large

______ Extra Large at $8.00 each

______ XXX Large at $10.00 each

Total amount of check: ____________
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