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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<HofReunion@aol.com>
<CALIFGUY9@aol.com>
Thursday, October 21, 2004 4:41 AM
Hof Update # 161

October 21, 2004

Update # 161

Bruce Orr’s Obituary and Guest Book address trails at the end of this
Update.
NOTE 1 – This will be our last update until after the Biloxi Reunion. We will allow a few days to
recover from the exciting event and the renewal of many old friendships. Of course, we will be
making many new friends and learning of adventures in Hof before our times and those
adventures that followed. If you are not attending the Biloxi Reunion, you can look for the next
update the first week in November.
NOTE 2 - The Biloxi Reunion Registration will be at 10:00AM Monday, October 25. The
Hospitality Suite work schedule will be posted in the Hospitality Suite. We will need a lot of help
and support to keep all 3 suites open. The majority of us will work about 3 hours each during the
reunion. If you volunteered to work the registration table, we will work out a schedule Monday
morning at 10:00.
NOTE 3 - The Biloxi and New Orleans tour schedule and Bus assignments will be
posted in the Hospitality Suite. If you signed up for a tour, your ticket(s) will be in your
reunion registration packet.
NOTE 4 – A reminder to all Biloxi Reunion Attendee’s. Please wear your name tag to all
reunion functions. Don’t make the Sergeant at Arms ask you to leave the Hospitality Suite
because you aren’t wearing your nametag. ------ The Group Luncheon rosters will be posted in
one of the Hospitality Suites. The Group Leaders will be identified on the roster.
If you wish to change to different group, cross out your name on the assigned roster and add it
to the group you wish to have lunch or dinner with. The Group Leader will provide the place
and time information for the mini get together. Be prepared to introduce your mate and talk
about yourself for about 3-5 minutes. We will all hear some interesting stories.
NOTE 5 – The Company printing and mailing the Master Hof Roster called and said they
experienced equipment failure last Wednesday evening and did not get the equipment
repaired until Monday. As a result, the rosters didn’t reach the US Postal Service for
processing until October 19. ☺ Good Sign. They didn’t blame the delay on the USPS.
NOTE 6 - If you haven’t looked the Association Website over recently, it’s time to take a peek.
Barry Springsteen & Jerry Mangas have been doing a marvelous job. Many new pictures and
links have been added. Don’t forget to cursor down to the bottom of the Photos&Links page and
review the pictures from the 2002 Hof Reunion. We’ll be discussing a return to Hof at the Biloxi
get together.
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION:
Jerry & Ellen Decker
= ehansigk@yahoo.com
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
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Dr. Eric Bergstrom

FY5

Joe & Marie Dernoga

FY5
FY5

Bill & Helga Eskew
Robert & Louise Morgan
C.Wade & Phyllis Nottingham
Carl & Anita Wyatt
NEW MEMBERS:
William& Margaret Hart

FY5
FY5
FY5
FY5

626-395-7769
joedernoga@juno.com

beskewjr@earthlink.net
256-234-6782
WadeN@aol.com
carl.carlspc@gmail.gar.no
WHart13407@aol.com

DONATION:
Carl & Anita Wyatt
$5
C.Wade & Phyllis Nottingham $5
NEW FINDS:
George Jackson

Vidalia, GA

912-538-7328

More | Subscribe | 14-Day Archives (Free) | Long-Term Archives (Paid)

Bruce J. Orr, 65, was Branchburg mayor, police commissioner
Friday, October 15, 2004
UPPER DARBY, Pa. -- A Mass for Bruce J. Orr, 65, of Jupiter, Fla., a former Branchburg, N.J., resident, will be
here at 12:30 a.m. tomorrow in St. Alice Church, Walnut Street and Copley Road. Arrangements are by the John
P. Donahue Funeral Home, Upper Darby.
Mr. Orr, who died Monday at home, was a regional marketing director at AT&T before retiring.
He served in the Air Force during the Vietnam War, and was vice president of the Air Force HOF Germany
Veterans Association.
Mr. Orr was a former mayor and police commissioner in Branchburg and former president of the Greenbriar (N.J.)
Home Owners Association.
Born in Darby, he lived in Branchburg before moving to Jupiter five years ago.
Surviving are sons, Bryan and Robert; his mother, Anna Orr, and a grandchild.

Death Notices+Guest Books | Notices From Other Newspapers | News Obituaries & Archives

Bruce J. Orr
ORR - Bruce J., 65, of Jupiter, Fla., passed away Oct. 11, 2004. Born in Darby, Pa., Bruce had been a
resident of Jupiter for the last five years, coming from Branchburg, N.J. Before his retirement, he was
a regional marketing director for AT&T. He served in the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam War.
Bruce was very active in the community. He was a former president of the Greenbriar HOA, former
mayor and police commissioner of Branchburg, N.J., as well as vice-president of the U.S. Air Force
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HOF Germany Veterans Association. Bruce was a loving father and a devoted son. Bruce is survived
by two sons, Bryan of Boca Raton, Fla., and Robert (Brandie) of Pace, Fla., his mother, Anna Orr of
Jupiter, a granddaughter, Alexis Orr, and three cousins, Judy Widmeier, Jim Orr and Kathy Silvasi.
The family has asked that in lieu of flowers contributions be sent to American Cancer Society, 169
Tequesta Dr. #33E, Tequesta, Fla. 33469. A visitation will be held 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. with a Mass
following Saturday, Oct. 16, 2004, at St. Alice Church, located at Walnut Street and Copley Road in
Upper Darby, Pa. Interment immediately following at St. Denis Cemetery in Havertown, Pa.
Arrangements are under the direction of JOHN P. DONAHUE FUNERAL HOME, 201 Copley Rd.,
Upper Darby, Pa. 610-352-5111.
Published in the Star-Ledger on 10/15/2004.

Guest Book • Flowers & gifts • Charities
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<HofReunion@aol.com>
<CALIFGUY9@aol.com>
Wednesday, November 10, 2004 6:41 PM
Hof Update # 163

Hof Update # 163 ( Jerry Mangas )
Sad Duties
One of the great joys and benefits of being part of the Hof Reunion Association is re-discovering lost friends of so
many years ago and regenerating those relationships as if they had never been interrupted.
But with the passing of time, all good things, one way or another, come to an end.
As the new Secretary of the Reunion Association I had no idea that one of my first tasks in writing the Connection
update would be to list Suzanne Reed on the "Ladies Serving...." list.
Suzanne and Dean Reed were my and Pat's first-ever "next-door neighbors" not quite 40 years ago when
I arrived in Germany, newly married, assigned to C-Flt in OPS and looking for a honeymoon apartment, truly
a stranger in a strange land. Dean and Suzanne stepped right up, got us in touch with their landlord and acted as
true "neighbors" in getting us settled. Dean and I often car-pooled and my favorite memory of Suzanne from
those "Cold War" days was of her riding in the boot of their Austin Healy as we drove to work in the snowy, cold
Hofer winter with the top down. Dean and I had parkas. Suzanne's head stuck up above the windshield with
no parka hood to protect her. But she always smiled thru the trip, no matter how cold and how much snow blew
into the car.
We lost contact with Dean and Suzanne through time, but with the assistance of the Group, we made the
connection again in 2002 and had a face-to-face after all those years in Las Vegas in 2003. We learned then of
her illness and her 11 year struggle to beat it. She NEVER, that I know of, lost her faith, her smile and her
courage and confidence.
May she rest in quiet peace.

Nashville factoids!
1. 6'th most popular fall destination city in the US?
2. 50% of the US population lives within driving distance (650 miles) of Nashville? 2 days driving time.
3. Elvis is ALIVE!
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Bayrischer Siber!... It's starting already... From Dirk Vallo!
the picture below was taken yesterday in Münchberg, Germany
next town south of Hof...from a nephew...
Chuck Wilson says it was snowing in Naila today.
It did NOT snow today in San Diego.

A TIME TO REMEMBER - VETERANS DAY
Pray for our young men and women serving in harms way!
Consider adopting a GI on active duty. Names and addresses can be
supplied.
Does anybody know?
Was there ever a closer USAF base or station to the Soviet Forces than Hof/Saale during the
Cold War? From the map, the 6912th at Templehof in Berlin was 14 Kilometers from the Wall.
We were approximately 6 K's from the Fence. Was there another station anywhere that was
closer? Trabzon was 120 K's from Georgia and Armenia so that one is out. St. Lawrence?
Wakkanei? Nemuru?

Did you know?
At one point, immediately before the end of WW II, the 606th AC&W was stationed in Cheb,
Czechoslovakia for a very short time? After the demarcation line was established betweem
Soviet and US Forces, the unit was pulled back into Bavaria proper and then to Korea where it
became the most decorated AC&W Squadron in the Air Force.
NOTE 1 – In expressing our thanks in update 162, we failed to mention Barry & Sue
Springsteen who provided the listing of activities in the Biloxi Area and helped crank out the
last minute Group lunch list. We also thank them for the great job they are doing on the
Association Website.
NOTE 2 - Nashville, TN was selected as the 2005 Association Reunion Site. Of the
ballots returned, Nashville received 86 Votes; Branson 77 Votes; Atlantic City 75 Votes; and
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there were 8 abstentions. Nashville was the overwhelming choice of members in attendance
at the General Membership Meeting. The Membership in attendance also approved Hof/Saale
as the 2006 Reunion Site. Robert Hoerath, the Association German Representative stated he
would work on tours to Berlin, Potsdam, and Dresden and most importantly, the Kulmbach
Brauerei!. July, August and September were mentioned as a possible reunion months due to
the numbers of fests in the Hof area. Reunion dates & decisions will be deferred to the 2005
General Membership meeting to be held in Nashville.
NOTE 3 - The winners of the beautiful wooden bowels donated by Lonnie & Hazel Henderson
were Francis & JoAnn Fukumoto (Distance, Hawaii), and Raymond Startz (Senior). Ray asked
the second most senior person, Rick & Sonja Douthit, to take the Bowl home for safe keeping.
The Association Board extends their appreciation to Lonnie & Hazel Henderson for providing
the very valuable and beautiful gifts. We also thank Elizabeth Jung, Dr. Mike Helfert, and Gary
Schilling for the autographed books they authored and provided as door prizes. We thank
Don Riverkampt and Brenda Emery for their donation of travel bags, and Hilde Middendorf and
Rita Bennett for their donated art work.
NOTE 4 - If your FY5 dues have been paid and you would like an ecopy of the Master Hof
Roster, contact HofReunion@aol.com. If we owe you a CD or a hard copy of the Master Hof
Roster, contact us Immediately.
NOTE 5 - Chuck & Monika Wilson wishes to thank the Association Membership for the
beautiful plaque that was presented to them at the Biloxi Banquet. The Plaque has the
Association Logo centered on a Gold Plate in a Blue Sky Colored Field and reads:
"IN APPRECIATION FOR ALL THE HOURS OF HARD WORK YOU CONTRIBUTED TO
MAKE EVERY HOF ASSOCIATION REUNION A HUGE SUCCESS.
BILOXI, MS OCTOBER 25-29, 2004
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION:
Ernie & Marie Penfield = lawnmower@cox.net or epn01@cox.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Ken & Dorene Edborg
Homer Gholston
Ralph & Joan Glover
Mary Kellem
George Sadler

FY5
FY6
FY5&6
WE5
FY6

dorene39@cox.net
jrgbrg@aol.com
208-642-2950
218-631-4665
Address On Roster

NEW MEMBERS:
George Jackson

Vidalia, GA

DONATIONS:
Mary Kellem

912-538-7328

$15

NEW FINDS:
Lynn Sandstrom
Lakewood, NJ
Chester & Annie Taplette Glen Burnie, MD
Anne Keaton Giddens

Hinesville, GA

lynn_sandstrom@iwon.com
410-969-7740

annegiddens@coastalnoe.net

Steve & Ingrid Serniak
FINAL FLYBY:

Cephas Cook,

John Bittin
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LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN:

Suzanne Reed, Ursula Sadler

Obituaries

Suzanne May (Jurgensen) Reed
Born April 1, 1944 in San Diego, CA, Suzanne died peacefully in her sleep
on November 5, 2004 after a hard-fought, 11-year battle with cancer. She
married Dean Reed in 1964 in Hof/Saale, West Germany. After 2 years
they returned to San Diego where Suzanne began a successful career with
the County of San Diego. The family moved to Placerville in 1985 when
she accepted a position as Principal Analyst for the El Dorado County
CAO. She enjoyed her work, its many challenges and opportunities, and
the many dear friends she made there. Her quick laugh and sharp pencil
were oft-mentioned attributes. She retired reluctantly due to increasing
health problems in 2003.
Suzanne was a past president and charter member of Hangtown Optimists,
actively reaching out to the youth of El Dorado County. She was also a
member of the Folsom Quilt & Fiber Guild, and Sisters in Stitches quilting
circle, where she spent many happy hours creating beautiful, hand-crafted
quilts for disaster victims and breast cancer charity auctions. She was a
caring and loving person who gave of herself not only to family and friends
but also to the community she cared for.
She truly loved all of El Dorado County, its picturesque countryside, trees
and wildflowers (which always made her sneeze!), lakes and streams and
snow-capped peaks. Most of all, she loved its people, whose sincerity,
helpfulness, and hospitality made her feel welcome from the day she first
arrived. The many dear friends she made here made her feel especially
blessed.
Preceded in death by her youngest son, James, she is survived by her
mother Helen, sister Mary, and son Robert, all of San Diego, and her
husband Dean. A service to celebrate her life will be held at I:00 p.m. on
Friday, November 12 at Green Valley Mortuary, Green Valley and Bass
Lake Roads, in Cameron Park, CA. A reception will follow at the Green
Valley Community Church café, 3500 Green Valley Road, Placerville, CA.
She will later be laid to rest beside her father, Robert Traugott Jurgensen,
in Bonita, CA.
In lieu of flowers, remembrances in her name may be made to the Susan
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G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, Snowline Hospice of Placerville, CA,
or your favorite charity.

John A. Bittin, 62, former Midlothian police chief
September 30, 2004
BY LAUREN FITZPATRICK
John A. Bittin always wanted to be a Midlothian cop. He liked the idea of helping people the way a police officer
could, and, starting off as a patrol officer, he rose through the ranks to end 36 years in law enforcement as the
chief in the town he loved.
Mr. Bittin died Sept. 26 after a brief illness. He was 62 and had retired in 2002.
His career was "kind of like a dream for most law enforcement officers that go from the street to the top of the
ladder," said Vincent Schavone, the south suburb's current police chief.
"He enjoyed police work," said Schavone, a friend for many years. "He was very affable -- it wasn't his intention to
make life difficult for anybody."
Born in Chicago in 1942, Mr. Bittin served in the Air Force during the Vietnam War and began his police career in
Harvey as a patrol officer. After three years, he joined the Midlothian department. He ended up serving as chief
there for nine years. After retiring, he directed security for three A.J. Smith banks and worked part-time as a hotel
security officer in Rosemont. He also took part in a number of community events that had nothing to do with
policing, including the town's charitable golf classic.
"He wanted to take it easy a bit, but I don't think he did," Schavone said.
Mr. Bittin also liked to golf, travel the country and take cruises.
He is survived by his mother, Lucille Cooper; sisters Lillian Boneck, Anita Jonker, Nancy Ritchey, Jeanne Reubelt,
Gayle White, Arlene Wargo and Valerie Reubelt, and a brother, Larry Cooper.
Funeral services took place Wednesday at Hickey Memorial Chapels in Midlothian and at St. Christopher Church,
with burial in St. Mary's Cemetery in Chicago.
Daily Southtown
Copyright © The Sun-Times Company
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This document and the attached files, if any, are intended only for the addressees and may contain information
which is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. If this email has been sent to you by
mistake, please inform us by reply email and then delete the email, destroy any printed copy, and do not disclose
or use the information in it. Any review, use, transmission, or dissemination of this message and/or any attached
files is prohibited. There is no warranty that this email is error- or virus-free. This email is copyrighted.
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#164.txt
Subject: Fw: Hof Reunion Update #164 (JM)
From: "JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
Date: Wed, 17 Nov 2004 11:54:29 -0500
To: "Phil Murray" <philm11@earthlink.net>
Original format...
I also noticed that some of the print format didn't hold. Ideas?
(I use Outlook Express, Chuck uses AOL for this. )
----- Original Message ----From: JerryM
To: HofReunion@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2004 11:27 PM
Subject: Hof Reunion Update #164 (JM)
THE CONTINUING KINGSLEY STORY!
Just when you think you have it all figured out and most of the Kingsley mystery
finally solved...
Kingsley's B-17, the "OPISSONYA"
Somebody comes along and adds something really important important to the story.
Contrary to what I wrote on the Veteran's Day update, the Kingsley on our Final
Flyby list is not the Medal of Honor winning Kingsley for whom the Kaserne was named
in 1949. That Richard Kingsley served in Hof with the 6915th in 1965 according to
our roster.
But!
Don Rivercamp talked to Karin Kingsley on the phone regarding this and she says that
David Richard Kingsley was her deceased husband's Uncle......
Like Paul Harvey says; "Now you know the rest of the story"...
Or do we? I wonder if the Richard Kingsley family knew the origin of the Kingsley
name in connection with the Kaserne? David R. Kingsley's Medal of Honor was
post-humously presented to his brother in London after the war. Was this Richard's
father?
There is still more mystery in the Kingsley story. Stay tuned for the story of the
Bulgarian Major!!!

Kaserne History factoids:
During the Cold War era the Second Armored Calvary Regiment was responsible for
surveillance of 731 kilometers along the Iron Curtain. Its sector included 375
kilometers of the border separating West and East Germany, as well as the entire 356
kilometers of the West German-Czechoslovakian border. On their 2nd Cav web-sites,
they often refer to themselves as "speed bumps" in the path of a potential Soviet
invasion force! (Where did that leave us? As potholes or more likely, roadkill?)
Early Kaserne Unit History

Page 1

#164.txt
The 9th Engineers participated in the capture of the Remagen Bridge over the Rhine
and in the final sweep into Germany and after the surrender, established its
occupation headquarters in the Bavarian city of Bayreuth, with A Company at Coburg,
B Company at Kulmbach, and C Company (The Dawgs of War) at Hof Kaserne. Occupation
duty ended in late 1945, so the battalion departed West Germany for the states and
was deactivated on 13 October 1945.
Comments from our Historian, Gary Dempsey:
I... wish that more people would use the Association's Web site to
jot down their memories; we're all approaching that part of life where our
brains start to get rusty and things slip into the fog of the forgotten
past, and it shouldn't be up to just you-for all the terrific work you've
already done-or me (in some small part), with the help of just a few
others-to try to preserve those great times. At the same time, I'm not
complaining--I
just wish that I could do more. I'd like to be able to tell more of the
story of the Bayerischer Siber (not Cyber!)C-C-Cold Warriors!--Gary D.
"Funny thing... Have you noticed that the memories that come flooding back with
allmost every word you write or read about Hof? Were we that impressionable? I
apparently was. Still am." --JM

A letter from the Air Force Enlisted Village follws the updates.

November 17, 2004

Update

# 164

NOTE 1 – Many people contributed to the success of the Biloxi Reunion. We thank
Tom & Monika Nickerson, Jim & Eadie Patterson, Jim & Traudle Riggin, Dick & Evi
Obidinski, Heidi Pouch, C.A. & Jody Russell, Monika Wilson, Ute Sparks, Barry & Sue
Springsteen, and all other volunteers that put a lot of effort into putting the
Reunion packages together and operating the hospitality suites. Peggy Adams and Don
Riverkamp did and outstanding job of laying out the Banquet Seating /Table chart
board and assuring that reunion attendee’s were assigned a table. Don Riverkamp
also handled the T-Shirt distribution in an outstanding manner.

(Chuck modestly left his name off this list, but I am sure you all know better.)
(JM)

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION:
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Dick & Jean Barry

FY5

Jim & Mary McDaniel

FY6

Lawrence & Nancy Riney

dickbarry@juno.com
JimSMSGT@msn.com

FY5

Don & Diane Spirk

812-985-0745
FY6

Raymond Startz

FY5

d.spirk@att.net
913-236-8687

NEW MEMBERS:
Steve & Ingrid Serniak

Old Forge, PA

PopSerniak@aol.com

DONATIONS:

NEW FINDS:
Gene & Billie Tate

Chandler, TX

genetate@sunbest.net

FINAL FLYBY:

LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN:
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otherwise protected from disclosure. If this email has been sent to you by mistake,
please inform us by reply email and then delete the email, destroy any printed copy,
and do not disclose or use the information in it. Any review, use, transmission, or
dissemination of this message and/or any attached files is prohibited. There is no
warranty that this email is error- or virus-free. This email is copyrighted.
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<HofReunion@aol.com>
<CALIFGUY9@aol.com>
Tuesday, November 23, 2004 2:12 AM
Hof Update # 165

November 24, 2004

Update # 165

Happy Thanksgiving
Wishing you a safe Holiday Season
Jerry Mangas will be on the road and the Hof Reunion Office is
closed until November 29th.
---------------Hofer Siber: The weather today (Sunday) in Hof/Saale: Cloudy with a low of -3C and a high of 1C, humidity
80% and wind from the Southwest at 19 km/hour. Tomorrow (Monday's) forecast? A 100% chance of snow!
Who would have ever expected that?

Click Here for Association Website: Links To Other Sites Of Interest

and cursor down to Hof Area Websites & Hof Weather
____________________________

NOTE 1 – The Weekly E-Mail Update directed to members with a hotmail.com Server address
is being returned as undeliverable. We suspect the bounced email may be the result of
hotmail spam controls. The juno server also has some problems. Our duty is to inform the
entire Association Membership of this e-mail problem. Individual members are responsible for
providing a functional server or email address.
NOTE 2 - If you have an Internet Server and do not receive an email update for a couple
of weeks, it is your responsibility to contact HofReunion@aol.com. We have to many
members in the email address book to chase members down for address corrections.
Please help us serve you if you wish to receive the weekly updates.
NOTE 3 - Members that attended the Biloxi Reunion are invited to write a testimonial for
publication in the January, Hof Connection Newsletter. Send to Phil Murray <
philm11@earthlink.net > CC: jmangas@fast.net
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION:
Jerry & Pat Mangas

= jmangas@fast.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Francis & JoAnn Fukumoto
Charlotte Kercher
Gail Norvell
Joe Pecora

FY6
WE5
WE6
FY5/6

Joumc@aol.com
318-742-2085
BGNorv@earthlink.net
415-567-5197

NEW MEMBERS:
Barbara Varley
Tony & Hazel Yogan

Abilene, TX
325-692-2187
(FY5/6/7/8) Odenton, MD 410-672-2402

.
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DONATIONS:

Charlotte Kercher
Joe Pecora
Barbara Varley
Tony & Hazel Yogan

$20
$20
$15
$40

NEW FINDS:
Marietta Hensel Collins

San Antonio, TX

210-688-3547

FINAL FLYBY: Carl Stemple, Milton Stever
Reunion 2005-Nashville
Planning continues with consideration being given for an all-day tour to Lynchburg TN, home of the Jack Daniel's
Distillery as one of the potential tours. Riverboat tours are also a potential. Send suggestions to
jmangas@fast.net.

Tony Yogan’s Short Biography
Tony was born into an American-Croatian family in 1914 and raised in a multi-lingual community in
Pennsylvania. He enlisted in the Army Air Corp. in 1940. Attended OCS and was commissioned in
September 1942. During WWll, he served in the European Theater (1943-1945). Tony was then
assigned to (MATS) Military Air Transport Service at Presque Isle, Maine and closed that base in
1948. From 1948-50, he was assigned to AAC (Alaskan Air Command) at Anchorage. In July 1950
he was assigned to the relatively new USAFSS at Brooks AFB, San Antonio. From 1952 to 1956 he
served as OIC of CW & Voice Operations at Landsberg, Germany and had the pleasure of working
with Johnny Cash for two years. In 1956 Tony returned to USAFSS at Kelly AFB and then moved on
to the Language Depart. at Georgetown University where he attended Serbo-Croatian Studies,
Russian Language and German History. He then attended Russian Studies at Monterey, CA.Upon
graduation in 57, He was assigned to Hof as the 6912 Detachment Commander and remained at Hof
until 1960. Tony & Hazel were then assigned to Crete where he served as Operations Officer until
his retirement from the US Air Force in 1961. Upon separation, he was immediately Employed with
EOD, NSA at Ft Mead, MD and assigned to Ankara in 1962. He returned to FT Mead in 1963 and
remained until his retirement from NSA in 1982. Since 1982 to present, he has been a Registered
Life Insurance and Funds Rep with an Office in Ramstein, (Near the Base) Germany. At the youthful
age of 90, he is with Transamerica Financial Resources, Inc with offices in Maryland.
Tony would love to hear from you folks that were stationed with him. 410-672-2402

Early Kaserne History (Postwar):
406th Infantry Regiment of the 102nd "Ozark" Infantry Division, assigned under Operation "Eclipse" as
occupation troops in Hof (Col. Hurliss, followed by Lt Col Miller, commanding) in July 1945 thru February 18th
and 20th, 1946, when the unit entrained for the States. Companies of the 406th were also garrisoned in
Marktredwitz and Rehau. One of their major claims to fame while in the Hof area was consuming almost all the
60,000 bottle a month output of the local Coca Cola bottling plant. Due to the presence of the (now renamed)
Freiheitshalle, the only buidling in the region big enough to hold three indoor basketball courts, the 406th hosted
many of the intra-divisional sporting events of the times. Our "5K Club" was long preceded by the 406th's
"Foxhole" Club.
Beginning 3 March, 46, the Ozarks, unit by unit, waved Auf Widersehen to Europe as they sailed in six ships:
General Brooke, General Taylor, General Anderson, Kokomo Victory, Sea Robin and the Sea Snipe. Eight days
would see the Ozarks in New York. A few more days would find them home, civilians again along with their
memories of Europe from Normandy to the Alpenfestung and their occupation duties in Hof/Saale.

Excerpts from the Hofersprache Glossary:
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“Ein Bier, Bitte”. Basic intro German 101. See “Blick“.
“Noch Ein Bier, Bitte”. Basic Intro German 102. See "Blick"
"Schinkenbrot". The favorite sandwich for GI's at Korn's. Cost 25 cents in the 60's. See Kulmbacher.
*Korn's", Also "Herr Korn's". What they meant when they said “Gemütlichkiet”! A small Gasthaus/Metzgerei in
Oberkotzau. Warm, Friendly. No English spoken but who cared? If you were very smart, you walked there. Still a
small warm and friendly Gasthaus today but with a different beer supplier and no Butcher Shop. Still good but not
Kulmbacher, and no longer Korn's. Now they serve Fatigau Bier. Or was it Tettigau Bier? See Stammtisch and
Stiefel. (Thanks to Joe Dernoga, a jpg is available.)
"Kulmbacher Mönchhofbrau Bier. Bestest Im Welt!". The only Bier at Korn's. 14 cents a glass (halbliter) in the
60's. Available in many flavors including Oster, Weinachts, Fest, Dopple and Treblebock. Usually consumed with
Schinkenbrot. Your tab was kept on a Deckel. Sometimes specialty Bier was in the bottle, but at Korn's most
was Fassbier or Keg beer. If it was fresh from the cellar Herr Korn would warm it for you. He always carried the
kegs, since according to him, rolling a keg was bad for the Bier! You knew you were accepted there when Herr
Korn offered you a toke from his personal snuff dispenser.

DID YOU KNOW? Tom Bryson

For the Ancient Romans, beer was considered a barbarian drink. The oldest proof that beer was brewed
on German soil, comes from around 800 B.C. in the early Hallstatt Period, where beer amphora found
near the present day city of Kulmbach have been dated back to this time. {The Roman} Tacitus, who
first wrote about the ancient Germans or Teutons, put it like this: "To drink, the Teutons have a horrible
brew fermented from barley or wheat, a brew which has only a very far removed similarity to
wine". {However} the ancient Germans regarded beer not only a sacrifice to the gods but they, as in
Egypt, also brewed beer for their own enjoyment. Further, in the Finnish poetic saga Kalewala, 400
verses are devoted to beer but only 200 were needed for the creation of the earth. And according to the
Edda, the great Nordic epic, wine was reserved for the gods, beer belonged to mortals and mead to
inhabitants of the realm of the dead.
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
Tuesday, December 21, 2004 11:33 AM
Fw: Hof Connection update #166 (JM)

----- Original Message ----From: JerryM
To: Chuck Wilson
Sent: Wednesday, December 01, 2004 6:49 PM
Subject: Hof Connection update #166 (JM)

December 1, 2004

Update # 166

At midnite local, the weather report for Hof is "Schnee". Who whould have expected that? And no, it did not
snow in San Diego today.
For some nice weather related pics of the Hof area, go here: http://www.hof-im-web.de/n-wetter.html

More Hof History: (Pay attention! There will be a quiz!)
Short history of the city (From: "The Historical Hof. A Walk through the City.")
The earliest history of settlements in the region of the river Regnitz, i.e. around the city of Hof, is unknown. The
settlement "Regnizi" around the church St. Lorenzkirche, which was supposedly built in 1080, formed the present old town of
Hof . Not far from this old settlement the Earl Otto of Andechs, Duke of Meranien, founded the new town, the present Hof
about
1230. After 1248 the governors of Weida received this territory as a fief. The name of the region Vogtland (governors' land)
and
the lion of Weida in the city-arms remind of these times. The governors of Weida built the castle and the fortification. In
1299 the new and the old town were completely burned. In 1373 Friedrich V., the Burggrave of Nurnberg bought the
territory
Regnitzland with the city of Hof. The city of Hof belonged first to the Burggrave of Nurnberg, then to the principality of
Brandenburg-Bayreuth and finally to the Kingdom of Prussia. From 1373 to 1806 the Hohenzollern Monarchy governed the
Regnitzland and the city of Hof. Several important historical events happened during this period: the invasion of the Hussits
(1430),
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the construction of a watch-tower (1498), the Reformation (1529), 7 weeks of siege (1553), the horrors of the 30 Years War
and
several conflagrations. At the peace of Tilsit, the principality of Bayreuth together with the city of Hof were given to France.
In
1810 the province came to the Kingdom of Bavaria. In September of 1823 a conflagration destroyed 9/10 of the
buildings in the new town. There upon it was reconstructed in a classicistical style of architecture. This is the reason why the
city
seems to be younger then it is. With the connection to the railway line after 1848, Hof became a modern industrial city.

Even though you are updating your virus protection systems DAILY you should be aware that the bad guys can
get ahead of the good guys in delivering the virus laden nasties to your mail box. ISP based protection schemes
are notoriously slow in updating. Do not open or click on any suspicious file link or attachment, even though you
know the sender. If you receive doubtful messages, check back with the sender via a fresh email, not via a reply.
If you think you have been infected but your computer still operates, you can check your system for diseased
parts for free at www.trendmicro.com among others. (tnx Phil Ruth).

We hope that each of you enjoyed the Thanksgiving Holiday with family and friends without
adding an extra 5lbs to your frame. ☺

NOTE 1 - The Hof Connection Newsletter will be mailed 11 January 2005 to members that have
renewed their membership for FY5. Members that renewed their membership after October 10, 2004,
and those renewing before January 5, will receive a new Master Hof Roster in January. If you don’t
know your membership status, contact HofReunion@aol.com.
NOTE 2 - Ron Robinson is currently in the midst of serious chemotherapy and radiation treatment.
Your prayers and support would be appreciated.
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION:
Richard & Shannon Delp

= rbdelp02@comcast.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Jim & Sue Beard
FY5
Jerry & Ginnie Piehl

FY5

jpbcsb@msn.com
Gerjin@aol.com

NEW MEMBERS:
DONATIONS:
Chuck Babcock
Jim & Sue Beard
Jerry & Ginnie Piehl

$25.00
$10.00
$10.00

NEW FINDS:
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Larry Mangus
Mable Cherry

FINAL FLYBY:

Laporte, IN
Crestview, FL

l_m_us_@yahoo.com
chdane@badsector.com

Enoch Eubanks
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<HofReunion@aol.com>
<CALIFGUY9@aol.com>
Thursday, December 09, 2004 4:44 AM
HOF UPDATE # 167

Hof Connection Update
#167

9 Dec. 04

Hof Association Secretary (Jerry Mangas) = hofreunion@fast.net

US Postal Address Remains:
Hof Reunion Association, PO Box 276883 , Sacramento, CA 95827-6883
Send Changes of Address To: HofReunion@aol.com

Bill Bacon writes:
"Interesting material about Hof Kaserne! I did note one comment which may
mislead some folks: 'occupation duty ended in 1945.' It may have ended for the
engineer battalion in 1945, but the occupation officially continued another 10
years, into 1955, which was the year I began my first tour in Germany (in
Kaufbeuren) and got an occupation campaign ribbon."
Bill is quite right. Occupation duty ended in late 1945 only for that battalion. More
on the history of the Kaserne and it's assigned units thru the years in this and
later issues.

For a really neat schedule of Advent, Christmas and New Years and New Year's
Eve events in Hof, as well as an interesting animated pic of the St. Michaelaskirche
in Altstadt, go here: http://www.dekanat-hof.de/weihnachten.htm
The Hof Connection Newsletter will be mailed 11 January 2005 to
members that have renewed their membership for FY5. Members that
renewed their membership after October 10, 2004, and those renewing
before January 5, will receive a new Master Hof Roster in January. If you
don’t know your membership status, contact HofReunion@aol.com.
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What happens in Las Vegas stays in Las Vegas. What happens in Biloxi, however,
is another story!
Can't you just hear the William Tell Overture humming away in the background?
Who was that masked man?

Ron Robinson is currently in the midst of serious chemotherapy and radiation
treatment. Your prayers and support would be appreciated.
A note from Verena Dudley re: Connection update 166 that said: "I walked the
familiar streets, entered churches, visited all the old places that are very dear to
me Thank you, Thank you." prompts me to include this pic and link for those of
you that lived in LIpperts/Leopoldsgrün. This aerial pic, from 1962, probably by
the Grenzschutz, considering the border proximity, is of the fire pond in Lipperts
and includes the house Pat and I lived in in 67/68 after my son was born. The links
below will take you thru Lipperts and Leopoldsgrün, old and new, now
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incorporated as a single town. You will find that not a lot has changed. As one guy
commented: "Even the manure piles are still the same"!. The aerial pics are at

http://www.leupoldsgruen.de/bilder/html/hist__luftaufnahmen.html
or just go to http://www.leopoldsgruen.de/ and enjoy the whole site (auf Deutch).

More bits from the GI Hofersprache Glossary:
Fasching... That indescribable period of social irresponsibility (Isn't that polite?) that
starts on 11/11 at 11:11 (yes, same time the WW I Armistice started) and lasts till
Ash Wednesday eve and finishes with a really big Fasching party. During Fasching,
if you needed something done on the economy, it wasn't going to happen quickly,
as in "Macht nicht, ist Fasching!". Fasching is/was one really long party if you liked
parties. And Hofers REALLY like parties. . Just sorta like Madi Gras, but lasts
months longer.
Glatt Eis... or glat ice. Black ice, Actually smooth or slick ice. Invisible on the
autobahn road surface and dangerous to your health. Bad stuff for Mox Nix trucks.
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But HEY.. it's Fasching.

Early Kaserne History:
Did you know: That the Kaserne was constructed in 1935/36 as a part of the rearmament of Germany (in violation of the Versailles Treaty) at a cost of about 3,500,000
RMarks? That the single story buildings that later became part of the UNRRA (DP) camp were
originally the temporary living quarters or "e-heims" for the engineer battalions that took part
in the construction of the Kaserne? That part of the land for the Kaserne was given to the
Reich at no cost by the City of Hof and that the remainder was "purchased" from the
Hospitalstiftung Hof and the Lutheran Churches of Hof? That no permanent military base had
been located in Hof prior to this because it was felt that "No soldier could withstand the rigors
of a Bavarian winter"? Or "Das rauhe Klima könner kein Soldat vertragen (Bayrisch Sibirien)"
My German is not good enough to make that one up. And that Major (later Generalmajor)
Hüttner was the first Commandant of the base? That the first "Patron" or namesake of the
Kaserne was General Schmidtler, a Bavarian WW I hero? Followed, of course, by our own
USAAF 2nd LT Kingsley in 1948 and finally Generalmajor Hüttner (An Oberfrankener) in 1985?

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION:
= river1940@sbcglobal.net
Don Riverkamp
John & Teresa O’brian, Homosassa, FL 352-382-2595 obrien35242@yaho.com
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
David & Karin Dickson
FY5
Tony & Adelgunde Gambone FY5
Tom & Rosy Halbert
FY5
Ned & Barbara Imboden
FY5
Roger & Carol Preslar
FY5
David & Pat Sage
FY5
Jim & MaryEllen Weber
FY5

dickson@chartermi.net
anthony.gambone@highmark.com
tjhalbert@yahoo.com
casbink@sbcglobal.net
rpreslar@tampabay.rr.com
DESage72@aol.com
tuggly@hotmail.com

NEW MEMBERS:
DONATIONS:
Joe & Carol Derringer

$100.

David & Karin Dickinson
Tony & Adi Gambone
Dave & Pat Sage

$ 5
$ 10
$ 5

NEW FINDS:
Alan & Brenda Dodson

Fancy Farm, KY

adotson@wk.net

FINAL FLYBY: If you know of a Hof Colleague Name missing from the Final Flyby List, please
let HofReunion @aol.com know.
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:
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Obituary: John Magyar
John J. Magyar was born February 1936 in Chicago, Illinois to Stephania and John Magyar. Seven years
later, John's brother George completed the family.
John graduated from Hirsch High School and then attended Drake University. He joined the United
States Air Force in 1957 and held the position of translator.
While stationed in Hof, Germany, John met Elfie and they fell in love. They married and their first son
Stefan was born in 1962. Soon after, John ended his military service and he moved his young family to
his hometown of Chicago. In 1963, John and Elfie welcomed their second child, a daughter named
Marina.
John and his family stayed in Chicago for many years. During this time, John explored a variety of
opportunities in sales, a field which he had a natural gift. John often said, "A Magyar can sell anything".
In 1974, John moved his family to Denver, Colorado. It was there that John found his true niche - the car
business. After many years of working both as a salesman and a manager, John opened his own car
dealership. The dealership flourished for many years and after it closed, John returned to car sales
working for larger franchise dealerships. During his years in the car business, John built up a large
clientele and he was proud of the fact that their loyalty spanned multiple generations.
John enjoyed movies, keeping current with sports, and traveling. People liked being around John
because he was outgoing, compassionate, and generous. John was the type of person who put everyone
else first, usually forgetting about himself in the process. John's greatest passion was his family. He was
always there to give a hug or lend a hand. His words of wisdom were given with care and concern.
John's departure will leave a large void in the lives of all of those who knew him.
John is survived by his wife Elfie, son Stefan, daughter Marina, daughter-in-law Kristina, granddaughter
Chelsea, brother George, sister-in-law Mae, sister-in-law Trudy, as well as numerous other relatives and
friends.
John will forever be remembered and loved.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This document and the attached files, if any, are intended only for the addressees and may contain information
which is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. If this email has been sent to you by
mistake, please inform us by reply email and then delete the email, destroy any printed copy, and do not disclose
or use the information in it. Any review, use, transmission, or dissemination of this message and/or any attached
files is prohibited. There is no warranty that this email is error- or virus-free. This email is copyrighted.
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<HofReunion@aol.com>
<CALIFGUY9@aol.com>
Tuesday, December 14, 2004 11:38 PM
Hof Update # 168

Hof Connection Update #168

14 December 2004

Hof Association Secretary (Jerry Mangas) = hofreunion@fast.net

US Postal Address Remains:
Hof Reunion Association, PO Box 276883 , Sacramento, CA 95827-6883

Send Changes of Address To: HofReunion@aol.com

If you plan to submit a short article for publication in the January Hof Connection
Newsletter, send it in NOW to Phil Murray philm11@earthlink.net

IMPORTANT

NOTICE

Do you enjoy reading the "Weekly Update" and viewingthe
AssociationWebsite? We hope so! We also hope that you are doing your
share to help cover Association Operating Expenses.We thank all of you that
have submitted your FY5 dues and we encourage the procrastinators to submit
there duesnow. If you can't afford the $15 annual fee, please let us know. The
Association E-mail address book will be updated over the next two weeks.
Help us serve you by making sure that your membership is up to date so that
you will continue to receive the Hof Connection Newsletter and Weekly
Updates. If you are not sure of your membership status, ask HofReunion
@aol.com.
Gary Cherpes is the first to claim that he knows the secret identity of the Mysterious
Masked Man mentioned in the #167 update. If Gary is correct, he gets to claim his prize
at the Nashville Reunion, if and only if he can whistle the entire William Tell Overture
thru his teeth!
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CA Russel says that Ogden, UT, the Sister City of Hof/Saale, is having a fest in
January. Members living in the nearby area may enjoy attending the Ski Fest. The city
council in Ogden gave it's coveted "Big Hat" award to the Hof/Saale Oberburgermeister a
few years ago.

From Phil Ruth: A previously highly classified, compartmented, eyes only listing of why it
is better to work somewhere else. He claims not to know the origin, date or
circumstances of this message (Obviously written by Trick Trash about the Day Ladies)
but if you know the answer as to who Fearless Fred was, please let us all in on the
secret. (Next week we will ask about "The Green Fog"!)
ADVANTAGES OF WORKING SOMEWHERE ELSE.
WHEN YOU WORK TRICK YOU GET:
A. TO WORK MIDS.
B. TO PULL CLEAN-UP.
C. TO PULL SQUADRON DETAIL.
D. TO GO TO COMMANDER'S CALL, PAY CALL, ETC. ON OFF DUTY TIME.
E. TO EAT ROTGUT CHOW FROM FEARLESS FRED'S.
F. TO MAKE COFFEE FOR DAY WORKERS.
G. TO DONATE PARKAS FOR OTHER UNIT SECTIONS.
H. TO GET "PUNISHED" FOR ""EXCESSIVE"" DRINKING.
I. TO GET SEMI-PRIVATE ROOMS THAT YOU CAN SHARE WITH 8 OTHER MEN.
J. TO GET TO THE BARBER AND MONEY ORDER CLERK WHEN POSSIBLE.
K. TO ATTEND DUTY MEETINGS ON OFF DUTY TIME.
WHEN YOU WORK DAYS YOU GET:
1. TO WORK DAYS (SOMETIMES).
2. TO GO TO FORMATIONS DURING DUTY HOURS.
3. TO GO IN FOR CHOW (REAL FOOD).
4. TO DRINK TRICK COFFEE.
5. TO PUNISH OTHERS FOR "EXCESSIVE DRINKING".
6. TO "TAKE OFF" FOR HAIRCUTS, MONEY ORDERS, ETC.
7. TO GET YOUR WORK AREA CLEANED BY TRICK WORKING SWINE.
( I can personally attest to the fact that #7 is NOT true after a year in OPN-EXP-1. Ed.)

And from Donn Koenig, re "Day Ladies" (and modern political correctness)...
"Just a note to let you know how one of those phrases from Hof got me into trouble when I thought it was
used universally, at least in the intelligence community. We (at the Agency) had just gotten a small,
temporary shift operation underway and I, on the swing shift, realized that a working aid existed that we did
not have available on the shift operation. I wrote a note in the logbook about how the 'day ladies' should
find that aid and make it available for the shift workers.
Now it just so happened that the day shift the next morning was being covered by three women and they
thought I was talking about them, rather than the ops support people who were not actually in the shift
operation. They took great offense at being called 'day ladies' and it took a while for me to live that down
because the women asked other guys and the guys (mainly navy CT types) had never heard of it being
used for the day-time ops support people."
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Another note from CA Russell:
Kenny Wertz' band is going to be on PAX TV, on a reality show called Cold Turkey, in February about
midway thru the show. They will be surprising contestants real early some morning with a rendition of "Old
Joe Clark"
The show is about people trying to quit smoking, some "reality show" thing..
Kenny is probably one of the best, if not the best banjo player around. Before he came to Hof, he
had played in the Disneyland Banjo Band and while we were roomies in 1965 he was teaching himself
classical guitar (JM).
Herman L Naron wrote:
Jerry, I believe that John Magyar was best known to some of us as "Rock Hudson".
Do you know of anyone who could confirm or deny that?
hnaron@Knology.net

John was also called "The Count."
Ed Chase edluch@charter.net
More bits from the Glossary:
Swings... the evening shift, 4-12 PM.
Mids... 12 midnite to 8AM.
Days... You figure it out.
Bleed night... The sacrificial act of staying up all night after your last swing shift
so you could sleep all the next day and be ready to spend the next night staying
awake defending the free world. Usually spent in a Gasthaus nearby doing some
serious consumption of adult malted beverages. See: Gasthaus, Gaststätte,
Bierstübe and Polizei Stunde.
Polizei Stunde... The mandatory Curfew hours. During a bleed night exercise, a
collection was taken up in advance to pay the fine for violating curfew (Last
Call), If the Police did not visit and cite the owner for a Polizeistunde violation,
the owner got to keep the money. Sort of bribery in reverse. I never did see an
owner busted.
Bleed Day... The self-sacrificial act of staying up all day after your last mid shift
so you could sleep that night and stay awake during your next day shift. Day
Ladies knew nothing of these trials and tribulations.
Bleed or Bleeding... What your eyes looked like during a Bleed day or a Bleed
night.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT! At the time of this writing the snowdepth in Döbraberg is:
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Aktuelle Schneehöhe: 0 cm
but somebody managed to come up with a neat winter scene or two...

from here: http://www.doebra.de/Wintersport/Winterbilder/winterbilder.htm



from a still secret website. This must be a summer-time picture. More soon.
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DID YOU KNOW?

That after WW II, when the area was used on Flak missions, that
Döbraberg has a more recent 40 year military history to look back on? That the first
(military) building construction on the 794 meter peak were started in 1960/61 under the direction
of OFD Nürnberg and the Luftwaffe and the US Air Force transfered here from Hohe Saas in 1963.
Or that the first Luftwaffe unit was the 14./Fernmeldregiment 32?

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION:
Ned Imboden
=
John & Barbara Jack
Fred Wonder
Carol Mishler

nedimboden@sbcglobal.net
barbaranc7@aol.com
democrat@longlines.com
clmjjj@yahoo.com

=
=
=

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Lloyd & Carol Brown
Wade & Gladys Fink
John & Teresa O’Brian
John & Pat Karnstedt
Carol Mishler
Len & Nancy Pape
Jimmy & Peggy Pattillo
Bill & Helga Stephens
Vaughn & Nedra Vakulick

FY5
FY5
FY5
FY5
WE5
FY5
FY5
FY5
FY5

odissy1@neb.rr.com
wfink@scattercreekcom
obrien35242@yahoo.com
Karn@qnet.com
clmjjj@yahoo.com
lenpape@wincup.com
jpattillo@sbcglobal.net
Hofsalle@charter.net
724-725-0252

NEW MEMBERS:
DONATIONS:
John & Teresa O”Brien

$10

NEW FINDS:
Aaron & Roxie Daily
Willlie and Cathye Ballou

Belmont, MS
Howe, TX

662-454-7640

FINAL FLYBY: Tedd Mishler

OBITUARY (Chesterton Tribune)
Teddy Earl Mishler, 66, formerly of Chesterton, died Sunday, Sept. 26, 2004 in
Virginia. He was born Apr. 2, 1938 in Warsaw, IN, the son of the late John G.
Mishler and Arles Kayren (Greene) Mishler.
On Sept. 9, 1967 in Chicago, he married Carol Lee Basile, who survives.
He is also survived by two sons, James Mishler of Iola, Wis. and John Mishler
of Virginia Beach, Va.; a daughter, Joanna Mishler of San Jose, Cal.; two sisters,
Eyvette (Jan) Rose of La Porte, Ind., and Sonja (Ward) New of El Paso, Tex.; a
sister-in-law, Rosemary Rezzardi of Crestwood, Ill.; and many, many loving
nieces and nephews.
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He graduated from La Porte High School in 1956 and joined the Air Force as a
linguist. He and Carol moved to Chesterton in 1973. He worked at Bethlehem
Steel until 1976, when he received his Juris Doctor and opened a law practice in
northwestern Indiana. He was the Standing Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Trustee for
the South Bend District from 1987 until Sept. 2003, when he re-opened his own
practice in Michigan City and South Bend. He retired in July 2004.
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This document and the attached files, if any, are intended only for the addressees and may contain
information which is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. If this email has
been sent to you by mistake, please inform us by reply email and then delete the email, destroy any
printed copy, and do not disclose or use the information in it. Any review, use, transmission, or
dissemination of this message and/or any attached files is prohibited. There is no warranty that this
email is error- or virus-free. This email is copyrighted.
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Subject: Hof Update 169
From: <HofReunion@aol.com>
Date: Tue, 21 Dec 2004 21:33:00 EST
To: <CALIFGUY9@aol.com>

Hof Connection Update#169

hofreunion@fast.net

21 December 2004

in response to a Jerry and Hilde Middendorf question, this is the Reunion logo
by Barry Springsteen

Wir wünchen ihnen und ihren ein schönes, glückliches, und fröhliches Weihnachten!
from the Board of Directors...Hof Reunion Association
Merry Christmas

With apologies in advance to: Major Henry Livingston Jr. (1748-1828)

The low winter sun on the new-fallen snow
Gave a glimmer like moonlight to Hofers below,
When, what to my mid-bleeding eyes should appear,
But a miniature Fow-Vay, pulled by eight tiny Reh-deer.

photographer unknown
@2003?
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Santa goes High Tech!
This is Santa's GPS coordinates map of where all the good little children live. Santa programs these coordinates into his GPS
guidance system (which is rather an amazing piece of gear if you have never used one ) and simply follows the directions, giving
constant guidance to his reindeer (Reh-deer?).
Notice that there are NO good little children in North Korea (that blank area above South Korea near southern Japan). Notice also
that huge smear of light on the north east coast of the U.S.. That's my house. Trust me... He'll be here! Notice also how few
bright spots there are in California? Hmmmmm?

The original image is here: http://www.nasa.gov/images/content/49259main_flat_earth_nightm.jpe
Wallpaper size images are available of the flat world above, the US and of Europe.

From Miles Nelson:
...just read through the last update, and thank you all for the shift change memories!
I remember the 6/2/6/2/6/3 shifts that we worked most of the time I was there. We did try some 12 hour shifts in this cycle for a
while, and broke the system down into half of the shift working the first 6 hours, ( the non-to-light bleeders). Then the
bleeders-to-BLOODY MARYS, (a term I just made up), for the guys who I remember that gave the term, "continuous" bleeding a
new science, took the 2nd half of the shift! We thought this was a great shift, didn't we, Dick Barry! Let's see if he remembers
that one, guys!
It is said that critical skills, learned (during) total traumatic experience, when administered in large doses, (or brainwashing
as we called it in the Cold War years), given to young homo sapiens at very impressionable ages, (17-20 years) either sets your
course in life in basic impressions, and/or creates a MONSTER!
Things like: close order drill, that still leave me with leading off on the left foot, and subconsciously counting cadence! Then
there is the half clenched fist and swing of opposite arm mittender opposite step that stayed with me.
About two weeks ago, I watched a pretty special episode of "NCI", concerning a WWII Marine and his war background. In this
story, they brought out the old, "you will always remember your serial number!", for those of us before SSN's took over. We do
remember! Or I do, so at least some of my long term memory is intact.
But for me, the rotating shift work, to "ON CALL", work has remained with me these 40 years since discharge 10/22/64. I have
never held a job that required me to be indoors for any length of time, (especially not in dimly lit windowless rooms!) (and) I
never became a "DAY LADY", couldn't stand to work the 9-5 routine!

Where are they now?
From Gary Cherpes: ( tmcphoto1@aol.com )
I wonder if we could add a column in the newsletter called: "Where are they now" or "Does anyone know where these people
are" and then give the name & e-mail address of the person looking for him or her...
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I have been looking for our old "Bendix Tech Rep called Jolly John...his real name was John Aback and he was in Hof from 1956
to at least 1961 or so...maybe some of the other 602nd or 606th people know of him..I found his name on a Bendix roster but not
many are in the U.S. and nobody has responded to my letters .

In edition #168 I asked if anybody could identify "Fearless Fred". Somebody sent the answer but I lost it in a minor file crash.
Please resend that message. I remember the note said Fred was a Tech Sergeant and Mess Sergeant in the early 60's but the
rest is lost in the bit bucket.

Awhile back I asked my "walking dictionaries" (Tnx Ken Kelley) , the Hoferin, about the use of the various words for good-bye in
Hoferisch... The specific was how to translate "Hasta la vista, Baby". The funniest answer might have been "Servus, Schatz!" but I
also got the following from Chuck Wilson when I asked how to spell "Chuss"...
Na denn Tschüß!
der vorwiegend im nördlichen Deutschland verwendete, sich jedoch nach Süden hin ausbreitende Abschiedsgruß "Tschüß" (älter
"Adschüß") ist abgeleitet von niederdt. ad(j)us, dieses wiederum kommt aus dem romanischen Sprachbereich, wo es uns als span.
adios, portug. adéus, ital. addío, rumän. adio, franz. adieu begegnet und eigentlich "zu Gott (hin)" (lat. ad deum) bedeutet (vgl.
die dt. Grußformeln "Gott befohlen", "geh mit Gott"). Es gibt auch eine ältere franz. Form adé, aus der das im süddeutschen Raum
benutzte "Ade" herrührt (schwäb. auch mit Diminutiv "Adele"). Inwieweit bzw. ob das ähnlich klingende italienische "ciao" [tschao]
mit "Tschüß" verwandt ist, konnte nicht geklärt werden.
Neuerdings ist, besonders unter jungen Leuten, für "Tschüß" das aus franz. "adieu" abgeleitete "Tschö" in Mode gekommen.
So apparently it seems that "Tschö, Bebe" would now be in fashion?
It was also acknowleged that the original "Hasta la vista, Baby!" would be universally understood by any German.

BTW, one of the BEST on-line dictionaries with over 3 million queries a day, which is used by several of our WEB investigators is
LEO (Link Everything Online at:
http://dict.leo.org/?lp=ende&lang=en&searchLoc=0&cmpType=relaxed&relink=on&sectHdr=on&spellToler=std&search=Tsch%FCss
Use it for single words, in either direction from German to English or English to German and it will also do idioms if you dig deep
enough into their system.

For far more than you ever wanted to know about our Saale River, also known as the "Saxon Saale" which flows into the Elbe
from the Fichtel and on thru Hof, as opposed to the "Franken Saale" which flows into the Main from Kulmbach, go here:
http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/Saale

Webcam view from the steps of the Old Rathaus
in Plauen into the Market Square.
Monday evening 20/12/04 (or 12/20/04 if you like).
This has to be an incredible change
from our Cold War days?
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And just in time for this year (or next, since they improve with age) a recipe for what Chuck Wilson assures me is the BEST
Stollen in the known world....

DRESDNER STOLLEN:
2 Lbs Regular Flour (Not Self-rising) plus 1 ½ cup.
1 Lb plus 2 sticks unsalted butter (melted)
¾ Cup Sugar
4 Pkg Yeast (Fleischmann’s RapidRise Yeast ¼ Oz Pkg)
1 Dash Salt
2 Eggs – 1 Lemon –Juice & rind
3 Vanillazucker or 3 Tsp Vanilla

½ Pkg Backpulver or 2 tsp. (Baking poweder)
½ Lb ground almonds
1 Lb golden raisins or regular raisins (Soak in ¾ to 1 cup Rum overnight) (my favorite part. Ed.)
8oz glazed citron ground
4oz glazed orange peel ground
2 Cups Lukewarm Milk
Powdered Sugar
Put flour in big mixing bowl (make a dent in middle of flour)
Disolve yeast in Milk; pour into dent in flour. Sprinkle salt on
outside of flour. Cover and let rise for 30-35 minutes.
Melt 1 lb + 1 stick of butter (Set the other stick aside) Cool
Butter to lukewarm. Add all other ingredients.
Knead everything together after first 30-35 minutes.
Cover and let rise 1 hour. Knead again and let rise 1 more hour.
YOU WILL NEED TWO COOKIE SHEETS
Preheat oven to 325 degrees

Divide dough by 4 and form 4 Stollens.
Place 2 on each cookie sheet. Place one cookie sheet in oven
(Cover other Stollen or cookie sheet with towel) and bake
at 325 degrees for 50-55 minutes (Not too Dark)
Melt last stick of butter about five minutes before Stollen are done.
When you remove the first cookie sheet from oven, put next
cookie sheet into the oven. As soon as each batch of stollen is done,
brush with butter and dust with powdered Sugar.
QUESTIONS?

Call Monika (916) 366-7201

At 05:30 AM, 12/21/04, there was no snow anywhere on the German radar weather map. Not even in Hof!
http://www.wetter.com/v2/?SID=&LANG=DE&LOC=0270&LOCFROM=0202

Interesting Website for those that served in Northern Japan, with great pictures!
http://b66.info/Japan-Files/Wakkanai/index.html
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Please Send Changes of Address, both Email and Snailmail To:

HofReunion@aol.com

Hof Association Secretary (Jerry Mangas) =
US Postal Address Remains:

hofreunion@fast.net

Hof Reunion Association, PO Box 276883 , Sacramento, CA 95827-6883

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION: None
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:

Ron & Bonnie Arel
Carole Barron

FY5
WE5

Ralph & Jean Christianson
Cecil & Mildred Clanton
Jim & Delia Rose Helfer

FY6

Mike & Laura Detzler
Rick & Sonja Douthit
Jack & Peggy Farrell

FY5
FY5

FY5

Helga (Victor-D) Marrone WE5

Ron & Pat Nigg

rwchrist@excel.net
cepol@cafes.net

jim.helfer@bellsouth.com

FY5
FY5

Dan & Barbara Haywood

ronbonarel@hotmail.com

carol@optech-center.net

mdetzler@thenewcontinental.com
rickdouhit2@comcast.net

pegsguy@comcast.net

FY5

Heydanwood@aol.com

818-886-8779

FY5

nortap56@bellsouth.net

Henry & Karin Naron
FY5
hnaron@knology.net
Marion(Bacon)&Roger Oelke
FY5
Rogeroelk@aol.com

Gary Sanborn
Patricia Schiermeister
Jim & Linda Sever

FY5

FY5
WE5

sever@datasync.com

Harold(aka) Wade Simpson FY5
Ron & Marilyn Suriano
FY5
Bill & Helen Toni
FY5
Gerald & Carole Vogel
FY5
Gene & Rosemarie Wetzel FY5
Jim & Loretta Worthy
FY5

gsanborn@psyber.com
brewster41@cox.net
wade_tex_simpson@yahoo.com

RonMarilyn@aol.com
Bilhelentoni@aol.com

jcvog@juno.com
r.wetzel@cbmove.com
jworthy@brightok.net

NEW MEMBERS: No new additions
DONATION: Anonymous

$20

NEW FINDS:
Jerry & Diane Cyncynatus
Chargrin OH
cyncynatus@yahoo.com
Don & Sharon Garrison
Mt Pleasant, TX
903-572-0374
Donald Roth
Crofton, MD
flyer38@starpower.net
Patricia Schiermeister
Augusta, KS
brewster41@cox.net
FINAL FLYBY: Joe “Buns”Caldwell, Gene “Raymond”Crytzer,
Marvin Teel, Robert Pafford, George McMillin, Bruce Schiermeister

Obituaries
Submitted, by Ed Chase, Hof,1957 to 1960
Joe Caldwell
My good buddy, who arrived in Hof in January of 1957 and worked with me in the old R/D department of ops. Joe "Buns"
Caldwell was a great guy who became a succesful sportswriter covering the Winston Cup Race circuit, among other
things, for the Nashville newspaper. He had several articles in national publications. He was a 292X2.

LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN: No new additions (which is a nice thing!)

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This document and the attached files, if any, are intended only for the addressees and may contain
information which is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. If this email has
been sent to you by mistake, please inform us by reply email and then delete the email, destroy any
printed copy, and do not disclose or use the information in it. Any review, use, transmission, or
dissemination of this message and/or any attached files is prohibited. There is no warranty that this

6/22/2007 11:45 AM

Hof Update 169

6 of 6

email is error- or virus-free. This email is copyrighted.
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
"Hof Reunion at Fast.Net" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Monday, February 21, 2005 7:54 PM
Fw: Hof Connection #170

----- Original Message ----From: Hof Reunion at Fast.Net
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Tuesday, December 28, 2004 9:11 PM
Subject: Fw: Hof Connection #170

the hof connection update #170

hofreunion@fast.net

Happy New Year to One and All
und Guten Rutsch ins Jahr 2005!
more Extracts from the Glossary:
Ausfahrt. Exit on the Autobahn. As in “There sure are a lot of towns called Ausfahrt”.
Rastplatz. An Autobahn rest area. Sometimes just a wide spot on the highway with girl trees and boy trees. If you
shut your eyes you were invisible.
Fow Vay... German pronunciation of VW. Usually the Beetle model. Went great in the snow but lacked a serious
heater or defroster. Serious heaters were important in Oberfranken in the winter when it Hof'd. Remember trying
to drive one while looking thru those little clear spots in the corners of the windshield?
Autobahn, also Autostrada... The superhighways built initially by Hitler. Mostly no speed limits! If you owned a
40's. 50's or 60's VW Beetle, the lack of speed limits didn't matter.
Woofin'... What you did not do in a standard Fow Vay... Driving fast on the Autobahn or elsewhere... as in “Man,
you were really woofin'” (thanks Tom Mikloiche)

11/26/2006

Page 2 of 6

And we thought we had it rough from time to time?

Early Kaserne History:

Spring 1952. 332nd Communications Recon Company. Formerly the 116th

ASA Signal Service Company.

(Ed. comment: Tracking and following US Army unit lineage thru Europe in the post WW II and Occupation period is difficult at best for us zoomie
types but CA Russell found an excellent source of info and some of it follows here. Very sharp eyed historians will note that the patch above is the
same used by SHAEF during WW II.)

In June 1950, the North Korean Army drove south in an attempt to unify their country which had been divided along
the 38th parallel at the end of WWII. When the US Army started looking for the SIGINT support they thought they
had, they could only come up with the 60th Signal Service Company at Ft. Lewis WA. Soon the 114th and the 116th
(Signal Service Companies. ed.) were ordered to get back into their roles as SIGINT support units for elements of 7th
Army Europe. The original 116th operations mission was picked up from Scheyern, and was continued as assigned by
NSA, dropping it for any period the unit hit the autobahn for a new location (there were to be many).
In May 1951, the unit was march-ordered up to Coburg where operations was resumed on the Flugplatz above the
Coburg Castle (Photo of Coburg Castle) and (Another Photo of Coburg Castle), with the billeting area set up in pup
tents along and in the wood line (Photo of solder along wood line) and (Photo of pup tents in wooded area). After a
couple of weeks in pup tents troops were moved into town to share a kaserne with the US Constabulary border patrol
force.
In July that same year, 1951, the unit moved back into the French Zone of Occupation and set up operations on a hill
above the French Army's kaserne that was to be vacated by the French troops. While the troops were allowed the use
of shower facilities and other amenities in the French Kaserne, they remained billeted in pup tents (Photo of pup tents
in French zone) until their departure for Heilbronn in October. In Heilbronn operations were again resumed on a
Flugplatz, with billeting in pup tents set up in the woods. On 31 October 51, barracks, in Badnerhof Kaserne were
ready and the unit was finally billeted in what was believed to be a permanent garrison; dependent quarters were
allotted for the married troops. The 502d Group and the 302d Battalion were moved into the Kaserne also, which we
shared with two transportation trucking companies. At this point in time all units were redesignated as
Communications Reconnaissance units. The 116th became the 332nd Communications Reconnaissance Company).
In spring 1952, the unit moved up to Hof, a border town, and set operations not too far from the east-west border.
During this and subsequent moves the families were left behind in Heilbronn. Small units were sent to set up
operations in the wood line on the edge of the east-west buffer zone for better reception of low level signals. Again,
operations was set up in a field (Near the Flugplatz judging by info from other sources) and pup tents were used for
billets. Shower and other facilities were available a few kilometers away in Bayreuth. (That's a long way to hike for a
shower!) In October the unit returned to operations and billets in Heilbronn.

Edited from Jim Clinton's excellent website: http://www.nasaa-home.org/temple/clinton.htm
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Thanks to Dirke Vallo, here is a slightly different version of Hof/Saale history from Brainy Encyclopedia, and if
you have a copy of the board game "Hof Gap", please let Gary Dempsey know. He has been searching for one for
a while.

From BrainyEncyclopedia

Hof, Germany
Hof is a city located on the banks of the Saale in the northeastern corner of the German state of Bavaria,
in the Franconia region, hard by the Czech border and the forested Fichtelgebirge upland region.
The city of Hof is enclosed by, but does not belong to the Bavarian district of Hof; it is nonetheless the
district's administrative seat.
Hof was originally called Rekkenze and established around the year 1080. The settlement was first
mentioned 1214 and became a town in 1319. After a rather uneventful history, the town became
Prussian in 1792, French in 1806 and finally Bavarian in 1810. In 1823, the town was virtually
destroyed by a fire. In 1945, there was minor destruction due to aerial attacks. From 1945 to 1990 Hof
lay very close to the border between East Germany and West Germany. In 1989 thousands of East
German citizens, who had demanded the right to travel or emigrate to West Germany and had been
allowed to do so, first arrived on western soil at Hof's railroad station, having been placed on a special
train and officially "expelled" by the East German government.
The city's most important work of art, the Hofer altar, dates from about 1465 and is exhibited in the Alte
Pinakothek in Munich today. The Heidenreich organ in the parish church of St. Michaelis, completed in
1834, is considered one of Bavaria's finest.
Hof is known for two local "delicacies", namely Schnitz, a kind of hotpot, and sausages boiled in a
portable, coal-fired brass cauldron, which are sold in the streets by the sausage man (Wärtschlamo in the
local dialect). There is also a particularly strong beer (Schlappenbier), which is available only on the
first Monday after trinity sunday (Schlappentag). This tradition dates back to the establishment of the
town militia in 1432, whose members wore wooden clogs (Schlappen).

Trivia
Hof is also known as Bavarian Siberia because temperatures are usually several degrees lower than in
most other parts of Bavaria, particularly in winter, and because civil servants were often transferred to
Hof as a punishment.
Wargamers might know Hof from the game Hof Gap published by Simulations Publications, Inc (SPI)
in 1980. The game was not well received in Hof itself.

External links


Official homepage of the city (in German)
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Thanks to Sam Brown, 61-63, Fearless Fred has been identified! "Fearless" was TSgt. Fred Stewart, who was
the Mess Sargeant at the 6915 RSM Messhall. He was stationed at Hof, maybe from 1960 to 1964 or longer.

and from Phil murray: To my recollection Fred was a TSgt, ran the Mess Hall and was a freindly sort (but) we
did, however. have some doubt about his technical abilities and we did get a lot of pre-WWII canned ham under
his tenure. However, I'm not sure if his name was really "Fred."

In 2002 about 200 brave souls dusted off their fading Deutchesprache and found their way back to the land of
Bratwurst and Bier (no... not Milwaukee). The changes to the city were incredible; for example, there is now a
McDonald's further out on Kulbacher Str. from the Kaserne and the Blick is now an "All the ribs you can
eat" Mexican Restaurant. But if you poked around, a lot of the old was still very much there, just well mixed in
with the new. One example of the new is the "Ganz Oben" phrase above the newsletter which is part of the new
City logo... "At the very top of Bavaria"
Here's another example of the "new"... in Fernweh Park near the Saale is a "Sign Forest" with signs from literally
all over the world. The Hof Reunion Group added their two Euro's worth as well. (By the way. Just where did that
2nd Cav jeep come from that showed up at the park that day? Anybody know? Is the Army missing one?).

http://www.route50.com/sing%20forest.htm
or
http://www.fernweh-park.de/
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Our activities are listed under "sign events" then "big events" then find "Hof Reunion, Greetings from coast to
coast".

In update #169 I posted a winter pic of the OPN site but said that I didn't know who the photog was. I found my
way back to the original site.... here: http://www.dpast.de/bweloka.htm And the pic was titled: Radarstation:
Blick von der Schrebergartenanlage am Vogelherd

Judging by this Webcam at the Hof Water Works on 12/24, Hof/Saale did NOT have a White Christmas this year!

Houston, however, made up for it by having the first White Christmas in some 150 years.
And no, it did not snow again this Christmas in San Diego.

Happy New Year
CORRECTIONS OR NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
Ted & Cathy Kenish
Jack & Pat Rief

= tedcathyk@yahoo.com
= pjrief57@hotmail.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Gilbert & Mary Beckham
FY5
Ken & Kevin Brown

Sid & Gayle Futrell
Dick & Shirley Lynch

FY5

MarySunny@aol.com
SilverZooman@aol.com

FY5
sidneyfutrell@verizon.net
FY6/7 Lynch.dick@dol.gov
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Mel & Donna Poturalski
FY5
Gordon & Margaret Schultz FY5
Braxton & Wanda Slappey
FY5
Bill & Jeanette Waitman
FY5
Robert & Ginny Ward
FY5
Kenny & Annettte Wertz
FY5

Meldonna@sbcglobal.net

gordymke@wi.rr.com
braxwand@gte.net
417-736-2446
shultzee@worldnet.att.net
kennywertz@yahoo.com

NEW MEMBERS:
DONATION:
Dick & Shirey Lynch

$20.00

NEW FINDS:
Tom & Kim Hosie
Dixfield, ME
207-562-8102
Robert Hutchins (Iowa Vets Home) 2802 S. 2nd St, Marshalltown, IA

FINAL FLYBY:
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This document and the attached files, if any, are intended only for the addressees and may contain information
which is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. If this email has been sent to you by
mistake, please inform us by reply email and then delete the email, destroy any printed copy, and do not disclose
or use the information in it. Any review, use, transmission, or dissemination of this message and/or any attached
files is prohibited. There is no warranty that this email is error- or virus-free. This email is copyrighted.
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
"Hof Reunion at Fast.Net" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Monday, February 21, 2005 7:54 PM
Fw: Hof Connection Update#171(JM)

----- Original Message ----From: Hof Reunion at Fast.Net
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Tuesday, January 04, 2005 10:23 PM
Subject: Fw: Hof Connection Update#171(JM)

connection update #171

changes:
We have begun sending the weekly update from hofreunion@fast.net versus hofreunion@aol.net as
of issue 170. If you know or hear of people missing their issue do to my losing their email address
in the group mailing list switch please let me know ASAP for correction? Thank you. (JM).
As part of the change in the Secretary positions, the bi-yearly hard-copy newsletter will be produced
in PA instead of CA. The newsletter is back from the printers and went to the mailers today. About
750 copies will be snail mailed to all current members and to FY 2003 members who allowed their
dues to lapse. Hopefully we will generate increased interest and membership in that group. If you
find that your own copy did not arrive within approximately two weeks, please advise me and I will
send another. (JM)

security:
(The following section has little to do with Hof itself but everything to do with us as electronically
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related members of the Hof Reunion Association and citizens of the Internet.)

Our new Connection email address, hofreunion@fast.net had not been in use for more than
two days when I began receiving virus-carrying emails from unknown parties at that new
address. Which means that one (or more) of our addressees is "mass-mailer" virus infected.
With the format we are now using, approximately 50 people are in each update mailing and
the addresses are blind-copied, which means that nobody can see nor print the other
addresses on the list. But with 500 people receiving the update, the fast dot net address will
be in those computers and thus susceptible to attack by some of the mass-mailing and remailer viri. Thus the initials after the subject.

As we all know, or should know, the Internet is a public utility of incredible scope and convenience,
but just like life in any big city, there are dangers aplenty, some you can see and others, while
invisible are still deadly. There are locations to avoid and locations affording great benefit.
I have asked our Webmeister, Barry Springsteen, to post an occasional hint and common sense
rules on these pages to help keep you and yours from getting into trouble, and thru our email
relationships, getting others into trouble as well.
From Barry:
The first rule of the Internet: Nothing is free on the Internet.
So, what does this mean? At the low end of the scale, you knowingly trade your e-mail address for
a newsletter covering low cost air flights (Or Hof Reunion updates. Ed.) . At the extreme high end of
the scale, you unknowingly trade your Social Security Number, Date of Birth, and all Bank and
Credit Card Numbers for nothing except allowing yourself to be ripped off.
Some of the "free" effective and reputable programs that I will suggest accept donations (defined
as "freeware"); other unwanted and -invisible-to you- programs can just take what they want from
your computer without even asking for a kiss on the cheek. More on this part later.
The second rule of the Internet: Trust nothing on the Internet.
Keep in mind you are trying to protect yourself from a constantly moving, very accurate and well
hidden sniper. What worked today may not work tomorrow. You need to keep up with the bad
guys. They are constantly updating tactics so therefore, you must constantly update your defenses.
(Ed: Of course, this does not apply to me! As soon as I receive the 13.5 millions Euros that I have
been notified of winning in the "Lucky Strike" lottery in Britain that I didn't even have to enter to
win, or the 33% of the 3.5 million dollars that is going into receivership in my name in Nairobi, and
the 50% of the 14.5 million from the widow of the Sultan of Doofass I will fund the Association in
perpetuity. I must email them my bank account information to find out my status. Again. They don't
seem to be responding. )
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Smart Move Number One: Update your operating system religiously!
Hint #1: No matter what version of Windows you use, or what version of whatever browser you
use, and this even includes the Macs, all operating systems have vulnerabilities that are found and
used by the bad guys! Macs and the Linux systems are much less susceptible but still need
attention. There are currently 5 "Critical Security Updates" available for Windows XP alone. On the
PC's the free Mozilla Firefox Version 1.0 browser, among others, is far less susceptible to attack
than Explorer, and blocks unwanted pop-ups totally! BTW, AOL can be configured to reduce popups also.
If you are running Windows of one version or another, simply go here:
http://v4.windowsupdate.microimmediatlyn/default.asp and follow the directions for critical updates
to immediatly correct some major flaws and vulnerabilities in your computer. Other updates and
additions are also available if you need or desire them.
Smart Move Number Two: Install, update and run a GOOD Anti-Virus Checker!!!
Hint #2: Norton and McAfee are two well known, very reputable and well supported companies, and
IF UPDATED weekly, or better, daily, will help you do the job. There are certainly others, but none
of the anti-virus software programs are worth anything if not updated and used. The "free" virus
blockers available from your ISP are often well behind the curve. My "free" ISP virus blocker will not
stop multiple attacks, for instance. Barry updates his virus definitions at least weekly. I update daily,
thanks to a hint from Ken Kelley, BEFORE I turn on my email programs. And the bad guys can still
get ahead of the good guys. If an email is suspicious at all... delete it! Don't play with it. You are
NOT smarter than the hacker. If it appears to be from somebody you know, send them a
SEPERATE email asking about the message. DO NOT CLICK REPLY! And NEVER respond to SPAM.
That just tells the bad guys the address is active.
Hint #3: From the "X-Files"... Trust no-one else! Virus spoofers can use valid addresses from
infected computers and appear as if they are coming from known reliable sources. Even if you are
compulsive about updating, DO NOT OPEN ANY ATTACHED FILES UNLESS YOU ARE SURE OF THE
SOURCE! DO NOT CLICK ON ANY ICONS THAT APPEAR BY THEM SELVES OR WITH SMALL ONE
LINE MESSAGES or open any attachments. You may be looking at a new virus that has yet to be
caught and defined by the Anti-Virus people. And NO credit card company or bank or Paypal will
ever ask you for personal or bank or credit card information over the Internet in an unsolicited
message. Meaning one that you did not originate. You ordering from LLBean or Amazon is NOT
unsolicited. And always look for the https: or other indication of a secure connection (normally a
closed padlock somewhere on your browser). If this is unclear, call the tech support people at your
ISP for further detail.
BTW: All messages from Hofreunion will include the initials of the writer in the message line header
as in "Connection update (JM)", or (CW) or (CAR) as an example as an indicator of authenticity.
Next week... Spyware, pushware, adware and malware! And those hated pop-ups.

now back to reunion business...

virtual travel:
For those of you that would like a short trip back to some of the little Dorfs that we used to live in,
just visit or Bierfest in, from Rehau back to Geroldsgrün or down to Zell and Stammbach and a
bunch in between, check out this Kreis Hof web page link supplied by CA Russell. Just click on the
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name of the Dorf or Stadt on the map and off you go. For those of you lingie still fluent in Czech or
who want the practice, it is also available in that language. Stadt Hof itself is available by clicking in
the outlined area north of Oberkotzau. I think you might be amazed at some of the changes and
some of the things that never change.

or if you never left town:
From what is now billed as the "Most beautiful park in Germany"...
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the stuff of legends:
Who -very professionally- taped up the doors of the Officer's latrine in the Operations building and
then posted an very official looking sign on the door that said:

off limits!
crabs!
Inquiring minds would STILL like to know!
I do however, know who claims to have stamped all the toilet paper in the same Officer's latrine:
"Draft

MOM!! "

from the GI-hofersprache glossary:

Little Siberia... the meteorological cesspool known as Hof/Saale. Which is why we were
issued Real USAF Artic Parkas. According to "A Biography of Gen Hüttner", prior to 1934,
there was never a Kaserne established in Hof because it was thought that "no soldier could
stand the hardships of a Bavarian Siberia!"

Parka... That one part of our Air Force uniform we guarded with our very lives. Warm,
snuggly, worn in Ops even in the summer, coveted by everybody who didn't have one,
especially the Pounders with their issue M-65 cold weather coats made for southern Texas
somewhere. Why they didn't have something like this is beyond comprehension. An AF parka
hood was lined with wolf fur. Not done today. Not environmentally correct anymore. If your
POV was a convertible, you could keep the top down all winter because these things were so
warm. Rumor was that you were not allowed to leave for the ZI without turning in your
Parka. Losing one caused more paper work than getting married!
Schneeberg... Our sister ASA site located 40 miles or so to our south in the Fichtelgebirge.
Made Buffalo, NY in the winter look like Tahiti! Legend says that the Wehrmacht trained
there in WW II for the Finnish Campaign. Parka's were needed there. They didn't have them.
Worse weather than Hof! The winter snow was actually deeper than the security fence was
high! No legend here. Personal sighting on a TDY confirms this!
Hof-ing... that light snow or drizzle that seemed to be most of our weather. In the winter it
Hof'd every day at 5PM. In the summer it just Hof'd.
And a new addition:
Sacrifice to the Window Gods... after a night of adult beverages at Jake's or the Blick, the
art of throwing open the barracks windows and "ralphing" into the school-yard below without getting a drop on the window sill, in the room or on the building itself. After all, it was a
long way to the latrine! (Thanks Miles Nelson)
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More from the History department:
With the growing fear of Soviet aggression in Europe after the war in Korea started in the summer
of 1950, the 114th and its sister unit, the 116th, were ordered to remount (on 2½-ton trucks) their
WWII-vintage intercept and communications equipment (TC-9's and SCR-399's?) and assume a
tactical role as support units for 7th Army. (As the SRI's had settled in to occupational duty after the
end of WWII, their truck-mounted equipment had been dismounted and operations were performed
in a fixed-site mode.) In May 1951, the 114th Sig Svc Co was relocated to Kinglsey Barracks, Hof to
be closer to the border.

On 25 Oct 1951, the 114th Sig Svc Co was reorganized and re-designated as the 331st
Communications Reconnaissance Company and allotted to Regular Army.
from: http://www.usarmygermany.com/Units/ASA%20Europe/USAREUR_ASAE.htm
Coming soon: The Constabulary! The Sheriffs of the wild-west of post-war Bavaria.

mile's mess hall memories:
From Miles Nelson:
"Reading back through the latest newsletter about Fearless Fred, I remember him
slightly, but remember his wonderful food more.
I remember:
The night we came in for midnight chow off mid shift and one of the leftovers of
the day, (which were always added for meal surprises and extra rations), were hot
dogs. A bunch of the guys ate the hot dogs and got sick. A few of us including
myself did not opt for the wienies, and escaped the mad dash for the latrines
within hours of imbibing the little darlings. To this day I still am hesitant to eat
leftover hot dogs.
The famous "7 in 1" a mixture of 7 different "C" Ration meals combined to
make a great "Kasseworsterole" (I just made that word up), that we had at least
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once a week.
The cold winter morning I was digging into a hot bowl of "Cream of Wheat" like it
was going out of style, and found a large cockroach, (not even a German Roach!),
but one of the larger "Waterbugs". When I held up the trophy in front of my 3
table guests, they yelled in unison, "Fresh Meat, Fresh Meat!" I survived that meal
also." (MN)

Your editor remembers a much higher level of haut cuisine from Garcia's (?) Snack
Bar, sometime around 67 or 68? Not quite up to the level of the Hancock AFB mess
hall in Syracuse (for all you Skytop guys, remember the caviar, always
available with lunch?), but still pretty darn good for Hof AS. (JM)

January 3 , 2004

Update # 171

NOTE 1 - A reminder to any Hof Colleagues that can't afford the $15 a year
annual membership fee; - the Association Board offers a FREE membership with
no strings attached. We only need a totally confidential membership form filled out
by the former Hof Colleague. You will then receive the Hof Connection Newsletter,
a copy of the Master Hof Roster and the weekly update. Wouldn't it be great to be a
member of the finest (and working on being the largest) military reunion
organization in existence?
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION
Johnnie & Wilma Adams
= JKA5R@aol.com
Gary & Rebecca Jones
= jonesg@frontiernet.net
Arnie Burnett

= missnettie@frontiernet.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Johnnie & Wilma Adams
Spike & Helma S Giachino
Leroy Green

NEW MEMBERS:
Gina & Oli Inman

GM

FY5
FY5
FY5

JKA5R36@aol.com
307-638-9682
le1roy5016@juno.com

gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil

DONATIONS:
NEW FINDS:
John A. Aust
Gina Hutchins

Kuhuku, HI
Mehlingen, Ger

j.aust@att.com
gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil

Hanni Drake
John Inman

Grand Rapids, MI
616-534-165
john.inman@hq.21tsc.army.mil
Sembach, Ger

FINAL FLYBY LIST:

LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN:

3/4/2007

Page 1 of 7

Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
"Hof Reunion at Fast.Net" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Monday, February 21, 2005 7:54 PM
pixel.gif
Fw: Hof Connection update #172(JM)

----- Original Message ----From: Hof Reunion at Fast.Net
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Wednesday, January 12, 2005 12:32 AM
Subject: Fw: Hof Connection update #172(JM)

update number 172
admin stuff: The bi-yearly newsletter went to the Post Office this morning from the mailers.

Memory lane... and then some...
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For those of you who spent your off time, home and family time and/or free time in the Bindlach area. There
should be a familiar scene or two here: http://bindlach.worldofbelushi.de/galerie/index1.html from "old" Bindlach.
Yes! That is an oil-painting of the Bindlach Tankstelle. You can't make this stuff up.

and for a glimpse of the Bindlach of today: http://bindlach.worldofbelushi.de/photos/index.html

Or this pic from www.usarmygermany.com by Earl Tanner, HOW bat, 1st Bat, 2nd Cav (1970) of an M-48
returning from a field exercise near Hof/Saale
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And some Bindlach history:
Named, or re-named Christensen Barracks in 1953 after an Army WW II MOH winner from the Pacific theatre
(Thanks, Gary Dempsey)... housed Austrian POW's immediatly after the war, home of 2nd Cav, 1st Battalion
(except for the one off-year when 3rd Cav rotated in and then out under Operation Gyroscope) and base housing
for many of our Association families...
General (then Captain) Tommy Franks was once stationed in Bindlach as the S-3 with 2nd Cav. That was long
before he became famous and wrote a book. (Which I am currently reading-JM).

And a Bindlach Story from Joe Eberhart:

A small note about Bindlach. When we adopted our daughter, Rebecca, we had to go through the
Bindlach beaucracy since we were living in Bindlach at the time. The baby was born 2/1/67 and we
adopted her 4/67.
First of all you have to understand, Outside of the military installation, there really was no Bindlach
other than a couple of barns and farm buildings.
When we had to institute adoption proceedings, the first thing to do was to establish a residence. Well,
we were living in Bindlach, so we were Burghers. We went to the police station, which was in the
living room of the Burghermeister. Guess who the chief of police was? The Burghermeister. He gave
us a document that said we were residents of Bindlach. Then he took us into his dining room (town
hall). There we filled out some esoteric forms, All in German. My German was pretty good by that
time but I did stumble over some of it. But the Burghermeister spoke respectable English.
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Next we had to send in all this paperwork, and hire an official court appointed translator This was all
happening in May. I was due to ship out in August, and knowing the German bureaucracy, I was getting
nervous, because once the adoption was final, we had to apply for her passport. Are you getting the
picture?
Well our translator turned out to be a jewel. She man-handled (literally) her way into the court system,
and got me a hearing date of two weeks hence. So we went before the Judge, mama, dad, and Becca.
Becca wanted nothing to do with the proceeding, and seriously tried to drown out the judge, who smiled
warmly and wainted for a moment to get a word in edgewise. To make a long story short, the judge gave
his blessing, and Becca was ours. Then the fun began. First getting copies of all the paperwork from
the court and translator.. Every office in Bayreuth (we're in the next level up of beaucracy now). said
two to three weeks to finish up the red tape and paperwork. I didn't have the kind of time. Keep in
mind I still needed a German passport. The dimpled darling was ours, but she was still a German
citizen.
The Burghermeister's office was open 2 hrs a day, 3 days a week. Oh, did I forget to tell you, the
Burghermeister was also the town butcher. Once we got him into his office (he came off hours to
accommodate us) we handed over a bunch of officious papers and a picture of Beth. His response
was, "Hopefully, three weeks." I told the Burghermeister that in three weeks he could have the child,
because I'd be in America. Did he want me to deliver her to his office or the Standtesamt in
Bayreuth? After two phone calls and a carton of cigarettes, we had the passport the next day.
Funny how that stuff works.

a new word for the glossary: Harpooned... A description of what happened to an American GI,
"hooked" and married by one of the Hoferin. Also: Getting Harpooned... The GI's description
of what had happened to him.
Apparently this tactic has worked quite well since a lot of these marriges have certainly
withstood the test of time.
From John Wolfe (FF), via Miles Nelson.

more travels with c.a.:
Rather than try to copy the map picture to this page, I will just give you the entire URL to click since the last time
I tried that it failed to work as advertised.
http://www.hof.baynet.de/CDA_VMB_PL_Portal/1,,CLIENT=504,00.html
It can take you on quite a detailed tour thru Kreis Hof: Just click on the township. You can find a room to rent, or
learn all about water quality, or for instance, you can even uncover the little known facts in the next section. Drill
down and check it out. For instance:

did you know...
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Did you know that permission (license?) is required to use Class II fireworks in Oberkotszau from January 2 to
December 30?
(We remember New Year's Eve at Herr Korn's Gäststatte in Oberkotzau! At midnite it sounded like WW II all over
again. Helluva party! I guess things have tightened up a bit. Fireworks are now allowed only one night a year.)
Or that "The general curfew for restaurants in Bavaria is from 5 AM to 6AM, but variations are possible by local
regulation"? The so-called "Putzstunde". Doesn't quite sound like "Polizeistunde" to me.

on-line security:
please! never hit "reply all" to a hof connection update. There are 40 to 50 addresses in each address block and replying to
all of them just dumps those addresses that you may or may not want into your address book. it could also help the spread of
mass-mailer viruses (viri) and may trigger your isp's anti spam procedures. (tnx c.a.r.)
or another example:

cat Grammy Awards in 1919 in 1929 NFL

go to http://www.microsoft.com/athome/security/protect/windows9x/firewall.aspx for firewall info and the start of the protection series
and check this page for MSN's anti-spyware suggestions:

http://www.microsoft.com/athome/security/downloads/default.mspx

No reputable bank, credit card or any other financial organization would EVER send you an online message like the following:
Recently, our Account Review Team identified some unusual activity
In accordance with PayPal's User Agreement and to ensure that your
been compromised, access to your account was limited. Your account
remain limited until this issue has been resolved. This is a fraud
measure meant to ensure that your account is not compromised.

in your account.
account has not
access will
prevention

In order to secure your account and quickly restore full access, we may require
some specific information from you for the following reason: A recent review of
your account determined that we require some additional information from you in
order to provide you with secure service.

The above message even included the following warning:

Protect Your Password
You should never give your PayPal password to anyone, including
PayPal employees.
Or another with perfect graphics and logo that said:
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Technical services of the Bank are carrying out planned software upgrades
We earnestly ask you to visit the following link to confirm all customer data.
this instruction has been sent to all bank customers and is obligatory to follow.
Thank you for cooperating.
Customer account services.

No matter how good the graphics or how authentic the message appears to be, the real
company will NOT do this. Never respond to such an e-mail. NEVER! All reputable companies
have 800 services you can call to verify this type of activity if you have any doubts at all. The
same goes for mortgage information or banking information. The process is called "pfisching".
Do not get caught!
And BTW, in the last month I have won over 100,000,000 in Euros and Dollars in the last two
months. When those checks get here, (they do seem to be taking a while to send them) the
next party will be on me.

General information...
I have been asked several times if I knew of an on-line German phone directory. Try this link:
http://www.dastelefonbuch.de/NSAPI/Anfrage?
AKTION=zeSuchseiteTelefonbuch&SPRACHE=DE&SESSIONID=0180fcc588401b629c00021fc5&TAOID=&BUAB=BUNDESWEIT

administrative stuff...
New addresses:

Bill and Marcia Combs marciaandbill@mailstation.com
Barbara Chapman
scheuerbrand@hotmail.com
Eddie Crump New Address edcrump@charter.net
Richard & Evi Obidinski = robidinetski@sbcglobal.net
Gina Rietschel-Inman
=Gina.rietschek-inman@ramstein.af.mil
Johnnie Adams
= JKASR36@aol.com
Ray & Mary Szyperski = rszypers@verizon.net
Steve & Kathy Lawrence = thestevelawrence@att.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
NEW MEMBERS:
Don & Sharon Garrison

Mt. Pleasant, TX

903-572-0374

DONATIONS:
NEW FINDS:
Clarence Cooper

Phoenix, AZ

c_d_cooper@yahoo.com
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FINAL FLYBY LIST: Wayne Rautenberg
Ladies deceased.... Gundi Inman and Cirsten Inman
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
"Hof Reunion at Fast.Net" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Wednesday, February 23, 2005 12:23 PM
Fw: Hof Connection update #173(JM)

----- Original Message ----From: Hof Reunion at Fast.Net
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2005 12:20 AM
Subject: Fw: Hof Connection update #173(JM)

HOF CONNECTION UPDATE #173

THE SERMON (JM):
This update is being sent deliberately in Times New Roman font, with no additional pics, gif's or jpg's,
special fonts, decorations, frills or graphics due to the many email bounces I have received weekly
from members who have their systems or email systems or anti-spam or anti-virus settings set to reject
embedded pic or gif files.
This is a one-time format change to remind all of those members seeing this update for the first time in
several weeks to check their settings, perhaps talk to their ISP's or system administrators as to how to set
their email systems to allow them to receive their weekly Connection Update.
We will include embedded links today and.jpg's or.gif files internally again in the upcoming issues.
There should NEVER be an attached file of any kind, gif, exe, zip or whatever else. No zip or sound
files, no video files. No attachments period! Just the weekly update with all the news that fits. Should
you find an attached file of any kind, please let us know! And delete it. Don't try to open it to see what it
is. (It has happened once already that we know of and was apparently the result of that person being
infested with spyware or adware or malware.)
And re Spyware and other nasties etc, a group suggestion from your Secretary, your Webmeister and
your Newsletter editor is to install and update daily and use often a GOOD anti-virus program
faithfully; and a GOOD spyware/adware blocker. Here for once I totally agree with Microsoft and
personally use Ad-aware SE from www.lavasoft.com and Spyware S&D (for search and destroy) from
www.spybot.info/en/index.html. These two programs perform the same function but update at different
times which provides addtional protection. The rest of your system should include a personal software
or hardware firewall, (usually included in commercial sites and/or routers) or something like the
software fairwall program from Zone Alarm. All three of these programs are FREE for personal use.
The writers do give you many opportunities for upgrading to "pay" versions or to donate for their
freeware versions. The free programs work just fine. If you like them, donate! Running all four systems,
a GOOD antivirus program, Ad-aware SE, Spybot S&D and Zonealarm from www.zonelabs.com or any
of the major download sites such as ZDnet, Download.com or MajorGeeks.com will go a long way to
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improving your web experience. Zone Alarm updates automatically. The others require checking and
update from daily to weekly, more or less, depending on nasty activity. The free browser, Mozzila
Firefox, is my final addition. It is less susceptable to hacking, since it is not in such widespread use,
includes a 100% working pop-up stopper, and is quite customize-able to what ever level you want to
take it to. (The best feature for me in Firefox besides the pop-up stopper is the ability to change text size
on the fly, from tiny to huge, simply by using <cntrl> ++ or <cntrl> --. Makes it easy for tired eyes to
read the screen late in the evening. This is also a freeware program but donations are accepted gladly.
www.mozilla.org is the source. And it can be used in conjuction with your regualar IE or Netscape or
even AOL browser. I would be glad to answer questions via Hofreunion@fast.net.
Disclaimer: Neither I, Barry or Phil have any financial or fiduciary interest in any of the above
programs/companies.

A DIFFERENT REUNION:
From Jim Beard:

Operation Homecoming USA, an event to give Viet Nam veterans the welcome home they never got, is
planned for June 13-19 in Branson, MO. This will include a parade, the traveling Wall, a golf
tournament, fishing tournament, banquets, etc. The final event will include a flyover by almost all
military aircraft that were used in Viet Nam. Performances are planned by the Beach Boys, Fifth
Dimension, Creedence Clearwater Revisited, Ann Margaret, Doobie Brothers, The Supremes with Mary
Wilson, The Oak Ridge Boys, and Tony Orlando. The Executive Director for the Event is Skip Palmer,
former Director of Operations at Disneyland, who has assisted governments around the world in
preparing to host mass attendance events. Registration can be by Viet Nam Veterans groups or
individuals. For more information, go to www.BransonVeterans.com or call the Branson Veterans
Task Force at 417-337-8387.

MORE FROM MILES' MEMORIES:
I read the question in update #171, about "Who taped the latrine Doors in the officers latrine shut, and
hung the 'Crabs Sign?'"
Ok, More questions! Who hung the Chaplain's helmet in the latrine during that dry cycle in "'63" when
we used helmets to dip water from 30 gal cans to flush the commodes and urinals?
Who were the guys who hid RC Keith's bunk so many times, many times with him on it?
What daring cowboy rode the buffer down the stairs between 3rd and 2nd floors?
Who was it that decided to do ALL his laundry in the basement laundry room one night, and was down
to his skivies when one of the dependent wives came in to do her family laundry? Whoever it was, tried
to hide behind the laundry room door, but the persistent lady pulled it out of his hands, because she
wanted to store her baskets behind the door. When asked what she thought about the situation, she
replied she had a husband and 2 sons, so she hadn't seen anything new!
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Who was it that cut the fire escape rope from the 4th floor North end during a Dog Trick party one night.
They cut it off at the 3rd floor level, and Tracy Brown and I just happened to be there when one of you
came down the line and almost made the drop!
Who was it that short sheeted Gary Hearn's bunk so well that he thought he had made it up wrong?
And: Who was it that never got drunk, but swore it was the atmosphere over Hof that filled with the
intoxicants from all the breweries in the area, causing it to get "Quite Drunk Out" several nitghts of the
week?

FROM THE SECRETARY:
The bi-yearly newsletters have been mailed from the local (Reading, PA) Bulk Mail Facility. Overseas
addresses were sent either thru the APO/FPO system or by Air Mail.
A large "Thank You" to the Newsletter Editor Phil Murray for putting this together and to all the
contributors!

TODAY'S WEATHER IN HOF:
Vorhersage für Die, 18.01.2005
Schnee, Temp 1-2 DegC. Humidity (Niederschaft) 94% and the wind is blowing at 24 Km's per hour.
Thursday it will be cloudy and Friday it will rain.
Mox Nix, it's Fasching!
Judging by the webcams, there is no real accumulation of snow on the ground at Untreusee, the weather
station just north of Hof, or anywhere else in Stadt Hof. California has all the snow this year. Except in
San Diego.

FROM THE GLOSSARY:
Klicks... Kilometers or 5/8'th of a mile. 100K's pro stunde is 62 mph. More or less.
P's... Air or Military (Army) Police. AP's and MP's. MP's did NOT understand Air Force regs on passes
and travel and off-duty uniforms. We Zomies didn't care. We went. They stayed on base.
The Zone... the other side of the Fence, from Zonengrenze. As opposed to ZI. The Zone of (the) Interior
or stateside. No GI's in the Zone. Or wern't supposed to be.
The 5K Zone... the last 5 kilometers on this side of the fence. We USAF GI's stayed out of it. Or were
supposed to. At various times during the Cold War it was a 10 mile zone, a 50 meter zone and a 1K
Zone. Then a 5K and then back to a 1K Zone. There are probably as many war stories about the 5K
Zone as there are about Jake's. Well.... maybe not.
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A SMALL PIECE OF KASERNE HISTORY:
Did you ever wonder about the snaffle rings that looked like hitching posts along the front
of that rear building, the one that looked like a horse barn? The one with the base theater
in it?
The 28th Constabulary, assigned to Hof Kaserne from approx 1946-1948, had actual mounted horse
cavalry as part of their assigned duties for a time. The Constabulary's horse platoons were a unique
feature of the early border patrol operations and deserve special mention. The platoon was small and
compact, consisting of 1 officer and 32 enlisted men. The horses were former SS and Wehrmacht
mounts that were well trained for their mission. The German population had an unusual amount of
respect for a policeman on a horse, and the horses were excellent for crowd and riot control. However,
their biggest advantage was their ability to traverse rough terrain which was inaccessble to the wheeled
and tracked vehicles. In addition to patrolling the border, they were used in a variety of operations to
include raids on remote border hotels and rounding up cattle stolen by modern day "cattle rustlers,"
which had been hidden in the woods to be picked up at a later date. The description of post-war Bavaria
as a wild wild west type of place had more justification to it than you might have thought? General
Eisenhower was reported as not being pleased when he found out that mounted Cavalry units were still
in use. Armoured cars soon replaced the hourses which were kept for a time for purely ceremonial
purposes
The Hof Kaserne was well set up for these duties, containing as it did the horse stables, an excercise ring and an
area set up as a vetrinary clinic, all leftovers from the prewar era when the Kaserne was a training base for the
42nd IR (Bayreuther) of the Wehrmacht.

Edited from: www.usarmy.mil and Gen Maj. Hüttner's biography, "A Franken-Bavarian Soldier".
And speaking of the good General... Does anybody know what "Aprikotsuppe" is and it's significance to
Oberfrankeners and why they would expect to have it available daily in the Kaserne messhall?

January 18 , 2004

Update # 173

NOTE 1 - Barry & Sue Springsteen have done a marvelous job on the Association
Website. We urge all members to type www.hofreunion.com into their browser and
check the website out thoroughly. There are many interesting photos and links to other
sites that are worth your review..
NOTE 2- Our membership chairman, C.A, Russell has been out-sleuthing himself lately! 4 new
finds in one week!
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION
Richard & Evi Obidinski
= robidinetski@sbcglobal.net
Gina Rietschel-Inman
= Gina.rietschek-inman@ramstein.af.mil
Johnnie Adams

= JKASR36@aol.com
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Ray & Mary Szyperski
Steve & Kathy Lawrence

= rszypers@verizon.net
= thestevelawrence@att.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Clint & Katrina Robertson
Keith & Mary Martin

FY5
FY5

Buckkat@bellsouth.net
Kth340@aol.com

NEW MEMBERS:
Don & Sharon Garrison
Mt. Pleasant, TX 903-572-0374
William & Marilyn Lugos N. Royalton, OH bdlugos@wowway.com
NEW FINDS:
Clarence Cooper

Phoenix, AZ

Tom Funderburg
Elkhart, IN
Blair & Mary Donley
Coatsville,PA
Innis (I.E.)& Melody Davis Leander, TX

c_d_cooper@yahoo.com

tomfunderburg_79@msn.com
610-380-1919
edavis3324@austin.rr.com

FINAL FLYBY LIST:
LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN:

3/4/2007

Page 1 of 8

Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
"Hof Reunion at Fast.Net" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Tuesday, February 22, 2005 6:47 PM
Fw: Hof Connection Update #174(JM)

----- Original Message ----From: Hof Reunion at Fast.Net
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2005 11:29 PM
Subject: Fw: Hof Connection Update #174(JM)

hof connection update #174

January 25, 2005

one of the nice things....
that happens when you are chasing past members is illustrated in this story from CA Russell...
Here at the Hof Reunion Association we sometimes receive requests to help find
someone that our members have been looking for. It isn’t uncommon that those
missing are relatives. We received one such request recently, from a German lady
looking for her biological father, who was one of our Hof Vets, but listed as missing
on our roster. Over the past few years, we had made a lot of calls trying to find
him, all for naught. This guy's daughter had very little information on him, but her
birth certificate told us where her father was born, and although phone calls to the
region provided no results, a note dropped in the local newspaper of that
birthplace generated a half dozen responses, and one of them provided
information on our comrade's brother, who in turn led us to our man.
After her mother and father divorced in 1966, she saw her father a several times,
but after a few years, it seemed he disappeared from the face of the earth. Her
mother died in 1993, and she told her family that the one thing she wanted to do
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was to someday be able to tell her dad of her mother's death. About 10 years ago,
she began searching for him, but until she discovered the Hof Reunion Association
thru a mutual friend that worked at Ramstein AFB with her, she had about
exhausted all her hopes of finding him.
What we are saying here is that YOU may have that little piece of information that
you don’t believe to be valuable, but it may be the little bit of missing information
we need to finally find a fellow Hofer.
Please provide it to us, and give us a chance to locate more friends.
Well, O.K., to paraphrase Paul Harvey, here’s the rest of the story.
The young lady is Gina Rietschel-Inman, nee Gina Maria Hutchins, and her father
is Robert H. Hutchins, one of our multi-language linguists, the same “Hutch” that
played the Saxophone in the Valkyries band, in and around Hof. They also won
the All European Theatre Battle of the Bands in 1963. The reason that he seemed
to have disappeared is that he had a very bad wreck on the Autobahn in 1971,
was in a full body cast for 4 months in Dusseldorf with a breathing tube. Later he
was transferred to Bethesda, Chicago, and Des Moines, near where he was born in
Algona, IA. He currently resides in the Iowa Veterans Home in Marshalltown, IA.
Gina realized her longtime dream of meeting with him over the weekend of
January 7th.
Gina’s mother Gundi, married another heretofore missing Hof Vet, John Inman,
(1965-68) who also now lives near, and is employed at Ramstein AFB in Germany.
Both Gina and John are listed on our Master Roster.
Those wishing to send greetings and or pictures to Hutch, may send them by U.S.
Mail to:
Robert Hutchins
Iowa Veterans Home
2802 S. 2nd St.
Marshalltown, IA. 50158
He can speak only in a whisper, due to the breathing tube damage to his throat,
but he enjoys conversation, and can be reached at 641 752 1501, ask to speak to
him at extension 359
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The Valkyries 1963

One from the wives side of things...
One of my wife's favorite war stories from our time in Hof developed right after our son was
born in 1967. For those of you that lived on the economy in and around Hof that had babies or
toddlers (AKA anklebiters, crumb snatchers und so weiter) certainly remember the joy of
"doing diapers" under the watchful eye of your landlady while she rode herd on the electric
meter. Not to mention the fun of traveling with diapers that did not dispose too easily.
It came to pass that the wonders of science produced "Disposable Diapers" about that time
and the news of such a wonder eventually made it's way to Hof, including the constant rumor
that they might be available in the big PX's at Nürnberg, Graf and Zweibruken. My wife in her
innocence asked the manager of the Hof BX if they could be stocked in Hof. The good
manager that ran our little BX said.... "Ach, Nein! They would just sell too quickly and
we wouldn't be able to keep them on the shelves!!"

off base:
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Not a lot to do with Hof except most of us have been there and this is one of the nicest pics of
the castle that I have ever seen.

more memories from miles:
Let's see if Joe Perdue, Dick Cassis, (especially Dick), Dick Budney, Adam Pogirrnicki, or any of
the Elint personnel on Charlie, or other shifts that remember the Mascot we had at the old site
for a short time. The bunny rabbit that we found outside the winter of 62, I think it was. It
was a little one that we found outside the Elint building. We brought it inside and we had it in
the building long enough for it to grow to near full size. We even got it to liking coffee and
Hershey bars.
The rabbit got so it had the run of the building, and would hide behind the equipment racks.
One night Dick Cassis had the rabbit sitting on the desk of his position. I heard him talking to
the rabbit while he was petting it and remarking how cute the "Widdle Bunny" was. All of a
sudden he let out a string of very expressive exclamations and dropped the rabbit on the
floor! The "Widdle Bun Bun" had done exactly that, widdled not only on the desk top and
possibly Cass. but also all over that 5 page radio log, (4 carbon copies!), which meant Cass
had to re-copy his whole log! Any of you that remember having to re-copy, know what I
mean. I don't think upper echelon would have approved rabbit wee-wee stained radio logs!
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Cass even made up a small collar and simulated security badge that the rabbit wore for
awhile. We had to return it to the wild, but for some time after that the rabbit would show up
outside the back door of the Elint building and accept bits of Hershey bar.

from the hoferspracher glossary:
Interaction... The Trick Reporting section in OPS. See Flash!
Flash message or Flash Traffic... A “Critic” message sent with a ZZZ precedence, supposed
to be on the President's desk in 5 minutes or less. Usually happened when the pucker factor
was very high. Sent when hostilities were imminent or had actually happened. “Any
penetration, however slight....” Sending Flash traffic made the flight commanders VERY
nervous!

Spot Reports or Sintreps... Messages with much importance but less urgency than a Critic
which always went “Flash”.

OO or Ops Immediate... A lesser priority than Flash. OO was also the German symbol for
Wasserkloset or Toilet in the days before blue and white little signs. I guess that could be
urgent?

Comm Center... where these messages were sent on to the world via Criticom. Only certain
people entered this room. An M-3 grease gun hung on the wall inside the door to help
guarantee that. You needed the combination just to get in. Very Exclusive. Hidden deep inside
Ops.

more on fearless fred:
From Robert Sikes:
I was CQ the night Col. Stevenson arrived for duty and was dispatched to pick him up at the
Bahnhof. The next morning the 1st Shirt came in and relieved me and told me to show the
Colonel to the mess hall.]
We walked over to the mess hall with the Colonel in civies, of all things.
As we got to the "front of the line", Col. Stevenson said to Fearless Fred, "I'd like a couple
over easy, please."
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Fred looked at him and said, "What do you think this is? The (Expletive with the f word
deleted), Waldorf-Astoria?"
Colonel Stevenson didn't say a word as Fred bent the metal tray with a spatula, which had two
of the hardest cooked eggs on it that I've ever seen.
But in the days that followed, I did notice that newcomers got better treatment.

way off base:
Two unrelated items:
1) Herman Naron would like the "wounded soldiers" website mentioned
(http://www.operationwoundedsoldiers.org) in the weekly update for your
perusal.
2) Somebody who has the addresses "Hofreunion", "ee", and "atch917" in their
address book is apparently infected with a mass-mailer virus. Please update your
anti-virus program daily and run it regularly. We would all appreciate it.

more memories:
From Len Montie, former 203-E
Just one comment regarding unit designation, I recall that when I arrived in Hof (July, 1962) it
was designated the 6915th Radio Squadron Mobile. I was in the first group trained on the
General Dynamics equipment. We started out at the old site, actually working in the trailers.
We weren't there long before we went over to the new site and started testing the equipment.
Anybody else remember the day (mid '64?) when we arrived at the site, probably afternoon
shift, and a Mig (17?) flew over? I was on Charlie Trick.
That's about all I remember from my tour, I think. Probably the result of too much Löwenbrau
Hof and/or Cognac and Coke...Maybe I was hallucinating about the Mig?!

January 25 , 2004

Update # 174
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NOTE 1 - We know that members mean well and are attempting to help by sending their FY6
membership renewal in early. We prefer that you wait and use the membership renewal form
that will be provided with the July, Hof Connection Newsletter.
NOTE 2 - Howard Resnick is recovering from quintuple bypass heart surgery. Please remember
Howie in your prayers. hresnick03@bellsoutn.net. Howard, we’re looking forward to seeing you
and Patti in Nashville
Bill Bowles is recovering from liver cancer. He is looking forward to the reunion in Nashville. Please
remember Bill in your prayers. .< Shooter2174@aol.com >

NOTE 3- If you have an Internet Server and do not receive an email update for a couple of
weeks, it is your responsibility to contact HofReunion@fast.net. We have to many members in
the email address book to chase members down for address corrections. Please help us
serve you if you wish to receive the weekly updates. Addresses that "bounce" twice will be
removed from the mailing list.
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION
Richard & Evi Obidinski
= robidinski@sbcglobal.net
Tom Funderburg
= thomasfunderburg@msn.com
Steve & Donna Murphrey = smurprey@nc.rr.com
Clinton & Katrina Roberson = buckkat@bellsouth.net
Gina Rietschel-Inman
= gina.rietschel-inman@ramstein.af.mil
Howard & Patti Resnick
= hresnick03@bellsouth.net
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Bill & Carman Bowles
FY5/6
Richard & Shannon Delp
FY6/7
Dorrit (Ms Thomas) Caufield WE6
Gene & Pat Frank
FY6
Frank & Shirley Wright
FY6

Shooter2174@aol.com
bdelp02@comcast.net
501-796-3642
frankins@sigecom.net
Shado925@aol.com

NEW MEMBERS:
John Inman
Unit 23203 - Box2005 APO AE 09263 john.inman@us.army.mil
David & Karin Mars
Bridgewater, VA
dmkm@planetcom.net
JSDBNP@aol.com
Bob & Judy Dahlhamer
Hagerstown, MD
NEW FINDS:
David & Karin (Sorel) Mars
Ward & Helene Hamlin
Kenneth & Judith Knopp
Robert Dahlhamer

Bridgewater, VA
Tempe, AZ
Lorena, TX
Hagerstown,MD

dmkm@planetcom.net
heleneandmitch@earthlink.net
ShortC@aol.com
bsdbnp@aol.com

FINAL FLYBY LIST:

Ron Robinson – Died of Cancer January 13, 2005. He had just met his 31 year old
daughter for the very first time in December of 2004.
Frank G. White passed away December 20, 2004, quietly, in his sleep.
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Jerry
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"JerryM" <jmangas@fast.net>
"Hof Reunion at Fast.Net" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Monday, February 21, 2005 7:53 PM
Fw: Connection update #175(JM)

----- Original Message ----From: Hof Reunion at Fast.Net
To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2005 9:32 PM
Subject: Fw: Connection update #175(JM)

hof connection update #175
2/1/05

funny when a plan comes together:
Or how to plain the game of 6 degrees of separation. Some of the following contributions
are related from one to another to another and all came in in the last week. I am not sure how
this happens except that for a period of time we all existed in the same small universe called
Hof/Saale.

This story (Fearless Fred and Friends. Ed.) is similar to something I remember happening
in late 1964 or early 1965. Robin Olds had just gotten assigned to Hof as 2nd in command,
as I recall. He was a Col. or a Lt. Col., I think. The way I heard it, he went to breakfast (in
mufti) and asked for a cheese omelet. The cook's answer was "blow it out your a--".
When I went to breakfast the next day, that same cook asked me and everyone else in line if
we wanted a cheese omelet. I guess he had gotten religion.
I later found out that Robin Olds was quite a war hero in WWII.
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Steve Murphrey

Two comments to the stories in Update #174.
First, I know of a similar story to the one about Fearless Fred and Col Stevenson where the
deputy base commander (name forgotten) comes to midnight chow shortly after arriving at
the Kaserne. He is in civvies and orders a cheese omelet. The cook, Redfern Slash, gave him
a verbal dressing down about what was available and what wasn't...and a cheese omelet was
NOT friggin' available. Next day, cheese omelets were on the menu for midnight chow.
Second, I was on Charlie trick with Len Montie; in fact, he taught me the ropes as a Cz
analyst. I don't recall the Mig-17 flyover, but do remember arriving at the site on swing to find
a black Soviet limo with some kind of diplomatic plates. (SMLM plates. Ed.) There was a Soviet
army officer taking pictures of the antenna field. Not for long, however, as AP (Curtis)
Anderson (military heavyweight boxing champ of Europe) plucked the camera from his hand
and pulled out the film.
John Dorsch
Charlie trick '63 - '66

From a Hof newspaper article just forwarded on by Robert Hörath:
Curtis Anderson is the guy second from the right. Looking at the pic I can see why the nice
Soviet officer gave up his camera!

The pic is from the Frankenpost article about the "Recollections of Hans Schübel" and the
Champion South German Boxing Team of the 60's
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I too remember the MIG flying over. That happened several times. I was in Opscom (203
retrained because they did not need Hungarian operators any more) on Charlie Trick 1964-65
and reported that stuff on up the line.
I also remember the band well. (The Valkyries. ed) Was good friend of Bodiker on the
keyboard. Haven’t had contact with him since we left Germany in 67. He, and many others,
will remember my late wife, Vera Pleier, who worked at Jake's (the Erika Bar) for a time.
Mark Clemons

then:

The Hohensaas Flugplatz, 1927
(Looking east toward the Kaserne?)
The airport closed to commericial traffic in the very early 30's because flying from from
Munchen to Nürnberg to Bayreuth to Hof to Dresden and back was no longer cost effective.
The Flugplatz remained active as a "Sport" field (Remember the Versailles Treaty?) until the
re-armament of the Heer in the 30's. It was used as a training and mail field until the end of
WW II. Due to the proximity of the Zonal border, the sport aviation and glider field was moved
down to Pirk. That Flugplatz is now fully in use by commericial airlines and has been since
1975.

then and now:
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Altstadt @ 1911 (tnx Chet Zaremba)
(He says he was there!)

Altstadt today is a pedestrian mall!
But you can still buy Ein Paar
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from the Würstlamo'.

mox nix... it's fasching!
(But you knew this was coming, right?)
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Joe Dernoga never did know how to behave. That's him. Wearing the hat.

NOTE - C.A. Russell tells us that “Cold Turkey” ( with music by Kenny Wertz) will appear
on PAX TV at 10pm, Tuesday, 1 Feb. 2005. Perhaps you will want to enjoy some great Banjo
picking. Since this mailing goes out too late for that date, watch for re-runs!

NOTE 1 - We know that members mean well and are attempting to help by sending
in their FY6 membership renewal early. We prefer that you wait and use the
membership renewal form that will be provided with the July 2005, Hof Connection
Newsletter.
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NOTE 2 - We are attempting to audit the Reading, PA branch of the US Postal
Service. If you received your hardcopy of the January, Hof Connection Newsletter,
please let < hofreunion@fast.net > us know the approximate date. If you haven’t
received the HCNewsletter and do not receive it by February 10, 2005, please
notify hofreunion@fast.net and request a replacement copy. An e-copy is now
available.
NOTE 3- If you have an Internet Server and do not receive an email update for a couple of
weeks, it is your responsibility to contact HofReunion@fast.net. We have to many members in
the email address book to chase members down for address corrections. Please help us
serve you if you wish to receive the weekly updates. Thanks to Chuck and CA, we have
corrected several addresses already.
NOTE 4 - Marianne Lengel enclosed a note with a $50.00 check that read: "Please accept
my donation to this Great Organization called the Hof Reunion Association. The Biloxi Reunion
was the best 5 day party I have ever attended. My personal thanks to all the wonderful people
that made it possible for so many Hofers to gather under one roof. The most marvelous
people in the world."
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION
Ken & Kevin Brown

Richard & Shannon Delp
Tony Champeau
Eddy Crump
Jack & Joyce Denham
Gail Norvell
Bill & Barbara Yee
Maurice & Laura Evans

=

silverzooman@sbcglobal.net
= rdelp02@comcast.net
= champeau47@netzero.net

= edcrump@charter.net
= JackieDenh@aol.com
= bgnorv@earthlink.net
=
=

billbarbyee@saw.net
mtevans@cox.net

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Stan & Shelby Bauernfeind
John & Diana Bramer
Sam & Patricia Brown
George & Irmgard Coursey
Maurice & Laura Evans
Mario & Renate Forgione
Bill & Mary Alice Gladis
Joe & Dolores Kessler
Marianne Lengle
Gary & Mary Linquist
Frank Masters
Bill & Barbara Sycks
Billy & Phyllis Thomas
Marvin & Nora Webb
Bill & Barbara Yee

NEW MEMBERS:
Hanna Wally

FY5
FY6
FY5
FY5
FY6
FY5/6
FY5
FY6
WE6
FY5
FY6
FY6
FY5
FY5
FY5

WE 5

sbauernfeind@lexcominc.net
210-655-0373
brown_Samuel@msn.com
gcousey@cinci.rr.com
mtevans@cox.net
patricia_forgione@freenet.de
mbgladis@mindspring.com
schafbock@adelphia.net
610-562-3189
lindgar@charter.net
robot@dfsi.net
sycksw@bloomington.in.gov
931-649-2115
mwtn40@hotmail.com
billbarbyee@saw.net

Hwy 21 South

Mooresville, NC 28115

DONATIONS:
Marianne Lengel
Mario & Renate Forgione

$50.00
$15.00
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NEW FINDS:
Tom & Tina Archipley
Hollis & Reiko Bailey
Gerald & Carolyn Odell
Michael C.Wallace
Ray & Maureen Walter

FINAL FLYBY LIST:

Placerville, CA
Hampton, VA
Fairfax, VA
Austin, TX
Mayflower, AR

TomPt1@aol.com
hollisandricky@yahoo.com
odellgj@msn.com
wile_e@hotmail.com
ramwalters@tcworks.net

Doyle Adkins,
Larry Nilles,

Hector Almaguer,
William Wally

John Cribbs,

LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN:
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Wednesday, February 09, 2005 12:35 AM
Fw: COnnection update #176(JM)

HOF CONNECTION UPDATE #176
2/9/2005
The joys of newsletters and computing...
On Saturday my fairly new hard drive began acting strangely, after finally getting Norton Systemworks 2005
installed and running "properly", a two day process. Within 15 minutes the drive crashed. I have been backing up
weekly but with the Norton business I had missed a few days. I have recovered almost everything except any
mail addressed to Hofreunion at fast dot net. That bunch of bits and bytes has dissapeared leaving only the
address book. Anything sent to me personally is fine. If you had questions, corrections, additions or just
stuff emailed to Hofreunion within the last 10 days or so that I have not responded to, would you please re-send
it.
Thanks.... JM

Re update #175...
The segment of that issue re Ernest Curtis and Curtis Anderson was produced by Mary Mapes and Dan
Rather, who have been fired from their positions as hopeful junior Connection Update editors (They are both job
hunting. Again!) because they just couldn't get the story right. Not knowing either guy, they picked up the thread
re Curtis Anderson, saw the name Curtis in the Frankenpost clipping and assumed the two were the same guy.
NOT! Both were AP's at Hof. But! As the caption plainly shows, Ernest is the boxer in the pic. The New York
times issues their corrections in 3 point type on page 225 of the Sunday Book Review. We put our
corrections right up front in 10 point but blame them on CBS. That's fair, I think?

From Chet Zaremba...
The AP, Ernie Curtis, mentioned in the newsletter was assigned to our Dog Flight working shift for some time. I
remember him very well. I was in the gym one time, trying to lift some weights and he was there training for an
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upcoming fight by hitting the heavy bag. The power of his punches against that bag were unreal... And to top if
all off, he was one of the nicest guys you'd ever want to meet. I also remember when he won the Championship
fight and broke his hand doing so, He had a cast on his hand and, until it finally healed, he was stationed at the
AP post right inside of the site building, just outside of the door in OPS by the snackbar or break room..
Hey I just remembered: Remember when that red Criticom light came on (and the klaxon, ed)and you were in the
break room??? My, how fast we used to be able to run!!!!
Punksatawney Phil saw his shadow, six more weeks, six more weeks, six more weeks.......six more..................
CZ

More Memories from Miles.....
If it snowed in June, July, and August at Hof, would that be Suminter? or Winmer?
I remember the long summer daylight. I remember seeing the sun on the western horizon at 2230 hrs.
Back home in northeast NE, you could still see daylight around 2130 hrs in the summer. My home town
of Tekamah NE lies just about halfway between Omaha NE, and Sioux City IA, on hwy 75 just west of
the MO river about 3 miles. We were far enough from the bright city lights to be able to see the
Northern Lights from time to time. How many of you guys remember seeing the Northern Lights at
Hof?
Miles Nelson
Ye ed remembers going to work in OPS on Mids in the summer while it was still light and leaving work in
daylight, never seeing anything but daylight and sort of dusk. Contrary-wise, working Days in the winter, you
would go to work in the dark and leave work, again in the dark. Sort of like a mushroom.

It is that time of year...

year...In New Orleans they have Madi Gras, (poorly attended this year, according to the N.O. Chief of Police); in
Pennylvania German country it is time for Fastnachts, a sort of yeast raised hole-less doughnut without
a sugar coating produced just for Shrove Tuesday and ignored the rest of the year; but in Hof?
Joe Dernoga takes us back to the Freiheitshalle for just one more round....
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And another piece from Joe Dernoga...
About the MIG flyover you mention in Hof update 174.
I saw that. I was a "crypto dude" and normally was "locked up" behind "the
Green Door" (Comm Center).
However, that afternoon I was outside working on Lt. Norvell's car as it
never hurt to be friends with the officers. I know there were some other
people outside but don't remember the circumstances. I was talking to
Major Glover while working on the Lt's car, when the MIG appeared. It all
happened so fast that it didn't seem real. The sight of that big red star
on the plane was stunning. I didn't hear a thing until he turned sideways
to go back, then the roar of the jet engine hit me. Quite impressive
since I had spent the past couple years used to dead silence in the air
due to the NO FLY zone.
Anyhow, I remember seeing the pilot very clearly, not much face to see as
he had on a helmet and oxygen mask. I am pretty sure he gave us a
"thumbs up" with his gloved hand or maybe it was " the finger ".
I told my daughter about this after the Wall came down. I am glad there
is someone out there who could authenticate the story.
Best regards,
Joe Dernoga Hof 1962 to 1965.
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And re NEO alerts:
In one of your recent mailout's you had the article about the (NEO) alerts at Hof. I was there from 62/65. Worked
in Finance, Adm, etc. I was on the alert team that went out in the early mornings to the families that lived on the
economy. These alerts were usually called at 3 or 4 in the morning, seemed to usually be winter time. We were
given certain routes to go out in the small pickups we had at that time in the motor pool. We were supposed to go
to families on our route, actually wake up the people and notify them, remind them, that if an actual alert they
would be informed in the same manner. Luckly the actual alert never happened, I don't know what we would
have done if it actually happened. Some of the families lived is remote locations, small lanes to try to travel in
these small pickups, naturally light in weight in the back, all the snow on the ground. We would sometimes get
lost, having to wait till daylight to find our way back. Some houses we never found. However, fond memories.
Larry Berger

RE: Station/Sites closest to the Soviets?
From Chuck Wilson
I thought you'd enjoy reading about Site 26, Located at Nemuro, Hokkaido, Japan. I think that Jim Smith,
Colorado Springs, was stationed a Nemuro before being assigned to Hof.
20 SECONDS FROM RUSSIA
BY JIM CARY ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEMURO, JAPAN (AP) --On a bleak, windswept point of Eastern Hokkaido a small
band of Americans stand lonely vigil with radar lances over one of the most
sensitive segments of the free world defense perimeter.
Four miles away, across the frigid gray-green Nemuro Straits, lies,
Russian land--the low, flat Habomai and Shikotan islands, seized as spoils
of World War II.
And shrouded in mist and mystery and farther North is the equally
visible outline of Kunashiri, southernmost of the Soviet-held Kuriles.
In this tense cold war proximity, perhaps exceeded only in Germany, the
GI's of this desolate, frontier post have fashioned a life far removed from
the bars, honky tonks and shabby dance halls surrounding most American
bases.
Their unique adjustment to a semi-Arctic environment has led them to
consider their duties routine.
Three times they have heard big Russian coast artillery guns thunder
from Kunashiri, rattling windows in their Quonset huts with practice rounds
that fall harmlessly but significantly off the Japanese coast.
Unidentified boats on at least two occasions have pulled up at night off
nearby Hanasaki harbor and combed the area with blazing searchlights.
Twice in three years a Russian fighter, within sight of the camp, has
shot down big U.S. B-29 planes.
Armed Russian sea and air patrols are seen regularly.
And 3,628 Japanese fishermen of Nemuro--all but 74 now returned--have
been captured and interrogated for violating fishing grounds they still
consider their own.
Bitterly they will tell any American who cares to listen: "We want those
islands back. We cannot live without them."
For this reason, perhaps, the Americans and local Japanese have struck
up a unique camaraderie.
The airmen have sent their bulldozers into Nemuro to level playgrounds for
children, to grade roads and clear snow from streets that would otherwise be
blocked throughout the winter.
School kids cheer and wave every time a truckload of grinning GI's rattle
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by. And in town the tough brawling Nemuro fishermen shout lusty greetings to
"on-the-town" airmen who wander into the local "Sake Alley."
They often drink together through the night.
Nemuro offers little to the tradition-bound American. Its muddy streets,
grey weathered lumber buildings, deep-chested Eskimo-like women smack of the
Yukon. Shaggy Welsh-type ponies and jingling ft, loaded with succulent King
Crab, can be heard over the steady "chop, chop" of waves against the shore.
Airmen on pass find no pseudo-American bars or dancehalls. They must meet
the Japanese in their own setting, usually sitting cross-legged on straw mat
floors, drinking beer or sake off a low table.
Capt. James A. Harris, Seattle, Wash., the detachment's rugged commander,
has laid down a strict foundation for good relations.
"It's drilled into our men that they are no better than anyone else," he
says. "That's the way we operate here."
In addition the men regularly visit Baptist and Catholic missions in town.
Father Germano Volcan, O.F.M., a communist captive in China four years, is a
close friend of many.
If time grows heavy a short trip to the tip of the Hanasaki peninsula,
where Russian islands are virtually within hailing distance, is enough to
refurbish many a soul.
Through powerful glasses, three towers--one possibly a radar
installation--cattle, horses, and buildings can be seen on the nearest
island. Japanese say soldiers in small groups are frequently observed.
Powerful floodlights that can cover the straits have also been reported.
Nineteen miles away the rugged mass of Kunashiri pokes through low-lying
clouds. American sources have little to say about what is there, but it's no
secret that both jet and conventional aircraft are spotted in that vicinity
frequently.
There are constant unofficial reports of Russian agents flowing from
Kunashiri and the Habomai into Hokkaido.
Airmen making this island pilgrimage usually start back as the sun sinks
fast into the sea, and freezing winds begin raking the stubble of long ago
harvested grain fields.
The Orient and the Arctic lie mixed and fading into the dusk ahead but a
short distance beyond Quonsets and a warm fire hold promise of home.
(I bet they never worried about Soviet tanks coming across that cold wet stormy four miles? 6.4 Km... I think we
have them beat? And that is from the island tip, not the site. Ed. )

Along with Mario & Renate Forgione’s membership renewal there was a note that read: “Good to
hear that the reunion in Biloxi was another success. We are eagerly looking forward to seeing all of you
in Hof next year!! (2006)”
And re: Update 163, the article “Does anybody know?” stirred our interest. The article concerned the
proximity of AirForce units/installations to the Soviet Forces. I served in the 12th RMS detachment (214 people) in Wien (Vienna). The Soviets had a Tactical Air Army with most of their units dispersed in
and around Wien (Vienna) and a few just over the border in Hungary. We lived and worked in a nice
big villa in the northwest part of Wien. From the villa we had a wonderful panoramic view of Soviet
aircraft arriving and departing the airfield in the Wien suburb of Aspern. After 50 years it is difficult to
estimate the distance but I think that it was less than 10KM
(6 miles). (Now....a 2-14 person detachment right on top of the Soviet airfields? THAT had to be some
interesting duty! ed.)
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From Gary Cherpes as told by Ed Carchia
Re a much earlier and darker time in Hof/Saale than most of us knew, just post WW II!

Dear Mr. Cherpes:
Your photo of the Squadron drinking mug threw me almost sixty years across time in a moment. Its
twin sits now at my right shoulder and, if it were animate, might kiss its kin with a Prosit. I served in the
Army Air Corps cum US Air Force from 1946 through 1949. It was probably 1947 when I was picked
up at "The Gasthaus" near the roofless Bahnhof and taken in the shuttling "six-by" to the Baroness's
"Villa" where we were billeted. We worked in shifts at our Early Warning Radar unit, in the forested
hills nearby, to keep an eye on the Migs out of Leipzig. Occasionaly a civilian transport would wander
over the border and we scrambled fighters (I think from Wiesbaden) to intercept. As my account on the
Airlift Website reports, I was on duty the day the airlift began. The (air) corridor was marked on our
screens running southeast to northwest, Rhine Main to Templehof. I was later transferred to Kassel
and there watched the last ghostly dot fade into history. It was a sad place, firebombed to bits and half
its people killed. We smelled them in the rubble on warm days.
I watched Germany rise from the debris of "The Starvation Time" and by the time I left, the New Mark
had opened a trickle of goods into dusty storefront windows: sightless eyes opening to the German
Miracle.
I floated around on the GI Bill for a while: Mexico and Paris, where I met my Swedish wife. I graduated
from New York University, owned an ad agency for most of my life, retired, and am now writing
fiction. Several years ago I combined a business trip to Nurnberg with a drive through Bohemia, then the
Danube to Vienna and Budapest. We stopped in Hof; it was getting late and we wanted to make
Carlsbad (Karlovy Vara) before midnight. Everything was gone. The cobblstone streets had been paved
over, the half-timbered buildings had new facades. I found the church by the Rathaus, (Michaelas
Kirche) ringed by street and memory fragments of revels with tipsy Matchens. How insensitive we were
to the vulnerability of those destitute girls, a generation of women without men. I went by pure instinct
to the border. The cast iron fronteir barrier was lowered, the Ruskys were gone, the road into
Sudetenland an arrow straight corridor of forty-foot second growth. This was the (Hof Gap), ground
zero for W W III with a hundred Russian Divisions opposed in 1947 by our forty or so Radar men. I
saw the Villa on the way back , a quarter mile from the frontier. The American flag hung over its
doorway, so we're probably still snooping from there. It was getting late so I didn't stop.
Ed Carchia.
via Gary Cherpes...
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Jerry, we probably should put a note in the Update, for everyone to check out the new listings of roster segments,
and the Memorial Page. (www.hofreunion.com) Barry (Springsteen) has put a lot of effort into this thing..
Everything looks great..
thanks,
c.a.russell.

In case anybody might be interested... (I would love to sit in on this Sumposium!(JM))
Mike Helfert forwarded the following information:

John R. Schindler, Ph.D.
Command Historian (NH)
Naval Security Group (CNSG)
240.373.3632
240.373.3412 fax
The National Security Agency's Center for Cryptologic History
(CCH) is calling for proposals for papers or panels for its 2005 Symposium
on Cryptologic History. The symposium will be held on 27 and 28 October
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2005 in Maryland.
The theme for the 2005 conference will be "Cryptology and the Cold War,"
although other papers on fresh topics will be considered.

Send your proposals for a paper or a panel, or any questions
to cch@nsa.gov or FAX them to 301.688.2342. Proposal deadline is 28
February.

February

7, 2005

Update

# 176

NOTE 1 - Our apology to Jerry & Helga Middendorf for accidentally leaving their name off
the Biloxi Reunion Attendance List published in the January Hof Connection Newsletter. Jerry &
Hilde donated a beautifully lighted ceramic decoration as a door prize in Biloxi.
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS or CORRECTION
Aly & Rosi Dietz
= aloisdietz@gmx.de
Howard & Patti Resnick
J.C. & Rosie Critchley

= hresnick03@bellsouth.net
= Rosieschof@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL:
Barry Brooks
FY5
Hilde Calisti
WE6
Jack & Joyce Denham

FY5

Rick & Sonja Douthit

740-964-6684
316-788-3385
Rosieschof@aol.com

FY6

rickdouhit2001@yahoo.com

Bill & Elfi Houck

FY5

Mary Kellem

WE6
.1FY6
WE6
FY6

whouck@aol.com
218-631-4665
gincomge.r101@juno.com
ivey@zipnet.us
smurprey@nc.rr.com

Jerry & Hilde Middendorf

Ivey (Milton-D) Mossell
Steve & Donna Murphrey
Paul & Vikki Olsen

FY6

polsen2@comcast.net

Dr John & Vicki Saalwaechter
Jim & Elfriede Smith
Bill & Clare Southard
Gary & Lorraine Stanfort
Brian & Jann Stoneback
Ray & Mary Szyperski
John & Marianne Webb

FY5
FY5
FY6
FY5
FY5
FY6
FY5

saalwaechter01@comcast.net
719-591-0992
301-262-6622
LorGarr@aol.com
stoney77@qtcom.net
rszypers@verizon.net
jrwebbIII51@hotmail.com

NEW MEMBERS:
Gerald & Carolyn O’Dell
Mike & Peggy Wallace
Jack & Vonda Gallimore
Gerald & Ruth Smeal
DONATIONS:
Ivey Mossell
Hilde Calisti

Fairfax, VA
Austin, TX
Clemmos, NC
Aurora, CO

odellgj@msn.com
wile_e@hotmail.com
jackmgallimore@earthlink.net
jrsmeal@msn.com

$15
$15
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NEW FINDS:
Jerry & Ruth Smeal
Andy & Martha Brads
Irving & Bonny Eggars
Vic & Paula Cole
Jerry Gangelhoff

Aurora, CO
Albuquerque,NM
Platte City, MO
Rutland, VT
Minneapolis, MN

John Shirley

Folsom, CA

Paul Harball

Florence, OR

jrsmeal@msn.com
505-898-7268
573-569-0555
vpcole45@cs.com
952-884-7454

916-983-5754
541-997-7142

FINAL FLYBY LIST: Ed Lemberger Ray Danner
LADIES SERVING GOD IN HEAVEN:
Additional on Ray Danner from Lonnie Crosbie
Ray Danner was in Hof in the 6915 in the late 60s. Don't know if this information has reached the
association yet. Ray passed away at his home in Greenville, Texas. I'm not sure of the cause of death.
Here is the data on Ray's funeral.
A memorial service at Greenville will be scheduled at a later date.
Funeral:
Wednesday 12 January
1100 Local
Danburg Baptist Church
164 Bradford Road
Tignall, GA 30668

WARNING
The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and thus protected from disclosure. If
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately
by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. Thank you

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Jerry
From:
Sent:
Subject:

"hofreunion(JM)" <hofreunion@fast.net>
Tuesday, March 08, 2005 11:54 PM
Fw: Hof Cinnection Update # 180(JM)

NUMBER 180

3/8/2005
#180

Re Nashville.... Sept 5th to Sept 9th...
The Holiday Inn Select is located on Elm Hill road, adjacent to Briley Parkway just north of
Interstate 40 on the SE side of Nshville. The airport is less than 4 miles away.
"(The) available meeting space totals over over 8,000 square feet. The newly redecorated guest
rooms feature complimentary High Speed Wireless Internet, hair dryers, irons/ironing boards,
makeup mirrors and coffee makers with Wolfgang Puck coffees. Complimentary airport
transportation is available 7 days a week from 5:00 AM to 11:00 PM. They also offer a
complimentary shuttle at scheduled departure times to the Opry Mills Shopping Complex next
to the Opryland Hotel. Jackson’s Veranda Restaurant is located on property and features daily
breakfast buffets and lunch buffets Monday through Friday. Ivories Nightclub features live
entertainment Monday through Saturday and the Terrace Lounge is open daily. The hotel features
an on site exercise facility, dry sauna, whirlpool and indoor swimming pool. Outside walking areas
easily available."
As mentioned in last week's update, a variety of local tours are being investigated to determine
interest for our group planning. A full day Tuesday is a potential with a ride on the General Jackson
Riverboat followed by an evening at the Grand Ol' Opry as a potential part of the package.
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Your Historian, Gary Dempsey is hard at work with several
great finds this week...
The first from 27 June 1946: (Der Kreisleiter is a Militaria History Mag):

The second from Gary and his intrepid band:
The gift of life
By Todd Kepple
Courtesy of the Herald and the News of Oregon
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Phyllis Kingsley Rolison, sister of Medal of Honor winner Second Lieutenant David Kingsley,
touches a section of the plane in which her brother died 60 years ago
in Bulgaria. Rolison paid her first visit to the site where Kingsley's
B-17 bomber crashed in 1944. Debris from the plane was used in construction
of a memorial in Suhozem, Bulgaria, with funds raised by the USANG of Oregon.
from: http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/kingsley.htm
Kingsley, for whom HQ European Command (re)named the Hof Kaserne on 2 JUne 1949, gave up
his own parachute to his seriously wounded tail gunner, Sgt Michael Sullivan, just before the B-17F
"OPISSONYA" crashed near Suhozem, Bulgaria in June 1944 following a successful raid on the vital
oil fields near Ploesti, Rumania. The crash site was brought to the attention of a pair of US "special
ops" pilots working on joint military exercises in Bulgaria and the memorial developed from that.
Ironically, the only surviving member of the B-17 crew today is Michael Sullivan, who was able to
attend this ceremony along with one of the Bulgarian pilots who shot down the bomber. Also
present were surviving members of a family group that were hit by the falling plane.

And the third....
The entire Kingsley story is being developed as a supplement for the Memorial Day issue of the
Newsletter in detail never before assembled anywhere in the available military histories. As part of
that effort, Gary has reconstructed the flight route of the OPISSONYA as seen below:
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The black and white arrows are the planned flight path of the 97th Bomber Group into Ploesti on 24
June, 1944, and the blue track is the proposed route back. The brown route is the actual path of
timmediatlyYA which had been severely shot up both before and immediatly after the actual Ploesti
strike. Unfortunately the crippled B-17F flew almost directly over Karlovo air base, where it was
attacked by a "Schwarm" of 8 BFG-109-6 fighters, 4 Bulgarian and 4 German, up on a combined
training mission. A much bigger map is available on request.

Don't trust them... The translation sites, that is!
Just for fun: From the Google translation site (If you remember to retranslate "yard" as Hof,
things make a little more sense. But "high carrion"? Wait till you figure that one out!)
From a piece on "Renaming the streets" via the Frankenpost:
Sparrow lane
Designated 1958 in the local part volume gel stove, in which the roads are designated according to
native kinds of bird. - between falcon way and Vogelherder road running residential street.
Pc. Lukas way
Designated 1991 after the EH gelists Lukas, the protection patron of the physicians, painters,
sculptors and glaziers. Zufahrtsstrasse to the glass center in yard in the trade area high carrion,
west the general Huettner barracks, from the Kulmbacher road branching to the north.
Star way
Designated 1994 in the local part bird stove, in which the roads are designated according to native
kinds of bird, northwest from Vogelherder road branching.
Staudenmuehlhoehe
Designated after 1978 the Staudenmuehle at the ashtrays road, broken off in July 1979. Residential
street south the meadow valley way, above the former Staudenmuehle. - cross connection within
the yard of the parsonage route circularly put on.
Here is the original German:
Sperlingsgasse
Benannt 1958 Im Ortsteil Volgelherd, in dem die Straßen nach einheimischen Vogelarten bezeichnet
werden. - Zwischen Falkenweg und Vogelherder Straße verlaufende Wohnstraße.
St.-Lukas-Weg
Benannt 1991 nach dem Evangelisten Lukas, dem Schutzpatron der Ärzte, Maler, Bildhauer und
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Glaser. Zufahrtsstraße zum Glaszentrum in Hof im Gewerbegebiet Hohensaas, westlich der GeneralHüttner-Kaserne, von der Kulmbacher Straße nach Norden abzweigend.
Starenweg
Benannt 1994 Im Ortsteil Vogelherd, in dem die Straßen nach einheimischen Vogelarten benannt
werden, nordwestlich von der Vogelherder Straße abzweigend.
Staudenmühlhöhe
Benannt 1978 nach der Staudenmühle an der Ascher Straße, abgebrochen im Juli 1979. Wohnstraße
südlich des Wiesentalweges, oberhalb der ehemaligen Staudenmühle. - Querverbindung innerhalb
der ringförmig angelegten Pfarrhofstraße.

Jim Paterson forwarded this update...
Eadie will be coming home Friday after a month in the hospital and a nursing home.

She had a plate and twelve screws put in her ankle and will spend the next four to six weeks in a wh
home in a special equiped bus and only charge $2.00 for it. Sure hope that Washington don`t hear
to $1ooo.oo if they get involved.

The only downside to this is now I`m going to have to hear a lot of "do this" and "do that"s. Oh we
Hermit and I`m more than ready for the change.
Jim

From the Glossary....
Fan Fold... the 6 ply sheets of colored paper used for transcription in the MC-88's. Actually
contained real carbon paper. 5 sheets of it in every page. Every color went to a different
organization. Remember “Goldenrod”? Carbon paper always went in the burn bag.
Burn Bags. Where any and all classified waste went. You did NOT screw this up. All classified
trash was kept in burn bags. (Thanks Phil Ruth)
Burn Detail... the group that had to collect all the classified waste for burning in the OPS
incinerator. We were not very environmentall then. This stuff was NOT re-cycled. (Thanks Phil
Ruth) I still have my “incinerator License”.
Bafra... a really terrible smelling Turkish cigarette. Easily identified and hated with a passion by all
the ex-TUSLOG OPS people. Lighting one could get you expelled from OPS (read... chased out the
door!)(tnx Malcolm Gaissert)

8 March 2005 NOTE: The Nashville Reunion Participation
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Questionnaire, Letter of Instructions and Registration form will be “snail
mailed” to members in good standing by March 21.
A reminder: The Association Board of Directors offers a FREE
membership to any former Hof Colleague experiencing financial
difficulties. Just fill in the membership form and mark “Free
Membership Requested.” No questions asked. Mail the form to the
Association address at top of the membership form.
And another: If you do not receive a Hof Connection Update for a couple
of weeks, you have an obligation to contact hofreunion@fast.net or
HofReunion@aol.com to determine the reason. We need your assistance
to keep the Association E-Addresses up to date.
CORRECTIONS & NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Eulice & Vera Row

= EuliceRow@aol.com

RENEWING MEMBERS:
Gene & Jan Chague
Ken & Judy Hager
Norman & Ursula Hines
Glenn Kohlerschmidt
Henry & Eleanor Quarterman

NEW MEMBERS:
Doyle & Linda Dean

FY5
FY6
FY6
FY6
FY6

jg_chague@hotmail.com
kenhager@bellsouth.net
Normandursi@aol.com
gkohlers@southern-ute.nsn.us
h.quarterman@att.net

Richardson TX

Dean602w@aol.com

NEW FINDS:
Bill & Fay Gorey
Dan & Pam Graham
Dewitt Brown

Panama City, FL
Clovis, CA
Upper Marlboro, MD

850-871-4461
diadan1us@yahoo.com
dewittbrown@msn.com

FINAL FLYBY LIST:
LADIES SERVING IN HEAVEN:
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
WARNING
The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and thus protected from
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for
delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution
or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. Thank you
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